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Here  bygynneth  ftc.l  no  hfodifig 
in  the  EUetmert  MS. 

A.  92,  for  in  read  is 

360,  for  such  read  swich 
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3862,  for  in  read  w  in 
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B.  644,  for  or  read  for 

790,  for  suoreth  read  fnorteth 

D.  157.  for  whil  that  r«id  whil 
253,  for  if  that  read  if 
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B.  569, 
1582, 
1804, 

F.  234, 

C.  86, 
1-222, 
1683, 
2041, 
2444, 
2912, 
4339, 

G.  91, 
772, 

1122. 
1470, 

H.  10, 
240, 
3-28, 

L  3, 
170, 
335, 
474, 

7S6, 
923, 


for  awe  read  lawe 
for  was  read  nas 

for  And  read  But 
for  And  read  As 
for  tj'ue  read  tynie 
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for  or  read  or  of 
tnle]  omit. 
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/or  ne  nas  read  nas 
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mendacioD  eek 
for  have  rmd  ban 
for  no  men  read  mo  men 
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Here  bygynneth  the  Book  of  the  tales  of  Caunt^btiiy. 

ffHan  that  Aprilldwith  hise  shoures  soote^   n«f  &] 
The  droghte  of  March  /  hath  perced  to  the  looteT 
And  bathed  euery  veyne  /  in  swich  licour 
Of  which  vcrtu  /  engendred  is  the  flonrj  4 

Whan  Zephirus  eek  /  with  his  swete^breeth 
Inspired  hath  /  in  euery  holt*  and  heetb^ 
The  tendro  croppes  /  and  the  yonge  sonne^ 
Hath  in  the  Ram  /  his  half[e]  cours  yronne  i  Y  i.  talln  Arieto 
And  smale  foweles  /  makcn  melodye 
That  slepen  al  the  nyght  /  with  open  eye*      ;  "^ 
So  priketh  hem  nature  in  hir  corages 
Thanne  longen  folk  /  to  goon  on  pilgnmages.^ 
And  Palmeres  /  for  to  sekcn  siraunge  strondes 
To  feme  halwes  /  kowthe  in  sondry  londes, 
And  specially  /  from  euery  shires  ende 
Of  Engelond  /  to  Caunturbury  they  wende 
The  hooly  blisful  martir  for  to  seke 
That  hem  hath  holpen  /  whan  fat  they  were  8eeke>» 
T>ifil  that  /  in  that  seson  on  a  day 
-^  In  Southwerk  /  at  the  Tabarcf  as  I  lay 
Redy  /  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrymage 
To  Caimterbury  /  with  ful  deuout  corago 
At  nyght  /  were  come  /  in  to  that  hostelrye 
Wei  nyne  and  twenty  in  a  compaignye 
Of  sondry  folk  /  by  aventuro  y-falle 
In  felaweshipe  /  and  pilgnmes  were  they  alle 
That  toward  Caunt^buiy  wolden  ryde 
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The  chambres  and  the  stables  woren  wyde  28 

^nd  wol  we  weren  esed  atte  beste 

And  shortly  /  whan  the  sonne  was  to  reste 

So  haddo  I  spoken  /  with  hem  everychon) 

That  I  was  /  of  hir  felaweship^  anon  32 

And  made  forward  /  erly  for  to  lyse 

To  take  onro  wey  /  ther  as  I  yow  dcuyse 

But  nathelees  /  whil  I  hauo  tyme  aTid  space 
Er  that*  I  ferther  /  in  this  tale  pace  36 

Me  thynketh  it  acordaunt  to  resofl 
To  telle  yow  /  al  the  condicion 
Of  ech  of  hem  /  so  as  it  semed  me 

And  whiche  they  were  /  and  of  what  degree  40 

And  eek*  in  what  array  /  that  they  were  Inne 
And  at  a  knyght  /  than  wol  I  first  bigynne 
A   knyght  ther  was  /  and  that  a  worthy  man 
•^  That  fro  the  tyme  /  that  he  first  bigan 
To  riden  out  /  he  loued  chiualrie 
Trouthe  and  honour  /  &edom  and  curteisie 
fful  worthy  was  he  /  in  his  lordes  werre 
And  therto  /  hadde  he  riden  /  no  man  ferro 
As  wel  in  cristondom  /  as  in  Hethcncsso 
And  euere  /  honoured  for  his  worthynesse 
^  At  Alisaundro  he  was  /  whan  it  was  wonno 
fful  ofbe  tyme  /  he  hadde  the  bord  bigonno  52 

Abouen  alle  nacions  in  Pruce 
In  Lettow  /  hadde  he  reysed  and  in  Euce 
No  cristen  man  so  ofto  of  his  degree 
In  Gemade  /  at  the  se^e  eek  hadde  ho  be .  5G 

Of  Algezir  /.  and  riden  in  Belmarye 
At  Lyeys  was  he  /  and  at  Satalye 
AVhan  they  were  wonne  /  and  in  the  grcte  See 
At  many  a  noble  Armce  /  hadde  he  be  60 

At  mortal  batailles  /  hadde  he  been  fifteno 
And  foughten  for  euro  feith  at  Tramyssenc 
In^  lystes  thries  /  and  ay  slayn  his  foo 
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This  ilke  worthy  knyg&t*  hadde  been  also  64 

Somtyme  /  with  the  lord  of  Palatye 
Agayn  /  another  hethen  in  Tnrkye 
And  eueremoore  /  he  hadde  a  souereyn  prys 
And  though  fat  he  were  worthy  he  was  wys  68 

And  of  his  port  /  as  mecke  as  is  a  mayde 
He  neuere  yet  /  no  vileynye  ne  sayde 
In  al  his  lyf  /  vn  to  no  maner  wight* 
He  was  a  verray  parfit  gentil  knyght  73 

^  But  for  to  tellen  yow  /  of  his  array 
His  hors  weren  goode  /  but  he  was  nat  gay 
Of  fifustian  /  he  wered  a  gypori) 

Al  bismotered  with  his  habeigeon)  76 

flfor  he  was  late  /  ycome  from  his  yiage 
And  wente  /  for  to  doon  his  pilgrymage 
ll/ith  hym  ther  was  his  sone  a  yong*  Squier  l  Squier 

'  ^    A  louyerc  /  and  a  lusty  Bacheler  80 

With  lokkes  crulle  /  as  they  were  leyd  in  presse 
Of  twenty  yeer  of  Age  /  he  was  I  gesso 
Of  his  stature  /  he  was  of  euene  lengthe 
And  wonderly  delyuere  /  and  of  greet  strengthe  84 

And  he  hadde  been  somtyme  in  chyuachie 
In  fflaundres  /  in  Artoys  and  Pycardie 
And  bom  hym  weel  /  as  of  so  litel  space 
In  hope  /  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace  88 

Embrouded  was  he  /  as  it  were  a  meede 
Al  ful  of  fresshe  floures  /  whjrte  and  reede 
Syngynge  he  was  /  or  floytynge  al  the  day 
He  was  as  fressh  /  as  in  the  Monthe  of  May  92 

Short  was  his  gownc  /  with  sleues  longe  and  wyde 
Wcl  koude  he  sitte  on  hore  and  faire  ryde 
He  koude  songos  make  /  atid  wel  endito 
lusto  and  eek  daunce  /  and  weel  purtreye  and  write       96 
So  hoote  he  louede  /  that  by  nyghtertale  t\mtsi 

He  slepte  namooro  than  dooth  a  nyghtyngale 
Cnrteis  he  was  /  lowely  /  and  soruysable 
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And  carf  /  bifom  his  fader  at  the  table  100 

A   Yoman  hadde  he  /  and  semantz  namo  ^  Tenum 

•^  At  that  tyme  /  for  hym  liste  ride  soo 
And  he  was  clad  /  in  cote  and  hood  of  grene 
A  sheef  of  pecok  arwes  /  bright  and  kene  104 

Vnder  his  belt*  he  bar  ful  thriftily 
Wei  koude  he  /  dresse  his  takel  yemanly 
Hiso  arwes  droupod  noghf  with  fathered  lowo 
And  in  his  hand  /  he  baar  a  my^ty  bowe  108 

A  not  heed  hadde  he  /  with  a  broun  visage 
Of  woodecraft  /  wel  koude  ho  al  the  vsage 
Vp  on  his  arm  /  he  baar  a  gay  bracer 
And  by  his  syde  /  a  swerd  /  and  a  bokeler/  112 

And  on  that  oothcr  syde  /  a  gay  daggere 
Hameised  wel  /  and  sharps  as  point  of  spere 
A  Cristophere  on  his  brest*  of  siluer  sheene 
An  horn  he  bar  /  the  bawdryk  was  of  grene  116 

A  fiforster  was  he  /  soothly  as  I  gesso 
rpher  was  also  /  a  Konne  a  Prioresse  Y  Prioretw 

■*"  That  of  hir  smylyng  /  was  ful  symple  and  coy 
Hir6  gretteste  ooth  /  was  but  by  seint  Loy  120 

And  she  was  cleped  /  madame  Eglentyne 
flFul  weel  she  soong*  the  seiuice  dyuyne, 
Entuned  in  hir  nose  /  ful  semeely 

And  frenssh  /  she  spak  /  ful  faire  and  fetisly  124 

After  the  scole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowe 
ffor  frenssh  of  Parys  /  was  to  hire  vnknowo 
At  mete  /  wel  ytaughf  was  she  with  alle 
She  leet  no  morsel  /  from  hir  lippes  falle  128 

Ne  wette  hir  fjTigres  /  in  hir  sauce  depe 
Wel  koude  she  carie  a  morsel  /  and  wel  kopc 
That  no  drope  /  ne  fille  vp  on  hire  brist 
In  curteisie  was  set  ful  muchcl  hir  list/  132 

Hire  ouer  lippe  /  wyped  she  so  clone 
Tliat  in  hir  coppe  /  ther  was  no  ferthyng  sene 
Of  grece  /  whan  she  dronken  hadde  hir  draught© 
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fful  semely  /  after  liir  mete  she  raughte  136 

And  sikerly  /  she  was  of  greet  desporf 

And  ful  plesaunt  /  and  amyable  of  port* 

And  peyned  hire  to  countrefet^  cheere 

Of  Courf  and  to  been  estatlich  of  manere  140 

And  to  ben  holden  digne  of  renerencc 

But  for  to  speken  of  hire  conscience 

She  was  so  charitable  and  so  pitous 

She  wolde  wepe  /  if  that  she  saugh  a  Mous  144 

Kaught  in  a  trappe  /  if  it  were  deed  or  bledde       tto»f «,  huki 

Of  smale  houndes  /  hadde  she  ])at  she  fedde 

With  rosted  flessh  /  or  Milk  /  and  wastel  breed 

But  soore  wepte  she  /  if  any  of  hem  were  deed  148 

Or  if  men  smoot  it  /  with  a  yerde  smerto 

And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  herte 

fful  semyly  /  hir  wympul  pynched  was 

Hire  nose  trctys  /  hir  eyen  greye  as  glas  152 

BUr  mouth  fol  smal  /  and  ther  to  softe  ajid  reed 

But  sikerly  /  she  hadde  a  fair  forhee^ 

It  was  almoosf  .  a  spanne  brood  I  trowe 

for  hardily  /  she  was  nat  vndergrowe  166 

flul  fetys  was  hir  cloke  /  as  I  was  war 

Of  smal  coral  /  aboute  hire  Arm  she  bar 

A  peire  of  bedes  /  gauded  al  with  grene 

And  ther  on  /  heng<  a  brooch  of  gold  ful  sheene  160 

On  which  /  ther  was  first  write  a  crowned  .A. 

And  after  /  Amor  vincit  omnia. 

Another  Nonne  /  wj't^  hire  hadde  she  ^  Namw  k  J^ 

'  preaitet. 

That  was  hire  Chapeleyne  and  preestes  thre  164 

A   Monk  ther  was  /  a  fair  for  the  maistrie  "I  Monk/ 

"^  An  outridere  /  that  louede  venerie 
A  manly  man  /  to  been  an  Abbot  able 
fful  many  a  deyntee  hors  /  hadde  he  in  stable  168 

And  whan  he  rood  /  men  myghte  his  brydel  heere 
Gynglen  /  in  a  whistlynge  wynd  als  cleere 
And  eek*  as  loude  /  as  dooth  pe  Chapel  belle 
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Ther  as  this  lord  /  was  kepere  of  the  Celle  172 

The  leule  of  seint  Manre  /  or  of  semt  Beneit  / 

By  cause  that  it  was  old  /  and  som  del  streit  / 

This  ilke  Monk  /  leet  olde  thynges  pace 

And  heeld  /  after  the  newe  world  the  space  176 

He  yof  nat  of  that  text  a  pnlled  hen 

That  seith  /  that  hunters  beth  nat  hooly  men 

^e  that  a  Monk  /  whan  he  is  r^cchelees 

Is  likned  /  til  a  fissh  /  ))at  is  waterlees  180 

This  is  to  seyn  /  a  Monk  out  of  his  Cloystre 

But  thilke  text  /  heeld  he  nat  worth  an  Oystre 

And  I  seyde  /  his  opinion)  was  good 

What  sholde  he  studie  /  and  make  hym  seluen  wood    184 

Vpon  a  book  /  in  Cloystre  alwey  to  poure 

Or  swynken  wtt^  his  handes,  and  labouro 

As  Austyn  bit  /  how  shal  the  world  be  serued 

Iiat  Austyn  /  haue  his  owene  swynk  /  to  him  reserued  188 

Therfore  /  he  was  a  prikasour  aright* 

Grehoundes  he  hadde  /  as  swift*  as  fowel  in  flight* 

Of  pnkyng*  and  of  huntyng*  for  the  hare 

Was  al  his  lust*,  for  no  cost  wolde  he  spare  192 

I  seigh  his  sleues  /  ypurflled  at  the  hond  Petf  t] 

With  grys  /  and  that  the  fynesto  of  a  lond 

And  for  to  festne  his  hood  vnder  his  chyn 

He  hadde  of  gold  /  ywroght  /  a  f ul  curious  pyn  196 

A  loue  knotte  /  in  the  gretter  ende  ther  was 

His  heed  was  balled  /  fat  shoon  as  any  glas 

And  eek  his  face  /  as  it  hadde  been  enoynt/ 

He  was  a  lord  ful  fat  /  and  in  good  poynt*  200 

Hise  eyen  stepe  /  and  rollynge  in  his  heed 

lliat  stemed  /  as  a  fomeys  of  a  lecd 

His  bootes  souple  /  his  hors  in  greet  estaat» 

Now  certeinly  /  he  was  a  fair  prelaat*  204 

He  was  nat  pale  /  as  a  forpyned  goost* 

A  fat  swan  loued  he  best  of  any  roost* 

His  palfrey  /  was  as  broim  as  is  a  ber}'e 
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A   fireie  ther  was  /  a  wantowne  and  a  meiye,  t  ftten 

•^  A  lymytoTir  /  a  ful  solempne  man  209 

In  alle  tlie  ordies  fouie  /  is  noon  pat  kan 
So  muchel  of  daliaunce  /  and  fair  langage 
He  hadde  maad  /  ful  many  a  manage  212 

Of  yonge  wommen  /  at  his  owene  cost* 
Vn  to  his  ordre  /  he  was  a  noble  post* 
And  wel  biloued  /  and  famuHer  was  he 
With  frankeleyns  /  ouer  al  in  his  contiee  216 

And  [eek]  with  worthy  wommen  of  the  toun 
ffor  he  hadde  power  of  confessionn 
As  seyde  hym  self  /  moore  than  a  Curat* 
ffor  of  his  ordre  /  he  was  lice^ciat*  220 

fful  swetely  /  herde  ho  confession 
And  plesaimt*  was  his  absoluciofi 
He  was  an  esy  man  /  to  yeue  penaunce 
Ther  as  he  wiste  /  to  haue  a  good  pitaunoe  224 

ffor  vnto  a  poure  ordre  /  for  to  yiue 
Is  signe  /  fat  a  man  is  wel  yshryue 
ffor  if  he  yaf  /  he  dorste  make  avaunt* 
He  wiste  /  that  a  man  was  repentaunt*  228 

ffor  many  a  man  /  so  horde  is  of  his  herte 
He  may  nat  wepe  /  al  thogh  hym  soore  smerte 
Therfore  in  stede  of  wepjmge  and  preyeres 
Men  moote  yeue  siluer  /  to  the  poure  fireres  232 

His  typet*  was  ay  farsed  ful  of  knyues 
And  p3mnes  /  for  to  yeuen  yonge  wyues 
And  certeinly  /  he  hadde  a  murye  note 
Wel  koude  he  synge  /  and  pleyen  on  a  rote  236 

Of  yoddynges  /  he  baar  outrely  the  pris 
His  nekke  /  whit*  was  /  as  the  flour  delys 
Ther  to  /  he  strong*  was  as  a  Champion) 
He  knew  the  Tauemes  wel  in  al  the  toun  240 

And  euerich  Hostiler  /  and  Tappestere  ciMr7,teei| 

Bet  than  a  lazar  /  or  a  beggestere 
ffor  vn  to  swich  a  worthy  man  as  he 
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Acorded  nat  /  as  bj  his  HacvltoQ  244 

To  bane  with  sike  lazars  Aqueyntafice 

It  is  nat  honeste  /  it  may  nat  avafice 

ffor  to  deelen  /  with  no  swich  poraille 

But  al  with  riche  /  and  selldies  oi  vitci^e  248 

And  ouer  al  /  ther  as  profit  sholde  arise 

Cnrteis  he  was  /  and  lowely  of  seruyse 

Ther  nas  no  man  /  nowher  so  vertuous 

He  was  /  the  beste  beggere  in  his  hous  252 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

ffor  thogh  a  wydwe  /  hadde  noght  a  sho 
So  plesaunt  /  was  his  In  pnncipio 
Yet  wolde  he  haue  /  a  ferthyng^  er  he  wente 
His  purchas  /  was  wel  bettre  than  his  rente  256 

And  rage  he  koude  /  as  it  were  right  a  whelpa 
In  loue  dayes  /  ther  koude  he  muchel  help6 
ffor  there  he  was  nat  lyk  a  Cloystrer 
With  a  thredbare  cope  /  as  is  a  pourp  scoler  260 

But  he  was  lyk  /  a  maister  /  or  a  pope 
Of  double  worstede  /  was  his  semycope 
That  rounded  as  a  belle  /  out  of  the  presse 
Somwhat  he  lipsed  /  for  his  wantownesse  264 

To  make  his  englis^  /  swcete  vp  on  his  tonge 
And  in  his  harpyng* .  whan  pat  he  hadde  songe 
Hise  eycn  twynklod  in  his  heed  aryghf 
As  doon  the  sterres  /  in  the  frosty  nyghf  268 

This  worthy  lymytour  /  was  cleped  Huberd 
A   Marchant  was  ther  with  a  forked  herd  H  ManhaSt 

•^  In  Motlee  and  hye  on  horse  he  sat* 
Vp  on  his  heed  a  ffiaundryssh  Beuere  hat  /  272 

His  bootes  clasped  /  faire  and  fetisly 
Hise  resons  he  spak  /  ful  solempnely 
Sownynge  alway  thencrees  of  his  wynnyng* 
He  wolde  the  see  were  kept*  for  any  thing*  276 

Bitwixe  Middelburgh  and  Orewelle 
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Wei  koudc  he  in  eschannge  sheeldes  selle 
This  worthy  man  /  ful  wel  his  wit  hisette 
Ther  wiste  no  wight*  pat  he  was  in  dette  280 

So  estatly  /  was  he  of  his  gouemaunce 
With  his  hargaynes  /  and  -with  his  cheuyssaunce 
ffor  sothe  /  he  was  a  worthy  man  with  alle 
But  sooth  to  seyn  /  I  ^oot  how  men  hym  calle  284 

A    Clerk  ther  was  /  of  Oxenford  also         1[  aerkofOxenfordr, 
-^  That  vn  to  logyk*  /  hadde  longe  ygo 
And  leene  was  his  hors  as  is  a  rake 

And  he  nas  nat  right  fat,  I  yndertake  288 

But  looked  holwe  /  and  ther  to  sobrely  UmiS} 

fful  thredbare  /  was  his  ouereste  courtepy 
ffor  he  hadde  geten  hym  yet  no  bene^ce 
Ne  was  so  worldly  /  for  to  haue  office  292 

ffor  hym  was  Icuere  /  haue  at  his  beddes  heed 
Twenty  bookes  /  clad  in  blak*  or  reed 
Of  Aristotle  /  and  his  Philosophie 

Than  robes  riche  /  or  fithple  /  or  gay  sautrie  296 

But  al  be  /  that  he  was  a  Philosophre 
Yet  hadde  he  /  but  litel  gold  in  cofre 
But  al  fat  he  myghte  /  of  his  freendes  hente 
On  bookes  /  and  his  lemjTigo  ho  it  spente  300 

And  bisily  /  gan  for  the  soules  preye 
Of  hem  /  pat  yaf  hym  wher  witA  to  scoleye 
Of  studie  took  he  moost  cure  and  moost  heede 
Noght  o  word  /  spak  he  moore  than  was  neede  304 

And  that  was  seyd  /  in  forme  and  reuerence 
And  shorf  and  quyk*  and  ful  of  hy  sentence 
Sownynge  in  moral  vertu  /  was  his  speche 
And  gladly  wolde  he  leme  and  gladly  teche  308 

A  Sergeant  of  the  La  we  /  war  and  wys        H  Sergeant  of  Uwo 
Tliat  often  hadde  been  at  the  Parvys 
Ther  was  also  /  ful  riche  of  excellence 
Discreet  he  was  /  and  of  greet  reuerence  312 

He  semcd  swich  /  hise  wordes  weren  so  wise 
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lustice  he  was  /  fal  oflen  in  Assise, 
By  patente  /  and  by  pleyn  cowmissioun 
ffor  his  science  /  and  for  his  heigh  renoun  31G 

Of  fees  and  robes  /  hadde  he  many  oon 
So  greet  a  purchasoor  /  was  nowher  noon 
Al  was  fee  symple  to  hjm  in  effect* 
His  porchasyng  /  myghte  nat  been  infect*  320 

Kowher  /  so  bisy  a  man  as  he  ther  nas 
And  yet  he  semed  /  bisier  than  he  was 
In  termes  hadde  he  caas  and  doomes  alle 
That  from  the  tyme  /  of  kyng  wiUiam  were  yfalle  324 

Ther-to  /  he  koude  endite  and  make  a  thyng* 
Ther  konde  no  wight*  /  pynchen  at  his  writyng* 
And  euery  statut*  /  koude  he  pleyn  by  rote 
He  rood  but  hoomly  /  in  a  medlee  cote  328 

Girt  with  a  ceint  of  silk  /  with  barres  smale 
Of  his  array  telle  I  no  lenger  tale. 

i   f&ankeleyn  /  was  in  his  compaignye  .i[  ffnnkelejn 

-^  Whit  was  his  heed  /  as  is  a  dayesye  332 

Of  his  complexion  /  he  was  sangwyn 
Wei  loued  he  by  the  morwe  a  sope  in  wyn 
To  lyuen  in  delit*  was  euere  his  wone 
For  he  was  /  Epicurus  owene  sone  33G 

That  heeld  opinio&  that  pleyn  delit  [iMf8.tMK&l 

Was  verray  felicitee  parfit* 
An  housholderd  /  and  that  a  greet  was  he 
Seint*  lulian  was  he  in  his  contree  340 

His  breed  /  his  Ale  /  was  alweys  after  oon 
A  bettre  envyned  .man  /  was  nenere  noon 
With  oute  bake  mete  /  was  neuere  his  hous 
Of  fissh  and  flessh  /  and  that  so  plenteuous  344 

It  snewed  in  his  hous  /  of  mete  and  diynke 
Of  alle  deyntees  /  that  men  koude  thynke 
After'  the  sondry  sesons  /  of  the  yeer 
So  chaunged  he  /  lus  mete  and  his  sopcr  348 

fful  many  a  fat  partrich  /  hadde  he  in  Muwe 
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And  many  a  Ereem  /  and  many  a  luce  in  Stuwe 

Wo  was  his  Cook*  /  but  if  his  sauce  were 

Poynaunt  /  and  sharps  /  and  redy  al  his  geere  362 

His  table  dormant*  in  his  halle  alway 

Stood  redy  coueied  /  al  the  longe  day 

At  sessions  ther  was  he  lord  and  sire 

fiul  ofte  tyme  /  he  was  knyght  of  the  shire  356 

An  Anlaas  /  and  a  gipser  al  of  silk* 

Heeng  at  his  girdel  /  whit  as  mome  Milk  / 

A  shirreue  hadde  he  been  and  Countour 

Was  nowher  /  such  a  worthy  Vauasour  360 

A  N  haberdassher6  and  a  Carpenter  Y  UtJberdaaahen 

■^^  A  Webbe  /  a  Dyere  /  and  a  Tapycer        "I  WebbS 
And  they  were  clothed  alle  in  o  lyueree  ^  Tmpioer 

Of  a  solcmpne  /  and  a  greet  fratcmitce  364 

fful  fressh  and  ncwe  /  hir  gecre  apiked  was 
Hir  knyues  /  were  chaped  noght  with  bras 
But  al  witJt  siluer  /  wroght  ful  clene  and  weel 
Hire  girdles  and  hir  pouches  euerydcel  368 

Wei  semed  ech  of  hem  /  a  fair  burgeys 
To  sitten  in  a  yeldehaUe  /  on  a  deys 
Euerich  /  for  the  wisdom  fat  he  kan 
Was  shaply  /  for  to  been  an  Alderman  372 

ffor  catel  hadde  they  ynogh  and  rente 
And  eek  hir  wyues  wolde  it*  wel  assento 
And  elles  certeyn  /  were  they  to  blame 
It  is  ful  fair  /  to  been  ycleped  ma  Dame  376 

And  goon  to  vigilies  /  al  bifore 
And  haue  a  Mantel  roialliche  ybore 

A    Cook  they  hadde  wit^  hem  for  the  nones  H  Oook. 

-^  To  boille  the  chiknes  with  the  Marybones  380 

And  poudre  Murchant*  tart*  and  galyngalo 
Wel  koude  he  knowe  /  a  draughte  of  Londofl  ale 
lie  koude  rooste  and  sethe  /  and  boille  and  fryo 
Maken  ^f  ortreux  /  and  wel  bake  a  pyo  384 

But  greet  harm  was  it  /  as  it  thoughte  me  PmTvi 
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That  on  his  shyne  /  a  monnal  hadde  he 
ffor  blankmanger  /  that  made  he  with  the  beste 
jl    Shipman  was  ther  /  wonynge  fer  by  weste        5  Shipman 
-^  flfor  aught  I  woot  /  he  was  of  Dertemouthe  389 

He  rood  vp  on  a  Rouncy  /  as  he  kouthe 
In  a  gowne  of  faldyng*  to  the  knee 

A  da^ere  /  hangynge  on  a  laas  hadde  he  392 

Aboute  his  nekke  /  ynder  his  Arm  adoun 
The  hoote  somer  /  hadde  maad  his  hewe  al  broun 
And  certeinly  /  he  was  a  good  felawe 
fful  many  a  dranghte  of  wyn  /  had  he  [y-]drawe  396 

ffro  BurdeuxwardI  /  whil  that  the  Chapman  sleeps 
Of  nyce  conscience  /  took  he  no  keep« 
If  fat  he  faughf  and  hadde  the  hyer  hond 
By  water  /  he  sente  hem  hoom  to  euery  loncJ  400 

But  of  his  craft  /  to  rekene  wel  his  tydes 
Hifl  stremes  /  and  his  daungers  hym  bisides 
His  herberwe  /  and  his  moone  /  his  lodemenage 
Ther  nas  noon  swich  /  from  Hulk  to  Cartage  404 

Hardy  he  was  and  wys  /  to  vndertake 
With  many  a  tempest  /  hadde  his  herd  been  shake 
He  knew  alle  the  hauenes  /  as  they  were 
flfron  Gootlondl  to  the  Cape  of  fiynystere  408 

And  euery  cryke  /  in  Britaigne  and  in  Spayne 
His  Barge  /  ycleped  was  the  Maudelayne 
llAith  vs  ther  was  a  Doctour  of  Phisik      H Doctour of Phisik/ 
'  »    In  al  this  world  /  ne  was  ther  noon  hym  lik  412 

To  speke  of  phisik  /  and  of  Surgerye 
ffor  he  was  grounded  in  Astronomye 
He  kepte  his  pacient*  a  ful  greet  deei 
In  houres  /  by  his  magyk  natureel  416 

Wel  koude  he  fortunen  the  Ascendent 
Of  hise  ymages  /  for  his  pacient* 
He  knew  the  cause  /  of  euerich  maladye 
Were  it  of  hoot*  or  cold  /  or  moyste  /  or  drye  420 

And  where  they  engendred  /  and  of  what  humour 
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He  was  a  verray  parfit  praktisour 
The  cause  yknowe  /  and  of  his  harm  the  roote 
Anon  he  yaf  /  the  sike  man  his  boote  424 

fful  redy  hadde  he  /  hise  Apothecaries 
To  sende  him  drogges  and  his  letuaries 
ffor  ech  of  hem  /  made  oother  for  to  wynne 
Hir  frendshipe  /  nas  nat  newe  to  bigynne  428 

Wei  knew  he  /  the  olde  Esculapius 
And  Deyscorides  /  and  eek  Risus 
Olde  ypocras  /  Haly  /  and  Galyen 

Seiapion)  KazLs  /  and  Auycen  432 

Auerrois  /  Damascien  /  and  Constantyn  n«^».tiK*] 

Bemait)  /  and  Gatesden  /  and  Gilbertyn 
Of  his  diete  /  mesnrable  was  he 

ffor  it  was  /  of  no  superfluitee  436 

But  of  greet  noiissyng  /  and  digestible 
His  studie  /  was  but  litel  on  the  Bible 
In  sangwyn  and  in  pers  /  he  clad  was  al 
Lyned  with  Tafifata  /  and  with  Sendal  440 

And  yet  he  was  /  but  esy  of  dispence 
He  kepte  /  that  he  wan  in  pestilence 
ffor  gold  in  Phisik  /  is  a  cordial 

Therfore  he  louede  gold  in  special  444 

A    good  wif  was  ther  of  bisido  Bathe  }  S££^  ^^^ 

-^  But  she  was  som  del  deef  and  fat  was  scathe 
Of  clooth  makyng*  she  hadde  swich  an  haunf 
She  passed  hem  of  ypres  and  of  Gaunt*  448 

In  al  the  parisshe  /  wif  ne  was  ther  noon 
That  to  the  offrynge  /  bifore  hire  sholde  goon 
And  if  ther  dide  /  certeyn  so  wrooth  was  she 
That  she  was  /  out  of  alle  charitee  452 

Hir  couerchiefs  /  ful  fyne  weren  of  ground 
I  dorste  swere  /  they  weyedcn  ten  pound 
That  on  a  sonday  /  weren  vpon  hir  heed 
Hir  hosen  weren  /  of  fyn  scarlet  reed  466 

fful  streite  yteyd  /  and  shoes  ful  moyste  and  newe 
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Boold  was  hir  face  /  and  fair  and  reed  of  hewe 
She  was  a  worthy  womman  al  hir  lyue 
Housbondes  at  chirche  dore  /  she  hadde  fyue  460 

Withouten  oother  compaignye  in  yonthe 
But  ther  of  /  nedeth  nat  to  speke  as  nowtho 
And  thries  /  hadde  she  been  at  lerusalem 
She  hadde  passed  /  many  a  strannge  strem  464 

At  Eome  she  hadde  been  and  at  Boloigne 
In  Galice  at  Seint  lame  /  and  at  Coloigne 
She  koiide  muchel  /  of  wandrynge  by  the  weye 
Gat  tothod  was  she  /  soothly  for  to  seye  468 

Vp  on  an  Amblfere  /  esily  she  sat 
Ywyp^pled  wel  /  and  on  hir  heed  an  hat* 
As  brood  /  as  is  a  bokeler  /  or  a  targe 
A  foot  mantel  /  aboute  hir  hipes  large  472 

And  on  hire  feet*  a  paire  of  spores  sharpe 
In  felaweship6  /  wel  koude  she  laughe  and  carpo 
Of  remedies  of  loue  /  she  knew  per  chaunce 
For  she  konde  of  that  Art*  the  olde  daunce  476 

A   good  man  was  ther  of  Eoligioun 

-^  And  was  /  a  poure  Persofi  of  a  toun       5  Ptffion  of  a  toon. 
But  riche  he  was  /  of  hooly  thoght  and  work/ 
He  was  also  /  a  lemed  man  a  clerk*  480 

That  cristes  gospel  /  trewely  wolde  precho  n<«f  lo] 

Hise  parisshens  /  deuoutly  wolde  he  teche 
Benygne  he  was  /  and  wonder  diligent 
And  in  Aduersitee  ful  pacient*  484 

And  swich  /  he  was  [y-]preued  ofte  sithes 
fful  looth  were  hym  /  to  cursen  for  hise  tithes 
But  rather  wolde  he  yeuen  out  of  doute 
Vn  to  his  poure  parisshens  aboute  488 

Of  his  ofl&yng*  and  eek  of  his  substaunce 
He  koude  /  in  litel  thyng*  haue  suffisaunco 
Wyd  was  his  parisshe  /  and  houses  fer  a  sonde- r 
But  he  ne  lafte  naf  for  reyn  ne  thonder  492 

In  siknesse  nor  in  meschief  /  to  visite 
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*^The  ferreste  in  his  parisshe  muche  and  lite 
Yp  on  his  feef  and  in  his  hand  a  staf 
This  noble  ensample  to  his  sheepc  he  yaf  496 

That  firste  he  wroghte  /  and  afterward  that  ho  tanghte 
Out  of  the  gospel  /  he  tho  wordes  caughte 
And  this  figure  /  he  added  eek  thcr  to 
That  if  gold  ruste  /  what  shal  Iren  doo  500 

For  if  a  preest  be  foul  /  on  whom  we  trusto 
No  wonder  is  /  a  lowed  man  to  ruste 
And  shame  it  is  /  if  [that]  a  prest  take  keep6 
A  shiten  shepherde  /  and  a  clene  sheepe  504 

"Wei  oghte  a  preest  /  ensample  for  to  yeue 
By  his  clennesse  /  how  ]>at  his  sheep^  sholde  lyue 
He  setto  nat  his  benefice  to  hyre 

And  leet  his  sheepe  /  encombred  in  the  Myre  508 

And  ran  to  Londofi  /  vn  to  seint  Poules 
To  seken  hym  a  chauntrie  for  soules 
Or  with  a  bretherhed  /  to  been  withholde 
But  dwelleth  at  hoom  and  kepeth  wel  his  folde  512 

So  that  the  wolf  /  ne  made  it  nat  myscarie 
He  was  a  shepherde  /  and  noglit  a  Mercenarie 
And  though  he  hooly  were  /  and  vertuous 
He  was  nat*  to  synful  man  dcspitous  616 

Ke  of  his  speche  /  damigerous  ne  digne 
But  in  his  techyng*  discreet  and  benygne 
To  drawen  folk  to  heuenc  by  faimcsso 
By  good  ensample  /  this  was  his  bisynesse  520 

But  it  were  any  persone  obstinat* 
What  so  he  were  /  of  heigh  or  lough  estat 
Hym  wolde  he  snybben  sharply  for  the  nonys 
A  bettre  preest*  I  trowe  /  ^t  nowher  noon  ys  524 

He  waiteth  /  after  no  pompe  and  reuerence 
Ke  maked  him  a  spiced  conscience 
But  cristes  loore  /  and  hiso  Apostles  twelue 
He  taughte  /  but  first*  he  folwed  it  hym  seluo  528 

VlAith  hym  ther  was  a  Plowman  was  his  brother   \  pumnMik 
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That  hadde  ylad  of  doug«  ful  many  a  father 

A  trewe  swynkere  /  and  a  good  was  he 

Lyuynge  in  pees  /  and  parfit  chariteo  532 

God  loued  he  best  /  with  al  his  hoole  herte 

At  alle  tymes  /  thogh  he  gamed  or  smerte 

And  thanne  his  neighebore  /  right  as  hym  selue 

He  wolde  thresshe  /  and  ther  to  dyke  and  delue  536 

For  cristes  sake  /  for  euery  poure  wight 

W/t7iouten  hire  /  if  it  lay  in  his  myght 

Hise  tithes  /  payde  he  ful  faire  and  wel 

Bothe  of  his  propre  swynk*  and  his  cat^l  540 

In  a  Tabard  he  rood  /  vpon  a  Mere 

rrher  was  also  /  -a  Eeue  and  a  ^fiUere  H  Millera. 

•^  A  Somnour  /  and  a  Pardoner  also 

A  Maunciple  /  and  my  self  ther  were  namo  544 

IT  The  Millere  was  a  stout  carl  for  the  nones 

Ful  byg  he  was  /  of  brawn  /  and  eek  of  bones 

That  proued  wel  /  for  ouer  al  ther  he  cam 

At  wrastlynge  /  he  woldo  haue  alwey  the  Ham  548 

He  was  short  sholdred  /  brood  /  a  thikke  knarre 

Ther  nas  no  dore  /  fat  he  ne  wolde  heue  of  haire 

Or  breke  it  /  at  a  rennyng*  with  his  heed 

His  herd  /  as  any  sowe  /  or  fox  was  roed  552 

And  ther  to  brood  /  as  though  it  were  a  spado 

Vp  on  the  cope  /  right  of  his  nose  he  hade 

A  werte  /  and  ther  on  stood  a  toft  of  heiys 

Reed  /  as  the  brustles  /  of  a  sowes  erys  566 

Hise  nosethirles  /  blako  were  and  wyde 

A  swerd  and  a  bokeler  /  bar  he  by  his  sydo 

His  mouth  as  greet  was  /  as  a  greet  fomeys 

He  was  a  langlere  and  a  goliardeys  5 GO 

And  that  was  moosf  /  of  synne  and  harlotries 

"Wel  koude  he  stolen  com  /  and  tollen  thries 

And  yet  he  hadde  /  a  thombe  of  gold  pa/'dee 

A  wldt  cote  /  and  a  blew  hood  wered  he  564 

A  baggepipe  /  wel  koude  he  blowe  and  sowne 
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And  ther  with  al  /  he  broghte  vs  out  of  towne 
A    gentil  Maunciple  /  was  ther  of  a  temple         IT  MAundple. 
-^  Of  which  AchatouTS  /  myghte  take  exemple  568 

ffor  to  be  wise  /  in  byynge  of  vitaille 
ffor  wheither  that  he  payde  /  or  took  by  taille 
Algate  /  he  wayted  so  /  in  his  Achaat* 
That  he  was  ay  bifom  /  and  in  good  staat*  572 

Kow  is  nat  that  of  god  a  fill  fair  grace 
That  swich  a  lewed  mannes  wit  shal  pace 
The  wisdom  /  of  an  heep^  of  lemed  men 
Of  maistres  hadde  he  /  mo  than  thries  ten  576 

That  weren  of  lawe  /  expert*  and  curious  OMfii] 

Of  whiche  /  ^r  weren  a  duszeyne  in  that  hons 
"Worthy  to  been  stywardes  /  of  rente  and  lond 
Of  any  lord  /  that  is  in  Engelond  580 

To  maken  hym  lyue  /  by  his  propre  good 
In  honoi/r  dettelees  /  but  if  he  were  wood  * 
Or  lyue  as  scarsly  /  as  hym  list*  desire 
An4  able  /  for  to  helpen  al  a  shire  584 

In  any  caas  /  ^ai  myghte  falle  or  happe 
And  yet  this  manciple  /  sette  hir  aller  cappe 
rnhe  Keue  was  /  a  sclendre  colerik  man  ^  Reus. 

^   His  herd  was  shaue  /  as  ny  as  euer  he  kan  588 

His  heer  was  by  his  erys  /  ful  round  yshom 
His  tope  was  doked  /  lyk  a  preest  bifom 
fipiil  longe  were  his  legges  /  and  fill  lene 
ylyk  a  staf  /  ther  was  no  calf  ysene    .  592 

Wei  koude  he  kepe  a  gemer  /  and  a  bynne 
Ther  was  noon  Auditour  /  koude  of  him  wynne 
Wei  wiste  he  /  by  the  droghte  /  and  by  the  reyn 
The  yeldynge  /  of  his  seed  /  and  of  his  greyn  596 

His  lordes  sheepe  /  his  neet*  his  dayeryo 
His  swyn  /  his  hors  /  his  stoor  /  and  his  pultrye 
Was  hoolly  /  in  this  Reues  gouemyng  / 
And  by  his  couenant*  yaf  the  rekenyng*  600 

Syn  that  his  lord  /  was  twenty  yeer  of  age 
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Ther  koude  no  man  /  brynge  hym  in  Arrerage 
Ther  nas  baDlif  ne  hierde  /  nor  oother  hyne 
That  he  [ne]  knew  his  sleighte  and  his  couyne  G04 

They  were  adrad  of  hjm  /  as  of  the  deeth 
His  wonyng<  was  fill  faire  vp  on  an  heeth 
With  grene  trees  /  shadwed  was  his  place 
He  koude  bettre  than  his  lord  porchace  608 

ffiil  riche  he  was  astored  pryuely 
His  lord  /  wel  koude  he  plesen  subtilly 
To  yeue  and  lene  hym  /  of  his  owene  good 
And  haue  a  thank  /  yet  a  gowne  and  hood  612 

In  youthe  he  hadde  lemed  a  good  myster 
He  was  a  wel  good  wrigfite  a  Carpenter 
This  Eeue  saf  vp  on  a  f ul  good  stot* 
That  was  al  pomely  grey  /  and  hightc  Scot*  616 

A  long  surcote  of  pers  /  vp  on  he  hade 
And  by  his  syde  /  he  baar  a  rusty  blade 
Of  Northfolk*  was  this  Eeue  /  of  which  I  telle 
Biside  a  toun  /  men  clepen  Baldeswello  620 

Tukked  he  was  /  as  is  a  frere  aboute 
And  eu^-e  he  rood  /  the  hyndreste  of  oure  route 
A   Somonour  was  ther  with  ts  in  that  place       ^  Somonoor. 
-^  That  hadde  /  a  fyr  reed  Cherubynnes  face  624 

ffor  sawceflcem  he  was  with  eyen  narwe  [ieiifu,bMk} 

As  hoot  he  was  /  and  lecherous  as  a  sparwo 
With  scaled  browes  blake  and  piled  beril 
Of  his  visage  /  children  were  afeni  628 

Ther  nas  quyk*  siluer  /  lytarge  ne  brymstoon 
Boras  /  Ceruce  /  ne  oille  of  Tartre  noon 
Ne  oynement*  that  wolde  dense  and  byte 
That  h}Tn  myghte  helpen  /  of  the  whelkes  white  632 

Nor  of  the  knobbes  /  sittynge  on  his  chekes 
Wel  loued  he  garleek  /  oynons  /  and  eek  lekes 
And  for  to  drynken  strong  wyn  /  reed  as  blood 
Thannc  wolde  ho  speke  /  and  crie  as  he  were  wood       CiG 
And  whan  fat  he  /  wel  dronken  hadde  the  wyn 
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Than  wolde  lie  speke  no  word  but  latyn 

A  fewe  t^rmes  badde  he  /  two  or  thie 

That  he  had  lemed  /  out  of  som  decree  640 

Ko  wonder  is  /  he  heide  it  al  the  day 

And  eek  ye  knowen  wel  /  how  ^t  a  lay 

Kan  clepen  watte  /  as  wel  as  kan  the  pope 

Bat  who  so  koude  in  oother  thyng<  hym  grope  644 

Thanne  hadde  he  spent*  al  his  Philosophie 

Ay  qnestio  qnid  iuris  /  wolde  he  crie 

He  was  /  a  gentil  harlot*  and  a  kynde 

A  bettre  felawe  /  sholde  men  noght  fynde  648 

He  wolde  snfi&e  /  for  a  quart  of  wyn 

A  good  felawe  /  to  hane  his  concnbyn 

A  twelf  monthe  /  and  excuse  hym  atte  fulle 

And  prtuely  /  a  fynch  eek  koude  he  pulle  652 

And  if  he  foond  owher  /  a  good  felawe 

He  wolde  techcn  him  /  to  have  noon  Awe 

In  swich  caas  /  of  the  Ercedekenes  curs 

But*  if  a  mannes  soule  /  were  in  his  puis  656 

ffor  in  his  purs  /  he  sholde  ypunysshed  be 

Purs  /  is  the  Ercedekenes  helle  seyde  he 

But  wel  I  woot  /  he  lyed  rig^t  in  dede 

Of  cursyng*  oghte  ech  gilty  man  [to]  drede  660 

ffor  curs  wol  slee  /  rigtlt  as  assoillyng^  sauith 

And  also  /  war  him  of  a  Significanit/ 

In  daunger  hadde  he  /  at  his  owcne  gise 

The  yonge  girles  /  of  the  diocise  664 

And  knew  hir  conseil  /  and  was  al  hir  reed 

A  gerland  /  hadde  he  set  vp  on  his  heed 

As  greet  /  as  it  were  for  an  Ale  stake 

A  bokeleer  /  hadde  he  maad  him  of  a  Cake  668 

With  hym  ther  was  /  a  gentil  Panloner  y  FtedoMr. 

Of  Hounciuale  /  his  freend  and  his  compeer 
That  streight  was  comen  /  fro  the  court  of  Bome. 
fful  loude  he  soong*  com  hider  loue  to  me  673 

This  Somonottr  /  bar  to  hym  a  stif  burdoun  timtiti 
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Was  nenere  trompe  /  of  half  so  greet  a  soun 

This  Pardoner  hadde  heer  /  as  yelow  as  wex 

But  smothe  it  heeng*  as  dooth  a  strike  of  flex  676 

By  ounces  /  henge  hise  lokkes  pat  he  hadde 

And  ther  with  /  he  hise  shnldres  ouev'spraddo 

But  thynne  it  lay  /  by  colpons  oon  and  oon 

But  hood  for  lolitee  /  wered  he  noon  680 

For  it  was  trussed  /  vp  in  his  walef 

Hym  thoughto  /  ho  rood  /  al  of  the  newe  let^ 

Discheuelee  saue  his  cappe  /  he  rood  al  bare 

Swiche  glarynge  eyen  hadde  he  as  an  hare  684 

A  vemycle  hadde  he  sowed  /  vp  on  his  cappe 

His  walef  pay]  bifom  hym  /  in  his  lappo 

Bret  ful  of  pardotl  /  comen  from  Home  al  hoot/ 

A  Yoys  he  hadde  /  as  smal  as  hath  a  goot/  688 

No  herd  hadde  he  /  ne  neuere  sholde  haue 

As  smothe  it  was  /  as  it  were  late  shaue 

I  trowe  /  he  were  a  geldyng  or  a  mare 

But  of  his  craft*  fro  Berwyk"  in  to  War©  692 

Ke  was  ther  /  swich  another  Pardoner 

ifor  in  his  male  /  he  hadde  a  pilwe  beer 

Which  pat  he  seyde  /  was  oure  lady  voyl 

He  seyde  he  hadde  /  a  gobef  of  the  seyl  696 

That  seint  Peter  hadde  /  whan  pat  he  wcnto 

Yp  on  the  see  /  til  Ih^ ^u  crist  hym  hente 

Ho  hadde  a  croys  of  latotl  /  ful  of  stones 

And  in  a  glas  /  he  hadde  pigges  bones  700 

But  with  thise  relikes  /  whan  pat  he  fond 

A  poure  person)  /  dwellynge  vp  on  lond 

Vp  on  a  day  /  he  gat  hym  moore  moneye 

Than  pat  the  person  gat  /  in  Monthes  tweye  704 

And  thus  /  with  feyned  flaterye  and  lapes 

He  made  the  person)  and  the  peple  his  Apes 

But  trewely  /  to  tellen  atte  laste 

Ho  was  in  chirche  a  noble  ecclesiaste  708 

Wol  koude  he  rede  /  a  Icssoft  or  a  stone 
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But  alderbest  /  ho  song  an  Offertoiie 

ffor  wel  he  wiste  /  whan  pat  song  was  songe 

He  moste  precho  /  and  wel  affile  his  tonge  712 

To  Wynne  siluer  /  as  he  f ul  wel  koude 

Therefore  he  song  /  the  murierly  and  loade 

VTOw  haue  I  toold  you  shortly  in  a  clause 

-^^  The  staat*  tharray  /  the  nombre  atid  eek  the  cause  716 

Why  pat  assembled  was  this  compaignye 

In  Southwerk  /  at*  this  gentil  hostelrye  (•  hs.  m] 

That  highte  the  Tabard  /  faste  by  the  belle 

But  now  is  tyme  /  to  yow  for  to  telle  720 

How  that  we  baren  ys  that  ilke  nyght  OmT  is,  \mck\ 

Whan  we  were  /  in  that  hostelrio  alyght 

And  after  wol  I  telle  /  of  our  viage 

And  al  the  remenaunt  of  oure  pilgrimage  724 

But  first*  I  pray  yow  /  of  youre  curteisye 

That  ye  narette  it  nat  my  vileynye 

Thogh  pat  I  pleynly  speke  in  this  mateere 

To  telle  yow  /  hir  wordes  and  hir  cheere  728 

Ke  thogh  I  speke  hir  wordes  proprely 

ffor  this  ye  knowen  /  al  so  wel  as  I 

Who  so  shal  telle  a  tale  /  after  a  man 

He  moote  reherce  /  as  ny  as  euere  he  kan  732 

Euerich  a  word  /  if  it  be  in  his  charge 

Al  speke  he  /  neuer  so  rudeliche  or  large 

Or  ellis  /  he  moot  telle  his  tale  vntrewe 

Or  feyne  thyng* .  or  fynde  wordes  newe  73ft 

He  may  nat  spare  /  al  thogh  he  were  his  brother 

He  moot  as  wel  /  seye  o  word  as  another 

Crist'  spak  hym  self  /  ful  brode  in  hooly  writ* 

And  wel  ye  woof  no  vileynye  is  it  740 

Eek  Plato  seith  /  who  so  kan  hym  redo 

The  wordes  /  moote  be  cosyn  to  the  dede 

Also  I  prey  yow  /  to  foryeue  it  me 

Al  haue  I  nat  set  folk  in  hir  degree  744 

Heere  in  this  tale  /  as  pat  they  sholde  stonde 
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My  wit  is  short*  ye  may  wol  vnderstonde 

%  Greet  chiere  made  oure  boost  vs  euerichon 

And  to  the  soper  /  sette  he  vs  anon  748 

And  serued  ys  /  with  yitaille  at  the  beste 

Strong  was  the  wjm  /  and  wel  to  drynke  vs  leste 

A  semely  man  /  oure  hoost  was  with  alle 

ffor  to  been  /  a  Marchal  in  an  balle  752 

A  large  man  he  was  /  with  eyen  stepe 

A  fairer  Burgeys  /  was  ther  noon  in  Chepe 

Boold  of  his  speche  /  and  wys  and  well  ytaughf 

And  of  manhod  /  hym  lakked[e]  right  nanght*  756 

Eek  therto  /  he  was  right  a  myrie  man 

And  after  soper  /  pleyen  he  bigan 

And  spak  of  myrthe  /  amonges  othere  thynges 

Whan  that  we  /  hadde  maad  our  rekenynges  760 

And  seyde  thus  /  now  lordynges  trewely 

Ye  been  to  me  /  right  welcome  hertely 

ffor  by  my  trouthe  /  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye 

I  saugh  nat  this  yeer  /  so  m3rrie  a  compaignye  764 

Atones  in  this  herberwe  as  is  now 

ffayn  wolde  I  doon  yow  myrthe  /  wiste  I  how 

And  of  a  myrthe  /  I  am  right  now  bythoght* 

To  doon  yow  ese  /  and  it  shal  coste  noght*  768 

%  Ye  goon  to  Caunterbury  /  god  yow  speede  naof  is] 

The  blisful  martir  /  quite  yow  youre  meedo 

And  wel  I  woot  /  as  ye  goon  by  the  weye 

Ye  shapen  yow  /  to  talen  and  to  pleye  772 

ffor  trewely  /  confort*  ne  myrthe  is  noon 

To  ride  by  the  weye  doumb  as  the  stoon 

And  therfore  /  wol  I  maken  yow  disport* 

As  I  seyde  erst*  and  doon  yow  som  confort*  776 

And  if  yow  liketh  alle  /  by  oon  assent* 

ffor  to  stonden  /  at  my  luggemont* 

And  for  to  werken  /  as  I  shal  yow  seye 

To  morwe  /  whan  ye  riden  by  the  weye  780 

Now  by  my  fader  soule  that  is  dee^ 
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But  if  ye  be  myrie  /  I  wol  yeue  yow  myn  heed 

%  Hoold  vp  youre  hond  wit^outen  moore  speche 

Onre  conseil  /  was  nat  longe  for  to  seclie  784 

Vs  thoughte  /  it  was  noght  worth  /  to  make  it  wys 

And  graunted  hym  /  wit  oaten  moore  auys 

And  bad  him  seye  Ids  vcirdif  as  hym  leste 

^  Lordynges  quod  he  /  now  herkneth  for  the  beste        788 

But  taak  it  nought  /  I  piey  yow  in  desdeyn 

This  is  the  poynt*  to  speken  short  and  pleyn 

That  ech  of  yow  /  to  shorte  with  oure  weye 

In  this  viage  /  shal  telle  tales  tweye  792 

To  Caunterburjrward  /  I  mene  it  so 

And  homward  /  he  shal  tellen  othere  two 

Of  auentures  /  that  whilom  han  bifalle 

And  which  of  yow  /  that  bereth  hym  best  of  alle  796 

That  is  to  seyn  /  that  telleth  in  this  caas 

Tales  of  best  sentence  /  and  moost  solaas 

Shal  haue  a  soper  /  at  oure  aller  cost* 

Heere  in  this  place  /  sittynge  by  this  post*  800 

Whan  that  we  come  agayn  fro  Caunterbuiy 

And  for  to  make  yow  /  the  moore  muiy 

I  wol  my  self  /  goodly  with  yow  ryde 

Right  at  myn  owene  cost*  and  be  youre  gyde  804 

And  who  so  wole  /  my  luggement  withseye 

Shal  paye  /  al  that  we  spenden  by  the  weye 

And  if  ye  vouche  sauf  /  that  it  be  so 

Tel  me  anon  /  with  outen  wordes  mo  808 

And  I  wol  erly  /  shape  me  therfore 

IF  This  thyng  was  graunted  and  oure  othes  swore 

With  ful  glad  herte  /  and  preyden  hym  also 

That  he  would  vouche  sauf  /  for  to  do  so  812 

And  that  he  /  wolde  been  oure  gouemour 

And  of  our  tales  /  luge  and  Reportour 

And  sctte  a  soper  /  at  a  certeyn  pris 

And  we  /  wol  reuled  been  at  his  deuys  816 

T  In  heigh  and  lough  /  and  thus  by  con  assent*  [iMf  is,  t«ck) 
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We  been  acoided  /  to  his  luggement* 

And  ther  vp  on  /  the  wyn  was  f et  anon 

We  dronken  /  and  to  reste  wente  echon  820 

With  oaten  /  any  lenger  taryynge 

Amorwe  /  whan  pat  day  /  gan  for  to  spiynge 

Yp  roos  oure  hoost*  and  was  oure  aller  cok* 

And  gadiede  vs  togidie  /  alle  in  a  flok*  824 

And  forth  we  riden  /  a  litel  moore  than  paas 

Yn  to  the  wateryng*  of  Seint  Thomas 

And  there  oure  hoost*  bigan  his  hors  areste 

And  seyde  lordynges  /  herkneth  if  yow  leste  828 

IT  Ye  woot  youre  foreward  /  and  [I]  it  yow  recorde 

If  enen  song  /  and  morwe  song  accorde 

Lat  se  now  /  who  shal  telle  the  firste  tale 

J^  euere  mote  I  drynke  /  wyn  or  ale  832 

Who  so  be  /  rebel  to  my  loggemenf 

Shal  paye  /  for  al  pat  by  the  wey  is  spenf 

Kow  draweth  cut*  er  pat  we  ferrer  twynne 

He  /  which  pat  hath  the  shorteste  shal  bigynne  836 

Sire  knyght  quod  he  /  my  mayster  and  my  lorcl 

Now  draweth  cut  /  for  that  is  myn  accorcl 

Cometh  neer  quod  he  /  my  lady  Frioresse 

And  ye  sire  clerk  /  lat  be  your  shamefastnesse  840 

Ke  studioth  noght  /  ley  bond  to  euery  man 

Anon  to  drawen  /  euery  wight  bigan 

And  shortly  /  for  to-  tellen  as  it  was 

Were  it  by  auenture  /  or  sort*  or  cas  844 

The  sothe  is  this  /  the  cut  fil  to  the  knyght* 

Of  which  /  fill  blithe  and  glad  was  every  wyght 

And  telle  he  moste  his  tale  /  as  was  resoii 

£y  foreward  /  and  by  composiciofl  848 

As  ye  ban  herd  /  what  nedeth  wordes  mo 

An  whan  this  goode  man  /  saugh  pat  it  was  so 

As  he  /  that  wys  was  and  obedient* 

To  kepe  his  foreward  /  by  his  free  assent*  852 

He  seyde  /  syn  I  shal  bigynne  the  game 
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What*  wolcome  be  the  cut  /  a  goddes  name 

Kow  lat  us  lyde  /  and  herkneth  what  I  seye 

And  wit^  that  word  /  we  lyden  forth  oure  weye  856 

And  he  bigan  /  with  rig&t  a  myrie  cheere 

His  tale  anon  /  and  seyde  in  this  manere 
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axnque  domos  patrias  Sithice  post  aspera        cktf  14 
gentis  presia  laurigoro  &c. 

^  Heore  bigynneth  the  knyghtes  tale 


ffHilom  /  as  olde  stories  /  toUen  vs        SSu'^in'Sj 
Ther  was  a  due*  ]>at  highte  Theseus    *»"8l"-^  " 
Of  Atthenes  /  he  was  lord  and  gouemour      861 
And  in  his  tyme  swich  a  Conquerour, 
That  gretter  /  was  ther  noon  vnder  the  Sonne 
fiPul  many  a  riche  contree  hadde  he  wonne     864 
That  with  his  wysdom  /  and  his  chiuabie 
He  conquered  /  al  the  regne  of  ffemenye 
That  whilom  /  was  ycloped  Scithia 

And  wedded  [e]  the  queene  ypolita  868 

And  hroghte  hire  hoom  with  hym  in  his  contree 
With  muchel  glorie  /  and  greet  solempnytee 
And  eek*  hir  faire  suster  Emelye 

And  thus  /  with  victorie  and  with  melodye  872 

Lete  I  this  noble  due  /  to  Atthenes  lyde 
And  al  his  hoosf  in  Armes  hym  bisyde 
IF  And  cartes  /  if  it  nere  /  to  long  to  heere 
I  wolde  yow  haue  toold  /  fully  the  manere  876 

How  wonnen  was  the  regno  of  ffemenye 
By  Theseus  /  and  by  his  chiualrye 
And  of  the  grete  bataille  for  the  nones 
Bitwixen  Atthenes  and  Amazones  880 

And  how  asscged  was  ypolita 
The  faire  hardy  queene  of  Scithia 
And  of  the  feste  /  pat  was  at  hir  weddyngo 
And  of  the  tempest  /  at  hir  hoom  comynge  884 

But  al  that  thyng*  I  moot  as  now  forbere 
I  haue  god  woot  /  a  large  feeld  to  ere 
And  wayke  been  /  the  Oxen  in  my  Plough 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  /  is  long  ynough  888 

I  wol  nat  lettcn  eek*  noon  of  this  route 
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Lat  eueiy  felawe  /  telle  his  tale  aboute 

And  lat  se  now  /  who  shal  the  soper  wynne 

And  ther  I  lefte  /  I  wol  ayeyn  bigynne  892 

rnhis  due  /  of  whom  I  make  mencioun  V  Kamtfo 

•^  Whan  ho  was  come  /  almooet  yn  to  the  toim 

In  al  his  wele  /  and  in  his  mooste  pride 

He  was  war  /  as  he  caste  his  eye  aside  896 

Where  that  ther  kneled  in  the  weye 

A  compaignye  of  ladyes  /  tweye  and  tweye 

£ch  after  oother  /  clad  in  clothes  blake  Omt  i4,i»ek] 

But  swich  a  cry  /  and  swich  a  wo  they  make  900 

That  in  this  world  /  nys  creature  lyuynge 

That  herde  /  swich  another  waymentynge 

And  of  this  cry  /  they  nolde  neuere  stenten 

Til  they  /  the  reynes  of  his  brydel  henten  904 

IT  What  folk  been  ye  /  that  at  myn  horn  comynge 

Perturben  so  my  feste  /  with  criynge 

Quod  Theseus  /  haue  ye  so  greet  enuye 

Of  myn  honour  /  J>at  thus  compleyne  and  crye  908 

Or  who  hath  yow  /  mysboden  or  offended 

And  telleth  me  /  if  it  may  been  amended 

And  why  /  pat  ye  been  /  clothed  thus  in  blak* 

IT  The  eldeste  lady  of  hem  alle  spak  912 

Whan  she  hadde  swowned  /  vriifi  a  deedly  cheere 

That  it  was  routhe  /  for  to  seen  and  heere 

And  seyde  lord  /  to  whom  ffortune  hath  yeuen 

Victorie  /  and  as  a  Conqueror  to  lyuen  916 

Kat  greueth  vs  /  youre  glorie  and  youre  honour 

But  we  /  biseken  mercy  and  socour 

Haue  mercy  on  oure  wo  /  and  oure  distresso 

8om  drope  of  pitoe  /  thurgh  thy  gentillesse  920 

Vp  on  vs  wrecched  wommen  /  lat  thou  falle 

ffor  certes  lord  /  ther  is  noon  of  vs  alle 

That  she  ne  hath  been  /  a  duchesse  /  or  a  queone 

Now  be  we  caytyues  /  as  it  is  wel  seene  924 

Thanked  be  ffortune  /  and  hire  false  wheel 
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That  noon'estat*  assureth  to  be  weel 

And  cartes  lord  /  to  abydon  youre  presence 

Heere  in  the  temple  /  of  the  goddesse  clemence  928 

We  han  ben  waitynge  /  al  this  fourtenyghf 

Kow  help  vs  lord  /  sith  it  is  in  thy  myght* 

IT  I  wrecche  /  which  J>at  wepe  and  crie  thus 

Was  whilom  wyf  /  to  kyng  Cappaneus  932 

That  starf  at  Thebes  /  cursed  be  that  day 

And  alle  we  that  been  in  this  array 

And  maken  /  al  this  lamentacioun 

We  losten  /  alle  oure  housbondes  at  that  toun  936 

Whil  that  the  seege  /  ther  aboute  lay 

And  yet  now  the  olde  Creon  weylaway 

That  lord  is  now  /  of  Thebes  the  Citee 

ffulfild  of  Ire  /  and  of  Iniquitee  940 

He  for  despit*  and  for  his  tirannye 

To  do  the  dede  bodyes  vileynye 

Of  alle  oure  lordes  /  whiche  that  been  slawe 

He  hath  alle  the  bodyes  /  on  an  heepe  ydrawe  944 

And  wol  nat  suf&en  hem  /  by  noon  assent* 

Neither  to  been  yburyed  nor  ybrenf 

But  maketh  houndes  /  ete  hem  in  despif  [leaf  iq 

And  with  that  word  /  wtt^  outen  moore  respit*  948 

They  fillen  gruf  /  and  criden  pitously 

Haue  on  vs  wrecched  wommen  som  mercy 

And  lat  oure  sorwe  /  synken  in  thyn  herte 

IT  This  gentil  due  doun  from  his  courser  sterte  952 

With  herte  pitous  /  whan  he  herde  hem  speke 

Hym  thoughte  /  fat  his  herte  wolde  breke 

Whan  he  saugh  hem  /  so  pitous  and  so  maat* 

That  whilom  weren  /  of  so  greet  est-aat*  956 

And  in  his  Armes  /  he  hem  alle  vp  hente 

And  hem  conforteth  /  in  ful  good  entente 

And  swoor  his  ooth  /  as  he  was  trewe  knyghf 

He  wolde  doon  /  so  ferforthly  his  myghf  960 

Vp  on  the  tiraunt  Creon  /  hem  to  wreke 
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That  all  the  peplo  of  Grece  /  sholde  speke 

How  Creon  /  was  of  Theseus  yserued 

As  he  pat  hadde  /  his  deeth  ful  wel  deseraed  964 

And  right  anoon  /  with  outen  moore  abood 

His  Baner  he  desplayeth  and  forth  rood 

To  Thebeswan)  /  and  al  his  boost  biside 

Ko  neer  Atthenes  /  wolde  he  go  ne  ride  968 

Ne  take  his  ese  /  fully  half  a  day 

But  onward  on  his  wey  /  that  nyght  he  lay 

And  sente  anon  /  ypolita  the  queene 

And  Emelye  /  hir  yonge  suster  sheene  972 

Vn  to  the  toun  of  Atthenes  to  dwelle 

And  forth  he  rif  ther  is  namoore  to  telle 

rnhe  rede  statue  of  Mars  /  vriih  spere  and  targe 

-*•  So  shyneth  /  in  his  white  baner  large  976 

That  alle  the  feeldes  /  glyteren  vp  and  doun 

And  by  his  Baner  /  bom  is  his  penoun 

Of  gold  ful  riche  /  in  which  ther  was  ybete 

The  Mynotaur  /  which  fat  he  slough  in  Crete  980 

IT  Thus  rit  this  due*  thus  rif  this  Conquerour 

And  in  his  boost*  of  Chiualrie  the  flour 

Til  pat  he  cam  to  Thebes  and  alightc 

ffaire  in  a  feeld  /  ther  as  he  thoughte  fighto  984 

But  shortly  /  for  to  speken  of  this  thyng* 

With  Creon  /  which  fat  was  of  Thebes  kjrng* 

He  faught  /  and  slough  hym  manly  as  a  knyghf 

In  pleyn  bataille  /  and  putte  the  folk  to  flyght*  988 

And  by  assaut*  he  wan  the  Citee  after 

And  rente  adoun  /  bothe  wall:  and  spane  atid  rafter 

And  to  the  ladyes  /  he  restored  agayn 

The  bones  /  of  hir  housbondes  that  weren  slayn  992 

To  doon  obsequies  /  as  was  tho  the  gyse 

But  it  were  al  to  longe  /  for  to  deuyse 

The  grete  clamour  /  and  the  waymentynge  [kaf  i^  i»ok} 

That  the  ladyes  made  /  at  the  brennynge  996 

Of  the  bodies  /  and  the  grete  honour 
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That  Theseus  /  the  noble  Oonquerour 

Dooth  to  the  ladyes  /  whan  they  from  hym  wente 

But  shortly  for  to  telle  /  is  myn  entente  1000 

IF  Whan  fat  this  worthy  due  this  Theseus 

Hath  Creon  slayn  /  and  wonne  Thebes  thus 

Stille  in  that  feeld  /  he  took  al  nyght  his  resto 

And  dide  with  al  the  contree  /  as  hym  leste  1004 

IT  To  ransako  in  the  taas  /  of  the  bodyes  dede 

Hem  for  to  strepe  /  of  hameys  and  of  wede 

The  pilours  /  diden  bisynesse  and  cure 

After  the  bataille  and  disconfiture  1008 

And  so  bifel  /  ]>at  in  the  taas  they  founde 

Thurgh  girt*  with  many  a  greuous  blody  wounde 

Two  yonge  knyghtes  /  liggyngo  by  and  by 

Bothe  in  oon  Armes  /  wroght  ful  richely  1012 

Of  whicho  two  /  Arcita  highte  that  oon 

And  that  oother  knyght  /  highte  Palamon 

Nat  fully  quyke  /  ne  fully  dede  they  were 

But  by  here  Cote  Armures  /  and  by  hir  gere  1016 

The  heraudes  /  knewe  hem  best  in  special 

As  they  J>at  weren  /  of  the  blood  roial 

Of  Thebes  /  and  of  sustren  two  ybom 

Out  of  the  taas  /  the  pilours  han  hem  torn  1020 

And  han  hem  caried  /  sofbe  vn  to  the  tcnte 

Of  Theseus  /  and  ful  soone  he  hem  sente 

To  Atthenes  /  to  dwellen  in  prisotl 

PerpetueUy  /  he  nolde  no  raunsotL  1024 

And  whan  this  worthy  due*  hath  thus  ydon 

He  took  his  boost*  and  hoom  he  rood  anon 

With  laurer  crowned  /  as  a  Conquerour 

And  ther  he  lyueth  /  in  ioye  and  in  honour  1028 

Terme  of  [his]  lyue  /  what  nedeth  wordes  mo 

And  in  a  tour  /  in  angwissh  and  in  wo 

This  Palamon  /  and  his  felawe  Arcite 

flbr  eueremoore  /  ther  may  no  gold  hem  quite  1032 

IT  This  passeth  /  yeer  by  yeer  /  and  day  by  day 
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Till  it  fil  ones  /  in  a  morwe  of  May 

That  Emelje  /  pat  fairer  was  to  sene 

Than  is  the  lylie  /  vpon  his  stalke  giene  1036 

And  fressher  than  the  May  /  with  floures  newe 

ifor  vriUi  the  Eose  colour  stroof  hir^  hewe 

I  noof  which  was  the  fyner  of  hem  two 

Er  it  were  day  /  as  was  hir  wone  to  do  1040 

She  was  arisen  /  and  al  redy  dight< 

ffor  May  wole  haue  /  no  slogardrie  a  nyg&t* 

The  sesofl  /  priketh  /  euery  gentil  herte  pMf  ic] 

And  maketh  hym  /  out  of  his  slepe  to  sterte  1044 

And  seith  arys  /  and  do  thyn  obseruafice 

This  maked  Emelye  /  haue  remembrance 

To  doon  honour  to  May  /  and  for  to  ryse 

Ydothed  was  she  /  firessh  for  to  deuyse  1048 

Hir  yelow  heer  /  was  broyded  in  a  tresse 

Bihynde  hir  bak  /  a  yerde  long  I  gesse 

And  in  the  gardyn  /  at  the  sonne  yp  nste 

She  walketh  vp  and  doun  /  and  as  hire  liste  1052 

She  gadereth  floures  party  /  white  and  rede 

To  make  a  subtU  gerland  for  hire;  hcde 

And  as  an  Aungel  /  hcuenysshly  she  soong* 

The  grete  tour  /  ^t  was  so  thikko  and  stroong*  1056 

Which  of  the  Castel  /  was  the  chief  dongeoii 

Ther  as  the  knyghtes  /  weren  in  pnso& 

Of  whiche  I  tolde  yow  /  and  tellen  shal 

Was  euene  ioynanf  to  the  gardyn  wal  1060 

Ther  as  this  Emelye  /  hadde  hir  pleyynge 

Bright  was  the  sonne  /  and  cleer  that  morwenynge 

And  this  Palamofi  /  this  woful  prisoner 

As  was  his  wone  /  bi  leue  of  his  gayler  1064 

Was  risen  /  and  romed  /  in  a  chambre  an  heigh 

In  which  /  he  al  the  noble  Citee  seigh 

And  eek  the  gardyn  /  ful  of  braunches  grene 

Ther  as  this  fresshe  Emelye  the  sheene  1068 

Was  in  hire  walk*  and  romed  vp  and  doun 
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This  sorweful  prisoner  /  this  Palamoun 

Groth  in  the  chambre  /  romynge  to  and  fro 

And  to  hym  self  /  compleynynge  of  his  wo  1072 

That  he  was  bom  /  ful  ofte  he  seyde  alias 

And  so  bifel  /  by  auentnre  or  cas 

That  thurgh  a  wyndow  /  thikke  of  many  a  barre 

Of  Iren  /  greet  and  square  as  any  sparre  1076 

He  cast  his  eye  /  vpon  Emelya 

And  ther  with  al  he  bleynte  and  cride  .A, 

As  though  he  stongen  were  vn  to  the  herte 

And  with  that  cry  /  Arcite  anon  vp  sterte  1080 

And  seyde  cosyn  myn  /  what  eyleth  thee 

That  art  so  pale  /  and  deedly  on  to  see 

Why  cridestow  /  who  hath  thee  doon  offence 

ffor  goddes  love  /  taak  al  in  pacience  1084 

Oure  prison  /  for  it  may  noon  oother  be 

Fortune  /  hath  yeuen  vs  this  Aduersitee 

Som  wikke  aspect  /  or  disposicioil 

Of  Satume  /  by  sum  constellacion  1088 

Hath  yeuen  vs  this  /  al  though  we  hadde  it  sworn 

So  stood  the  heuene  /  whan  pat  we  were  bom 

We  moste  endure  /  this  is  the  short  and  playn      DMf  i6,  bade 

IT  This  Palamon  answerde  /  and  seyde  agayn  1092 

Cosyn  for  sothe  /  of  this  opiniofi 

Thow  hast  a  veyn  ymaginaciofi 

This  prison  caused  me  nat  for  to  crye 

But  I  was  hurt*  right  now  thurgh  out  myn  eye  1096 

In  to  myn  herte  /  that  wol  my  bane  be 

The  faimesse  /  of  that  lady  pat  I  see 

Yond  in  the  gardyn  /  romen  to  and  fro 

Is  cause  /  of  al  my  criyng*  and  my  wo  1100 

I  noot*  wher  she  be  /  wowiman  or  goddesse 

But  Venus  is  it  /  soothly  as  I  gesse 

And  thor  with  al  /  on  knees  doun  he  fil 

And  seyde  Venus  /  if  it  be  thy  wil  1104 

Yow  in  this  gardyn  /  thus  to  transfigure 
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Bifore  me  /  sorwefol  wrecche  creature 

Out  of  this  prisofi  /  helptf  fat  we  may  scapen 

And  if  so  be  /  my  destynee  be  shapen  1108 

By  eteme  word  /  to  dyen  in  prisofi 

Of  oiire  lynage  /  haae  som  compassioft 

That  is  so  lowe  ybrog&f  by  tirannye 

And  with  that  word  /  Arcite  gan  espye  1112 

Wher  as  this  lady  /  romed  to  and  fro 

And  with  that  sighte  /  hir  beautee  hurte  hym  so 

That  if  that  Palamon  /  [was]  wounded  sore 

Ardte  is  hurt*  as  moche  as  he  /  or  moore  1116 

And  wit^  a  si^  /  he  seydo  pitously 

The  fresshe  beautee  /  sleeth  me  sodeynly 

Of  hire  /  that  rometh  /  in  the  yonder  place 

And  but  I  haue  /  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace  1120 

That  I  may  seen  hhe  /  atte  leeste  weye 

I  nam  but  deed  /  ther  is  namoore  to  seye 

IT  This  Palamon  /  whan  he  tho  wordes  herde 

Dispitously  /  he  looked  and  answerde  1124 

Wheither  seistow  this  /  in  emesf  or  in  pley  f 

IT  Kay  quod  Arcite  /  in  emest  by  my  fey 

God  helpe  me  so  /  me  list  ful  yuele  pleyo 

IT  This  Palamon  /  gan  knytte  his  browes  tweye  1128 

It  nere  quod  he  to  tbee  /  no  greet  honour 

ffor  to  be  fals  /  ne  for  to  be  traitour 

To  me  /  fat  am  thy  cosyn  and  thy  brother 

Tswom  ful  depe  /  and  ech  of  vs  til  oother  1132 

That  neuere  for  to  dyen  in  the  peyne 

Til  pat  deeth  /  departe  shal  vs  tweyne 

Neither  of  vs  /  in  loue  to  hyndre  oother 

Ne  in  noon  oother  cas  /  my  leeue  brother  1136 

But  pat  thou  sholdest*  trowely  forthrcn  me 

In  eueiy  cas  /  as  I  shal  forthren  thee 

This  was  thyn  ootli  /  and  myn  also  certeyn  OMfiT] 

I  woot  right  wel  /  thou  darst  it  nat  withseyn  1140 

Thus  artow  of  my  conseil  out  of  doute 
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And  now  /  thow  woldest*  falsly  been  aboute 

To  lone  my  lady  /  whom  I  lone  and  serne 

And  euere  shal  /  til  yat  myn  horte  stente  1144 

Kay  certea  fiedse  Aicite  /  thow  shalt  nat  so 

I  loned  hire  first  /  and  tolde  thee  my  wo 

As  to  my  conseil  /  and  to  my  brother  sworn 

To  forthre  me  /  as  I  hane  toold  bifom  114S 

ffor  which  /  thon  art  ybonnden  as  a  knyght^ 

To  helpen  me  /  if  it  lay  in  thy  myg^t 

Or  elles  artow  fals  /  I  dar  wel  seyn 

IT  This  Arcite  /  fitl  proudly  spak  agoyn  1152 

Thow  shalt  qnod  he  /  be  rather  jSak  than  I 

And  thou  art  fals  /  I  telle  thee  ontrely 

ffor  paramoui*  I  loued  hire  first  er  thow 

What  wiltow  seyn  /  thon  wistest  nat  yet  now  1166 

Wheither  she  be  /  a  womman  or  goddesse 

Thyn  is  /  affecciofi  of  hoolynesse 

And  myn  is  lone  /  as  to  a  creatiue 

ffor  which  /  I  tolde  thee  myn  auenture  1160 

As  to  my  cosyn  /  and  my  brother  sworn 

I  pose  /  that  thow  louedest  hire  bifom 

Wostow  nat  wel  /  the  olde  clerkes  sawe 

That  /  who  shal  yeue  a  louere  any  lawe  Y  Qaisiegtm  dtt  wMntnwm 

Lone  is  a  gretter  lawe  /  by  my  pan 

Than  may  be  yeue  /  of  any  erthely  man 

And  therfore  /  positif  lawe  and  swich  decree 

Is  broken  al  day  for  loue  in  ech  degree  1168 

A  man  moot  ncdes  lone  /  mangree  his  heed 

He  may  nat  flee  it*  thogh  he  sholde  be  deed 

Al  be  she  mayde  /  or  wydwe  /  or  elles  wyf 

And  eek*  it  is  nat  likly  al  thy  lyf  1172 

To  stonden  in  hir  grace  /  namoore  shal  I 

ffor  wel  thon  woosf  thy  seluen  verraily 

That  thou  and  I  /  be  dampned  to  prison) 

PerpetueUy  /  vs  gayneth  no  raunsofl  1176 

"We  stryuen  /  as  dide  /  the  houndes  for  the  boon 
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They  fonghte  al  day  /  and  yet  hir  part  was  noon 

Ther  cam  a  kyte  /  whil  they  weren  so  wiothe 

And  baar  awey  the  boon  /  bitwise  hem  bothe  1 180 

And  therfore  /  at  the  kynges  court  my  brother 

Ech  man  for  hym  self  /  ther  is  noon  oother 

Lone  if  thee  list*  for  I  lone  and  ay  shal 

And  soothly  /  leeue  brother  this  is  al  1184 

Heere  in  this  prison  /  moote  we  endure 

And  euerich  of  ys  /  take  his  auenture 

fi  Beet  was  the  stnf  /  and  long  /  bit  wix  hem  tweye   cif  i7,  i»ek] 

^  If  that  I  hadde  /  leyser  for  to  seye  1188 

But  to  theffect  /  it  happed  on  a  day 

To  telle  it  yow  /  as  shortly  as  I  may 

A  worthy  duci  that  highte  P^rotheus 

That  felawe  was  /  to  due  Theseus  1193 

Syn  thilke  day  /  that  they  were  children  lite 

Was  come  to  Atthenes  /  his  felawe  to  visite 

And  for  to  pleye  /  as  he  was  won[t]  to  do 

ffor  in  this  world  /  he  loued  no  man  so  1196 

And  he  loued  hym  /  als  tendrely  agayn 

So  wel  they  louede  /  as  olde  bookes  sayn 

Thai^  whan  fat  oon  was  deed  /  soothly  to  telle 

His  felawe  wente  /  and  soughte  hym  doun  in  helle     1200 

But  of  that  storie  /  list  me  nat  to  write 

Due  P^rotheus  /  loued  wel  Arcite 

And  hadde  hym  knowe  at  Thebes  yeer  by  yere 

And  finally  /  at  requeste  and  preyere  1 204 

Of  Perotheus  /  with  outen  any  raunsofl 

Due  Theseus  /  hym  leet  out  of  prisofl 

ffrely  to  goon  /  wher  fat  hym  liste  oucr  al 

In  swich  a  gyse  /  as  I  you  tellen  shal  1208 

IT  This  was  the  forward  /  pleynly  for  tendite 

Bitwixen  Theseus  /  and  hym  Arcite 

That  if  so  were  /  ^t  Arcite  were  yfounde 

Eaere  in  his  lif  /  by  day  /  or  nygtit  or  stounde  1212 

In  any  contrco  /  of  this  Theseus 
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And  he  were  caught*  it  was  acoided  thus 

That  with  a  sweid  /  he  sholde  lese  his  heed 

Ther  nas  /  noon  oother  remedie  ne  reed  1216 

But  taketh  his  leue  /  and  homwaid  he  him  spodde 

Lat  hym  be  war  /  his  nekke  lith  to  wedde 

IT  How  greet  a  sorwe  /  suflfreth  now  Arcite 

The  deeth  he  feeleth  /  thuzgh  his  herte  smyte  1220 

He  wepeth  /  wayleth  /  crieth  pitously 

To  sleen  hym  self  /  he  waiteth  prtuely 

He  seyde  alias  /  that  day  fat  he  was  bom 

Now  is  my  pnsofl  /  worse  than  bifom  1224 

Now  is  me  shape  /  eternally  to  dwelle 

Kat  in  my  purgatorie  /  but  in  helle 

Alias  /  pat  euere  knew  I  Ferotheus 

ffor  elles  /  hadde  L  dweUed  with  Theseus  1228 

Tfetered  in  his  prisofi  eueremo 

Thanne  hadde  I  been  in  blisse  and  nat  in  wo 

Oonly  /  the  sighte  of  hire  /  whom  pat  I  serue 

Though  pat  I  neuere  /  hir  grace  may  deseme  1232 

Wolde  han  suffised  /  right  ynough  for  me 

O  deere  cosyn  /  Palamon  quod  he 

Thyn  is  the  yictorie  /  of  this  auenture  vmt  isj 

fful  blisfully  in  prison  maistow  dure  1236 

In  prisou) )  certes  nay  /  but  in  Paradys 

Wei  hath  ffortune  /  y-tumed  thee  the  dys 

That  hast  the  sighte  of  hire  /  and  I  thabsence 

ffor  possible  is  /  syn  thou  hast  hire  presence  1240 

And  art  a  knyght*  a  worthy  and  an  ab)o 

That  som  cas  /  syn  ffortune  is  chaungeable 

Thow  maist  to  thy  desir  /  som  tyme  atteyne 

But  I  /  pat  am  exiled  and  bareyne  1244 

Of  alle  grace  /  and  in  so  greet  dispeir 

That  ther  nys  erthe  /  water  /  fir  /  ne  eir 

Ne  creature  /  pat  of  hem  maked  is 

That  may  me  heelo  /  or  doon  confort  in  this  1248 

Wei  oughte  I  sterue  /  in  wanhope  and  distresse 
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fiarwel  /  my  lif  /  my  lust*  and  my  gladnesse' 

if  Alias  /  why  pleynen  folk'  so  in  commune 

Of  paraieansce  of  god  /  or  of  fifortime  1253 

That  yeaeth  hem  fill  ofte  /  in  many  a  gyse 

Wei  bettie  /  than  they  kan  hem  self  deuyse 

8om  man  desireih  /  for  to  han  richesse 

That  cause  is  of  his  moerdre  /  or  greet  siknesso  1256 

And  som  man  wolde  /  out  of  his  prison  fayn 

That  in  his  hous  /  is  of  his  meynee  slayn 

Infinite  harmes  /  been  in  this  mateere 

We  witen  nal^  what  [thing]  we  -ptejen  heere  1260 

We  faren  /  as  he  that  dronke  is  as  a  Mous 

A  dronke  man  woot  wol  /  pat  he  hath  an  hous 

But  he  noot*  which  the  righte  wey  is  thider 

And  to  a  dronke  man  /  the  wey  is  slider  1264 

And  certes  /  in  this  world  so  faren  we 

We  seken  faste  /  after  felicitee 

But  we  goon  wrong*  ful  often  trewely 

Thus  may  we  seyn  alle  /  and  namely  I  1268 

That  wende  /  and  hadde  a  greet  opinioid 

That  if  I  myghte  /  escapen  from  prisofl 

Thanne  hadde  I  been  in  ioye  /  and  perfit  heele 

That  now  /  I  am  exiled  fro  my  wele  1272 

8yn  pat  I  may  nat*  seen  you  Emelye 

I  nam  but  deed  /  ther  nys  no  remedye 

ir  Vp  on  that  oother  syde  /  Palamon 

■ 

Whan  pat  he  wiste  /  Arcite  was  agon  1276 

Swich  sorwe  he  maketh  /  pai  the  grete  tour 

Resouned  /  of  his  youlyng*  and  clamour 

The  pure  fettres  /  on  his  shynes  grete 

Weren  /  of  his  bittre  salte  teeres  wete  1 280 

Alias  quod  he  /  Arcita  cosyn  myn 

Of  al  oure  strif  /  god  woot  the  fruyt  is  thyn 

Thow  walkest  now  in  Thebes  at  thy  laigo  tieafiH, uoek 

And  of  my  wo  /  thow  yeuest  litel  charge  1284 

Thou  mayst  /  ayn  thou  hast  wysdom  ami  manlicde 
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Assemblen  /  alle  the  folk  /  of  oure  kyniede 

And  make  a  wene  /  so  sharpd  on  this  Citee 

That  by  som  auentore  /  or  som  tretee  1288 

Thow  mayst  haue  hir^  to  lady  and  to  wyf* 

ffor  whom  /  fat  I  moste  nedes  lese  my  lyf* 

ffor  /  as  by  wey  of  possibilitee 

Sith  thou  art  at  thy  large  /  of  prison  firee  1292 

And  art  a  lord  /  greet  is  thyn  auauntage 

Moore  than  is  myn  /  fat  sterue  here  in  a  cage 

ffor  I  moot  wope  /  and  wayle  whil  I  lyue 

With  al  the  wo  /  fat  prison  may  me  yeue  1296 

And  eek  -with  peyne  /  fat  lone  me  yeueth  also 

That  doubleth  /  al  my  torment  /  and  my  wo 

Ther  with  /  the  fyr  of  Jalousie  vp  sterte 

With  Line  his  brest*  and  hente  him  by  the  herte         1300 

So  woodly  /  that  he  lyk  was  to  biholde 

The  Boxtree  /  or  the  Asshen  dede  and  colde 

IT  Thanne  seyde  he  /  o  crueel  gooddes  fat  goueme 

This  world  /  wit/t  byndyng*  of  youre  word  et«me        1304 

And  writen  in  the  table  of  Atthamaunf 

Youre  parlement*  and  youre  eteme  graunt 

What  is  mankynde  /  moore  vn  to  you  holde 

Than  is  the  sheepe  /  fat  rouketh  in  the  folde  1308 

ffor  slayn  is  man  /  right  as  another  beosf 

And  dwelleth  eek  /  in  prison  and  arreesf 

And  hath  siknesse  /  and  greet  aduersitee 

And  ofbe  tymes  /  gilt[e]lees  pardeo  1312 

IT  What  gouemance  /  is  in  this  prescience 

That  gUt[e]lees  /  tormenteth  Innocence 

And  yet  encresseth  this  /  al  my  penaunce 

That  man  is  bounden  /  to  his  observaunce  1316 

ffor  goddes  sake  /  to  lotten  of  his  willo 

Ther  as  a  beest  /  may  al  his  lust  fulRUe 

And  whan  a  beest  is  deed  /  he  hath  no  peyne 

But  after  his  deeth  /  man  moot  wepe  and  pleyne         1320 

Though  in  this  world  /  ho  hauo  care  and  wo 
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With  oaten  donte  /  it  may  stonden  so 

The  answere  of  this  /  lete  I  to  dyuynys 

But  well  I  wooi^  pat  in  this  woiid  greet  pyne  ys  1324 

Alias  /  I  se  a  seipenf  or  a  theef  / 

That  many  a  trewe  man  /  hath  doon  mescheef 

Croon  at  his  large  /  and  wheie  hym  list*  may  tome 

But  I  moot  been  in  prison  /  thurgh  Satome  1328 

And  eek  thvi^  Jnno  /  lalons  and  eek  wood 

That  hath  destroyed  /  wel  ny  al  the  blood 

Of  Thebes  /  with  hise  waste  walles  wyde  omivn 

And  venns  /  sleeth  me  on  that  oother  syde  133S 

ffor  lalonsie  /  and  feie  of  hym  Aicito 

If  Now  wol  I  stynte  of  Palaston  a  lite 

And  lete  hym  /  in  his  prisoft  stille  dwelle 

And  of  Aicita  /  forth  I  wol  yow  telle  1336 

^  The  Sonne  passeth  /  and  the  nyghtes  longe 

Encressen  double  wise  /  the  peynes  stronge 

Bothe  /  of  the  louere  /  and  the  prisoner 

I  noot*  which  hath  the  wofuller  mester  1340 

ffor  shortly  for  to  seyn  /  this  Palamoft 

Perpetuelly  /  is  dampned  to  prisofi 

In  cheynes  and  in  fettres  /  to  been  deed 

And  Ardte  /  is  exiled  ypon  his  heed  1344 

ffor  eoere  mo  /  as  out  of  that  contree 

Ne  neu^re  mo  /  he  shal  his  lady  see 

NOw  loneres  /  axe  I  now  tliis  question 
Who  hath  the  worse  /  Arcite  /  or  Palamofl  ?         1348 
That  oon  may  seen  his  lady  /  day  by  day 
But  in  prison  /  he  moot  dwelle  alway 
That  oother  /  wher  hym  list*  may  ride  or  go 
But  seen  his  lady  /  shal  he  neuere  mo  135S 

Kow  demeth  as  yow  list*  ye  that  kan 
ffor  I  wol  telle  forth  /  as  I  bigan. 

IT  Explicit  prima  Pars. 
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%  Seqnitnr  pars  secimda  ^ 

that  Arcite  /  to  Thebes  comen  was 
ffdl  ofte  a  day  /  he  swelte  and  sejde  alias      1356 
ffor  seen  his  lady  /  shal  he  nenere  mo 
And  shortly  /  to  concluden  al  his  wo 
So  muche  sorwe  /  hadde  neuere  creature 
That  is  /  or  shal  /  whil  pat  the  world  may  dure  1360 

His  slepe  /  his  mete  /  his  drynke  /  is  hym  biraft* 
That  lene  he  wexeth  /  and  diye  as  is  a  shaft* 
Hise  eyon  holwe  /  and  giisly  to  biholde 
His  hewo  falow  /  and  pale  as  Asshen  colde  1364 

And  solitarie  he  was  /  and  euere  aUone 
And  waillynge  al  the  nyght*  makynge  his  mono 
And  if  he  herde  /  song*  or  Instrument* 
Thanne  wolde  he  wepe  /  he  mygtite  nat  be  stent*         1368 
So  feble  eek  were  hise  spiritz  and  so  lowe 
And  chaunged  so  /  that  no  man  koude  knowe 
His  speche  nor  his  voys  /  though  men  it  herde 
And  in  his  geere  /  for  al  the  world  he  ferde  1372 

Kat  oonly  /  lik  the  loueris  maladye  aaari9^i»ek] 

Of  Hereos  /  but  rather  lyk  Manye  ^  MaaU 

Engendred  /  of  humour  malencolik* 
Bifom  his  owene  Celle  fantastik*  1376 

And  shortly  /  turned  was  al  yp  so  doun 
Bothe  habit  /  and  eek  disposicioun 
Of  hym  this  woful  louere  daun  Arcite 
IT  What  sholde  I  /  al  day  of  his  wo  endito  1380 

Whan  he  endured  hadde  /  a  yeer  or  two 
This  crueel  torment*  and  this  peyne  and  woo 
At  Thebes  in  his  contree  /  as  I  seyde 
Yp  on  a  nyght  /  in  sleeps  as  he  hym  leyde  1384 

Hym  thoughte  /  how  that*  the  wyuged  god  Mercurie 
Bifom  hym  stood  /  and  bad  hym  to  be  murio 
His  slepy  yerde  /  in  bond  he  bar  vprighte 
An  hat  he  werede  /  vp  hise  hens  brighte  1388 
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Arrayed  was  this  god  /  as  I  took  keep0 

As  he  was  /  whan  pat  Aigos  took  his  sleepa 

And  seyde  hym  thus  /  to  Atthenes  shaltou  wende 

Ther  is  thee  shapen  /  of  thy  wo  an  ende  1392 

And  with  that  woid  /  Arcite  wook*  and  sterte 

Now  trewely  /  hou  soore  Jjat  me  smerte 

Qnod  he  /  to  Atthenes  /  right  now  wol  I  fare 

Ne  for  the  drede  of  deeth  /  shal  I  nat  spare  1396 

To  se  my  lady  /  that  I  lone  and  seme 

In  hir6  presence  /  I  recche  nat  to  sterue 

IT  And  wit^  that  word  /  he  caughte  a  greet  Mirour 

And  sangh  /  fat  chaunged  was  al  his  colour  1400 

And  san^  his  visage  /  al  in  another  kynde 

And  right  anon  /  it  ran  hym  in  his  mynde 

That  sith  his  face  /  was  so  disfigured 

Of  maladye  /  the  which  he  haddo  endured  1404 

He  myghte  wel  /  if  fat  he  bar  hym  lowe 

Lyue  in  Atthenes  /  eueremoore  vnknowe 

And  seen  his  lady  /  wel  ny  day  by  day 

And  right  anon  /  he  chaunged  his  array  1408 

And  cladde  hym  /  as  a  poure  laborer 

And  al  allone  /  saue  oonly  a  Squier 

That  know  his  pr/uetco  /  and  al  his  cas 

"VThich  was  disgisod  /  pourely  as  he  was  1412 

To  Atthenes  /  is  he  goon  the  nexto  way 

And  to  the  courf  he  wente  vp  on  a  day 

And  at  the  gate  /  he  profreth  his  seruyso 

To  drugge  and  drawe  /  what  so  men  wol  douyse  1416 

And  shortly  /  of  this  matere  for  to  seyn 

He  fil  in  office  /  with  a  Chamberleyn 

The  which  pat  dwcUynge  was  with  Emelye 

ffor  he  was  wys  /  and  koudo  soone  cspye  1420 

Of  euery  seruafit  which  that  seruoth  here  n«f  M] 

Wel  koudo  he  /  hewcn  wode  /  and  water  hero 

ffor  he  was  yong  /  and  myghty  for  the  nones 

And  ther  to  /  ho  was  long  /  and  big*  of  bones  1424 
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To  doon  /  that  any  wigllt  /  kon  hym  deuyse 

A  yeer  or  two  /  he  was  in  this  seruyse 

Page  of  the  chambre  /  of  Emelye  the  brighte 

And  Philostrate  /  he  seyde  pat  he  highte  1428 

But  half  /  so  wel  /  biloued  a  man  as  he 

Ne  was  ther  neuere  in  Court*  of  his  degree 

He  was  so  gentil  of  his  condicioun 

That  thurghout  al  the  Court*  was  his  renoun  1432 

They  seyden  /  that  it  were  a  charitee 

That  Theseus  /  wolde  euhauncen  his  degree 

And  putten  hym  /  in  worshipful  seruyse 

Ther  as  he  myghte  /  his  vertu  excercise  1436 

And  thus  /  with  Inne  a  while  /  his  name  is  spronge 

Bothe  of  hise  dedes  /  and  his  goode  tonge 

That  Theseus  /  hath  taken  hym  so  neer 

That  of  his  chambre  /  he  made  hym  a  Squier  1440 

And  gaf  him  gold  /  to  mayntene  his  degree 

And  eek*  men  broghte  hym  /  out  of  his  contree 

ffrom  yeer  to  yeer  /  ful  pryuely  his  rente 

But  honestly  /  and  slyly  he  it  spente  1444 

That  no  man  wondred  /  how  fat  he  it  hadde 

And  thre  yeer  in  this  wise  /  his  lif  he  ladde 

And  bar  hym  so  /  in  pees  /  and  eek  in  werre 

Ther  was  no  man  /  pat  Theseus  hath  derre  1448 

And  in  this  blisse  /  lete  I  now  Arcite 

And  speke  I  wole  /  of  Palamon  a  lite 

TN  derknesse  and  horrible  /  and  strong  prison 

•^  Thise  seuen  yeer  /  hath  seten  Palamon  1452 

fforpyned  /  what  for  wo  /  and  for  distresse 

Who  feeleth  /  double  soor  heuynesse 

But  Palamon  /  that  loue  destreyneth  so 

That  wood  out  of  his  wit*  he  goth  for  wo  1466 

And  eek  ther  to  /  he  is  a  prisoner 

Perpetuelly  /  noght  oonly  /  for  a  yer 

IF  Who  koude  ryme  in  englyssh  proprely 

His  martirdom  /  for  sothe  it  am  nat  1 .  1460 
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Theifore  I  passe  /  as  lightly  as  I  may 

IT  It  f el  /  that  in  the  seuenthe  yor  in  May 

The  thiidde  nyghf  as  olde  bookes  seyn 

That  al  this  stone  /  tellen  mooie  pleyn  1464 

Were  it*  by  auentore  or  /  destynee 

As  whan  a  thyng  is  shapen  /  it  shal  be 

That  soone  after  the  mydnyghf  PalamoD) 

By  helpyng<  of  a  fireend  /  biak  his  prisoiL  1468 

^  And  fleeth  the  Citee  /  faste  as  he  may  go  (imfto,iMek] 

£for  he  hade  yeae  /  his  gayler  drynke  so 

Of  a  Clarree  maad  /  of  a  certeyn  wyn 

Of  Nercotikes  /  and  Opie  of  Thebes  fyn    ^  Opium  ThebAicum. 

That  al  that  nyght*  thogh  pat  men  wolde  him  shake 

The  gayler  sleepe  /  he  myghte  nat  awake 

IT  And  thus  he  fleeth  /  as  faste  as  exxere  he  may 

The  nyght  was  shorf  and  faste  by  the  day  1476 

That  nodes  cosf  he  moot  hym  seluen  hyde 

And  tU  a  groue  /  faste  ther  bisyde 

'With  dredeful  foot*  thanno  stalketh  Palamon 

ffor  shortly  /  this  was  his  opinion)  1480 

That  in  that  groue  /  he  woldo  hym  hyde  al  day 

And  in  the  nyght  /  tlionno  wolde  ho  take  his  way 

To  Thebes  ward  /  his  froendes  for  to  prcye 

On  Theseus  /  to  helpe  him  to  werreye  1484 

And  shortly  /  outher  ho  wolde  Icse  his  lif 

Or  wynnen  Emelye  /  vn  to  his  wyf 

This  is  thefifecf  and  his  entente  pleyn 

IT  Now  wol  I  tume  /  to  Arcite  agcyn  1488 

That  litel  ^fviste  /  how  ny  fat  was  his  care 

Til  pat  ffortune  /  liad  broght  hi7/i  in  the  snare 

rrhe  bisy  larke  /  mossagcr  of  day 

■*■  Salueth  in  hir  song  /  the  morwe  gray  1492 

And  firy  Phebua  /  riseth  vp  so  brighte 

That  al  the  Orient*  laugheth  of  the  lighte 

And  with  hise  stromcs  /  dryeth  in  the  greuos 

The  siluer  dropes  /  huugyngo  on  the  leues  1496 
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And  Arcita  /  that  is  in  the  court  Boial 

With  Theseus  /  his  Squier  piincipal 

Is  risen  /  and  looketh  on  the  myrie  day 

And  for  to  doon  /  his  obseruaunce  to  May  1500 

Eemembrynge  /  on  the  poynt  of  his  desir 

He  on  a  Courser  /  startlynge  as  the  fir 

Is  riden  in  to  the  feeldes  /  hym  to  pleye 

Out  of  the  Court*  were  it  a  myle  or  tweye  1504 

And  to  the  groue  /  of  which  pat  I  yow  tolde 

By  auenture  /  his  wey  /  he  gan  to  holde 

To  makon  hym  /  a  gerland  /  of  the  greues 

Were  it  of  wodebyndo  /  or  hawethom  leues  1508 

And  loudo  he  song*  ayeyn  the  sonne  shene 

May  /  with  alle  thy  floures  and  thy  grene 

Wei  come  be  thou  /  faire  fresshe  May 

In  hope  /  pat  I  som  grene  geto  may  1512 

And  from  his  courser  /  with  a  lusty  herte 

In  to  a  groue  /  ful  hastily  he  sterte 

And  in  a  path  /  he  rometh  vp  and  doun 

Ther  as  by  auenture  /  this  Pakmou)  1516 

Was  in  a  bussH  /  that  no  man  myghte  hym  se  iimiti] 

ffor  soore  aferd  of  his  deeth  /  thanne  was  he 

No  thyng*  ne  knew  he  /  that  it  was  Arcite 

Crod  woof  he  wolde  haue  trowed  it  ful  lite  1520 

But  sooth  is  seyd  /  go  sithen  many  yeres 

That  feeld  hath  eyen  /  and  the  wodo  hath  eres 

It  is  ful  fair  /  a  man  to  here  hym  euene 

ffor  al  day  /  meetoth  men  at  vnset  steuene  1524 

fiful  litel  woot  Arcite  of  his  felawe 

That  was  so  ny  /  to  herknen  al  his  sawe 

fibr  in  the  bussh  /  he  sitteth  now  ful  stiUe 

IT  Whan  pat  Arcite  /  hadde  romed  al  his  fille  1528 

And  songen  al  the  roundel  lustily 

In  to  a  studie  /  he  fil  al  sodeynly 

As  doon  thise  loueres  /  in  hir  queynte  gerea 

Now  in  the  crop«  /  now  doun  in  the  breres  1532 
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Kow  vp  /  now  doun  /  as  boket*  in  a  welle 

"Bight  as  the  firiday  /  soothly  for  to  telle 

Now  it  shyneth  /  now  it  reyneth  feste 

Rig&t  so  /  kan  geery  Yenus  ouer  caste  1536 

The  hertes  of  hir  folk  /  right  as  hir  day 

Is  gereM  /  right  so  chaungeth  she  array 

IBelde  is  the  firiday  /  al  the  wowke  ylike 

IT  Whan  fat  Arcite  had  songe  /  he  gan  to  sike  1540 

And  sette  hym  doun  /  with  oaten  any  moore 

Alias  quod  he  /  that  day  fat  I  was  bore 

How  longe  luno  /  thnrgh  thy  crueltee 

Woltow  werreyen  Thebes  the  Citee  1544 

Alias  /  ybroght  is  to  confusioil 

The  blood  roial  /  of  Cadme  and  Amphioll  Y  CsdmiM 

Of  Cadmus  /  which  pat  was  the  firste  man 

That  Thebes  bulte  /  or  first  the  toun  bigan  1548 

And  of  the  Citee  /  first  was  crouned  kyng* 

Of  his  lynage  am  I  /  and  his  of  8pr3mg  / 

By  verray  ligne  /  as  of  the  stok  roial 

And  now  I  am  /  so  caytyf  /  and  so  thral     "  1552 

That  he  /  that  is  my  mortal  enemy 

I  serue  hym  /  as  his  squier  pourely 

And  yet  /  dooth  luno  me  /  wel  moore  shame 

ffor  I  dar  noghf  biknowe  myn  owene  name  1556 

But  ther  as  I  /  was  wonf  to  highto  Arcite 

Now  highte  I  Philostrate  /  noght  worth  a  myte 

Alias  thou  felle  Mars  /  alias  luno 

Thus  hath  youre  Ire  /  oure  kynrede  al  fordo  1560 

Saue  oonly  me  /  and  wrecched  PalamoQ 

That  Theseus  /  martireth  in  prisofl 

And  ouer  al  this  /  to  sleen  me  outrely 

Loue  hath  /  his  fiiy  darf  so  brennyngly  1564 

Ystiked  /  thurgh  my  trewe  careful  her^e  QMf  ti,  bMk] 

That  shapen  was  my  deeth  /  erst  than  my  sherte 

Ye  sleen  me  /  with  youre  eyen  Emelye 

Ye  been  the  cause  /  wherforo  fat  I  dye  1568 
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Of  al  the  remenant*  of  myn  oother  care 

Ke  sette  I  nat*  the  montance  of  a  tare 

So  fat  I  koudo  /  doon  aught*  to  youre  plesaxmce 

And  with  that  word  /  he  fil  doon  in  a  traunce  1572 

A  longe  tyme  /  and  after  he  vp  steite 

IT  This  Palamofl  /  pat  thoughte  pat  thurgh  his  herte 

Ho  felte  a  coold  swerd  /  sodeynliche  glyde 

ffor  Ire  he  quook  /  no  longer  wolde  he  byde  1576 

And  whan  pat  he  /  had  herd  Arcites  tale 

Ab  he  were  wood  /  wtt^  face  /  deed  and  pale 

He  stirte  hym  vp  /  out  of  the  buskes  thikke 

And  seide  Arcite  /  false  traytonr  wikke  1580 

I^ow  artow  henf  that  louest  my  lady  so 

ffor  whom  pat  I  hane  /  al  this  peyne  and  wo 

And  art  my  blood  /  and  to  my  conseil  sworn 

As  I  fill  ofte  /  haue  seyd  thee  heer  bifom  1584 

And  hast  byiaped  heere  /  duci  Theseus 

And  falsly  /  chaungcd  hast  /  thy  name  thus 

I  wol  be  deed  /  or  elles  thou  shalt  dye 

Thou  shalt  nat  /  loue  my  lady  Emelye  1588 

But  I  wol  loue  hire  oonly  /  and  namo 

ffor  I  am  Palamon  /  thy  mortal  foo 

And  though  pat  I  no  wepene  haue  in  this  place 

But  out  of  prison  /  am  astert  by  grace  1592 

I  drede  noght  /  pat  outher  thow  shalt  dye 

Or  thow  ne  shalt  nat*  louen  Emelyo 

Ghees  which  thou  wolt*  or  thou  shalt  nat  asterte 

IT  This  Arcite  /  with  fill  despitous  herte  1596 

Whan  he  hym  knew  /  and  hadde  his  tale  herdi 

As  fiers  as  leoii)  /  pulled  out  his  swercl 

And  seyde  thus  /  by  god  pat  sit  aboue 

Nere  it  /  Jjat  thou  art*  sik*  and  wood  for  loue  1600 

And  eek*  pat  thow  no  wepne  liast*  in  this  place 

Thou  sholdest  neuere  /  out  of  this  groue  pace 

That  thou  ne  sholdest*  dyen  of  myn  hond 

ffor  I  dofye  /  the  scurcto  and  the  bond  1604 
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Which  that  thon  seist*  fat  I  hane  maad  to  thee 

What  verray  fool  /  thynk*  wel  /  Jot  loue  is  JBre 

And  I  wol  lone  hir^  /  mawgree  al  thy  myght 

But  for  as  muche  /  thou  art  a  worthy  knyghf  1608 

And  wihiest*  to  darreyne  hire  hy  bataille 

Haue  heer  my  trouthe  /  tomorwe  I  wol  nat  failo 

With  onte  wityng*  of  any  oother  wight 

That  heero  /  I  wol  be  foonden  as  a  knyght*  1612 

And  biyDgen  hameys  /  right  ynough  for  thee  [imf  tt] 

And  chese  the  beste  /  and  leue  the  worste  for  me 

And  mete  and  diynke  /  this  nyght  wol  I  brynge 

Ynough  for  thee  /  and  clothes  for  thy  beddynge  1616 

And  if  80  be  /  that  thou  my  lady  wynne 

And  sle  me  in  this  wode  /  ther  I  am  Inne 

Thow  mayst  wel  haue  thy  lady  /  as  for  me 

IT  This  Palamon  answerde  /  I  graunte  it  thee  1620 

And  thus  they  been  departed  /  til  amorwe 

Whan  ech  of  hem  /  had  leyd  his  feith  to  borwe 

A  Cupide  /  out  of  alle  charitce 

"  O  regno  /  fat  wolt  no  felawe  haue  with  thee  1624 

fiul  sooth  is  seyd  /  fat  loue  ne  lordshipe 

Wol  noghf  hir  thankes  /  haue  no  felaweshipe 

Wel  fjmden  that*  Arcite  and  Palamon) 

Arcite  is  riden  anon  /  vn  to  the  toun  1628 

And  on  the  morwe  /  er  it  were  dayes  light* 

fiful  pWuely  /  two  hameys  hath  he  dight 

Bothe  suffisaunt*  and  mote  to  darreyne 

The  bataille  in  the  feeld  /  bitwix  hem  tweyne  1632 

And  on  his  hors  /  allone  as  he  was  bom 

He  carieth  /  al  the  hameys  /  hym  bifom 

And  in  the  groue  /  at  tyme  and  place  ysef 

This  Arcite  /  and  this  Palamon  ben  met*  1636 

To  chaungen  /  gan  the  colour  in  hir  face 

Bight  as  the  nunters  /  in  the  regno  of  Trace 

That  stondeth  at  the  gappo  with  a  spere 

^Vhan  hunted  is  /  the  Icoii)  and  the  bore  1 640 
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And  hereth  hym  /  come  russhyng^  in  the  greoes 

And  breketh  /  bothe  bowes  /  and  the  leues 

And  thynketh  /  heere  cometh  my  mortal  enemy 

With  oute  fjEule  /  he  moot  be  deed  /  or  I;  1644 

ffor  outher  / 1  moot  sleen  hym  at  the  gappe 

Or  he  moot  sleen  me  /  if  pat  me  myshappe 

So  ferden  they  /  in  chaungyng*  of  hir  hewe 

As  f er  /  as  euerich  of  hem  oother  knewe  1648 

IT  Ther  nas  no  good  day  ne  no  saluyng* 

But  streighf  with  oaten  word  /  or  rehersyng* 

Euerich  of  hem  /  heelp^  for  to  armen  oother 

As  keenly  /  as  he  were  his  owene  brother  1662 

And  after  that*  with  sharpe  speres  stronge 

They  foynen  ech  at  oother  wonder  longe 

Thou  myghtest  wene  /  that  this  Falamoii) 

In  his  fightyng<  were  [as]  a  wood  leoii)  1656 

And  as  a  crueel  Tigre  was  Arcite 

As  wilde  bores  /  gonne  they  to  smyte 

That  frothen  whit  as  foom  /  for  Ire  wood 

Yp  to  the  Anclee  /  foghte  they  in  hir  blood  1660 

IT  And  in  this  wise  /  I  lete  hem  fightyng  dwelle  ciMfsi^bMk] 

And  forth  I  wole  /  of  Theseus  yow  telle 

rrhe  destinee  /  Ministre  general 

"■-  That  executeth  /  in  the  world  ou^  al  1664 

The  purueiaunce  /  that  god  hath  seyn  bifom 

So  strong  it  is  /  fat  though  the  world  had  sworn 

The  contrarie  of  a  thyng*  by  ye  or  nay 

Yet  somtyme  /  it  shal  fallen  on  a  day  1668 

That  falleth  nat  eft*  with  Inne  a  thousand  yeere 

ffor  certeinly  /  oure  appetites  heere 

Be  it*  of  werre  /  or  pees  /  or  hate  /  or  loue 

Al  is  this  reuled  /  by  the  sighte  aboue  1672 

IT  This  mene  I  now  /  by  myghty  Theseus 

That  for  to  hunteu  /  is  so  desirus 

And  namely  /  at  the  grete  hert  in  May 

That  in  his  bod  /  ther  daweth  hym  no  day  1676 

ELLESMERE  48 


0BOUP  A.    §  2.   knight's  talk.  EUasmere  KS.  49 

That  he  nys  clad  /  and  ledy  for  to  ryde 

With  hnnte  and  horn  /  and  houndes  hym  bisyde 

ffor  in  his  huntyng* .  hath  he  swich  delit 

That  it  is  /  al  his  ioye  and  appetit  1680 

To  been  hym  self  /  the  grete  heites  bane 

ffor  after  Mars  /  he  serueth  now  dyane 

IT  Cleer  was  the  day  /  as  I  haae  toold  er  this 

And  Theseus  /  with  alle  ioye  and  blis  1684 

With  his  ypolita  /  the  fedre  queene 

And  Emelye  /  clothed  al  in  grene 

On  hontyng  be  they  riden  roially 

And  to  the  grone  /  that  stood  M  faste  by  1688 

In  which  ther  was  an  herf  as  men  hym  tolde 

Dae  Thesens  /  the  streighte  wey  hath  holde 

And  to  the  laonde  /  he  rideth  hym  ful  right/ 

ffor  thider  was  the  hert*  wont  haue  his  fli^t  1692 

And  oner  a  brook  /  and  so  forth  in  his  weye 

This  doc* .  wol  ban  a  cours  at  hym  or  tweye 

With  houndes  /  swiche  as  hym  list  comaunde 

^  And  whan  this  due*  was  come  vn  to  the  launde       1696 

Ynder  the  sonne  he  looketh  /  and  anon 

He  was  war  /  of  Arcite  and  Palamon) 

That  foughten  breme  /  as  it  were  bores  two 

The  brighte  swerdes  /  wenten  to  and  fro  1700 

So  hidously  /  that  wtt^  the  leeste  strook* 

It  semed  /  as  it  wolde  fille  an  ook* 

But  what  they  were  /  no  thyng*  he  ne  woof 

This  due*  his  courser  /  "with  his  spores  smoot*  1704 

And  at  a  stert*  he  was  bitwix  hem  two 

And  pulled  out  a  swerd  /  and  cride  hoo 

I^amoore  /  vp  on  peyne  of  lesynge  of  youre  heed 

By  myghty  Mars  /  he  shal  anon  be  deed  1708 

That  smyteth  any  strook* .  that  I  may  seen  l^mtn} 

But  telleth  me  /  what  mystiers  men  ye  been 

That  been  so  hardy  /  for  to  lighten  heere 

With  outen  luge  /  or  oother  Officere  1712 
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As  it  were  /  in  a  lystes  roially 

IT  This  Pakmon  /  answerde  hastily 

And  seyde  /  sire  /  what  nedeth  wordes  mo 

We  haue  /  the  deeth  /  disserued  bothe  two  171^ 

Two  wofol  wrecches  been  we  /  two  caytyues 

That  been  encombred  /  of  oure  oweno  lyues 

And  as  thou  art*  a  rightful  lord  and  luge 

Ne  yeue  vs  /  neither  mercy  ne  refuge  1720 

But  sle  me  first*  for  seinte  charitee 

But  sle  my  felawe  eek*  as  wel  as  me 

Or  sle  hym  first* .  for  though  thow  knowest  it  lite 

This  is  thy  mortal  foo  /  this  is  Arcite  *  1724 

That  &o  thy  lond  /  is  banys^ed  on  his  heed 

ffor  which  /  he  hath  deserued  to  be  deed 

fifor  this  is  he  /  pat  cam  vn  to  thy  gate 

And  seyde  /  pat  he  highte  Philostrate  1728 

Thus  hath  he  iaped  thee  /  ful  many  a  yer 

And  thou  hast*  maked  hym  thy  chief  Squier 

And  this  is  he  /  that  loueth  Emelye 

ffor  sith  the  day  is  come  /  fat  I  shal  dye  1732 

I  make  pleynly  /  my  confession 

That  I  am  /  thilke  woful  Palamon) 

That  hath  /  thy  prisofk  broken  wikkedly 

I  am  thy  mortal  foo  /  and  it  am  I  1736 

That  loueth  so  hoote  /  Emelye  the  brighte 

That  I  wol  dye  /  present  in  hir  sighto 

Therfore  I  axe  deeth  /  and  my  luwise 

But  sle  my  felawe  /  in  the  same  wise  1 740 

ffor  bothe  /  han  we  deserued  to  be  slayn 

IT  This  worthy  due*  answerde  anon  agayn 

And  seyde  /  this  is  a  short  conclusion 

Youre  owene  mouth  /  by  youre  confessiofi  1744 

Hath  dampned  yow  /  and  I  wol  it  recorde 

It  nedeth  noght  /  to  pyne  yow  w/t/t  the  corde 

Ye  shal  be  deed  /  by  myghty  Mars  the  rede 

%  The  queene  anon  /  for  verray  wommanhede  1748 
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Gan  for  to  wepe  /  and  so  dide  Emelye 
And  alle  the  ladyes  /  in  the  compaignye 
Greet  pitee  was  if  as  it  thoughte  hem  alle 
That  euere  /  swich  a  chaimce  sholde  falle 
ffor  gentil  men  they  were  /  of  greet  estaaf 
And  no  thyng*  but  for  lone  was  this  debaaf 
And  sangh  hir  blody  woundes  /  wyde  and  soore 
And  alle  crieden  /  bothe  lasse  and  moore 
Haue  mercy  Lord  /  yp  on  vs  wommen  alle 
And  on  hir  bare  knees  /  adoun  they  falle 
And  wolde  haue  kist  his  feet*  ther  as  he  stood 
TlL  at  the  laste  /  aslaked  was  his  mood 
ffor  pitee  /  renneth  soone  in  gentil  herte 
And  though  /  he  first*  for  Ire  quook  and  sterte 
He  hath  considered  /  shortly  in  a  clause 
The  trespas  of  hem  bothe  /  and  eek  the  cause 
And  al  though  pat  his  Ire  /  hir  gilt  accused 
Yet  in  his  resoil  /  he  hem  bothe  excused 
And  thus  /  he  thoghte  wel  pat  euery  man 
"^ol  helpe  hym  self  in  loue  /  if  that  he  kan 
And  eek*  deliucre  hym  self  /  out  of  prisoft 
And  eek*  his  herte  hadde  compassioft 
Of  wommen  /  for  they  wepen  euere  in  oon 
And  /  in  his  gentil  herte  /  he  thoughte  anon 
And  softe  vn  to  hym  self  /  he  seyde  fy  / 
Vp  on  a  lord  /  that  wol  haue  no  mercy 
But  been  a  leon)  /  bothe  in  word  and  dede 
To  hem  /  pat  been  in  repentafice  and  dredo 
As  wel  /  as  to  a  proud  despitous  man 
That  wol  maynteyne  /  that  he  first  bigan 
That  lord  /  hath  litel  of  discreciofl 
That  in  swich  cas  /  kan  no  dimsioft 
But  weyeth  /  pride  and  humblesse  after  oon 
And  shortly  /  whan  his  Ire  /  is  thus  agoon 
He  gan  to  looken  yp  /  with  eycn  lighte 
And  spak  thise  same  wordcs  /  al  on  highte 
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IT  The  god  of  loue  /  A  benedicite 

How  myghty  /  and  how  greet  a  lord  is  he 

Ayeyns  his  myghf  ther  gayneth  none  obstacles 

He  may  be  cleped  a  god  /  for  hise  myracles  1788 

ffor  he  kan  maken  /  at  his  owene  gyse 

Of  euerich  herte  /  as  pat  hym  list  diuyse 

Lo  heero  this  Arcite  /  and  this  Palamoid 

That  quitly  weren  /  out  of  my  prisofi  1792 

And  myghte  /  han  lyued  in  Thebes  roially 

And  witen  /  I  am  hir  mortal  enemy 

And  fat  hir  deth  /  lith  in  my  myg^t  also 

And  yet  hath  loue  /  maugree  hir  eyen  two  1796 

[Y-]Brogfit  hem  hyder  /  bothe  for  to  dye 

Now  looketh  /  is  nat  that*  an  heigh  folye 

IT  Who  may  [nat]  been  a  fole  /  but  if  he  loue 

Bihqold  /  for  goddes  sake  pat  sit  aboue  1800 

Se  how  they  blede  /  be  they  noght  wel  arrayed 

Thus  hath  hir  lord  /  the  god  of  loue  ypayed 

Hir  wages  /  and  hir  fees  /  for  hir  seruyse 

And  yet  they  wenen  /  for  to  been  ful  wyse  1804 

That  seruen  loue  /  for  aught  that  may  bifalle  [leaf  u] 

But  this  is  yet*  the  beste  game  of  alle 

That  she  /  for  whom  they  han  this  lolitee 

Kan  hem  ther  fore  /  as  muche  thank  /  as  me  1808 

She  woot*  namoore  /  of  al  this  hoote  fare 

By  god  /  than  woot  a  Cokkow  of  an  hare 

But  all  moot  ben  assayed  /  hoot  and  eool^ 

A  man  moot  ben  a  fool  /  or  yong*  or  ool^  1812 

I  woot  it  by  my  self  /  ful  yore  agon 

ffor  in  my  tyme  /  a  seruant  was  I  oon 

And  therfore  /  syn  I  knowe  of  loues  peyne 

And  woot  hou  soore  /  it  kan  a  man  distreyne  1816 

As  he  /  fat  hath  /  ben  caught  ofte  in  his  laas 

I  yow  foryeue  /  al  hoolly  this  trespaas 

At  roquoste  of  the  queene  /  pat  kneleth  he«re 

And  eck  of  Emelye  /  my  suster  deere  1820 
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And  je  shul  bothe  /  anon  vn  to  me  swere 

That  neuere  mo  /  ye  shal  my  contree  dere 

Ke  make  werre  vp  on  me  nygM  ne  day 

But  been  my  freendes  /  in  al  that  ye  may  1824 

I  yow  foryeue  /  this  trespas  euery  deel 

And  they  him  sworen  /  his  axyng*  faire  and  weel 

And  hym  of  lordshipe  /  and  of  mercy  preyde 

And  he  hem  graunteth  grace  /  and  thus  he  seyde         1828 

rpO  speke  /  of  roial  lynage  and  richesse 

-*■  Though  pat  she  were  a  queene  or  a  pnncesse 

£ch  of  you  bothe  /  is  worthy  doutelees 

To  wedden  whan  tyme  is  doutelees  1832 

I  speke  /  as  for  my  suster  Emelye 

ffor  whom  ye  haue  /  this  strif  and  lalousyo 

Ye  woot  your  self"  she  may  nat  wedden  two 

Atones  /  though  ye  fightcn  eueremo  1836 

That  oon  of  you  /  al  be  hjrm  looth  or  lief/ 

He  moot[e]  pipen  /  in  an  yiiy  leef 

This  is  to  seyn  /  she  may  nat  now  han  bothe 

Al  be  ye  neuer  so  lalouse  /  ne  so  wrothe  1840 

And  for  thy  /  I  yow  putte  in  this  degree 

That  ech  of  yow  /  shal  haue  his  destyneo 

As  hym  is  shape  /  and  herkneth  in  what  wyso 

Lo  heere  your  ende  /  of  that  I  shal  deuyse  1844 

"ICy  wyl  is  this  /  for  plat  conclusion 

•^^  With  outen  /  any  repplicaciofi 

If  that  you  liketh  /  take  it*  for  the  beste 

That  euerich  of  you  /  shal  gocMi  where  hym  leste         1848 

£&ely  /  with  outen  raunson  /  or  daunger 

And  this  day  fifty  wykes  /  fer  ne  ner 

Euerich  of  you  /  shal  brynge  an  hundred  knyghtes 

Armed  for  lystes  /  vp  at  alle  rightes  1852 

IT  Al  redy  /  to  darreyne  hire  by  bataille  OMf  14,  bMk] 

And  this  bihote  I  yow  /  with  outen  faille 

Yp  on  my  trouthe  /  and  as  I  am  a  knyghf 

That  wheithor  of  yow  bothe  pat  hath  myght*  1856 
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This  is  to  seyn  /  that  wheither  he  or  thow 

May  with  his  hundred  /  as  I  spak  of  now 

Sleen  his  contrarie  /  or  out  of  Ijstes  dryue 

Thanne  shal  I  yeue  /  Emelya  to  wyue  1860 

To  whom  pat  ffortune  /  yenoth  so  fair  a  grace 

Tho  lystes  /  shal  I  maken  in  this  place 

And  god  80  wisly  /  on  my  soule  rewe 

As  I  shal  euene  luge  been  and  trewe  1864 

Ye  shul  noon  oother  ende  /  wtt^  me  maken 

That  oon  of  yow  /  ne  shal  be  deed  or  taken 

And  if  yow  thynketh  /  this  is  weel  ysayd 

Seyeth  youre  auys  /  and  holdeth  you  apayd  1868 

This  is  youre  ende  /  and  youre  conclusiofi 

%  Who  looketh  lightly  now  /  but  Palamoii 

Who  spryngeth  vp  for  ioye  /  but  Arcite 

Who  kouthe  telle  /  or  who  kouthe  endite  1872 

The  ioye  /  pat  is  maked  in  the  place 

Whan  Theseus  /  hath  doon  so  flEur  a  grace 

But  doun  on  knees  /  wente  every  maner  wight* 

And  thonken  hym  /  -with  al  hir  herte  and  myghf       1876 

And  namely  the  Thebans  often  sithe 

And  thus  with  good  hope  /  and  -with  herte  blithe 

They  taken  hir  leue  /  and  homward  gonne  they  ride 

To  Thebes  /  with  hise  olde  walles  wyde  1880 

IT  Explicit  secunda  para 

IT  Sequit/wr  pars  tercia 

T  trowe  /  men  wolde  deme  it  necligence 

-■•  If  I  foryete  /  to  tellen  the  dispence 

Of  Theseus  /  that  gooth  so  bisily 

To  maken  yp  /  the  lystes  roially  1884 

That  swich  a  noble  Theatre  /  as  it  was 

I  dar  wel  seyn  /  in  this  world  ther  nas 

The  circuit  /  a  myle  was  aboute 

Walled  of  stoon  /  and  dyched  al  with  oute  1888 

Eound  was  the  shape  /  in  manere  of  compaas 
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fful  of  dc^giees  /  the  heighte  of  sixty  pas 

That  whan  a  man  /  was  set  /  on  o  degree 

He  lette  nat*  his  felawe  for  to  see  1892 

IT  Estward  /  ther  stood  a  gate  of  Marbul  whit/ 

Westward  right  swich  another  in  the  opposit* 

IT  And  shortly  to  concluden  /  swich  a  place  [iMf  ssj 

Was  noon  in  erthe  /  as  in  so  litel  space  1896 

ffor  in  the  lond  /  ther  was  no  crafty  man 

That  geometric  or  Ars  Metrik  kan 

Ne  portreitovr  /  ne  keruer^  of  ymages 

That  Theseus  /  ne  yaf  [him]  mete  and  wages  1900 

The  Theatre  /  for  to  maken  and  deuyse 

And  for  to  doon  /  his  ryte  and  sacrifise 

He  Estward  /  hath  yp  on  the  gate  aboue 

In  worahipe  of  Yenus  goddesse  of  loue  1904 

Doon  make  an  Auter  /  and  an  Oratorio 

And  on  the  westward  /  in  memorie 

Of  Mars  /  he  maked  hath  right  swich  another 

That  coste  largely  /  of  gold  a  fother  1908 

And  l^orthward  /  in  a  Touret  /  on  the  wal 

Of  Alabastre  whit*  and  reed  coral 

An  Oratorio  /  riche  for  to  see 

In  worships  of  Dyane  of  Chastitee  1912 

Hath  Theseus  doon  wroght*  in  noble  wyse 

%  But  yef  hadde  I  foryeten  to  deuyse 

The  noble  keruyng*  and  the  portreitures 

The  shap0  /  the  contenaunce  and  the  figures  1916 

That  weren  /  in  tliise  Oratories  thre 

IT  ffirst*  in  the  temple  of  Venus  /  maystow  se 

Wroght  on  the  wal  /  ful  pitous  to  biholde 

The  broken  slepes  /  and  the  sikes  colde  1920 

The  sacred  toeris  /  and  the  waymentynge 

The  fiiy  strokes  /  and  the  desirynge 

That  loues  seruauntz  /  in  this  lyf  enduren 

The  othes  /  that  her  couenantz  assuren  1924 

Plcsaunce  and  hope  /  desir  foolhardynesse 
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Beautee  and  youthe  /  bauderie  richesae 

Charmes  and  force  /  lesynges  flateiye 

Despense  /  bisynesse  and  lalousye  1928 

That  wered  of  yelewe  gooldes  a  gerlan() 

And  a  Cokkow  /  sittynge  on  hir  lian() 

ffestes  /  Instrumentz  /  caroles  daunces 

Lust  and  array  /  and  alle  the  circumstaunces  1932 

Of  loue  /  whiche  pat  I  rekned  haue  /  and  rekne  shal 

By  ordre  /  weren  peynted  on  the  wal 

And  mo  /  than  I  kan  make  of  menciofi 

ffor  soothly  /  al  the  mount  of  Citherofi  1936 

Ther  Venus  /  hath  hir  principal  dwellynge 

Was  shewed  on  the  wal  /  in  portreyynge 

With  al  the  gardyn  /  and  the  lustynesse 

Kat  was  foiyeten  /  the  Porter  ydelnesse  1940 

Ke  NarciBus  the  faire  /  of  yore  agon 

And  yot<  the  folye  /  of  kyng*  Salamou) 

IT  And  eek*  the  grete  strengthe  of  Ercules  iianf  ts^  btok] 

Thenchauntementz  of  Medea  and  Circes  1944 

"Nq  of  Tumus  /  with  the  hardy  fiers  corage 

The  riche  Cresus  /  kaytyf  /  in  seruage 

Thus  may  ye  seen  /  pat  wysdom  ne  richesse 

Beautee  ne  sleighte  /  strengthe  hardynesse  1948 

Ne  may  with  Venus  /  holde  champartie 

ffor  as  hir  list*  the  world  than  may  she  gye 

Lo  alle  thise  folk*  so  caught  were  in  hir  las 

Til  they  for  wo  /  ful  ofte  seyde  alias  1952 

Suffiseth  heere  /  ensamples  oon  or  two 

And  though  /  I  koude  rekene  a  thousand  mo 

rnhe  statue  of  Venus  /  glorious  for  to  se 

■*-  Was  naked  /  fletynge  in  the  large  see  1956 

And  fro  the  nauele  doun  /  al  couered  was 

Wit^  wawes  grene  /  and  brigfite  as  any  glas 

A  Citole  /  in  hir  rig^t  hand  /  hadde  she 

And  on  hir  heed  /  ful  semely  for  to  se  I960 

A  Rose  gerland  fressh  /  and  wel  smellynge 
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Aboue  hir  heed  /  hir  dowues  flikerynge 

Bifom  hire  /  stood  hir  sone  Cupido 

Yp  on  his  shuldres  /  wynges  hadde  he  two  1964 

And  bljnd  he  was  /  as.  it  was  often  seene 

A  bowe  he  bar  /  and  Arwes  brighte  and  kene 

IT  Why  sholde  I  noght  /  as  wel  eek  telle  yow  al 

The  portreiture  /  that  was  vp  on  the  wal  1968 

With  Inne  the  temple  /  of  myghty  Mars  the  rede 

Al  peynted  was  the  wal  /  in  lengthe  and  brode 

Lyk  to  the  estres  /  of  the  grisly  place 

That  highte  the  grete  temple  of  Mars  in  Trace  1972 

In  thilke  colde  /  frosty  RegiofI 

Ther  as  Mars  /  hath  his  souereyn  mansion 

%  ffirst  on  the  wal  /  was  peynted  a  forest* 

In  which  ther  dwelleth  /  neither  man  ne  best*  1976 

"With  knotty  knany  /  bareyne  trees  olde 

Of  stubbes  sharps  /  and  hidouse  to  biholde 

In  which  ther  ran  /  a  nimbel  and  a  swough 

As  though  a  storm  /  sholde  bresten  euery  bougK  1980 

And  dounward  from  an  hille  /  vnder  a  bente 

Ther  stood  the  temple  of  Mars  Armypotente 

Wroght  al  of  burned  steel  /  of  which  the  entree 

Was  long*  and  streit*  and  gastly  for  to  see  1984 

XlmpctM 

And  ther  out  came  a  rage  /  and  suche  a  veze 

That  it  made  /  al  the  gate  for  to  rese 

The  Northren  lyght*  in  at  the  dores  shoon 

flfor  wyndowe  /  on.  the  wal  ne  was  ther  noon  1988 

Thurgh  which  men  myghten  /  any  light  disceme 

The  dore  was  al  /  of  Adamant  eteme 

Yclenched  /  ouerthwart*  and  endelong*  Vrntm: 

With  Iren  tough  /  and  for  to  make  it  strong*  1992 

Euery  pylor  the  temple  to  sustcne 

Was  tonne  greet*  of  Iren  bright  and  shene 

%  Ther  saugh  I  first*  the  dirke  ymaginyng* 

Of  felonye  /  and  the  compassyng*  1996 

The  cruoel  Ire  /  reed  as  any  gleede 
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The  pykepuis  /  and  the  pale  drede 

The  smyler^  /  with  the  knyfe  vnder  the  doke 

The  shepne  /  brennjnge  /  wtt^  the  blake  smoke         2000 

The  treson  /  of  the  mordrynge  in  the  bedde 

The  open  werre  /  wtt^  woundes  al  bibledde 

Contek*  with  blody  knyf*  and  sharpe  manace 

Al  ful  of  chirkyng*.  was  that  sory  place  2004 

IT  The  sleer^  of  hym  self  /  yet  saagh  I  ther 

His  herte  blood  /  hath  bathed  al  his  heer 

The  nayl  ydiyuen  /  in  the  shode  a  nyght 

The  colde  deeth  /  with  mouth  gapyng*  vp  right  2008 

Amyddes  of  the  temple  /  sat  meschaimce 

With  disconforf  and  sory  contenaunce 

IT  Yet  saugh  I  woodnesse  /  laughynge  in  his  lage 

Armed  compleint*  out  hees  /  and  fien  outrage  2012 

The  careyne  in  the  huBk*  with  throte  ycorue 

A  thousand  slayn  /  and  nat  oon  of  qualm  ystorue 

The  tiraunt*  with  the  pray  by  force  yraft* 

The  toun  destroyed  /  ther  was  no  thy[ng  laft  *]  [i  in  « lattr  tund] 

IT  Tet  saugh  I  brenf  the  shippes  hoppesteres 

The  hunte  strangled  /  with  the  wilde  beres 

The  sowe  /  freten  the  child  right  in  the  Cradel 

The  Cook  yscalded  /  for  al  his  longe  ladel  2020 

IT  Noght  was  foryeten  /  by  the  Infortune  of  Marte 

The  Cartere  /  ouer  ryden  with  his  Carte 

Vnder  the  wheel  /  ful  lowe  /  he  lay  adoun 

IT  Ther  were  also  /  of  Martes  diuisioun  2024 

The  laborer  /  and  the  Bocher  and  the  Smyth 

That  forgeth  sharpe  swerdes  on  his  Styth 

IT  And  al  aboue  /  depeynted  in  a  tour 

Saugh  I  Conquest*  sittynge  in  greet  honour  2028 

With  the  sharpe  swerd  /  ouer  his  heed 

Hangynge  /  by  a  soutil  twynes  threed 

IT  Depeynted  was  /  the  slaughtre  of  lulius 

Of  grete  Nero  /  and  of  Antonius  2032 

Al  be  pat  thilke  tyme  /  they  were  vnborn 
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How  Atthalante  /  hunted  the  wilde  boor 

And  Meleagree  /  and  many  another  mo 

ffor  which  Dyane  /  wroghte  hym  care  and  wo  2073 

IT  Ther  saugh  I  /  many  another  wonder  storie 

The  whiche  /  me  list  nat<  drawen  to  memorie 

IT  This  goddesse  on  an  herf  ful  wel  hye  seef 

With  smale  hoimdes  /  al  aboute  hir  feet*  2076 

And  yndemethe  hir  feet*  she  hadde  a  moone 

Wexynge  it  was  /  and  sholde  wanye  soone 

lu  gaude  grene  /  hir  statue  clothed  was 

With  bowe  in  honde  /  and  Arwes  in  a  cas  2080 

Hir  eyen  caste  she  /  ful  lowe  adoun 

Ther  Pluto  /  hath  his  derke  regioun 

f"  A  wowman  trauaillynge  /  was  hire  bifom 

But  for  hir  child  /  so  longe  was  vnbom  2084 

fful  pitously  /  Lucyna  /  gan  she  calle 

And  seyde  helpe  /  for  thou  maysf  best  of  alle 

Wel  koude  he  peynten  My  /  that  it  wroghte  Omttn 

With  many  a  flor3m  /  he  the  hewes  boghte  2088 

VrOw  been  the  lystes  maad  /  and  Theseus 

-^^  That  at  his  grete  cost  /  arrayed  thus 

The  temples  /  and  the  Theatre  eueiy  deel 

Whan  it  was  doon  /  hym  lyked  wonder  weel  2092 

But  stynte  I  wole  /  of  Theseus  a  lite 

And  speke  of  Palamon  /  and  of  Arcite 

H  The  day  approcheth  /  of  hir  retoMmynge 

That  euerich  /  sholde  an  himdred  knyghtes  brynge      2096 

The  bataille  to  darreyne  /  as  I  yow  tolde 

And  til  Atthenes  /  hir  couenantz  for  to  holde 

Hath  eumch  of  hem  /  broght*  an  hundred  knyghtes 

Wel  armed,  for  the  werre  /  at  alle  rightes  2100 

And  sikerly  /  ther  trowed  many  a  man 

That  neu^re  sithen  /  that  the  world  biga& 

As  for  to  speke  /  of  knyghthod  of  hir  hon() 

As  fer  /  as  god  hath  maked  see  or  lon()  2104 

Kas  of  so  fewe  /  so  noble  a  compaignye 
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ffor  euery  wiglit;*  that  louedo  chinaliye 

And  wolde  liis  thankes  /  han  a  passant  name 

Hath  preyd  /  pat  he  myghte  been  of  that  game  2108 

And  wel  was  hym  /  that  ther  to  chosen  was 

ffor  if  ther  fille  tomorwe  swich  a  caas 

Ye  knowen  wel  /  J>at  euery  lusty  knyght* 

That  loueth  paramours  /  and  hath  his  myghf  2112 

Were  it  in  Engelond  /  or  elles  where 

They  wolde  hir  thankes  /  wilnen  to  be  theie 

To  fighte  for  a  lady  /  benedicitee 

It  were  a  lusty  sighte  /  for  to  see  2116 

f  And  right  so  /  ferden  they  wit^  Palamon) 

With  hym  /  ther  wenten  knyghtes  many  on 

8om  wol  ben  armed  in  an  haubergeou) 

And  in  bristplate  /  and  in  a  light  gypou)  2120 

And  somme  woln  haue  /  a  paire  plates  large 

And  somme  woln  haue  /  a  Pruce  sheeld  /  or  a  taige 

Somme  woln  ben  armed  /  on  hir  legges  weel 

And  haue  an  Ax  /  and  807/ime  a  Mace  of  steel  2124 

Ther  is  no  newe  gyse  /  that  it  nas  old 

Armed  were  they  /  as  I  haue  yow  told 

Everych  /  after  his  opiniofi 

Ther  maistow  seen  /  comynge  wtt^  Palamon  2128 

I-yg^irg©  hym  self"  the  grete  kyng  of  Trace 

Blak  was  his  berd  /  and  manly  was  his  face 

The  cercles  /  of  hise  eyen  in  his  heed 

They  gloweden  /  bitwyxen  yelow  and  reed  2132 

And  lik  a  grifphon  /  looked  he  aboute 

With  kempe  heeris  /  on  hise  browes  stoute 

Hise  lymes  grete  /  hise  brawnes  harde  and  stronge  cuaf  S7,  bMk] 

Hise  shuldres  brode  /  hise  armes  rounds  and  longe     2136 

And  as  the  gyse  was  in  his  coniree 

flful  hye  /  vpon  a  Chaar  of  gold  /  stood  [he*]    Pinftiattriuuid] 

With  foure  white  boles  in  the  trays 

In  stede  of  Cote  Armure  /  oner  his  hamays  2140 

With  nayles  yelewe  /  and  brighte  as  any  gold 
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He  hadde  a  Beres  skyn  /  colblak  /  for  old 
His  longe  heer  /  was  kembd  /  bihynde  his  bak 
As  any  Eauenes  feihere  /  it  shoon  for  blak*  2144 

A  wrethe  of  gold  arm  greet  /  of  huge  wighte 
Vpon  his  heed  /  set  iul  of  stones  brighte 
Of  fyne  Eubyes  /  and  of  dyamauntz 
Aboute  his  Chaar  /  ther  wenten  white  Alauntz  2148 

Twenty  and  mo  /  as  grete  as  any  steer 
To  hunten  at  the  leon)  or  ^  /  the  deer  p  ms.  or /oti 

And  folwed  hym  /  wi  t^  mosel  faste  ybonnde 
Colered  of  gold  /  and  iouTettes  fyled  rounde  2152 

An  hundred  lordes  /  hadde  he  in  his  route 
Armed  ful  wel  /  with  hertes  stieme  and  stoute 
lil/ith  Arcite  /  in  stories  as  men  fynde 
' '    The  grete  Emetreus  /  the  kyng  of  Inde  2156 

Vp  on  a  steede  bay  /  trapped  in  steel 
Couered  in  clooth  of  gold  /  dyapred  weel 
Cam  ridynge  /  lyk*  the  god  of  Armes  Mars 
His  Cote  Armure  /  was  of  clooth  of  Tars  2160 

Couched  with  perles  /  white  and  rounde  and  grete 
His  sadel  /  was  of  brend  gold  newe  ybete 
A  Mantel  [was]  /  vp  on  his  shulder  hangynge 
Brat  ful  of  Rubyes  rede  /  as  fyr  sparklynge  2164 

His  crispe  heer  /  lyk  rynges  was  yronne 
And  that  was  yelow  /  and  glytered  as  the  sonne 
His  nose  was  heigh  /  hise  eyen  bright  citryn) 
Hise  lippes  rounde  /  his  colour  was  sangwyn  2168 

A  fewe  frakenes  /  in  his  face  yspreynd 
Bitwixen  yelow  /  and  somdel  blak  ymeynd 
And  as  a  leon)  /  he  his  lookyng*  caste 
Of  fyue  and  twenty  yeer  /  his  age  I  caste  2172 

His  herd  was  wel  bigonne  for  to  sprjmge 
His  yoys  /  was  as  a  trompe  thondrynge 
Yp  on  his  heed  /  he  wered  of  laurer  grene 
A  gerland  /  fressli  /  and  lusty  for  to  sene  2176 

Vp  on  his  hand  /  he  bar  for  his  deduyt* 
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An  Egle  tame  /  as  any  lilye  whyt* 

An  hundred  lordes  /  liadde  he  "with  hym  there 

Al  armed  saue  hir  heddes  /  in  al  hir  gero  2180 

ffol  richely  /  in  alle  maner  thynges 

ffor  trusteth  wel  /  pat  dukes  /  Erles  kynges 

"Were  gadered  /  in  this  noble  compaignye  [leaf  m] 

ffor  loue  /  and  for  encrees  of  chiualrye  2184 

Aboute  this  kyng*  ther  ran  on  euery  part* 

ftol  many  a  tame  leon)  /  and  leopard 

And  in  this  wise  /  thise  lordes  aUe  and  some 

Been  on  the  Sonday  to  the  Citee  come  2188 

Ahoute  piyme  /  and  in  the  toun  alight 

IT  This  Theseus  /  this  due*  this  worthy  knyght 

Whan  he  had  broght  hem  /  in  to  his  Citee 

And  Lined  hem  /  euerich  in  his  degree  2192 

He  festeth  hem  /  and  dooth  so  greet  labour 

To  esen  hem  /  and  doon  hem  al  honour 

That  yet  men  weneth  /  J)at  no  maner  wit 

Of  noon  estaat*  ne  koude  amenden  it  2196 

H  The  Mynstralcye  /  the  soruice  /  at  the  feeste 

The  grete  yiftes  /  to  the  meeste  and  leeste 

The  riche  array  /  of  Theseus  paleys 

Ne  who  sat*  first  ne  last  vp  on  the  deys  2200 

What  ladyes  fairest  been  /  or  best  daimsynge 

Or  which  of  hem  /  kan  dauncen  best  and  syngo 

Ne  who  moost  felyngly  speketh  of  loue 

What  haukes  /  sitten  on  the  perche  aboue  2204 

What  houndes  /  liggen  in  the  fioor  adoun 

Of  al  this  /  make  I  now  no  mencioun 

But  al  thefifect<  that  thynketh  me  the  bcste 

Now  Cometh  the  point*  and  herkneth  if  yow  leste        2208 

re  sonday  nyght*  er  day  bigan  to  sprynge 
Whan  Palamon  /  the  larke  herde  qmge 
Al  though  it  nere  nat  day  /  by  houres  two 
Yet  song  the  larke  /  and  Palamon  also  2212 

With  hooly  herte  /  and  with  an  heigli  corage 
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He  Toos  /  to  wenden  on  his  pilgiymoge 

Vr  to  the  blisful  Citherea  benigne 

I  mene  Yenus  /  honurable  and  digne  2216 

And  in  hir  home  /  he  walketh  forth  a  paas 

Vn  to  the  lystes  /  ther  hire  temple  was 

And  doun  he  kneleth  /  with  ful  humble  cheer 

And  herte  soor  /  and  seyde  in  this  manere  2220 

TJaireste  of  faire  /  o  lady  myn  Venus  ?f  plliMaSr* 

-*•  Doughter  to  loue  /  and  spouse  of  Vulcanus  J,JStaeSioue. 

Thow  gladere  /  of  the  Mount*  of  Citheron 

ffor  thilke  loue  /  thow  haddest  to  Adoon  2224 

Haue  pitee  /  of  my  bittre  teeris  smerte 

And  taak  myn  humble  preyere  at  thyn  herte 

Alias  /  I  ne  haue  /  no  langage  to  telle 

Theffectes  /  ne  the  tormentz  of  myn  helle  2228 

Myn  herte  /  may  myne  harmes  nat  biwreye 

I  am  so  confus  /  that  I  kan  noght  seye 

But  mercy  lady  brighf  that  knowest  weele  tiMf  t8»bMk) 

My  thought*  and  seest*  what  harmes  pat  I  feele  2232 

Considere  al  this  /  and  rewe  vp  on  my  soore 

As  wisly  /  as  I  shal  for  eueremoore 

Emforth  my  myghf  thy  trewe  seruant  be 

And  holden  werre  /  alwey  with  chastitee  2236 

That  make  I  myn  auow  /  so  ye  me  helpe 

I  kepe  noght  of  Armes  for  to  yelpe 

Ke  I  ne  axe  nat*  tomorwe  to  haue  victorie 

Ke  renoun  in  this  cas  /  ne  veyne  glorie  2240 

Of  pris  of  Armes  /  blowen  vp  and  doun 

But  I  wolde  haue  /  fully  possessioun 

Of  Emelye  /  and  dye  in  thy  seruyse 

%nd  thow  the  manere  /  hou  and  in  what  wyse  2244 

I  recche  nat  /  but  it  may  bettre  be 

To  haue  victorie  of  hem  /  or  they  of  me 

So  that  I  haue  /  my  lady  in  myne  Armes 

ffor  though  so  be  /  that  Mars  is  god  of  Armes  2248 

Youre  vertu  is  so  greet*  in  heuene  aboue 
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That  if  jow  list*  I  shal  wel  haue  my  loue 

%  Thy  temple  wol  I  worshipe  eueremo 

And  on  thyn  Auter  /  where  I  ride  or  go  2252 

I  wol  doon  sacrifice  /  and  fires  beete 

And  if  ye  wol  nat  so  /  my  lady  sweete 

Thanne  preye  I  thee  /  tomorwe  /  with  a  spere 

That  Aidta  /  me  thuigh  the  herte  here  2256 

Thanne  lekke  I  noght  /  whan  I  haue  lost  my  lyf 

Though  that  Aicita  /  wynne  hire  to  his  wyf« 

This  is  theffecf  and  ende  oT  my  pieyere 

Yif  me  my  lone  /  thow  blisful  lady  deere  2260 

IT  Whan  the  orison  /  was  doon  of  Palamon) 

His  sacrifice  he  dide  /  and  that  anon 

finl  pitously  /  with  aUe  ciicumstafice 

Al  telle  I  noght  as  now  /  his  obseraa&ce  2264 

Bnt  atte  laste  /  the  statue  of  Venus  shook  / 

And  made  a  signe  /  wher  by  pat  he  took* 

That  his  preyere  /  accepted  was  that  day 

£for  thogh  the  signe  /  shewed  a  delay  2268 

Yet  wiste  he  wel  /  pat  graunted  was  his  boons 

And  wtt^  glad  herte  /  he  wente  hym  hoom  ful  soone 

rphe  thridde  houre  in-equal  that  Palamon 

-■"  Bigan  /  to  Venus  temple  for  to  gon  2272 

Vp  roos  the  sonne  /  and  vp  roos  Emelye 

And  to  the  temple  of  Dyane  gan  hye 

Hir  maydens  /  pat  she  thider  with  hire  ladde 

fful  redily  /  with  hem  the  fyr  they  ladde  2276 

Thencens  /  the  clothes  /  and  the  remenant  al 

That  to  the  sacrifice  /  longen  shal 

The  homes  fulle  of  Meeth  /  as  was  the  gyse  (\mttn 

Ther  lakked  noghf  to  doon  hir  sacrifise  2280 

IT  Smokynge  the  temple  /  ful  of  clothes  faire 

This  Emelye  /  with  herte  debonaire 

Hir  body  wessh  /  with  water  of  a  welle 

But  hou  she  dide  hir  ryte  /  I  dar  nat  telle  2284 

But  it  be  /  any  thing*  in  general 
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And  yet*  it  were  a  game  /  to  heeren  al 

To  hym  pat  menetli  wel  /  it  were  no  charge 

But  it  is  good  /  a  man  been  at  his  large  2288 

IT  Hir  bnghte  heer  was  kempcl  vntressed  al 

A  coroune  /  of  a  grene  ook  /  cenal 

Vp  on  hir  heed  was  set*  fol  fieiir  and  meete 

Two  fyres  /  on  the  auter  /  gan  she  beete  2292 

And  dide  hir  thyngos  /  as  men  may  biholde 

In  Stace  of  Thebes  /  and  thise  bookes  olde 

Whan  kyndled  was  the  fyr  /  with  pitous  cheere 

Yn  to  Dyane  /  she  spaki  as  ye  may  heere  2296 

A  chaste  goddesse  /  of  the  wodes  grene  JftoeSS^/to 

^  To  whom  bothe  heuene  mid  erthe  and  see  is  sene 

Queene  of  the  regno  of  Pluto  derk  /  and  lowe  ^^^J^^j^ 

Gk)ddesse  of  maydens  /  that  myn  herte  hast  knowe     2300 

fpol  many  a  yeer  /  and  woost  what  I  desire 

As  keepe  me  /  fro  thy  vengeafLce  and  thyn  Ire 

That  Attheon  /  aboughte  cruelly 

Chaste  goddesse  /  wel  wostow  fat  I  2304 

Desire  /  to  ben  a  mayden  al  my  lyf« 

Ne  neucre  wol  I  be  no  lone  ne  wyf" 

I  am  thow  woost*  yet  of  thy  compaignye 

A  mayde  /  and  loue  huntynge  and  venerye  2308 

And  for  to  walken  /  in  the  wodes  wilde 

And  noght  to  ben  a  wyf  /  and  be  with  childe 

Koght  wol  I  knowe  /  the  compaignye  of  man 

Kow  help6  me  lady  /  sith  ye  may  and  kan  2312 

fifor  tho  thre  formes  /  pat  thou  hast  in  thee 

And  Palamon  /  that  hath  swich  loue  to  me 

And  eek  Arcite  /  that  loueth  me  so  sooro 

This  grace  I  preye  thee  with  oute  moore  2316 

And  sonde  loue  and  pees  /  bitwixe  hem  two 

And  fro  me  /  tume  awey  hir  hertes  so 

That  al  hirg  hoote  loue  /  and  hir  desir 

And  al  hir  bisy  torment*  and  hir  fir  2320 

Be  queynt*  or  turned  /  in  another  place 
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And  if  10  bo  /  Ihou  wolt  do  me  do  grace 
And  if  my  destyneo  /  be  shapen  ao 

Thst  I  shal  nedea  hauo  oon  of  hem  two  2324 

Aa  sende  me  hjm  /  pat  moost  desiretli  mo 
Bihoold  goddease  /  of  clene  chaatitee 
The  bittre  teeris  /  that  on  my  chekea  falle  n^^r  tu.  iwk] 

Syn  thou  art  maydc  /  and  kepare  of  vs  idle  2328 

My  maydenhede  thou  kejw  and  wel  conBerue 
And  whil  I  Ijme  /  a  majde  I  wol  thee  aeruo 
T  The  firea  brenne  /  vp  on  the  Auter  cleew 
"Wliil  Emelye  /  waa  thus. in  hir  preyere  3332 

But  Bodeynly  /  she  sangh  a  sight*  quoynte 
ffor  right  anon  /  oon  of  the  fyres  queynta 
And  quyked  agayo  /  and  after  that  anon 
That  oother  fyr  was  queynf  and  al  agon  233G 

And  as  it  queynte  /  it  made  a  whiatlynge 
Afl  doon  thiae  wete  hrondes  in  hit  brennynge 
And  at  the  brondes  ende  /  out  ran  anon 
As  it  were  /  blody  dropes  many  oon  2340 

ffor  which  /  so  sooro  agaat  was  Emelye 
That  ahe  was  wel  nj  mad  and  gan  to  erfe 
ffor  she  ne  wisto  /  what  it  signyfied 

Bat  oonly  fur  the  feere  /  thus  hath  ahe  cried  2344 

And  weepe  /  that  it  was  pitee  for  to  heere 
And  ther  with  nl  /  Dyane  gan  appeere 
With  bowe  in  honde  /  right  as  an  hunt«ross« 
And  seyde  doghter  /  stynt  thyn  heuynesse  2348 

1  mong  the  goddes  hye  /  it  ia  affermed  ^  '^"il,'™  " 

■^^  And  by  oterno  word  /  writ*n  and  coiiforme«l  '  *"  B""*»*- 
Thou  shalt  bon  wedded  vn  to  oon  of  tho 
That  han  for  thee  /  so  muche]  care  and  wo  2352 

But  vn  to  which  of  hem  /  I  may  nat  telle 
flaiwel  /  for  I  ne  may  no  lenger  dwello 
The  firea  /  whiche  that  on  myn  Autr  brenne 
Shulle  thee  declare  /  er  that  thou  go  henne  2366 

Thyn  aiienturo  of  Ioiie  /  as  in  this  eas 
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And  "With  that  word  /  the  Arwes  in  the  Caas 

Of  the  goddesse  /  clateren  hate  and  rynge 

And  forth  she  wente  /  and  made  a  vanysshynge  23G0 

ffor  which  /  this  Emelye  /  astoned  was 

And  seydo  /  what  amounteth  this  Alias 

I  putte  me  /  in  thy  protecciofi 

Dyane  /  and  in  thy  disposiciofi  2364 

And  hoom  she  goth  anon  the  nexte  weye 

This  is  theffecf  ther  is  namoore  to  seye 

rnhe  nexte  home  of  Mars  folwynge  this 

■*•  Arcite  /  vn  to  the  temple  walked  is  2368 

Of  fierse  Mars  /  to  doon  his  sacnfise 

With  alle  the  rytes  /  of  his  payen  wyse 

With  pitous  herte  /  and  heigh  deuocion 

Eight  thus  to  Mars  /  he  seyde  his  orisofi  2372 

Ostronge  god  /  that  in  the  regnes  colde         ^JSte^'***"  ^ 
Of  Trace  /  honoured  arf  and  lord  yholde   \fA?S**** 
IT  And  hast  in  euery  regne  /  and  euery  lond  cieaf  so] 

Of  armes  /  al  the  brydel  in  thyn  hond  2376 

And  hem  fortunest*  as  thee  lyst  deuyse 
Accepte  of  me  /  my  pitous  sacrifise 
If  so  be  that  my  youthe  may  deserue 
And  pat  my  myght*  be  worthy  for  to  serue  2380 

Thy  godhede  /  Jat  I  may  been  oon  of  thyne 
Thanne  preye  I  thee  /  to  rewe  vp  on  my  pyne 
fifor  thilke  peyne  /  and  thilke  hoote  fir 
In  which  /  thou  whilom  brendest  for  desir  2384 

Whan  pat  thow  vsedest  the  beautee 
Of  faire  yonge  /  fresshe  Venus  free 
And  haddest  hire  /  in  armes  at  thy  wille 
Al  though  thee  ones  /  on  a  tyme  mysfiUe  2388 

Whan  Vulcanus  /  hadde  caught  thee  in  his  las 
And  foond  thee  ligg3mge  /  by  his  wyf  alias 
fifor  thilke  sorwe  /  that  was  in  thyn  herte 
Haue  routhe  as  wel  /  vp  on  my  peynes  smerte  2392 

I  am  yong*  and  vnkonnjmge  as  thow  woost* 
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And  as  I  trowe  /  with  loue  offended  moost* 

That  euere  was  /  any  lyues  creature 

ffor  she  /  fat  dooth  me  /  al  this  wo  endure  2396 

Ne  reccheth  neuere  /  wher  I  synke  or  fleete 

And  wel  I  woot*  er  she  me  mercy  heete 

I  moot  wtt^  strengthe  /  wynne  hire  in  the  place 

And  wel  I  woot*  witAouten  helpe  or  grace  2400 

Of  thee  /  ne  may  my  strengthe  noght  auaille 

Thanne  helpe  me  lord  /  tomorwe  in  my  bataille 

For  thilko  fyr  /  that  whilom  brente  thee 

As  wel  /  as  thilke  fyr  /  now  brenneth  me  2404 

And  do  /  that  I  tomorwe  haue  victorie 

Myn  be  the  trauaille  /  and  thyn  be  the  glorie 

Thy  souereyn  temple  /  wol  I  moost  honouren 

Of  any  place  /  and  alwey  moost  labouren  2408 

In  thy  plesafice  /  and  in  thy  craftes  stronge 

And  in  thy  temple  /  I  wol  my  baner  honge 

And  alle  the  Armes  of  my  compaignye 

And  euere  mo  /  vn  to  that  day  I  dye  2412 

Eteme  fir  /  I  wol  bifom  thee  fynde 

And  eek*  to  this  auow  /  I  wol  me  bynde 

My  beerd  /  myn  heer  /  that  hongeth  long  adoun 

That  neuere  yet  /  ne  felte  offensioun  2416 

Of  rasour  /  nor  of  shere  /  I  wol  thee  yeue 

And  ben  thy  trewe  seruant*  whil  I  lyue 

Now  lord  haue  routhe  vp  on  my  sorwes  soore 

Tif  me  the  victorie  /  I  aske  thee  namoore  2420 

rphe  preyere  stynt*  of  Arcita  the  stronge 

-"-  The  rynges  /  on  the  temple  dore  that  honge 

And  eek*  the  dores  /  clatereden  ful  faste  omt»,bmk} 

Of  which  Arcita  /  som  what  hym  agaste  2424 

The  fyres  brenden  /  vp  on  the  Auter  brighte 

That  it  gan  /  al  the  temple  for  to  lighte 

And  sweete  smel  /  the  ground  anon  vp  yaf 

And  Arcita  /  anon  his  hand  vp  haf  2428 

And  moors  encens  /  in  to  the  fyr  he  caste 
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With  otheie  rytes  mo  /  and  atte  last 

The  Statue  of  Mars  /  bigan  his  hauberk  rynge 

And  vriih  that  soun  /  he  herde  a  murmurynge  2432 

flful  lowe  and  dym  /  and  seyde  thus  /  Victorie 

ffor  which  /  he  yaf  to  Mars  /  honour  and  glorie 

And  thus  with  ioye  /  and  hope  wel  to  fare 

Arcite  anon  /  vn  to  his  In  is  fare  2436 

As  fayn  as  fowel  /  is  of  the  brighte  sonne 

%  And  right  anon  /  swich  strif  /  ther  is  bigonne 

For  thilke  grauntyng<  in  the  heuene  aboue 

Bitwixe  Venus  /  the  goddesse  of  love  2440 

And  Mars  /  the  stieme  god  Armypotente 

That  luppiter  /  was  bisy  it  to  stente 

Til  that  the  pale  /  Satumus  the  colde 

That  knew  so  manye  /  of  auentures  olde  2444 

fifoond  /  in  his  olde  experience  and  art* 

That  he  ful  soone  /  hath  plesed  euery  part* 

As  sooth  is  seyd  /  elde  hath  greet  auantage 

In  elde  /  is  bothe  wysdom  aud  vsage  2448 

Men  may  the  olde  at  renne  /  and  noght  at  rede 

Satume  anon  /  to  stynten  strif  and  drede 

Al  be  it*  that  it  is  /  agayn  his  kynde 

Of  al  this  strif  /  he  gan  remedie  fynde  2452 

%  My  deere  doghtcr  Venus  /  quod  Satume 

My  cours  /  that  hath  so  wyde  for  to  tume 

Hath  moore  power  /  than  woot  any  man 

Myn  is  the  drenchyng*  in  the  see  so  wan  2456 

Myn  is  the  prison  /  in  the  derke  cote 

Myn  is  the  stranglyng*  and  hangyng*  by  the  throte 

The  mtirmure  and  the  cherles  rebellyng* 

The  groynynge  /  and  the  pryuee  empoysonyng*  2460 

I  do  vengeance  /  and  pleyn  correcciofl 

Whil[e8]  I  dwelle  /  in  signe  of  the  leofl 

Myn  is  the  ruyne  /  of  the  hye  halles 

The  fallynge  /  of  the  toures  /  and  of  the  walles  2464 

Vp  on  the  Mynour  /  or  the  Carpenter 
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I  slow  Sampsolk  /  shakynge  the  piler 

And  myne  be  /  the  maladyes  colde  ' 

The  derke  tresons  /  and  the  castes  olde  2468 

My  lookyngi  is  the  fiEtder  of  pestilence 

Now  weepe  namoore  /  I  shal  doon  diligence 

That  Palamon  /  that  is  thyn  owene  knyghf  p«rfti] 

Shal  haue  his  lady  /  as  thou  hast  him  highf  2472 

Though  Mars  shal  helpe  his  knyght*  yet  nathelees 

Bitwixe  yow  /  ther  moot  be  som  tyme  pees 

Al  be  ye  noght*  of  o  compleccion 

That  caoseth  al  day  swich  dinsioft  2476 

I  am  thyn  Aiel  /  redy  at  thy  wille 

Weepe  now  namoore  /  I  wol  thy  lust  fulfille 

^  Now  wol  I  stynten  /  of  the  goddes  above 

Of  Mais  /  and  of  Venus  goddesse  of  love  2480 

And  telle  yow  /  as  pleynly  as  I  kan 

The  grete  effect*  for  which  that  I  bygan 

%  Explicit*  tercia  pars 

IT  Sequitur  pars  quarta 

p\  Beet  was  the  feeste  /  in  Atthcnes  that  day 

^  And  eek  /  the  lusty  seson  of  that  May  2484 

Made  euery  wight  /  to  been  in  such  plesaunce 

That  al  that  Monday  /  lusten  they  and  daunce 

And  spenten  it*  in  Venus  heigh  seruyse 

But  by  the  cause  /  that  they  sholde  ryse  2488 

Eerly  /  for  to  seen  the  grete  fight 

Vn  to  hir  reste  /  wenten  they  at  nyght* 

And  on  the  morwe  /  whan  pat  day  gan  spryngc 

Of  hors  and  hameys  /  noyse  and  claterynge  2492 

Ther  was  in  the  hostelryes  al  aboute 

And  to  the  paleys  /  rood  ther  many  a  route 

Of  lordes  /  vp  on  steedes  and  palfreys 

Ther  maystow  seen  diuLS3rnge  of  hameys  2496 

So  vnkouth  and  so  riche  /  and  wroght  so  weel 

Of  goldsmythiye  /  of  browdynge  /  and  of  steel 
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The  ehocldcs  brighto  /  testeres  /  and  trappiires 

Gold  hewen  helmea  /  hauberkes  /  Cote  Annurcs  2500 

Lordes  in  paramente  /  on  hir  couraerea 

Knyghtea  of  retenue  /  and  cek  Squicrea 

Xailynge  the  speres  /  and  helmes  bokelynge 

GiggyngG  of  shooldes  /  with  layneres  lacynge  2504 

There  as  nede  is  /  they  weren  no  thyng  ydel 

The  fomy  steedes  /  on  the  golden  hrydel 

Gnawynge  /  and  faste  tho  Armurera  also 

With  fyle  and  hatner  prikynge  to  and  fro  3508 

Yemen  on  foyte  /  and  communea  many  oon 

With  fihorte  staueB  /  thikke  as  they  may  goon 

Pypea  /  trompea  /  Nakerera  /  Clariount'a 

That  in  the  batoille  /  blowen  bJody  sounes  2512 

The  paleya  /  ful  of  peplea  vp  and  donn  [lehf  ai,  imckj 

Heere  thre  /  ther  ten  /  holdynge  hir  queatio& 

Dyuyitynge  /  of  thiae  Tliebane  knyghtes  two 

Somme  seyden  thiia  /  aomme  seyde  it  shal  be  so  2518 

Bomme  helden  Wi't/i  hym  /  vrUJi  the  blake  benJ 

Somme  with  the  balled  /  soJjime  vith  the  thikke  herd 

Sojnrae  soydo  /  he  looked  grymme  /  and  he  wolde  fighte 

He  hath  a  aparth  /  of  twenty  pound  of  wigtte  2520 

Thus  was  tho  hallo  /  ful  of  diuynynge 

Longe  after  /  that  the  eonno  gan  to  spryngo 

rphe  grete  Theseus  /  that  of  hia  aleepe  awaked 

-*-   With  Mynatralcie  /  and  noyso  fat  was  maked        : 

Heeld  yet  the  chambro  /  of  hia  Paleya  riche 

Til  that"  the  Thebane  knyghtea  /  hothe  ylicUe 

Honured  /  were  /  in  to  the  paleya  feP 

Dnc  TheaeuB  /  was  at  o  wyndow  aef  ! 

Arrayed  /  right  as  he  were  a  god  in  Tiwne 

The  peple  /  preeaaeth  thiderward  fal  soone 

Hym  for  to  seen  /  and  doon  heigh  reuerence 

And  eck  to  lierkne  /  his  heste  and  his  sentence  '. 

^  An  herauiJ  on  a  Scaffold  made  an  Oo 

Til  al  tho  noyse  of  pcplc  was  ydo 
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And  whan  lie  saugK  /  the  nojso  of  peple  al  stille 

Tho  shewed  he  /  the  myghty  dukes  wille  2536 

i*  The  lord  /  hath  of  his  heih  discreciofi 

Considered  /  that  it  were  destrucciofl 

To  gentil  blood  /  to  fighten  in  the  gyse 

Of  mortal  bataille  /  now  in  this  emprise  2540 

Wherfore  /  to  shapen  /  pat  they  shal  nat  dye 

He  wolde  /  his  firste  purpos  modifye 

^  No  man  ther  fore  vp  peyne  of  los  of  lyf* 

Ko  maner  shot*  polax  ne  8hort[e]  knyf*  2544 

In  to  the  lystes  sonde  /  ne  thider  brynge 

Ne  short  swerd  for  to  stoke  /  with  poynt  bitynge 

No  man  ne  drawe  /  ne  here  by  his  syde 

Ne  no  man  shal  /  vn  to  his  felawe  ryde  2548 

But  0  cours  /  with  a  sharpe  ygrounde  spere 

flfoyne  if  hjm  Ust  on  footo  /  hym  self  to  were 

And  he  /  that  is  at  meschief*  shal  be  take 

And  noght  slayn  /  but  be  broght*  vn  to  the  stake        2552 

That  shal  ben  ordeyned  /  on  either  syde 

But  thider  he  shal  by  force  /  and  there  abyde 

^  And  if  so  be  /  the  *  chieftayn  be  take  p  cW^O 

On  outher  syde  /  or  elles  slecn  his  make  2556 

No  longer'  shal  the  tumeiynge  laste 

God  spede  you  /  gooth  forth  /  and  ley  on  faste 

With  long  swercl  /  and  with  Maces  /  fighteth  youre  fille 

Gooth  now  youre  wey  /  this  is  the  lordes  will  2560 

rphe  voys  of  peple  /  touched  tho  heuene  Omtn] 

-*-  So  loude  cride  they  /  with  murie  steuene 

God  saue  swich  a  lord  /  that  is  so  good 

He  wilneth  no  destruccion  of  blood  2564 

Vp  goon  the  trompes  /  and  the  mclodye 

And  to  the  lystes  /  rit  the  compaignyo 

By  ordinance  /  thurgh  out  the  Citeo  large 

Hanged  with  clooth  of  gold  and  nat  wit^  sarge  2568 

%  fiful  lik  a  lord  /  this  noble  due  gan  ryde 

Thise  two  Thebans  /  vp  on  cither  side 
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And  after  rood  /  the  qneene  and  Emelye 

And  after  tliat*  another  compaignye  2572 

Of  oon  and  oother  /  after  hir  d^re 

And  thus  they  passen  /  thm^g^  out  the  Citee 

And  to  the  lystes  /  come  they  by  tyme 

It  nas  not  of  the  day  /  yet  fully  pryme  2576 

Whan  set  was  Theseus  /  ful  riche  and  hye 

Ypolita  the  queene  and  Emelye 

And  othere  ladys  /  in  degrees  ahoute 

Yn  to  the  seettes  preesseth  al  the  route  2580 

.1.  Mb  Marta 

And  westward  /  thurgh  the  gates  vnder  Marte 

Arcite  /  and  eek  the  hondred  of  his  parte 

With  baner  reed  /  is  entred  right  anon 

%  And  in  that  selue  moment  Palamou)  2584 

Is  vnder  Venus  /  Estward  in  the  place 

With  Baner  whyt  /  and  hardy  chiere  and  face 

In  al  the  world  /  to  seken  yp  and  doun 

So  euene  /  with  outen  variacioun  2588 

Ther  nere  /  swiche  compaignyes  tweye 

ffor  ther  was  noon  so  wys  pat  koude  seye 

That  any  hadde  /  of  oother  auauntage 

Of  worthynesse  /  ne  of  estaat  ne  age  2592 

So  euene  were  [they]  chosen  /  for  to  gesse 

And  in  two  renges  /  faire  they  hem  dresse 

%  Whan  fat  hir  names  /  rad  were  euerichon 

That  in  hir  nombre  /  gyle  were  ther  noon  2596 

Tho  were  the  gates  shet*  and  cried  was  loude 

Do  now  youre  deuoir  /  yonge  knyghtes  proude 

%  The  heraudes  /  lefte  hir  prikyng  vp  and  doun 

Now  ryngen  trompes  loude  and  clarioun  2600 

Ther  is  namoore  to  seyn  /  but  west  and  Est 

In  goon  the  speres  /  ful  sadly  in  arrest* 

In  gooth  the  sharpe  spore  /  in  to  the  syde 

Ther  seen  men  /  who  kan  luste  and  who  kan  ryde      2604 

Ther  shyueren  shafbes  /  vp  on  sheeldes  thikke 

He  feeleth  /  thurgh  the  herte  spoon  the  prikke 
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Vp  spryngen  speres  /  twenty  foot  on  higfete 

Out  gooth  the  swerdes  /  as  the  siluer  brighte  2606 

The  helmes  they  tohewen  /  and  toshrede  cieafs2,i)ftck] 

Out  brest  the  blood  /  with  stieme  stremes  rede 

With  myghty  maces  /  the  bones  they  tobreste 

He  thurgh  the  thikkeste  /  of  the  throng  gan  threste    2612 

Ther  semblen  steedes  stronge  /  and  doun  gooth  al 

He  rolleth  vnder  foot*  as  dooth  a  bal 

He  foyneth  on  his  feet*  with  his  tronchon) 

And  he  hym  hurtleth  /  with  his  hors  adoun  2616 

He  thorgh  the  body  is  hurt*  and  sithen  ytake 

Maugree  his  heed  /  and  broght  vn  to  the  stake 

As  forward  was  right  ther  he  moste  abyde 

Another  lad  is  /  on  that  oother  syde  2620 

%  And  som  tyme  /  dooth  hem  Theseus  to  reste 

Hem  to  fresshen  /  and  drynken  if  hem  leste 

fpal  ofte  a  day  /  han  thise  Thebanes  two 

Togydre  ymet*  and  wroght  his  felawe  wo  2624 

Vnhorsed  hath  /  ech  oother  of  hem  tweye 

Ther  nas  no  Tygre  in  the  vale  of  Gralgopheye 

Whan  pat  hir  whelpe  is  stole  /  whan  it  is  lite 

So  crueel  on  the  hunte  /  as  is  Arcite  2628 

fifor  lelous  herte  /  vpon  this  Palamon) 

Ne  in  Belmarye  /  ther  nys  so  fel  leon) 

That  hunted  is  /  or  for  his  hunger  wood 

Ne  of  his  praye  /  desireth  so  the  blood  2632 

As  Palamon)  /  to  sleen  his  foo  Arcite 

The  lelous  strokes  /  on  hir  helmes  byte 

Out  renneth  blood  /  on  bothe  hir  sydes  redo 

%  Som  tyme  an  ende  /  ther  is  of  euery  dede  2636 

ffor  er  the  sonne  /  vn  to  the  reste  wente 

The  stronge  kyng*  Emetreus  /  gan  hente 

This  Palamon  /  as  he  faught  with  Arcite 

And  made  his  swerd  /  depe  in  his  flessb  to  byte         2640 

And  by  the  force  of  twenty  /  is  he  take 

Vnyolden  /  and  ydrawe  vnto  the  stake 
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And  in  the  rescus  /  of  this  Palamoii) 
The  stronge  "kjnff  lygurge  /  is  bom  adonn  2644 

And  kyng*  Emetreus  /  for  al  his  strengthe 
Is  bom  out  of  his  sadel  /  a  swerdes  lengthe 
So  hitte  him  Palamon)  er  he  were  take 
But  al  for  noght*  /  he  was  broght*  to  the  stake  2648 

His  hardy  herte  /  myghte  hym  helpe  naught* 
He  moste  abyde  /  whan  that  he  was  caught* 
By  force  /  and  eek  by  composiciofi 

%  Who  sorweth  now  /  but  woful  Palamon)  2652 

That  moot  namoore  /  goon  agayn  to  fighte 
And  whan  pat  Theseus  /  hadde  seyn  this  sighte 
Vn  to  the  folk  /  pat  foghten  thus  echon 
He  cryde  /  hoo  namoore  /  for  it  is  doon  .         2656 

%  I  wol  be  trewe  luge  /  and  "no  partie  peaf  ss] 

Arcite  of  Thebes  /  shal  haue  Emelie 
That  by  his  fortune  /  hath  hire  faire  ywonne 
Anon  /  ther  is  a  noyse  of  peple  bigonne  2660 

fifor  loye  of  this  /  so  loude  and  heighe  wtt^  alle 
It  semed  /  that  the  lystes  sholde  falle 
TIThat  kan  now  faire  venus  doon  aboue 
' '    What  seith  she  now  /  what  dooth  this  queene  of  loue 
But  wepeth  so  /  for  wantynge  of  hir  wille 
Til  that  hir  teeres  /  in  the  lystes  fille 
She  seyde  /  I  am  ashamed  doutelees 
^  Satumus  seyde  /  doghter  hoold  thy  pees  2668 

Mars  hath  his  wille  /  his  knyght*  hath  al  his  boone 
And  by  myn  heed  /  thow  shalt  been  esed  soone 
rphe  trompes  /  with  the  loude  Mynstralcie 
-■"  The  heraudes  /  that  ful  loude  yolle  and  crie  2672 

Been  in  hire  wele  /  for  loye  of  Daun  Arcite 
But  herkneth  me  /  and  styntoth  now  a  lite 
Which  a  myracle  /  ther  bifel  anon 

IT  This  fierse  Arcite  /  hath  of  his  helm  ydon  2676 

And  on  a  Courser  /  for  to  shewe  his  face 
He  priketh  endelong*  the  large  place 
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liokynge  upward  vp  ou  Emelye 

And  she  agayn  /  hym  caste  a  freendlicli  eye  2680 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  if/S.] 

And  was  al  his  [in]  chiere  /  as  in  his  herte 

^  Out  of  the  ground  /  a  furie  Infernal  sterte  2684 

f&om  Pluto  senf  at  requeste  of  Satume 

ffor  which  his  hors  /  for  fere  gan  to  tume 

And  leepa  aside  /  and  foundred  as  he  leepe 

And  er  that  Arcite  /  may  taken  keepa  2688 

He  pighte  hym  /  on  the  pomel  of  his  heed    IT  Nofti  ptfric«l«m. 

That  in  the  place  he  lay  /  as  he  were  deed 

His  brest*  tobrosten  /  with  his  sadel  bowe 

As  blak  he  lay  /  as  any  cole  or  crowe  2692 

So  was  the  blood  /  yronnen  in  his  face 

Anon  he  was  /  ybom  out  of  the  place 

With  herte  soor  /  to  Theseus  paleys 

Tho  was  he  koruen  /  out  of  his  harneys  2696 

And  in  a  bed  ybrought  /  ful  faire  and  blyve 

£for  he  was  yet*  in  memorie  /  and  alyue 

And  alwey  /  criynge  after  Emelye 

f  Due  Theseus  /  with  al  his  compaignye  2700 

Is  comen  hoom  /  to  Atthenes  his  Citee 

With  alle  blisse  /  and  greet  solempnitee 

Al  be  if  that  this  Auenture  was  falle 

He  nolde  noght*  disconforten  hem  alle  2704 

Men  seyde  eek*  that  Arcite  shal  nat  dye 

He  shal  been  heeled  /  of  his  maladye 

%  And  of  another/  thyng*  /  they  weren  as  fayn     [leaf  ss,  bwk] 

That  of  hem  alle  /  was  ther  noon  yslayn  2708 

Al  were  they  soore  yhurt*  and  namely  con 

That  wit^  a  spere  /  was  thirled  his  brest  boon 

To  othere  woundes  /  and  to  broken  armes 

Somme  hadden  salues  /  and  soTwme  hadden  charmes    2712 

ffermacies  of  herbes  /  and  eek  saue 

They  dronken  /  for  they  wolde  hir  lymes  hauo 
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fifor  which  this  noble  duc<  as  he  wel  kan 

Conforteth  /  and  hononreth  eueiy  man  2716 

And  made  reuel  /  al  the  longe  nyght* 

Vn  to  the  straunge  lordes  /  as  was  rig&t* 

Ne  ther  was  holden  /  no  disconfitynge 

But  as  a  lostes  /  or  a  toumeiynge  2720 

ffor  soothly  /  ther  was  no  disconfiture 

fifor  fiallyng  /  nys  nat  but  an  Auenture 

Ne  to  be  lad  by  force  /  vn  to  the  stake 

Ynyolden  /  and  with  twenty  knyghtes  take  2724 

0  persone  allone  with  outen  mo 

And  haryed  forth  /  by  Arm[6]  /  foot*  and  too 

And  eke  his  steede  /  diyuen  forth  with  staues 

With  footmen  /  bothe  yemen  and  eek  knaues  2728 

It  nas  aretted  hym  no  vileynye 

Ther  may  no  man  /  clepen  it  cowardye 

^  fiTor  which  anon  /  due  Theseus  leet  crye 

To  stynten  /  alle  rancour  and  enuye  2732 

The  gree  /  as  wel  of  o  syde  as  of  oother 

And  eyther  syde  ylik*  as  ootheres  brother 

And  yaf  hem  yiftes  /  after  hir  degree 

And  fully  /  heeld  a  feeste  /  dayes  three  .    2736 

And  conuoyed  /  the  kynges  worthily 

Out  of  his  toun  /  a  loumee  largely 

And  boom  wente  euery  man  the  righte  way 

Ther  was  namoore  /  but  fare  wel  /  haue  good  day        2740 

Of  this  bataille  /  I  wol  namoore  endite 

But  speke  of  Palamon)  and  of  Arcyte 

Qwelleth  the  brest  of  arcite  /  and  the  soore 

^  Encreesseth  at  his  herte  /  moore  and  moore  2744 

The  clothered  blood  /  for  any  lechecraft* 

Corrupteth  /  and  is  in  his  bouk  ylaft* 

That  neither  veyne  blood  /  ne  ventusjmge 

Ne  drynke  of  herbes  /  may  ben  his  helpynge  2748 

The  vertu  expulsif  /  or  Animal 

fifro  thilke  yertu  /  cleped  natural 
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Ne  may  the  venym  /  voyden  ne  expelle 

The  pipes  of  hi**  longes  /  gonno  to  swelle  2762 

And  euery  lacerte  /  in  his  Lreot  adoun 

Is  shent*  with  venym  and  corrupcion 

Hym  gayneth  neither  for  to  geto  his  lif*  peaf  $*] 

Vomyt  vpward  /  ne  dounward  laxatif  2766 

Al  is  tohrosten  /  thilke  Eegioun 

Katuie  hath  now  /  no  dominacioun 

And  certeinly  /  ther  Nature  wol  nat  wirche 

flare  wel  Phisik*  go  her  the  man  to  chirche  2760 

This  al  and  som  /  that  ArcitA  moot  dye 

Sot  which  /  he  sendeth  /  after  Emelye 

And  Palamon  /  that  was  his  cosyn  deere 

Thanne  seyde  he  thus  /  as  ye  shal  after  heere  2764 

IT  Naught  may  /  the  woful  spirit  in  myn  heite 

Declare  o  point*  of  alle  my  sorvves  smerte 

To  yow  my  lady  /  that  I  loue  moost* 

But  I  hiquethe  /  the  seruyce  of  my  goost*  2768 

To  yow  /  ahouen  euery  creature 

Syn  pat  my  lyf  /  [it]  may  no  lenger  dure 

Alias  the  wo  /  aUas  the  peynes  stronge 

That  I  for  yow  haue  su£&ed  /  and  so  longe  2772 

Alias  the  deeth  /  alias  myn  Emelye 

Alias  /  departynge  of  our  compaignye 

Alias  m>Ti  hertes  queene  /  alias  my  wyf* 

Myn  hertes  lady  /  endere  of  my  lyf/  2776 

What  is  this  world  /  what  asketh  men  to  haue 

Now  with  his  loue  /  now  in  his  colde  graue 

Allone  /  with  outen  any  compaignye 

flare  wel  /  my  swete  foo  /  myn  Emelye  2780 

And  softe  taak  me  /  in  youre  Armes  tweye 

ffbr  loue  of  god  /  and  herkneth  what  I  seye 

I  haue  heer  /  wit//  my  cosyn  Palamon 
Had  strif  and  rancour/  many  a  day  agon  2784 

flbr  loue  of  yow  /  and  for  my  lalousyo 
And  luppitor  /  so  wys  my  soule  gye 
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To  speken  /  of  a  seroant  proprely 

With  alle  circumstances  trewely  2788 

That  is  to  seyn  /  tronthe  /  honour  knyghthede 

Wysdom  /  humblcsse  /  estaaf  and  heigh  kyniede 

fiJTcdom  /  and  al  that  longeth  to  that  Art* 

So  luppiter  /  haue  of  my  soule  part*  2792 

As  in  this  world  /  right  now  ne  knowe  I  non 

So  worthy  to  ben  loued  as  Palamon 

That  serueth  yow  /  and  wol  doon  al  his  lyf 

And  if  that  euere  /  ye  shul  ben  a  wyf  2796 

ffoiyet  nat  Palamon  /  the  gentil  man 

And  wit^  that  word  /  his  speche  faille  gan 

And  from  his  herte  /  vp  to  his  brest  was  come 

The  coold  of  deeth  /  that  hadde  hym  ouercome  2800 

And  yet  moore  ouer  /  for  in  hise  Armes  two 

The  vital  strengthe  is  lost  /  and  al  ago 

Oonly  /  the  intellect*  with  outen  moore  nMfHi>«fik] 

That  dwelled  in  his  herte  /  syk  and  soore  2804 

Gan  faillen  /  when  the  herte  felte  -deeth 

Dusked  hise  eyen  two  /  and  failled  breeth 

But  on  his  lady  yet*  caste  he  his  eye 

His  laste  word  /  was  mercy  Emelye  2808 

His  spirit  chaunged  hous  /  and  wentc  ther 

Afl  I  cam  neucre  /  I  kan  nat  tellen  wher 

Therfore  I  stynte  /  I  nam  no  diuinistre 

Of  soules  /  fynde  I  nat  in  this  Registre  2812 

Ke  me  ne  list*  thilke  opinions  to  telle 

Of  hem  /  though  fat  they  writen  wher  they  dwelle 

Arcite  is  coold  /  ther  Mars  his  soule  gye 

Now  wol  I  speken  forth  of  Emelye  2816 

Chrighte  Emelye  /  and  howleth  Palamon 

*^  And  Theseus  /  his  suster  took  anon 

Swownynge  /  and  baar  hire  fro  the  corps  away 

What  helpeth  it*  to  tarien  forth  the  day  2820 

To  tellen  how  she  weepc  /  bothe  eue  and  morwe 

flTor  in  swich  cas  /  wo7/imen  haue  swich  sorwe 
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Whan  ^t  hir  housbonc?  /  is  from  hem  ago 

That  for  the  moore  part*  thej  sorwen  so  2824 

Or  ellis  /  fallen  in  swich  maladye 

That  at  the  laste  /  certeiuly  they  dye 

f  Infinite  /  been  the  sorwes  and  the  teeres 

Of  olde  folk  /  and  eek  of  tendre  yeeres  2828 

In  al  the  toiin  /  for  deeth  of  this  Theban 

ffor  hym  ther  wepeth  /  bothe  child  and  man 

So  greet  a  wepyng*  was  ther  noon  c^rtayn 

Whan  Ector  was  ybroght  /  al  fressli  yslayn  2832 

To  Troye  /  alias  the  pitee  fat  was  ther 

Cracchynge  of  chekes  /  rentynge  eek  of  heer 

Why  woldestow  be  deed  /  thise  wommen  crye 

And  haddest  gold  ynough  /  and  Emelye  2836 

^  No  man  /  myghte  gladen  Theseus 

Sanynge  /  his  olde  fader  Egens 

That  knew  /  this  worldes  transmutaciofi 

As  he  hadde  /  seyn  it  /  yp  and  doun  2840 

ioye  after  wo  /  and  wo  after  gladnesse 

And  shewed  /  hem  ensamples  and  liknesse 

"piglit*  as  ther  /  dyed  neu^re  man  quod  he       t  Argumenttira 

•"  That  he  ne  lyuede  in  erthe  /  in  som  degree  2844 

Right  so  /  ther  lyuede  neu^r  man  he  seyde 

In  al  this  world  /  ))at  som  tyme  he  ne  deyde 

This  world  /  nys  but  a  thurghfare  ful  of  wo 

And  we  been  pilgr^'mes  /  passynge  to  and  fro  2848 

Deeth  is  an  ende  /  of  euery  worldes  soore 

And  oner  al  this  /  yet  seyde  he  muchel  moore 

To  this  effect*  ful  wisely  /  to  enhorte  hmt  ») 

The  peple  /  that  they  sholdo  hem  reconforte  2852 

TVuc  Theseus  /  with  al  his  bisy  cure 

-^  Cast  now  /  wher  that  the  sepulture 

Of  goode  Arcite  /  may  best  ymaked  l^e 

And  eek*  moost  honurable  in  his  d^ree  2856 

And  at  the  laste  /  he  took  conclusion 

That  ther  as  first*  Arcite  and  Palamoft 
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Ne  Iiow  the  ground  /  agast  was  of  the  lig&f 

That  was  nat  wont*  to  seen  the  sonne  brigKf  2932 

"Ne  how  the  fyr  /  was  couched  first  with  stree 

And  thanne  with  drye  stokkes  /  douen  a  thre 

And  thanne  with  grene  wode  and  spicerye 

And  thanne  with  clooth  of  gold  /  and  wit^  perrye      2936 

And  gerlandes  /  hangynge  /  with  ful  many  a  flour 

The  Mirre  /  thencens  /  with  al  so  greet  od<)ur 

Ne  how  Arcite  /  lay  among  al  this 

Ke  what  richesse  /  aboute  his  body  is  2940 

Ke  how  that  Emelye  /  as  was  the  gyse 

Putte  in  the  fyr  /  of  funeral  seruyse 

Ne  how  she  swowned  /  whan  men  made  fyr 

Xe  what  she  spak*  ne  what  was  hir  desire  2944 

Ne  what  leweles  /  men  in  the  fyre  caste 

Whan  fat  the  fyr  was  greet*  and  brente  faste 

IT  Ne  how  somme  caste  hir  sheeld  /and  somme  hir  spore    vtu] 

And  of  hire  vestimentz  /  whiche  fat  they  were  2948 

And  coppes  full  of  wyn  /  and  Milk*  and  blood 

In  to  the  fyr  /  that  brente  /  as  it  were  wood 

Ne  how  the  grekes  /  with  an  huge  route 

Tries  riden  /  al  the  place  aboute  2952 

Vp  on  the  left*  hand  /  wtt^  a  loud  shoutynge 

And  thries  /  with  hir  speres  claterynge 

And  thries  /  how  the  ladyes  gonne  crye 

And  how  /  fat  lad  was  homward  Emelye  2956 

Ne  how  Arcite  /  is  brent  to  asshen  colde 

Ne  /  how  that  lych  wake  /  was  yholde 

Al  thilke  nygfit  /  ne  how  the  grekes  pleye 

The  wake  pleyes  /  ne  kepe  I  nat  to  seye  2960 

Who  wrastleth  best  naked  /  with  oille  enoynt* 

Ne  who  that  baar  hym  best*  in  no  disioynf 

IT  I  wol  nat  teUen  eek*  how  that  they  goon 

Hoom  til  Atthenes  /  whan  the  pley  is  doon  2964 

But  shortly  to  the  point*  thanne  wol  I  wende 

And  maken  /  of  my  longe  tale  an  ende 
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Tyy  piocesse  /  and  by  lengthe  of  certcyn  yeres 

-^  Al  styntyd  is  /  the  moomynge  and  the  teres  2968 

Of  grekes  /  by  oon  general  assent 

Thanne  semed  me  /  ther  was  a  parlement< 

At  Atthenes  /  ypon  certein  po3rntz  and  caas 

Among*  the  whiche  poyntz  /  yspoken  was  2973 

To  haue  with  certein  contrees  alliatice 

And  have  fully  of  Thebans  obeissafice 

£for  which  /  this  noble  Theseus  anon 

Leet  senden  /  after  gentil  Palamon  2976 

Ynwist*  of  hym  /  what  was  the  cause  and  why 

Buf  in  hise  blake  clothes  /  sorwefully 

He  cam  /  at  his  comandemeuf  in  hye 

The  sente  /  Theseus  for  Emelye  2980 

Wlian  they  were  set*  and  bust  was  al  the  place 

And  Thesens  /  abiden  haddo  a  space 

£r  any  word  /  cam  from  his  wise  bresf 

Hise  eyen  sette  he  /  ther  as  was  his  lest*  2984 

And  with  a  sad  visage  /  he  siked  stille 

And  after  that<  right  thus  he  seyde  his  wille 

rphe  firste  moeuere  of  the  cause  aboue 

-^  Whan  he  first  made  /  the  faire  cheyne  of  lone       2988 

Greet  was  theffecf  and  heigh  was  his  entente 

Wei  wiste  he  why  /  and  what  ther  of  he  mente 

£for  with  that  faire  cheyne  of  loue  he  bond 

The  fyr  /  the  eyr  /  the  water  and  the  lond  2992 

In  certeyn  boundes  /  that  they  may  nat  flee 

That  same  prince  /  and  that  same  moeuere  quod  he 

Hath  stablissed  /  in  this  wrecched  world  adoim    Vmit^  bMkj 

Certeyne  dayes  /  and  duracioun  2996 

To  al  /  that  is  engendrid  in  this  place 

Oner  the  which[e]  day  /  they  may  nat  pace 

Al  mowe  they  yet*  tho  dayes  wel  abregge 

Ther  nedeth  noghf  noon  Auctoritee  aUegge  3000 

ffor  it  is  preeued  /  by  experience 

But  that  me  list*  dedaren  my  sentence 
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Thanne  may  men  /  by  this  ordre  wel  disceme 

That  thilke  moeu^re  /  stable  is  and  eteme  3004 

Wel  may  men  knowe  /  but  it  be  a  fool 

That  eueiy  part*  dirryueth  from  his  hool 

ffor  nature  /  hath  taken  his  big3rnnyng« 

Of  no  partie  /  or  of  cantel  of  a  thyng*  3008 

But  of  a  th3rng«  that  parfit  is  and  stable 

Descendynge  so  /  til  it  be  corrumpable 

And  therfore  /  of  his  wise  purueiaunce 

He  hath  /  so  wel  biset*  his  ordinaunce  3012 

That  speces  of  thynges  /  and  progressiofis 

Shullen  enduren  /  by  successiofis 

And  nat  eteme  /  with  outen  any  lye 

This  maystow  vnderstonde  /  and  seen  it  eye  3016 

Loo  the  ook  /  fat  hath  so  long<  a  norisshynge    Y  Biemplaii 
ffrom  tyme  /  fat  it  firsf  bigynneth  spiynge 
And  hath  so  long  a  lif  /  as  we  may  see 
Tet  at  the  laste  /  wasted  is  the  tree  3020 

IT  Considereth  eek*  how  that  the  harde  stoon       Y  BztmidiiM 
Vnder  oure  feef  on  which  we  trede  and  goon 
Yit  wasteth  it*  as  it  lyth  by  the  weye 
The  brode  Ryuer  /  somtyme  wexeth  dreye  3024 

The  grete  toures  /  se  we  wane  and  wende 
Thanne  may  ye  se  /  fat  al  this  thyng^  hath  ende 
^  Of  man  and  womman  /  seen  we  wel  also 
That  nedeth  /  in  oon  of  thise  termes  two  3028 

This  la  to  seyn  /  in  youthe  /  or  elles  age 
He  moot  be  deed  /  the  kyng*  as  shal  a  page 
Som  in  his  bed  /  som  in  the  depe  see 
Som  in  the  large  feeld  /  as  men  may  se  3032 

Ther  helpeth  noght<  al  goth  that  ilke  weye 
Thanne  may  I  seyn  *  /  al  this  thyng*  moot  deye  P  m-jiO 

^  What  maketh  this  /  but  luppiter  the  kyng* 
That  is  prince  /  and  cause  of  alle  thyng*  3036 

Conuertynge  al  /  vn  to  his  propre  welle 
£&om  which  it  is  dirryued  /  sooth  to  telle 
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And  here  agayns  /  no  cieature  on  lyue 
Of  no  degree  /  auaiUeth  for  to  stryue  3040 

%  Thanne  is  it  wysdom  /  as  it  thynketh  me 
To  maken  yertu  of  necessitee 

^  And  take  it  weel  /  that  we  may  nat  eschue  [itattn 

And  namely  /  that  to  ys  alle  is  due  30^4 

And  who  so  gmccheth  ought*  he  dooth  folye 
And  rebel  is  /  to  hym  that  al  may  gye 
And  certeinly  /  a  man  hath  moost  honour 
To  dyen  /  in  his  excellence  and  flour  3048 

Whan  he  is  siker  /  of  his  goode  name 
Thanne  hath  he  doon  /  his  freend  ne  hym  no  shame 
And  gladder  /  oghte  his  freend  been  of  his  deeth 
Whan  with  honour  /  yp  yolden  is  his  breeth  3052 

Than  whan  his  name  /  apalled  is  for  age 
£for  al  forgeten  /  is  his  yassellage 
Thanne  is  it  best*  as  for  a  worthy  fame 
To  dyen  /  whan  fat  he  is  best  of  name  3056 

If  The  contrarie  of  al  this  /  is  wilfulnesne 
Why  grucchon  we  /  why  haue  we  heuynesse 
That  goode  Arcite  /  of  Cbiualrie  flour 
Departed  is  /  with  duetee  and  honour  3060 

Out  of  this  foule  prisofi  of  this  lyf 
Why  grucchen  heere  /  his  cosyn  and  his  wyf 
Of  his  wel  fare  /  that  loued  hem  so  weel 
Kan  he  hem  thank  9  nay  god  woot  neu^  a  deel  3064 

That  bothe  his  soule  /  and  eek  hem  self  ofiende 
And  yet  they  mowe  /  hir  lustes  nat  amende 
TTThat  may  I  concluden  /  of  this  longe  serye 
' '    But  after  wo  /  I  rede  ys  to  be  meiye  3068 

And  thankon  luppiter  /  of  al  his  grace 
And  er  that  we  /  departen  from  this  place 
I  rede  [that]  we  make  /  of  sorwes  two 
0  parfit  ioye  /  lastynge  euercmo  3072 

And  looketh  now  /  wher  moost  sorwe  is  her  Inne 
Ther  wol  we  first*  amenden  and  bigynne 
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Suster  quod  he  /  this  is  my  fulle  assent* 
With  all  thavys  /  heere  of  my  parlcment*  3076 

That  gentil  Palamon  /  tliyn  owene  knyght 
That  serueth  yow  /  with  wille  /  herte  /  and  myglit 
And  euere  hath  doon  /  syn  fat  yc  first  hym  knewe 
That  ye  shul  of  your  grace  /  vp  on  hym  rewe  3080 

And  taken  hym  /  for  housbonde  and  for  lord 
Leue'  me  youre  hond  /  for  this  is  oure  accord         [}  orLene] 
Lat  so  now  /  of  youre  wommanly  pitee 
He  is  a  k}iiges  brother  sone  pardee  3084 

And  though  he  were  /  a  poure  bacheler 
Syn  he  hath  serucd  yow  /  so  many  a  yeer 
And  had  for  yow  /  so  greet  Aduersitijo 
It  moste  been  considered  /  leeueth  me  3088 

flTor  gentil  mercy  /  oghte  to  passen  right* 
IT  Thanne  seydo  he  thus  /  to  Palamon  ful  right< 
I  trowe  /  ther  nedoth  litel  sennonyng*  natftr.b^sk] 

To  make  yow  /  assente  to  this  thyng«  8092 

Com  neor  /  and  taak  youre  lady  by  the  hond 
Bitwixen  hem  /  was  maad  anon  the  bond 
That  highte  matrimoigne  /  or  manage 
By  al  the  cooBeil  /  and  the  Baronage  SMS 

^  And  thus  /  with  Wle  blisse  and  melodye 
Hath  Palamon  /  ywedded  Emelye 
And  god  /  pat  al  this  wyde  world  hath  wxogllt* 
Sende  hym  his  loue  /  that  it  deere  aboght*  3100 

ffor  now  is  Palamon  /  in  alle  wele 
Lyuynge  in  blisse  /  in  richesse  and  in  heele 
And  Emelye  /  hj'm  loueth  so  tendrely 
And  he  hire  /  serueth  so  gentilly  3104 

That  neuere  /  was  ther  no  word  hem  bitwene 
Of  lalousie  /  or  any  oothcr  tenc 
Thus  endeth  Palamon  and  Emelye 
And  God  saue  /  al  ttiis  faire  compaignye  Amen  3108 

IT  Heero  is  ended  the  knygtites  tale  fft 
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Chaucer  Society'*  PuHication*  :  Senmd  Scries. 


SECOND  SERIES, 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1868  is, 

1.  Early  Jinjrlish  Proiiuiuintion,  ^^^th  esporial  reference  to  Shaksperc  and  Chaucer, 
by  AlexuudrT  J.  Ellis,  E^q.,  F.ll.S.  Part  I.  This  work  includes  an  ainalf^nintion 
of  Prof.  F.  J.  Child'H  tw()  Paperrt  on  the  use  of  the  final  -t  by  Chaucer  (in  T.  AVrijcht'f* 
ed.  of  The  Canterbury  Tales)  and  by  Gower  (in  Dr  Fauli's  ed.  of  the  Cofifestio 
Amantis). 

2.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  I. :  1.  Prof.  Ebert's  Review  of 
Sandnis'8'iiV////tf  nitr  Chaucer^  translatfKl  by  J.  W.  van  Rees  Iloets,  M.A.  ;  2.  A 
13th-century  Latin  Treatise  on  the  Chili nli re  (of  the  Shipmans  Talc)^  edited  by 
Mr  E.  Brock. 

3.  A  Temporary  Preface  to  the  Sooiety's  Six-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury 
Tahs^  Part  I,  attempting  tt)  show  the  right  Order  of  the  Tales,  and  the  Days  ana 
Stages  of  the  Pilgrimage,  &c.  A:c.,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1869  is, 

4.  Early  P^nglish  Pronunciation,  v^-ith  espwial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  II. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1870  is, 

5.  Early  En^li:<li  PronuiiciatioTi,  with  esperial  reference  to  Shakapereand  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.K.S.     l>art  III. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1871  is, 

6.  Trial-Fore wortls  to  my  Panillil-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Boemt  for  the 
Chaucer  Society  (with  a  try  It)  set  Cliaucur's  Works  in  their  rijrht  order  of  Time),  by 
Fredk.  J.  Furnivall.  Part  1.  (This  Part  bringn-out,  for  the  tirat  time,  Chaucer 'V 
long  early  but  hopeh'ss  lovi'.) 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1872  is, 

7.  Originals  and  .Vnalogucs  of  some  of  Chaucer's  Canterburj'  Talen,  Part  I.  1.  The 
original  of  the  Man  of  Law's  Tilt  of  Cou^tant-e,  fnmi  the  French  Chronicle  of 
Nicholas  Trivet,  Arun<l(l  MS  oG,  ab.  i;5lO  a.i».,  cidlatwl  with  the  later  copy, ab.  1400, 
in  the  National  Library  at  Sfixkln'hij ;  copied  and  edited,  with  a  tninfilatiun,  by  Mr 
Edmund  Brock.  2.  liie  Tah*  of  •*  .Mmlaus  the  Empemr,"  from  the  Early-English 
verhion  «»f  the  (ifsfo  Ilnintniuruin  in  Harl.  >L'^  T^\\\\\  and  3.  Part  of  Matthew  Pari»'s 
Vita  t)ffiC.  I'rinii,  hot  li  ^f()^i^•s  illustr.ijiiifr  iii<'id«nts  in  tin*  Man  of  Law  x  Tale,  4.  Two 
French  Fabliaux  liki.-  th»»  Uttvi'n  Tile.     o.   Two  l*atin  Storicti  like  the  Friar* %  Tale. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1873  is, 

8.  Albertano  of  Brescia's  Liher  Cmn^ilii  it  CnnAolatiftnit^  A.D.  1246  (the  Latin 
flource  of  tho  French  original  of  Chaucer's  Mi/ibi)^  edited  from  the  MSS,  by  Dr 
Thor  Sundby. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1874  is, 

9.  Esuays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Work-*,  Part  II. :  3.  John  of  HovedenV 
Praeiiva  i'hilindri,  edit«xl  fmni  tho  MS,  with  a  trauhlation,  bv  Mr  E.  Brock.  4. 
Chaucer's  use  of  the  final  -c,  by  Jii<«]»h  Payne,  E-q.  o.  Mrs  !•!.  Bant'tt-Bniwriing 
on  Chaucer:  being  th«)so  parts  uf  Li-r  n-vii-'w  i»f  the  Uitok  of  the  iVv^j»,  IW2,  which 
relate  to  him  ;  here  n>printt.-d  by  leave  of  Mr  Robert  firo\i-ning.  6.  Profe<sii«ir 
Benihard  Ten-Brink's  critical  Mliiinn  of  Chaucer's  Compleyntt  to  Vite. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1875  is, 

10.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  Chaucer's  Canterbur>-  Tales.  Part  II.  6.  Alphon- 
flus  of  Lincoln,  a  Stury  like  the  TrioresHR  Tale.  7.  Ilow  Reynanl  caught  Chanti- 
clwr,  tho  source  of  the  Snn  a- Priest' »  Tale.  8.  Two  Italian  Stories  and  a  Latin 
one,  like  the  Varthnnrn  Tale.  0.  'Ihe  Tale  of  the  Priest's  Bladder,  a  stor>'  like  the 
Summoner* 9  Tale,  ln'ing  '  Li  dis  <le  le  Veseie  a  Prestre,'  par  Jakes  de  Basiw.  10. 
Petrarch's  Tjitin  Tulenf  Ciri-eldir-  (with  Boceaceit/s  Story  fn»ni  whiehit  wasn^-tuld), 
the  origiuid  of  the  f'ltrl'»  Tali.  11.  Five  A'»'isions  of  a  Pear-tn-e  Stur>-  like  that  in 
the  Merchant' M  Tile.  12.  Four  Versions  of  The  Life  oi  Saint  Cecilia,  the  original 
of  the  Second  Xann  Tale. 

11.  Early  English  Pnmunciation,  with  espe<*ial  refen^nce  to  ShaksiK-re  and  Chau- 
cer, by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Es<i.,  F.R.S.     Part  IV. 

12.  Life-Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  L  Thii  RubU'ries  nf  Chaucer  by  Richard  Brr 
Ia^  and  others  at  Wt'st minster,  and  at  liatchani,  Surrey,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  0,  IS 
with  some  Ari>ount  of  the  Robbers,  fmm  tho  EnmlnientM  in  the  Public  Kvi-urdOfl 
by  Walford  D.  Selby,  Ewi..  of  the  Public  Rrconi  Oilier. 
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13.  Thynne's  Animadversions  (1599)  on  Speght's  Chaucerti  Workea^  re-editcd  from 
the  unique  MS,  by  Fredk.  J.  Fumivall,  witn  fresh  Lives  of  William  and  Francis 
Thynne,  and  the  only  known  fragment  of  The  Pilgrims  Tale. 

Of  the  Second  Seriei,  the  issue  for  1876  is, 

14.  Life-Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  II,  The  Household  Ordinances  of  King 
Edward  II,  June  1323  (as  englisht  by  Francis  Tate  in  March  1601  A.D.),  with  ex- 
tracts from  those  of  King  Edward  IV,  to  show  theprobablo  duties  of  Chaucek  as 
Valet  or  Yeoman  of  the  Chamber,  and  Esquire,  to  Edward  III,  of  whose  Household 
Book  no  MS  is  known ;  together  with  Chaucer's  Oath  as  Controller  of  the  Customs  ; 
and  an  enlargd  Autotype  of  Hocclove's  Portrait  of  Chaucer;  edited  by  F.  J. 
Fumivall. 

16.  Originals  and  Analogies  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  III.  13.  The 
Story  of  Constance,  for  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale.  14.  The  Boy  killd  by  a  Jew  for 
singing  '  Oaude  Maria,'  an  Analogue  of  the  Prioress's  Tale.  15.  The  Paris  Beggar- 
boy  murderd  by  a  Jew  for  singing  *  Alma  rcdemptoris  mater  I '  an  Analogue  of  the 
Prioress's  Tale  ;  with  a  Poem  by  Lydgate. 

16.  Essays  on  Chaueer,  his  Words  and  Worksy  Part  III.  7.  Chaucer's  Prioress,  her 
Nun  Chapmin  and  3  Priests,  illustrated  from  the  Paper  Survey  of  St  Mary's  Abbey, 
Winchester,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall.  8.  Alliteration  in  Chaucer,  by  Dr  Paul  Lindner. 
9.  Chaucer  a  Wiclifflte ;  a  critical  Examination  of  the  Parsons  Tale,  by  Herr  Hugo 
Simon.  10.  The  sources  of  the  Wife  of  Bath's  Prologue  :  Chaucer  not  a  borrower 
from  John  of  Salisbury,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Woollcombe. 

17.  Supplementary  Canterbury  Tales:  1.  The  Tale  of  Beryn^  with  a  Prologue  of 
the  merry  Adventure  of  the  Pardoner  with  a  Tapster  at  Canterbury,  re-edited  from 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland's  unique  MS,  by  Fredk.  J.  Fuml\'all.  Part  I,  the 
Text,  with  Wm.  Smith's  Map  of  Canterbury  in  1588,  now  first  cngravd  from  his 
unique  MS.,  and  Ogilby's  Plan  of  the  Road  from  London  to  Canterbury  in  1675. 

Of  the  Second  Seriei,  the  issue  for  1878  (there  was  none  in  1877)  is, 

18.  Essays  on  Chancer^  his  Words  and  Works^  Part  IV.  11.  On  here  and  there 
in  Chaucer  (his  Pronunciation  of  the  two  ^k),  by  Dr  R.  F.  We>Tnouth ;  12.  On  a.  An 
Original  Version  of  the  KnighVs  Tale;  fi.  the  Date  (1381)  and  Personages  of  the 
Parlament  of  Foules  ;  y.  on  Anelvda  and  Arcite,  on  Lollius,  on  Chaucer,  and  Boc- 
caccio, &c,  by  Dr  John  Koch,  with  a  fragment  of  a  later  Palamon  and  Ersyte  from 
the  Dublin  MS  D.  4.  18. 

Of  the  Second  Seriei,  the  issue  for  1882  (none  in  1879,  80, 81)  will  probably  be, 

Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  EUis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  V. 


Messrs  Triibner  &  Co.,  of  57  &  59,  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.C.,  are  the  Society's 
publishers,  Messrs  Clay  and  Taylor  of  Bungay  its  printers,  and  the  Alliance  Bank, 
Bartholomew  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  its  bankers.  The  yearly  subscription  is  two 
guineas,  due  on  every  1st  January,  beginning  with  Jan.  1, 1868.  More  Members  are 
wanted.  All  the  Society's  Publications  can  still  be  had.  Those  of  the  first  year  have 
just  been  reprinted. 

Prof.  Child,  of  Harvard  College,  Cambridge,  MassachusettA,  is  the  Society's  Honor- 
ary Secretary  for  America.  Members'  names  and  subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  the 
Publishers,  or  to  the  Honorary  Secretary, 

W.  A.  DALZIEL,  Esq.,  67,  Victoria  Road,  Finsbury  Park,  N. 


Director :  F.  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  3,  St  George's  Square,  London,  N.W. 

Hon,  Sec. :  A.  G.  Snelgrove,  Esq.,  London  Hospital,  London,  E. 

Bankers  :  The  Alliance  Bank,  Bartholomew  Lane,  London,  £.C. 

Founded  in  1873  to  further  the  study  of  Shakspere's  works  chronologically  and  as 
a  whole,  and  to  print  Parallel  and  other  Texts  of  tne  Quartos  and  Fulio  of  Shakspere's 
Plays,  and  other  works  illustrating  Shakspero's  time  and  the  History  of  the  Drama. 
HuMcription,  which  constitutes  membership.  One  Guinea,  to  be  paid  to  the  Hon.  Sec. 

The  Society  has  already  issued  29  important  publications  in  4to  and  Svo. 


^haktpere  Quarto  Facsimiles,  at  6s.  each,  issued  under  Mr  Fnmivall's  superintend- 
ence, by  W.  Origgs,  Elm  House,  Hanover  St,  Peckham,  S.E. 


Chaucer  Society  Publicathnt :  First  Series, 


XXI.  A  Parallel-Text  odirion  of  Chaucer's  Minor  PocinR,  Part  I :— 1.  *  The  Dethe 
of  JBiaunche  the  Duchesne,'  from  Tll^^me•8  ed.  of  1532,  the  Fairfax  MS  16, 
and  Tanner  MS  346;  2.  Uhe  Complajnt  to  Fite^  3.  ^the  Fartament  ojf 
FouleSj*  and  4.  ^the  Compleyut  of  Mars','  each  from  six  MSS. 

XXII.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of* Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  1,  containing: 

1.  *  The  Parlament  of  Foules,*  from  three  MSS. 

XXIII.  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  ountainin)?l.tw(>MSfrag:mcnts 
of  *  The  Parlament  of  Foules ; '  2.  the  two  ditlerinj^  versions  of '  The  Prolofnie 
to  the  Legende  of  Good  Women,*  arranged  so  as  to  show  their  differences ; 
3.  an  Appendix  of  Poems  attributed  to  Chaucer,  i.  ^The  Baladc  of  Piteo 
by  Chauciers ; '  ii.  *The  Crony clo  made  by  Chaucer,'  both  from  MSS  written 
by  Shirley,  Chaucer's  c<mtemporary. 

XXIV.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  being  the  best  Text  from  the 
Parallel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  contuininfi:,  I.  The  Dethe  of  lilaunche  the 
DuchcHsc,  II.  The  Complej-nt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Parlament  of  Foules.  IV. 
The  ComplojTit  of  Mars,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  original  from  l)e  DeGuile- 
ville's  Filerinage  de  la  Vie  humaine  (edited  from  the  best  Paris  MSS  by  M. 
Paul  Meyer). 

The  issue  for  1872,  in  the  First  Seiiei,  is, 

XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibe,  the  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 
"Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  in  6  narallel  Texts  from  the 
MSS  above  named,  with  the  rt^maining  13  coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of 
Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  £Il(>Kiiiere  MS,  and  with  Specimens  of  the 
VariaHons  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor- Pardoner  Link.     (6-Text,  Pt  IV.) 

XXVI.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  with 
9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tollors.     (Part  I V.) 

XXVII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  Sunimimer's,  Monk's,  and  Nun's-Priest's  Tales,  from 
the  Heugwrt  MS,  with  23  woodcuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.    (Part  III.) 

XXVIII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summ<»ner'K  Tales,  fnmi  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  wo.>dcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  son  I/>wv8,  in  1391  A.D.,  by 
Geoffrey  Cliaucer,  edited  by  the  Uev.  Walter  W.  Skeat,  M.A. 

The  issue  for  1873,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXX.  The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  V,  wmtaining  the  Clerk's  and  Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The  issue  for  1874,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  June  1873),  is, 

XXXI.  The  Six-T.xt.  Part  VI,  o<.nl4iining  the  Squire's  and  Franklin's  Tales. 
XXXII  to  XXXVI.  Large  Parts  of  the  sei)arute  issues  of  five  MSS. 

The  issue  for  1875,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  September  1873),  is, 
XXXVII.    The  Six-Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 

Manciple's  Tales,  with  the  Blank- Parson  Link. 
XXXVIII  to  XLIII.     Large  Parts  of  the  separate  issues  of  the  Six  MSS,  bringing 

all  up  to  the  Parson's  Tale. 
XLIV.  A  detaild  Conmarison  of  the  Troylus  and  Cn/seyde  with  Boccaccio's  Filoe- 

trato,  with  a  Tmnslati<»n  of  all  Passages  use^  by  Chaucer,  and  an  Abstract 

of  the  Parts  not  used,  by  W.  Michael  K(»ssetti,  Esq.,  and  with  a  print  of  the 

Trot/tux  from  the  llarie'ian  MS  3943.     Part  I. 
XLV,  XLVI.  Rvme-Index  to  the  Ellesmere  MS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  by  Henry 

Cromie,  Esq.,  M.A.    I^)th  in  Royal  4to  for  the  Six-Text,  and  in  8vo  for  the 

separate  Elh-sinere  MS. 
XLVII.  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  8vo  Ryme-Index,  by  H.  Cromie,  Esq. 

The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  First  Series,  it), 
XLVIII.    Autotyije  Sp«Miinens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  I,  16  Autotypes, 
with  a  Note  on  the  MSS,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall. 

The  issue  for  1877,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XLIX.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VIII,  containing  the  Pars^m's  Tale,  with  a  Table  of  its 

Contents ;  and  Mr  lly.  Cromie's  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  Ryme-Indez 

(4to.),  No.  XLV. 
L  to  LV.  Separate  i^^ues  of  the  several  MSS  of  the  Parson's  Tale. 

The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LVI.  AutotvT»e  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  II :  9  from  the  Cambridge 
MS"  Gg.  4.  27,  and  1  fwm  Uird  Leconfleld's  MS. 

LVll.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poema,  Part  II :— 5.  The  ABC, 
ffum  6  MSS ;  6.  The  Mother  of  Gott,  fn>m  3  MSS ;  7.  AMttidm  and  Areyte, 
from  5  MSS  and  Caxton's  pnnt ;  8.  The  Former  Aye,  from  2  MSS  (with 
the  Ijitin  original,  and  Cham-er's  prose  Englishing) ;  0.  To  his  Serivener 
from  Shirley's  MS  and  Stowe's  print ;  la  The  Hotue  of  Fame,  from  2  Ml» 
and  CaxtAm  s  and  Thynne's  prints. 
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The  issue  for  1879,  in  the  First  SeriM,  is, 

LVIII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  III,  completing  the 
FaralM-Tcxt,  and  containing:,  11.  T/ie  Legend  of  Oood  Women  from  6  MSS 
and  Thynne's  print ;  12.  Truth  fn>in  6  MSS  ;  l3.  The  Compleynt  of  Venus 
from  6  MSS ;  14.  The  Envoy  to  Scoyan  from  3  MSS ;  16.  Marriaae,  or  The 
Envoy  to  Eukton,  from  1  MS  and  NoUiry's  and  Thynne's  prints ;  16.  Getitil- 
ease  from  6  MSS ;  17.  Proverbs  from  3  MSS ;  18.  St ed fastness  from  6  MSS ; 
19.  Fortune  from  6  MSS ;  90.  Chaucer  to  his  empty  Furse^  fn>m  6  MSS. 

The  issue  for  1880,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LIX.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II : — \a.  The 
Farlament  of  Foules  from  3  MSS ;  2.  The  ABC  from  6  MSS  ;  8.  Anelida 
and  Arcite  horn  6  MSS ;  4.  The  Legend  of  Oood  Wofnen^  in  whole  or  part 
from  4  MSS ;  6.  The  Complaint  of  Mars  from  3  MSS ;  6.  Truth  from  6 
MSS  ;  7.  The  Compleynt  of  Venus  from  3  MSS ;  8.  Gentilesse  from  3  MSS ; 
9.  Lack  of  Stedfasttiess  from  Thynne's  print  and  2  MSS ;  10.  Fortune  from 
2  MSS  and  Caxton's  print . 

liX.  Odd-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  3.  TheAB  C,  from 
2  MSS ;  4.  The  House  of  FaiHe,  from  the  Popys  MS,  &c.;  6.  The  Lfaend 
of  Good  Women  from  3  MSS :  6.  The  Dethe  ofBlaunche  the  Luchesse  from 
1  MS ;  7.  The  Complaint  to  Piitf  from  2  MSS ;  8-  The  Farlament  of  Fowles 
from  1  MS ;  9.  Truth  from  3  IVISS ;  10.  Envoy  to  Scoyan  from  1  MS ;  11. 
Furse  from  1  MS. 

LXI.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  VI.  Mother 
of  God;  VII.  Anelida;  VIII.  The  Former  Aye;  IX.  Adam  Scrivener; 
X.  The  House  of  Fame ;  XI.  Legende;  XII.  Truth;  XIII.  Venus;  XIV. 
Scoyan;  XV.  Mavriaye;  XVf.  Gentilesse;  XVII.  Proverbs;  XVIII. 
Stedfastness ;  Xl\.  Fortune ;  XX,  Purse. 

LXII.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.  Part  III  :  2  from  Henry 
V's  MS  of  the  Troilus,  when  he  was  Prince  of  Wales  (now  Mr  Bacon 
Frank's) ;  1  from  Shirley's  MS  of  the  ABC  At  Sion  CoU. 

The  issue  for  1881,  in  the  First  Series,  will  be  chosen  from, 

LXIII.  The  Six-Text,  Part  IX,  with  colord  Lithographs  of  6  Tellers  of  Tale*  and 
6  emblematical  Figures  from  the  Cambridge  Univers.  MS  Gg.  4.  27;  Fore- 
words, Title-page«  for  the  three  volumes,  &c. ;  and  Prof.  Hiram  Corson's 
Index  to  the  Subjects  and  Names  of  The  Canterbury  Tales. 

LXIV  to  LXIX.  6  Appendixes  to  the  6  MSS  of  the  Six-Text,  with  Woodcuta  and 
colord  Lithographs  of  6  Tellera  of  Tales  and  of  6  emblematical  Figures  from 
the  Cambridge  iJniv.  MS,  Og.  4.  27,  &c.,  and  colord  Lithographs  of  the  23 
Ellcsmcre  MS  Miniatures.  The  Hengwrt  MS,  Part  VI,  will  contain  The 
Canon's-Yeoman's  Talc,  from  the  Lichfield  Cathedral  MS. 

LXX.  Part  II  of  Mr  W.  M.  Kossotti's  Comparison  of  Chaucer's  Troylus  and  Cry- 
seyde  with  Boccaccio's  Filostrato.  [Ready. 

LXXI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troilus  from  the  Campsall  MS,  b.  1416 

A.D.  (written  for  Henry  V  when  Prince  of  Wales),  Harleian  21i^,  and 

Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.  Gg.  4.  27.  [Ready. 

Prof.  Hiram  Corson  has  also  agreed  to  edit  the  Society's  Chaucer  Concordance. 

For  1882,  Miss  Isabel  Marshall  and  Miss  Lela  Porter  aro  making  a  Ryme-Indcx  to 

Chaucer's  Minor  Poems.    To  their  Subjects  and  Names,  Prof.  II.  Coraon  is  making 

an  Index.    For  1884,  or  1885,  Chaucer's  Boece  is  ready  for  the  First  Series. 

Among  the  Texts  and  Essays,  «J'c.,  preparing  for  the  Chaucer  Society  are: — 

Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  V  {to  be  ready  in  1882  or  1883). 

Autotvpe  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  Manuscripts,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Pt  IV. 

The  Tale  of  Beryn,  Part  II.  Introduction  and  Glossary,  by  Messn  Fumivall 
and  W.  G.  Stone. 

Essays  on  Chaucer^  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  V :  13.  Chaucer's  Pardoner:  his 
character  illustrated  by  documents  of  his  time,  by  Dr  J.  J.  Jusserand.  14.  Why  the 
Romaunt  of  the  Rose  is  not  Chaucer's,  by  Prof.  Skeat,  M.A.  15.  (Probably)  Chau- 
cer's ShipmaUj  by  P.  Q.  Karkeck,  Esq.,  of  Dartmouth.  16.  Chaucer's  Parsons  Tale 
compared  with  Frerc  I^rcns's  Somme  dcs  Vires  et  des  Vertits,  by  Herr  H.  Simon. 

Chaucer's  Road  to  Canterbury,  with  Ogilby's  Plan  of  it,  1676,  and  William 
Smith's  Plan  of  the  City  of  Canterbur>'  in  1588 ;  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Scott  Robertson, 
M.A.,  Hon.  Sec."  of  the  Kent  Archieological  Institute. 

Life-Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  III,  The  Household  book  of  Isabella,  wife  of  Prince 
Lionel,  third  son  of  Edward  III,  in  which  the  name  of  Geoffrey  Chauceu  flrat 
loours ;  edited  from  the  unique  MS  in  the  Brit.  Museum,  by  Edward  A.  Bond,  Esq., 
"^ef  Librarian.     Part  IV,  Other  Enrolments  and  Documents  from  the  Public 

Bcord  Offi(!e,  the  City  of  London  Town-Clerk's  Office,  &c.,  edited  by  Walford  D. 

ilby,  Esq.,  and  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*A  detaild  Comparison  of  Chaucer's  Knight's  Tale  with  the  Teseideot  Boccaccio,' 
r  Hexry  Ward,  Esq.,  ot  the  MS  Dep>ai:tawiit  of  the  British  Museum.  [At  Press, 
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^  Heere  folwen  the  wordes  /  bitwene  the  hoost* 

and  the  Millere  ^ 

fan  that  the  knyght*  had  thus  his  tale  ytoold 
In  al  the  rente  /  ne  was  ther  yong  ne  cold 
That  he  ne  seyde  /  it  was  a  noble  storie 
And  worthy  /  for  to  drawen  to  memorio         3112 
And  namely  the  gentils  enerichon 
Ouie  hoost  longh  /  and  swoor  so  moot  I  gon 
This  gooth  aright  /  vnbokeled  is  the  Male 
Lat  se  now  /  who  shal  telle  another  tale  31 16 

fifor  trewely  /  the  game  is  wel  bigonne 
Now  telleth  on  sire  Monk  /  if  that  ye  konne 
Sumwhat*  to  quite  with  the  knyghtes  tale 
The  Millere  /  that  for-dronken  was  al  pale  3120 

So  that  vnnethe  /  vp  on  his  hors  he  saf 
He  nolde  analen  /  neither  hood  ne  hat* 
Ne  abyde  no  man  /  for  his  curteisie 

But  in  Pilates  yoys  /  he  gan  to  crie  3124 

And  swoor  by  Armes  /  and  by  blood  /  and  bones 
I  kan  a  noble  tale  for  the  nones 
Wtt/t  which  /  I  wol  now  quite  /  the  knyghtes  tale 
Oure  hoost  saugh  /  that  he  was  dronke  of  ale  3128 

And  seyde  /  abyd  Robyn  my  leeue  brother 
Som  bettre  man  /  shal  telle  ys  first  another 
Abyde  /  and  lat  vs  werken  thriftily  PMrn] 

If  By  goddes  soule  quod  he  /  thai  wol  nat  I  3132 

flTor  I  wol  speke  /  or  elles  go  my  wey 
Oure  hoost  answerde  /  tel  on  a  deuele  wey 
Thou  art  a  fool  /  thy  wit  is  ouercome 
IT  Now  herkneth  quod  the  Millere  alle  and  some         3136 
But  first*  I  make  a  protestacioun 
That  I  am  dronke  /  I  knows  it  by  my  soun 
And  therfore  /  if  that  I  mysspeke  or  seye 
Wyte  it*  the  Ale  of  Southwerk  I  [you]  preye  3140 
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ffor  I  wol  t*lle  /  a  legenJe  and  a  lyf 

Bothe  of  a  Carpenter  /  and  of  liia  wyf 

How  that  ft  clerk  /  hath  set  the  wrightes  cappe 

^  The  Reue  answerde  /  and  Hpyde  stjnt  thy  clappe     3144 

Lat  be  /  thy  lowed  dronken  harlotryo 

It  is  B  Bynne  /  and  eck  a  greet  folye 

To  apeyren  any  man  /  or  hym  deliime 

And  eek*  to  brjmgeu  wyuca  in  swich  fame  3148 

Thon  mayet  ynogfi  /  of  othere  thyi^ea  aeyn 

51  This  dronke  Millere  /  Bpak  ful  soone  ageyn 

And  seyde  /  leue  brother  Osewol<J 

Who  hath  no  wyf  /  he  is  no  CokewoU  3162 

But  I  sey  nat  theifore  /  that  thou  art  oon 

Ther  been  fid  goode  wyuen  many  oon 

And  euere  /  a  thousand  goode  /  ayeyna  oon  badde 

That  knowestow  wel  thy  eolf  /  but  if  thou  madde        3156 

Why  attow  angry  /  with  my  tale  now 

I  haue  a  wyf  pardeo  /  as  wel  as  thow 

Tet  nolde  I  /  for  the  oxen  in  my  plogh 

Take  vp  on  mo  /  moore  than  ynogK  31  GO 

Ah  demen  of  my  self  /  that  I  wore  oon 

I  wol  bileue  wel  /  that  I  am  noon 

An  housbonde  /  shal  nat  bepn  Inquiaitj-f 

Of  goddea  pryuotoe  /  nor  of  his  wyf  3164 

So  he  may  fynde  goddes  foyson)  there 

Of  the  remenanf  nedeth  nat  enquere 

IF  What  flholdo  I  moore  seyn  /  but  this  Millera 

He  nolde  his  wordes  /  for  no  man  forbere  3168 

Bnt  tolde  his  cheriea  tale  in  his  manere 

Mathynketh  /  that  I  shal  reherco  it  he*re 

And  ther-fore  euery  gentil  wiglit  1  preye 

ffor  goddes  loue  /  demeth  nat  that  I  seye  3173 

Of  yuel  entente  /  but  that  I  moot  reherce 

Hir  tales  aUe  /  be  they  bettre  or  werse 

Or  ellea  /  falsen  som  of  my  mateero 

And  therfore  /  who  ho  list  it  nat  yheere  3176 

ELLESHERB   90 


oBoop  A.  §  8.  xillsb's  fbolooub.  EUemiflrd  US.  91 

Tume  oner  the  leef  /  and  cliese  another  tale 

ffor  he  shal  fynde  ynowe  /  grete  and  smale 

Of  stoiial  thyng*  that  toucheth  gentillease  Vmi  m,  ImA] 

And  eek  moialitee  /  and  hoolynesse  3180 

Blameth  nat  me  /  if  that  ye  chese  amys 

The  Millerd  /  is  a  cherl  /  ye  knowe  wel  thia 

So  was  the  Eeue  /  and  othere  manye  mo 

And  harlotiie  //  they  tolden  bothe  two  3184 

Auyseth  yow  /  putteth  me  out  of  blame 

And  eek*  men  ahal  nat  maken  emeet  of  game 

[Slighi  break  in  the  M8.] 
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IT  Heere  bigynneth  the  Millers?  his  tale. 

WHilom  /  ther  was  dwellynge  at  Oxenfowl 
A  riche  gnof  /  that  gestes  heeld  to  boid  3188 

And  of  his  ciafl:*  he  was  a  Carpenter 
With  hym  /  ther  was  dwellynge  a  pome  scoler 
Hadde  lemed  Art*  but  al  his  fantasye         [paimttng  <^au  iimiri 
Was  tamed  /  for  to  leme  Astrologje  3192 

And  koude  /  a  certeyn  of  conelusiofia 
To  demen  /  by  Interrogaciofis 
If  fai  men  asked  hym  /  in  certein  houres 
Whan  pat  men  sholde  haue  droghte  or  elles  shonres    3196 
Or  if  men  asked  hym  /  what  sholde  bifalle 
Of  euery  thyng  /  I  may  nat  rekene  hem  alle 
IF  This  clerk*  was  cleped  /  hende  Nicholas 
Of  deeme  loue  he  koude  and  of  solas  3200 

And  ther-to  /  he  was  sleigh  /  and  ful  pnuee 
And  lyk  a  mayden  /  meke  for  to  see 
A  chambre  hadde  he  in  that  hostelrye 
Allone  /  with-outen  any  compaignye  3204 

ffiil  fetisly  ydighf  with  herbes  swoote 
And  he  hym  self  /  as  sweete  as  is  the  roote 
Of  lycoiys  /  or  any  Cetewale 

His  Almageste  /  and  bookes  grete  and  smale  3208 

His  Astrelabie  /  longynge  for  his  Art/ 
His  Augrym  stones  /  layen  faire  a  part/ 
On  shelues  /  couched  at  his  beddes  heed 
His  presse  ycovered  /  with  a  faldyng  reed  3212 

And  all  aboue  /  ther  lay  a  gay  Sautrie 
On  which  /  he  made  a  nyghtes  melodie 
So  swetely  /  that  al  the  chambre  rong* 
And  Angelas  ad  virginem  /  he  song*  3216 

And  after  that*  he  song*  the  kynges  noote 
ffol  often  /  blessed  was  his  myrie  throte 
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And  thus  /  this  aweote  ^l*^^k■  hia  tyaio  Bfieate 

After  hia  freendtw  fyndjBg"  and  his  rente  3220 

^  This  Carpenter  /  hadde  wedded  newe  a  vyt 

Wliich  that  he  loucde  /  moore  than  hia  lyf  / 

Of  xviij.  yeer  /  she  was  of  Age  Umttmi 

lalous  he  was  /  and  he<!ld  hire  narwo  in  ca^  3321 

ffor  she  was  yong  and  wylde  /  and  lie  was  old 

And  demed  hym  self"  been  lik  /  a  Cokewold 

He  knew  nut  Catoun  /  for  his  wit  was  rude 

That  bod  /  man  sholdo  wedde  his  simylitude  3238 

Men  sholde  wedden  after  hire  estaat 

flot  youthe  and  elde  /  is  often  at  debaat 

But  sith  that  he  /  was  fallen  in  the  snare 

He  moste  endure  /  as  oother  felk  bis  care  3232 

IT  ffidt  was  this  yunge  wyf  /  and  ther  with  al 

As  any  weicle  /  hir  body  /  gent  and  smal 

A  ceynt  she  wenide  /  ybarred  al  of  silk 

&.  bannclooth  [eek]  /  as  whit  as  mome  iUlk  3236 

Vp  on  hir  lendcs  /  fill  of  many  a  goore 

Whit  was  bir  amok  /  and  broyden  al  bifoore 

And  eek  hibynde  /  on  hir  coler  aboute 

Of  colblak  silk  /  witA-Inne  and  eek  wiU-oute  3240 

The  tapes  /  of  hir  white  volupor 

Were  of  the  same  euyte  of  hir  coler 

Hir  filef  brood  of  siUc  and  set  ful  bye 

And  sikerly  /  she  hadde  a  likeions  eye  3241 

ffiil  smale  ypulled  /  were  hire  browes  two 

And  tho  were  bent  /  and  blake  as  any  aloo 

She  was  /  ful  mooie  bliaful  on  to  see 

Thsn  ifl  /  the  newe  /  pereionette  tree  3348 

And  softer  /  than  the  wolle  is  of  a  wether 

And  by  hir  girdel  /  heeog  a  pars  of  lethcr 

Taaselod  with  greue  /  and  pcrled  witA  latoon 

In  al  tliis  world  /  to  seken  vp  and  doun  3252 

There  nas  no  man  so  wys  /  ^t  koude  tbencbs 

8o  gay  a  popelote  /  or  swich  a  wenche 
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^^H               ifol  brighter  /  -waa  the  shynyngi  of  liir  hewe 

1 

^^H                Than  in  the  tour  /  the  noLle  yfotged  nowe 

3256               1 

^^^H                 %  But  of  hir  song  /  it  y/aa  j  as  laudo  and  yenie 

1 

^^^H                 As  any  swalwo  /  sittynge  on  a  berno 

■ 

^^^H                Ther  to  /  aha  koude  skippe  /  and  make  game 

^^^B                As  any  kydo  /  or  calf  /  folwynge  his  dame 

3260 

^^^H                Hir  mouth  was  ewoete  /  as  bragof  or  the  Meeth 

^^H                 Or  hoord  of  Apples  /  leyd  in  hey  or  heeth 

^^^H                 Wynsynge  she  was  /  as  is  a  ioty  cclf 

^^^B                 I^ng  as  a  ^laaf  and  vprighte  as  a  bolt 

3264 

^^^V                  A  brooch  sche  baar  /  vp  on  hir  loue  coler 

^^1                  As  brood  /  as  is  tbo  boos  of  a  bokeler 

^^^L                 Hir  shoes  were  laced  /  on  hir  Icgges  hye 

^^^H                 She  was  a  prymerole  /  a  pi^esnye 

3268 

^^^H                 ffor  any  lord  /  to  leggen  in  his  bedde 

^^^V                 Or  yef  for  any  good  yeman  to  wedde 

^^1                 I^Ow  sire  /  and  oft  aire  /  bo  bifel  the  cas 
^^1                 ^  That  on  a  day  /  this  hende  Kicholaa 

[1W»,lwk] 

3272 

^^^B                 ffil  with  this  yonge  wyf  /  to  r^e  and  pleyo 

J 

^^1                 Whil  that  hir  houehonde  was  at  Osoneye 

1 

^^^^                 As  clerkes  /  ben  ful  subtile  /  and  ful  queynte 

1 

^^^1                 And  priuely  /  ho  caught*  him  hy  the  qneynto 

3276                1 

^^^H                 And  seyde  ywis  /  but  if  ich  hauo  ray  wille 

^^^H                 ffor  deeme  loue  of  thee  /  lemman  I  spille 

^^^1                 And  heeld  hire  hardc  /  by  the  haunche  bones 

^^^1                 And  seyde  /  lemman  loue  rao  al  atones 

3280 

^^^B                 Or  I  wol  dyen  /  also  god  mc  eane 

^^^H                 And  she  sproong  /  us  a  colt  doth  in  the  traue 

^^H                 And  with  hir  heed  /  sche  wryed  faste  awey 

^^^H                And  seyde  /  I  wol  nat  klsee  thee  /  by  my  fey 

3284 

^^H                Why  lat  be  quod  ich  /  lat  be  Nicholas 

^^H                 Or  I  wol  crie  /  out  /  harrow  /  and  alias 

^^^H                 Do  wey  youre  handes  /  for  your  curteisye 

^^^1                 %  This  Nicholas  /  gan  mercy  for  to  crye 

3288 

^^^P                 And  spak  so  faiie  /  and  profred  hire  bo  faste 
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^^M          And  Bwoor  hie  ooth  /  by  seiut  Thomas  of  KmV 

^^M          That  ahe  wol  been  /  at  his  comandemenf 

3292 

^^H          Whan  fiat  she  may  /  hir  leyser  wel  espta 

^^H          Kyo  housbonde  /  ia  eo  ful  of  Jalousie 

^^H          That  but  ye  wayt«  wel  /  and  been  pmiee 

^H           I  woot  rigEt  wel  /  I  nam  but  deed  quod  ahe 

3296 

^H           Ya  moate  been  ful  deerne  /  aa  in  tliia  taa 

^H           f  Nay  ther  of  /  •Mie  thee  noghf  quod  NicUoIufl 

^H           A  clerk'  hudJe  lithc-rly  /  biset  hia  whyle 

^^1           But  if  be  kuude  /  a  Carpenter  bigyle 

3300 

^H           To  wayte  a  tyme  /  oa  I  liaue  told  biforn 

^H           f  Whan  Nicholaa  /  bod  doon  tbue  euerideel 

^H           And  tbakked  biro  /  aboutt>  the  lendes  weel 

3304 

^H           He  kist  hiK  swoete  /  and  taketh  liia  aawtrie 

^^H           And  pleyetb  faate  /  and  maketh  melodiu 

^H           rnbanne  fil  it  thus  /  fat  to  the  paryssE  cliirche 
^H           -L   Criatea  /  oweue  wcrkes  /  for  to  wirehe 

1 

3308 

J 

^H            This  goode  wyf  /  went  on  an  baliday 

^M 

^H            Hir  forhced  ahoon  /  aa  bright  aa  any  diiy 

^M 

^^1            So  was  it  woashen  /  wban  she  leet  bir  werk 

^m           f  Now  was  ther  of  that  chirche  a  pariBsb  clerk 

3312 

^M            Tha  which  /  that  was  ycleped  Abaolou 

^^ft           Crul  waa  hia  he«r  /  and  aa  the  gold  it  sboon 

^^H          And  atrouted  as  a  fianne  /  laj^o  and  brode 

^^H          ffol  streight  and  euene  /  lay  his  ioly  abode 

3316 

^^H          His  rode  was  reed  /  hiae  eyen  gieye  as  guos 

^H          With  Powlea  wyndow  /  coruen  on  bis  slioos 

^^H          In  hoses  rede  /  ho  wentc  fetisty 

IMU] 

^^V           Yclad  lie  weis  /  ful  emal  and  proprely 

3320 

^B            Al  in  a  kirtel  /  of  a  lyght  wagef 

^H            ffol  fture  and  thikke  /  beea  the  poynk-a  Mtf 

^^H          And  ther  \p  on  /  he  hadde  a  gay  surplys 

^^1          As  whit  aa  is  /  the  bloame  vp  on  the  rya 

3324 

^^H          A  myrie  child  he  was  /  so  god  me  aaue 

^^M          Wel  koudo  he  hiten  blood  /  and  clippe  and  ahano 

^^^1 
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And  maken  a  uhartre  ol'  loud  /  or  AL'quitauoco 

la  twenty  inanere  /  koude  he  trippe  and  daunce 

After  the  soole  /  of  Oxenford[e]  tho 

And  with  his  leggee  /  casLen  to  and  iro 

And  pleyen  aongea  /  on  a  small  Rubible 

Ther  to  /  he  song  som  tyiue  /  a  loud  quynyble 

And  as  wel  /  koude  ho  pl«ye  /  on  his  giteme 

Tn  al  the  teun  /  noa  Brewhous  ne  Taneme 

That  ho  ne  visited  /  with  his  solas 

Ther  any  gaylaiil  Tappestere  was 

But  sooth  to  Heyn  /  he  was  somdel  squaymouB 

Of  fartyng  /  and  of  speche  daungeroua 

IT  This  Absolon  /  Jiat  iolif  was  and  gay 

Gooth  with  a  Sencet  /  on  the  haliday 

Sensynge  the  wyues  /  of  the  poiisshe  faate 

And  many  a  louely  look  /  on  hem  ho  caste 

And  namely  /  on  this  Carpenteria  wyf 

To  loke  on  hira  /  hym  thought*  a  myrie  lyf 

She  was  bo  pmpre  /  and  aweete  and  likeroua 

I  dia  wel  seyn  /  if  she  hadde  been  a  Mous 

And  he  a  Cat  /  he  wold  hire  hente  anon 

IT  This  pariseh  clerk  /  this  io!y  Absolon 

Hath  in  his  hcrte  /  swich  a  louo  longynge 

That  of  no  wyf  /  took  he  noon  offrynge 

ffor  curteiaie  /  lie  aeyde  he  wolde  noon 

The  Moono  /  whan  it  was  nygBt  /  ful  brighte  shoon    3362 

And  Absolon  /  his  gyterno  hath  ytake 

ffor  paramours  /  ho  thoght*  for  to  wake 

And  forth  he  goolli  /  iolif  and  amorous 

Til  he  cam  /  to  the  Carpenteres  hous 

A  litel  /  after  Cokkes  hadde  ycrowe 

And  dressed  hym  vp  /  by  a  aholwyndowe 

That  was  /  vp  on  the  Carpenteris  wal 

He  syngeth  in  his  voys  /  gentil  and  amal 

Now  deore  lady  /  if  thy  wille  be 

I  pray  yow  /  that  ye  wole  thynke  on  mo 
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fful  wol  acordaunt'  to  his  gytemyoge 

This  Carpenter  awook  /  and  lierde  synge  3364 

And  spak  vn  to  his  wyf  /  and  sejda  anon 

What  Alisoa  /  hereatow  nat  Absolon 

That  chaunteth  thus  /  vnder  oure  houroa  wal        [i~'«i,  i>«ii] 

And  she  answcrde  hir  housbonde  /  Iher  with  al  3368 

YiB  God  woot  John  /  I  heere  it  euery  del 

%  This  passeth  forth  /  what  wol  ye  bet  than  wee! 

ffro  day  to  day  /  to  day  /  this  ioly  Absolon 

8o  woweth  hire  /  tliat  hym  is  wo  bigon  3373 

He  waketh  /  at  the  nyglit  /  and  td  the  day 

He  kenibeth  hise  lokkes  brode  /  and  made  hym  gay 

He  woweth  hire  /  by  meenes  /  and  brocage 

And  Bwoor  /  he  wolde  been  hir  owene  page  3376 

He  syngeth  hrokkynge  /  as  a  nyghtyngale 

He  sente  hire  pyment*  Meeth  and  spiced  Ale 

And  wafres  /  pipyng  /  hoot  /  out  of  the  gleede 

And  for  she  was  of  toune  /  he  profreth  meede  3380 

ffor  Bom  folk^  wol  ben  wonnen  for  richesse 

Andaommeforstrokes/andsonimeforgentillesse  J^^  Jjj^jfj 

V  Somtymo  /  to  shewe  his  lightnease  and  maistiye 

He  pleyeth  Herodes  vp  on  a  Scaffold  hye  3384 

Bat  what  auailletli  hym  /  as  in  this  cas 

She  loueth  so  /  this  hende  Xicholas 

That  Absolon  /  may  blowe  the  bukkes  horn 

He  ne  hadde  /  for  his  labour  but  a  scorn  9388 

And  thus  /  she  inaketh  Absolon  hlr«  Ape 

And  al  his  emesf  turaetli  til  a  lape 

ffiil  800th  is  this  prouerbe  /  it  ia  no  ly« 

Men  acyn  right  thus  /  alwey  the  nyo  slye  3392 

Maketh  /  the  ferre  leene  to  l»e  lootli 

ITor  though  that  Absolon  /  be  wood  or  wrootB 

By  cause  /  that  he  fer  was  from  hire  sig&t« 

This  nye  Nicholas  /  stood  in  his  lighte  3396 

VrOw  bere  thee  wel  /  thou  hende  NicholM 

■^'   ffor  Abeolon  /  may  waille  aad  synge  allai 
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^^B                 And  80  bifel  it  on  a  Saterday 

1 

^^H                Thia  Carpenter  /  was  goon  til  Osenay 

3400                 1 

^^M                And  liende  Nicholas  and  Alisoun 

^^^B                 Acorded  been  /  to  this  condusioun 

^^H                  Tliat  Nicholua  /  ehol  ehapen  hym  a  wylo 

^^H                   ThiB  soly  lolotis  housboude  to  bigyle 

3404 

^^^                  And  if  so  be  /  the  game  wente  arigfif 

^^H                 She  sholde  slepen  /  in  his  arm  ol  nygbl? 

^^^1                 ffor  this  was  /  his  desir  /  aDd  hire  also 

^^^1                 And  right  anon  /  ivith-outon  wordes  mo 

3408 

^^^1                 Thia  Nicholas  /  no  lenger  wolde  tarie 

^^H                But  dooth  ful  softe  /  vn  to  hia  diambre  cario 

^^^1                 Bothe  mete  and  drynke  /  for  a  day  or  tweye 

^^^1                 And  to  hire  housbonde  /  bad  hire  for  to  seye 

3412 

^^M                 I£  that  he  axed  /  after  KicboUa 

^^H                 Slie  aholdo  aeye  /  she  nyste  where  he  was 

^^^1                 Of  al  that  day  /  aha  eaugh  hym  nat  with  eye 

[i«rH] 

^^^1                  8hs  trowed  /  that  he  was  in  maladye 

3416 

^^^1                 ffor  /  for  no  cry  /  hir  mayde  koude  hym  calle 

J 

^^M                 He  nolde  anewere  /  for  thyng  that  rojghte  falle 

1 

^^H                 ^  This  paeseth  forth  /  al  thilke  Saturday 

1 

^^H                 That  Ifichoks  /  etille  in  his  chamhre  lay 

3420 

^^M                 And  eof  and  sleepe  /  or  dide  what  hym  leete 

^^H                 Til  Soaday  /  that  the  aoune  gooth  to  resto 

1 

^^M                  Of  Nicholas  /  or  what  thyng  myghte  hym  eyle 

3434                1 

^^H                 And  seyde  /  I  am  adrad  by  Seint  Thomas 

1 

^^H                 It  fatOTideth  nat  arigSt  with  Nicholas 

^^H                  God  shildo  /  that  he  deyde  sodeynly 

^H                  This  world  /  is  now  ful  tikel  aikerly 

3428 

^^H                   I  saugh  to  day  /  a  cora  ybom  to  chiiche 

^^H                   That  now  /  on  monday  kst  /  I  saugh  hym  wirche 

^^H                  IT  Go  vp  quod  he  /  vn  to  his  knaue  anoon 

^^H                  Clepe  at  his  dore  /  or  knokke  with  a  etoon 

3432 

^^V                  X^ooke  how  it  is  /  and  tel  mo  holdely 

J 

^^B                    V  This  knaue  /  gooth  him  vp  ful  atutdily 

J 
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^^M        And  at,  the  chambre  dore  /  wliil  that  he  stood 

1 

^^H         He  oride  and  knokked  /  as  that  he  were  wood 

3436                      1 

^H         What  bo«r  /  what  do  ye  matster  Nicholay 

J 

^^H         How  may  ye  slopen  /  al  the  longe  day 

J 

^^H         V  But  al  for  noghf  he  horde  iiat  a  word 

1 

^H         An  hole  ho  foond  /  M  lowe  vp  on  a  hoid 

3U0                     ■ 

^^H         Ther  els  the  Caf  was  woat  In  for  to  crepe 

,^M 

^^1         And  at  that  hole  /  ho  looked  la  ftd  depe 

^1 

^^1         And  at  the  laste  /  he  liadde  of  hym  a  eights 

^H 

^^H         Thia  Nicholna  /  sat  capj-ng  enerc  vp-righte 

s«* 

^^1         Aa  he  had  kiked  /  on  the  newe  moone 

^H        Adoun  he  gooth  /  and  tolde  his  maiater  aoone 

^^H         In  what  array  /  he  saugh  that  Uko  man 

^^H         T  Tlu*  Caqjenter  /  to  blesaon  hym  bigan 

3U8 

^H         And  seyde  /  help  vh  sointe  ffirydeawyde 

^^B         A  man  wool  litcl  /  what  hym  ebal  bityda 

^^H         This  man  is  falle  /  with  his  Astromye 

^H        In  som  woodnesse  /  oi  in  aom  Agonye 

sat 

^H         I  thoghte  ay  wel  /  how  that  it  aholde  be 

^^H         Men  sholde  nat  knowe  /  of  goddes  pryuetee 

^^M         Ye  /  bleased  be  alwey  a  lewed  man 

^H         That  noghf  but  oouly  hia  biloue  kan 

3456 

^^H          So  feide  another  clerk<  with  Aatromye 

^H         He  walked  in  the  feeldos  /  for  to  prye 

^H         Vp  on  the  st^ires  /  what  ther  sholde  biblle 

^H         Til  he  was  /  in  a  Marleput  yfalle 

3460 

^H         He  saugh  nat  tliat  /  but  yet  by  soint  [Thomaa>' 

[llMrta-dl 

^H         Me  reweth  soon  /  of  hende  Nicholas 

^H          He  shal  be  rated  /  of  liis  studij-ng- 

(l«(U.ta<fe] 

^^H          Zf  that  I  may  /  by  Ibe^us  heuone  kyng< 

3464 

^^1          %  Get  me  a  staf  /  that  I  may  vnderapore 

^H          Whil  fat  thou  Kobyn  /  henest  of  the  dare 

^^H         He  abal  /  out  of  his  studiyng*  as  T  gesse 

^^H         And  to  the  chambre  dore  /  he  gnn  hym  drease 

3468 

^^M         His  knaue  /  was  a  strong  carl  /  for  the  noonea 

^_ 

^H          And  by  the  haspe  /  he  haaf  it  of  atonra 

^^^H 
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In  to  tte  floor  /  the  dore  fil  anon 

This  NicholaB  /  eat  ay  aa  slille  as  stoon  3i 

And  euere  caped  vpward  in  to  the  Eir 

This  Carpenter  /  wonde  he  were  in  despeii 

And  hente  hym  /  by  the  aholdtes  myghtily 

And  shook  hym  haide  /  and  cride  epitously  3' 

What  Nicholay  /  what  how  /  what  looke  adoun 

Awake  /  and  thenk  on  Cristca  passioun 

I  croucho  theo  /  &oni  Eluoa  /  and  fro  wightes 

Ther-witA  the  nyghtapel  /  aeyde  he  anoniigStea  3- 

On  foure  halues  /  of  the  houa  about* 

And  on  the  thres^fold  /  of  the  dore  with-oute 

Ihesu  Crist'  and  aeint  Benedigtit 

Bleaae  this  hoiia  /  from  eii*ry  wikked  wighf  3' 

ffor  nyghtea  uerye  /  the  Tchite  pater  noater 

Where  weutestow  /  seint  Petres  Boster 

%  And  att«  laate  /  this  hende  Nicholas 

Gan  for  to  sike  eoore  /  and  seyde  alias  3' 

Shal  al  this  world  /  be  lost  eftsoones  now  ? 

IT  This  Carpenter  /  answerde  /  what  seyatowf 

What  thynk  on  god  /  aa  we  doon  /  men  ^t  swymka 

V  This  Uicholas  answerde  /  fecche  me  drynke  3 

And  after  /  wol  I  speko  in  piyuetee 

Of  certeyn  thyng<  that  toucheth  me  and  thee 

I  wol  telle  if  noon  oother  man  certeyn 

IT  This  Carpenter  /  gotb  doun  /  and  comth  ageyn        3 

And  broghte  /  of  mygbty  Ale  a  large  quart 

And  whan  ^at  ech  of  hem  /  had  dronke  his  part 

This  Nicholas  /  bis  dore  faste  shotte 

And  doun  the  Carpenter  /  by  hym  he  sette  31 

%  He  seyde  lofin  myn  boosf  Lef  and  deere 

Thou  shalt*  vp  on  thy  trouthe  swora  me  heere 

That  to  no  wight"  thou  shall  this  conseil  wreye 

ffoT  it  is  /  cristea  cunseil  that  I  seye  3 

Ajid  if  thou  telle  man  /  thou  art  fotlore 

ffor  this  vengaufice  /  thou  ahalt  ban  therfore 
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That  if  thou  wieye  me  /  thou  shalt  be  wood 
Kay  Crist  forbede  it*  for  his  hooly  blood 
Quod  tho  this  sely  man  /  I  nam  no  labbe 
Ne  though  I  seye  /  I  am  nat  lief  to  gabbe 
Sey  what  thou  wolt  /  I  shal  it  neu^re  telle 
To  child  ne  wyf  /  by  hym  that  harwed  helle 
"VTOw  lohfl  quod  Nicholas  /  I  wol  nat  lye 
■^^   I  have  yfounde  /  in  myn  Astrologye 
As  I  haue  looked  /  in  the  moone  bright* 
That  now  a  monday  next*  at  quarter  nyght* 
Shal  falle  a  reyn  /  and  that  so  wilde  and  wood 
That  half  so  greet*  was  neuere  Noees  flood 
This  world  he  seyde  /  in  lasse  than  an  hour 
Shal  al  be  dreynt  /  so  hidous  is  the  shour 
Thus  schal  mankynde  drenche  /  and  lese  hir  lyf* 
IF  This  Carpenter  answerde  /  alias  my  wyf 
And  shal  she  drenche  /  alias  myn  AHsoun 
ffor  Borwe  of  this  /  he  fil  almoost  adoun 
And  seyde  /  is  ther  no  remedie  in  this  cas 
IF  Why  yis  for  gode  /  quod  hende  Nicholas 
If  thou  wolt  werken  /  afbir  loore  and  reed 
Thou  mayst  nat  werken  /  after  thyn  owene  heed 
ffor  thus  seith  Salomon)  /  that  was  ful  trewe 
Werk  al  by  conseil  /  and  thou  shalt  nat  rewe 
And  if  thou  werken  wolt*  by  good  conseil 
I  yndertake  /  with-outen  Mast*  and  seyl 
Yet  shal  I  sauen  j  hive  j  and  thee  /  and  me 
Hastow  nat  herd  /  hou  saued  was  Noe  f 
Whan  fat  oure  lord  /  hadde  warned  hym  bifom 
That  al  the  world  /  witA  water  sholde  be  lorn 
IF  Yis  quod  this  Carpenter  /  ful  yoore  ago 
IT  Hastou  nat  herd  /  quod  Nicholas  also 
The  sorwe  of  Noe  /  with  his  felaweshipe 
Er  fat  he  myghte  /  brjmge  his  wyf  to  shipe 
Hym  hadde  be  leuere  / 1  dar  wel  vndertake 
At  thilke  tyme  /  than  aUe  hise  wetheres  bkke 
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That  she  hadde  had  a  ebipe  /  hir  self  all  one 

And  ther-fore  /  woostou  what  is  beat  to  doone 

This  asketh  haste  /  end  of  an  hastif  thyiig< 

Men  may  nat  preche  /  or  maken  tariyng' 

If  Anon  go  gete  va  faste  in  to  tins  la 

A  knedyng*  trogh  /  or  ellis  a  kymeJyn 

ffor  ech  of  va  /  but  loko  fat  tliey  be  Ini^e 

In  irhiehe  /  wo  mowe  awymme  aa  in  a  barge 

And  ban  ther-Inne  /  vitoille  suffisanV 

Bat  for  a  day  /  fy  on  the  remcnanf  ; 

The  tvatei  slial  aslake  /  and  goon  away 

Aboute  prj'me  /  vp  ou  the  nexte  day 

But  Eobyn  /  may  nat  wite  of  tbia  /  thy  knaue 

Nq  eek*  thy  mayde  Gille  I  tsay  nat  eaue  i 

Axo  nat  why  /.  for  though  thou  asko  me 

I  wol  nat  tcllon  godJea  pryuetee 

BufBaeth  thee  /  but  if  thy  wittea  madde  ti«»(  m, 

To  him  OB  greet  a  grace  /  as  Nos  hadde  ; 

Thy  wyf  shal  I  wel  sauen  /  out  of  doute 

Go  now  thy  wey  /  and  speed  thee  heer  aboute 

U  But  whan  thou  haat^  for  hire  and  thee  and  me 

Tgeten  va  /  thisc  knedyng  tubbea  thre  '. 

Thanne  ahaltow  hange  hem  /  in  the  roof  ful  hye 

That  no  man  /  of  oure  purueiaunce  apye 

And  whan  thou  thus  haat  doon  /  as  I  haue  eeyd 

And  hast  oure  vitaille  /  foiro  in  hem  yleyd  : 

And  cek  an  Ax  /  to  smyte  the  corde  atwo 

"Whan  fat  the  water  comth  /  that  we  may  go 

And  broke  an  hole  /  an  heigh  vp  on  the  gable 

Vnto  the  gardynward  /  ouer  the  stable  i 

That  we  may  frely  /  possen  forth  oure  way 

Whan  fat  the  grete  ahour  /  ja  goon  away 

Thanne  ahal  I  awymme  /  as  myiie  I  yndertako 

As  dooth  the  white  doke  /  after  hire  drake  I 

Thanne  wol  I  clepe  /  how  Alison)  /  how  lo&fl 

Be  myrie  /  for  the  flood  wol  passe  anon 

ELLESMERE   102 


oEoup  A.  §  4,  milleb'8  taul  BUemere  KS.  103 

And  thon  wolt  sejn  /  hayl  maister  Nicholay 

Good  morwe  /  I  se  thee  wel  /  for  it  is  day  3580 

And  tkaune  /  shnl  we  be  /  lordes  al  oure  lyf/ 

Of  al  the  world  /  as  Noe  and  his  wyf/ 

IT  But  of  o  thyng*  I  wame  thee  fill  rights 

Be  wel  anysed  /  on  that  ilke  nyghf  3584 

That  we  ben  entred  /  in  to  shippes  boid 

That  noon  of  vs  /  ne  speke  nat  a  word 

Ne  clepe  /  ne  crie  /  but  been  in  his  preyere 

ffor  it  is  /  goddes  owene  heeste  deere  3588 

IF  Thy  wyf  and  thou  /  moote  hange  fer  atwynne 

£for  that*  bitwixe  yow  /  shal  be  no  synne 

Na  moore  in  lookyng  /  than  ther  shal  in  deede 

This  ordinance  is  seyd  /  so  god  thee  speede  3592 

Tomorwe  at  nyght*  whan  folk  ben  aUe  aslepe 

In  to  our  knedyng  tubbes  /  wol  we  crepe 

And  sitten  there  /  abidyng  goddes  grace 

Go  now  thy  wey  /  I  haue  no  lenger  space  3596 

To  make  of  this  /  no  lenger  sennonyng* 

Hen  seyn  thus  /  sende  the  wise  /  and  sey  no  thyng* 

Thou  art  so  wys  it  needeth  thee  nat  to  preche 

Go  saue  oure  lyf  /  and  that  I  the  biseche  3600 

IT  This  sely  Carpenter  /  goth  forth  his  wey 

£ful  ofte  /  he  seith  alias  and  weylawey 

And  to  his  wyf  /  he  tolde  his  pryueetee 

And  she  was  war  /  and  knew  it  bet  than  he  3604 

What  al  this  queynte  cast*  was  for  to  seye 

But  nathelees  /  she  ferde  as  she  wolde  deye 

And  seyde  alias  /  go  forth  thy  wey  anon  (ImT  «q 

Help  YS  to  scape  /  or  we  been  lost  echon  3608 

I  am  thy  trewe  /  verray  wedded  wyf 

Gro  deere  spouse  /  and  help  to  saue  oure  lyf 

TO/  which  a  greet  thyng  /  is  Affecciofi  IT  Auctor 

-■-■  Men  may  dyen  /  of  ymaginaciofi  3612 

So  depe  /  may  impressiofi  be  take 

This  sely  Carpenter  /  bigynneth  quake 
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Hym  thynketh  veimily  /  that  he  may  see 

Ifoeea  flood  /  como  walwynge  aa  the  see  36 

To  drenchen  Alieoun  /  his  hony  deere 

He  wepeth  /  weyleth  /  maketh  aory  cheern 

He  BJieth  /  wi'W  ftU  many  a  sory  ewogfi 

He  gooth  /  and  geteth  hym  a  knedyng  trogti  36 

And  after  that  /  a  tubbe  and  a  kymclya 

And  prynely  /  he  aente  hem  to  liis  In 

And  hcng'  hem  /  in  the  roof  in  pryueteo 

His  owene  hand  made  luddres  thro  36 

To  clymben  /  by  the  rongea  and  the  atalkea 

In  to  the  tubbea  /  hangynge  in  the  balkes 

And  hem  vitailleth  /  bothe  trogh  and  tubho 

"With  breed  and  cheae  /  and  good  Ale  in  a  lubbe         3S 

SufBaynge  right  ynogh  /  as  fur  a  day 

But  er  that  he  /  hadde  maad  al  this  array 

He  aente  hia  knaue  /  and  eek  hia  venche  alao 

Vp  on  his  nede  /  to  london  for  to  go  36 

And  on  the  Monday  /  whan  it  drow  to  nyghf 

He  ahett*  hia  doro  /  with-oute  candel  lyghP 

And  dresseth  alle  thyng*  as  it  ahal  be 

And  ahortly  /  vp  they  clomben  alle  thre  36 

They  sitten  stille  /  wel  a  furlong  way 

IT  Now  Pater  noater  /  clom  seyde  Nicholay 

And  clom  quod  loBa  /  and  dom  aeyde  Alisoun 

Thia  Carpenter  /aeyde  hia  deuocioun  36' 

And  atille  he  ait  /  and  biddeth  hia  preyere 

Awaitynge  on  the  reyn  /  if  ho  it  heere 

V  The  dede  aleepe  /  for  wery  bisyneaae 

fBl  on  thia  Carpenter  /  right  aa  I  gease  36^ 

Aboute  corfew  tyme  /  or  litel  moore 

ffor  trauaille  of  hia  gooaf  he  groneth  aooie 

And  eft  he  routeth  /  for  hia  beed  myalay 

Doon  of  the  laddro  /  etalketh  Nicholay  36- 

And  Alisoun  /  ful  softe  adoun  she  apedde 

With-outea  wordes  mo  /  they  goon  to  bcdde 
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Ther  as  the  Carpenter  /  is  wont  to  lye 

Tlier  was  tbe  Kuel  /  and  the  melodyc  3662 

And  thus  [litli]  Aliaon  /  and  Nicholas 

la  bisyneeae  /  of  myrthe  and  of  eolaa 

Til  that  the  belle  of  lauded  gan  to  rynge  n~f  *s.  i«kl 

And  frores  in  the  Chauncel  gonne  synge  3656 

This  parissK  clerk  /  this  Amoioua  Absolon 
That  is  for  loue  alwey  bo  wo  bigon 
Vp  on  the  Monday  /  was  at  Oeeneye 
With  a  eompaignye  /  hym  to  disporte  and  pleye  3660 

And  axed  vp  on  cas  a  Cloistrer 
fFul  pn'uely  /  after  lohn  the  Carpenter 
And  he  di'ongh  hym  a  part"  out  of  the  chirche 
And  seyde  I  noot^  I  saugh  hym  hecre  nat  wircho  3664 

Syn  Satertlay  /  I  trow  that  he  be  went" 
ffor  tymber  /  ther  our  Abbot  hath  hym  sent" 
ffor  he  ifl  wonf  for  tymber  for  to  go 

And  dwellen  at  the  grange  /  a  day  or  two  3668 

Or  elles  /  ho  is  at  his  bona  certeyn 
Wher«  that  he  be  /  I  kaa  nat  soothly  seyu 
IT  This  Ahsolon  /  fill  ioly  was  and  light 
And  thoghto  /  now  is  tyrae  wake  al  nyglSt  3672 

ffor  sikirly  I  aaugh  him  nat  stirynga 
Aboiite  hiB  dore  /  syn  day  bigan  to  sprynge 
^  So  moot  I  thryno  /  I  shal  at  cokkes  rrowe 
ffiil  prynely  /  knolcke  at  his  wyndowe  3676 

That  stant  fnl  lowe  /  vp  on  his  bonrea  wal 
To  Alison  /  now  wol  I  tellen  nl 
My  loue  longynge  /  for  yet  I  ahal  nat  mysse 
That  at  tbe  leste  wey  /  I  shal  hire  kis!«  3660 

Som  manor  conforf  ahal  I  haiie  parfay 
My  mouth  hath  ioched  al  this  longe  day 
That  is  a  signe  of  kissyng*  atl«  leste 

Al  nyghf  rao  mette  eek  /  I  was  at  a  fe«flte  3681 

Therfore  I  wol  goon  slepe  /  an  hoiire  or  tweye 
And  al  the  nyghf  thanne  wol  I  wake  and  pleye 

RLLESMERR   IOC 


106  eROUP  A.  §  4.  millkr's  tali.  XUaimAra  US. 

lA/Jian  that  the  firste  cok*  hath  orowe  anon 

' '    Vp  list*  this  iolj  louera  Abeolon  3688 

And  hym  arraieth  /  gay  at  pojnt  deujs 

Bat  fiisf  he  cheweth  greyn  of  lyooiys 

To  amellen  sweete  /  er  he  hadde  kembd  his  heer 

Ynder  his  tonge  /  a  trewe  loue  he  beer  3692 

ffor  ther-bj  /  wende  he  to  ben  giaoious 

He  lometh  /  to  the  Carpenteres  hous 

And  stille  he  stant*  ynder  the  shot  wyndowe 

Vn  to  his  brist  it  raughte  /  it  was  so  lowe  3696 

And  softe  he  knokketh  /  with  a  semy  soon 

What  do  ye  hony  comb  /  sweete  Alisonn 

My  feire  bryd  /  my  sweete  cynamome 

Awaketh  lemman  myn  /  and  speketh  to  me  3700 

Wei  litel  thynken  ye  /  vp  on  my  wo 

That  for  youre  loue  /  I  swete  ther  I  go 

No  wonder  is  /  thogh  that  I  swelte  and  swete  [iMf  a] 

I  moome  /  as  dooth  a  lamb  after  the  tete  3704 

Twis  lemman  /  I  haae  swich  loue  longynge 

That  lik  a  turtel  trewe  /  is  my  moornynge 

I  may  nat  ete  /  na  moore  than  a  mayde 

V  Go  fro  the  wyndow  /  lakke  fool  she  sayde  3708 

As  help  me  god  /  it  wol  nat  be  com  pa  me 

I  loue  another  /  and  elles  I  were  to  blame 

Wei  bet  than  thee  /  by  Ihe^  Absolon 

Gk)  forth  thy  wey  /  or  I  wol  caste  a  ston  371 2 

And  lat  me  slepe  /  a  twenty  deuel  wey 

^  Alias  quod  Absolon  /  and  weylawey 

That  trewe  loue  /  was  eucre  so  yuel  biset 

Thanne  kys  me  /  syn  it  may  be  no  bet  3716 

ffor  Ihe^us  loue  /  and  for  the  loue  of  me 

IT  Wiltow  thanne  /  go  thy  wey  quod  she  f 

IT  Ye  certes  lemman  /  quod  this  Absolon 

^  Thanne  make  thee  redy  quod  she  I  come  anon         3720 

And  vn  to  Nicholas  /  she  seyde  stille 

Now  bust*  and  thou  shalt  laughen  al  thy  fille 

IT  This  Absolon  /  doun  sette  hym  on  his  knees 
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And  seyde  /  I  am  lord  at  alle  degrees  3724 

ffor  after  this  /  I  hope  ther  cometh  moore 

Lemman  thy  grace  /  and  sweete  bryd  thyn  oore 

f  The  wyndow  /  she  yndoth  /  and  that  in  haste 

Haue  do  quod  she  /  com  of  and  speed  the  faste  3728 

Lest  that  oure  Neighebores  /  thee  espie 

f  This  Absolon  /  gan  wype  his  mouth  f ul  diie 

Dirk  was  the  nyght*  as  pich  /  or  as  the  cole 

And  at  the  wyndow  /  out  she  pitte  hir  hole  3732 

And  Absolon  /  hym  fil  no  bet  ne  wers 

But  with  his  mouth  /  he  kiste  hir  naked  era 

Sol  sauourly  /  er  he  was  war  of  this 

V  Abak  he  stirte  /  and  thoughte  it  was  amys  3736 
ffor  wel  he  wiste  /  a  womman  hath  no  herd 

He  felto  a  thyng  al  rough  /  and  long  yherd 

And  seyde  /  fy  alias  what  haue  I  do 

f  Tehee  quod  she  /  and  clapte  the  wyndow  to  3740 

And  Absolon  /  gooth  forth  a  sory  pas 

V  A  herd  a  herd  /  quod  hende  Nicholas 
By  goddes  corpus  /  this  goth  faire  and  weel 

f  This  sely  Absolon  /  herde  euery  deel  3744 

And  on  his  lippe  /  he  gan  for  Anger  byte 

And  to  hym  self  /  he  seyde  1  shal  thee  quyte 

%  Who  rubbeth  now  /  who  froteth  now  his  lippes 

With  dust*  with  sond  /  with  straw /with  clooth  /  with  chippes 

But  Absolon  /  that  seith  fill  ofte  alias  3749 

My  soule  /  bitake  I  vn  to  Sathanas 

But  me  were  leuere  /  than  al  this  toun  quod  he    \}9»fu,  tmsk] 

Of  this  despit*  awroken  for  to  be  3752 

Alias  quod  he  /  alias  I  ne  hadde  ybleynt 

His  hoote  loue  /  was  coold  and  al  yqueynt* 

ffor  &o  that  tyme  /  that  he  hadde  kiste  hir  ers 

Of  paramours  /  he  sette  nat  a  kers  3756 

ffor  he  was  /  heeled  of  his  maladie 

fful  ofte  /  paramours  he  gan  deffie 

And  weepe  /  as  dooth  a  child  that  is  ybete 

A  softe  paas  /he  wcnte  ouer  the  strete  3760 
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Vn  til  a  smyth  /  men  cleped  daim  Geruej-a 

That  in  hia  forge  /  smythed  plough  lianicya 

He  sharpctli  sbaar  /  and  kultour  bisily 

This  Abaolon  /  knokketh  lU  eaily  3! 

And  seyile  /  vndo  Gerueys  /  and  that  anon 

1[  What  who  artow  *■  I  am  heere  Abaolon 

What  Ahaolon  /  for  Cmtee  swete  tree 

Why  rise  ye  so  rathe  /  ey  benedicitee  3' 

What  eyleth  yow  /  sum  gay  gerl  god  it  wooP 

Hath  broght  yow  thus  /  vp  on  the  viritooP 

By  Beinte  note  /  ye  woot  wel  what  I  meno 

II  Thia  Absolon  /  ne  roghte  nat  a  bene  3! 

Of  al  liifl  pley  /  no  word  agayn  he  yaf 

He  haddo  /  moore  tow  /  on  hia  distaf 

Than  Gerueys  knew  /  and  seyde  freend  so  doere 

That  hooto  kultour  /  in  the  chymenee  hecre  3' 

As  lene  it  me  /  I  haue  ther-with  to  doone 

And  I  wol  /  brynge  it  thee  /  agayn  ful  soona 

IT  Gerueys  answerde  /  certea  were  it  gold 

Or  in  a  poke  /  nobles  alle  vntold  3! 

Thou  sholdeat  have  /  as  I  am  trewe  smyth 

Ey  cristea  foo  /  what  wol  ye  do  ther-with  * 

H  Ther  of  quod  Absulon  /  bo  as  bo  may 

I  ahal  wel  telle  it  thee  /  to  morwe  day  3! 

And  caughto  the  kultour  /  by  the  colde  stele 

fliil  Bofto  /  out  at  the  dore  he  gan  to  st«lo 

And  wcnte  /  vn  to  tbe  Carpenteris  wal 

He  coghoth  first  /  and  knokketh  ther  with  al  3' 

Vp  on  the  wyndowe  /  right  as  he  dide  er 

IT  Thia  Alison  answerde  /  Who  is  ther  ? 

That  knokketh  so  /  I  warante  it  a  theef 

T  Why  nay  quod  he  /  god  woot  my  sweete  leof  3' 

I  am  thyn  Abaolon  /  my  deerelyngi 

Of  gold  quod  he  /  I  haue  thee  broght  a  ryng' 

My  mooder  yaf  it  me  /  so  god  me  saue 

ffiil  fyn  it  is  /  and  ther-to  wel  ygroue  3! 
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^H          Thia  wol  I  yeue  thee  /  if  thou  me  kiaae 

^H           IT  Thifl  Nicholas  /  was  risen  for  to  pisae 

^^M           And  thoughts  /  he  wolde  omendea  al  tlie  lape 

[i-ri6) 

^^K           He  eholde  Idsso  his  [era]  er  that  he  scapo 

3800 

^^H          And  vp  the  wyiidowe  /  dide  he  hastily 

^H          And  out  Ilia  ere  /  he  putteth  pryuely 

^H          Ouer  the  buttok  /  to  the  haunche  bou 

^^1          And  ther  with  /  spak  this  clerk'  this  Absolon 

3804 

^^1          Spek  sweete  br)'d  /  I  noot  iiat  where  thou  arf 

^H          f  ThU  Nicholas  /  anon  leet  fie  a  tart/ 

^^H          As  gieef  as  it  liud  been  a  tboodcr  dent 

^^H          That  with  the  strook*  he  was  ahnoost  yblent 

3S08 

^^H          And  he  was  ledy  /  with  his  Iron  hoot- 

^^H 

^^M          And  Nicholas  /  amydde  ere  he  8moot> 

^^^1 

^^P          IT  Of  gooth  the  skyn  /  an  hande  btede  alwute 

^^^1 

^^B           The  hoote  kultoui  /  brende  so  his  toute 

3812 

^^B          And  for  the  emorf  he  wende  for  to  dye 

^H           As  he  were  wood  /  for  wo  he  gan  to  orye 

^H          Help  /  water  /  water  /  help  for  goddoa  lierte 

^^^          IT  This  Carpenter  /  out  of  hia  alomber  stertfl 

38ie 

^^H          And  harde  oon  crien  water  /  as  he  were  wood 

^^M         And  thoughte  /  Alias  /  now  comth  Nowelis  flood 

^^M         He  ait  hym  vp  /  with-outen  wordea  mo 

^^H         And  with  hia  Ax  /  he  smoot  the  aorde  atwo 

3820 

^^M         And  doun  gooth  al  /  he  foond  neither  to  Belle 

^H         Ne  breed  ne  Ale  /  til  he  cam  to  the  CeUe 

^^H         Yp  on  the  floor  /  and  ther  aswowne  he  lay 

^H         n  Vp  stirte  hire  /  Alison  and  NLcholay 

3824 

^^M         And  criden  /  out-  and  Iwrrow  in  the  strete 

^^H          The  neighebores  /  bothe  amale  and  grete 

^^H          In  ronnen  /  for  to  gauren  on  this  man 

^^H          That  yet  aawowne  he  lay  /  bothe  pale  and  wan 

3826            1 

^^1          flbr  with  the  fol  /  be  brosten  haddo  hia  Arm 

^^^H 

^^H          But  etonde  be  moste  /  vn  to  hia  owene  harm 

^^^^1 

^^m         ffoi  whan  he  apak  /  he  was  anon  bora  doun 

^^^H 

^^1          With  hende  Nicholas  /  and  Ali^un 

3832                        ■ 

1. 
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They  tolden  eueij  man  /  that  he  was  wood 

He  was  agast  so  /  of  Kowelis  flood 

Thuigh  fantasie  /  that  of  his  vanytee 

He  hadde  yboght  hym  /  knedyng  tubbes  thie  3836 

And  hadde  hem  hanged  /  in  the  roue  aboue 

And  fat  he  preyde  hem  /  for  goddes  lone 

To  sitten  in  the  roof  /  par  compaignye 

IF  The  folk  gan  laughen  /  at  his  fantasye  3840 

In  to  the  roof  /  they  kiken  and  they  cape 

And  turned  al  his  harm  /  vn  to  a  lape 

ffor  /  what  so  /  fat  this  Carpenter  answerde 

It  was  for  noght*  no  man  his  reson  herde  3844 

With  othes  grete  /  he  was  so  sworn  adoun 

That  he  was  holde  wood  in  al  the  toun 

ffor  euery  clerk  /  anonright  /  heeld  with  oother   Omt  46^  bMk] 

They  seyde  /  the  man  was  wood  /  my  leene  bzoother  3848 

And  euery  wight  /  gan  laughen  of  this  stryf/ 

Thus  /  swyued  was  /  this  Carpenteris  wyf/ 

ffor  al  his  kepyng<  and  his  lalousye 

And  Absolon  /  hath  kisf  hir  nether  eye  3852 

And  Nicholas  /  is  scalded  in  the  towte 

This  tale  is  doon  /  and  god  saue  al  the  lowte 

IT  Heere  endeth  the  Millere  his  tale 

[Slighi  break  in  the  M8.] 
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IT  The  prologe  /  of  the  Rcuea  tale 

WHAN  folk  liadJe  laugheii  /  at  this  nyoe  caa 
Of  Absolon  /  and  hundo  Nicholas 
I'iuerao  fulls  /  diuersely  they  Beydo 
Buf  fur  tha  moore  part*  they  loughe  and  ph 
Ne  at  this  tolu  /  I  saugh  no  man  hym  greua 
But  it  were  oonly  /  OsowoU  the  Eouo 
By-cause  /  lie  was  /  of  CarpenteriB  crafP 
A  Utel  Ire  /  in  Ilia  herte  ylafP 
He  gan  to  grucche  /  and  blamed  it  a  lite 
IT  So  theek  /  quod  he  /  f ul  wel  koude  I  yow  quite 
"With  bleryng"  of  a  proud  Milleree  eyo 
If  that  me  liate  /  apeke  of  ribaudye 
But  ik  am  oolJ  /  me  list  no  pley  for  Age 
GtaB  tyme  ia  doon  /  my  fodder  ia  uow  forage 
This  white  tope  /  writeth  myne  olde  yeria 
Hyn  herte  ia  mowletl  alao  as  myne  heria 
But  if  I  fare  /  as  dooth  an  Openeia 
%  That  ilke  fruyt  /  ia  euer  leng  the  irera 
Til  it  be  rotcn  /  in  Mullok-  or  in  atiee 
We  oldo  men  /  I  dreda  ao  fare  wo 
Til  we  be  rotcn  /  kan  we  nat  be  rype 
We  hoppen  ay  /  whil  that  the  world  wol  pype 
ffor  in  our«  wyl  /  ther  atikoth  euw*  a  nayl 
To  haue  an  boor  heed  /  and  a  grene  tajl 
As  hath  a  leek  /  for  thogh  oure  myght  be  goon 
Oure  wyl  /  desireth  folie  enera  in  oon 
ffor  whan  we  may  nat  doon  /  than  wol  we  epeke 
Yet  in  oure  Asshen  ohte  /  ia  fyr  yreke 
%  ffoure  gloedes  han  we  /  whiche  I  shal  denyae 
Avanntyng"  liyng*  Anger  /  Coneitiae 
Thise  foure  sparkles  /  longen  vn  to  eelde 
Onre  olde  lemes  /  mowe  wel  been  vnweelda 
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But  wyl  ne  alial  nat  faiilen  /  that  is  sooth 
And  yet"  Uc  haue  Eilwey  a  Coltos  tooth 
As  mauy  a  yeer  /  us  it  ia  paased  henne 
Sjn  that  my  tappe  of  hf  /  bigan  to  renno 
ffor  sikerly  /  wlian  I  was  bore  /  anon 
Douth  drough  the  tajjpo  of  lyf  /  and  leef  it  gon 
And  euer  sitha  /  hath  bo  the  tappe  yronne 
Til  that  ahuoost^  al  empty  is  the  tonne 
The  atreem  of  lyf  /  now  droppeth  on  the  chymbe 
The  8oly  tongo  /  may  wel  rynge  and  chymhe 
Of  wrecchednesse  /  that  passed  ia  ful  yoore 
With  olde  folk"  saue  dotage  ia  namooro 
TXThan  that  oure  hoost  /  hadde  herd  this  aermonyr 
'  '    He  gau  to  speke  /  aa  lordly  as  a  kyng" 
He  aeide  /  what  amountcth  al  this  mV 
Whaf  shul  we  speke  aiday  of  hoojy  wriP 
The  deuel  /  made  a  K*ue  for  to  proche 
And  of  a  Soutere  /  Shipman  or  a  leche 
Sey  forth  thy  tale  /  and  tarie  nat  the  tyme 
Lo  Depeford  /  and  it  is  half  woy  prymo 
Lo  Grenowych  /  ther  many  a  shrewe  ia  Inns 
It  were  al  tyme  /  thy  tale  to  bigynne 
"VTOw  sires  /  quod  thia  Osewold  the  Eeue 
■L'    I  pray  yow  alle  /  that  ye  nat  yow  greue 
Thogh  I  answere  /  and  somdeel  sette  hia  howue 
ffor  leueful  ia  /  irith  force  ff  force  of  ahowue    T  »im  rt 
IT  Thia  dronke  Millers  hath  ytoold  vs  heer 
How  that"  bigyled  was  a  Carpenteer 
Perauenture  in  acorn  /  for  I  am  oon 
And  by  yotiro  leue  /  I  shal  him  quite  anoon 
Right  in  his  cherlea  termes  wol  I  speke 
I  pray  to  god  /  his  nekke  mote  breke 
He  kan  wel  /  in  myn  eye  seen  a  atalke 
Bat  in  hia  owene  /  he  kan  nat  seen  a  balke 
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^^f          ^  Heere  bigynneth  the  Reaes  talo 

■ 

/I   Ther  gooth  a  brook  /  and  oaer  that  a  brigge 

^^^H 

l\  Vp  on  the  which[e]  brook  /  ther  ataut  a  MeUe                               ^ 

i  AAud  this  is  verray  sooth  /  fat  I  yow  telle 

lira'           ■ 

A  Millcre  /  was  ther  dwellynge  many  a  day 

3925                    ■ 

^^L             Aa  eny  pocok*  he  was  proud  and  gny 

1 

^^m             Pipeu  he  koude  and  fiitehe  /  and  nettes  beot« 

1 

^^1             And  turue  coppca  /  and  wel  wraatle  and  sheeto 

392»                        1 

^^1             And  by  his  belt*  ho  baor  a  long  panade 

1 

^^M            And  of  a  swerd  /  ful  trenchant  was  the  blade 

1 

^^M            A  ioly  poppere  /  baai  ho  in  hia  pouche                  [iH(ta.ti«ij                         1 

^^M            Ther  was  no  man  /  for  peril  j  dorste  liym  touche 

31)3;i 

^H            A  Sheffcld  thwitel  /  baar  he  in  his  lioBe 

^^M            Rouad  was  hia  face  /  and  camuso  naa  his  nose 

^M            As  piled  as  an  Ape  /  was  hia  akulle 

^M            He  was  a  Maikef  betern  atta  fulle 

3a:!6 

^^H            Ther  derate  no  wight  /  iumd  vp  on  bym  logge 

^H           That  he  ne  awoor  /  he  sholdo  anon  abeggo 

^H           A  theef  he  was  /  of  com  and  eok  of  Male 

^H           And  that  a  aly  /  and  vsaunt  for  to  stele 

3940 

^^M           His  name  was  hoote  /  deynoas  Symkyn 

^^1           A  wyf  he  hadde  /  yeomen  of  noble  kyn 

^H           The  pemm  of  the  toon  /  hir  fader  was 

^^M           With  hire  he  yaf  /  ful  many  a  panne  of  bras 

3944 

^H           ffor  that  Symhyn  /  aholde  in  his  blood  allye 

^^^1         She  waa  yfostred  in  a  Nonneiye 

^^H         ffor  Symkyn  /  wolde  no  wyf  /  as  he  aayde 

^^H        Bat  if  she  were  /  wel  ynoriaaed  and  a  mayde 

3948             ^^ 

^^H        To  aauen  his  eetaat  of  yomanrye 

^^^1 

^^^1        And  she  was  proud  /  and  peerf  as  ia  a  pye 

^^^H 

^^^K        A  ful  fair  ai^te  /  was  it  vp  on  hem  two 

^^^H 

^^^1        On  baly  dayea  /  bifom  hire  wolde  he  go 

S9!>2                      V 
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^ 
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"With  hia  typet  /  [yjbounde  about  his  huoJ 

And  ahe  cam  after  /  in  a  gyt^  of  reed 

And  Symkyn  /  haiide  hosen  of  the  same 

Ther  dorste  no  wigSt  /  clepen  liire  but  dame  S 

Waa  noon  ao  hardy  j  that  wente  by  the  weye 

That  with  hire  /  dorate  rage  /  or  ones  pleye 

But  if  /  he  woldo  be  alayn  of  Symiyu 

With  panade  /  or  with  knjf  /  or  boidekyn  3 

ffor  lalouB  folk  /  ben  perilous  eneremo 

Algate  /  they  wolde  hire  wyuea  wenden  so 

And  eek  /  for  ahe  was  somdel  smoterlicli 

She  was  as  digue  /  aa  water  in  a  dicB  3 

A§  ful  of  hoker  /  and  of  biamare 

Hir  thoughte  /  ^at  a  lady  sholde  hire  spare 

What  for  hire  kynrede  /  and  hir  nortelrie 

That  aha  hadde  lerned  in  the  Nonnerie  3 

IT  A  doghter  hadde  they  bitwise  hem  two 

Of  twenty  yeer  /  with-outen  any  mo 

Sauynge  a  child  /  (lat  was  of  half  yeer  age 

In  Cradel  it  lay  /  and  was  a  pTOpre  page  3 

This  wonche  thikke  /  and  wel  ygrowcn  was 

With  kamuae  nose  /  and  eyen  greye  as  glas 

Bnttokes  brode  /  and  brestea  lounde  and  hye 

But  right  fair  waa  hire  heer  /  I  wol  nat  lye  3 

%  This  person  of  the  tonn  /  for  she  waa  feir 

In  purpoB  was  /  to  makon  hire  his  hair 

Bothe  of  his  catel  /  and  his  Mesuage  iia 

And  strannge  /  he  made  it  of  hir  mariage  3' 

Hie  purpos  was  /  for  to  biatowe  hire  hye 

In  to  som  worthy  blood  of  Auncetiye 

ffor  hooly  chirches  good  /  moot  been  dcspended 

On  hooly  chirches  blood  /  that  is  descended  31 

Therfore  /  he  wolde  his  hooly  blood  honoure 

Though  /  thaf  he  hooly  chirche  aholde  devoure 

Cini  sokene  /  hath  this  Millere  /  out  of  doute 

'J  With  whete  and  Malf  of  al  the  land  aboute  3! 
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And  nameliche  /  ther  was  a  gr^et  ColIegg<> 

Wen  clepen  the  Soler  Iialle  at  Cant«bregge 

Ther  was  hit  whete  /  and  eek  hir  malt  ygroande 

And  on  a  day  /  it  happed  in  a  etounde 

Sik  lay  the  Maunciplo  /  on  a  maladye 

Men  wenden  wialy  /  that  he  aholde  dye 

ffor  which  /  this  Mill  ere  /  stal  bothe  mele  and  com 

An  hondred  tyme  /  moore  than  bifom 

ffor  ther  bifom  /  he  stal  but  eurtcialy 

But  now  /  he  was  a  thoef  outrageously 

ffor  which  /  the  wardeyn  chidde  and  made  faiv 

But  ther  of  /  sette  the  Millere  nat  a  tare 

He  craketh  boost  /  and  Bwoor  it  was  nat  so 

IT  Thanne  were  ther  /  yonge  ponre  clerkes  two 

That  dwelten  in  this  halle  /  of  which  I  seye 

Teetif  they  were  /  and  luaty  for  to  pleya 

And  oonly  /  for  hir«  myithe  and  reueryo 

Vp  on  the  wardeyn  /  bisily  they  crye 

To  yeue  hem  leue  /  but  a  litel  stounde 

To  goon  to  Mille  /  and  eeon  hir  com  ygrounde 

And  hardily  /  they  dorste  leye  hir  nekke 

The  Millere  shold  nat  st«Ie  hem  /  half  a  pekke 

Of  com  by  sleighte  /  ne  by  force  hem  tvue 

And  at  the  laste  /  the  wardeyn  yaf  hem  leue 

loBO  highte  that  oon  /  and  Aleyn  heot  that  oothoi 

Of  o  toun  were  they  bom  /  that  highte  Strother 

ffer  in  the  North  /  I  kan  nat  telle  where 

Y  This  Al^yn  /  mnketh  redy  al  hia  gere 

And  on  an  hors  /  the  sak*  he  caate  anon 

fforth  goth  Aleyn  the  clerk  /  and  alao  ToBa 

With  good  swerri  /  and  bokeler  by  hir  side 

lotlfl  knew  the  wey  /  ham  nedod  no  gydo 

And  at  the  Mille  /  the  aak  adoun  he  layth 

Aleyn  spak  first  /  al  hayl  Sj'monif  yfayth 

Hou  farM  thy  fairo  doghl«r  /  and  thy  wyf 

^  Aleyn  welcome  quotl  Symkyn  /  by  my  lyf 
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And  lohn  also  /  how  now  /  what  do  ye  hecr 

IT  Symon^J  quod  lotln  /  by  god  nede  has  na  peer 

Hym  boea  scrue  hym  seine  /  that  has  na  swayn    [lur  <;, 

Or  elles  /  he  ia  a  fool  /  as  clerkes  sayii  4 

Oure  Manciple  /  I  hope  /  he  wil  be  deed 

Swa  werkea  ay  /  the  wanges  in  his  heed 

And  forthy  /  i§  I  come  /  and  eek  Alayn 

To  gryndc  oure  com  /  and  carle  it  ham  agnyn  4 

I  pray  yow  /  apede  vb  hoythea  that  ye  may 

IT  It  ahal  be  doon  /  qaod  Symkyn  by  my  fay 

"What  wol  ye  doon  /  whil  that  it  is  in  hande 

H  By  God  /  tight  by  the  hopur  wil  I  stando  4 

Quod  Io£n  /  and  se  /  how  that  the  com  gas  In 

Yet  aaugB  I  neutfre  /  by  my  fader  kyn 

How  that  the  hopur  /  wagges  til  and  £ra 

V  Aleyn  anawerde  /  lohfl  wiltow  awa  4 

Thanne  wil  I  be  hynethe  /  by  my  croun 

And  se  /  how  ^t  the  Mele  fallee  doun 

In  to  the  trough  /  that  sal  be  my  disport* 

ffor  lohfi  yfaith  /  I  may  been  of  youre  aorf  4 

I  ia  /  as  ille  a  Millera  /  as  are  ye 

IT  This  Millers  /  amyled  of  hir  nyoetee 

And  thoghte  /  al  this  nya  doon  /  but  for  a  wyle 

They  wene  /  fiit  no  man  may  hem  higile  4 

But  by  my  thrift  /  yet  ahal  I  blore  hir  eye 

ffor  al  the  aleiglite  /  in  hir  Philosophye 

The  moore  queynte  crekea  /  that  they  make 

The  moore  wol  I  stele  /  whan  I  take  i 

In  stide  of  flour  /  yet  wol  I  yeue  hem  bren 

The  gretteate  clerk  ea  /  been  nogRt  wisest  men 

As  whilom  to  the  wolf  /  thus  spak  the  Mare 

Of  al  liir  Arf  [ne]  count*  I  noghf  a  tare  i 

IT  Out  at  the  dore  /ho  gooth  ful  pryuely 

Whan  fat  ha  saug&  /  hia  tyme  softely 

He  looketh  vp  and  doun  /  til  he  hath  founde 

The  clerkes  hora  /  ther  as  it  atood  ybounde  4 
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^B          Bihynde  the  Mille  /  vnder  a  lefsel 

^^H          And  to  the  hors  /  he  goth  hj-m  faire  and  wel 

^^M          He  strcpelh  of  the  bryd^l  /  rig&t  anon 

^^H         And  whan  the  hors  wns  laiia  /  he  gynnuth  gon 

nm 

^^H         Toward  the  fen  /  ther  wildo  Mares  renne 

^^H         ffurth  with  wehee  /  thurgh  thikke  and  thiirgh  thenn 

^^H         V  This  MUlere  gooth  agayn  /  no  word  he  seyde 

^^H          But  dooth  Ilia  not«  /  and  with  the  ulerkes  pleyde 

4068 

^^H          Til  that  hir  corn  /  was  fairs  and  wcut  jgroundo 

^V          And  whan  the  Mole  /  is  aakkud  and  ybounde 

^^M            This  loBfl  goth  ouf  and  fynt  his  hors  away 

^^M           And  gan  to  crie  /  harrow  aud  weylaway 

■1072 

^^M           Oure  hors  is  lorn  /  Alayn  for  goddes  banes 

^B            Stepe  on  thy  feef  com  out  man  al  atanea 

^^H           Alias  /  our  wardeyn  /  has  his  palfrey  lorn 

rww] 

^m            This  Aleyn  ol  forgaf  /  bothc  M»le  and  com 

4076 

^^1            Al  was  out  of  his  ntyndo  /  hie  housbondrio 

^H            What  whillc  way  is  he  geen  /  he  gan  to  crie 

^^H            fl  The  wyf  cam  lepynge  Inward  with  a  ren 

^^M           She  seyde  alios  /  youre  hors  goth  to  the  fen 

4080 

^^M           With  wilde  mares  /  m  taste  as  ho  may  go 

^^M            Vnthank  come  on  liis  hand  /  that  boond  hym  ao 

^H            And  he  fat  bettre  /  sholde  han  knyt  the  reyne 

^^M            V  Alios  quod  Aleyn  /  for  cristca  poyno 

1084 

^^1            Lay  doun  thy  ewerd  /  and  I  wil  myn  alswa 

^H            I  is  ful  wight  god  waaf  as  is  a  raa 

^^B           By  god[de3]  herte  /  he  sol  nat  scape  vb  bathe 

^1           Why  nadstow  pif  the  Capul  in  the  lathe 

4088 

^H            nhayl  /  by  god  Aleyn  /  thou  la  a  fonne 

^H           4  This  aely  cletkes  /  han  fnl  faste  yronne 

^H           To-wanI  the  fen  /  bnthe  Aleyn  and  eek  lohfl 

^^^          H  And  whan  the  Millere  /  saugfe  fat  they  were  gon 

4092 

^H         He  half  a  husstiel  /  of  hii  flour  hath  take 

^^^H 

^^m         And  bad  bis  wyf  /  go  knede  it  in  [a]  cake 

^^^H 

^^P         He  seyde  /  I  trowe  the  clcrkes  were  afeni 

^^^H 

^^M         Tet  kan  a  Millers  /  make  a  rlerkea  hej'f 

4096                    H 
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ffor  al  his  Art*  now  lat  hem  goon  hir  weye 
Lo  wher  they  goon  /  ye  lat  the  children  plcye 
They  gete  hym  nat  so  lightly  /  by  my  cioon 
%  Thise  sely  clerkes  /  lennen  yp  and  doun  4100 

With  keepa  /  keepe  /  stand  /  stand  /  lossa  wardeieie 
Ga  whistle  thou  /  and  I  shal  kepe  hym  heeie 
But*  shortly  /  til  that  it  was  verray  nyght* 
They  koude  nat  /  though  they  do  al  hir  myghf  4104 

Hir  capul  cacche  /  he  ran  alwey  so  faste 
Til  in  a  dych  /  they  caughte  hym  atte  laste 
TTTeiy  and  weef  as  beest  is  in  the  reyn 
^ '    Comth  sely  lohfl  /  and  wtt^  him  comth  Aleyn    4108 
Alias  quod  lohn  /  the  day  that  I  was  bom 
Kow  are  we  dryue  /  til  hethyng^  and  til  scorn 
Oure  com  is  stoln  /  me  wil  vs  fooles  calle 
Bathe  the  wardeyn  /  and  oure  felawes  alle  4112 

And  namely  /  the  Millers  weylaway 
^  Thus  pleyneth  lohn  /  as  he  gooth  by  the  way 
Toward  the  Mille  /  and  bayard  in  his  bond 
The  Millers  /  sittynge  /  by  the  fyr  he  fond  4116 

ffor  it  was  nyght*  and  forther  myghte  they  noghf 
But  for  the  loue  of  god  /  they  hym  bisoghf 
Of  herberwe  and  of  ese  /  as  for  hir  peny 
%  The  Millere  seyde  agayn  /  if  ther  be  eny  4120 

Swich  as  it  is  /  yet  shal  ye  haue  youre  part/ 
Myn  hous  is  streif  but  ye  ban  lemed  Art* 
Te  konne  by  Argumentz  /  make  a  place  [iMf  48.  back] 

A  myle  brood  /  of  twenty  foot  of  space  4124 

Lat  se  now  /  if  this  place  may  suffise 
Or  make  it  rowm  with  speche  /  as  in  youre  gise 
VrOw  Symond  /  seyde  lohn  /  by  seint  Cutberd 
•^^  Ay  is  thou  myrie  /  and  this  is  faire  answerd  4128 

I  haue  herd  seyd  /  man  sal  taa  /  of  twa  thynges 
Slyk  as  he  fyndes  /  or  taa  slyk  as  he  brynges 
But  specially  /  I  pray  thee  boost  deere 
Get  vs  som  mete  and  drynke  /  and  make  vs  cheere      4132 
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And  we  wil  payen  /  izewely  atte  fulle 

With  empty  hand  /  men  may  none  haukes  tulle 

Loo  heere  our  siluer  /  ledy  for  to  epende 

IT  This  Millere  /  in  to  toun  hb  doghter  sende  4136 

ffor  Ale  and  breed  /  and  rosted  hem  a  gooa 

And  boond  hire  hors  /  it  sholde  nat  goon  loos 

And  in  his  owene  chambre  /  hem  made  a  bed 

With  sheetes  and  with  chalons  /  faire  yspred  4140 

Noght*  from  his  owene  bed  /  ten  foot  /  or  twelue 

His  doghter  hadde  a  bed  /  al  by  hir  selue 

Eight  in  the  same  chambre  /  by  and  by 

It  myghte  be  no  bet*  and  cause  why  f  4144 

Ther  was  no  rommer  herberwe  in  the  place 

They  soupen  /  and  they  speke  hem  to  solace 

And  drynke  euere  /  strong  ale  atte  beste 

Aboute  mydnyght*  wente  they  to  reste  4148 

V  Wei  hath  this  Millere  vemysshed  his  heed 
Sal  pale  he  was  for-dronken  /  and  nat  reed 
He  yexeth  /  and  he  speketh  /  tlmrgh  the  nose 

As  he  were  /  on  the  quakke  /  or  on  the  pose  4152 

To  bedde  he  goth  /  and  with  hym  goth  his  w^'f 

As  any  lay  /  she  light  was  and  lolyf 

So  was  hir  ioly  whistle  wel  y-wet 

The  Cradel  /  at  hir  beddes  feet  Ib  set  4156 

To  rokken  /  and  to  yeue  the  child  to  sowke 

And  whan  fat  dronken  /  al  was  in  the  crowke 

To  bedde  /  went  the  doghter  right  anon 

To  bedde  wente  Aleyn  /  and  also  lohft  4160 

Ther  nas  na  moore  /  hem  neded  no  dwale 

This  Millers  /  hath  so  wisely  bibbe<l  Ale 

That  as  an  hors  /  he  snorteth  in  his  sleeps 

Ne  of  his  tayl  bihynde  /  he  took  no  keep0  4164 

His  wyf  bar  him  a  buidon  a  ful  strong* 

Men  myghte  liir  rowtyng  heere  two  furlong* 

The  wenche  rowteth  eek  /  par  compaignye 

V  Aleyn  the  cleik  /  that  herd  this  melodve  4 1 08 
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He  poked  loliil  /  and  sejde  slepestow 

Herdtow  euere  sljk  /  a  sang  er  nonv 

Lo  whilk  a  coT^lyng*  is  ymel  hem  alle  Hmt  49] 

A  wilde  fyr  /  vp  on  thair  bodjes  falle  4172 

Wha  herkned  euere  /  slyk  a  ferly  thyng* 

Te  they  sal  haue  /  the  flour  of  il  endyng< 

This  lange  nyght  /  ther  tydes  me  na  reste 

But  yet  nafois  /  al  sal  be  for  the  beste  4176 

ifor  lo^  seyde  he  /  als  eu^e  moot  I  tluyue 

If  J>at  I  may  /  yon  wenche  wil  I  swyue 

Som  esement*  has  lawe  yshapen  vs 

ffor  lohil  /  ther  is  a  lawe  /  that  says  thus  4180 

That  gif  a  man  /  in  a  poinf  be  ygreued 

That  in  another  /  he  sal  be  releued 

Oure  com  is  stoln  /  shortly  is  ne  nay 

And  we  han  had  /  an  il  fit  al  this  day  4184 

And  syn  I  sal  haue  neen  amendemenf 

Agayn  my  los  /  I  wil  haue  esemenf 

By  God  sale  /  it  sal  neen  other  bee 

IT  This  lohfi  answerde  /  Alayn  auyse  thee  4188 

The  Millere  /  is  a  perilous  man  he  seyde 

And  gif  that  he  /  out  of  his  sleeps  abreyde 

He  myghte  doon  vs  /  bathe  a  vileynye 

%  Aleyn  answerde  /  I  count  hym  nat  a  flye  4192 

And  vp  he  rist  /  and  by  the  wenche  he  crepte 

This  wenche  lay  vpriglite  /  and  faste  slepte 

Til  he  so  ny  was  /  er  she  myghte  espie 

That  it  had  been  /  to  late  for  to  crie  4196 

And  shortly  for  to  seyn  /  they  were  aton 

Now  pley  Aleyn  /  for  I  wol  speke  of  lohll 

rnhis  lohfi  lith  stille  /  a  furlong  wey  or  two 

-*■  And  to  hym  self  /  he  maketh  routhe  and  wo  4200 

Alias  quod  he  /  this  is  a  wikked  lape 

Now  may  I  seyn  /  that  I  is  but  an  Ape 

Yet  has  my  felawe  /  som  what  for  his  harm 

Ho  has  /  the  MiUeris  doghter  /  in  his  Arm  4204 
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^H            Ho  aiintred  hym  /  and  has  hia  nedes  aped 

I 

^^h          Aiid  I  lye  /  as  a  dnif  sek  /  in  mjr  bed 

1 

^^^B         And  when  tliia  lape  ia  iald  tmother  day 

1 

^^H          I  sal  been  halde  a  daf  a  cokenay 

4206                     J 

^^H          I  -wil  arise  /  and  auntte  it  by  my  faytfi 

^m 

^^H         Vnhardy  is  vnaeely  /  thus  men  sajt& 

^M 

^^H         And  Tp  he  rooa  /  and  softely  he  wente 

V 

^H^          To  to  the  cradol  /  and  in  his  hand  it  hente 

4212 

^H           And  baar  it  softs  /  vn  to  the  beddes  feof 

^^M            ^  Soone  after  this  /  the  wjf  hir  wwtyng  leoP 

^H            And  gan  awake  /  and  weuta  hits  out  to  pisse 

^^1            And  cam  agayn  /  and  gan  hir  cradel  mysse 

4216 

^H           And  groped  beer  and  tber  /  but  she  foond  noon 

^^M           Alias  qnod  she  /  I  hadde  almoost  mysgoon 

^H           I  hadde  almoost  goon  /  to  the  cletkes  bed             rw 

U.bldk) 

^^K          £y  benedicite  /  thanne  hadde  I  foule  y-sped 

4220 

^^H         And  forth  she  gootb  /  til  she  tlie  Ciadel  fond' 

^^M         She  gropeth  /  alwey  forther  with  hir  bon<} 

^H         And  foond  the  bed  /  and  thoghte  noght  but  good 

^H         By  cause  /  that  the  Cradel  by  it  stood 

4224 

^^H         And  nyate  wher  she  was  /  for  it  wss  derk" 

^^H         Bat  fairs  and  wel  /  she  creeps  In  to  the  cleik 

^^H         And  lith  ful  stille  /  and  wolde  ban  caught  a  sleeps 

^^M         With-Inne  a  while  /  this  lobn  the  clerk  vp  leep« 

122S 

^^H         And  on  this  goode  nyf  /  he  leith  on  soore 

^^^1 

^^H         So  myrie  a  fit*  hadde  she  nat  ful  yoore 

^^^H 

^^H         He  priketh  harde  and  soore  /  as  he  were  mad 

^^^H 

^B^         This  ioly  lyf  /  ban  tbise  two  clerkoa  lad 

4232 

^H           Til  thaV  the  thridde  cok<  /  bigan  to  synge 

^^B          H  Aleyn  wax  wery  /  in  the  dawenynge 

^^M         ffor  he  had  swonkeu  /  si  the  longe  nygllf 

^^H         And  seyde  /  fare  weel  Malyne  sweete  wight? 

423C 

^^H        The  day  ia  come  /  I  may  no  lengcr  byde 

^H        But  BUeremo  /  wher  so  I  go  /  or  ryde 

^^H        I  is  thyn  awen  clerk*  awa  baue  I  seel 

^^P        V  Now  deere  lemman  qnod  she  /  go  farewecl 

4210 
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^^H                  But  ei  thaw  go  /  o  thyng'  I  wol  tliee  t^llu 

1 

^^M                  Whan  that  thou  wendeaf  homward  by  the  Melle 

^^M                  RigEt  at  the  entree  /  of  the  dore  -bikynde 

^^H                  Thou  ehalt  a.  Cake  /  of  half  a  bushel  fynde 

42U 

^^H                  That  was  jniaked  /  of  thyn  owene  male 

^^H                  Which  that  I  heelpe  /  my  fader  for  to  Btele 

^^^^                 And  goode  1  em  man  /  god  thee  sauo  and  kepe 

^^^H                  And  with  that  word  /  ahuooat  she  gau  to  wepe 

4248 

^^^H                   1  leyn  vp  rist  /  and  thoughte  /  er  pat  it  dawe 
^^^B                  -^  I  wol  go  crepen  In  /  by  my  felawe 

^^^K                   And  fond  the  Cradel  /  with  his  hand  anon 

^^^1                   £y  God  thoughte  he  /  al  wrong  I  haue  myflgoii 

4252 

^^H                  Myn  heed  is  toty  /  of  my  awynk  to  nygfit 

^^H                  That  maketh  me  /  that  I  go  nat  aright 

^^^H                  I  woot  wel  by  the  Cradel  /  I  have  mysgo 

^^H                  Heere  lith  the  Miilere  /  and  bis  wyf  also 

4256 

^^^H                  And  forth  be  goth  /  a  twenty  deuel  way 

^^M                 Vn  to  the  bed  /  ther  as  Uie  AliUere  lay 

^^^H                  He  wtnde  have  cropen  /  by  his  felawe  lot\ii 

^^H                   And  by  the  Itlillere  In  he  creeps  anon 

4260 

^^^1                  And  caughte  hym  by  the  nekke  /  and  Bofte  he  Bpalc 

^^H                  He  Beyde  /  thou  lohs  /  thou  swynesheed  awak 

^^^1                  ffor  cristes  saule  /  and  hecr  a  noble  game 

^^H                  ffor  by  that  lord  /  that  called  le  Beint  lame 

4264 

^^H                  As  I  haue  thries  /  in  this  shorte  nyght/ 

^^^1                  Swyued  the  MiUerea  doghter  bolt  vpright' 

^^H                  Whil  thow  hasti  as  a  Coward  been  agaat 

n<i*fMi 

^^M                  f  To  false  harlof  qnod  the  Millers  haaf  s 

4268 

^^H                  A  false  traitour  /  false  clerk  /  quod  ho 

^^^1                  Thow  shalt  be  deed  /  by  goddea  dignitee 

^^^1                  Who  dorate  be  so  boold  /  to  disparage 

^^^P                   Uy  doghter  /  that  is  come  /  of  swich  lynage 

1272 

^^H                  And  by  the  throte  bolle  /  he  caughte  Alayn 

^^^H                  And  he  hento  hym  /  dcspitously  agayn 

^^^P                   And  on  the  nose  /  he  amoof  hym  with  his  fesf 

^^V                    Doun  ran  the  blody  atreem  /  vp  on  his  bresf 

4276 
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And  in  the  lloor  /  with  noee  and  mouth  to-broka 

They  walwe  /  as  doon  two  piggua  in  a  poke 

And  vp  they  goon  /  and  doim  agayn  anon 

Til  that  the  Millere  /  sporned  at  a  atoon  4280 

And  douii  he  lil  /  bakword  vp  on  hii  wyf/ 

That  wiat«  no  Ihyng  /  of  this  nyce  etryf/ 

ffor  she  was  falle  aelepe  a  lite  wight 

With  lotm  tho  clerk  /  that  ffiikud  htiddfl  al  nyght       4:284 

And  with  the  fal  /  out  of  Mr  aleepc  eho  breyde 

Help  huoly  croys  of  Bromholtn  /  she  seyde 

In  rnanue  tuBs  /  lord  to  thee  I  caila 

Awak  Symond  /  the  feend  is  on  rs  ialla  4368 

Myn  herte  is  broken  /  help  I  nam  but  dtwd 

Ther  lyth  oon  /  vp  on  my  wombo  /  and  on  myn  hood 

Eelpe  Sjmkyn  /  for  tho  false  cle.rkos  Hghte 

T  This  lohQ  Btirte  vp  /  as  soone  as  biier  he  myghto     4393 

And  gmspeth  by  the  walles  to  ttnd  fro 

To  fynde  a  staf  /  and  ahe  atirt«  vp  b1«o 

And  knewe  the  Eatrea  /  bet  than  dide  this  lohn 

And  by  the  wat  /  a  ataf  she  foond  anon  4398 

And  aaogh  /  a  litct  shymeryng  of  a  ligtlf 

ffor  at  an  hole  /  In  shoon  the  moono  briglll^ 

And  by  that  light'  she  aaugh  hem  bothe  two 

Bnt  ukerly  /  ahe  nyirte  /  who  was  who  4300 

But  as  ahe  aaugli  /  a  whit  thyng  in  hir  eye 

And  whan  ahe  gan  /  the  whit«  thyng  espye 

She  wende  the  clerk"  hodde  wered  a  volujwwr 

And  witfc  the  staf  /  she  drough  ny  n<*r  and  neer         4304 

And  wende  ban  hif  this  Aloyn  at  the  fuUe 

And  smoot  the  &Uller«  /  on  the  pylml  skuUe 

And  doun  he  gooth  /  and  cride  harrow  I  dye 

Tluae  detkee  beele  hym  weel  /  and  lete  hym  lye  4308 

And  gnythen  hem  /  and  tooke  hir  hon  anon 

And  eek  hire  mele  /  and  on  hir  wey  thoy  gon 

Anrl  at  the  Mille  /  yet  they  tonke  hir  cake 

Of  half  a  busahel  fioui  I  fol  wel  ybake  4313 
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rnhns  is  the  proude  MOlera  wel  ybete 

-*-  And  hath  ylost  /  the  giyndynge  of  the  whete 

And  payed  for  the  soper  euerideel  Dei^f  so,  uek] 

Of  Aleyn  and  of  lohn  /  fat  bette  hym  weel  4316 

His  wyf  is  swyued  /  and  his  doghter  als 

Lo  swich  it  is  /  a  Milleie  to  be  fiEds 

And  iheifoie  this  piou^be  /  is  seyd  M  sooth 

Hym  thar  nat  wene  wel  /  that  ynele  dooth  4320 

A  gyloor  /  shal  hym  seK  bigyled  be 

And  god  /  jKzt  sitteth  heighe  in  Tiinitee 

Sane  al  this  compaignye  /  giete  and  smale 

Thus  have  I  quyf  the  Millere  in  my  tale  4324 

IT  Heere  is  ended  the  Benes  tale 

[Slighi  break  in  the  M8.] 
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^B         IT  The  prologe  of  the  Cokes  Tale 

d 

rr^he  Cook  of  London  /  whil  that  the  Rene  Bpak                             ^ 

>    1    '  ffor  ioye  him  thoughte  /  he  clawed  him  on  the  bale                          | 

I       Ha .  ha .  quod  he  /  for  ciistes  paaaionl 

1 

J-     This  MUlere  /  hadde  a  shaxpfl  conclusion) 

1328                        1 

Vpon  hia  argument  /  of  herbergaga 

J 

^m            Wei  seyde  Salomon  /  in  his  Isngoge 

J 

^^M           Ne  brynge  nat  evciy  man  in-to  thyn  hous 

1 

^^H          ffbr  herberwynge  by  nyghta  is  perilous 

4332                       M 

^^H          Wei  oghte  »  man  /  auysed  foi  to  be 

^m 

^^1         Whom  that  he  bioghte  /  in-to  his  prynetee 

^1 

^^F         I  pray  to  god  /  bo  yeue  me  aorwe  and  care 

^H 

^^         If  euere  wtthe  /  I  highte  Hogge  of  Ware 

4336 

Herdo  I  a  MiUoie  /  bettre  yset  a  work 

1                    He  hadde  a  lape  of  maUco  in  the  derk 

^K           But  god  forbede  /  that  vo  etynte  heere 

^^M          And  therfore  /  if  yo  vonche-eauf  to  heere 

4d4U 

^H           A  tale  of  me  /  that  am  a  poure  man 

^H           I  wol  yow  telle  /  as  wel  sa  eaure  I  kan 

^M           A  litel  iape  /  that  filio  ouie  Cit«e 

4344 

^^B        Now  telle  on  Boger  /  hxike  that  it  be  good 

^^H        ffoT  many  a  poetee  /  hostow  laten  blood 

And  many  a  Iskke  of  Doaeie  hastow  eoold 

That  hath  been  /  twiea  hoof  and  twiea  cooM 

4348 

Of  many  a  pilgrym  /  hastow  criates  cnra 

flbr  of  thy  p«rcely  /  yet  they  lare  the  wore 

That  they  han  et«n  /  with  thy  stubbel  goos 

ffbr  in  thy  ahoppo  /  is  many  a  flje  loos 

4332 

^^^        Now  telle  on  /  gentil  Roger  by  thy  name 

^^B         But  yef  I  pray  thee  /  be  nat  wroth  for  game 

^^M        A  man  may  aeye  fol  sooth  /  in  g&me  and  pley 

i«fiil 

^^M         T  Thou  Kist  ful  sooth  /  qnod  Roger  by  my  fey 

43S6 

1 

M 
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But  sooth  pie;  qnaod  pley  /  as  the  flemysg  seith 
And  ther-fore  /  Herry  Baillj  /  by  thy  feith 
Be  tbon  iia[t]  wiooth  /  er  ve  departea  hear 
Thoogh  that  my  tale  /  he  of  an  Hostile^ 
Bnt  nathelees  /  I  wol  nat  telle  it  yif 
Bat  ei  we  parte  /  ywis  thoa  ahalt  be  quit/ 
And  ther  with  al  /  he  loogll  and  made  cbeeze 
And  aeyds  his  tale  /  as  ye  ahnl  after  heoro 
[Slight  bnak  in  ths  MS.} 
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IT  Heere  bigynneth  the  Cookes  tale 

APrentys  whilom  dwelled  /  in  oure  Citee 
And  of  a  craft<  of  vitailliers  was  hee 
GaOlard  he  was  /  as  Ooldfynch  in  the  shawe 
Broun  as  a  berye  /  a  propre  short  fel[a]we  4368 

With  lokkes  blake  /  ykempd  ful  fetisly 
Dauncen  he  koude  /  so  wel  and  iolily  ipaimt4MQ<(fth9Cfooia 

That  he  was  cleped  Perkyn  Eeueloor 
He  was  /  as  ful  of  lone  and  paramour  4372 

As  is  the  hyve  /  ful  of  hony  sweete 
Wel  was  the  wenche  /  with  hym  myghte  meete 
At  euery  bridale  /  wolde  he  synge  and  hoppe 
He  loved  bef  the  Taueme  than  the  shoppe  4376 

IF  ffor  /  whan  ther  /  any  ridyng  was  in  Chepe 
Out  of  the  shoppe  /  thider  wolde  he  lepe 
Til  that  he  hadde  /  al  the  sighte  yseyn 
And  daunced  wel  /  he  wolde  nat  come  ayeyn  4380 

And  gadered  hym  /  a  meynee  of  his  sort* 
To  hoppe  and  synge  /  and  maken  swich  disporf 
And  ther  /  they  setten  steuene  for  to  meete 
To  pleyen  /  at  the  dys  in  swich  a  streete  4384 

ffor  in  the  toun  /  nas  ther  no  prentys 
That  fedrer  koude  caste  /  a  paire  of  dys 
Than  Perkyn  koude  /  and  ther-to  he  was  fi'ee 
Of  his  dispense  /  in  place  of  pryuetee  4388 

That  fond  his  maister  wel  in  his  chaffare 
ffor  often  tyme  /  he  foond  his  box  ful  bare 
ffor  sikerly  /  a  prentys  Reuelour 

That  haunteth  dys  /  Kiot*  or  paramour  4392 

Hia  maister  /  shal  it  in  his  shoppe  abye 
Al  haue  he  /  no  part*  of  the  Mynstralcye 
ffor  thefte  and  Riot*,  they  been  conue?iiible 
Al  konne  he  pleye  on  gyterne  /  or  Ribible  4396 
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Beuel  and  tiouthe  /  as  in  a  lowe  degree  Pmt  5i,  back] 

They  been  ful  wrothe  al  day  /  as  men  may  see 

IF  This  ioly  prentys  /  with  his  maister  hood 

Til  he  weie  ny  /  out  of  his  prentishood  4400 

Al  weie  he  snybhed  /  bothe  erly  and  late 

And  somtyme  /  lad  with  reuel  to  l^ewegate 

But  atte  laste  /  his  maister  hym  bithoghte 

Vp  on  a  day  /  whan  he  his  papir  soghte  4404 

Of  a  prou^be  /  that  seith  this  same  word 

Wei  bet  is  roten  Appul  /  out  of  hoord 

Than  fat  /  it  rotie  al  the  remenaunf 

IT  So  fjEureth  it*  by  a  riotous  seruaurif  4408 

It  is  wel  lasse  harm  /  to  lete  hym  pace 

Than  he  shende  /  alle  the  seruantz  in  the  place 

Theifore  /  his  maister  /  yaf  hym  Acquitance 

And  bad  hym  go  /  with  sorwe  and  with  meschance    4412 

And  thus  this  ioly  prentys  /  hadde  his  leue 

Kow  lat  hym  riote  al  the  nyght  /  or  leue 

And  for  ther  is  no  theef  /  with-oute  a  lowke 

That  helpeth  hym  /  to  wasten  and  to  sowke  4416 

Of  that  he  brybe  kan  /  or  borwe  may 

Anon  he  sente  his  bed  /  and  his  array 

Yn  to  a  compier  /  of  his  owene  [sort^]  i^  later  hand] 

That  louede  dys  /  and  Eeuel  and  disport*  4420 

And  hadde  a  wyf  /  that  heeld  for  contenance 

A  shoppe  /  and  swyued  for  hir  sustenance 

[22  lines  ^  1  Uaf  of  the  MS  blank,] 
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[NOTICE— Inasmuch  jls,  after  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale, 
the  order  of  the  Tales  in  t«e  Ellesmere  MS  differs  from  the 
right  order  of  the  Tales  on  which  the  Six-Text  is  to  be 
arranged,  the  further  issiUB  of  the  separate  EUesmere  Paris 
is  suspended  till  all  the  (Tales  before  the  ShipmavLS  in  the 
Ellesmere  MS  have  been  issued  in  the  Six^Text,  Then 
the  proper  pagings  of  thfe  separate  Ellesmere  sheets  can  be 
ascertained,  and  a  largej  Part  will  be  issued,  bringing  the 
separate  issue  abreast  of.  the  Six-Text.  See  the  following 
scheme ; — 


Six 'Text 


rett  of 
Chnmp  B 


SHIPMAN 
Prioreu 
Thopat 
Melibeus 
Monk 
^  Nun't  Pruit 


^  f,{  Doctor 

(^royp   C  I  p^^^^^ 

(  Wife  of  Bath 
Group  D  <  Friar 

(  Summoner 

^  «.  S  Second  Nun 

Group  O  I  ^^^.^  Yeoman 

Group  H     Manciple 
Gnrnp    I     Par$an 

1  January,  1871. 
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i  W\fe  qf  Bath 
Group  D  <  Friar 

(  Summoner 


rest  iff 
Group  B 


SHIPMAN 
Prioresi 
Thopat 
Melibeus 
Monk 
^  Nun's  Priest 


Group  O  I  ^,^.^  Yeoman 
Group  H    Manciple 
Group    I     Parson    ] 
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GROUP  B.  («•  FRAGMENT  ID 

§  1.    MAN  OF  LAWS  HEAD-LINK. 

•RTX'Rfl'TRP.'R  Kg. 


IT  The  wordes  of  the  Hoost*  to  the  compaignye 

Ovie  hoost  saugh  wel  /  that  the  brighte  sonne 
The  ark*  of  his  artificial  day  hath  lonne 
The  ferthe  part*  and  half  an  home  and  moore 
And  though  /  he  were  naf  depe  ystert  in  loore    4 
He  wisto  /  it  was  the  eighte  and  twentithe  day 
Of  ApriH  /  that  is  messager  to  May 
And  saugh  wel  /  that  the  shadwe  of  enery  tree 
Was  as  in  lengthe  /  the  same  quantitee  8 

That  was  the  body  erecf  that  caused  it 
And  ther  fore  /  by  the  shadwe  /  he  took  his  wit 
That  Phebus  /  which  fat  shoon  /  so  clere  and  brighte 
Degrees  /  was  fyue  and  fourty  clombe  on  higlite  12 

And  for  that  day  /  as  in  that  latitude 
It  was  ten  at  the  clokke  /  he  gan  conclude 
And  sodeynly  /  he  plighte  his  hors  aboute 
%  Lordynges  quod  he  /  I  wame  yow  al  this  route  16 

The  fourthe  party  of  this  day  is  gon 
Now  for  the  loue  of  god  /  and  of  Soint  lohn 
Loseth  no  tyme  /  as  ferforth  as  ye  may 
Lordynges  /  the  tymo  wastetb  nyght  and  day  20 

And  steleth  from  vs  /  what  pryucly  slepynge 
And  what  thurgh  necligcnce  /  in  oure  wakyngo 
As  dooth  the  streem  /  that  tumeth  ncu^re  agayn 
Descendynge  fro  the  montaigne  in  to  playn  24 

%  Wel  kan  Senec*  and  many  a  philoeophre 
Biwaillen  tyme  /  moore  than  gold  in  cofre 
ffor  losse  of  catel  /  may  recouered  be 
But  loese  of  tyme  /  shendeth  vs  quod  he  28 
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It  wol  nat  come  agayn  */  with  oaten  drede 

l^amoore  /  than  wole  Malkynes  maydenhede 

Whan  81)16  hath  lost  if  in  hir  wantownesse 

Lat  ns  naf  mowlen  thus  in  ydelnesse  32 

IT  Sire  man  of  lawe  quod  he  /  so  haue  ye  blis 

Telle  Ys  a  tale  anon  /  as  forward  is 

Te  been  submytted  /  thoigh  youre  free  assent* 

To  stonden  in  this  cas  /  at  my  luggement*  36 

Acquiteth  yow  now  /  of  youre  biheeste 

Thanne  haue  ye  do  youre  deuoir  atte  leeste 

%  Hoost  quod  he  /  depardieux  ich  assente 

To  breke  forward  /  is  nat  myn  entente  40 

Biheste  is  dette  /  and  I  wole  holde  fayn 

Al  my  biheste  /  I  kan  no  bettre  sa3rn 

ffor  swich  lawe  /  as  a  man  yeueth  another  wighf  LiMr5s,iMoki 

He  sholde  hym  seluen  /  vsen  it  by  right  44 

Thus  wole  oure  text*  but  nathelees  c«rteyn 

I  kan  right  now  /  no  thrifty  tale  se3rn 

That  Chaucer  /  thogh  he  kan  but  lewedly 

On  metres  /  and  on  rymyng  craftily  48 

Hath  seyd  hem  /  in  swich  englissh  /  as  he  kan 

Of  olde  tyme  /  as  knoweth  many  a  man 

And  if  he  haue  noght  seyd  hem  leue  brother 

In  o  book  /  he  hath  seyd  hem  in  another  52 

ffor  he  hath  toold  /  of  loueris  vp  and  doun  / 

Mo  than  Ouide  /  made  of  mencioun 

In  hise  epistles  /  that  been  fid  olde 

What  sholde  I  telle  hem  /  syn  they  ben  tolde  56 

%  In  youthe  /  he  made  /  of  Ceys  and  Alcione 

And  sitthe  /  hath  he  spoken  of  euerichone 

Thise  noble  wyues  /  and  thise  loueris  eke 

Who  so  that  wole  /  his  large  volume  seke  60 

Cleped  /  the  seintes  legende  of  Cupide 

Ther  may  he  seen  /  the  large  woundes  wyde 

Of  Lucresse  /  and  of  Babilan  Tesbee 

The  swerd  of  Dido  /  for  the  false  Enee  64 

ELLESMERE   130 


ORoup  B.  §  1.  MAN  OF  LAW'S  HEAD-LINK.  EUesiiiere  XS.  131 

The  troe  of  Phillis  /  for  hire  Deraophon 

The  pleinte  of  Diane  /  and  of  Hennyon) 

Of  Adriane  /  and  of  Isiphilee 

The  bareyne  yle  /  stondynge  in  the  see  68 

The  dreynte  Leandre  /  for  his  Erro 

The  teeris  of  Eleyne  /  and  tho  wo 

Of  Biizseyde  /  and  the  Ladomya 

The  cruel  tee  /  of  the  queene  Medea  72 

Thy  litel  children  /  hangyngo  by  the  hals 

ffor  thy  lason  /  that  was  in  lone  so  ftds 

0  Ypcrmystra  /  Penolopee  /  Alceste 

Youre  wifhede  /  he  comendeth  with  the  besie  76 

IF  But  certeinly  no  word  ne  writeth  he 

Of  thilke  wikke  ensample  of  Canacee 

That  loued  /  hir  owene  brother  synfuUy 

Of  swiche  cursed  stories  /  I  sey  fy  80 

Or  ellis  /  of  Tjro  AppoUonius 

How  that  the  cursed  kyng  /  Antiochus 

Birafte  his  doghter  /  of  hir  maydenhede 

That  is  /  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede  84 

Whan  he  hir  threw  /  vp  on  the  pauemenf 

And  therfore  he  /  of  ful  auysemenf 

Nolde  neuere  write  /  in  none  of  his  sermons 

Of  swiche  /  vnkynde  abhomynacions  88 

Ne  I  wol  noon  reherce  /  if  that  I  may 

IF  But  of  my  tale  /  how  shall  I  doon  this  day 

Me  were  looth  /  be  likned  doutelees  [i««f  m] 

To  Muses  /  that  men  clepo  Pierides  02 

Methamorphosios  /  woot  what  I  mene 

But  nathelees  /  I  recche  noght  a  bene 

Though  I  come  after  hym  /  with  hawebako 

1  speko  in  prose  /  and  lat  him  rymes  make  96 
And  with  that  word  /  he  with  a  sobre  cheere 

Bigan  his  tale  /  as  ye  shal  after  heere  98 
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V  The  prologe  of  the  mannes  tale  of  lawe 

0 hateful  hann  /  condicion  of  pouerte  99 

With  thursf  with  coold/  with  hunger  so  confoundid 
To  asken  help  /  thee  shameth  in  thyn  heite 
If  thou  noon  aske  /  so  sooie  artow  ywoundid  102 
That  yerray  nede  /  vnwiappeth  al  thy  wounde  hid 
Maugree  thyn  heed  /  thou  most  for  Indigence 
Or  stele  /  or  begge  /  or  borwe  thy  deepence  105 

Thow  blamest  crisf  and  seist  ful  bitteiiy 

He  mysdeparteth  /  richesse  temporal 

Thy  neighebore  /  thou  wytest  synfuUy 

And  seisf  thou  hast  to  lite  /  and  he  hath  al  109 

ParfiEiy  seistow  /  somtyme  he  rekene  shal 

Whan  that  his  tayl  /  shal  brennen  in  the  gleede 

£Ebr  he  noght  helpeth  /  needfulle  /  in  hir  neede  112 

^  Herke  /  what  is  the  sentence  of  the  wiBe 

Bet  is  to  dyen  /  than  haue  Indigence 

Thy  selue  neighebor  /  wol  thee  despise 

If  thou  be  poure  /  farwel  thy  reuerence  116 

Tef  of  the  wise  man  /  take  this  sentence 

Alle  dayes  of  poure  men  been  wikke 

Be  war  therfore  /  er  thou  come  to  that  pnkke  119 

If  thou  be  poure  /  thy  brother  hateth  thee 

And  alle  thy  freendes  /  fleen  from  thee  alias 

0  riche  marchauntz  /  ful  of  wele  been  yee 

O  noble  /  o  prudent  folk  /  as  in  this  cas  123 

Youre  bagges  /  been  nat  fild  with  ambes  as 

But  with  sys  cynk  /  that  renneth  for  youre  chaunce 

At  Cristemasse  /  myrie  may  ye  daunce  126 
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Ye  seken  lond  and  see  /  for  yowre  wynnyngee    [iMf  54»taek] 

As^wise  folk*  ye  knowen  all  thestaaf 

Of  legnes  /  ye  been  fadres  of  tidjrnges 

And  tales  /  bothe  of  pees  /  and  of  debaaf  130 

I  were  right  now  /  of  tales  desolaaf 

Nere  that  a  Marchant*  goon  is  many  a  yeere 

Me  tanghte  a  tale  /  which  that  ye  shal  heere  133 


At  there  u  no  room  in  this  print  for  the  Latin  natei  in  the 
wutrgin  ef  the  MS,  they  are  put  here,  with  the  numben  of  the  lines 
to  which  they  rrfer, 

L  161.  Europa  est  t^roia  pars  mnndL 

L  197.  ^  Ceptra  Phorenei  tratrum  ttatrym  diaoordia  Thebe 
^  fflammam  Phetontitt  DeucalionU  Aque  ^  In  st^llis  Priami  / 
■pedes  Audaoia  Tumi  ^  Sensus  Ylixeiis  Herculeus  que  vigor. 
[MS,  leaf  55.] 

1.  295.  ^  Ynde  Ptholomettf.  li^ro  i*.  capihtZo.  8*.  ^  Prtmi  mo- 
tui  oeli  duo  sunt  quorum  ynue  est  qui  mouet  totum  semper  ab 
Oriente  in  Oooident^m  /  vno  modo  sup^r  orbes  &o.  /  Item  ai[i]ter 
yero  mot««  est  qui  mouet  orbem  stellarNin  ourrenoiuiii  contra  mo- 
turn  primum  /  videlu*^  /  ab  Occidents  in  Oriental  sup^  alios  dnot 
polos,  kc.     [MS,  leaf  56,  back.] 

1.  309.  ^  Omnes  concordati  sunt  /  quod  elecciofies  sint  debiles 
nisi  in  diuitibus  /  habent  enim  isti  licet  debiKtentwr  eoriNM  eleo- 
eiones  radicem  .i.  natiuitates  eonrm  que  coiifortA[n]t  o«ii»em  plane- 
tain  debilem  in  itin^^re  &o.     [MS,  leaf  56,  back.] 

1.  421.  ^  No^a  de  inopinato  dolore  ^  Semper  mutidane  leticie 
tristlcia  repentina  succedit  /  Mufidana  igitur  felicitas  midtis  ama- 
ritudinibvf  est  resp^rsa  /  extrema  gaudii  lucttfj  occupat  Audi  ^rgo 
salubre  consilium  /  In  die  bonorvfii  ne  immemor  sis  malorvM. 
[MS,  leaf  58.] 

1.  771.  5  Quid  ttirpius  ebriora  /  cui  fetor  in  ore  tremor  in  cor- 
pore  /  qui  pr^mit  stulta  /  prodit  occulta  /  cuitr«  mens  alienatur  / 
facies  trausformattir  /  nullufn  enim  latet  seoretoM  vbi  regnat 
ebrietas.     [MS,  leaf  62.] 

1.  925.  ^  O  extrema  libidinis  tttrpitudo  que  non  soIum  mentem 
eifeminat  /  set  eciam  corptu  en^ruat  /  semp^  sequnttrr  dolor  k, 
penitentia  post  koetera,     [MS,  leaf  64.] 

L  1182.  ^  A  mane  vsqw^  ad  yesprram  mutabitwr  tempirii  / 
tenent  tjrmpanunt  k.  gaudent  /  ad  sonum  organi  koetera,  [MS, 
leaf  66,  back.] 

1.  1135.  5  Qwis  Tuqwam  ynicam  diem  totam  duxit  /  in  sua 
dileooioae  iocu^idaxi  quern  in  aliqua  parte  diei  reatus  coMwiencie  / 
vel  impettui  Ire  vel  motiw  concupiscencie  non  ttrrbau^rit  /  quem 
liuor  Inuidie  /  tcI  Ardor  Auaricie  /  vel  tumor  sup^rbie  non  vex- 
auerit  /  quem  aliqua  iactura  vel  offensa  /  vel  passio  non  com- 
mouerit  kcetera,     [MS,  leaf  66,  back.] 
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^  Heere  begynneth  the  man  of  lawe  Ids  tale 

IN  Sunye  whilom  dwelte  a  compaignye  ^^NtSjSiJtfcJ*!^?* 
Of  chapmen  liche  /  and  therto  sadde  and  trewe 
That  wyde  where  /  senten  hir  spicerye 
Clothes  of  gold  /  and  satyns  riche  of  hewe  137 

Hir  chafiBeue  /  was  so  thrifty  and  so  newe 
That  euery  wight  /  hath  deyntee  to  chaffaie 
With  hem  /  and  eek  /  to  sellen  hem  hird  ware  140 

Now  fil  if  that  the  maistres  /  of  that  sort* 

Han  shapen  hem  /  to  Bome  for  to  wende 

Were  it  for  chapmanhode  /  or  for  disport 

Noon  oother  message  /  wolde  they  thider  sonde  144 

But  comen  hem  self  to  Home  /  this  is  the  ende 

And  in  swich  place  /  as  thoughts  hem  auantage 

ffor  hire  entente  /  they  take  hir  herbergage  147 

IT  Soionmed  han  thise  Marchantz  /  in  that  toun 

A  certein  tyme  /  as  fil  to  hire  plesance 

And  so  bifel  /  that  thexcellent  renoun 

Of  the  Emperours  doghter  /  Dame  Castance  151 

Reported  was  /  with  euery  circumstance 

Vn  to  thise  Surryen  Marchantz  /  in  swich  a  wyse 

f&o  day  to  day  /  as  I  shal  yow  deuyse  154 

IT  This  was  the  commune  voys  of  every  man 

Oure  Empcrour  of  Rome  /  god  hym  see 

A  doghter  hath  /  that  syn  the  world  bigan 

To  rekene  as  wel  /  hir  goodnesse  as  beautee  158 

Nas  neuere  /  swich  another  as  is  shee 

I  prey  to  god  /  in  honour  hire  susteene 

And  wolde  slie  were  /  of  all  Europe  the  queene      ^^."/is*]''' 
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In  hhe  /  is  heigh  beautee  /  with  oute  pride  [Uaf  65] 

Yowthe  /  with  oute  grenehede  /  or  folye 

To  alle  hire  werkes  /  vertu  is  Mr  gyde 

Humblesse  /  hath  slayn  in  hira  al  tirannje  165 

She  is  Mirour  /  of  alle  curteisye 

Hir  herte  /  is  yerraj  chambre  of  hoolynesse 

Hir  hand  /  Ministre  of  fredam  for  almesse  1G8 

And  al  this  yoys  was  sooth  /  as  god  is  trewe 

But  now  to  porpos  /  lat  ys  tume  agayn 

Thise  Marchantz  /  han  doon  fraught  /  hir  shippes  newe 

And  whan  they  han  /  this  bUsful  mayden  sayn  172 

Hoom  to  Surrye  /  been  they  went  ful  fiayn 

And  doon  hir  nedes  /  as  they  han  doon  yoore 

And  lyuen  in  wele  /  I  kan  sey  yow  namoore  175 

%  Kow  fil  it*  that  thise  Marchantz  /  stode  in  grace 

Of  hym  /  that  was  the  Sowdan  of  Surrye 

ffor  whan  they  cam  /  from  any  strange  place 

He  wolde  /  of  his  benigne  curteisye  179 

Make  hem  good  chiere  /  and  bisily  espye 

Tidynges  /  of  sondry  regnes  for  to  leere 

The  wondres  /  that  they  myghte  seen  or  heere  183 

Amonges  othere  tbynges  specially 

Thise  Marchantz  /  han  hym  toold  /  of  dame  Custance 

i.  ccrloie 

So  greet  noblesse  /  in  emest  ceriously 

That  this  Sowdan  /  hath  caught*  so  greet  plesance  186 

To  han  hir  figure  /  in  his  remembrance 

That  all  his  lusf  and  al  his  bisy  cure 

Was  for  to  loue  hire  /  while  liis  lyf  may  dure  189 

Parauenture  /  in  thilke  large  book/ 

Which  pat  men  clipe  the  heuene  /  ywriten  was 

With  sterres  /  whan  that  he  his  birtho  took/ 

That  he  for  loue  /  sholde  han  his  deeth  alliis  1 93 
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For  in  the  sterres  /  deier  tbaii  is  glas 

Is  wiiten  god  woof  who  so  koude  it  lede 

The  deeth  of  euery  man  /  withouten  drede  196 

In  stenes  many  a  wynter  /  ther  bifom  liatkt  mit,  p.  us.i 

Was  writen  the  deeth  /  of  Ector  /  Achilles 

Of  Pompei  lulius  /  er  they  were  bom 

The  strif  of  Thebes  /  and  of  Ercules  200 

Of  Sampson  /  Tamos  /  and  of  Socrates 

The  deeth  /  but  mennes  wittes  ben  so  dalle 

That  no  wight*  kan  wel  rode  it  atte  falle  203 

IT  This  Sowdan  /  for  his  pnaee  conseil  sente       (iMf  56^  bMki 

And  shortly  /  of  this  matiero  for  to  pace 

He  hath  to  hem  /  declared  his  entente 

And  seyde  hem  certein  /  but  he  myghte  haue  grace      207 

To  han  Custance  /  with-Inne  a  litel  space 

He  nas  but  deed  /  and  chaiged  hem  in  hye 

To  shapen  for  his  lyf  /  som  romedye  210 

IT  Diaerse  men  /  diuerse  thynges  seyden 

They  argumenten  /  casten  yp  and  doon 

Many  a  subtil  resoun  /  forth  they  leyden 

They  speken  of  /  Magyk*  and  Abusiofi  214 

But  finally  /  as  in  conclusion 

They  kan  nat  seen  /  in  that  noon  auantag 

Ne  in  noon  oother  wey  saue  mariage  217 

Thanne  sawe  they  ther-Inne  swich  difficultee 

By  wey  of  reson  /  for  to  speke  al  playn 

By  cause  /  that  ther  was  swich  diuersitee 

Bitwene  hir  bothe  lawes  /  that  they  sayn  221 

They  trowe  /  J>at  no  cristene  prince  woldo  fayn 

"Wedden  his  child  /  vnder  ouro  lawes  sweete 

That  vs  were  taught*  by  Mahoun  oure  propheie  224 
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Y  And  he  answeide  /  lather  than  I  lo«o 
Cnstance./  I  wol  be  cristned  douttUocs 

I  moot  been  hiios  /  I  may  no^m  ootlicr  chow 

I  piej  jow  /  hoold  youit)  argumeutz  in  {hh^  2U8 

Saueth  my  lyf  /  and  beth  m^glit  roccholtHHi 

To  geten  hire  /  that  hath  my  lyf  in  euro 

For  in  this  wo  /  I  may  nat  longo  endure  231 

Y  What  nedeth  /  gretter  dilatacion 

I  seye  /  by  tretys  /  and  Embaasadrie 

And  by  /  the  popes  mediaciofl 

And  al  the  chirche  /  and  al  tlio  chiualrie  235 

That  in  destrucciofi  of  Maumottrio 

And  in  encroes  /  of  cristoH  la  wo  deero 

They  been  acorded  /  so  as  ye  shul  hoero  238 

How  that  the  sowdan  /  and  his  Baronage 

And  alle  hise  liges  /  sholde  ycristned  ho 

And  he  shal  han  /  Custance  /  in  niaringo 

And  certein  gold  / 1  noot  what  quantitoo  242 

And  heer  to  foundon  /  sufficient  suretee 

This  same  accord  /  was  sworn  on  eytluT  sydo 

Now  faire  Custance  /  almyghty  god  thee  gyde  24A 

IT  Now  woldo  som  men  /  waitcn  as  I  gesHo  0*»i  m] 

That  I  sholde  tellen  /  al  the  purueiance 

That  ihemp^roiir  /  of  his  grcte  noblesse 

Hath  shapen  /  for  his  doghter  dame  Custiinco  240 

Wei  may  men  knowcn  /  pat  so  greet  onli  nance 

May  no  man  tellen  /  in  a  litel  clause 

As  was  arrayed  /  for  so  heigh  a  cause  252 

Bisshopes  been  shapen  /  with  hive  fur  to  wende 

Lordes  /  ladies  /  knyglites  of  renoun 

And  oother  folk  ynogh  /  this  is  thendo 

And  notified  is  /  thuigli  out  the  toun  ••'*<J 
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That  euery  wigM  /  with  greet  deaocioun 
Sholde  preyen  crisf  that  he  this  manage 
Eeceyue  in  gree  /  and  spede  this  viage  259 

IT  The  day  is  comen  /  of  hir  departynge 

I  seye  /  the  woM  day  fsital  is  come 

That  ther  may  be  /  no  longer  tariynge 

But  forthward  they  hem  dressen  /  alle  and  some  263 

Custance  /  fat  was  with  sorwe  al  ouercome 

fM  pale  arisf  and  dresseth  hire  to  wende 

ffor  wel  she  seeth  /  ther  is  noon  oother  ende  266 

Alias  /  what  wonder  is  if  thogh  she  wepte 

That  shal  be  sent  /  to  strange  naciofl 

f&o  fireendes  fat  so  tendrely  hir6  kepte 

And  to  be  bounden  /  vnder  subiecciofi  270 

Of  oon  /  she  knoweth  nat  his  condiciofl 

Housbondes  been  alle  goode  /  and  han  ben  yooro 

That  knowen  wyues  /  I  dar  say  yow  na  moore  273 

IT  ffader  she  seyde  /  thy  wrecched  child  distance 

Thy  yonge  doghter  /  fostred  vp  so  softe 

And  ye  my  mooder  /  my  souerayn  plesance 

Ouer  alle  thyng*  out  taken  crist  on  lofte  277 

Custance  youre  child  /  hire  recomandeth  ofte 

Vn  to  your  grace  /  for  I  shal  to  Surrye 

Ke  shal  I  nenere  /  seen  yow  moore  with  eye  280 

Alias  /  vn  to  the  Barbre  naciofi 

I  moste  goon  /  syn  that  it  is  youre  wille 

But  crisf  that  starf  /  for  our  sauaciofl 

So  yeue  me  grace  /  hise  heestes  to  fnlfillo  284 

I  wrccche  womman  /  no  fors  /  though  I  spille 

"Wommen  are  bom  /  to  thraldom  and  penance 

And  to  been  /  vnder  uiannes  gouemancc  287 
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^  I  troweat  Txoye  /  whan  Pirnis  bnk/tbe  wal  piafii^feMk] 

Or  Dion  /  brende  Thebes  the  Citee 

Nat  Borne  /  for  the  hirm  thuigh  Hsnybsl 

That  Bomayns  /  hath  Tenqujsshed  tymes  thre  291 

Xas  herd  /  swich  tendre  wepyng*  for  pitee 

As  in  the  chambre  was  for  hire  depaitynge 

Bat  forth  she  mooV  wher  so  she  wepe  or  synge  294 

f  0  firsts  moeayng  /  craeel  firmamenV  [idtoMK^mo 

With  thy  diurnal  sweigft  /  that  crowdest  ay 

And  hurlest  al  /  £rom  Est  til  Occident^ 

That  natnrelly  /  wolde  holde  another  way  298 

Thy  crowdyng  /  set  the  heuene  in  swich  array 

At  the  bigynnyng*  of  this  fiers  viage 

That  craeel  Mars  /  hath  slayn  this  manage  301 

Infortanat  Ascendenf  tortuous 

Of  which  /  the  lord  is  helplees  falle  alias 

Out  of  his  Angle  /  in  to  the  derkeste  hous 

0  Mars  /  o  Atazir  /  as  in  this  cas  305 

O  fieble  Moone  /  vnhappy  been  thy  paas 

Thou  knytteet  thee  /  ther  thou  art  nat  rcceyued 

Ther  thou  were  weel  /  fro  thennes  artow  weyued  308 


Imprudent  Emperour  /  of  Eome  alias  [latim  m«p,  p.  istj 

Was  ther  /  no  philosophie  /  in  al  thy  toun 

Is  no  tyme  bet  tlian  oother  /  in  swich  cas 

Of  viage  /  is  ther  noon  eleccioa  312 

Namely  /  to  folk  /  of  heigh  condiciofi 

Noght  whan  a  roote  /  is  of  a  burthe  yknowe 

Alias  /  we  been  /  to  Icwed  or  to  slowe  315 

^  To  ship  is  come  /  this  woful  faire  mayde 

Solempnely  /  with  euery  circumstance 

Now  Ih«?«u  crist*  be  with  yow  alle  she  sayde 

Ther  nys  namoore  /  but  farewel  /  faire  Custanco  319 
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She  peyneth  luxe  /  to  make  good  contenance 

And  forih  / 1  lete  hhe  saille  /  in  this  manere 

And  tume  I  wole  /  agayn  to  my  matere  322 

IT  The  mooder  /  of  the  Sowdan  /  welle  of  vices 

Espied  haiih  /  hir  sones  pleyn  entente 

How  he  wol  lete  /  hise  olde  sacrifices 

And  right  anon  /  she  for  hir  conseil  sente  326 

And  they  been  come  /  to  knowe  what  she  mente 

And  whan  assembled  was  /  this  folk*  in  feere 

She  sette  hira  doun  /  and  seyde  as  ye  shal  heere  329 

IT  Lordes  /  she  seyde  /  ye  knowen  eaerichon  p«if  bt] 

How  that  my  sone  /  in  point  is  for  to  lete 

The  hooly  lawes  /  of  oure  Alkaron 

Yeuen  by  goddes  message  Makomete  333 

But  oon  auow  /  to  grete  god  I  heete 

The  lyf  shal  rather  /  out  of  my  body  sterte 

Than  Makometes  lawe  /  out  of  myn  herte  336 

What  sholde  ys  tyden  /  of  this  newe  lawe 

But  thraldom  to  our  bodies  and  penance 

And  afterward  /  in  helle  to  be  drawe 

ffor  we  reneyed  /  Mahoun  oure  creance  340 

But  lordes  /  wol  ye  maken  assurance 

As  I  shal  seyn  /  assentynge  to  my  loore 

And  I  shal  make  vs  sauf  for  eueremoore  343 

%  They  sworen  /  and  assenten  euery  man 

To  lyue  with  hire  and  dye  /  and  by  hire  stonde 

And  euerich  /  in  the  beste  wise  he  kan 

To  strengthen  hire  /  shal  alle  hise  frendes  fonde  347 

And  she  hath  /  this  emprise  ytake  on  honde 

Which  ye  shal  heren  /  that  I  shal  deuyse 

And  to  hem  alle  /  she  spak  right  in  this  wyse  350 
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IT  We  shul  fiiBf  feyne  vs  /  cristendom  to  take 

Coold  water  /  ahal  nat  greue  vs  but  a  lite 

And  I  sbal  /  swiche  a  feeste  and  leuel  make 

That  as  I  tiowe  /  I  shal  the  Sowdan  quite  354 

ffor  ihogh  his  wyf  /  be  ciistned  nener  so  white 

She  shal  haue  nede  /  to  wassHe  awey  the  rede 

Thogh  she  /  a  font  fol  water  /  with  hire  lede  357 

OSowdanesse  /  roote  of  Iniqnitee  %  Attetor 

Virago  /  thou  Semyrame  the  secounde 
O  serpent  /  vnder  femynynytee 

Uk  to  the  serpenf  depe  in  helle  ybounde  361 

O  feyned  womman  /  al  that  may  confounde 
Yertu  and  Innocence  /  thurgh  thy  malice 
Is  bred  in  thee  /  as  nesf  of  euery  vice  3G4 

O  Sathan  enuious  /  syn  thilke  day 

That  thou  were  chaced  from  oure  heritage 

Wei  knowestow  /  to  wommen  the  olde  way 

Thou  madest  £ua  /  brynge  vs  in  seruage  368 

Thou  wolt  fordoon  /  this  cristen  manage 

Thyn  Instrument*  so  weylawey  the  while 

Makestow  of  wommen  /  whan  thou  wolt  bigilo  371 

%  This  Sowdanesse  /  whom  I  thus  blame  and  warye   pr  ft?,  bk] 

Leet  pnuely  /  hire  conseil  goon  hire  way 

What  sholde  I  in  this  tale  lenger  taiye 

She  rydeth  to  the  Sowdan  /  on  a  day  375 

And  seyde  hym  /  that  she  wolde  reneye  hii  lay 

And  cristendom  /  of  preestee  handes  fonge 

Bepentynge  hire  /  she  hethen  was  so  longe  378 

Bisechynge  hym  /  to  doon  hire  that  honour 

That  she  moste  han  /  the  cristen  folk  to  feeste 

To  plesen  hem  I  wol  do  my  labour 

The  Sowdan  seith  /  I  wol  doon  at  youre  heesto  382 
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And  knelynge  /  thanketh  hii8  of  that  lequeste 

So  glad  he  was  /  he  nyste  whaf  to  seye 

She  kiste  hir  sone  /  and  hoome  she  gooth  hir  weye       385 

%  Explicit  prima  pars 

%  Seqnitur  pars  seennda  (2b 

Arryued  been  /  this  cristen  folk  to  londe 
In  Suirye  /  with  a  greet  solempne  route 
And  hastifliche  /  this  Sowdan  sente  his  sonde 
fiSrst  to  his  mooder  /  and  all  the  regne  aboute  389 

And  seyde  /  his  wyf  was  comen  oute  of  doute 
And  preyde  hire  /  for  to  ryde  agayn  the  queene 
The  honour  of  his  regne  /  to  susteene  392 

Greet  was  the  prees  /  and  riche  was  tharray 

Of  Surryens  and  Eomayns  met  yfeere 

The  mooder  of  the  Sowdan  /  riche  and  gay 

Eeoyueth  hire  /  with  also  glad  a  cheere  396 

As  any  mooder  /  myghte  hir  doghter  deere 

And  to  the  nexte  Citee  /  ther  bisyde 

A  softe  paas  /  selempnely  they  ryde  399 

^  Noght  trowe  I  /  the  triumphe  of  Julius 

Of  which  /  that  Lucan  maketh  swich  a  boosts 

Was  roialler  /  or  moore  curius 

Than  was  thassemblee  /  of  this  bhsfiil  hoosf  403 

But  this  scorpionn  /  this  wikked  goost 

The  Sowdanesse  /  for  all  hire  flaterynge 

Caste  vnder  this  /  ful  mortally  to  stynge  406 

IT  The  Sowdan  comth  hyin  self  soone  after  this  Dft  58] 

So  roially  /  that  wonder  is  to  telle 

And  welcometh  hire  /  with  alle  ioye  and  blis 

And  thus  /  in  murtlie  and  ioye  I  lete  hem  dwelle  410 
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The  fniyt  of  this  matiere  /  is  tliat  I  telle 

Whan  tyme  cam  /  men  thoughte  it  for  the  heste 

The  reael  stynte  /  and  men  goon  to  hir  reste  413 


%  The  tyme  cam  /  this  olde  Sowdanesso 

Ordeyned  hath  this  feeste  /  of  which  I  tolde 

And  to  the  feeste  /  cristcn  folk  hem  dresse 

In  general  /  ye  bothe  yonge  and  olde  417 

Heere  may  men  /  feeste  /  and  roialtee  bihold 

And  deyntees  mo  /  than  I  kan  yow  deuyse 

Bat  all  to  deere  /  they  boghte  it  er  they  ryse  420 

OBodeyn  wo  /  that  cnerc  art  successour     [Latin  uou,  p.  us.] 
To  worldly  blisse  /  spreynd  w/tA  bittemesse 
The  ende  of  the  ioye  /  of  oure  worldly  labour 
"Wo  occupieth  /  the  fyn  of  oure  gladnesse  424 

Herke  this  conseil  /  for  thy  sikemesse 
Vp  on  thy  glade  day  /  haue  in  thy  mynde 
The  vnwar  wo  /  or  harm  J>at  comth  bihynde  427 

ffor  soothly  /  for  to  tellcn  /  at  o  word 

The  sowdan  /  and  the  cristcn  everichone 

Been  al  tohewe  /  and  stiked  at  the  bord 

But  it  were  oonly  /  dame  Custance  allone  431 

This  oldo  Sowdancsse  /  cursed  krone 

Hath  vfiVi  hir  froondea  /  doon  this  cursed  dede 

ffor  she  hir  self  /  woMo  all  the  contree  lede  434 

Ne  was  Surryen  noon  /  that  was  oonu^rtod 

That  of  the  conseil  /  of  the  Sowdan  woof 

That  he  nas  al  tohewe  /  cr  he  astertcd 

And  Custance  /  han  thoy  take  anon  foot  hoof  438 

And  in  a  ship  /  all  stcori'lcos  god  woof 

They  han  hir  sef  and  biddoth  hire  Icrne  saillo 

Out  of  Surrye  /  agaynwanl  to  Ytaillo  441 
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A  c<?rtein  tresor  /  that  she  with  hire  kdde 

And  sooth  to  seyn  /  vitaille  greet  plentee 

They  han  hire  yeuen  /  and  clothes  eek  she  hadde 

And  forth  she  sailleth  /  in  the  salte  see  445 

0  my  Custance  /  fal  of  benignytee 

0  Emperouis  yonge  doghter  deoro 

He  that  is  lord  of  fibrtune  be  thy  steere  448 

She  blesseth  hire  /  and  with  ful  pitoos  voys        citaf  ss.  ucki 

Vn  to  the  cioys  of  Crist'  thus  seyde  she 

O  deere  /  o  woful  Auter  /  hooly  croys 

Reed  of  the  lambes  blood  /  ful  of  pitee  452 

That  wesshe  the  world  /  fro  the  olde  Iniquitee 

Me  fro  the  feend  /  and  fro  his  clawes  kepe 

That  day  /  that  I  shal  drenchen  in  the  depe  455 

Victorious  tree  /  protecciofi  of  trewe 

That  oonly  /  worthy  were  for  to  bere 

The  kyng  of  heueno  /  wiiA  his  woundes  newe 

The  white  lamb  /  pat  hurt  was  wi-t/t  the  spere  459 

fflemere  of  feendes  /  out  of  bym  and  here 

On  which  /  thy  lymes  /  feithfully  extenden 

Me  helpe  /  and  yif  me  myght  /  my  lyf  tamenden         462 

%  Yeres  and  daycs  /  fleteth  this  creature 

Thurghout  the  See  of  Grece  /  vn  to  the  Strayte 

Of  Marrok*.  as  it  was  hire  Auenture 

On  many  a  sory  meel  /  now  may  she  bayte  466 

After  hir  dGeth  /  ful  often  may  she  wayte 

Er  that  the  wilde  wawes  /  wol  hire  dryue 

Vn  to  the  place  /  tlier  she  shal  arryue  469 

Men  myghten  asken  /  why  she  was  naf  slayn 
Eek  at  the  fceste  /  who  myglite  hir  lx)dy  saue 
And  I  answere  /  to  that  demande  agayn 
Who  saued  danyel  /  in  the  horrible  Caue  473 
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Ther  eueiy  wigBt  sane  ho  /  maister  and  knaue 

Was  with  the  leoD)  frete  /  er  he  asterte 

No  wighf  but  god  /  that  he  bar  in  his  herte  476 


God  liste  to  shewe  /  his  wonderful  myracle 

In  hire  /  for  we  sholde  seen  /  his  myghty  werkis 

Crist*  which  that  is  /  to  euery  liarm  triacie 

By  certeino  meencs  ofbe  /  as  knowen  clerkis  480 

Booth  thyng*  for  certein  ende  /  that  ful  derk  is 

To  mannes  wit/,  that  for  cure  ignorance 

Ne  konne  noght  knowe  /  his  ])rudent-ptfrueianco  483 

IT  Now  sith  she  was  nat  /  at  the  feeste  yslawe 

Who  kepto  hire  /  fro  the  drenchyng  /  in  the  see  ? 

Who  kepto  lonas  /  in  the  iisshes  mawe 

Til  he  /  was  spouted  vp  at  Nynyuee  ?  487 

Wei  may  men  knowe  /  it  was  no  wight  but  ho 

That  kepte  peple  Ebrayk*  from  hir  drenchynge 

With  drye  feef  thurgh  out  the  see  passynge  490 

If  Who  bad  the  fouro  spirites  of  tempest  [lemf  ttf] 

That  power  han  /  tanoycn  lond  and  see 

Bothe  North  and  South  /  and  also  west*  and  Est* 

Anoyeth  neither  /  sec  /  nc  land  nc  tree  494 

Soothly  /  the  Comandour  of  that  was  he 

That  fro  the  tempest  /  ay  this  womman  kepto 

As  wol  /  when  she  wook*  as  whan  she  slepte  497 

^  Whore  myghte  this  womman  /  mete  and  drynke  hauc  ? 

Thre  yeer  and  moore  /  how  lasteth  hire  vitaille  ? 

"Who  fedde  /  the  Egypcien  ^faric  in  the  Cauo  ? 

Or  in  desert?    no  wight  but  crist  /  sanz  faille  501 

fiyue  thousand  folk*  /  it  was  as  greet  meruaille 

With  loues  fyue  /  and  fissru's  two  to  feeile 

God  sente  his  foyson  /  at  hir  gi-eto  nccde  504 
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IT  She  diyueth  forth  /  in  to  ouie  Occian 

Thoigh  out  oure  wilde  see  /  til  atto  laste 

Vnder  an  hoold  /  that  nempnen  I  ne  kan 

ffer  in  Northhtunberlond  /  the  wawe  hii8  caste  508 

And  in  the  sond  /  hir  ship  /  stiked  so  fiEiste 

That  thennes  wolde  it  noghf  of  al  a  tjde 

The  wyl  of  crisf.  was  fat  she  sholde  abyde  511 

%  The  Constable  of  the  Castel  /  doon  is  fare 

To  seen  his  wrak*  and  al  the  ship  he  soghte 

And  foond  /  this  wery  womman  ful  of  care 

Ho  foond  also  /  the  tresor  pat  she  broghte  515 

In  hir  langage  /  me9*cy  she  bisoghte 

The  lyf  /  ont  of  hire  body  for  to  twynne 

Hir^  to  deliuere  /  of  wo  /  that  she  was  Inne  518 

A  manor  latyn  corrupt  /  was  hir  speche 

But  algates  /  thor  by  was  she  ynderstonde 

The  Constable  /  whan  hym  lysf  no  longer  seche 

This  woful  womman  /  broghte  he  to  the  londe  522 

She  kneleth  doun  /  and  thanketh  goddes  sonde 

But  what  she  was  /  she  wolde  no  man  seye 

ffor  foul  ne  fair  /  thogh  pat  she  sholde  doyo  525 

She  seyde  /  she  was  /  so  mazed  in  the  see 

That  she  foigat  hir  mynde  /  by  hir  trouthe 

The  Constable  /  hath  of  hire  so  greet  pitee 

And  eke  his  wyf  /  that  they  wepen  for  routhe  529 

She  was  so  diligent*  with  outen  slouthe 

To  serue  and  plese  /  euerich  in  that  place 

That  alio  hir  louen  /  that  looken  in  hir  face  532 

^  This  Constable  /  and  dame  Hermengyld  his  wyf/  [if  69,  bk] 

Were  payens  /  and  that  contree  euory  where 

But  Hermengyld  /  loued  hire  right  as  hir  lyf 

And  distance  /  hath  so  longe  soioumed  there  53G 

ELLESHERE   146 


OBoup  Bl  §  8.  MAN  OF  laVb  TALE.  EUesmero  X8.  147 

In  orisons  /  wiUi  many  a  bitter  teere 

Til  Jhem,  /  hath  conuerted  /  thurgh  his  grace 

Dame  Hermengyld  /  Constablesse  of  that  place  539 


In  al  that  lond  /  no  cristen  dorste  route 

Alle  cristen  folk  /  been  fled  £ro  that  contree 

Thoigll  Payens  /  that  conquereden  al  aboute 

The  plages  of  the  North  by  land  and  see  543 

To  Walys  /  fledde  the  Cristyanytee 

Of  olde  Britons  /  dwellynge  in  this  lie 

Ther  was  hir  refaf  for  the  meene  while  546 

Bat  yet  nere  cristene  Britons  so  exiled 

That  ther  nere  somme  /  that  in  hir  prmetoe 

Honoured  crista  and  hethen  folk  bigiled 

And  ny  the  Castel  /  swiche  ther  dwelten  three  libO 

That  oon  of  hem  was  blynd  /  and  myghto  nat  see 

Bat  it  were  /  with  thilke  eyen  of  his  mynde 

With  whiche  men  seen  /  whan  fat  they  ben  blynde      553 

Bright  was  the  sonne  /  as  in  that  someres  day 
ffor  which  the  Constable  /  and  his  wyf  also 
And  Custance  /  han  ytako  the  righte  way 
Toward  the  see  /  a  furlong  wey  or  two  557 

To  pleyen  /  and  to  romen  to  romen^  to  and  fro    [*  (to] 
And  in  hir  walk*  this  blynde  man  they  mette 
Croked  and  oold  /  with  cyan  faste  yshette  5G0 

In  name  of  Crist*  cride  this  olde  Britofi 

Dame  Hermengylcl  /  yif  mo  /  my  sighte  agayn 

This  lady  /  weex  affrayed  of  the  soun 

Lest  that  hir  housbondo  /  shortly  for  to  sayn  504 

Wolde  hire  /  for  Ihe^u  cristes  lone  han  slayn 

Til  Custance  made  hire  boold  /  and  bad  hire  wirclic 

The  wyl  of  Crisf  as  doghter  of  his  chirchc  567 
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%  The  Constable  /  weex  abasshed  of  that  sights 

And  sejde  /  what  amounteth  all  this  fare 

distance  answerde  /  sire  /  it  is  cristes  myghf 

That  helpeth  folk*  /  out  of  the  fecndes  snare  571 

And  so  ferforth  /  she  gan  oure  lay  declare 

That  she  the  Constable  /  er  that  it  were  ene 

Conuerteth  /  and  on  Crist*  maketh  hym  bileue  574 

This  Constable  /  was  no  thyng  lord  of  this  place       0^  eo] 

Of  which  I  speke  /  ther  he  Custance  fond 

But  kepte  it  strongly  many  wyntres  space 

Vnder  Alia  /  kyng*  of  al  Northhumbrelond  578 

That  was  ful  wys  /  and  worthy  of  his  bond 

Agayn  the  Scottes  /  as  men  may  wel  heere 

But  tume  I  wole  /  agayn  to  my  mateere  581 

^  Sathan  /  that  eu^re  ys  waiteth  to  bigile 

Saugh  of  Custance  /  al  hire  perfeccioun 

And  caste  anon  /  how  he  myghte  quite  hir  while 

And  made  a  yong*  knyght  /  pat  dwelte  in  that  toun      585 

Louo  hire  so  hoote  of  foul  affeccioun 

That  verraily  /  hym  thoughte  he  sholde  spille 

But  he  of  hire  myghte  ones  haue  his  wille  588 

He  woweth  hire  /  but  it  auailleth  noght/ 

She  wolde  do  no  synne  /  by  no  weye 

And  for  despit*  he  compassed  in  his  thoghf 

To  maken  hire  /  on  shameful  deeth  to  deye  592 

Ho  wayteth  /  whan  the  Constable  was  aweye 

And  prynely  /  vp  on  a  nyghf  he  creptc 

In  Hermengyldes  chambre  /  whil  she  slepte  595 

^  Wery  /  for- waked  /  in  hire  orisons 

Slepeth  Custance  /  and  Hermengyld  also 

This  knyght*  thurgh  Sathans  temptacioils 

All  softely  /  is  to  the  bed  ygo  599 
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And  kitte  the  ihrote  /  of  Hermengyld  atwo 

And  leyde  ihe  blodj  knyf  /  hj  dame  Custance 

And  wente  his  wej  /  ther  god  yeae  hym  mesohance      602 


f  Soone  after  /  cometh  this  Constable  hoom  agayn 

And  eek  Alia  /  pat  kyng  was  of  that  lond 

And  sangh  his  wyf  /  despitously  yslayn 

ffor  which  ful  ofte  he  weep  /  and  wroong  his  hond         606 

And  in  the  bed  /  the  blody  knyf  he  fond 

By  Dame  distance  /  alias  what  myghte  she  seye 

For  vcrray  wo  /  hir  wit*  was  al  aweye  609 

%  To  kyng  Alia  /  was  toold  al  this  mesohance 

And  eek  the  tyme  /  and  where  /  and  in  what  wise 

That  in  a  ship  /  was  founden  dame  Custance 

As  heer  bifom  /  that  ye  han  herd  deuyse  613 

The  kynges  herte  /  of  pitee  gan  agryse 

Whan  he  sangh  /  so  benigno  a  creature 

fialle  in  disese  /  and  in  mysauenture  616 

ifor  as  the  lomb  /  towanl  his  deeth  is  broght*      D^tm,  iMck] 

So  stant  this  Innocent*  bifore  the  kyng* 

This  false  knyght*  pat  hath  this  trcsoil  wroght* 

Berth  hire  on  hond  /  pat  she  hath  doon  thys  thyng*      620 

But  nathelees  /  thcr  was  greet  moornyng* 

Among  the  pcple  /  and  scyn  /  they  kan  nat  gesso 

That  she  had  doon  /  so  greet  a  >vikkednesde  623 

ffor  they  /  han  seyn  hire  euere  so  v<»/-tuous 

And  louynge  Hermengyl*?  /  right  a^  hir  lyf/ 

Of  tliiB  baar  witnesso  /  eucrirh  in  tliat  hous 

Saue  he  /  fat  IIermeng}'lt?  /  slow  wit/«  liis  knj-f/  627 

This  gentil  kyng  /  hath  caught  a  greet  motyf 

Of  this  witnesse  /  and  thoghtc  he  wolde  eiKjuere 

Dopper  in  this  /  a  trouthe  for  to  lore  630 
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%  Alias  Custance  /  thou  hast  no  champiofl 

Ne  fighte  kanstow  noghf  so  weyhkWSLj 

But  lie  /  that  staif  for  our  ledempciofl 

And  l)oond  Sathan  /  and  jot  lith  ther  lie  lay  634 

So  be  /  thy  stronge  champion  this  day 

ffor  but  if  crist*  open  myracle  kithe 

Wtt^uten  gilt*  thou  shalt  be  slayn  as  swithe  637 

She  sit  hire  doun  on  knees  /  and  thus  she  sayde 

Immortal  god  /  that  sauedest  Susanne 

£&o  fals  blame  /  and  thou  merciful  mayde 

Mary  I  meene  /  doghter  to  Seint  Anne  641 

Bifore  whos  child  /  Angeles  synge  Osanne 

If  I  be  giltlees  /  of  this  felonye 

My  socour  be  /  or  ellis  shal  I  dye  644 

Haue  ye  nat  seyn  /  som  tyme  a  pale  face 
Among*  a  prees  /  of  hym  pot  hath  bo  lad 
Toward  his  deeth  /  wher  as  hym  gat  no  grace 
And  Bwich  a  colour  /  in  his  face  hath  had  648 

Men  myghte  knowe  /  his  face  that  was  bistad 
Amonges  alle  the  faces  /  in  that  route 
So  stant  Custance  /  and  looketh  hire  aboute  651 

OQueenes  /  lyuynge  in  prosperitee 
Duchesses  /  and  ladyes  euerichone 
Haueth  som  routhe  /  on  hire  Aduersitee 
An  Emperours  doghter  /  stant  allone  655 

She  hath  no  wight*  /  to  whom  to  make  hir  mone 
0  blood  roial  /  that  stondost  in  this  drede 
fifer  been  thy  freendes  /  at  thy  grete  nede  658 

This  Alia  kjnff  hath  swich  compassioun  Pmt  ei] 

As  gentil  herte  /  is  fulfild  of  pitee 
That  from  hise  eyen  /  ran  the  water  doun 
Now  hastily  /  do  fccche  a  book*  quod  he  662 
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And  if  this  knyglif  wol  sweien  how  fat  she 

This  wommon  slow  /  yet  wol  we  ys  auyse 

Whom  ^at  we  wole  /  that  shal  been  our  Instise  665 

A  Britoii  hook  /  written  with  EaaungQes 

Was  fef  and  on  this  book*  he  swoor  anoon 

She  gilty  was  /  and  in  the  meene  whiles 

An  hand  hym  smoof  ypon  the  nekke  boon  669 

That  doun  he  fil  /  atones  as  a  stoon 

And  bothe  hise  eyen  /  broete  out  of  his  £eu» 

In  sighte  /  of  eueiy  body  in  that  place  672 

f  A  Yoys  was  herd  /  in  general  Audience 

And  seyde  thou  hasf  desclaundied  giltlees 

The  doghter  of  hooly  chirche  /  in  heigh  presence 

Thus  hastou  doon  /  and  yet  holde  I  my  pees  676 

Of  this  menudlle  /  agast  was  al  the  piees 

As  mazed  folk*  they  stoden  euerichone 

ffor  diede  of  wieche  /  saue  Custance  allone  679 

%  Greet  was  the  diede  /  and  eek  the  lepentanoe 

Of  hem  /  that  hadden  wronge  suspeciofl 

Ypon  /  this  sely  Innocent  Custance 

And  for  this  miracle  in  conclusion  683 

And  by  Custances  mediaciofi 

The  kyng<  and  many  another  in  that  place 

Connerted  was  /  thanked  be  cristes  grace  686 

%  This  false  knyght  was  slayn  for  his  vntrouthe 

By  luggement  of  Alia  hastiily 

And  yet  Custance  /  haddo  of  his  deeth  greet  routho 

And  after  this  JJieBUB  of  his  mercy  690 

Made  Alia  weddcn  ful  solempncly 

This  hooly  maydcn  /  that  is  so  bright  and  shcene 

And  thus  hath  crist*  ymaad  Custance  a  queene  693 

£LL£9M£R£    151 


152  OBoup  B.  §  2.  MAN  OF  LAw*8  TALC.  EU^smero  K8. 

But  who  was  woful  /  if  I  shal  nat  lye 

Of  this  weddyng*  but  Donald  and  na  mo 

The  kynges  mooder  /  ful  of  tirannye  . 

Hir  thoughte  /  hir  cursed  herte  brast  atwo  697 

She  wolde  noght  hir  sone  had  do  so 

Hir  thoughte  a  despif  that  he  sholde  take 

So  strange  a  creature  tu  to  his  make  70Q 

%  Me  list  nat  of  the  chaf  /  or  of  the  stree  n««r  ei,  Uok] 

Maken  so  long  a  tale  /  as  of  the  com 

What  sholde  I  tellen  /  of  the  roialtee 

At  manages  /  or  which  cours  goth  bifom  704 

Who  bloweth  in  the  trumpe  /  or  in  an  horn 

The  fruyf  of  euery  tale  /  is  for  to  seye 

They  ete  /  and  drynke  /  ajid  daunce  /  and  synge  a7id  pleye 

They  goon  to  bedde  /  as  it  was  skilo  and  right* 

ffor  thogh  pat  wyues  /  bo  ful  hooly  thynges 

They  moste  take  /  in  pacience  at  nyght 

Swiche  manure  necessaries  /  as  been  plcsynges  711 

To  folk  /  pat  han  ywedded  hem  with  rynges 

And  leye  a  lite  /  hir  hoolynesse  aside 

As  for  the  tyme  /  it  may  no  bet  bitide  714 

On  hire  he  gaf  a  man  ^  childe  anon  v  attired  from  kn«ue.] 

And  to  a  bisshop  /  and  his  Constable  eke 

He  took  his  wyf  to  kepo  /  whan  he  is  gon 

To  Scotlondward  /  his  foomen  for  to  seke  718 

Now  faire  Custance  /  that  is  so  huwblo  and  meko 

So  longc  is  goon  with  childe  /  til  thaf  stille 

She  halt  hire  chambre  /  abidyng*  cristas  wille  721 

The  tyme  is  come  /  a  man^  child  slie  beer 

Mauricius  at  the  fontstoon  /  they  hym  calle 

This  Constable  /  dooth  forth  come  a  Messagcer 

And  wroot  vn  to  his  kyng*  that  eloped  was  Allc  725 
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How  that  this  blisf ul  tidyng*  is  bifalle 

And  otheie  tidjnges  /  spedeful  for  to  seye 

He  taketh  the  lettre  /  and  forth  he  gooth  his  weye        728 

Y  This  Messager  /  to  doon  his  auantage 

Yn  to  the  kynges  mooder  rideth  swithe 

And  saluoth  hire  ful  faire  in  his  langage 

Madame  quod  he  /  ye  may  be  glad  and  blithe  732 

And  thanketh  god  /  an  hundred  thousand  sithe 

My  lady  queene  /  hath  child  with  outen  doute 

To  ioye  and  blisse  /  to  al  this  regne  aboute  735 

Lo  heere  the  lettres  /  seled  of  this  thyng* 

That  I  moot  here  /  with  al  the  haste  I  may 

K  ye  wol  aught*  vn  to  youre  sone  the  kyng/ 

I  am  youre  s^ruanf  bothe  nyght  and  day  739 

DonegQd  answerde  /  as  now  at  this  tymo  nay 

But  heere  al  nyght  /  I  wol  thou  take  thy  reste 

To-morwe  /  wol  I  seye  thee  /  what  mo  leste  742 

^  This  Messager  /  drank  sadly  ale  and  wyn  [tarfw] 

And  stolen  were  hise  lettres  pryuely 

Out  of  his  box  /  whil  he  sleep  as  a  swyn 

And  countrefeted  was  ful  subtilly  746 

Another  lettre  /  wroght*  ful  synfully 

Vn  to  the  kyng  direct*  of  this  mateere 

flfro  his  Constable  /  as  ye  shal  after  heere  749 

The  lettre  spak*  the  queene  deliu«?7t}d  wjis 

Of  so  horrible  a  feendly  creature 

That  in  the  Castel  /  noon  so  hardy  was 

That  any  while  /  dorste  ther  endure  753 

The  mooder  was  an  Elf  by  auenture 

Yeomen  /  by  charmes  /  or  by  sorcerio 

And  euerich  /  hatcth  hir  compaignye  756 
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^  Wo  was  this  kyiig<  whan  he  this  lettre  had  aaya 

But  to  no  wighf  he  tolde  his  sorwes  soora 

But  of  his  oirene  hand  /  he  wroot  sgayn 

Wei  come  the  sonde  of  ciisl?  for  eaeremooie  760 

To  me  /  that  am  now  lemed  in  his  loore 

Lord  /  wel  come  be  Qiy  lust?  and  thy  pleaallce 

My  lusf  I  pntte  al  in  thyn  ordinance  763 

Eepeth  this  child  /  al  be  it  fool  or  feir 

And  eek  my  wyf  /  yh  to  myn  boom  comynge 

Crist  whan  hym  lisf  may  sende  me  an  heir 

Moote  agreable  than  this  /  to  my  likynga  767 

This  lettre  he  seleth  pryuely  wepynge 

Which  to  the  Mess^r  /  was  take  soone 

And  forth  he  gooth  /  ther  is  na  moore  to  doone  770 

OMessager  /  fiil£ld  of  dronkenessa  inuf  «u,  p.  inj 

Strong  is  thy  breeth  /  thy  lymea  &ltren  ay 
And  thou  biwreyest  /  alle  eecreenesse 
Thy  mynde  is  lorn  /  thou  iangleet  as  a  lay  774 

Thy  face  is  turned  /  in  a  newe  array 
Ther  dronkenesse  /  regoetb  in  any  route 
Ther  is  no  conseil  hyd  /  with  outen  doute  777 

ODcmegild  /  I  ne  haue  noon  englissti  digue 
Vn  to  ihj  malice  /  and  thy  tiramiye 
And  therfore  /  to  the  foend  I  thee  resigue 
Lat  hym  enditen  /  of  tby  traitorie  781 

fly  mannysfi  fy  /  o  nay  by  god  I  lye 
ffy  feendlycb  spirif  for  I  dar  wel  telle 
Tbogh  thou  heere  wallce  /  thy  spirit  is  in  helle  784 

^  This  Meesager  /  comth  fro  the  kyi^  sgayn  D—t «.  Dut} 

And  at  the  kynges  moodres  •  court  he  lightc  ^  c-'  «mM*i.] 
And  she  was  /  of  this  Mesaager  ful  fayu 

And  plcsed  hym  /  iu  al  that  euer  she  myghte  788 
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He  drank*  /  and  wel  his  girdel  ynderpiglite 

He  slepeth  /  and  he  Bnoieth  in  his  gyse 

All  nyghf  til  the  sonne  gan  aiyse  791 


Eff  were  hise  lettres  stolen  eu^dion 
And  coontrofeted  lettres  /  in  this  wyse 

The  king  ^  comandeth  /  his  Constable  anon  n  Ung  tattr] 

» 

Yp  peyne  of  hangyng*  and  on  heigh  luyse  795 

That  he  ne  sholde  /  suffiren  in  no  wyse 

Cnstanoe  /  in  with  his  Beawme  for  tabyde 

Thie  dayes  /  and  o  quarter  of  a  tyde  798 

But  in  the  same  ship  /  as  he  hire  fond 

Hire  and  hir  yonge  sone  /  and  al  hir  geere 

He  sholde  putte  /  and  croude  hire  fro  the  lon() 

And  chargen  hire  /  she  neuer  eft*  coome  theere  802 

0  my  Custance  /  wel  may  thy  goost  haue  feere 

And  slepynge  in  thy  dreem  /  been  in  penance 

Whan  Donegild  /  cast  al  this  ordinance  805 

%  This  Messager  /  on  morwe  /  whan  he  wook* 

Vn  to  the  Castel  /  halt  the  nexte  way 

And  to  the  Constable  /  he  the  lettre  took* 

And  whan  fat  he  /  this  pitous  lettre  say  809 

fiiil  ofte  he  seyde  /  Alias  and  weylaway 

Lord  crist  quod  he  /  how  may  this  world  endure 

So  ful  of  synne  /  is  many  a  creature  812 

%  0  myghty  god  /  if  that  it  be  thy  wille 

Sith  thou  art  rightful  luge  /  how  may  it  be 

That  thou  wolt  suffren  /  Innocontz  to  spille 

And  wikked  folk  /  regnen  in  prosperitee  816 

0  goode  Custance  /  Alias  so  wo  is  me 

That  I  moot  be  thy  tormentour  or  deye 

On  shames  deeth  /  ther  is  noon  oother  weye  819 
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^  Wepon  bothe  yonge  and  olde  /  in  al  that  place 

Whan  pat  the  kyng*  this  cursed  lettre  sente 

And  Custance  /  with  a  deedly  pale  face 

The  ferthe  day  /  toward  the  ship  she  wente  823 

But  nathelees  /  she  taketh  in  good  entente 

The  wyl  of  Crisf  and  knelynge  on  the  Stronde 

She  seyde  lord  /  ay  wel  come  be  thy  sonde  826 

He  that  me  kepte  /  firo  the  false  blame  fiMf  as] 

While  I  was  /  on  the  lond  amonges  yow 

He  kan  me  kepe  /  from  harm  /  and  eek  fro  shame 

In  salte  see  /  al  thogh  I  se  noght  how  830 

As  strong  as  euere  he  was  /  he  is  yet  now 

In  hym  triste  I  /  and  in  his  mooder  deere 

That  is  to  me  /  my  seyl  /  and  eek  my  steere  833 

Hir  litel  child  /  lay  wepyng*  in  hir  arm 

And  knelynge  /  pitously  /  to  hym  she  seyde 

Pees  Htel  sone  /  I  wol  do  thee  noon  harm 

With  that  hir  couerchief  /  ouer  hir  heed  she  breyde       837 

And  ouer  hise  litel  eyen  /  she  it  leyde 

And  in  hir  Arm  /  she  lulleth  it  ful  faste 

And  in  to  heuene  /  hire  eyen  vp  she  caste  840 

^  Mooder  quod  she  /  and  mayde  bright  Marie 

Sooth  is  /  that  thurgh  wommanes  eggement* 

Man  kynde  was  lorn  /  and  damned  ay  to  dye 

ffor  which  thy  child  /  was  on  a  croys  yrent  844 

Thy  blisful  eyen  /  sawe  al  his  torment* 

Thanne  is  ther  /  no  comparison  bitwene 

Thy  wo  /  and  any  wo  /  man  may  sustene  847 

Thow  sawe  thy  child  yslayn  bifore  thyne  eyen 

And  yet  now  /  lyueth  my  child  'pariaj 

Now  lady  bright  /  to  whom  alle  woful  cryen 

Thow  glorie  of  wommanhede  /  thow  faire  may  861 

ELLESMERE    156 


GROUP  B.  §.  8.  MAN  OF  LAW'S  TALE.  EUesmeTO  MS.  157 

Thow  hauen  of  refiit*  brigtite  sterre  of  day 
£ewe  on  my  child  /  that  of  thy  gentillesse 
Euest*  on  euery  leweful  in  distiesse  854 

%  0  litel  child  /  alias  what  is  thy  gilt* 

That  ncu^re  wroghtest  synne  /  as  yet  pardee 

Why  wil  thyn  harde  fiEuier  /  han  thee  spilt* 

0  meicy  deere  Constable  quod  she  858 

As  lat  my  litel  child  /  dwelle  beer  with  thee 

And  if  thou  darst  naf  sauen  hym  for  blame 

Yet  kys  hym  ones  /  in  his  fadres  name  861 

Ther  with  /  she  looked  /  bakward  to  the  londe 

And  seyde  /  fare  wel  housbonde  routhelees 

And  vp  she  rist  /  and  walketh  doun  the  stronde 

Toward  the  Ship  /  hir  folweth  al  the  prees  865 

And  euere  she  preyeth  hire  child  /  to  holde  his  pees 

And  taketh  hir  leue  /  and  with  an  hooly  entente 

She  blissed  hire  /  and  in  to  ship  she  wente  868 

Yitailled  was  the  ship  /  it  is  no  drede  Dc<^  ».  t^ck] 

Habundantly  /  for  hire  fiil  longo  space 

And  othere  necessaries  /  that  sholde  nede 

She  hadde  ynogh  /  heryed  be  goddes  grace  872 

ffor  wynd  and  weder  /  almyghty  god  purchace 

And  brynge  hire  hoom  /  I  kan  no  bettre  seye 

But  in  the  see  /  she  dryueth  forth  hir  weye  876 

^  Explicit  secunda  pars 

^  Sequitur  pars  tercia 

AUa  the  kyng  /  comth  hoom  soone  after  this 
Yn  to  his  Castel  /  of  the  which  I  tolde 
And  asketh  /  where  his  wyf  /  and  lus  child  is 
The  Constable  /  gan  aboute  liis  herte  colde  879 
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And  pleynly  /  al  ihe  maneie  he  hym  tolde 

Ab  ye  han  heid  /  I  kan  telle  it  no  bettre 

And  sliewetli  the  kyng<  his  seel  and  his  lettie  882 


And  seyde  /  loid  /  as  ye  comanded  me 

Yp  peyne  of  deeth  /  so  hauo  I  doon  certein 

This  Message!  /  tonnented  was  til  he 

Moste  biknowe  /  and  tellen  plat  and  pleyn  886 

£&o  nyght  to  nyght  /  in  what  place  he  had  leyn 

And  thus  by  wit  /  and  sobtil  enquerynge 

Ymagined  was  /  by  whom  this  harm  gan  spiynge         889 

^  The  hand  was  knowe  /  that  the  lettre  wroof 

And  all  the  yenym  /  of  this  coised  dede 

But  in  what  wise  /  certeinly  I  noof 

Thefifect  is  this  /  fat  Alia  out  of  drede  893 

HiB  mooder  slow  /  that  may  men  pleynly  rede 

fifor  pat  she  traitoure  was  to  hire  ligeance 

Thus  endeth  olde  Don^gild  with  meschance  896 

The  sorwe  that  this  Alia  /  nyght  and  day 
Maketh  for  his  wyf  /  and  for  his  child  also 
Ther  is  no  tonge  /  that  it  telle  may 
But  now  wol  I  /  vn  to  Custance  go  900 

That  fleteth  in  the  see  /  in  peyne  and  wo 
ffyue  yeer  and  moore  /  as  liked  cristes  sonde 
Er  that  hir  ship  /  approched  vn  to  the  londe  903 

^  Vnder  an  hethen  Castel  /  atte  laste  [\*^  wi 

Of  which  the  name  /  in  my  text  noght  I  fynde 

Custance  /  and  eek  hir  child  /  the  see  vp  caste 

Almyghty  god  /  that  saued  al  mankynde  907 

Haue  on  Custance  /  and  on  hir  child  som  mynde 

That  fallen  is  /  in  hethen  hand  eft  soone 

In  point  to  spille  /  as  I  shal  telle  yow  soone  910 
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f  Doun  fro  the  Castel  /  comth  ther  many  a  wight 

To  gauien  on  this  ship  /  and  on  Custanco 

But  shortly  /  from  the  Castel  /  on  a  nyght 

The  lordes  styward  /  god  yeuo  him  mcschancc  914 

A  theef  /  that  hadde  reneyed  oure  creance 

Came  in  to  the  ship  allone  /  and  scydo  he  sholde 

Hir  lemman  be  /  whor  so  she  woldo  or  noldo  917 

f  Wo  was  this  wrecched  womman  tho  bigon 

Hir  child  cride  /  and  she  cride  pitously 

But  blisfiil  Marie  /  heelp  hire  right  anon 

flfor  with  hir  struglyng*  wcl  and  myghtily  921 

The  theef  fil  ouer  bord  /  al  sodeynly 

And  in  the  see  /  he  dreynte  for  vengeance 

And  thus  hath  crist*  vnwommod  kept  Custanco  924 

Ofoule  lust  of  luxuric  /  lo  thyn  cnde  Aurtor. 

Nat  oonly/  that  thou  feyntest  maitnes  mynde  ^^'/iT*'* 
But  verraily  /  thou  wolt  his  body  shcnde 
Thende  of  thy  werk*  or  of  thy  luates  blyndo  928 

Is  coTwpleynyng*  hou  many  oon  may  men  fyndo 
That  noght  for  werk  som  tynie  /  but  for  thcntente 
To  doon  this  synno  /  been  outlier  slayn  or  shonto  931 

How  may  this  wayke  wo?ninan  /  ban  this  strongtho 

Hire  to  defende  /  agayn  this  rcnogat* 

O  Golias  /  vnmosuniblo  of  longtho 

Hou  myghte  Dauid  /  make  thoe  so  maat*  935 

So  yong*  and  of  Armure  so  doRolaat 

Hou  dorste  he  looke  /  vp  on  thy  droilfnl  face 

Wei  may  men  seen  /  it  nas  but  go<ld('s  gnice  938 

Who  yaf  ludith  /  coragc  or  hartiynosse 

To  sleen  hym  Olofernf*  /  in  his  tonte 

And  to  deliueron  /  out  of  wrocrhednosso 

The  peple  of  god  /  I  scye  for  this  entente  942 
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That  rig^t  as  god  /  spirit  of  vigour  sente 

To  hem  /  and  saued  hem  /  out  of  meschance 

So  sente  he  myght*  and  vigour  to  Custance  945 

^  fforth  gooth  hir  ship  /thurgh  out  the  narwe  mouth  pr  64.  bk] 

Of  lubaltaie  and  Septe  dryuynge  alway 

Som  tyme  Wesf  and  som  tyme  Korth  and  South 

And  som  tyme  est*  ful  many  a  wery  day  949 

Til  cristes  mooder  /  blessed  be  she  ay 

Hath  shapen  /  thuigh  hir  endelees  goodnesse 

To  make  an  ende  /  of  al  hir  heuynesse  952 

Now  lat  vs  stynte  /  of  Custance  but  a  throwe 
And  speke  we  /  of  the  Eomayn  Emperour 
That  out  of  Surrye  /  hath  by  lettres  knowe 
The  slaughtre  of  cristen  folk  /  and  dishonour  956 

Doon  to  his  doghtcr  /  by  a  feds  traytour 
I  mcne  /  the  cursed  wikked  Sowdanesse 
That  at  the  feeste  /  leet  sleen  both  moore  and  lesse        959 

flfor  which  this  Empcrour  /  hath  sent  anon 

His  senatour  /  with  roial  ordinance 

And  othere  lordes  /  god  woot  many  oon 

On  Surry  ens  /  to  taken  heigli  vengeance  9G3 

They  brennen  /  sleen  /  and  brynge  hem  to  meschance 

Ful  many  a  day  /  but  shortly  /  this  is  thende 

Homward  to  Rome  /  they  shapen  hem  to  wendo  9G6 

%  This  senatour  /  rcpaireth  with  victorio 

To  Rome  wardi  saillynge  ful  Roially 

And  mette  the  ship  dryuynge  /  as  seith  the  stone 

In  which  Custance  /  sit  ful  pitously  970 

No  thyng  knew  he  /  what  she  was  /  ne  why  ? 

She  was  in  swich  array  /  no  she  nyl  seye/ 

Of  hire  estaaf  thogh  she  sholde  deye  973 
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He  bryngeth  hire  to  Borne  /  and  to  his  vryf/ 

He  yaf  hire  /  and  hir  yonge  sone  also 

And  with  the  senatour  /  she  ladde  hir  lyf< 

Thus  kan  oure  lady  /  bryngen  out  of  wo  977 

Woful  Custance  /  and  many  another  mo 

And  longe  tymo  /  dwelled  she  in  that  place 

In  hooly  werkcs  euoro  /  as  was  liir  grace  980 

The  senatours  wyf  /  hir  Aunte  was 

But  for  all  that*  she  knew  hire  nouer  the  mooro 

I  wol  no  lenger  /  tarien  in  this  cas 

But  to  kyng  Alia  /  which  I  spake  of  yoore  984 

That  wopeth  for  his  wyf  /  and  siketh  soore 

I  wol  retoume  /  and  lete  I  wol  Custance 

Vnder  /  the  Senatours  gouemance  987 

Kyng  Alia  /  which  that  hadde  his  mooder  slayn  [leaf  <u] 
Vp  on  a  day  fil  in  swich  repentance 
That  if  I  /  shortly  /  tellen  shal  and  playn 
To  Rome  he  comth  /  to  receyuen  his  penance  991 

And  putte  hym  /  in  tho  p(>iH?8  onli nance 
In  heigli  and  logh  /  and  Ili/'^ni  crisl  bis(»ghU^ 
flbryeue  /  hise  wikked  workew  Jx/t  he  wroghtn  994 

If  Tlie  fame  anon  /  thur^jh  out  tho  toun  is  lK)rn 

How  Alia  kyng  /  shal  conu'U  on  pilgrymago 

By  herlHirgeours  /  that  wenton  liyin  hifoni 

flfor  which  /  the  Senatour  /  as  was  vaage  998 

Boml  hym  agayns  /  and  many  of  his  lynage 

Ab  wel  to  shewen  /  his  lioighe  magiiitici>nce 

As  to  doou  /  any  kyng  a  rt'uerenco  1001 

%  Greet  checrc  /  dooth  this  noble  Senatour 

To  kyng  Alia  /  and  he  to  hym  also 

Eucrich  of  hum  /  dooth  t>other  givi't  honour 

And  so  bifcl  /  that  in  with  a  day  (»r  two  l^^O.^ 
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I  pray  yow  alle  /  my  labour  to  release 

I  may  nat  telle  liir  wo  /  vn  til  to  morwe 

I  am  80  weiy  /  for  to  speke  of  sorwe  1Q71 


But  finally  /  whan  that  the  sotlie  is  wist  [Meg] 

That  AUa  giltlees  /  was  of  hir  wo 

I  trowe  /  an  hundred  tymes  /  been  they  kist* 

And  swich  a  blisse  /  is  ther  bitwix  hem  two  1076 

That  saue  the  ioye  /  that  lasteth  eueremo 

Ther  is  noon  lyk  /  that  any  creature 

Hath  seyn  or  /  shal  /  whil  fat  the  world  may  dure     1078 

Tho  pfeyde  she  hir  housbonde  mekely 

In  relief  /  of  hir  longe  pitous  pyne 

That  he  wolde  preye  /  hir  fader  specially 

That  of  his  magestee  /  he  wolde  enclyne  1082 

To  vouche  sauf  /  som  day  wit^  hym  to  dyne 

She  preyde  hym  eek  /  he  wolde  by  no  weye 

Vn  to  hir  fader  /  no  word  of  hire  seye  1085 

If  Som  men  wold  seyn  /  how  fat  the  child  Maurice 

Dooth  this  Message  /  vn  to  this  Emperour 

But  as  I  gesse  /  AUa  was  nat  so  nyce 

To  hym  that  was  /  of  so  souereyn  honowr  1089 

As  he  that  is  /  of  cristen  folk  the  flour 

Sente  any  child  /  but  it  is  bet  to  deeme 

He  wente  hym  self  /  and  so  it  may  wel  seeme  1092 

IT  This  Emperour  /  hath  graunted  gentilly 

To  come  to  dyner  /  as  he  hym  bisoughte 

And  wel  rede  I  /  he  looked  bisily 

Vp  on  this  child  /  and  on  his  doghter  thoghte  1096 

Alia  goth  to  his  In  /  and  as  him  oghte 

Arrayed  for  this  feste  /  in  euery  wise 

As  ferforth  /  as  his  konnyng*  may  suffise  1099 
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If  The  morwe  cam  /  and  Alia  gan  hym  dresse 

And  eek  his  wyf  /  this  Emperour  to  meete 

And  forth  they  lyde  /  in  ioye  and  in  gladnesse 

And  whan  she  saugh  /  hir  fader  in  the  strete  1103 

She  lighte  donn  /  and  falleth  hym  to  feete 

£GEuier  quod  she  /  youre  yonge  child  Custance 

Is  now  ful  dene  /  out  of  youre  remembrance  1106 

I  am  youre  doghter  /  Custance  quod  she 

That  whilom  /  ye  han  sent  /  vn  to  Surrye 

It  am  I  fader  /  that  in  the  salte  see 

Was  put  allone  /  and  dampned  for  to  dye  1110 

Now  goode  fader  /  mercy  I  yow  crye 

Sende  me  namoore  /  vn  to  noon  hethenesse 

But  thonketh  my  lord  heere  /  of  his  kyndenesse  1113 

If  Who  kan  /  the  pitous  ioye  /  tellen  al  pear  66,  t»ck] 

Bitwixe  hem  thre  /  syn  they  been  thus  ymette 

Bat  of  my  tale  /  make  an  ende  I  shal 

The  day  goth  faste  /  I  wol  no  lenger  lette  1117 

This  glade  folk  /  to  dyner  they  hem  sette 

In  ioye  and  blisse  /  at  mete  I  lete  hem  dwelle 

A  thousand  foold  /  wel  moore  than  I  kan  telle  1120 

IT  This  child  Maurice  /  was  sithen  Empcrour 

Maad  by  the  pope  /  and  lyued  cristenly 

To  cristes  chirche  /  he  dide  greet*  honour 

But  I  lete  all  his  storie  passen  by  1124 

Of  Custance  /  is  my  tale  specially 

In  the  olde  Romane  geestes  /  may  men  fynde 

Maurices  lyf  /  I  here  it  noght  in  mynde  1 127 

IT  This  kyng  Alia  /  whan  ho  his  tyme  say 

With  his  Custance  /  his  hooly  wyf  so  sweete 

To  Engelond  /  been  they  come  the  riglite  way 

Wher  as  they  lyue  /  in  ioye  and  in  quiete  1131 
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But  litel  while  it  lasteth  /  I  yow  heete  iLaUn  mou,  p.  iss.] 

loye  of  thia  world  /  for  tyme  wol  nat  abyde 

ffro  day  to  nyght  /  it  changeth  as  the  tyde  1134 

Who  lyued  euere  /  in  swich  delit  o  day  ZL<uim  note,  p.  las.] 

That  hym  ne  moeued  /  outher  conscience 

Or  Ire  /  or  talents  or  som  kynnes  affiray 

Enuye  /  or  pride  /  or  passion  /  or  offence  1 1 38 

I  ne  seye  but  for  this  ende  this  sentence 

That  Htel  while  in  ioye  /  or  in  plesance 

Lasteth  the  blisse  of  Alia  with  Custance  1141 

ffor  deeth  /  that  taketh  /  of  heigh  and  logh  /  his  rente 

Whan  passed  was  a  yeer  /  euene  as  I  gesse 

Out  of  this  world  /  this  kyng  Alia  he  hente 

For  whom  /  Custance  /  hath  fol  greet  heuynesse         1145 

Now  lat  vs  pray^  to  god  /  his  soule  blesse 

And  dame  Custance  /  finally  to  seye 

Toward  the  toun  of  Home  /  goth  hir  weye  1148 

IF  To  Rome  is  come  /  this  hooly  creature 

And  fyndeth  ^ire  freendes  /  hoolo  and  soundc 

Now  is  she  scaped  /  al  hire  auenture 

And  whan  J^at  she  /  hir  fader  hath  yfounde  1152 

Doun  on  hir  knees  /  fallcth  she  to  grounde 

Wepynge  for  tendrenesse  /  in  herte  blithe 

She  heryeth  god  /  an  hundred  thousand  sithe  1155 

IF  In  vertu  /  and  hooly  almus  dede  [ie«f  67] 

They  lyucn  alle  /  and  neuere  a  sender  wende 

Till  deeth  departed  hem  /  this  lyf  they  lede 

And  fareth  now  weel  /  my  tale  is  at  an  ende  1159 

Now  Ihe^  Crisf  that  of  his  myght  may  sende 

Ioye  after  wo  /  goueme  vs  in  his  grace 

And  kepe  vs  alle  /  that  been  in  this  place  Amen  (S^  1162 

^  Heere  endeth  the  talc  /  of  the  man  of  Lawe  r& 

[Tlie  Wife  of  Bath's  Prologue  follows  in  the  MS.] 
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DRAWINGS  OF  THE  23  TELLERS 


OF    THE 


24  CANTEEBURY  TALES, 


COPIED  FROM  THE  ELLESMERE  MS, 


AND   CUT  ON  WOOD, 


BY 


^r  M.  f^.  f^ooper^ 


In  this  firgt  isme,  1871,  only  14  of  the  Cuts  are  given. 
The  other  10  icUl  follow  in  1872.  When  the  print  of  each 
MS  is  houndy  the  cut  of  eadi  Teller  of  a  Tale  can  he  put 
at  the  beginning  of  his  Tale,  as  in  the  Ellesmere  MS,  or 

* 

by  his  description  in  the  General  Prologue^  to  contrast  the 

m 

artists  hand  with  the  poePs ;  or,  all  the  cuts  can  be  put 
together  before  or  after  the  Prologue,  or  at  the  end  of  the 
volume  {as  not  part  of  the  MS),  according  to  the  fancy 
of  each  Member, 


U  In  Enk,*nd  probnblf  bjnlatnlu 


THK    MILLERB. 


THE  aouoNoua 


TUB    CLKltK    or    UXKNtVtir. 


GROUP  D.   FEAGMENT  V. 

§  1.    WIFE  OF  BATH'S  PREAMBLK 


ELLESMESE  MS. 


t  The  Prologe  /  of  the  Wyues  tale  of  Bathe  fft 


Experience  /  though  noon  Auctoritee 
Were  in  this  world  /  were  right  ynogh  to  me 
To  speke  of  wo  /  that  is  in  manage 
fFor  lonlynges  /  sith  I  .xij.  yeer  was  of  Age 
Tthonked  be  god  /  that  is  eteme  on  lyue 
Housbondes  at  chirche  dore  I  haue  had  fyue 
ffor  I  so  ofte  /  haue  ywedded  bee 
And  alio  /  were  worthy  men  in  hir  degree 
But  me  was  toold  certeyn  /  nat  longo  agoon  is 
That  sith  that  Crist*  no  wentc  neu(»ro  but  onis 
To  weddyng*  in  the  Cane  of  Galilee 
By  the  same  /  ensample  /  thoughte  mo 
That  I  ne  sholde  /  wodded  be  but  ones 
Herkne  eok  /  which  a  sharpe  word  for  the  nones 
Beside  a  welle  /  Ih<'<ms  god  and  man 
Spak  /  in  repreeue  of  the  Samaritan 
Thou  hast  yhad  /  fyue  housbondes  quod  he 
And  that  man  /  the  which  pat  hath  now  thee 
Is  noght  thyn  housbonde  /  thus  seyde  he  certeyn 
What  that  he  mcnte  ther  by  /  I  kan  nat  seyn 
But  J>(it  I  axe  /  why  that  the  lifthe  man 
Was  noon  housbonde  to  the  Samaritan 
How  manye  /  myghto  she  haue  in  manage 
Yet  herde  I  neu^re  tellon  in  myn  ago 

15  BLLESMERE    107   (0-T.  33i) 


8 


i  InCanaOalllM 


12 


Y  Qai  enlM  i 
lull  «d  nopelM  / 
docoit  mauH  mm 

mibtBdiUK 


16 


20 


^  Nnn  Mt  rinnri 
num^nw 
24    difflnilutt 


qnU  ueeundum 
Panluw/Qui 
hotentvxoTM  sio 
•int  tanqMom  non 
hftbentM 

f  CreMlte* 
malUpUaunlnl 


335  SIX-TEXT 

168    GROUP  D.    §1.    wife's  PREAMBLE.    £11681X1616  MS. 

Ypon  this  nombie  diffiniciotin 

Men  may  deuyne  /  and  glosen  vp  and  doiin 

But  wel  I  woot*  expres  witli-oute  lye 

Grod  bad  ys  /  for  to  wexe  and  multiplye 

That  gentil  text*  kan  I  [wel]  vnderstonde 

Eek  wel  I  woof  he  seyde  myn  housbonde 

Sholde  lete  &deT  and  mooder  /  and  take  me 

But  of  no  nombre  /  mencion)  made  he 

Of  bigamye  /  or  of  Octogamye 

Why  sholde  men  /  speke  of  it  vileynye 

H  Lo  heere  /  the  wise  kyng*  dann  Salomon 

I  trowe  /  he  hadde  wyues  /  mo  than  oon 

As  wolde  god  /  it  were  leueful  vn-to  me 

To  be  refresshed  /  half  so  ofbe  as  he 

Which  yifte  of  God  /  hadde  he  /  for  alle  hise  wyuys 


28 


32 


36 


40 


44 


YSiftutoM  non 

continent/ 

unbant/ 


YQModsidonnle- 
ritvlreiiwlitMrata 
mt/ctti  Tultnobst 
in  Domino 
^  Si  aooeperis 
vxorem  non 
peocasti  /  et  si 
napserit  rirgo 
non  peccaolt/  let 
hy  qui  domino  ae 
vouernnt  Ita 
Idem  ko 
%  Melius  eit 
ntibere  quam  vii 
^  Luneth  qui 
pr/mte«  intronit 
bi^miam  / 
aanfculnarius  & 
horatdda  est  &c. 
^  Abraliam 
triffamoa 
Y  lacob  quatri* 
gamoa 


48 


No  man  hath  swich  /  pat  in  this  world  alyue  is 

God  woot  /  this  noble  kyng*  as  to  my  wit 

The  firste  nyght*  had  many  a  myrie  fit 

With  ech  of  hem  /  so  wel  was  hym  on  Ijrue 

Yblessed  be  god  /  that  I  haue  wedded  fyue 

Welcome  the  sixte  /  whan  that  eu^re  he  shal 

ffor  sothe  /  I  wol  nat  kepe  me  chaast  in  al 

Whan  myn  housbonde  /  is  fro  the  world  ygon 

Som  cristen  man  /  shal  wedde  me  anon 

ffor  thanne  /  thapostle  seith  /  I  am  free 

To  wedde  a  goddes  half*  where  ^it  liketh^  me  i^^onanerantre^ 

He  seith  /  to  be  wedded  /  is  no  synne 

Bet  is  /  to  be  wedded  /  than  to  brynne 

What  rekketh  me  /  thogh  folk  seye  vileynye 

Of  shrewed  lameth  /  and  of  bigamye 

I  woot  wol  /  Abraham  /  was  an  hooly  man 

And  lacob  eek*  /as  ferforth  as  I  kan 

And  ech  of  horn  /  hadde  wyues  mo  than  two 

And  many  another  man  Also 

Whanno  saugh  ye  euere  /  in  [any]  manere  Age 

That  hyo  god  /  defended  mariage 
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56 


60 


336   SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  D.  §  L  wife's  preamble.  Ellesmere  M&   169 

By  exprcs  word  / 1  pray  you  telleth  me 

Or  where  /  comandcd  he  virginitee 

I  woot  as  wel  as  ye  /  it  is  no  drcde 

Whan  thapostel  /  spcketh  of  maydenhede  64 

He  seyde  /  that  pr<;cept*  ther-of  hadde  he  noon 

Men  may  consoille  /  a  womman  to  been  oon 

But  conseill}iig<  is  nat  comandement* 

He  putte  it*  in  ouro  oweno  luggement*  68 

ffor  hadde  god  /  comandcd  maydenhede 

Thanne  hadde  he  dampncd  weddyng*  with  the  dedo 

And  certein  /  if  thcr  were  /  no  seed  y-sowe 

Virginitee  /  whor-of  tlianiie  sholde  it  growe  72 

Poul  /  ne  dorste  nat  /  comanden  atte  leeste 

A  thyng*  of  which  his  maister  yaf  noon  heesto 

The  dart  is  set  vp  /  of  ^drginitee 

Cacche  who  so  may  /  who  renneth  best  kt  see  76 

V  But  this  word  /  is  nat  taken  of  euery  wight 

But  ther  /  as  god  lust*  gyue  it  of  his  myghf 

I  woot  wel  /  the  Apostel  was  a  mayde 

But  nathelees  /  thogh  /  that  he  wrout  and  sayde 

He  wolde  /  fat  euery  wight  /  were  swich  as  he 

Al  nys  /  but  conseil  to  virginitee 

And  for  to  been  a  wvf  /  lie  vaf  me  leue 

Of  Indulgence  /  so  it  is  no  ivpreue  84 

To  wedde  me  /  if  my  make  dye 

With  outen  /  excepcioiD  of  Bigamye 

Al  were  it  good  /  no  womman  for  to  toucho 

He  mente  /  as  in  his  bed  /  or  in  his  couche 

ffor  peril  is  /  bo  the  fyr  and  tow  tassemble 

Ye  knowe  /  wliat  this  ensample  may  resemble 

This  is  al  and  som  /  that  virginitee 

Moort'  profitt^th  /  than  weddyng  /  in  freletee  92 

fl'reeltee  ch'pt*  I  /  but  if  that  he 'and  she 

WoUle  lede  /  ul  liir  lyf  in  chastiteo 

IT  I  graunte  it  wel  /  I  haue  noon  envio 

Thogh  maydenhede  pn  ferre  Bigamye  96 
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f  PauliMtltto 
▼irginibM  / 
prfreptuM  turn 
habtol  oonsiliUM 
mattm  do  ftc«<cra 
^  Inuitat  ad 
curMUM  tenet  In 
manu  vlndnltatlB 
bnaliiM  q«l 
pot«*tcmpn«/ 
capiat  t  cetera 


80 

PcAfeS]   TVoloanteni 
oin  Nc*  hoMiiiea 
eMe  iilcut  nia 
Ipfam 


T  Bonn*  ect 
li(Wii«l/inuii«ra« 
88   iioataiigfrv 


339   SIX-TEXT 

172  GROUP  I).  §  L  wife's  preamble.  EUesmere  MS. 

f  fu»viridU!git«  ^  Abyde  quod  she  /  my  tale  is  nat  bigonne 
Kay  /  thou  shalt  drynken  of  another  tonne 
Er  that  I  go  /  shal  sauoure  wors  than  Ale 
And  whan  pat  I  /  haue  toold  forth  my  tale  172 

Of  tribulacion)  /  that  is  in  manage 
Of  which  /  I  am  expert*  in  al  mjTi  age 
This  to  seyn  /  my  self*  haue  been  the  whippe 
Than  maystow  chese  /  wheither  thou  wolt  sipjje  176 

Of  that  tonne  /  that  I  shal  abroche  [leaf  6b] 

Be  war  of  it/  er  thou  to  ny  approche 
ffor  I  shal  tell  ensamples  /  mo  than  ten 
Who  so  /  fat  wol  nat  be  war  /  by  othere  men  180 

By  hym  /  shul  othere  men  corrected  be 
The  same  wordes  /  writeth  Protholomee 
Eede  it  in  his  Almageste  /  and  take  it  there 
IF  Dame  /  I  wolde  praye  /  if  youre  wyl  it  were  184 

Seyde  this  Pardoner  /  as  ye  bigan 
Telle  forth  youre  tale  /  spareth  for  no  man 
And  teche  vs  yonge  men  /  of  youre  praktike 
IF  Gladly  sires  /  sith  it  may  yow  like  188 

But  yet  I  praye  /  to  al  this  compaignye 
If  that  I  speke  /  after  my  fantasye 
As  taketh  not  agrief  /  that  I  seye 
ffor  myn  entente  /  is  but  for  to  pleye  192 

5  Bihooidhcwr      "IVT^^^  ®^^  /  ^^^  ^^^  "^  ^^®  forth  my  tale 

•mied  hir  .lu-      -^^    -A.s  euere  /  moote  I  drynken  wyn  or  Ale 

whicheweregoode  I  shal  scye  sooth  /  of  tho  housboiides  fat  I  liadde 

o  emen  ^  ^j^^  ^^  j^^^  YTevQ  goode  /  and  two  were  badde  196 

The  thre  men  /  were  goode  /  and  riche  /  and  olde 

Vnnetho  /  myghte  they  /  the  statut  lioldo 
•J  lerephancUs      In  which  /  that  they  were  /  bounden  vn-to  me 
Atheiiiencinm  /     Ye  woot  wel  /  what  I  mcene  of  this  pardeo  200 

eicute  BorUcioNe    As  help  me  god  /  I  laugho  whan  I  thynke 

How  pitously  /  anyghf  I  made  hem  swyuke 

And  by  my  fey  /  I  tolde  of  it  no  stoor 

They  had  me  yeuen  hir  gold/  and  liir  tresoor  204 
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340  SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  I).  §  L  wife's  FBBAifBLE.  Ellesmere  MS.  173 

Me  neded  nat  /  do  longer  diligence 

To  Wynne  hir  loue  /  or  doon  hem  reuarence 

They  loued  me  so  wel  /  by  god  aboue 

That  I  ne  tolde  /  no  deyntee  of  hir  loue  208 

A  wys  womman  /  wol  sette  hire  euere  in  oon 

To  gete  hire  loue  /  thcr  as  she  hath  noon 

But  sith  I  hadde  hem  /  hoolly  in  myn  bond 

And  sith  /  they  hadde  /  me  yeuen  all  hir  lond  212 

What  sholde  I  taken  hecde  /  hem  for  to  plese 

But  it  were  /  for  my  profit*  and  myn  ese 

I  sette  hem  so  a  werk  /  by  my  fey 

That  many  a  nyght*  they  songen  weilawey  216 

The  bacon)  /  was  nat  fet*  for  hem  I  trowe 

That  som  men  ban  /  in  Essex^  at  Dunmowe 

I  gou^med  hem  /  so  wel  after  my  lawe 

That  ech  of  hem  /  was  ful  blisful  and  iawe  220 

To  brynge  me  /  gaye  thynges  /  fro  the  ffayre 

They  were  ful  glad  /  whan  I  spak  to  hem  faire 

ffor  god  it  woot  /  I  chidde  hem  spitously 

V  Now  herkneth  /  hou  I  baar  me  proprely  224 
Ye  wise  wyues  /  that  kan  vnderstonde  [Imt  6b,  bMk] 
IT  Thus  shul  ye  speke  /  and  beren  hem  on  honde 

ffor  half  80  boldely  /  kan  ther  no  man 

Swere  and  lye  /  as  kan  a  womman  228 

I  sey  nat  this  /  by  wyues  fat  been  wyse 

But  if  it  be  /  whan  they  hem  mysauyso 

A  wys  wyf  /  if  that  she  kan  hir  good 

Shal  here  hym  on  bond  /  the  Cow  is  wood  232 

And  take  witnesse  /  of  hir  owene  mayde 

Of  hir  assent*  but  herkneth  how  I  sayde 

V  Sire  olde  kaynard  /  is  this  thyn  array 

Why  is  /  my  neighebores  wyf  so  gay  236 

She  IB  honoured  /  oner  al  ther  she  gooth 

I  sitte  at  boom  /  I  haue  no  thrifty  clootb 

What  dostow  /  at  my  neighebores  hous 

la  she  so  fair  /  artow  so  amorous  240 

ELLESMERE   173   (S-T.  84(») 


341 

174  obovfD.  §L  wipe's  fruhblh. 

What  lowne  ye  vHh  oore  majrde  benedicite 

Sire  olds  lecchoor  /  lat  thy  lapes  be 

And  if  I  hane  /  a  gossib  or  a  freend 

Witli-onten  gilt^  thoa  chideat  as  a  feend 

If  that  I  valke  /  or  pleye  To-to  his  bona 

Thoa  aomeat  hoom  /  as  dronken  aa  a  Mous 

And  pracbest  on  thy  bench  /  witb  yuel  preef 

Thoa  Boiat  to  me  /  it  ia  a  greet  meacbief 

To  vedde  a  ponre  womman  for  coetage 

And  if  Bhe  be  riche  /  and  of  heigll  parage 

TLanne  eeistow  /  it  ie  a  tormentrie 

To  so&«n  hire  pride  /  and  hire  molencolie 

And  if  that  she  be  fair  /  thoa  verray  kuaue 

Tboa  Beysf  that  euery  bolour  wol  him  haue 

Sbe  may  no  while  /  in  cbastitee  abyde 

^lat  is  aasailled  /  vp-on  ecb  a  syde 

IT  Thou  Beyst'  that  Bom  folk  /  desiren  va  /  for 

Somme  for  oare  shape  /  aoinme  for  ourc  faimesse 

And  Bom  /  for  she  kan  syoge  and  daunce 

And  8om  for  gentillesse  /  and  som  for  daliatmce 

Som  for  hir  bandes  /  and  hir  Armes  smale 

Thus  goth  al  to  the  dcael  /  by  thy  tale 

Thoa  eeyaf  men  may  nat  kepe  a  Casti^l  wal 

It  may  so  longe  /  assailled  been  oaer  al 

^  And  if  that'  she  be  foal  /  thoa  aeiat  that  she 

Ckmeiteth  eaery  man  /  that  ahe  may  se 

ffoT  sa  a  epaynel  /  she  wol  on  hym  lepe 

Til  )iot  ahe  fynde  /  aom  man  hirn  to  chepe 

Ke  noon  ao  grey  goes  gooth  in  the  lake 

Aa  seistow  /  wol  been  with-oute  make 

And  Boysf  it  is  an  hard  thyng*  for  to  wclde 

A  thyng*  ^at  no  man  wolc  hia  thunkes  heldo 

Thus  aeistow  lorel  /  whan  tbow  goosf  to  beddo 

And  ^at  no  wys  man  /  nedetb  for  to  wedde 

If  e  no  man  /  that  entendeth  vn-to  heuene 

With  wilde  thonder  dynf  and  firy  leaene 

KLLESMEB2    174  (S-T.  31l) 


342   SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  B.  §  L  wife's  preamble.  Ellesmere  M8.  175 

Moote  /  thy  welked  nekke  be  to-broke 

IF  Thow  seysf  that  droppyng  houses  /  and  eek  smoke 

And  chidyng*  wyues  /  maken  men  to  flee 

Out  of  hir  owene  houses  /  a  benedicitee  280 

What  eyleth  /  swich  an  old  man  for  to  chide 

V  Thow  seyst*  fat  we  wyues  /  wol  oure  vices  hide 

Til  we  be  fast*  and  thanne  we  wol  hem  shewe 

Wei  may  that  be  /  a  prouerbe  of  a  shrewe  284 

IT  Thou  seisf  fat  Oxen  /  Asses  /  hors  /  and  houndos 

They  been  assayd  /  at  diuerse  stoundes 

Bacyns  /  lauours  /  er  that  men  hem  bye 

Spoones  and  stooles  /  and  al  swich  housbondrye  288 

And  so  been  /  pottes  clothes  /  and  array 

But  folk*  of  wyues  /  maken  noon  assay 

Til  they  be  wedded  /  olde  dotard  shrewe 

Thanne  seistow  /  we  wol  oure  vices  shewe  292 

IF  Thou  seist*  also  /  that  it  displeseth  me 

But  if  that  thou  /  wolt  preyse  my  beautee 

And  but  thou  poure  alwey  /  vp-on  my  face 

And  clepe  me  faire  dame  in  euery  place  296 

And  but  thou  make  a  feeste  /  on  thilke  day 

That  I  was  bom  /  and  make  me  fressti  and  gay 

And  but  thou  do  /  to  my  norice  honour 

And  to  my  chambrere  /  wiih-Inne  my  hour  300 

And  to  my  fadres  folk  /  and  hise  allyes 

Thus  seistow  /  olde  barel  ful  of  lyes 

H  And  yef  of  oure  App?'entice  /  lanekyn  5  Kt  procan 

ffor  his  crispe  heer  /  shynynge  as  gold  so  fyn  304  c«ura 

And  for  he  squiereth  me  /  bothe  vp  and  doun 

Yet  hastow  caught*  a  fals  suspecioun 

I  wol  hym  noght  /  tbogh  thou  were  deed  tomorwe 

IF  But  tel  me  /  wliy  hydestow  witli  sorwe  308 

The  keyes  of  my  cheste  /  awey  fro  me 

It  is  my  good  /  as  wel  as  thyn  pardee 

What  wenestow  /  to  make  an  ydiof  of  oure  dame 

Now  by  that  lord  /  that  called  is  seint  lame  312 
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343   SIX-TEXT 

176   GBOUP  D.  §  L  wife's  pbbambls.  Ellesmere  MS. 

Thou  shalt  nat  bothe  /  thogli  thou  were  wood 

Be  maister  /  of  my  body  /  and  of  my  good 

That  oon  thou  shalt  forgo  /  maugree  thyne  eyen 

What  nedeth  thee  /  of  me  /  to  enquere  or  spyen  316 

I  trowe  /  thou  woldesf  loke  me  in  thy  chiste 

Thou  sholdest  seye  /  wyf  go  wher  thee  listo 

Taak  youre  disport*  I  wol  leue  no  talys 

I  knowe  yow  /  for  a  trewe  wyf  dame  Alys  320 

We  loue  no  man  /  that  taketh  kepe  /  or  charge    Deaf  to,  bMk] 

Wher  that  we  goon  /  we  wol  hen  at  our  large 

H  Of  alle  men  /  blessed  moot  he  be 

The  wise  Astrologien  /  Daun  Protholome  324 

That  scith  tliis  prouerbe  /  in  his  Almageste 

Of  alle  men  /  his  wysdom  is  the  hyeste 

That  rekketh  neuere  /  who  hath  the  world  in  hondo 

By  this  prouerbe  /  thou  shalt  vnderstonde  328 

Haue  thou  ynogh  /  what  thar  thee  recche  or  care 

How  myrily  /  that  othere  folkes  fare   . 

ffor  certeyn  /  olde  dotard  by  youre  leue 

Ye  shul  haue  queynte  /  right  ynogh  at  eue  332 

He  is  to  greet  a  nygard  /  that  wolde  weme 

A  man  /  to  lighte  his  candle  at  his  lantcme 

He  shal  haue  /  neuer  the  lasse  light  pardeo 

Haue  thou  ynogh  /  thee  thar  nat  plcyne  thee  336 

IF  Thou  seyst  also  /  }pai  if  we  make  vs  gay 

With  clothyng*  and  with  precious  array 

That*  it  is  penl  of  oure  chastitee 

And  yet  with  sorwe  /  thou  most  enforce  thee  340 

And  seye  thise  wordes  /  in  the  Apostles  name 

In  habit  maad  /  with  chastitee  and  shame 

Ye  wommen  /  shul  apparaille  yow  quod  he 

And  noght*  in  tressed  hcer  /  and  gay  perree  344 

As  perles  /  ne  with  gold  /  ne  clothes  riche 

After  thy  text*  ne  after  thy  Rubriche 

I  wol  nat  wirche  /  as  muchel  as  a  gnat* 

IF  Thou  seydest  this  /  that  I  was  lyk*  a  Cat*  348 
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344  SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  D.  §  L  wife's  pbeamblb.  EUesmere  MS.  177 


ffor  who  80  wolde  /  senge  a  Cattes  skyn 

Thanne  wolde  the  Cat*  wel  dwellen  in  his  In 

And  if  the  Cattes  skyn  /  he  slyk  and  gay 

She  wol  nat  dwelle  in  house  /  half  a  day 

But  forth  she  wole  /  er  any  day  he  dawed 

To  shewe  hir  skyn  /  and  goon  a  Caterwawed 

This  is  to  seye  /  if  I  he  gay  sire  shrewe 

I  wol  reone  out  /  my  horel  for  to  shewe 

IT  Sire  olde  fool  /  what  eyleth  thee  to  spyen 

Thogh  thou  preye  Argus  /  wit^  hise  hundred  eyen 

To  he  my  wardecors  /  as  he  kan  hest/ 

In  feith  /  he  shal  nat  kepe  me  hut  lest* 

Yet  koude  I  make  his  herd  /  so  moot  I  thee 

IT  Thou  seydest  eek  /  that  ther  heen  thynges  thro 

The  whiche  thynges  /  trouhlen  al  this  erthe 

And  pat  no  wight  /  may  endure  the  ferthe 

0  leeue  she  shrewe  /  I^esu  /  shorte  thy  lyf  / 

Yet  prechcstow  /  and  seyst  and  hateful  wyf* 

Yrekened  is  /  for  oon  of  thise  ineschances 

Been  ther  none  otherc  resemblances 

That  ye  may  likne  /  youre  parables  to 

But  if/  a  sely  vryf  /  bo  oon  of  tho 

H  Thou  liknesf  wommenes  loue  to  helle 

To  bareyne  lond  /  ther  water  may  nat  dwelle 

V  Thou  liknest  it  also  /  to  wilde  f}T 

The  moore  it  brenneth  /  tlie  moore  it  hath  desir 

To  consumen  eucry  thyng*  J>«t  brent  wole  be 

Thou  seyst* .  right  as  wormes  shcudcth  a  tree 

Kight  so  a  w}'f/  destroy c*th  hire  housbond 

This  kiiowe  they  /  that  boen  to  wyucs  bonde 

LOrdynges  /  right  thus  /  as  ye  hauo  vnderstondo 
Baar  I  stifly  /  myne  olde  housbondes  on  honde 
That  thus  they  scyihm  /  in  hir  dronkenesse 
And  al  was  fals  /  but  that  I  took  witnesse 
( )n  lanekyn  /  and  on  my  Xece  also 
0  lord  /  the  peyiie  I  diilc  hem  /  and  the  wo 
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345   8IX-TEXT 

178  GROUP  D.  §  L  wife's  prkamble.  EUetmere  MS. 

£ful  giltlees  /  by  goddes  sweete  pyne 

fifor  as  an  hors  /  I  koude  byte  and  whyne 

1  koude  pleyne  /  tliogH  I  wore  in  the  gilt* 

Or  elles  /  often  tyme  /  hadde  I  been  spilt*  388 

Who  so  comth  first  to  Mills  /  first  grynt 

I  pleyned  first  /  so  was  onre  werre  y-stynt* 

They  were  ful  glad  /  to  excusen  hem  blyue 

Of  thyng  /  of  which  they  neuere  agilto  hir  lyue  392 

IF  Of  wenches  /  wolde  I  beren  hyni  on  honde 

Whan  that  for  syk*  ynnethes  myghte  he  stonde 

Yet  tikled  it  his  herte  /  for  that  he 

Wende  /  fat  I  hadde  of  hym  so  greet  chiertee  396 

I  swoor  /  pat  al  my  walkynge  out  by  nyghte 

Was  /  for  tespye  wenches  fat  he  dighte 

Ynder  that  colour  /  hadde  I  many  a  myrthe 

ffor  al  swich  thyng*  was  yeuen  vs  in  oure  byrthe  400 

Deceite  /  wepyng*  spynnyng*  god  hath  yeue 

To  wommen  kyndely  /  whil  that  they  may  lyue 

And  thus  /  of  o  thyng*  I  auaunte  me 

Atte  ende  /  I  hadde  the  bettre  in  ech  degree  404 

By  sicighte  /  or  force  /  or  by  som  maner  thyng* 

As  by  continueel  murmure  or  gnicchyng* 

Namely  /  abedde  /  hadden  they  meschauiice 

Ther  wolde  I  chide  /  and  do  hem  no  plesaunce  408 

I  wolde  /  no  lenger  in  the  bed  abyde 

K  that  I  felte  his  Arm  ouer  my  syde 

Til  he  /  had  maad  /  his  raunsou)  yn-to  me 

Thanne  wolde  I  sufifre  hym  /  do  his  nycetee  412 

And  ther-fore  /  euery  man  /  this  tale  I  telle 

Wynne  who  so  may  /  for  al  is  for  to  selle 

With  empty  hand  /  men  may  none  haukes  lure 

fifor  wynnyng*  wolde  I  al  his  lust  endure  416 

And  make  me  /  a  feyned  appetit/  ixe^ii.xmck} 

And  yet*  in  bacon)  /  hadde  I  neuere  delif 

That  made  me  /  that  euere  I  wolde  hem  chide 

ffor  thogh  the  pope  /  hadde  seten  hem  biside  420 
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346   SIX-TEXT 

oBoup  B.  §  1.  wife's  preamble.  EUeniitre  KB.  179 

I  wolde  nat  spare  hem  /  at  liir  owene  bord 

ffor  by  my  trouthe  /  I  quitte  hem  word  for  word 

As  helpe  me  /  venay  god  omnipotent* 

Though  I  right  now  /  sholde  make  my  testament*  424 

I  ne  owe  hem  nat  a  word  /  pat  it  nys  quit 

I  broghte  it  so  aboute  by  my  wit/ 

That  they  moste  yeue  it  vp  /  as  for  the  beste 

Or  elles  /  hadde  we  neuere  been  in  rest  428 

ffor  thogh  he  looked  /  as  a  wood  leon) 

Yet  sholde  he  faille  /  of  his  conclusion) 

H  Thanne  wolde  I  seye  /  goode  lief*  taak  keep« 

How  mekely  /  looketh  Wilkyn  ouro  sheep^  432 

Com  neer  my  spouse  /  lat  me  ba  thy  cheke 

Te  sholde  been  /  al  pacient  and  meke 

And  han  /  a  swcete  spiced  conscience 

Sith  ye  so  prache  /  of  lobes  pacience  436 

Suffreth  alwey  /  syn  ye  so  wel  kan  pr^che 

And  but  ye  do  /  certein  we  shal  yow  teche 

That  it  is  fair  /  to  haue  a  wyf  in  pecs 

Oon  of  vs  two  /  moste  bowen  doutclees  440 

And  sith  a  man  /  is  moore  resonable 

Than  womman  is  /  ye  moste  been  suffrable 

What  eyleth  yow  /  to  gruccho  tlius  and  grone 

Is  it*  for  ye  wolde  haue  my  qucynte  allone  444 

Wy  taak  it  al  /  lo  haue  it  euery  deel 

Peter  I  shrcwe  yow  /  but  ye  loue  it  weel 

ffor  if  I  wolde  /  selle  my  bele  chose 

I  koude  walke  /  as  fressh  as  is  a  rose  448 

But  I  wol  kepe  /  it*  for  youre  owene  tooth 

Ye  be  to  blame  /  by  god  /  I  sey  yow  sooth 

V  Swiche  manere  wordes  hadde  we  on  honde 

Now  wol  I  speken  /  of  my  fourtlie  houabonde  452 

My  fourthe  housbonde  /  was  a  rcMicloiur 
This  is  to  seyn  /  he  hadde  a  p<£/iiniour 
And  I  was  yong*  and  ful  of  rager^'e 
Stiboume  and  strong*  and  ioly  as  a  pye  406 
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347    BIX-TEXT 

180  GROUP  D.  §  1.  wife's  preamble.  Ellesmere  US 

"VVel  koude  I  daiince  /  to  an  harpe  smale 

And  synge  ywis  /  as  any  nyghtyngale 
f  YaicriM.  iifcro.  Whan  I  had  dronke  /  a  draughte  of  sweete  wyn 
MeteiiioB  vxorem  Metellius  /  tho  foule  cherl  the  swyn  460 

■nam  /  eo  quod 

Yinum  bibisMt/     That  with  a  staf  /  birafte  his  wyf  hire  lyf* 
inuremit/  ffoT  she  drank  wyn  /  thogh  I  hadde  been  his  wyf/ 

He  sholde  nat*  han  daunted  me  fro  drynke 
And  after  wyn  /  on  Venus  moste  I  thynke  464 

fifor  al  so  siker./  as  cold  engendreth  hayl  peaf72] 

A  likerous  mouth  /  moste  han  a  likerous  tayl 
In  wommen  vinolent  /  is  no  defence 
This  knowen  lecchours  by  experience  468 

V  But  lord  crist  /  whan  that  it  remembreth  me 
Vp-on  my  yowthe  /  and  on  my  lolitee 
It  tikleth  me  /  aboute  myn  herte  roote 
Vn-to  this  day  /  it  dooth  mjTi  herte  boote  472 

That  I  haue  had  ray  world  /  as  in  my  tyme 
But  Age  alias  /  that  al  wole  enuenyme 
Ilath  me  birafb  /  my  beautee  /  and  my  pith 
Lat  go  fare  wel  /  the  deucl  go  therwith  476 

The  flour  is  goon  /  ther  is  namoore  to  telle 
The  bren  as  I  best  kan  /  now  moste  I  selle 
But  yef  to  be  right  myrie  /  wol  I  fonde 
Now  wol  I  tellen  /  of  my  fourthe  housbonde  480 

IF  I  seye  /  I  hadde  in  herte  greet  despit 
That  he  /  of  any  oother  had  delif 
But  he  was  quit*  by  god  /  and  by  seint  loce 
I  made  hym  /  of  the  same  wode  a  croce  484 

Nat  of  my  body  /  in  no  foul  manere 
But  ce^-tein  /  I  made  folk  swich  cheere 
That  in  his  owene  groce  /  I  made  h}Tn  frye 
ffor  Angre  /  and  for  verray  lalousye  488 

By  god  /  in  erthe  I  was  his  purgatorie 
ffor  which  I  hope  /his  soule  be  in  glorie 
Ifor  god  it  woof  he  sat  ful  ofte  and  song  / 
Whan  J>at  his  shoo  /  fill  bitterly  hym  wrong*  492 
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QBOLP  B.  §  L  WIFE  s  pRR.\)iBLR.  Sll6iiii«re  MB.  181 

Ther  was  no  wigtit*  saue  god  and  he  fat  wiste 

In  many  wise  /  how  soore  I  hvm  twisto 

He  deyde  /  whan  I  cam  fro  lerusalem 

And  lith  ygrane  /  vnder  the  roode  heem  496 

Al  is  his  tombe  /  noght  so  carpus 

As  was  the  sepnlcre  /  of  h3rm  Daryos 

Which  that  Appelles  /  wroghte  sabtilly 

It  nys  bat  wast*  to  bniye  hym  preciously  500 

Lat  hym  fare  wel  /  god  yeue  his  soule  reste 

He  is  now  /  in  his  graue  /  and  in  Ids  cheste 

NOw  /  of  my  fifthe  hoasbonde  wol  I  telle 
God  lete  his  soule  /  neuere  come  in  hoUe  504 

And  yet  was  he  to  me  /  the  mooste  shrcwe 
That  feele  I  /  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rcwe 
And  eucre  shal  /  vn-to  myn  endyng  day 
But  in  oure  bed  /  he  was  /  ful  fressh  and  gay  508 

And  ther-with-al  /  so  wel  koude  he  me  glose 
Whan  that*  he  wolde  han  my  bele  chose 
That  thogh  /  he  hadde  me  bet*  on  euery  bon 
He  koude  wynne  /  agayn  my  loue  anon 
I  trowe  I  loued  hym  best*  for  that  he 
Was  of  his  loue  /  daungerous  to  me 
We  wommen  han  /  if  that  I  shal  nut  lye 
In  this  matere  /  a  queynte  fantasye  51C 

Wayte  what  thyng*  we  may  nat  lightly  hauo 
Ther  after  /  wol  we  crie  /  al  day  and  craue 
fforbede  vs  thyng*  and  that  desiren  we 
Preesse  on  vs  fasto  /  and  thannc  wol  wc  fie  520 

With  daunger  /  oute  we  al  oure  chaffare 
Greet  prees  at  ^larket*  makcth  deere  ware 
And  to  greet  cheepc  /  is  holde  at  liU»l  pn-a 
This  knoweth  /  euery  wo7/?man  that  is  vrys  524 

IT  My  fifthe  housbonde  /  go<l  his  soule  blesso 
Which  pat  1  took  for  loue  /  and  no  richesse 
He  som  tyme  /  was  a  clerk  of  Oxcnfon) 
And  hadde  left  scole  /  and  wenlc  at  hom  to  boni  528 
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349   8IX-TEXT 

182  GROUP  D.  §  L  wife's  prbamblk.  EUeimere  MS. 

With  my  gossib  /  dwellynge  in  onre  toun 

God  haue  hir  soule  /  hir  name  was  Alisoun 

She  knew  myn  herie  /  and  eek  my  pnuetee 

Bet  than  oure  parisshe  pieest*  as  moot  I  thee  533 

To  hire  /  biwreyed  I  /  my  conseil  al 

ffor  hadde  myn  hoosbonde  /  pissed  on  a  wal 

Or  doon  a  thyng*  fat  sholde  han  cost  his  lyf  / 

To  hire  /  and  to  another  worthy  wyf  /  536 

And  to  my  Nece  /  which  fat  I  loued  weel 

I  wolde  han  toold  /  his  conseil  euery  deel 

And  so  I  dide  /  fill  often  god  it  woof 

That  made  his  face  /  ful  often  reed  and  hoot*  540 

ffor  verray  shame  /  and  blamed  hym  self*  for  he  ^ 

Had  toold  to  me  /  so  greet  a  pryuetee 

IT  And  so  bifel  /  that  ones  in  a  lente 

So  often  tymes  /  I  to  my  gossyb  wente  544 

ffor  enere  yet*  I  loued  to  be  gay 

And  for  to  walke  /  in  March  /  Aueriit  and  May 

ffro  hous  to  hons  /  to  heere  sondry  talys 

That  lankyn  Clerk*  and  my  gossyb  dame  Alys  548 

And  I  my  self  /  in-to  the  feeldes  wente 

Myn  hoosbonde  /  was  at  London  al  the  lente 

I  hadde  /  the  bettre  leyser  for  to  pleye 

And  for  to  se  /  and  eek*  for  to  be  seye  552 

Of  lusty  folk*  what  wiste  I  /  wher  my  grace 

Was  shapen  for  to  be  /  or  in  what  place 

Therfore  /  I  made  my  visitaciofis 

To  vigilies  /  and  to  processions  556 

To  prechyng*  eek*  and  to  thise  pilgr/mages 

To  pleyes  of  myracles  /  and  to  manages 

And  wered  vpon  /  my  gaye  scarlet  gytes 

Thise  wormes  /  ne  thise  Motthes  /  ne  thise  mytes         560 

Vpon  my  peril  /  frete  hem  neuer  a  deel  [i««f  ts] 

And  wostow  why  ?    for  they  were  vsed  weel 

NOw  wol  I  tellen  forth  /  what  happed  me 
I  seye  /  that  in  the  feeldes  walked  we  564 

ELLESMERE    182   (6-T.  349J 


350   SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  D.  §  L  wife's  preamble.  EUeimere  MS.   183 

Till  trewely  /  we  hadde  swich  daliance 

This  clerk  and  I  /  that  of  my  pt^meiance 

I  spak  to  hym  /  and  seyde  hyin  /  how  pat  he  • 

If  I  were  wydwe  /  sholde  wcdde  me  568 

ffor  certeinly  /  I  sey  for  no  bobance 

Yet  was  I  neue^'e  /  with-outen  p;/rueiance 

Of  manage  /  nof  othere  thynges  eek* 

I  holde  a  Mouses  herte  /  nat  worth  a  leek/  572 

That  hath  but  oon  liole  /  for  to  sterte  to 

And  if  fat  faille  /  thanne  is  al  ydo 

IF  I  bar  hym  on  honde  /  he  hadde  enchanted  me 

My  dame  taughte  me  that  sou  til  tee  576 

And  eek  I  seyde  /  I  mette  of  hym  al  nyght 

He  wolde  han  slapi  me  /  as  I  lay  vp  right 

And  al  my  bed  /  was  ful  of  verruy  blood 

But  yet  I  hope  /  that  he  slial  do  me  good  580 

ffor  blood  /  bitokeneth  gold  /  as  me  was  taught* 

And  al  was  fals  /  I  dremcd  of  it  right  naught* 

But  I  folwed  ay  /  my  da77micfl  loore 

As  wel  of  this  /  as  of  othere  thynges  moore  584 

if  But  now  sire  /  lat  me  se  /  what  I  shnl  seyn 

A  /  ha  /  by  god  /  I  hauc  my  tale  ageyn 

IF  Whan  pat  my  fourthe  housbonde  /  was  on  becre 

I  weepc  algato  /  and  made  sory  checre  588 

As  wyues  mooten  /  for  it  is  vsage 

And  with  my  courrchief  /  cour/*cd  my  visage 

But  for  prtt  I  /  was  punieyed  of  a  make 

I  wepte  but  smal  /  and  that  I  vndertake  592 

%  To  chirche  /  was  myn  housbondo  /  l)om  a  mor\i'e 

With  neighebores  /  that  for  hym  maden  8orw(^ 

And  lanky n  ourc  Clerk  /  was  oon  of  th(» 

As  help  me  god  /  whan  ptit  I  saugh  hym  go  596 

After  the  boere  /  me  thoughts  he  hailde  a  paire  ' 

Of  legges  /  and  of  feot  /  so  dene  and  faire 

That  ol  myn  horte  /  I  yaf  vn-to  his  hoold 

He  was  I  trowe  /  a  twenty  wynter  oold  600 
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184  GROUP  D.  §  L  wife's  preamble.  EUesmere  MS. 

And  I  was  fourty  /  if  I  shal  seye  sooth 

But  yet  I  hadde  alwey  /  a  coltes  tooth 

Gat  tothed  I  was  /  and  that  bicam  me  weel 

I  hadde  the  prente  /  of  seint  Yenus  seel  604 

As  help  me  god  /  I  was  a  lusty  oon 

And  fairo  and  riche  /  and  yong*  and  wel  bigon 

And  trewely  /  as  myne  housbondes  tolde  mo 

I  hadde  the  beste  Quonyam  myghte  be 

ffor  certes  /  I  am  al  Venerien 

In  feelynge  /  and  myn  herte  is  Marcien 

Yenus  me  yaf  my  lust*  my  likerousnesso 

And  Mars  yaf  me  /  my  sturdy  hardynesso  612 

Myn  Ascendent  was  Taur  and  Mars  ther-Inne 

Alias  /  alias  /  pat  eucre  loue  was  synne 

1  folwed  ay  /  myn  Inclinaciofi 

By  vertu  /  of  my  constellacioft  61 G 

That  made  me  /  I  koude  noght  withdrawe 

My  chambre  of  Venus  /  from  a  good  felawe 

Yet  haue  I  /  Martes  Mark  vp-on  my  face 

And  also  /  in  another  priuee  place  620 

ffor  god  so  wys  /  be  my  sauacioii 

I  ne  loued  neuere  /  by  no  discrecion 

But  euere  /  folwed  myn  appetit 

Al  were  he  /  short*  or  long*  or  blak  /  or  whit  624 

I  took  no  kepe  /  so  that  he  liked  me 

How  poore  he  was  /  ne  eek/  of  what  degree 

^  What  sholde  I  seye  /  but  at  the  Monthes  ende 

This  ioly  clerk/  lankyn  pat  was  so  hende  628 

Hath  wedded  me  /  with  greet  solempnytee 

And  to  hym  yaf  I  /  al  the  lond  and  fee 

That  euere  /  was  me  yeuen  ther-bifoore 

But  afterward  /  repented  me  ful  soore  632 

He  nolde  sufire  /  nothyng  of  my  list* 

By  god  /  he  sraoot  mo  ones  on  the  lysf 

ffor  pat  I  rente  /  out  of  his  book*  a  leef  / 

That  of  the  strook  /  myn  ere  wax  al  deof  /  636 
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GROUP  D.  §  L  wife's  preamble.  EUesmere  KS.  185 

Stiboume  I  was  /  as  is  a  Leonesse 

And  of  my  tonge  /  a  verray  langleresse 

And  walke  I  wolde  /  as  I  had  doon  bifom 

ffrom  hous  to  hous  /  al-though  ho  had  it  sworn  640 

ffor  which  /  he  often  t^'nies  wolde  preche 

And  me  /  of  olde  Romayn  geestes  techo 

How  he  symplicius  Gallus  /  lefte  his  wyf* 

And  hire  forsok  /  for  t^rme  of  al  his  lyf  644 

Noght*  but  for  open-heueded  /  he  hir  say 

Lokynge  out  at  his  dore  /  vpon  a  day 

IT  Another  Eomayn  /  tolde  he  me  by  name 

That  for  his  wyf  /  was  at  a  someres  game  648 

Wit^-outen  his  wityng*  he  forsook  hire  eke 

And  thanne  wolde  he  /  vpK)n  his  Bible  seke 

That  ilke  prouerbe  /  of  Ecclesiasto 

Where  he  comandoth  /  and  forbedeth  faste  652 

Man  shal  nat  sufire  his  wyf  go  roule  aboute 

Thanne  wolde  he  seye  right/  thus  /  w/t/t-outen  doute 

IT  Who  so  /  that  buyldeth  his  hous  /  al  of  salwes  ^  vou. 

And  priketh  his  blynde  hors  /  ouer  the  falwes  656 

IT  And  suffrcth  his  wyf  /  to  go  scken  halwes 

Is  worthy  /  to  been  hanged  /  on  the  galwes 

But  al  for  noght*  I  sette  noght  an  liawe 

Of  his  prouerbes  /  nof  his  olde  awe 

Ne  I  wolde  nat*  of  hym  corrected  be 

I  hate  hym  /  that  my  vices  telleth  me 

And  so  doo  mo  /  god  woot  of  vs  /  than  I 

This  made  hym  /  with  me  wood  al  outrely  664 

I  nolde  noght  /  forbere  hym  in  no  cas 

IF  Now  wol  I  seye  yow  sooth  /  by  seint  Thomas 

Why  fat  I  rente  /  out  of  his  book  a  leef 

ffor  which  /  he  smoot  mc  so  /  pat  I  was  deef  668 

IT  He  hadde  a  book  /  fat  glatlly  nyght  and  day 

ffor  his  desport*  he  wolde  nnle  alway 

He  clepod  it*  Valerie  /  and  Theofraste 

At  which  book/  he  lougli  alwey  ful  faste  672 
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186   GROUP  D.  §  1.  wife's  preamble.  Elleimere  MS. 

IF  And  eek/  ther  was  som  tyme  /  a  clerk  at  Home 

A  Cardinal  /  that  highte  Seint  leiome 

That  made  a  book*  agayn  louinian 

In  which  book*  eek*  ther  was  Tertulan  676 

Crisippus  /  Trotula  /  and  Helowys 

That  was  Abbesse  /  nat  fer  fiw)  Parys 

And  eek*  the  Parables  of  Salomon 

Ouides  Art*  and  bookes  many  on  680 

And  alle  thise  /  were  bounden  /  in  o  volume 

And  euery  nygfit  and  day  /  was  his  custume 

Whan  he  hadde  leyser  /  and  vacacioiL 

ffrom  oother  /  worldly  /  occupaciofi  684 

To  reden  on  this  book  /  of  wikked  wyues 

He  knew  of  hem  /  mo  legendes  and  lyues 

Than  been  /  of  goode  wyues  in  the  Bible . 

ifor  trusteth  wel  /  it  is  an  impossible  688 

That  any  clerk*  wol  speke  good  of  wyues 

But  if  it  be  /  of  hooly  seintes  lyues 

Ne  noon  oother  womman  /  neuer  the  mo 

Who  peynted  the  leon)  /  tel  me  wlio?  692 

By  god  /  if  worwmen  /  hadde  writen  stories 

As  clerkes  ban  /  with-Inne  hire  oratories 

ITiey  wolde  ban  writen  /  of  men  moore  wikkedncpse 

Than  all  the  mark/  of  Adam  may  redresse  COG 

TJie  children  /  of  Mercuric  and  Venus 

Been  in  liir  wirkyng*  ful  contrarius 

Mercuric  /  loueth  wysdam  and  science 

And  Venus  /  loueth  ryot*  and  dispence  700 

And  for  hire  diuerse  disposiciofi 

Ech  faUeth  /  in  otheres  exaltacion 

And  thus  god  woot*  Mercuric  is  desolaf 

In  Pisces  /  wher  Venus  is  exaltat* 

J.  Im  VlTRtM 

And  Venus  falleth  /  ther  Mr/*curie  is  reysed 
Therfore  no  womman  /  of  no  clerk  is  preysed 
The  clerk*  whan  he  is  oold  /  and  may  noght  do 
Of  Venus  werkes  /  worth  his  olde  sho 
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GROUP  D.  §  L  wife's  preamblbl  Ellesmere  MS.  187 

Thanne  sit  he  douu  /  and  writ  in  his  dotage 
That  wommen  /  kan  nat  kepe  hir  manage 

But  now  to  porpos  /  why  I  tolde  thee 
That  I  was  heten  /  for  a  book  pardee 
Vp-on  a  nyght*  lankyn  fat  was  oure  sire 
Bedde  on  his  book  /  as  he  sat  by  the  fire 
Of  Eua  first*  that  for  hir  wikkednesse 
Was  al  mankynde  /  broght  to  wrecchednesso 
ffor  which  crist*  hym  self/  was  slayn 
That  boghte  vs  /  with  his  herte  blood  agayn 
Lo  heere  expres  /  of  womman  may  ye  fynde 
That  womman  /  was  the  los  /  of  al  mankynde 
IT  Tho  redde  he  me  /  how  Sampson  loste  hise  hcres 
Slepynge  /  his  lemman  /  kitte  it  with  hir  shores 
Thargh  which  treson)  /  loste  he  bothe  hise  eyen 
IF  Tho  redde  he  me  /  if  that  I  shal  nat  lyen 
Of  Hercules  /  and  of  his  Dianyre 
That  caused  hym  /  to  sette  hymself  afyre 
^  No  thyng<  forgat  he  /  the  sorwe  and  wo 
That  Socrates  /  hadde  -with  hise  wyues  two 
How  Xantippa  /  caste  pisse  vp-on  his  heed 
This  sely  man  /  sat  stille  as  he  were  deed 
He  wiped  his  heed  /  namoore  dorste  he  seyn 
But*  er  fat  thonder  stynte  /  comth  a  reyn 
^  Of  Phasifpha  /  that  was  the  qucene  of  Crete 
ffor  shrewednesse  /  hym  thoughte  the  tale  swcto 
ffy  speke  namoore  /  it  is  a  grisly  thyng* 
Of  hire  /  horrible  lust*  and  hir  likyng* 
^  Of  Clitermystra  /  for  hire  lecherye 
That  falsly  /  made  hire  housbonde  for  to  dyo 
He  redde  it/  with  ful  good  deuociofi 
^  He  tolde  me  eek*  for  what  occasion 
Amphiorax  /  at  Thebes  loste  hb  lyf* 
Myn  housbonde  /  hadde  a  legende  of  his  wyf  / 
%  Eriphilem  /  that  for  an  Ouche  of  gold 
Hath  p/*/ucly  /  vn-to  the  grekes  told 
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188   GROUP  D.  §  1.  wiFs's  PRBAHfiLE.  Elleimere  MS. 

Wher  that  hir  hotusbonde  /  hidde  hym  in  a  place 

ffor  which  /  he  hadde  at  Thehes  sory  grace 

IF  Of  Lyma  tolde  he  mo  /  and  of  Lucye 

They  bothe  /  made  hir  housbondes  for  to  dye  748 

That  oon  for  louo  /  that  oother  was  for  hate 

Lyma  hir  housbonde  /  vp-on  an  euen  late 

Empoysoned  hath  /  for  pat  ehe  was  his  fo 

Lucia  likerons  /  loued  hire  housbonde  so  752 

That  for  he  sholde  /  alwey  vp-on  hire  thynke  n»n5j 

She  yaf  hym  /  swich  a  manere  loue  drynke 

That  he  was  deed  /  er  it  were  by  the  morwe 

And  thus  algates  /  housbondes  han  sorw  756 

IF  Thanne  tolde  he  me  /  how  fat  oon  Latumyus 

Compleyned  /  vn-to  his  felawe  Arrius 

That  in  his  gardyn  /  growed  swich  a  tree 

On  which  he  seyde  /  how  that  hise  wyuos  thre  760 

Hanged  hem  self  for  herte  despitus 

IT  0  leeue  brother  /  quod  this  Arrius 

Yif  me  a  plante  /  of  thilke  blissed  tree 

And  in  my  gardyn  /  planted  it  shal  bee  764 

IF  Of  latter  date  of  wyues  /  hath  he  red 

That  somme  /  han  slayn  hir  housbondes  in  hir  bed 

And  lete  hir  lecchour  /  dighto  hire  al  the  nyght* 

Whan  that  the  corps  /  lay  in  the  floor  vp  right*  768 

•|f  And  sowime  /  han  dryue  nayles  /  in  hir  brayn 

Whil  pat  they  slepte  /  and  thus  they  han  hem  slayn 

IT  Somme  han  hem  yeue  /  poysouw  in  hire  drynke 

He  spak  moore  harm  /  than  herte  may  bithynke  772 

And  ther-with-al  /  he  knew  of  mo  prouerbes 

Than  in  this  world  /  ther  growen  gras  or  herbes 

Bet  is  quod  he  /  thyn  habitacioun 

Be  with  a  leonn  /  or  a  foul  dragoun  776 

Than  with  a  womman  /  vsynge  for  to  chyde 

Bet  is  quod  he  /  hye  in  the  roof  abyde 

Than  with  an  angry  wyf  /  doun  in  the  hous 

They  been  so  wikked  and  contrarious  780 
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They  haten  /  that  hir  housbondes  /  loueth  ay 

He  seyde  /  a  womman  cast  hir  shame  away 

Whan  she  cast  of  hir  smok*  and  forther  mo 

A  fair  womman  /  but  she  be  chaast  also  784 

Is  lyk  a  gold  ryng<  in  a  sowes  nose 

Who  wolde  leeue  /  or  who  wolde  suppose 

The  wo  /  that  in  myn  herte  was  and  pyno 

IT  And  whan  I  saugh  /  he  wolde  neuere  fyne  788 

To  reden  on  this  cursed  book  al  nyght* 

Al  sodeynly  /  thre  leues  haue  I  plyght* 

Out  of  his  book'  right  as  he  radde  /  and  eke , 

I  with  my  fest*  so  took  hym  on  the  cheke  792 

That  in  cure  fyr  /  he  fil  bakward  adoun 

And  he  vp  stirte  /  as  dooth  a  wood  leoun 

And  with  his  fest*  he  smoot  mo  on  the  heed 

That  in  the  floor  /  I  lay  /  as  I  were  deed  796 

And  whan  he  saugti  /  how  stille  pat  I  lay 

He  was  agast*  and  wolde  ban  fled  his  way 

Til  atte  laste  /  out  of  my  swogh  I  breyde 

0  hastow  slayn  me  /  false  thccf  I  seyde 

And  for  my  land  /  thus  hastow  mordred  me 

£r  I  be  deed  /  yet  wol  I  kisse  thee 

IF  And  neer  he  cam  /  and  kneled  fairs  adoun 

And  seyde  /  deere  suster  Alisoun  804 

As  help  me  god  /  I  shal  thee  neuere  smyte 

That  I  haue  doon  /  it  is  thy  self  to  wyto 

fforyeue  it  me  /  and  that  I  thee  biseke 

And  yet  eft  soones  /  I  hitte  hym  on  the  cheke  808 

And  seyde  theef/  thus  muchel  am  I  wreke 

Now  wol  I  dye  /  I  may  no  lenger  speke 

But  atte  laste  /  with  muchel  care  and  wo  ^ 

Wo  fille  acorded  /  by  vs  scluen  two  812 

He  yaf  me  /  al  the  bridel  in  myn  bond 

To  ban  the  gouemance  /  of  hous  and  lond 

And  of  his  tonge  /  and  his  bond  also 

And  made  hym  brenne  his  boolc  anon  rigkt  tho  816 
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190  GROUP  D.  §  1..  wife's  preamble.  EUpamere  MS. 

And  whan  that  I  /  hadde  geten  vn-to  me 

By  mabtrie  /  al  the  soueraynetee 

And  that  he  seyde  /  myn  owene  trewe  wyf/ 

Do  as  thee  lust*  to  terme  of  al  thy  lyf>  820 

Keepe  thyn  honour  /  and  keep^  eek  myn  estaat/ 

After  that  day  /  we  hadden  neuer  debaaf 

GUkI  helpe  me  so  /  I  was  to  hym  as  kynde 

As  any  wyf"  from  Denmark  vn-to  Ynde  824 

And  also  trewe  /  and  so  was  he  to  me 

I  prey  to  god  /  that  sit  in  magestee 

So  blesse  his  soule  /  for  his  mercy  doere 

Now  wol  I  seye  my  tale  /  if  ye  wol  heere  828 

H  Biholde  the  wordes  bitwene  the  Somonour  /  and  the 
ffrere  ^ 

The  frere  lough  /  whan  he  hadde  herd  al  this 
Now  dame  quod  he  /  so  haue  I  ioye  or  blis 
This  is  /  a  long  preamble  of  a  tale 
And  whan  the  Somonour  /  herde  the  frere  gale  832 

IT  Lo  quod  the  Somonour  /  goddes  Armes  two 
A  frere  /  wol  entremette  him  euere-mo 
Lo  goode  men  /  a  flye  and  eek  a  frere 
Wol  falle  /  in  euery  dyssh  and  mateero  836 

What  spekestow  /  of  preambulacioun 
What  amble  /  or  trotte  /  or  pees  /  or  go  sit  doun 
Thou  lettest  oure  disport*  in  this  manere 
IT  Ye  woltow  so  /  sire  Somonour  quod  the  frere  840 

Now  by  my  feith  /  I  shal  er  that  I  go 
Telle  of  a  Somonowr  /  swich  a  tale  or  two 
That  alle  the  folk/  shal  laughen  in  this  place 
IF  Now  elles  frere  /  I  bishrewe  thy  face  844 

Quod  this  Somonowr  and  I  bishrewe  me  Oftic] 

But  if  I  telle  tales  /  two  or  thre 
Of  freres  /  er  I  come  to  Sidyngbome 
That  I  shal  make  /  thyn  herte  for  to  mome  848 
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ffor  wel  I  woof  thy  pacience  is  gon 

IT  Oare  boost  cride  pees  /  and  that  anon 

And  seyde  /  lat  the  wommau  telle  hire  tale 

Ye  fare  as  folk  /  that  dronken  were  of  Ale  852 

Do  dame  /  telle  forth  youre  tale  /  and  that  is  best* 

IT  Al  ledy  sire  quod  she  /  right  as  yow  lest* 

If  I  bane  licence  /  of  this  worthy  frere 

IT  Yifl  dame  quod  he  /  tel  forth  /  and  I  wol  heere         856 

Y  Heere  endeth  the  Wyf  of  Bathe  bir  Proioge  / 
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And  bigynneth  hir  tale  lomiet^ie} 

IN  tholde  dayes  /  of  Kyng  Arthour 
Of  wliich  that  Britons  /  speken  greet  honour 
AU  was  this  land  /  fulfild  of  ffairye 
The  Elf  queene  /  with  hir  ioly  compaignye  860 

Daunced  ful  ofte  /  in  many  a  grene  mode     ^^Satk^tridTh^ 
This  was  the  olde  opinion  as  I  rede  ^^'^^ 

I  speke  /  of  manye  hundred  yeres  ago 
But  now  kan  no  man  /  se  none  Elues  mo  864 

ffor  now  the  grete  charitee  /  and  prayeres 
Of  lymytours  /  and  othere  hooly  freres 
That  serchen  /  euery  lond  /  and  euery  streem 
As  thikke  /  as  motes  /  in  the  sonne  heem  868 

Blessynge  halles  /  chambres  /  kichenes  /  boures 
Citees  /  Burghes  /  Castels  /  hye  Toures 
Thropes  /  Bemes  /  Shipnes  /  dayerj-^es 
This  maketh  /  that  ther  been  no  ffairyes  872 

ffor  ther  as  wont*  to  walk  en  was  an  Elf* 
Ther  walketh  now  /  the  lymj'tour  hym  self* 
In  vndermeles  /  and  in  morwenynges 
And  seyth  his  matyns  /  and  hia  hooly  thynges  876 

As  he  gooth  /  in  his  lymytacioun 
WoTwmen  /  may  go  saufly  vp  and  doun 
In  euery  bussh  /  or  vnder  euery  tree 
Ther  is  /  noon  oother  Incubufe  /  but  he  880 

And  he  /  ne  wol  doon  hem  /  but  dishonour 
IF  And  so  bifel  /  that  this  kyng*  Arthour 
Hadde  in  hous  /  a  lusty  Bacheler 
That  on  a  day  /  cam  ridjmge  fro  Kyuer  884 
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And  liapped  that  allone  /  as  he  was  bom 

He  saugh  a  mayde  /  walkynge  hym  bifom 

Of  which  mayde  /  anon  maugree  hir  hee<l  Omt  n,  back] 

By  verray  force  /  birafte  hire  maydenhed  888 

ffor  which  oppressiofi  /  was  swich  clamour 

And  swich  pursate  /  vn-to  the  kyng  Arthour 

That  dampned  was  this  knyght  for  to  be  deed 

By  cours  of  lawo  /  and  sholde  ban  lost  his  heed  892 

Paraueutore  /  swich  was  the  statut  tho 

But  that  the  queene  /  and  othere  ladyes  mo 

So  longe  preyden  /  the  kyng  of  grace 

Til  he  /  his  lyf  /  hym  graunted  in  the  place  896 

And  yaf  hym  to  the  queene  /  al  at  hir  wille 

To  chese  /  wheithor/  she  wolde  hym  saue  or  spille 

IT  The  queene  /  thanketh  the  kyng*  w/t//  al  liir  myghf 

And  after  this  /  thus  spak  she  to  the  knyght*  900 

Whan  J)at  she  saugh  hir  tyme  vjvon  a  day 

Thou  standest  yet  quod  she  /  in  swich  array 

That  of  thy  lyf  /  yet  hastow  no  8urf*tee 

I  grante  thee  lyf  /  if  thou  kanst  tellen  me  904 

What  th}Tig  is  it*  that  wo??mien  moost  dcsiren 

Be  war  /  and  keepc  thy  nekke  l)oon  from  Ireu 

And  if  thou  /  kanst  nat  ttfllen  it  anon 

Yet  shal  I  yeue  thco  leue  /  for  to  gon  908 

A  twelf-month  and  a  day  /  to  soclic  and  leere 

An  answcre  suffisant  in  this  mateere 

And  sure  too  wol  I  han  /  or  f<it  thou  pace 

Thy  body  /  for  to  yelden  in  this  place  913 

WO  was  this  knyglit*  and  sorwofully  he  siketh 
But  he  may  nat  do  /  al  as  hym  likcth 
And  at  the  lasto  /  he  chees  hym  for  to  wende 
And  come  agayn  /  right  at  the  yon»s  ende  916 

With  swich  answere  /  as  god  wohle  hym  pwruoye 
And  taketh  his  leue  /  and  wendoth  forth  his  woye 
%  He  seketh  /  cuory  hous  /  antl  enery  \Aavc 
Where  as  he  hopeth  /  for  to  fyndo  grace  9  JO 
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To  leme  /  what  tliyiig*  wommen  louen  moost 

But  he  ne  koude  /  arryuen  in  no  coost* 

Wher  as  he  myghte  fynde  /  in  this  mateere 

Two  creatures  /  accordynge  in  feere  924 

IF  Somme  seyde  /  wommen  /  louen  best  richesso 

Somme  seyde  honour  /  somme  seyde  lolynesse 

Somme  riche  array  /  somme  seyden  lust  abedd 

And  ofte  tyme  /  to  be  wydwe  and  wedde  928 

IF  Somme  seyde  /  fat  oure  hertes  /  been  moost  esed 

Whan  that  we  been  /  yflatered  and  yplesed 

IF  He  gooth  ful  ny  the  sothe  /  I  wol  nat  lye 

A  man  /  shal  wynne  vs  besf  with  flaterye  932 

And  with  attendance  /  and  with  bisynesse 

Been  we  ylymed  /  bothe  moore  and  lesse 

IF  And  somme  seyn  /  that  we  louen  besf  pcaf  n] 

ffor  to  be  free  /  and  do  right  as  vs  lest*  936 

And  that  no  man  /  repreue  vs  of  oure  vice 

But  seye  fat  we  be  wise  /  and  no  thyng  nyce 

flfor  trewely  /  ther  is  noon  of  vs  alle 

If  any  wight  /  wol  clawe  vs  on  the  galle  940 

That  we  nel  kike  /  for  he  seith  vs  sooth 

Assay  /  and  he  shal  fynde  it  fat  so  dooth 

ffor  be  we  /  neucr  so  vicious  with-Inne 

We  wol  been  holden  wise  /  and  clene  of  syiine  944 

IF  And  somme  seyn  /  that  greet  delit  han  we 

ffor  to  been  holden  stable  /  and  eke  secree 

And  in  o  purpos  /  stedofastly  to  dwelle 

And  nat  biwreye  thyng*  that  men  vs  telle  948 

But  that  tale  /  is  nat  worth  a  rake  stele 

Pardee  we  wommen  /  konne  no  tbyng*  hele 

Witnesse  on  Myda  /  wol  ye  heere  the  tale 

^  Ouyde  /  amonges  othere  thyugea  smale  952 

Seyde  /  Myda  hadde  vnder  his  longe  heres 

Growynge  vp-on  his  heed  /  two  Asses  eres 

The  which  vice  he  hydde  /  as  he  best  myghte 

fful  subtilly  /  from  eu^ry  mannes  sighte  956 
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That  saue  his  wyf  /  ther  wiste  of  it  namo 

He  loued  hir^  moost*  and  triste  hire  also 

He  preyde  hire  /  that  to  no  creature 

She  sholde  tellen  /  of  his  disfigure  960 

IF  She  swoor  him  nay  /  for  al  this  world  to  wyime 

She  nolde  do  /  that  vileynye  or  synne 

To  make  hir  housbonde  /  han  so  foul  a  name 

She  nolde  nat  telle  it*  for  hir  owene  shame  964 

But  nathelees  /  hir  thoughte  )>at  she  dyde 

That  she  so  longe  /  sholde  a  conseil  hyde 

Hir  thoughte  /  it  swal  so  soore  /  aboute  hir  herte 

That  nedely  /  som  word  hiie  moste  asterte  968 

And  sith  she  dorste  /  telle  it  to  no  man 

Doun  to  a  Mareys  /  faste  by  she  ran 

Til  she  came  there  /  her  herte  was  a  fyre 

And  as  a  Bitore  /  bombleth  in  the  Myre  973 

She  leyde  hir  mouth  /  vn-to  the  water  doun 

Biwreye  me  nat«  thou  water  with  thy  soun 

Quod  she  /  to  thee  I  telle  it  and  namo 

Myn  housbonde  /  hath  longe  Asses  erys  two  976 

Now  is  myn  herte  all  hool  /  now  is  it  oute 

I  myghte  no  lenger  /  kepe  if  out  of  doute 

Heere  may  ye  se  /  thogh  we  a  tyme  abyde 

Yet  out  it  moot*  we  kan  no  conseil  hyde  980 

The  remenant  of  the  tale  /  if  ye  wol  heere 

Redeth  Ouyde  /  and  ther  ye  may  it  leere 

THis  knyght*  /  of  which  /  my  tale  is  specially  i}mi  n,  b^k] 
WTian  that  he  saugh  /  he  myghte  nat  come  therby 
This  is  to  seye  /  what  wommcn  loue  moost*  985 

With-Inne  his  brest*  ful  sorweful  was  the  goost* 
But  hoom  he  gooth  /  he  myghte  nat  soioume 
The  day  was  come  /  ^at  homward  moste  he  tot/me        988 
And  in  his  wey  /  it  happed  hym  to  ryde 
In  al  this  care  /  vnder  a  fforest  syde 
Wher  as  he  saugh  /  vp-on  a  daunce  go 
Of  ladyes  /  foure  and  twenty  /  and  yet  mo  992 
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Toward  the  which  daunce  /  he  drow  ful  yeme 

In  hope  /  that  som  wysdom  /  sholde  he  leme 

But  certeinly  /  er  he  came  fully  there 

Vanysshed  was  this  daunce  /  he  nyste  where  996 

Ko  creature  saugh  he  /  that  bar  lyf 

Saue  on  the  grene  /  he  saugh  sittynge  a  wyf 

A  fouler  "wight*  ther  may  no  man  deuyse 

Agayn  the  knyghf  this  olde  wyf  gan  ryse  1000 

And  seyde  sire  knyghf  /  heer  forth  ne  lith  no  wey 

Tel  me  /  what  that  ye  seken  /  by  youre  fey 

Parauenture  /  it  may  the  bettre  be 

Thise  olde  folk*  kan  muchel  thyng*  quod  she  1004 

IF  My  leeue  mooder/  quod  this  knyght  c/?rteyn 

I  nam  but  deed  /  but  if  that  I  kan  seyn 

What  thyng  it  is  /  that  wowmen  moost  desire 

Koude  ye  me  wisse  /  I  wolde  wel  quite  youre  hire       1008 

IT  Plight  me  thy  trouthe  /  heere  in  myn  hantl  quod  she 

The  nexte  thyng*  that  I  requere  thee 

Thou  shalt  it  do  /  if  it  lye  in  thy  myghfc 

And  I  wol  telle  it  yow  /  er  it  be  nyglit*  1012 

IF  Haue  heer  my  trouthe  /  quod  the  knyght  I  grante 

^  Thanne  quod  she  /  I  dar  me  wel  auante 

Thy  lyf  is  sauf  /  for  I  wol  stonde  theiby 

Vp-on  my  lyf/  the  queene  wol  seye  as  I  1016 

Lat  se  /  which  is  the  proudeste  of  hem  alle 

That  wercth  on  /  a  couerchief/  or  a  calle 

That  dar  seye  nay  /  of  that  I  shal  thee  teche 

^  at  vs  go  forth  /  with-outen  lenger  speche  1020 

Tho  rowned  she  /  a  pistel  in  his  ere 

And  bad  hym  to  be  glad  /  and  haue  no  fere 

%  Whan  they  be  comen  to  the  coui-t  /  this  knyghf 

Seyde  /  he  had  holde  hia  day  /  as  he  hadde  liighf       1024 

And  redy  was  his  answere  /  as  he  saycle 

iful  many  a  noble  wyf  /  and  many  a  mayde 

And  many  a  wydwe  /  for  fat  they  been  wise 

The  queene  hir-self*  sittynge  as  lustise  1028 
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Assembled  been  /  his  answero  for  to  heere 

And  afterward  /  this  knyghf  was  bode  appeere 

IT  To  euery  wight  /  comanded  was  silence  [leirfTs] 

And  that  the  knyght  /  sholde  telle  in  Audience  1032 

"What  thyng*  that  worldly  woinmen  louen  best* 

This  knyght*  ne  stood  nat  stille  /  as  doth  a  best 

But  to  his  questioura  /  anon  answerde 

With  manly  voys  /  tliat  al  the  court  it  herde  1036 

II  My  lige  lady  /  generally  /  quod  he 

Wommen  desiren  haue  souereynetee 

As  wel  /  ouer  hir  housl)on(l  as  hir  loue 

And  for  to  been  /  in  maistrie  hym  aboue  1040 

This  is  youre  mooste  desir  /  thogh  ye  me  kille 

Dooth  as  yow  list*  I  am  at  youro  wille 

IT  In  al  the  courf  ne  was  ther  wyf  ne  mayde 

Ne  wydwe  /  that  coutraried  that  he  sayde  1044 

But  seyden  /  he  was  worthy  ban  his  lyf 

If  And  with  that  wonl  /  vp  stirte  the  olde  wyf 

Which  that  the  knyglit*  /  saugh  sittynge  in  the  grene 

Mercy  quod  she  my  souereyn  lady  queone  1048 

Er  that  youre  court  departc  /  do  me  right* 

I  taughte  this  answore  /  vu-to  the  knyghf 

ffor  which  /  he  plighte  mo  his  trouthe  there 

The  iirste  thyng*  I  wolde  hym  requere  1052 

He  wolde  it  do  /  if  it  lay  in  his  myght 

Bifore  the  court  /  thanne  preye  I  thee  sir  knyglit* 

Quod  she  /  that  thou  me  take  vn-to  thy  wyf/ 

ffor  wel  thou  woost*  that  I  haue  kept  thy  lyf  1056 

If  I  sey  fals  /  soy  nay  vp-on  thy  fey 

^  This  knyght  answerde  /  alias  and  weylawey 

I  woot  right  wel  /  that  swich  was  my  bihosto 

flbr  goddes  loue  /  as  chocs  a  newe  rcf^ueste  1060 

Taak  al  my  good  /  and  lat  my  l>ody  go 

^  Nay  thanne  quod  she  /  I  shrewe  vs  bothe  two 

ffor  thogh  that  I  be  foul  /  oold  and  poore 

I  nolde  for  al  the  metal  /  ne  for  oore  1064 
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That  vnder  erthe  is  graue  /  or  lith  aboue 

But  if  thy  wjf  I  were  /  and  eek  thy  loue 

IT  My  loue  quod  he  ?  nay  my  dampnaciofi 

Alias  /  that  any  of  my  nacioil  1068 

Sholde  eu6re  so  foule  /  disparaged  be 

But  al  for  nog&t*  thende  is  this  /  that  he 

Constreyned  was  /  he  nedes  moste  hir6  wedde 

And  taketh  his  olde  wyf  /  and  gooth  to  bedde  1072 

IT  Kow  wolden  som  men  /  seye  parauenture 

That  for  my  necligence  /  I  do  no  cure 

To  tellen  yow  /  the  ioye  /  and  al  thanay 

That  at  the  feeste  was  /  that  ilke  day  1076 

To  which  thyng<  shortly  answere  I  shal 

I  seye  /  ther  nas  no  ioye  /  ne  feeste  at  al 

Ther  nas  but  heuynesse  /  and  mucho  sorwe  cimj  ts,  bMk] 

ffor  pnuely  /  he  wedded  hire  on  a  morwe  1080 

And  al  day  after  /  hidde  hym  as  an  Owle 

So  wo  was  hym  /  his  wyf  looked  so  foule 

If  Greet  was  the  wo  /  the  knyght  hadde  in  his  thoght* 

Whan  he  was  with  his  wyf  abedde  ybroght/  1084 

He  walweth  /  and  he  tumeth  to  and  fro 

His  olde  wyf  /  lay  smylynge  eueremo 

And  seyde  /  o  deere  housbonde  benedicitee 

ffareth  euery  knyght  /  thus  with  his  wyf  /  as  ye?        1088 

Is  this  the  lawe  /  of  kyng*  Arthures  hous  ? 

Is  euery  knyght  of  his  so  dangerous  ? 

I  am  youre  owene  loue  /  and  youre  wyf/ 

I  am  she  /  which  fat  saued  hath  youre  lyf/  1092 

And  certea  /  yet  ne  dide  I  yow  neuere  vnright/ 

Why  fare  ye  thus  with  me  /  this  firste  nyglit/  ? 

Ye  faren  lyk  a  man  /  had  lost  his  wif 

What  is  my  gilt*?  for  goddes  loue  tel  it  1096 

And  it  shal  been  amended  /  if  I  may 

IT  Amended  quod  this  knyght*  ?  alias  /  nay  /  nay  / 

It  wol  nat  been  amended  neuere  mo 

Thou  art  so  loothly  /  and  so  oold  also  1100 
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And  ther-to  comen  /  of  so  lougti  a  kynde 

That  litel  wonder  is  /  tliogh  I  walwe  and  wynde 

So  wolde  god  /  myn  herte  wolde  breste 

IT  Is  this  quod  she  /  the  cause  of  youre  vnreste?         1 104 

^  Ye  certeinly  quod  he  /  no  wonder  is 

If  Now  sire  quod  she  /  I  koude  amende  al  this 

K  that  me  liste  /  er  it  were  dayes  thre 

So  wel  ye  myghte  /  hero  yow  vn-to  me  1108 

Bvt  for  ye  speken  /  of  swich  geutillesse       f  De  genmwiut« 
As  is  descended  /  out  of  old  richesse 
That  therfore  /  sholden  ye  be  gentil  men 
Swich  arrogance  /  is  nat  worth  an  hen  1112 

Looke  /  who  that  is  /  moost  verrtuous  alway 
Pryuee  and  apert*  and  moost  entendeth  ay 
To  do  /  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  kan 
Taak  hym  /  for  the  grettest  ^gentil  man^       [»-i/a«r]  1116 
Crist  wole  /  we  clayme  of  hyin  oure  gentillesse 
Nat  of  oure  eldres  /  for  hire  old  richesse 
fTor  thogh  they  yeue  vs  /  al  hir  heritage 
ffor  which  we  clayme  /  to  been  of  heigh  parage  1120 

Yet  may  they  nat  biquethe  /  for  no  thyng* 
To  noon  of  vs  /  hir  vortuous  lyuyng* 
That  made  hem  /  gentil  men  ycalled  be 
And  bad  vs  /  fohven  hem  in  swich  degree  1124 

^  Wel  kan  /  the  wise  Poete  of  fflorence 
That  highto  Dant*  speken  in  this  sentence 
IT  Lo  /  in  swich  manor  rym  /  is  Dantes  tale  (i«if  7»i 

fful  selde  vp  riscth  /by  his  branches  smale  1128 

Prowesse  of  man  /  for  god  of  his  gooilnesse 
Wole  /  that  of  hym  /  we  clayme  oure  gentillesse 
ffor  of  oure  eldres  /  may  we  no  thyng  clayme 
But  temporel  thyng*  pat  man  may  hurte  ami  mayme   1132 
^  Eek  euerv  wighf  woot  this  as  wel  as  1 
If  gentillesse  '  were  plantetl  naturoelly 
Vn-to  a  certeyn  lynage  /  doun  the  lyne 
Pryuee  nor  apert*  thanne  wolde  they  neuere  tyne         1136 
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To  doon  of  gcntillesse  /  the  faire  office 

They  mygfete  do  /  no  vileynye  or  vice 

IT  Taak  fyr  /  and  ber  it*  in  the  derkeste  hous 

Bitwix  this  /  and  the  mount*  of  Kaukasous  1140 

And  lat  men  /  shette  the  dores  and  go  thenne 

Yet  wole  the  fyr  /  as  feire  lye  and  brenne 

As  twenty  thousand  men  /  myghte  it  biholde 

His  office  natureel  /  ay  wol  it  holde  1 144 

Vp  peril  of  my  lyf  /  til  that  it  dye 

IT  Heere  may  ye  se  wel  /  how  Jat  genteiye  f  ««npium 

Is  nat  annexed  to  possession 

Sith  folk  /  ne  doon  hir  operaciofi  1 148 

Alwey  as  dooth  the  fyr  /  lo  in  his  kynde 

flfor  god  it  woof  men  may  wel  often  fynde 

A  lordes  sone  /  do  shame  and  vile3mye 

And  he  J«t  wole  /  han  pris  of  his  gentrye  1152 

ffor  he  was  bom  /  of  a  gentil  hous 

And  hadde  hise  eldres  /  noble  and  vertuous 

And  nel  hym  seluen  /  do  no  gentil  dedis 

Ne  folwen  his  gentil  Auncestre  ))at  deed  is  1156 

He  nys  nat  gentil  /  be  he  due*  or  Erl 

ffor  vileyns  synful  dedes  /  make  a  cherl 

ffor  gentillesse  /  nys  but  renomee 

Of  thyne  auncestres  /  for  hire  heigh  bou7itee  1160 

Which  is  a  strange  thyng*  to  thy  persone 

Thy  gentillesse  /  cometh  fro  god  allone 

Thanne  comth  /  oure  verray  gentillesse  of  grace 

It  was  no  thyng  /  biquethe  vs  with  oure  place  1164 

IF  Thenketh  hou  noble  /  as  seith  Valerius 

Was  thilke  /  TulUus  HostiUius 

That  out  of  pouerte  /  roos  to  heigh  noblesse 

Reed  senek  /  and  redeth  eek  Boece  1168 

Ther  sliul  ye  seen  expres  /  fat  no  drede  is 

That  he  is  gentil  /  that  dooth  gentil  dedis 

And  therfore  leeue  houshonde  /  I  thus  conclude 

Al  were  it  /  that  myne  Auncestres  weren  rude  1172 
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Yet  may  the  hye  god  /  and  so  hope  .1. 
Grante  me  grace  /  to  lyuen  vertuously 
Thaiine  am  I  geiitil  /  whan  that  I  higynne 
To  lyuen  ve^iiuoiisly  /  and  weyue  syiine 

ANd  ther  as  ye  /  of  pouerte  me  repreeue 
The  hye  god  /  on  whom  pai  we  bileoue 
In  wilful  pouerte  /  chees  to  lyuo  liis  lyf* 
And  certcs  /  euery  man  /  may  den  or  wyf/ 
May  vnderstonde  /  that  Ih^ais  heuene  kyng* 
Ne  wolde  nat  chesen  vicious  lyuyng* 
Glad  pouerte  /  is  an  lioneste  thyng  certeyn 
This  wole  Senec<  and  othere  clerkos  seyu 
Who  so  fat  halt  hym  payd  of  his  pouort*^ 
I  holde  liym  riche  /  al  hadde  he  nat  a  slu^rto 
He  J>at  coueitetli  /  is  a  pouero  wighf 
ffor  he  wolde  han  /  that  is  nat  in  his  myght* 
But  he  fc/t  noght  hath  /  ne  coueiteth  hiwui 
Is  riche  /  al-though  ye  holde  hym  hut  a  knaue 
^  Vemiy  pou^'/'te  /  it  syngeth  i>/*r/prely 
luuenal  /  sfith  of  pou6»rte  niyrily 
The  poure  man  /  whan  he  goth  hy  tlnj  weyt* 
liifore  the  thouos  /  he  may  syngo  and  ploye 
Pout'/te  is  hatt^ful  good  /  and  as  I  gesse 
A  ful  greet  bryngrr^  /  out  of  bisynesse 
A  greet  amender^  eek  of  sapience 
To  hym  /  tliat  taketh  it  in  pacienco 
Poueiie  is  tliis  /  al-though  it  wme  ah-ngo 
Possession  /  that  no  wight*  wi>l  chalengt? 
Pou<?rtc  ful  of  to  /  wlian  a  nmn  is  lowo 
^[aketh  his  gml  /  and  evk  hym  st'lf  to  kiiowr 
Pou/'rto  /'  a  8j)ectarle  is  /  as  ihynkoth  me 
Thurgh  which  ho  may  /  hiso  verray  frceUiU's  sec 
And  therfore  sire  /  syn  |wit  I  noght  yow  grcuc 
Of  my  j>ouerte  /  nam(M^re  yt»  mo  rcpnnie 

NOw  sire  /  of  elde  /  yc  n»prcuo  me 
And  certes  sire  /  thogh  noon  Am  t<iritce 
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Were  in  no  book  /  ye  gentils  of  honour 

Seyn  /  fat  men  sholde  /  an  oold  wig^t  doon  fsuxour 

And  clepe  hym  fader  /  for  youre  gentillesse 

And  Auctours  /  shal  I  fynden  as  I  gesse  1212 

NO w  ther  ye  seye  /  fat  I  am  foul  and  old!  v  ne  utrpiuuiint 
Than  drede  you  noght  /  to  been  a  Cokewoldl 
ffor  filthe  and  eelde  /  al  so  moot  I  thee 
Been  grete  wardeyns  /  vp-on  chastitee  1216 

But  nathelees  /  syn  I  knowe  youre  delit* 
I  shal  fulfille  /  youre  worldly  appetif 
IT  Chese  now  quod  she  /  oon  of  thise  thynges  tweye 
To  han  me  foul  and  old!  /  til  that  I  deye  1220 

And  be  to  yow  /  a  trewe  humble  wyf« 
And  neue^'e  yow  displese  /  in  al  my  lyf« 
Or  elles  /  ye  wol  han  me  yong  and  fair  Wttsw] 

And  t^ke  youre  auenture  /  of  the  repair  1224 

That  shal  be  to  youre  hous  /  by  cause  of  me 
Or  in  som  oother  place  /  may  wcl  be 
Now  chese  your  seluen  /  wheither  fat  yow  liketh 
IT  This  knyght  auyseth  hym  and  sore  siketh  1 228 

But  atte  lasto  /  he  seyde  in  this  manere 
My  lady  and  my  loue  /  and  wyf  so  deere 
I  put  me  /  in  youre  wise  gouernance 
Cheseth  youre  self/  which  may  be  moost  plesance       1232 
And  moost  honour  /  to  yow  and  me  also 
I  do  no  fors  /  the  wheither/  of  the  two 
ffor  as  yow  liketh  /  it  suflfiseth  me 

IF  Thanne  haue  I  gete  of  yow  /  maistrie  quod  she        1236 
Syn  I  may  chese  /  and  goueme  as  me  lesf 
IT  Ye  certes  wyf  quod  he  /  I  holde  it  best* 
H  Kys  me  quod  she  /  we  be  no  lenger  wrothe 
ffor  by  my  trouthe  /  I  wol  be  to  yow  bothe  1240 

This  is  to  seyn  /  ye  bothe  fair  and  good 
I  prey  to  god  /  fat  I  moote  stenien  wood 
But  I  to  yow  /  be  al  so  good  and  trewe 
As  euere  was  wyf/  syn  fat  the  world  was  newe  1244 
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And  bat  I  be  iomoni  /  as  fair  to  seone 

As  any  lady  /  Emperice  or  queeuo 

That  is  bitwixe  the  Est*  and  eke  the  West 

Dooth  with  my  lyf  /  and  deth  /  right*  as  yow  lest*       1248 

Cast  vp  the  curtyn  /  looke  how  that  it  is 

IT  And  whan  the  knyghf  saugh  venraily  al  this 

That. she  so  fair  was  /  and  so  yong  ther-to 

ffor  ioye  /  he  hente  hir<;  /  in  hise  armes  two  1252 

His  herte  bathed  /  in  a  bath  of  blisse 

A  thousand  tyme  arewe  /  he  gan  hire  kissc 

And  she  obeyed  hyni  in  euery  thyng* 

That  myghte  doon  hym  plesance  or  likyng*  1256 

IT  And  thus  they  lyue  /  vn-to  hir  lyues  endo 

In  pa/iit  ioye  /  and  Ihe^u  crist  vs  sende 

Housbondes  meeke  /  yongc  /  fressh  a  bedde 

And  grace  /  touerbyde  hem  J>at  we  wedde  1 260 

And  eek  /  I  pray  Ihe^m  shorte  hir  lyues 

That  nat  wol  be  gouemed  by  hir  wyues 

And  olde  and  angry  nygardcs  of  dispence 

God  sende  hem  soonc  /  verray  pestilence  1264 


If  Heere  endeth  /  the  Wyues  tale  of*  Bathe  jj) 
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1[  The  prologe  of  the  freres  tale  ^  Oij  8o,uck] 

TBLis  worthy  lymytour  /  this  noble  frere 
He  made  alwey  /  a  manor  lonryng  chiere 
Vpon  the  Somonowr  /  but  for  honestee 
No  vileyns  word  /  as  yet  to  hym  spak  ho  1268 

But  atte  laste  /  he  seyde  vn-to  the  wyf 
Dame  quod  he  /  god  yeue  yow  right  good  lyf 
Ye  han  heer  touched  /  al  so  moot  I  thee 
In  scole  matere  /  greet  difficulteo  1272 

Ye  han  seyd  muche  thyng*  right  wel  I  seye 
But  dame  /  heere  as  we  ryde  by  the  weyo 
Vs  nedeth  naf.  to  speken  but  of  game 
And  lete  /  auctoritees  /  on  goddes  name  127G 

To  prcchyng*  and  to  scole  of  clergye 
And  if  it  lyke  /  to  this  compaignye 
1  wol  yow  /  of  a  somonowr  telle  a  game 
Pardee  /  ye  may  wel  knowe  by  the  name  1280 

That  of  a  Somonowr  /  may  no  good  be  saydl 
I  praye  /  J>at  noon  of  you  /  be  yuele  apaydf 
A  Somonowr  /  is  a  ronnere  vp  and  doun 
With  mandementz  /  for  foniicacioun  1284 

And  is  y-bet*  at  euory  townes  ende 
IT  Oure  boost  tho  spak  /  a  sire  ye  sholde  be  hende 
And  curteys  /  as  a  man  of  youre  estaat* 
In  compaignye  /  we  wol  hauo  no  debaat*  1 288 

Telleth  youre  tale  /  and  lat  the  Soraono?^/*  be 
^  Xay  quod  the  Somono?/r  /  lat  hym  seye  to  mo 
What  so  hym  list*  whan  it  conith  to  my  lof 
By  god  /  I  shal  hym  quiten  eucry  grof  1292 

I  shal  hym  tellen  /  which  a  gi-eet  honour 
It  is  /  to  be  a  iiaterynge  ly  my  tour 
And  of  many  another  manere  cry  me 

Which  nedeth  nat*  reherccn  for  this  tyme  1296 

And  his  office  /  I  shal  hym  telle  ywis 
IF  Cure  boost  answerde  /  pees  namoore  of  tliis 
And  after  this  /  he  seyde  vn-to  the  frere 
Tel  forth  youre  tale  /  leeue  maister  doere  1 300 
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H  Heere  bigjnneth  the  ffreres  tale  (^ 


II 


Hilom  ther  was  dwellynge  /  in  mj  contiee 

An  Erchedekene  /  a  man  of  heigh  degree 

That  boldely  /  dide  execocioun 

In  pun^fiynge  /  of  fomicacioDM  1304 

Of  wicchecrafV  and  eek  of  bawdcrye  [hatu] 

Of  diSamacioun  /  and  Auowtiye 
Of  chirche  Reaea  /  and  of  testanicntz 
Of  contract«a  /  and  eek*  of  lakke  of  sactamentz  1308 

Of  VBuie  /  and  of  Symonye  also 
But  certes  /  lecchours  dido  he  grcttest  wo 
They  sholde  syngen  /  if  fat  they  were  hent< 
And  amale  tytheres  /  weren  foule  j-shent^  1312 

If  any  pereone  /  wolde  vp-on  hem  plpyue 
Ther  mjghte  aaterta  hj-m  /  no  pccuuyal  peyne 
ffoT  amale  tithca  /  and  smol  otTryngo 

He  made  the  peplo  /  pitously  1*  syngo  1316 

ffor  er  the  bisahop«  /  caughte  hyin  with  his  liook* 
They  were  in  the  Erchedekncs  book/ 
And  thanne  /  hadde  he  /  thuigh  his  luriiHlicciuf) 
Power  /  to  doon  on  hem  correccioii  1320 

He  hadde  a  Somonoiir  /  redy  to  his  honit 
A  slyer  boye  /  was  noon  in  Engeloml 
ETor  Bubtilly  /  he  hadde  hie  efpiuiUe 

That  taughte  hjTii  /  wher  hym  myghte  anaille  1324 

He  koado  spare  of  lecchonra  /  'kih  or  two 
To  techen  hym  /  to  foure  and  twenty  mo 
ffoT  thogh  this  Bomonour  /  wood  was  as  ai)  hare 
To  telle  bis  harlutryo  /  1  wol  nat  simie  1326 
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flfor  we  been  /  out  of  his  correccioii 

They  han  of  vs  no  lurisdicciofi 

Ne  neuei'e  shullen  /  terme  of  hir  lyues 

IT  Peter  /  so  been  /  wowinen  of  the  styves  1332 

Quod  the  Somonowr  /  yput  out  of  my  cure 

IF  Pees  with  myschance  /  and  with  mysauenture 

Thus  seyde  oure  boost*  and  lat  hym  telle  his  talo 

Now.telleth  forth  /  thogh  pat  the  somonour  gale         1336 

Ke  spareth  nat  /  myn  owene  maister  deere 

If  This  false  theef*  this  Somonowr  quod  the  frere 

Hadde  alwey  /  bawdes  redy  to  his  bond! 

As  any  bank*  to  lure  in  Engelond  1340 

That  tolde  hym  /  al  the  secree  J>at  they  knewe 

flfor  hire  acqueyntance  /  was  nat  come  of  newe 

They  weren  /  hise  approwours  prtuely 

He  took  hym  self  /  a  greet  profit  therby  1344 

His  maister  knew  nat  /  alwey  /  what  he  wan 

With-outen  mandement  /  a  lewed  man 

He  koude  somne  /  on  peyne  of  Cristes  curs 

And  they  were  glade  /  for  to  fille  his  purs  1348 

And  make  hym.  /  grete  feestes  atte  nale 

And  right  as  ludas  /  hadde  purses  smale 

And  was  a  theef*  righf  swich  a  theef  was  he 

His  maister/  hadde  /  but  half  his  duetee  1352 

He  was  /  if  I  shal  yeuen  hym  his  laude  [leaf  si,  b«:k] 

A  theef  /  and  eek  /  a  Somnour  /  and  a  baude 

He  hadde  eek  wenches  /  at  lus  retenue 

That  wheither  /  pat  sir  Eobe?^  or  sir  Huwo  1356 

Or  lakke  /  or  Kauf  /  or  who  so  fat  it  were 

That  lay  by  hem  /  they  toldo  it  in  his  ere 

^  Thus  was  the  wenche  and  he  /  of  oon  assent* 

And  he  wolde  fecche  /  a  feyned  mandement*  1360 

And  somne  hem  to  the  Chapitre  bothe  two 

And  pile  the  man  /  and  lete  the  wenche  go 

H  Thanne  wolde  he  seye  /  freend  I  shal  for  thy  sake 

Do  striken  hire  /  out  of  oure  lettres  hlake  1364 
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Thee  ihar  namoore  /  as  in  this  cas  trauaille 

I  am  thy  fieend  /  ther  I  thee  may  aoaille 

Certeyn  /  he  knew  of  bribiyes  mo 

Than  possible  is  /  to  telle  in  yeres  two  1368 

ffor  in  this  world  /  nys  dogge  for  the  bowe 

That  kan  an  hurt  deer  /  from  an  hool  knowe 

Bet  /  than  this  Somnour  /  knew  a  sly  lecchour 

Or  an  Auowtier  /  or  a  paramour  1372 

And  for  that  was  /  the  fhiyf  of  al  his  rente 

Therfore  on  if  he  sette  al  his  entente 

H  And  so  bifel  /  that  ones  on  a  day 

This  Somno?«*  /  euere  waityng*  on  his  pray  1376 

ffor  to  somne  an  old  wydwe  a  Ribibe 

ffeynynge  a  cause  /  for  he  wolde  br^'be 

Happed  /  that  he  saugh  bifore  hym  ryde 

A  gay  yeman  /  vnder  a  fforest  syde  1 380 

A  bowe  he  bar  /  and  Arwes  brighte  and  keue 

He  hadde  vp-on  /  a  courtepy  of  grene 

An  hat  vp-on  his  heeil  /  with  frenges  blake 

IT  Sir6  quod  this  Somno?£r  /  hayl  and  wel  atako  1384 

Wei  come  quod  he  /  and  euery  gomi  folawe 

Wher  rydestow  /  vnder  this  grone  wode  shawo  f 

Seyde  this  yeman  /  wiltow  fer  to  day  ? 

^  This  SomnoMr  hym  answerde  /  and  seyde  nay  1388 

Heere  faste  by  qu(Hl  he  /  is  myn  entente 

To  lyden  /  for  to  royson  vp  a  rente 

That  longeth  /  to  my  lonles  duetee 

IT  Artow  thanne  a  bailly  ?  Ye  quod  he  /  1392 

He  dorste  nat*  for  verray  filthe  and  shame 

Seye  fat  he  was  a  somonotir  /  for  the  name 

IT  Depardieuz  quod  this  yeman  /  deorw  broother 

Thou  art  a  bailly  /  and  I  am  another  13U6 

I  am  vnknowen  /  as  in  this  controe 

Of  thyn  aqueyntance  /  I  wolde  pniye  thoo 

And  eek  of  bretherhede  /  if  ^t  vow  Icntc 

I  haue  gold  /  and  sihuT  in  my  rhei^te  MOO 
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If  that  thee  happe  /  to  comen  in  oure  shire  [teftfni 

AI  shal  be  thyn  /  right  as  thou  wolt  desire 

IT  Grantmercy  quod  this  Somonot^r  /  by  my  feith 

Euerych  in  ootheres  hand  /  his  trouthe  leith  1404 

flfor  to  be  sworn  bretheren  /  til  they  deye 

In  daliance  /  they  ryden  forth  hir  weye 

IT  This  Somonotir  /  that  was  as  ful  of  langles 

As  fill  of  venym  been  thise  waryangles  1408 

And  euere  enqueiyng*  vp-on  euery  thyng* 

Brother  quod  he  /  where  is  now  youre  dwellyng* 

Another  day  /  if  fat  I  sholde  yow  seche 

This  yeman  hym  answerde  /  in  softe  speche  1412 

IT  Brother  quod  he  /  fer  in  the  North  contree 

Where  as  I  hope  /  som  tyme  I  shal  thee  see 

Er  we  departe  /  I  shal  thee  so  wel  wisse 

That  of  myn  hous  /  ne  shaltow  neuere  mysse  1416 

IT  Now  brother  quod  this  Somonour  /  I  yow  preye 

Teche  me  /  whil  fat  we  ryden  by  the  weye 

Syn  fat  yo  been  /  a  baillif  as  am  I 

Som  subtiltee  /  and  tel  me  feithfully  1420 

In  myn  office  /  how  I  may  moost  wynne 

And  spareth  nat*  for  conscience  ne  63mne 

But  as  my  brother  /  tel  me  /  how  do  ye 

IT  Now  by  my  trouthe  /  brother  deere  seyde  he  1424 

As  I  shal  tellen  thee  /  a  feithful  tale 

My  wages  /  been  ful  streitc  and  ful  smale 

My  lord  is  hard  to  me  /  and  daungerous 

And  myn  office  /  is  ful  laborous  1428 

And  therfore  /  by  extorcions  I  lyue 

flbr  sotho  /  I  take  all  that*  men  wol  me  ycue 

Algate  /  by  sleyghte  /  or  by  violence 

ffro  yeer  to  yeer  /  I  w}'nne  al  my  dispence  1432 

I  kan  no  bettre  telle  /  feithfully 

IF  Now  certes  quod  this  Somonowr  /  so  fare  I 

I  spare  nat  to  taken  /  god  it  woof 

But  if  it  be  /  to  heuy  or  to  hoof  1436 
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What  I  may  gete  /  in  conseil  pr/uely 

Xo  maner  conscience  /  of  that  haue  I 

Nere  myn  extorciouw  /  I  myghte  nat  lyuei 

Nor  of  swiche  lapes  /  wol  I  nat  be  shryuen  1440 

Stomak  /  ne  conscience  /  ne  knowe  I  noon 

I  shrewe  thise  shrifte-fadres  euerychoon 
Wei  be  we  met*  by  god  /  and  by  seint  lame 

But  leeue  brother  /  tcl  me  thanne  thy  name  1444 

Quod  this  somonowr  /  in  this  meene  while 
This  yeman  /  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyle 

II  Brother  quod  he  /  wiltow  /  J>at  I  thee  telle 

I  am  a  fcend  /  my  dwellyng*  is  in  helle  1448 

And  heere  I  ryde  /  aboute  my  pwrchasyng*  D««f  w,  bMk] 

To  wito  /  wher  men  wolde  me  yeuen  any  thyng* 

My  purchas  /  is  theffect*  of  al  my  rente 

Looke  /  how  thou  rydesf  for  the  same  entente  1452 

To  Wynne  good  /  thou  rekkest  neuere  how 

Right  so  fare  I  /  for  ryde  I  woUie  right  now 

Vn-to  the  worldes  ende  /  for  a  preye 

^  A  quod  this  Somonowr  /  b^nedicite  what  sey  ye?     1456 

I  wende  /  ye  were  a  yeman  trewely 

Ye  ban  a  mannes  shap^'  /  as  wel  as  I 

Han  ye  figure  thanne  detcmiinat* 

In  helle  /  ther  ye  been  in  youre  estaf?  1460 

H  Nay  c^Tteinly  quod  he  /  ther  haue  we  noon 

But  whan  vs  liketh  /  we  kan  take  vs  oon 

Or  eUes  make  yow  snue  /  we  been  shape 

Som  tyme  /  lyk  a  man  or  lyk  an  A\ye  1464 

Or  lyk  an  Angel  /  kan  I  ryde  or  go 

It  is  no  wonder  thyng*  thogh  it  be  so 

A  lowsy  logelour  /  kan  deceyue  thee 

And  pardee  /  yet  kan  I  moore  craft  than  he  1468 

IT  Why  quod  the  Somonour  /  ryde  ye  thanne  or  g<M)n 

In  sondry  shap«  /  and  nat  alwoy  in  oon  ? 

^  ffor  we  quod  he  /  wol  vs  swiche  fonnes  make 

As  moost  able  is  /  oure  preyes  for  to  take  1472 
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If  What  maketh  yow  /  to  han  al  this  labour 

IT  fiiil  many  a  cause  /  leeue  sire  Somonour 

Seyde  this  feend  /  but  alle  thyng  hath  tyme 

The  day  is  short*  and  it  is  passed  piyme  1476 

And  yet*  ne  wan  I  no-thyng«  in  this  day 

I  wol  entende  /  to  wynnen  if  I  may 

And  nat  entende  /  hir  wittes  to  declare 

ffor  brother  myn  /  thy  wit  is  al  to  bare  1480 

To  ynderstonde  /  al-thogh  I  tolde  hem  thee 

But  for  thou  axest*  why  labouren  we 

ffor  som  tyme  /  we  been  goddes  Instrumentz 

And  meenes  /  to  doon  hise  comandementz  1 484 

Whan  that  hym  list*  vp-on  his  creatures 

In  dinars  art*  and  in  diuerse  figures 

With-outen  hym  /  we  haue  no  myght  cMayn 

If  that  hym  list*  to  stonden  ther  agayn  1488 

And  som  tyme  /  at  oure  prayere  /  han  we  leue 

Oonly  the  body  /  and  nat  the  soule  greue 

Witnesse  on  lob  /  whom  that  we  diden  wo 

And  som  tyme  /  han  we  myghf  of  bothe  two  1492 

This  is  to  seyn  /  of  soule  and  body  eke 

And  somtyme  /  be  we  suffired  for  to  seko 

Yp-on  a  man  /  and  doon  his  soule  vnrestc 

And  nat  his  soule  /  and  al  is  for  the  beste  1496 

Whan  he  withstandeth  oure  temptaciou/^  ne»f8s] 

It  is  /  cause  /  of  his  sauacioun 

Al  be  if  that  it  was  nat  oure  entente 

He  sholde  be  sauf*  but  pat  we  wolde  hym  hcnte  1*^00 

And  som  tyme  /  be  we  seruant  vn-to  man 

As  to  the  Bissliope  /  Seint  Dunstan 

And  to  the  Apostles  /  seruant  eek  was  .1. 

IT  Yet  tel  me  /  quod  the  Somonowr  feithfully  1504 

Make  ye  yow  newe  bodies  /  thus  alway 

Of  Elementz  ?  the  feend  answerde  nay  / 

Som  tyme  we  feyne  /  and  som  tyme  we  aryse 

With  dede  bod  yes  /  in  ful  soinlry  wyse  1508 
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And  speke  as  renablj  /  and  faiie  and  wel 

As  to  the  Phitonissa  /  dide  Samuel 

And  jet  wol  som  men  seye  /  it  was  nat  he 

I  do  no  fors  /  of  yonre  dynynytee  1512 

Bat  o  thyng  wame  I  thee  /  I  wol  nat  lape 

Thou  wolt  algates  /  wite  how  we  been  shape 

Thou  shalt  herafterwaides  /  my  brother  deere 

Come  there  /  thee  nedeth  naf  of  me  to  leere  1516 

ffor  thou  shalf  by  thyn  owene  experience 

Konne  in  a  chayer  /  rede  of  this  sentence 

Bet  than  Virgile  /  while  he  was  on  lyue 

Or  Dant  also  /  now  lat  vs  ryde  blyue  1520 

ffor  I  wole  /  holde  compaignye  with  thee 

Til  it  be  so  /  that  thou  forsake  me 

IT  Nay  quod  this  Somonour/  that  shal  nat  bityde 

I  am  a  yeman  /  knowen  is  ful  wyde  1524 

My  trouthe  wol  I  holde  /  as  in  this  cas 

ffor  though  thou  were  /  the  deuel  Sathanas 

My  trouthe  wol  I  holde  /  to  my  brother 

As  I  am  sworn  /  and  ech  of  vs  til  oother  1528 

ffor  to  be  trewe  brother  /  in  this  cas 

And  bothe  we  goon  /  abouten  oure  ptfrchas 

Task  thou  thy  parf  what  ^t  men  wol  thee  yeue 

And  I  shal  myn  /  thus  may  we  bothe  lyue  1532 

And  if  ^t  any  of  vs  /  haue  moore  than  oother 

Lat  hym  be  trewe  /  and  parte  it  witA  his  brother 

IT  I  graunte  quod  the  deuel  /  by  my  fey 

And  with  that  word  /  they  rj'den  forth  hir  wey  1536 

And  right  at  the  entryng*  of  the  townes  ende 

To  which  this  Somonour  /  shoope  hym  for  to  wende 

They  saugh  a  Cart*  that  charged  was  with  hey 

Which  ftft  a  Carters  /  droof  forth  in  his  wey  1540 

Deeptf  was  the  woy  /  for  which  the  Carte  stood 

The  Cartere  smoot*  and  cryde  /  as  he  were  wood 

Ilayt  Bruk  /  hayt  Scot*  what  spare  ye  for  the  stones 

Tlie  fecnd  quo<l  he  /  yow  fecche  body  and  bones         1544 
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As  ferforthlj  /  as  eaere  were  ye  foled  tiaaf  ss,  Uck] 

So  muche  wo  /  as  I  haue  with  yow  tholed 

The  deuel  haue  al  /  bothe  hors  and  Cart*  and  hey 

IT  This  Somonof^r  seyde  /  heere  shal  we  haue  a  pley  1548 

And  neer  the  feend  he  drough  /  as  noght  ne  were 

fful  priuely  /  and  rowned  in  his  ere 

Herkne  my  brother  /  herkne  by  thy  feith 

Herestow  nat*  how  ])at  the  Carters  seith  1552 

Hent  it  anon  /  for  he  hath  yeue  it  thee 

Bothe  hey  and  Cart*  and  eek  hise  caples  thre 

IT  Nay  quod  the  deuel  /  god  woot  neuer  a  deel 

It  is  nat  his  entente  /  trust  thou  me  weel  1556 

Axe  hym  thy  self*  if  thou  nat  trowest  me 

Or  elles  stynt  a  while  /  and  thou  shalt  see 

IT  This  Carters  /  taketh  his  hors  on  the  croupe 

And  they  bigonne  drawen  and  to  stoupe  1560 

Heyt  now  quod  he  /  ther  Ihe^u  crist  yow  blesse 

And  al  his  handwerk*  bothe  moore  and  lesse 

That  was  wel  twight*  myn  owene  lyard  boy 

I  pray  to  god  saue  thee  /  and  seint  loy  1564 

Now  is  my  Cart*  out  of  the  slow  pardee 

IT  Lo  brother  quod  the  feend  /  what  tolde  I  thee 

Heere  may  ye  se  /  myn  owene  deere  brother 

The  carl  spak  oon  /  but  he  thoghte  another  1568 

Lat  V8  go  forth  /  abouten  oure  viage 

Heere  /  wynne  I  no  thyng*  vp-on  cariago 

^  Whan  that  they  coomen  /  som-what  out  of  towno 

This  Somonowr  /  to  his  brother  gan  to  rowne  1572 

Brother  quod  he  /  heere  woneth  an  old  rebekke 

That  hadde  almoost*  as  lief*  to  lese  hire  nekke 

As  for  to  yeue  /  a  peny  of  hir  good 

I  wole  han  .xij.  pens  /  though  pat  she  be  wood  1576 

Or  I  wol  sompne  hire  /  vn-to  oure  office 

And  yet  god  woot*  of  hire  knowe  I  no  vice 

But  for  thou  kanst  nat*  as  in  this  contree 

"Wynne  thy  cost*  taak*  heer  ensample  of  me  1580 
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IT  This  Somono2/r  /  clappeth  at  the  wydwes  gate 

Com  out  quod  he  /  thou  olde  viiytrate 

I  trowe  thou  hasf  som  frere  /  or  preest  with  tliee 

IT  Who  clappeth  seyde  this  wjf  benedicitee  1584 

God  saue  you  sire  /  what  is  youie  sweete  wille  ? 

%  I  haue  quod  he  /  of  somonce  a  bille 

Vp-on  peyne  of  cursyng*  looke  Jat  thou  be 

Tomorn  /  bifore  the  Erchedeknes  knee  1588 

Tanswere  to  the  courf  of  certeyn  thynges 

IT  Now  lord  quod  she  /  crist  Ihe^u  kyng  of  kynges 

So  wisly  heli)e  me  /  as  I  ne  may 

I  haue  been  syk  /  and  that  ful  many  a  day  1592 

I  may  nat  go  so  for  quod  she  ne  ryde  [kaf  84] 

But  I  be  deed  /  so  prikcth  it  in  my  syde 

May  I  nat  axe  a  libel  /  sire  Somonour 

And  answere  there  /  by  my  procutour  1596 

To  swich  thyng*  as  men  wole  opposen  me  ? 

IT  Tis  qu(xl  this  Somonoi/r  /  pay  anon  lat  se 

Twelf  pens  to  me  /  and  I  wol  thee  a(X{uite 

I  shal  no  profit*  han  thcr-by  /  but  lite  1600 

My  maistcr  hath  the  profit*  and  nat  I 

Com  of  /  and  lat  me  ryden  hastily 

Yif  me  .xij.  i)ens  /  I  may  no  lenger  tarye 

%  Twelf  pens  quod  she  /^  now  lady  Seinte  Marie        1604 

So  wisly  help  me  god  /  out  of  care  and  synne 

This  wyde  world  /  thogh  f'lt  I  sholde  wynne 

Ne  haue  I  nat  .xij.  pens  vrith-lnne  myn  hoold 

Ye  knowen  wel  /  that  I  am  pouro  and  oold  1 608 

Kithe  youre  Almesse  /  on  me  poure  wrccche 

H  Nay  thanne  quod  he  /  the  foule  feend  me  fecche 

If  I  thexcuse  /  though  thou  shul  be  spilt* 

H  Alias  quod  she  /  god  woot*  I  haue  no  gilt*  1612 

H  Pay  me  quod  he  /  or  by  the  sweete  seinte  Anno 

As  I  /  wol  bere  awey  thy  newe  panne 

ifor  dette  /  which  that  thou  owest  me  of  old 

Whan  ^(t  thou  madest*  thyn  housbonde  cokewold      1616 
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I  pajde  at  hoom  /  for  thy  correccioun 

IT  Thou  lixt  quod  she  /  by  my  sauacioun 

Ne  was  I  neuere  er  now  /  wydwe  ne  wyf" 

Somoned  vn-to  youre  court*  in  al  my  lyf*  1620 

Xe  neuere  I  nas  /  but  of  my  body  trewe 

Vn-to  the  deuel  /  blak*  and  rough  of  hewo 

Yeue  I  thy  body  /  and  my  panne  also 

IT  And  whan  the  deuel  /  herde  hire  cursen  so  1624 

Vp-on  hir  knees  /  he  seyde  in  this  manere 

Now  Mabely  /  myn  owene  moder  deere 

Is  this  youre  wyl  /  in  emest  Jat  ye  seye  ?  . 

IT  The  deuel  quod  she  /  so  fecche  hym  er  he  deye        1628 

And  panne  and  al  /  but  he  wol  hym  repente 

IT  Nay  olde  Stot*  that  is  nat  myn  entente 

Quod  this  Somonotr/*  /  for  to  repente  me 

ffor  any  thyng«  that  I  haue  had  of  thee  1632 

I  wolde  I  hadde  thy  smok  and  euery  clooth 

IT  Now  brother  quod  the  deuel  /  be  nat  wrooth 

Thy  body  and  this  panne  /  been  myne  by  right* 

Thou  shalt  with  me  to  helle  /  yet  to-nyght*  1636 

Where  /  thou  shalt  knowen  /  of  oure  prnietee 

Moore  /  than  a  maister  of  dyuynytee 

And  w/t/i  that  word  /  this  foule  feend  hym  hente 

Body  and  soule  /  he  with  the  deuel  wente  1640 

Where  as  that  Somonowrs  /  han  hir  heritage         [leaf &i.  back] 

And  god  /  J)at  made  /  after  his  ymage 

Mankynde  /  saue  and  gyde  vs  alle  and  some 

And  leue  thise  Somonot/rs  /  goode  men  bicome  1644 

LOrdynges  /  I  koude  ban  toold  yow  i\iiod  this  frere 
Hadde  I  had  leyser  /  for  this  Somiiour  heere 
After  the  text*  of  Crist/  Poul  /  and  lohn 
And  of  oure  othere  doctours  many  oon  1648 

Swiche  peynes  /  that  youre  he?*te  myghte  agiyse 
Al  be  it  so  /  no  tonge  may  it  deuyse 
Thogh  \a\t  I  myghte  /  a  thousand  wynter  telle 
The  peynes  /  of  thilke  cursed  hous  of  helle  1652 
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But  for  to  kepe  ts  /  fro  that  cursed  place 

Waketh  /  and  prejeth  Ihe«u  for  his  grace 

So  kepe  vs  /  fro  the  temptour  Sathanas 

Herketh  this  word  /  beth  war/  as  in  this  cas  1656 

The  leoun  sit*  in  his  awayt  alwaj 

To  sle  the  Innocent/  if  that  he  maj 

Disposeth  ay  /  youre  hertes  to  withstondo 

The  feend  /  pat  yow  wolde  make  /  thral  and  bondo     1660 

He  may  nat  tempto  yow  /  ouer  youre  mygKt* 

fifor  crist  wol  be  /  youre  champion  and  knyght* 

And  prayeth  /  pat  thise  Somonours  hem  repente 

Of  hir  mysdedes  /  er  pat  the  fcend  hem  hente  '  1664 
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%  The  prologe  /  of  the  Somonours  tale  ^  ion  u^rsi,  back} 

I  His  SomonoMr  /  in  his  Styropes  hye  stood 
Vp-on  this  frere  /  his  herte  was  so  woodf 
That  lyk  an  Aspen  leef  /  he  quook  for  Ire 

If  Lordynges  quod  he  /  but  o  thyng  I  desire  1668 

I  yow  biseke  /  that  of  youre  curteisye 

Syn  ye  han  herd  /  this  false  frere  lye 

As  suffereth  me  /  I  may  my  tale  telle 

This  frere  bosteth  /  that  he  knoweth  helle  1672 

And  god  it  woof  that  it  is  litel  wonder 

fi&eres  and  feendes  /  been  but  lyte  a-sonder 

ffor  pardee  /  ye  han  ofte  tyme  herd  telle 

How  that  a  frere  /  vanysshed  was  to  helle  1676 

In  spirit  ones  /  by  a  visioun 

And  as  an  Angel  /  ladde  hym  vp  and  doun 

To  shewen  hym  /  the  poynes  fat  ther  were 

In  al  the  place  /  saugh  he  nat  a  frere  1680 

Of  oother/  folk*  /  he  saugh  ynowe  in  wo  cieaf  85] 

Vn-to  this  Angel  /  spak  the  frere  tho 

IT  Now  sire  quod  he  /  han  frcres  swich  a  grace 

That  noon  of  hem  /  shal  come  to  this  place?  1684 

IT  Yis  quod  this  Angel  /  many  a  MiDioun 

And  vn-to  Sathanas  /  he  ladde  hym  doun 

And  now  hath  Sathanas  /  seith  he  a  tayl 

Broddcr/  than  of  a  Carry k/  is  the  sayl  1688 

Hold  vp  thy  tayl  /  thou  Sathanas  quod  he 

Shewe  forth  thyn  era  /  and  lat  the  frere  se 

Where  is  the  nest  of  freres  /  in  this  place 

And  er/  pat  half  a  furlong  wey  of  space  1692 
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Rigtit  so  as  bees  /  out  swarmen  from  an  hyae 

Out  of  the  deueles  era  /  ther  gonne  diyue 

Twenty  thousand  freies  /  in  a  route 

And  thuigh-out  helle  /  swarmeden  aboute  1696 

And  comen  agayn  /  as  faste  as  they  may  gon 

And  in  his  era  /  they  crepten  euerychon 

He  dapte  his  tayl  agayn  /  and  lay  ful  stille 

This  fiere  /  whan  he  hadde  looke  al  his  fille  1700 

Ypon  the  tormentz  /  of  this  sory  place 

His  spirit*  god  restored  of  his  grace 

Yn-to  his  body  agayn  /  and  he  awook* 

But  natheles  /  for  fere  yet  he  quook*  1704 

So  was  the  deueles  era  /  ay  in  his  mynde 

That  is  his  heritage  /  of  verray  kynde 

God  saue  yow  alle  /  saue  this  cursed  frere 

My  prologe  /  wol  I  ende  /  in  this  manere  1708 
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^  Heere  bigynneth  the  Somonour  his  tale  ^ 

LOrdynges  /  ther  is  in  yorkshiie  /  as  I  gesse 
A  merssfi  contree  /  called  Holdemesse  J^SmSIS']^"* 
In  which  /  ther  wente  a  lymytour  aboute 
To  preche  /  and  eek  to  begge  /  it  is  no  doute  1712 
And  so  bifel  /  that  on  a  day  /  this  fiere 
Hadde  preched  at  a  chirche  in  his  manere 
And  specially  /  abouen  eueiy  th3mg/ 
Excited  he  the  peple  /  in  his  prechyng*  1716 

To  tientals  /  and  to  yeue  for  goddes  sake 
Wher-with  /  men  niyghte  hooly  houses  make 
Ther  as  diuine  s^ruyce  is  honoured 

Kat  ther  as  it  is  wasted  and  deuoured  1720 

Xe  ther  it  nedeth  nat/  for  to  bo  yeue 
As  to  possessioners  /  that  mowen  lyue 
Thanked  be  god  /  in  wele  and  habundaunce         [leaf  s^  back] 
Trentals  seyde  he  /  deliueren  fro  penaunce  1724 

Hir  freendes  soules  /  as  wel  olde  as  yonge 
Ye  /  whan  pat  they  been  hastily  ysonge 
Nat  for  to  holde  a  preest  loly  and  gay 
He  syngeth  naf  but  o  masse  in  a  day  1 728 

Deliuereth  out  quod  he  /  anon  the  soules 
iful  hard  it  is  /  with  flesshhook*  or  with  oules 
To  been  yclawed  /  or  to  brenne  or  bake 
Now  spede  yow  hastily  /  for  cristes  sake  1732 

And  whan  this  frere  /  had  seyd  al  his  entente 
With  /  qui  cum  patre  /  forth  his  wey  he  wente 
IT  Whan  folk  in  chirche  /  had  yeue  him  /  what  hem  lest 
He  went  his  wey  /  no  longer  wolde  he  reste  173(5 
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With  Bcrippe  and  tipped  staf/  ytukked  hye 

In  euery  hous  /  he  gan  to  poore  and  prye 

And  beggoth  mele  /  and  chese  /  or  elles  com 

His  felawe  hadde  a  staf  /  tipped  with  horn  1740 

A  peyre  of  tables  /  al  of  yuory 

And  a  poyntel  /  polysshed  fetisly 

And  wroote  the  names  /  alwey  as  he  stood 

Of  alle  folk/  that  yaf  hym  any  good  1 744 

Asaunces  /  that  he  wolde  for  hem  prey 

Yif  hym  a  busshel  whete  /  Malt*  or  Beye 

A  goddes  kechyl  /  or  a  tiype  of  chese 

Or  elles  what  yow  lysf  we  may  nat  cheese  1748 

A  goddes  halfpeny  /  or  a  masse  peny 

Or  yif  vs  of  youre  brawn  /  if  ye  haue  eny 

A  dagon)  of  youre  blanket*  leeue  dame 

Oure  suster  deere  /  lo  heere  I  vrrite  yonre  name  1 752 

Bacon)  or  beef/  or  swich  thyng*  as  ye  fynde 

If  A  sturdy  harlot/  wente  ay  hem  bihynde 

That  was  hir  hostes  man  /  and  bar  a  sak* 

And  what  men  yaf  hem  /  leyde  it  on  his  bak*  1756 

And  whan  pat  he  /  was  out  at  doro  anon 

He  planed  awey  /  the  names  euerichon 

That  he  bifom  /  had  writen  in  his  tables 

He  s^rued  hem  /  with  nyfles  and  with  fables  1 7G0 

IT  Nay  ther  thou  lixt*  thou  SoDionour  quod  the  frvre 

IT  Pees  quod  oure  Hoost*  for  cr/stes  mooder  dccre 

Tel  forth  thy  tale  /  and  spare  it  nat  at  al 

If  So  thryne  I  quod  tbis  Somouof/r  /  so  I  slial  17G4 

IF  So  longe  he  wente  hous  by  hous  /  til  he 

Cam  til  an  hous  /  ther  he  was  wont  to  be 

Kefresshed  moorc  /  than  in  an  hundred  placid 

Syk  lay  the  goode  man  /  whos  the  place  is  1768 

Bcdrede  vp-on  a  couche  lowe  he  lay 

Deus  hie/  quoil  he  /  o  Thomas  freend  gtxKl  day 

Seyde  this  frere  /  curteisly  and  sofle  n«f«wi 

Thomas  qnod  lie  /  gml  yeldo  yow  /  fnl  oftc  1772 
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Haue  I  /  yp-on  this  bench  /  faien  ful  weel 

Heere  haue  I  eten  /  many  a  myrie  meel 

And  fro  the  bench  /  he  droof  awey  the  cat 

And  leyde  adoun  /  his  potente  and  his  haf  1776 

And  eek  his  scrippe  /  and  sette  hym  softe  adoim 

His  felawe  /  was  go  walked  in-to  toun 

fforth  with  his  knaue  /  in-to  that  hostelrye 

Wher«  as  he  shoope  hym  /  thilke  nyght  to  lye  1780 

IT  0  deere  maister  /  quod  this  sike  man 

How  han  ye  fare  /  sith  pat  March  bigan  * 

I  saugh  yow  noght/  this  fourtnyght*  or  moore 

God  woot  quod  he  /  laboured  I  haue  ful  soore  1784 

And  specially  /  for  thy  sauacion) 

Haue  I  seyd  /  many  a  precious  orison) 

And  for  oure  othere  freendes  /  god  hem  blesse 

I  haue  to  day  /  been  at  youre  chirche  at  messe  /  1788 

And  seyd  a  sermon)  /  after  my  symple  wit* 

Nat  al  after/  the  text*  of  hooly  writ/ 

ffor  it  is  hard  to  yow  /  as  I  suppose 

And  therfore  /  wol  I  teche  yow  al  the  glose  1792 

Glosynge  /  is  a  glorious  thyng  ccrteyn 

ffor  lettre  sleeth  /  so  as  thise  clcrkes  seyn  J  J;JJ^  ®*«**"* 

There  bane  I  taught  hem  to  bo  charitable 

And  spende  hir  good  /  ther  it  is  rcsonable  1796 

And  there  I  saugh  oure  dame  /  a  where  is  she  ? 

IT  Yond  in  the  yerd  /  I  trowe  pat  she  bo 

Soyde  this  man  /  and  she  wol  como  anon 

IT  Ey  maister  /  wel  como  bo  ye  /  by  seint  lohfi  1800 

Seyde  this  wyf  /  how  fare  ye  liortely  ? 

IT  The  frere  ariseth  vp  ful  curteisly 

And  hire  embraceth  in  his  Amies  narwe 

And  kiste  hire  sweete  /  and  chirteth  as  a  sparwe         1804 

With  his  lyppes  /.  dame  quod  he  right  weel  * 

As  ho  /  that  is  youre  seruant  euery  deel 

Thanked  be  god  /  pat  yow  yaf  soule  and  lyf 

Yet  saugh  T  nat  this  day  /  so  fair  a  wyf«  1808 
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In  al  tho  chirche  /  god  so  saue  me 

IT  Ye  /  god  amende  defautes  /  sire  quod  she 

Algates  /  wel  come  be  ye  /  by  my  fey 

Graunt  men^y  dame  /  this  hauo  I  foundo  alwoy  1812 

Bat  of  youro  greto  goodnesse  /  by  youro  louo 

I  wolde  prey  yow  /  J>at  ye  nat  yow  grouo 

I  wole  with  Thomas  spoke  a  litel  throwe 

Thise  carats  /  been  ful  necligent  and  slowo  1810 

To  grope  tendrely  a  conscience 

In  shrift*  in  pr^hyng*  is  my  diligence 

And  studie  /  in  Petres  wordes  /  and  in  Ponies     nmf  m.  ua] 

I  walke  /  and  fisshe  cristen  mennes  soalos  1820 

To  yelden  Ihe^  crist  /  his  pi*opro  rente 

To  sprede  his  word  /  is  sot  al  myn  entente 

%  Now  by  youre  leue  /  o  deero  sin*  quod  she 

Ghideth  him  weel  /  for  seinte  Trinitoe  1824 

He  is  as  angry  /  as  a  pissemyre 

Though  ])at  he  haue  /  al  that  ho  kan  desire 

Though  I  him  wrye  a-nyght/  and  make  hym  warm 

And  on  hym  leye  my  leg*  outlier  myn  Arm  1828 

He  groneth  lyk  oure  boor  /  lith  in  oure  sty 

Oother  desport*  ryght  noon  of  hym  haue  I 

I  may  nat  pleso  hym  /  in  no  mancr  cas 

IT  0  Thomas  /  le  vous  dy  /  Thomas  /  Thomas  18,H2 

This  maketh  the  feend  /  this  moste  l>en  amended 

Ire  is  a  thyng*  that  hye  goil  defended 

And  ther-of/  wol  I  speke  a  word  or  two 

%  Now  maister  quod  the  wyf*  er  J)«t  I  go  1836 

What  wol  ye  dyne  /?  I  wol  go  ther-aboute 

IT  Now  dame  quod  he  /  le  vous  dy  sanz  doute 

Haue  I  nat  of  a  capoii)  /  but  the  lyuere 

And  of  youre  softe  breed  /  nat  but  a  shyuere  1840 

And  after  that*  a  rosted  pigges  hceil 

But  that  I  nolde  /  no  beest  for  nu\  were  dead 

Thanne  hadde  I  with  yow  hoomly  sufRsauifce 

I  am  a  man  /  of  litel  sustenau/ice  1844 
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My  spirit*  hath  his  fostryng*  in  the  Bible 

The  body  is  ay  /  so  redy  and  penyble 

To  wake  /  that  my  stomak  is  destroyed 

I  prey  yow  dame  /  ye  be  nat  anoyed  1848 

Though  I  so  fireendly  /  yow  my  conseil  shewe 

By  god  /  I  wolde  nat  telle  if  but  a  fewe 

IT  Now  sire  quod  she  /  but  o  word  er  I  go 

My  child  is  deed  /  with-Inne  thise  wykes  two  1852 

Soone  after  /  fat  ye  wente  out  of  this  toun 

%  His  deeth  /  saugh  I  by  reuelacioun 

Seith  this  frere  /  at  hoom  in  oure  dortour 

I  dar  wel  seyn  /  that  er  pat  half  an  hour  1856 

After  his  deeth  /  I  saugh  hym  bom  to  blisse 

In  myn  Avision)  /  so  god  me  wisse 

So  dide  our  Sexteyn  /  and  oure  ffermerer 

That  han  been  trewe  freres  /  fifty  yeer  18G0 

They  may  now  /  god  be  thanked  of  his  loone 

Maken  hir  lubilee  /  and  walke  allone 

And  yp  I  roos  /  and  al  oure  Gouent  eke 

With  many  a  teare  /  triklyng*  on  my  cheke  1864 

Withouten  noyse  /  or  claterynge  of  belles 

Te  deum  was  oure  song*  and  no  thyng  elles 

Saue  /  that  to  crist*  I  seyde  an  orison)  [leaf  st] 

Thankynge  hym  /  of  his  reuelacion)  1868 

ffor  sire  and  dame  /  trusteth  mo  right  weel 

Oure  orisons  /  been  wel  moore  efifectueel 

And  moore  we  seen  /  of  cristes  secree  thynges 

Than  burel  folk/  al  though  they  weren  kynges  1872 

We  lyue  in  pouerte  /  and  in  abstinence 

And  burell  folk  /  in  richesse  and  despence 

Of  mete  and  drynke  /  and  in  hir  foul  delit* 

We  han  this  worldes  lusf  al  in  despit/  1876 

Lazar  and  diues  /  lyueden  diuersly 

And  diuerse  gerdon)  /  hadden  they  ther-by 

Who  so  wol  preye  /  he  moot  faste  and  be  clene 

And  fatte  bis  soule  /  and  make  his  body  lone  Raidnare  qK«m 
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We  &re  as  seith  thapostle  /  dooth  and  foode  S^J^SSiJuSa 

Suflfisen  V8  /  though  they  be  nat  ful  goode       •«»"*~«^ 

The  clennesse  and  the  fastynge  of  vs  freres 

Maketh  /  pat  crist  accepteth  onre  preyeres  1884 

IT  Lo  Moyses  /  fourty  dayes  /  and  fourty  nygKt*  J  SiS^JS**^ 

fifasted  /  er  pat  the  heighe  god  of  myghf 

Spak  with  hym  /  in  the  mount  of  8ynay 

With  empty  wombe  /  fastynge  many  a  day  1888 

Beceyued  he  the  lawe  /  that  was  writen 

With  goddes  fynger  /  and  Elye  wel  ye  witen 

In  mount  Oreb  /  er  he  hadde  any  speche 

With  hye  god  /  that  is  oure  lyues  leche  1892 

He  fasted  longe  /  and  was  in  contemplatince 

%  Aaron  /  that  hadde  the  temple  in  gouemat<nce 

And  eek/  that  othere  preestes  euerichon) 

In-to  the  temple  /  whan  they  sholde  gon  1896 

To  preye  for  the  peple  /  and  do  scruyse 

They  nolden  drynken  /  in  no  maner  wyse 

Ko  drynke  /  which  pat  myghte  hem  dronke  make 

But  there  /  in  abstinence  prcyo  and  wake  1900 

Lest  that  they  deyden  /  taak  hcede  what  I  seye 

But  they  be  sobre  /  that  for  the  peplo  preye 

War  that  /*  I  seye  namooro  /  for  it*  suffiseth 

Oure  lord  Ihera  /  as  hooly  writ  deuyseth  1904 

Yaf  vs  ensamplo  /  of  fastynge  and  preyeres 

Therfore  /  we  mendynantz  /  we  sely  freres 

Been  wedded  /  to  pouerte  and  continence 

To  charite  /  humblesse  /  and  abstinence  1908 

To  persecuciofl  /  for  rightwisnesse 

To  wepynge  /  Misericorde  and  clennesse 

And  therfore  may  ye  se  /  pat  oure  preyeres 

I  spoke  of  YS  /  we  mendynantz  we  freres  1912 

Been  to  the  hye  god  /  moore  acceptable 

Than  yonres  /  w/tA  youre  fecstes  at  the  table 

ffro  Paradys  first*  if  I  shal  nat  lye  [Mm,  imk] 

Was  man  out  chaccd  /  for  his  glutonyc  1916 
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And  chaast  was  man  /  in  Paradys  certeyn 

IT  But  herkne  Thomas  /  what  I  shal  seyn 

I  ne  haue  no  text  of  it/  as  I  suppose 

But  I  shal  fynde  it/  in  a  maner  glose  1920 

That  specially  /  oure  sweote  lord  Uiesua 

Spak  this  by  freres  /  whan  he  seyde  thus 

IT  Blessed  be  they  /  that  pouere  in  spirit  been 

And  so  forth  /  al  the  gospel  /  may  ye  seen  1924 

Wher  it  be  likker  /  oure  profession?} 

Or  hirs  /  that  swymmen  in  possessions 

ffy  on  hira  pompe  /  and  hira  glotonye 

And  for  hir  lewednesse  /  I  hem  dififye  1928 

IT  Me  thynketh  /  they  been  lyk  lovinyan 

fiat  as  a  whale  /  and  walkynge  as  a  swan 

Al  vinolenf  as  Botel  in  the  spence 

Hir  preyere  /  is  of  ful  greet  reuerence  1932 

Whan  they  for  soules  /  seye  the  psalm)  of  Dauit/ 

Lo  /  but  they  seye  /  cor  meam  eructauit/ 

"Who  folweth  /  cnstes  gospel  /  and  his  foore  ® 

But  we  fat  humble  been  /  and  chaasf  and  pooi»         1936 

Werkeris  of  goddes  word  /  not  Auditours 

Therfore  /  righf  as  an  hauk<  vp  at  a  sours 

Vp  springeth  in-to  their  /  right  so  prayeres 

Of  charitable  /  and  chaste  bisy  freres  1940 

Maken  hir  sours  /  to  goddes  eres  two 

Thomas  Thomas  /  so  moote  I  ryde  or  go 

And  by  that  lord  /  fat  clepid  is  seint  Yue 

Nere  thou  oure  brother  /  sholdestou  nat  thryuo  1944 

In  our  Chapitre  /  praye  we  day  and  nyght* 

To  crist/  fat  he  thee  sende  /  heele  and  myghf 

Thy  body  /  for  to  weelden  hastily 

IT  God  woot*  quod  he  /  no  thyng  ther-of  feole  I  1948 

As  help  me  crisf  as  in  a  fewe  yeres 

I  han  spent  /  vp-on  diuerse  manere  freres 

fFul  many  a  pound  /  yet  fare  I  ncuer  the  bcf 

Certeyn  my  good  /  I  haue  almoost  biset*  1952 
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ffaiwel  my  gold  /  for  it  is  al  ago 

%  The  ^re  answerde  /  o  Thomas  dostow  so  ? 

What  nedeth  jow  /  diuerse  freres  seche 

What  nedeth  hjm  /  pat  hath  a  parfit  leche  1956 

To  sechen  /  othere  leches  in  the  toun  ? 

Youre  inconstance  /  lb  youre  confusioon 

Holde  ye  thanne  me  /  or  elles  oore  Couent^ 

To  praye  for  yow  /  been  insufficient*?  1960 

Thomas  that  lape  /  nys  naf  worth  a  myte 

Youre  maladye  /  is  for  we  han  to  lyte 

A  yif  that  Couent/  half  a  quarter  otes  [mbs] 

A  yif  that  Couent/  .xxii^'.  grotes  1964 

A  yif  that  frere  a  peny  /  and  lat  hym  go 

Xay  nay  Thomas  /  it  may  no  thyng  be  so 

What  is  a  ferthyng<  worth  /  parted  in  twelue 

Lo  ech  thyng*  that  is  oned  /  in  it  selue  ^lla^S^'^""^ 

Is  moore  strong*  than  whan  it  is  toscatered 

Thomas  /  of  me  /  thou  shalt  nat  been  yflatered 

Thou  woldest  han  oure  labour  al  for  noghf 

The  hye  god  /  that  al  this  world  hath  wroghf  1972 

Seith  that  the  werkman  /  worthy  is  his  hyre  ^^S!SS»n^S^^ 

Thomas  /  noght*  of  youre  tresor  I  desire 

As  for  my  self*  but  that  al  oure  Couenf 

To  preye  for  yow  /  is  ay  so  diligent*  1976 

And  for  to  buylden  /  cristes  owene  cliirche 

Thomas  /  if  ye  wol  lemen  for  to  wirche 

Of  buyldynge  vp  of  chirches  /  may  ye  fynde 

If  it  be  good  /  in  Thomas  lyf  of  Inde  1980 

Ye  lye  heere  /  ful  of  Auger  of  Ire 

With  which  /  the  deuel  set  youre  herte  afyre 

And  chiden  heere  /  the  sely  Innocent* 

Youre  wyf/  that  is  so  meke  and  pacient*  1984 

And  therfore  Thomas  /  trowe  me  if  thee  leste 

Ne  stryue  nat  with  thy  "wyi/  as  for  thy  beste 

And  ber  this  word  awey  /  now  by  thy  feitli 

Touchynge  this  thyng*  lo  what  the  wise  seith  1988 
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And  for  despit/  he  drank'  ful  muchel  moore 

An  hondred  part/  than  he  hadde  bifoore 

And  right  anon  /  this  Irons  cnrsed  wrecche 

Leet/  this  knyghtes  sone  /  bifore  hym  fecche  2064 

Comandynge  hym  /  he  sholde  bifore  hym  stonde 

And  sodeynly  /  he  took  his  bowe  in  honde 

And  yp  the  streng^  he  pulled  to  his  ere 

And  with  an  arwe  /  he  slow  the  child  right  there       2068 

Now  /  wheither  haue  I  /  a  siker  hand  or  noon 

Quod  he  /  is  al  my  myghf  and  mynde  agon 

Hath  wyn  bireft*  me  myne  eyen  sight* 

IT  What  sholde  I  telle  /  thanswere  of  the  knyghf       2072 

His  sone  was  slayn  /  ther  is  namoore  to  seye 

Beth  war  therfore  /  with  lordes  how  ye  pleye 

Syngeth  Placebo  /  and  I  shal  if  I  kan 

But  if  it  be  /  vn-to  a  poure  man  2076 

To  a  poure  man  /  men  sholde  hise  vices  teUe 

But  nat  to  a  lord  /  thogh  he  sholde  go  to  helle 

LO  Irons  Cirus  /  thilke  Percien 
How  he  destroyed  /  the  ryuer  of  Gyscn  2080 

ffor  that  an  hors  of  his  was  dreynt  ther-Inne 
Whan  fat  he  wente  /  Babiloigne  to  wynne 
He  made  /  that  the  Eyuer  /  was  so  smal 
That  wommen  /  myghte  wade  it  ouer  al  2084 

Lo  what  seyde  he  /  that  so  wel  teche  kan 
Ne  be  no  felawe  to  an  Irons  man 
Ne  wtt^  no  wood  man  /  walke  by  the  wcye 
Lest  thee  repente  /  ther  is  namoore  to  seye  2088 

NOw  Thomas  leeue  brother  /  lef  thyn  Ire 
Thou  shalt  me  fynde  /  as  lust/  as  is  a  squyre 
Hoold  nat  the  deueles  knyf*  ay  at  thyn  herto 
Thyn  angre  dooth  thee  /  al  to  soore  smerte  2092 

But  she  we  to  me  /  al  thy  confcssioft 
IT  Nay  quod  the  sike  man  /  by  Seint  Symon) 
I  haue  be  shryuen  this  day  /  at  my  curat* 
I  haue  hym  toold  hoolly  al  myn  estat*  2096 
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Nedeth  namoore  /  to  8i)eken  of  it  scith  he 

But  if  me  list/  of  myn  humylitee 

IT  Tif  me  thanne  of  thy  gold  /  to  make  oure  cloyBtre 

Quod  he  /  for  many  a  Muscle  /  and  many  an  oystre     2100 

Whan  othere  men  /  han  ben  ful  wel  at  eyse 

Hath  been  oure  foode  /  our  cloystre  for  to  leyse 

And  yet  god  woot*  vnnethe  the  fundement^ 

Parfoumed  is  /  ne  of  our  pauement*  2104 

Nys  nat  a  tyl  yet/  with-Inne  oure  wones 

By  god  /  we  owen  fourty  pound  for  stones 

IT  Now  help  Thomas  /  for  hym  that  harwed  holle  [Uar »,  taek] 

ffor  elles  /  moste  we  oure  bookes  selle  2108 

And  if  ye  lakke  /  oure  predicaciofi 

Thanne  goth  the  world  /  al  to  destrucciofi 

ffor  who  so  wolde  /  vs  fro  this  world  bireue 

So  god  me  saue  /  Thomas  by  youre  leue  2112 

He  wolde  bireue  /  out  of  this  world  the  sonne 

ffor  who  kan  teche  /  and  werchen  as  we  konne 

And  that  is  nat*  of  litel  tyme  quod  he 

But  syn  Ennok  was  /  or  Elise  2116 

Han  freres  been  /  that  fynde  I  of  record 

In  charitee  /  ythanked  be  oure  lonJ 

Now  Tliomas  /  heli)€  for  seinte  charitee 

And  doun  anon  /  he  sctte  hym  on  his  knee  2120 

THis  sike  man  /  wax  wel  ny  wood  for  Ire 
He  wolde  /  ^t  the  frcre  /  had  been  on  fire 
With  his  false  dissymulaciofi 

Swich  thyng*  as  is  in  my  possessiofi  2124 

Quod  ho  /  that  may  I  yeuen  /  and  noon  oother 
Ye  sey  me  thus  /  that  I  am  youre  brother 
IT  Ye  certes  quod  the  frere  /  trustcth  weel 
I  took  oure  dame  /  oure  l^//re  and  oure  seel  2128 

%  Now  wel  quod  he  /  and  som  what*  shal  I  ycue 
Vn-to  youre  hooly  Couent*  whil  I  l}'ue 
And  in  thyn  hand  /  thou  ftlialt  it  haue  anon 
On  this  condicion)  /  and  oother  noon  2132 
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That  thoa  dopute  it  ao  /  my  leene  brother 

ThMt  enety  tnn  j  bane  alio  mnohe  u  oother 

This  shalton  sireie  /  oa-tiiy  profsBsioll 

With-onten  frande  /  or  canilUdofl  3136 

S  I  sweie  it  quod  this  frsre  /  by  my  feith 

And  thei-tritli-al  /  hia  Tiatnl  in  hii  he  leitb 

Lo  heei  my  feith  /  in  me  nhal  be  no  l&If 

V  ITow  tlumne  put  In  thyn  h&nd  dotm  by  my  bab     2140 

Seyde  ttiis  man  /  and.  grope  irel  bibynde 

Bynethe  my  battot  ther  ahaltow  fynde 

A  thyngi  that  I  hane  hyd  in  prynetee 

T  A  tiioghte  this  &ere  /  this  ahal  go  -wxih  me  2111 

And  donn  his  hand  /  he  laoncheth  to  the  clifte 

In  hope  /  for  to  fynde  there  a  yifte 

And  whan  tliis  Hike  man  /  f  elte  tluB  &ere 

Aboute  his  tawel  /  giope  there  and  heero  2118 

Amydde  his  hand  /  he  leet  the  f^re  a  farf 

Ther  nya  no  capul  /  drawynge  in  a  Cart" 

That  mygbte  baue  ]et«  a  farf  of  swich  a  eoun 

IT  The  frore  vp  stirte  /  as  dooth  a  vood  leoun  2162 

A  &Ib  cheri  quod  he  /  for  goddea  bones 

This  hastow  for  despite  doon  for  the  nones 

Thou  shalt  abye  this  farf  if  that  I  may  :iMri»] 

IT  His  meynee  /  whiche  that  herdeu  this  afliay  2156 

Cam  lepynge  In  /  and  chaced  out  the  frere 

And  forth  he  gooth  /  with  a  ful  Angry  cheere 

And  fette  his  felawe  /  ther  as  lay  his  stoor 

He  looked  /  as  it  were  a  wilde  boor  2160 

He  giynte  witli  his  teeth  /  so  was  he  wrooth 

A  sturdy  pass  /  doun  to  the  lordes  court  he  gooth 

Whor  as  woned  a  man  /  of  greet  honour 

To  whom  /  that  he  was  alwey  confeesour  2161 

This  worthy  man  /  was  lord  of  that  village 

This  frete  cam  /  aa  he  were  in  a  rage 

Where  as  this  lord  /  sat  etyng-  at  his  bon) 

Vuncthes  /  mygbte  the  frere  /  speke  a  wont  3168 
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Til  atte  laste  /  he  sejde  /  god  yow  see 

IT  This  loid  bigan  to  looke  /  and  seide  benedicitee 

What  fireie  lohfi  /  what  maner  world  is  this  ? 

I  trowe  /  soin  maner  thyng*  ther  is  amys  2172 

Te  looken  /  as  the  wode  /  were  ful  of  theuys 

Sit  doun  anon  /  and  tel  me  what  youra  grief  is 

And  it  shal  been  amended  /  if  that  I  may 

IT  I  haue  quod  he  /  had  a  despit  this  Day  2176 

God  yelde  yow  /  adoun  in  youra  village 

That  in  this  world  /  is  noon  so  poure  a  page 

That  he  nolde  haue  abhomynacioun 

Of  that  I  haue  receyued  in  youre  toun  2180 

And  yet  greueth  me  /  no  thyng  so  soore 

As  that  this  olde  cherl  /  with  lokkes  hoore 

Blasphemed  hath  /  oure  hooly  Couent  eke 

IT  Now  maister  quod  this  lord  /  I  yow  biseke  2184 

%  No  maister  quod  he  /  but  seruitour 

Thogh  I  haue  had  in  scole  swich  honour 

Grod  liketh  naf  that  Baby  men  vs  calle 

Neither  in  Markef  ne  in  youre  large  halle  2188 

%  No  fors  quod  he  /  but  tel  me  al  youre  grief' 

%  Sire  quod  he  /  an  odious  meschief/ 

This  day  bityd  is  /  to  myn  ordre  and  me 

And  so  per  consequens  /  in  ech  degree  2192 

Of  hooly  chirche  /  god  amende  it  soone 

IT  Sire  quod  the  lord  /  ye  woot  what  is  to  doone 

Distempre  yow  noght  /  ye  be  my  Confessour 

Te  been  the  salt  of  the  erthe  /  and  the  savour  2196 

ffor  goddes  loue  /  youre  pacience  ye  holde 

Tel  me  youre  grief/  and  he  anon  hym  tolde 

As  ye  han  herd  bifom  /  ye  woot  wcl  what* 

IT  The  lady  of  the  hous  /  al  stQle  sat/  2200 

Ti^she  had  herd  /  what  the  frere  sayde 

Ey  goddes  mooder  quod  she  /  blisful  mayde 

Is  ther  oght  elles  /  telle  me  feithfully  neafoo.uck] 

IT  Madame  quod  he  /  how  thynke  ye  her-by  f  2204 
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IT  How  that  me  thynketh  quod  she  ?  so  god  me  speede 

I  seye  /  a  cherle  hath  doon  /  a  cherles  dede 

What  Bhold  I  seje  /  god  lat  hym  neuere  thee 

His  sike  heed  /  is  ful  of  yanytee  2208 

I  holde  hym  /  in  a  manere  frenesye 

IT  Madame  quod  he  /  by  god  I  shal  nat  lye 

But  I  on  hym  /  oother  weyes  be  wreke 

I  shal  disclaundre  hym  /  ou^  al  ther  I  speke  2212 

This  £edse  blasphemoftr  /  that  charged  me 

To  parte  /  that  wol  nat  departed  be 

To  euery  man  yliche  /  with  meschaunce 

IT  The  loid  sat  stille  /  as  he  were  in  a  traunce  2216 

And  in  his  herte  /  he  rolled  vp  and  doun 

How  hadde  the  cherl  /  this  ymaginacioun  • 

To  shewe  swich  a  probleme  /  to  the  frere 

Keuere  ersf  er  now  /  herd  I  of  swich  mateere  2220 

I  trowe  /  the  deuel  /  putte  it  in  his  mynde 

In  Ars  Metrik<  shal  ther  no  man  fynde 

Biforn  this  day  /  of  swich  a  question) 

Certes  /  it  was  a  shrewed  conclusion)  2224 

That  euery  man  /  sholde  haue  yliche  his  part* 

As  of  the  soun  /  or  savour/  of  a  farf 

0  vile  proude  cherl  /  I  shrewe  his  face 

Lo  sires  quod  the  lord  /  with  harde  grace  2228 

Who  herd  euere  of  swich  a  thyng*  er  now 

To  euery  man  ylike  /  tel  me  how  ? 

It  is  an  inpossible  /  it  may  nat  be 

Ey  nyce  cherl  /  god  lete  thee  ncuere  thee  2232 

The  rumblynge  of  a  fart/  and  eucry  soun 

Nis  but  of  Eir  reuerberacioun 

And  euere  it  wasteth  /  litel  and  litel  awey 

Ther  is  no  man  /  kan  demen  by  my  fey  2236 

If  that  it  were  departed  equally  , 

Wliat  lo  my  cherl  /  lo  yet  how  shrewedly 

Vn-to  my  coiifessour  /  to  day  he  spak* 

1  holde  hym  certeyn  /  a  dcmonyak*  2240 
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Now  ete  joure  mete  /  and  lat  the  cherl  go  pleye 
Lat  hym  go  honge  hymself  a  deuel  weye 

%  The  wordes  of  the  lordes  Sqnier  and  his  kemere  / 
for  departynge  of  the  farf  on  twelue  ^ 

NOW  stood  the  lordes  Squier  at  the  hord 
That  karf  his  mete  /  and  herde  word  by  word  2244 
Of  alle  thynges  /  whiche  that  I  haue  sayd 
My  lord  quod  he  /  both  nat  yuele  apayd 
IT  I  koude  telle  for  a  gowne  clooth  DMf  9i] 

To  yow  sire  frere  /  so  ye  be  nat  wrooth  2248 

How  that  this  fart*  euene  delt  shal  be 
Among  youre  Couent*  if  it  lyked  me 
IT  Tel  quod  the  lord  /  and  thou  shalt  haue  anon 
A  gowne  clooth  /  by  god  /  and  by  Seint  lohn  2252 

IT  My  lord  quod  he  /  whan  ^^it  the  weder  is  fair 
With-outen  wynd  /  or  perturbynge  of  Air 
Lat  brynge  a  Cartwheel  in-to  this  halle 
But  looke  /  that  it  haue  his  spokes  alle  2256 

Twelue  spokes  /  hath  a  Cartwheel  comunly 
And  bryng  me  thanne  .xij.  fireres  woot  ye  why  ? 
For  twelue  is  a  Couent/  as  I  gesso 

The  Confessour  heero  /  for  his  worthyncsse  2260 

Shal  parfoume  vp  /  the  nombrc  of  his  Couent* 
Thanne  shal  they  knclc  doun  /  by  oon  assent* 
And  to  euery  spokes  endo  /  in  this  manere 
fful  sadly  /  leyc  his  nose  shal  a  frero  2264 

Youre  noblo  Confessour  /  there  god  hym  saue 
Shal  holde  his  nose  /  vpright  /  vnder  the  Naue 
Thanne  shal  this  cherl  /  witli  bely  stif  and  toght 
As  any  Tabour  /  been  hyder  ybroght*  2268 

Ai\d  setto  hym  on  the  wheel  /  right  of  this  Cart* 
Vpon  the  Xauo  /  and  make  h}Tn  lete  a  fart* 
And  ye  shul  seen  /  vp  peril  of  my  lyf/ 
By  preoue  /  which  that  is  denumstratif*  2272 
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That  equally  /  the  soun  of  it  wol  wende 

And  eke  the  stynb  yn-to  the  spokes  ende 

Saue  fat  this  worthy  man  yoiira  Confessoor 

By  cause  /  he  is  a  man  of  greet  honour  2276 

Shal  haue  the  firste  fruyt*  /  as  resofi  is 

As  yet*  the  noble  ysage  /  of  freres  is 

The  worthy  men  of  hem  /  shul  first  be  serued 

And  c^rteinly  /  he  hath  it  weel  dissented  2280 

He  hath  to  day  taught*  ys  so  muche  good 

With  prechyng*  in  the  pulpif  ther  he  stood 

That  I  may  youche  sauf  /  I  sey  for  me 

He  hadde  the  firste  smel  /  of  fjEirtes  three  2284 

And  so  wolde  /  al  the  Couent*  hardily 

He  bereth  hym  /  so  faire  and  hoolily 

IT  The  lord'/  the  lady  /  and  alle  men  saue  the  frere 

Seyde  /  fat  lankyn  spak/  in  this  matere  2288 

As  wel  as  Euclude  /  or  Protholomee 

Touchynge  this  cherl  /  they  seyde  subtiltee 

And  heigh  wit*  made  hym  speke  /  as  he  spak/ 

He  nys  no  fool  /  ne  no  demonyak*  2292 

And  lankyn  /  hath  ywonne  a  newe  gowne 

My  tale  is  doon  /  we  been  almoost  at  towne 

%  Heere  endeth  the  Somonours  tale  ^ 
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If  Heere  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  clerkes  tale  of 

Oxenford  (^  ciwifw.backT 

Sire  clerk  /  of  Oxenfonl  /  oure  Hoost  sayde 
ye  rydo  as  coy  /  and  stille  /  as  dooth  a  mayde 
were  newe  spoused  /  sittynge  at  the  bord 
This  day  /  lie  herde  I  /  of  youre  tonge  a  word       4t 
I  trowe  ye  studio  /  aboute  sora  Sophyrae 
But  Salomon  seith  /  eucry  thyng  hath  tyme       H  pausacio 

H  ffor  goddcs  sake  /  as  beth  of  bettre  cheore 

It  is  no  tyme  /  for  to  studien  heere  8 

Telle  vs  sora  myrie  tale  /  by  youre  fey 

ffor  what  man  /  that  is  entrcd  in  a  pley 

He  nedes  moot*  vnto  the  pley  asscnte 

But  precheth  nat^  as  freres  doon  in  lente  1 2 

To  make  vs  /  for  oure  olde  synnes  wepe 

Ne  that  thy  tale  /  make  vs  nat  to  slepe  H  pausacio 

IT  Telle  vs  /  som  murie  thyng/  of  auentures 

Youre  tonnes  /  youre  colours  /  and  youre  figures  1 6 

Keeptf  hem  in  stoor  /  til  so  be  that  ye  endite 

Heigh  style  /  as  whan  fat  men  to  kynges  write 

Speketh  so  pleyn  /  at  this  tyme  we  yow  preye  19 

That  we  may  vnderstonde  what  ye  seye  H  pausacio 

H  This  worthy  rlcrk^  benignely  answenle 

Hoost  quod  he  /  I  am  vnder  youre  yerde 

Ye  ban  of  vs  /  as  now  the  gout'rnance 

And  therfore  /  wol  I  do  yow  obeisance  24 
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As  fer/  as  resofi  axetli  hardily 

I  wol  yow  telle  a  tale  /  which  that  I  * 

Lemed  at  Pad  we  /  of  a  worthy  clerk* 

As  preued  /  by  his  wordes  and  his  werk*  28 

He  is  now  deed  /  and  nayled  in  his  cheste 

■ 

I  prey  to  god  /  so  yeue  his  soule  reste  H  pausacio 

IF  irraunceys  Pe[t]rak*  the  lauriat  poeto 

Ilighte  this  clerk*  whos  Rethorik*  sweete  32 

Enlumyned  al  Ytaille  of  poetrie 

As  Lynyan  dide  /  of  Philosophic 

Or  lawe  /  or  oother  Art  particuler' 

But  deeth  /  pat  wol  nat  dwellen  heer  3G 

But  as  it  were  /  a  twynklyng*  of  an  eye 

Hem  bothe  hath  slayn  /  and  alle  shul  we  dye     IT  paasiicio 

IF  But  forth  to  tellen  /  of  this  worthy  man  [leaf  wj 

That  taughte  me  this  tale  /  as  I  bigan      [loHh  note,  p.  4os]    40 

I  seye  /  that  first*  with  heigh  stile  he  enditeth 

Er  he  /  the  body  of  his  tale  writeth 

A  prohcmye  /  in  the  which  discryueth  he 

Pcmondf  /  and  of  Saluces  the  contree  44 

And  s])eketh  of  Apennyn  /  tlie  hilles  hye 

That  been  the  boundes  /  of  westluiubardye         IF  pauKacio 

IF  And  of  Mount  Vesuliis  /  in  special 

Where  as  the  poo  /  out  of  a  wello  smal  48 

Taketh  his  firste  spryngjiig*  and  his  sours 

That  Est  ward  /  ay  encresseth  in  his  cours 

To  Emelewarc?  /  to  flferrare  and  Venyse 

The  which  a  lon^^  thyng*  wore  to  deuyse  52 

And  trewely  /  as  to  my  luggement* 

Me  thynketh  it*  a  thyng*  impertinent* 

Saue  that  he  wole  /  conuoyen  his  mateere 

But  this  his  talc  /  which  that  ye  may  heere        IF  pausacio 

ELLESMERE    236   (C-T.  404) 


405   8IX-T£XT 

OBoup  Ei  §  S.  clerk's  tale.  Elleamere  MS. 


Cftor  a»  Latim  Msttotm  to  fte  CUrl^i  TaUtmpp,  t7i-5  at  the  end  ^tM§  IW«:] 

IT  Heere  bigynnetti  the  tale  of  the  Clerk/  of 

Oxeiifori)  [oh  let^rn] 

THer  is  /  at  the  West  syde  of  Ytaille    iLaUm  nou,  p.  km] 
Doun  at  the  roote  /  of  Vesalus  the  coldc 
A  losty  plajne  /  habundant  of  vitaille  5  grata  picaidM 
Where  many  a  tour  and  toon  /  thou  mayst  biholde 
That  founded  were  /  in  tyme  /  of  fadres  olde 
And  many  another  /  delitable  sighte 
And  Saluces  this  noble  contree  highte  63 

t 
A  Markys  /  whilom  lord  was  of  that  lonct  64  | 

As  were  /  hise  worthy  eldres  hym  bifore  ^ 

And  obcisant*  and  redy  to  his  hon(f  ^ 

Were  alle  hise  liges  /  bothe  lasse  and  moore  67  § 

Thus  in  del  it  he  lyueth  /  and  hath  doon  yoore  ^ 

Biloued  and  drad  /  thuigh  favowr  of  ffortune 

Bothe  of  hise  lordcs  /  and  of  liis  co^^imuno  70  2 


^ 


a. 


Therwith  he  was  /  to  spekc  as  of  lynago  71 

The  gentilleste  ybom  of  lumbardye' 

A  fair  persone  and  strong^  and  yong  of  ago 

And  ful  [of]  honour  I  and  of  curteisye  74 

Discreet  ynogh  /  his  contree  for  to  gye 

Saue  that  in  somme  thynges  /  \ai  he  was  to  blame 

And  Walter/  was  this  yonge  lordos  name  77 

I  blame  hym  thus  /  that  he  considercth  noght  Cif9s.bk] 

In  tyme  coniynge  /  what  hjTu  myghte  bityde 

But  in  his  Inst  prf'sont*  was  al  his  thoght* 

As  for  to  hauke  and  hunte  /  on  euc;?y  syde  81 

Wei  ny  /  alle  othero  cures  /  leet  he  slyde 

And  eek*  he  nolde  /  and  that  was  wontt  of  alle 

Wedde  no  wyf  /  for  noght  ^it  may  bifalle  84 

ELLE8MERE  887  (S-T.  408) 


406   SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  E.  §  2.  clerk's  tale.  EUesmere  MS. 

Oonly  that  point*  his  peple  bar  so  soore  85 

That  flokmeele  on  a  day  /  they  to  hym  wente       t  caurimtim 

And  oon  of  hem  /  that  wisest  was  of  loore 

Or  elles  /  that  the  lord  /  best  wolde  assente  88 

That  he  sholde  telle  hym  /  what  his  peple  mente 

Or  elles  /  koude  he  shewe  wel  swich  mateere 

He  to  the  Markys  /  seyde  as  ye  shul  heere  91 

IT  0  noble  Markys  /  youre  humanitee        Ipumi^wciul?""^*** 

Asseureth  vs  /  to  yeue  vs  hardinesse 

As  ofte  /  as  tyme  is  of  necessitee 

That  we  k)  yow  /  mowo  telle  oure  heuynesse  95 

Accepteth  lord  /  now  for  youre  gentillesse 

Id 

That  we  with  pitous  herte  /  vn-to  yow  pleyne 

And  lat  youre  ores  /  nat  my  voys  desdeyne  98 

Al  haue  I  noght  to  doone  /  in  this  mateere  99 

Moore  than  another  man  /  hath  in  this  place 

Yet  for  as  muche  /  as  ye  my  lord  so  deere 

Han  alwey  /  shewed  me  /  fauour  and  grace  102 

I  dar  the  bettre  /  aske  of  yow  a  space 

Of  Audience  /  to  shcwen  oure  re<[ueste 

And  ye  my  lord  /  to  doon  right^  as  yow  leste  105 

fTor  certes  lord  /  so  wel  vs  liketh  yow  106 

And  al  youre  werk/  and  euere  han  doon  /  pat  wo  ^ 

Ne  koude  nat  vs  self  deuysen  how  ^ 

We  myghte  lyuen  /  in  moorc  felicitee  109 

Saue  o  thyng  lord  /  if  youre  wille  be 

That  for  to  been  a  wedded  man  yow  leste 

Thanne  were  youre  peple  /  in  souereyn  hertes  roste        112 

Boweth  youre  nekke  /  vnder  that  blisful  yok  /  113 

Of  soueraynetee  /  noglit  of  seruyse 

Wliich  pat  men  clopeth  /  spousaille  or  wedlok^ 

And  thenketh  lord  /  among  youre  tlioglitos  wyse  1 1 G 
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GROUP  E.   §  2.  clerk's  tale.  Ellesmere  MS. 

How  pat  oure  dayes  passo  /  in  Bondry  wyse 

ffor  thogH  we  slepe  /  or  wake  /  or  rome  /  or  ryde 

Ay  fleeth  the  tyme  /  it  nyl  no  nian  abyde  119 

And  thogH  youre  grene  youtlie  /  floure  as  yif  D«tfw] 

In  crepeth  age  alwey  /  as  stille  as  stoon 

And  deeth  manaceth  /  euery  age  and  smyt* 

In  ech  estaat^  for  ther  escapeth  noon  123 

And  al  so  c^z-tein  /  as  we  knowe  echoon 

That  w€  shul  deye  /  as  vnccHeyn  /  we  alle  ^ 

Been  of  that  day  /  whan  deeth  shal  on  vs  falle  126 

Accepteth  thanne  of  vs  /  tlie  trewe  entente  127 

That  neuere  yeV  refuseden  thyn  heeste 

And  we  wol  lord  /  if  tliat  ye  wole  assente 

Cheso  yow  a  wyf/  in  short  tyme  atte  leeste  130 

Bom  of  the  gentilleste  /  and  of  the  meeste 

Of  al  this  lant?  /  so  that  it  oghte  seme 

Honour  to  god  and  yow  /  as  we  kan  deeme  133 

Deliuere  vs  /  out  of  al  this  bisy  drede  134 

And  taak  a  wyf  for  hye  goddes  sake 

ffor  if  it  so  bifelle  /  as  god  f orbed e 

That  thurgh  youre  (hH?th  /  yourc  lyne  sliolde  slake        137 

And  that  a  straunge  Successour  sholde  take 

Youre  heritage  /  o  wo  wore  vs  alyue 

Wherfore  /  we  pray  you  hastily  to  wyae  1 40 

If  Hir  meeke  preyere  /  and  hir  pitous  cheere  141 

Made  the  Markys  herte  /  han  pi  tee 

Ye  wol  quod  he  /  myn  owene  peple  decre 

To  that  I  neufre  erst  though te  /  streyne  me  144 

I  me  reioysed  /  of  my  liberte 

That  seelde  tyme  /  is  founde  in  manage 

Ther  I  was  free  /  I  moot  been  in  seruage  147 
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GROUP  E.  §  2.  clerk's  tale.  Ellesmere  MS. 

But  nathelees  /  I  se  youre  trewe  entente  148 

And  truste  vpon  yoiirc  wit  /  and  haue  doon  ay 

Wherfore  /  of  my  free  wyl  /  I  wole  assente 

To  wedde  me  /  as  soone  as  euez-e  I  may  151 

But  ther  as  ye  /  ban  ])Tofred  me  this  day 

To  chese  me  a  wyf  /  I  yow  relesse 

That  choys  /  and  prey  of  that  prof  re  cesse  154 

£for  god  it  woof  that  children  ofte  been  155 

Vnlyk  hir  worthy  eldres  hem  bifore 

Bou72tee  comth  al  of  god  /  nat  of  the  streen 

Of  which  /  they  been  engendred  and  ybore  158 

I  truste  in  godde?  bontee  /  and  therfore  ^ 

My  manage  /  and  myn  estaat  and  reste 

I  hym  bitake  /  he  may  doon  as  hym  leste  161 

Lat  me  allone  /  in  chesynge  of  my  wyf"  penf  8s,i«dc] 

That  charge  /  vp  on  my  bak/  I  wole  endure 

But  I  yow  preye  /  and  charge  vp  on  youre  lyf* 

What  wyf  that  I  take  /  ye  me  assure  166 

To  worshipe  hire  /  wliil  that  liir  lyf  may  dure 

In  word  and  werk^/  bothe  lieerc  and  euerjnYhecre 

As  she  /  an  Emperoures  doghter  weere  168 

And  forthermoore  /  this  shal  ye  swere  /  that  ye  ^  169 

Agayn  my  choys  /  shul  neither  grucche  ne  stryue 

fifor  sith  /  I  shal  /  forgoon  my  libertee 

At  youre  requeste  /  as  euere  moot  I  thryue  172 

Ther  as  myn  herte  is  set*  ther  wol  I  wyue 

And  but  ye  wole  assente  in  this  manere 

I  prey  yow  /  speketh  namoore  of  this  matere  175 

H  With  hertely  wyl  /  they  sworen  and  assenten  176 

To  al  this  thyng*  ther  seyde  no  wight  nay 

l^isekyngc  hym  of  g7*ace  /  er  tliat  they  wenten 

That  he  /  wolde  graunten  hem  a  certein  day  1 79 
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409   HIX-TEXT 

GROUP  E.  §  2.  clerk's  talh.  Ellesmere  MS. 

Of  his  spousaillo  /  as  soonc  /  as  e\i^/'e  he  may 

flbr  yet  alwey  /  the  peple  soiii  wliat  dredde 

Lest  Jwt  this  Markys  /  no  wyf*  woldo  wedde  182 

If  He  grauiited  hem  a  day  /  swich  as  h}Tn  leste  183 

On  which  /  he  wohlc  be  wedded  sikerly 

And  seyde  /  he  dide  al  this  at  hir  i-equeste 

And  they  /  with  humble  entente  /  buxomly  186 

Knelynge  vp  on  hir  knees  ful  reuerently 

Hym  thonkcn  alle  /  and  thus  they  han  an  onde 

Of  hire  entente*  /  and  hoom  agayn  tliey  wcnde  189 

IT  And  heer  vp  on  /  he  to  hise  otticeres  190 

Comaundeth  /  for  the  feste  to  purveye 

And  to  hise  p/-/uee  knyghtes  an<l  si^uiores 

Swich  cliarge  yaf  /  as  hym  liste  on  hem  leye  ,  193 

And  they  /  to  his  comandemeut  ulwye 

And  ech  of  hem  /  dooth  al  his  dilijjfonce 

To  doon  /  vn-to  the  f»i(*j?te  rifm*reur<»  196 

%  Explicit/  pnma  pars  -r^) 

If  Incipit/  secunda  pars  ^  [ictfoij 

n^'T'Oght  fer/  fro  thilko  palrys  honuniblc  ii^/i>i  »#*<<,  p.  iwj 

%      Ther  as  this  Markys  '  shoojv;  liis  mariage 
JL  1     Tliere  stood  a  thnM)p/'  '  of  si  to  drlitable 
In  which  /  that  |»<)uri*  folk    of  that  village  200 

Hadden  hir  In'ostes  /  and  hir  hi.'rl>ergage 
And  of  hire  labour  /  to<jk«»  hir  sustonan<e 
After  that  the  ei-the  /  yaf  hem  habundancc  203 

Amonges  thirsc  poure  folk/  ther  dwelte  a  man  201 

Wliich  jKit  was  holden  /  pourest  of  hem  alle 

But  hye  god  /  som  tyme  sentlen  kan 

His  grace  /  in  to  a  litel  oxes  stiille  207 

lanicula  /  men  of  that  throo|><?  hym  calle 

A  doghter  hadde  he  /  fair  ynf>gh  to  sighto 

And  Grisildis  /  this  yongc  maydcn  highto  2lo 
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GROUP  E.   §  2.  clerk's  tale.  Ellesmere  MS. 

But  for  to  speke  /  of  vertuous  bouwtee  211 

Thanne  was  she  /  oon  the  faireste  vnder  sonne 

ffor  poureliche  /  yfostred  vp  was  she 

No  likerous  lust*  /was  thurgh  hire  herte  yronne  214 

Wei  ofter  /  of  the  welle  /  than  of  the  tonne 

She  drank/  and  for  she  wolde  vertu  plese 

She  knew  wel  labour/  but  noon  ydel  eso  217 

But  thogh  this  mayde  /  tendre  were  of  ago  218 

Yet*  in  the  brest*  of  hire  virginitee 

Ther  was  enclosed  /  rype  and  sad  corage 

And  in  greet  reuerence  /  and  charitee  221 

Hir  olde  poure  fader/  fostred  shee 

A  fewe  sheepe  /  spynnynge  on  feeld  she  kepte 

She  wolde  noght*  been  ydel  til  she  slepte  224 

And  whan  she  homward  cam  /  she  wolde  brynge  225 

Wortes  /  or  othere  herbes  /  tymes  ofte 

The  whiche  she  shredde  /  and  seeth  for  hir  lyuynge 

And  made  hir  bed  /  ful  harde  and  no  thyng  softe  228 

And  ay  she  kepte  /  hir  fadres  lyf  on  lofte 

With  euerich  obeisaunce  and  diligence 

That  child  may  doon  /  to  fadres  reue?*ence  231 

^  Vp  on  Grisilde  /  this  poure  creature  232 

fful  ofte  sithe  /  this  Markys  caste  his  eye 

As  he  /  on  huntyng  rood  parauentiire 

And  whan  fat  it  fil  /  fat  ho  rayghte  hire  espye  235 

He  noght/  with  wantowne  lookyng  of  folye 

Ilise  eyen  caste  on  hire  /  but  in  sad  wyse 

Vp  on  hir  chiere  /  he  gan  hym  ofte  auyse  238 

Co7?imendynge  in  his  hcrte  /  hir  womnianhedo     [leaf  9*.  back] 

And  eek  hir  vertu  /  passynge  any  wighi^ 

Of  so  yong  age  /  as  wel  in  cliiere  as  dede 

Ifor  thogh  the  peplo  /  had<le  no  gret^t^  insight*  242 
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411    SIX-TEXT 

.  GROUP  E.  §  2.  clerk's  tale.  EUesmere  MS. 

In  YertvL  /  he  considered  ful  right/ 

Hir  bountee  /  and  disposed  that  he  wolde 

Wedde  hire  oonly  /  if  euere  he  wedde  sholde  245 

If  The  day  of  weddyng  cam  /  but  no  wight  kan  246 

Telle  /  what  womman  /  that  it  sholde  be 

fifor  which  mcnieUle  /  wondred  many  a  man 

And  seyden  /  whan  that  they  were  in  pnuetee  249 

Wol  nat  oure  lord  /  yet  leue  his  vanytee  ? 

Wol  he  nat  wedde  /  alias  alias  the  while  ? 

Why  wole  he  thus  /  hym  self  and  vs  bigile  ?  252 

If  But  nathelees  /  this  Markys  hath  doon  make  253 

Of  gemmes  /  set  in  gold  and  in  Asure 

Brooches  and  rynges  /  for  Grisildis  sake 

And  of  hir  clothyng*  took  he  the  mesure  256 

By  a  mayde  /  lyk*  to  hire  stature 

And  eek*  of  othere  aomemente*  alle 

That  vn-to  swich  a  weddyng*  sholde  falle  259 

The  time  of  vndren  /  of  the  same  day  260 

Approcheth  /  that  this  weddyng*  sholde  be 

And  al  the  paleys  /  put  was  in  army 

Bothe  halle  and  chambres  /  cch  in  his  degree  263 

Houses  of  office  /  stuffed  with  plentee 

Ther  maystow  seen  /  of  deynteuous  vitaiUe 

That  may  be  founde  /  as  fer  as  last  ytaille  266 

This  roial  Markys  /  richely  arrayed  267 

Lordes  and  ladyes  /  in  his  compaignye 

The  whiche  /  that  to  the  feeste  weren  yprayed 

And  of  his  retenue  /  the  bachelr>-e  270 

With  many  a  soun  /  of  sondry  meloilye 

Vn-to  the  village  /  of  the  wliich  I  tolde 

In  this  array  /  the  righte  wey  han  holde  273 
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GBOUP  E.  §  2,  ctlerk's  tale.  EUesmere  MS. 

If  Grisilde  of  this  /  god  woot  ful  Innocent*  274 

That  for  hire  /  shapen  was  al  this  an-ay 

To  fecchen  water  at  a  welle  is  went* 

And  comth  hoom  /  as  soone  as  ener  she  may  277 

fifor  wel  she  hadde  herd  seyd  /  that  thilke  day 

The  Markys  sholde  wedde  /  and  if  she  myghte 

She  wolde  fayn  /  han  seyn  /  som  of  that  sighte  280 

She  thoghte  /  I  wole  /  with  othere  maydens  stonde    [leaf »»] 

That  been  my  felawes  /  in  oure  dore  and  se         "*  "*' ''  ^' 

The  Markysesse  /  and  therfore  wol  I  fonde 

To  doon  at  hoom  /  as  soone  as  it  may  be  284 

The  labour  /  which  that  longeth  vn-to  me 

And  thanne  I  may  /  at  leyser  hire  biholde 

If  she  this  wey  /  vn-to  the  Castel  holde  287 

And  as  she  wolde  /  ouer  hir  thresshfold  gon  288 

The  Markys  cam  /  and  gan  hire  for  to  calle 

And  she  set  doiin  /  hir  water  pot  anon 

Biside  tlie  thresshfold/  in  an  Oxes  sialic  291 

And  doun  vp-on  hir  knes  she  gan  to  falle 

And  wltlt  sad  contenance  /  kneleth  stille 

Til  she  had  herd  /  what  was  the  lordes  will  294 

IF  This  thoghtful  Markys  /  spak  vn-to  this  mayde         295 

fFul  sobrely  /  and  seyde  in  this  manero  »»«><,?. 

Where  is  youre  fader  /  o  Grisildis  he  sayde 

And  she  with  reuerence  /  in  humble  cheere  298 

Answerde .  lord  /  he  is  al  redy  heere 

And  In  she  gooth  /  with  outen  lenger  lette 

And  to  the  Markys  /  she  hir  fader  fette  301 

He  by  the  hand  /  thanne  took  this  olde  man  302 

And  seyde  thus  /  whan  he  hym  hadde  asyde 

lanicula  /  I  neither  may  ne  kan 

Lenger  /  the  plesance  of  myn  hertc  hyde  305 
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GROUP  E.  §  2.  clerk's  tale.  Ellesmere  MS. 

If  that  thou  vouche  eauf*  what  so  bityde 

Thy  doghtcr  wol  I  take  /  er  fat  I  wende 

As  for  my  vryf*  vn-to  hir  lyues  ende  308 

Thou  louest  me  /  I  woot  it  wel  certeyn  309 

And  art  my  feithful  /  lige  man  ybore 

And  all  that/  liketh  me  /  I  dar  wel  scyn 

It  liketh  thee  /  and  specially  therfore  312 

Tel  me  that  po3rnt  /  that  I  haue  seyd  bifore 

If  that  thou  wolf  vn-to  that  pj/rpos  drawe 

To  take  me  /  as  for  thy  sone  in  luwe  315 

If  This  sodeyn  cas  /  this  man  astonyed  so  316 

That  reed  he  wax  abayst*  and  al  quakyng* 

He  stood  /  vnnethes  seyde  he  wordes  mo 

But  oonly  thus  /  lord  quod  he  /  my  willynge  *  319 

Is  as  ye  wole  /  ne  ayeyns  /  youre  likynge  ® 

I  wol  no  thyng*  ye  be  my  lord  so  deere 

Eight  as  yow  lust*  gouerneth  this  mateere  322 

If  Yet  wol  I  /  quod  this  ^larkys  softely  [iMfK^baek] 

That  in  thy  chambre  /  I.  and  thou  /  and  she 

Haue  a  collaciofi  /  and  wostow  why  ? 

ffor  I  wol  axe  /  if  it  hire  wille  bo  326 

To  be  my  wyf  /  and  reule  hire  after  me 

And  al  this  shal  be  doon  /  in  thy  presence 

I  wol  noghf  speke  /  out  of  thyn  Audience  329 

If  And  in  the  chambre  /  whil  they  were  aboute  330 

Hir  tretys  /  which  as  ye  shal  after  heero 

The  peple  cam  /  vn-to  the  hous  with  oute 

And  wondred  hem  /  in  how  honestc  manere  333 

And  tentifly  /  she  kepte  hir  fader  deere 

But  outrcly  /  Grisildis  wondre  myghte 

flfor  neuere  ersf  ne  saugh  she  swich  a  sighte  336 
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No  wonder  is  /  thogh  she  were  astoned  iLatin  note,  p.  402]  337 

To  seen  so  greet  a  gest*  come  in  that  place 

She  neuere  was  /  to  swiche  gestes  woned 

fifor  which  /  she  looked  /  with  ful  pale  face  340 

But  shortly  /  forth  this  tale  for  to  chace 

Thise  am  the  wordes  /  fat  the  Markys  sayde 

To  this  benigne  /  verray  feithful  mayde  343 

IF  Grisilde  he  seyde  /  ye  shal  wel  vnderstonde  344 

It  liketh  to  youre  fader  and  to  me  •««<>,  p. 

That  I  yow  /  wedde  /  and  eek  it  may  so  stonde 

As  I  suppose  /  ye  wol  that  it  so  be  347 

But  thise  demandes  /  axe  I  first  quod  he 

That  sith  it  shal  be  doon  /  in  hastif  wyse 

Wol  ye  assente  /  or  elles  yow  auyse  350 

I  seye  this  /  be  ye  redy  with  good  horte  351 

To  al  my  lust*  and  that  I  frely  may 

As  me  best  thynketh  /  do  yow  laughe  or  smerte 

And  neuere  ye  to  grucche  it*  nyght  ne  day  354 

And  eek*  whan  I  sey  ye  /  ne  sey  nat  nay 

Neither  by  word  /  ne  frownyng*  contenance  '         '    " 

Swere  this  /  and  heere  I  swerc  yow  alliance  357 

IT  Wondrj'nge  vp  on  this  word  /  quakynge  for  drede     358 
She  seyde  lord  /  vndigne  and  vn worthy  ^  tHwo*-,  p. 

Am  I  /  to  thilke  honour/  fat  ye  me  beede 

But  as  ye  wole  youre  self*  right  so  wol  .1.  361 

And  heere  I  swere  /  that  neuere  willyngly 

In  werk  ne  thoglit*  I  nyl  yow  disobeye 

ffor  to  be  deed  /  though  me  were  looth  to  deye  364 

IF  This  is  ynogh  /  Grisilde  myn  quod  he         cieafocj        365 

And  forth  he  gooth  /  with  a  ful  sobre  cheere 

Out  at  the  dore  /  and  after  that  cam  she 

And  to  the  peple  /  he  seyde  in  this  manei'e  368 
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This  is  my  vryf  quod  he  /  fat  stnndeth  heero 

Honoureth  hire  /  and  loueth  hire  I  preye 

Who  80  me  loueth  /  ther  is  namoore  to  seye  371 

And  for  that  no  thyng*  of  hir  olde  geere  {Latin  note,  p.  toi}  372 

She  sholde  brynge  in  to  his  hous  /  he  bad  * 

That  wow  men  /  sliolde  dispoillen  hire  right  theere 

Of  which  thise  ladyes  /  were  nat  right  glad  375 

To  handle  hir  clothes  /  wher  Inne  she  was  clad 

But  nathelees  /  this  mayde  bright  of  hewe 

tfi*o  foot  to  heed  /  they  clothed  han  al  newe  378 

Hir  heris  han  they  kembd  /  that  lay  vntressed  379 

fliil  rudely  /  and  with  hir  fyngres  smale 

A  corone  on  hire  heed  /  they  han  ydresscd 

And  sette  hire  /  ful  of  Nowches  grcte  and  smale  382 

Of  hire  array  /  what  sholde  I  make  a  tale 

Vnnethe  the  peplo  hire  knew  /  for  hire  fairnesse 

Whan  she  translated  was  in  swicli  richcsse  385 

^  This  ^farkys  /  hath  hire  spoused  w/t^  a  ryng*  386 

Broght  for  the  same  cause  /  and  thanne  hire  sftte 

Vp  on  an  hors  snow  whit*  and  wel  amblyng* 

And  to  his  paleys  /  er  he  lenger  lette  389 

With  ioyful  peple  fat  hire  ladde  and  mette 

Conuoyed  hire  /  and  thus  the  day  they  spende 

In  reuel  /  til  the  sonne  gan  doscende  392 

And  shortly  /  forth  this  tale  for  to  chace  393 

I  seye  /  that  to  this  newe  Markysesso 

God  hath  swich  fauo?/r  /  sent  hire  of  his  grace 

That  it  ne  semed  nat*  by  liklynosso  396 

That  she  wiis  /  bom  antl  fed  in  rudcnesso 

As  in  a  cote  /  or  in  an  Oxe  Stalle 

But  norisRcd  /  in  an  Emp<*roures  halle  399 
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^  To  euery  wigfiit/  slie  woxen  is  so  deere  iLatiunou,^,iM}  400 

And  worshipful  /  fat  folk  ther  she  was  bore 

And  from  hire  birthe  /  knewe  hire  yeer  by  yeere 

Vnnethe  trowed  they  /  but  dorste  han  swore  403 

That  she  to  lanicle  /  of  which  I  spak  bifore 

She  doghter  were  /  for  as  by  coniecture 

Hem  thoughte  /  she  was  another  creature  406 

£for  though  that  euere  vertuous  was  she      [leaf  se^ucki     407 

She  was  encressed  /  in  swich  excellence 

Of  thewes  goode  /  yset*  in  heigh  bountee 

And  so  discreet*  and  fair  of  eloquence  410 

So  benigne  /  and  so  digne  of  reuerence 

And  koude  so  /  the  peples  herte  embrace 

That  ech  hire  louede  /  that  looked  on  hir  face  413 

If  Noght  oonly  of  Saluces  in  the  toun  414 

Publiced  was  /  the  beautee  of  hir  name 

But  eek  biside  /  in  many  a  regioun 

If  oon  seide  wel  /  another  seyde  the  same  417 

So  spradde  /  of  hire  heighc  bouwtee  the  name 

That  men  and  wo?/imen  /  as  wel  yonge  as  olde 

Goon  to  Saluce  /  vpon  hire  to  bihold  420 

Thus  Walter  lowely  ?  nay  /  but  roially  iiatinHotf,  p,40i}  421 

Wedded  /  with  fortunat  honestetee 

In  goddes  pees  /  lyueth  ful  esily 

At  hoom  /  and  outward  /  g?-ace  ynogh  had  he  424 

And  for  he  saugh  /  that  vnder  heigh  degree    {.Latin  note,  p.  nn} 

Was  vertu  hid  /  the  peple  h}Tn  heelde 

A  prudent  man  /  and  that  is  seyn  ful  seelde  427 

IF  Nat  oonly  this  Grisildis  /  thurgli  hir  wif    iiatin  nou,  p.  402] 

Koude  al  the  feef  of  wyfly  humblenesse 

But  eek*  whan  that  the  cas  required  it* 

The  commune  profit*  koude  she  redrcsse  431 
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Ther  nas  discord  /  rancour  /  ne  lieuynesse 

In  al  that  land  /  that  she  ne  koude  apese 

And  wisely  /  bryngc  hem  alle  in  reste  and  ese  434 

Though  that  hire  housbonde  absent  were/  anon  ^  435 

If  gentil  men  /  or  o there  of  hire  contree  "  "*  '*  *** 

Were  wrothe  /  she  wolde  bryngen  hem  aton 

So  wise  /  and  rype  wordes  liadde  she  438 

And  luggemeutz  of  so  greet  equitee 

That  she  from  heuene  /  sent  was  as  men  wcndo 

Peple  to  saue  /  and  euery  wrong  tamende  441 

If  Nat  longe  tyme  /  after/  that  this  GrisiU  442 

Was  wedded  /  she  a  doghter  hath  ybore 

Al  had  hire  leuere  /  haue  bom  a  man  child 

Glad  was  this  Markys  /  and  the  folk*  therfore  445 

tfor  though  a  mayde  child  /  coome  al  bifore 

She  may  /  vn-to  a  man  child  atteyne 

By  liklihede  /  syn  she  nys  nat  bareyne  448 

%  Explicit*  secunda  pars  ^ 

If  Incipit*  tercia  pars  j-g)  [i««fw] 

THer  fil  /  as  it  bifalleth  tymes  mo  *  liatin  MXf,p.4«3]  449 
Whan  fat  this  child  /  had  souked  but  a  throwe 
This  Markys  /  in  his  herte  longe th  so 
To  tempto  his  wyf<  hir  sadnesse  for  to  knowe  452 

That  he  ne  myghte  /  out  of  his  herte  throwe 
This  menieillous  desir/  his  wyf  tassaye 
Nedelees  god  woot/  he  thoghte  /  hire  for  taffraye  455 

Ho  hadde  assayed  hire  /  ynogh  bifore  456 

And  foond  hire  eue7*e  good  /  what  neded  it 

Hire  for  to  tempte  /  and  alwey  /  moore  and  moore 

Though  som  men  preise  if  for  a  subtil  wit/  459 

But  as  for  nie  /  I  seye  that  yuele  it  sit 

To  assaye  a  wyf*  whan  ^at  it  is  no  nede 

And  putten  hire  /  in  angwyssli  and  in  drede  462 
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ffor  wliich  /  this  Markys  /  wroghto  in  this  manere        463 

He  cam  allone  /  a  nygtLt  /  ther  as  she  lay 

With  stierne  face  /  and  with  ful  trouble  cheere 

And  seyde  thus  /  Grisilde  quod  he  that  day  466 

That  I  yow  took/  out  of  youre  pouere  array 

And  putte  yow  /  in  estaat  of  heigh  noblesse 

Ye  haue  /  nat  that*  forge  ten  as  I  gesse  469 

I  seye  Grisilde  /  this  p7*esent  dignitee  470 

In  which  that  I  haue  put  yow  /.  as  I  trowe  ® 

Maketh  yow  nat*  foryetful  for  to  be 

That  I  yow  took/  in  poure  estaat  ful  low »  473 

ffor  any  wele  /  ye  moot  youre  seluen  knowe 

Taak  heede  /  of  euery  word  /  that  y  yow  seye 

Ther  is  no  >vight*  that  hereth  it  but  we  tweye  476 

Ye  woot  youre  self  wel  /  how  fat  ye  cam  heere  477 

In  to  this  hous  /  it  is  nat  longe  ago 

And  though  to  me  /  fat  ye  bo  lief  and  dcere 

Vn-to  my  gentils  /  ye  be  no  thyng  so  480 

They  seyn  /  to  hem  /  it  is  gi-eet  shame  and  wo 

ffor  to  be  subgetz  /  and  to  been  in  seruago 

To  thee  /  that  born  art/  of  a  smal  village  483 

And  namely  /  sith  thy  doghter  was  yboro  484 

Thise  wordes  /  han  they  spoken  doutelecs 

But  I  desire  /  as  I  haue  doon  bifore 

To  lyue  my  lyf  wlUi  hem  /  in  reste  and  pees  487 

I  may  nat  in  this  caas  /  be  recchelee^ 

I  moot  doon  w/tA  thy  doghter/  for  the  beste 

Nat  as  I  wolde  /  but  as  my  peple  leste  490 

And  yet  god  woot*  this  is  ful  looth  to  me  [leaf  97,  back] 

But  nathelees  /  with  oute  youre  wityng* 

I  wol  nat  doon  /  but  this  wol  I  quod  he 

That  ye  to  me  assonte  /  as  in  tliis  thyng*  494 
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Shewe  now  youre  pacience  /  in  yonre  werkyng* 
That  ye  me  highte  /  and  swore  in  youre  village 
That  day  /  that  maked  was  oure  manage  497 

IT  Whan  she  had  herd  al  this  /  she  noght  ameued         498 

Neither  in  word  /  or  chiere  or  countenance    ^tS'S^u^ '  "*^ 

ffor  as  it  semcd  /  she  was  nat  agreued 

She  seyde  lord  /  al  lyth  in  youre  plesafice  501 

My  child  and  I  /  with  hertely  obeisafice 

Been  youres  al  /  and  ye  mowe  sauc  and  spille 

Youre  owene  thyng*  werketh  after  youre  wille  504 

Ther  may  no  thyng  /  god  so  my  soule  sauo  505 

liken  to  yow  /  that  may  displese  me 

Ne  I  ne  desire  /  no  thyng*  for  to  haue 

Ne  drede  for  to  leese  /  saue  oonly  thee  /.  vel  yee  508 

This  wyl  is  in  myn  herte  /  and  ay  shal  be 

No  lengthe  of  tyme  /  or  deeth  may  tliis  deface 

Ne  chaunge  my  corage  /  to  another  place  511 

IF  Glad  was  this  Markys  /  of  hire  answeryng*  512 

But  yet  he  feyned  /  as  he  were  nat  so 

Al  drery  was  his  cheere  /  and  his  lookyng* 

Whan  ^t  he  sholde  /  out/  of  the  chambre  go  515 

Soone  after  this  /  a  furlong  wey  or  two 

He  pnuely  /  hath  toold  al  his  entente 

Vn-to  a  man  /  and  to  his  wyf  hym  sonte  518 

A  maner  sergeant*  was  this  pr/uee  man  519 

The  which  f.it  foithful  ofte  /  he  founden  haddc 

Ju  thynges  grete  /  and  eek  swich  folk  wel  kan 

Doon  execucioft  on  thynges  badde  522 

I'he  lord  knew  wel  /  that  he  hym  loued  and  dradde 

And  whan  this  sergeant*  wiste  the  lordes  wille 

In  to  the  chambre  /  he  stalked  hym  ful  stille  525 
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If  Madame  he  seyde  /  ye  moote  foryeue  it  me  526 

Though  I  do  thyng*  to  which  I  am  constreyned 

Ye  been  so  wys  /  that  ful  wel  knowe  ye 

That  lordes  heestes  /  mowe  nat  been  yfeyned  529 

Th^y  mowe  wel  been  /  biwailled  and  compleyned 

But  men  moote  nede  /  vn-to  hire  lust  obeyo 

And  so  wol  I  /  ther  is  namoore  to  seye  532 

This  chil($  /  I  am  comanded  for  to  take  [leaf  98]       533 

And  spak  namoore  /  but  out  the  child  he  hente 

Despitously  /  and  gau  a  cheere  make 

As  though  he  wolde  /  han  slayn  it  er  he  wente  530 

Grisildis  /  moot  al  suffren  and  consente 

And  as  a  lamb  /  she  sitteth  meke  and  stille 

And  leef  this  crueel  sergeant  doon  his  willo  539 

IF  Suspecious/  was  the  diffame  of  this  man  T  ««ipecta  viri  fama 
Suspect*  his  face  /  suspect*  his  word  also       -  ^^^^^^  bora 
Suspect*  the  tyme  /  in  which  he  this  bigau  f«Mpectoeratora*to 
Alias  hir  doghter/  that  she  loued  so  543 

She  wende  /  he  wolde  han  slawen  it  right  tho 
But  natheloes  /  she  neither  weepe  ne  syked 
Consentynge  hire  /  to  that  the  Markys  lyked  54 G 

But  atte  laste  /  to  speken  she  bigan  547 

And  mekely  /  she  to  the  sergeant  preyde 

So  as  he  was  /  a  worthy  gcntil  man 

That  she  moste  kisse  hire  child  /  er  frd  it  deyde  550 

And  in  hir  barm  /  this  litel  child  she  leyde 

With  ful  sad  face  /  and  gan  the  child  to  kisse 

And  lulled  it*  and  after  gan  it  blisse  553 

And  thus  she  seyde  /  in  hire  benigne  voys  554 

ffare  weel  my  child  /  I  shal  thee  neuere  see 

But  sith  /  I  thee  /  haiic  marked  w/t/i  the  croys 

Of  thilke  fader/  blessed  moote  lie  be  557 
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That  for  vs  deyde  /  vp  on  a  croys  of  tree 

Thy  soule  litel  child  /  I  hym  bitake 

If  or  this  nyght*  shaltow  dyen  for  my  sake  560 

If  I  trowe  /  that  to  a  norice  in  this  cas  561 

It  had  been  hard  /  this  reuthe  for  to  se 

Wei  myghte  a  mooder  /  thanne  ban  cryd  alias 

But  nathelees  /  so  sad  and  stidefast  was  she  564 

That  she  endured  /  al  aduersitee 

And  to  the  sergeant*  mekely  she  sayde 

Haue  beer  agayn  /  youre  litel  yonge  mayde  567 

Gooth  now  quod  she  /  and  dooth  my  lordes  heeste        568 

And  o  thyng/  wol  I  i)rey  yow  of  youre  grace 

That  but  my  lord  /  forbad  yow  atte  leeste 

Burieth  this  litel  body  /  in  som  place  571 

That  beestes  ne  no  briddes  /  it  to-race 

But  he  no  word  /  wol  to  that  pwrpos  seye 

But  took  the  child  /  and  wente  vpon  his  weye  574 

IT  This  sergeant*  cam  vn-to  his  lord  ageyn  Dcarw,  uackj 

And  of  Grisildis  wordes  /  and  hire  cheere 

He  tolde  hym  point*  for  point*  in  short  and  pleyn 

And  hym  presenteth  /  with  his  doghter  deere  578 

Somwhat  this  lord  /  hath  routhe  in  his  manere 

But  nathelees  /  his  pwrpos  hecld  he  stille 

As  lordes  doon  /  whan  they  wol  lian  hir  wille  681 

And  bad  his  sergeant*  that  he  pryuely  582 

Sholde  this  child  /  softe  wyntle  and  wrappe 

With  alle  ciniumstances  /  tendrely 

And  carie  it  in  a  cofre  /  or  in  a  lappe  585 

But  vp-ou  peyne  /  his  heed  of  for  to  swappo 

That  no  man  sholde  knowe  /  of  his  entente 

Ne  whenne  /  ne  whider  that  he  wente  588 
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But  at  Boloigne  /  to  his  suster  deere  589 

That  thilke  tyme  /  of  Pavik  was  Countesse 

Ho  sholdo  it  take  /  and  shewe  hire  this  mateere 

BisckjTige  hire  /  to  doon  hire  bisynesse  592 

This  child  to  fostre  /  in  alle  gentillesse 

And  whos  child  that  it  was  /  he  bad  hym  hydo 

ifrom  euery  wight/  for  oght  fat  may  bityde  595 

IF  The  sergeant  gooth  /  and  hath  fulfild  this  thyng*      596 

But  to  this  Markys  /  now  retoume  we 

if  or  now  gooth  ho  /  ful  faste  ymaginyng* 

If  by  his  wyues  cheere  /  he  myghtc  se  599 

Or  by  hire  word  aperceyue  /  that  she  ^ 

Were  chaunged  /  but  he  neuere  hire  koude  fynde 

But  eu^re  in  oon  /  ylike  sad  and  kynde  602 

As  glad  /  as  humble  /  as  bisy  in  seruysc  [luUh  note,  p.  402]  603 

And  eek*  in  loue  /  as  she  was  wont  to  be 

Was  she  to  hym  /  in  eue^'y  manor  wyse 

No  of  hir  doghter/  noght  a  word  spak  she  606 

Noon  accident*  for  noon  aduersitee 

Was  sevn  in  liire  /  no  neuerc  hir  doghter  name 

Ne  nempned  she  /  in  emcst  /  nor  in  game  609 

%  Explicit  tercia  pai'S  ^ 

Sequit^/r  pars  quarta7(J)  Peafoej 

IN  this  estaat/  ther  passed  been  I'oure  yeer  [LaWwnoff.p.ios] 
Er  she  with  childe  wiis  /  but  as  god  wolde 
A  man  child  she  bar  /  by  this  Walter 
tful  gracious  /  and  fair  for  to  biholde  613 

And  wlian  that  folk*  it  to  his  fader  tolde 
Nat  oonly  he  /  but  al  his  contree  merye 
Was  for  this  child  /  and  god  they  thanke  and  herye     616 

Whan  it  was  two  yeer  old!  /  and  fro  the  brest*  617 

1  )eparte(l  of  his  norice  /  on  a  day 

Til  is  Markys  /  caughte  yet  another  lest* 
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To  tempte  his  wyf  /  yet  ofter  if  he  may  C20 

0  nedelees  /  was  she  tempted  in  assay 
But  wedded  men  /  ne  kuowe  no  mesuro 

Whan  pat  they  fynde  /  a  pacient  creature  623 

IF  Wyf  quod  this  Markys  /  ye  han  herd  er  this      ^^^o«  *** 

My  peple  /  sikly  berth  oure  mariage 

And  namely  /  sith  my  sone  yborn  is 

Now  is  it  worse  /  tlian  euei-Q  in  al  oure  age  627 

The  murmure  sleeth  myn  hcrte  and  my  corage 

ffor  to  myne  eres  /  comth  tlie  voys  so  smerto 

That  it  wel  ny  /  destroyed  hath  myn  herte  630 

IF  Now  sey  they  thus  /  whan  Walter  is  agon  631 

llianne  shal  /  the  blood  of  lanicle  succede 

And  been  oure  lord  /  for  oother  haue  we  noon 

8wiche  wordes  /  seith  my  i>eple  out  of  drede  634 

Wel  oughte  I  /  of  swich  murmwr  taken  heede 

ffor  certeinly  /  I  drede  swich  sentence 

Though  they  nat  pleyu  /  siwke  in  myn  Audience  637 

1  wolde  lyue  in  pees  /  if  that  I  myghte  638 
Wherfore  /  I  am  disposed  outroly 

As  I  his  suster/  serued  by  nyghte 

llight  so  thenke  I  /  to  seme  hym  pryuely  641 

This  wame  I  yow  /  fat  ye  nat  sodeyuly 

Out  of  youre  self  for  no  wo  sholde  outroye 

Beth  pacient*  and  ther  of  I  yow  preye  644 

IF  I  haue  quod  she  scyd  thus  /  and  cucrc  shal  645 

I  wol  no  thyng*  ne  nyl  no  thyng  certayn 

But  as  yow  list*  naught  greueth  me  at  al 

Though  JKit  my  doughter/  and  my  sone  he  slayn  648 

At  youre  comandcmenf  this  is  to  8a}'n 

I  haue  noght  liad  no  part*  of  children  tweync 

But  first  siknesse  /  and  after  wo  and  pcyne  651 
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Ye  been  onre  lord  /  dootli  with  youre  owene  thyng*  Of  w,  bk] 

liight  as  yow  list*  axeth  no  reed  at  me 

ffor  as  I  lefte  at  boom  /  al  my  clothyng* 

Whan  I  first  cam  to  yow/®  rigbt  so  quod  she  655 

Lefte  I  my  wyl  /  and  al  my  libertee 

And  took  youre  clothyng*  wherfore  I  yow  preye 

Booth  youre  plesaiice  /  I  wol  youre  lust  obeye  658 

And  certes  /  if  I  hadde  prescience  659 

Youre  wyl  to  knowe  /  er  ye  youre  lust  me  tolde 

I  wolde  it  doon  /  with  outen  necligence 

But  now  I  woot  youre  lust*  and  what  ye  wolde  662 

Al  youre  plesance  /  ferme  and  stable  I  holde 

ffor  wiste  I  /  that  my  deeth  /  wolde  do  yow  ese     p"^  "°"* 

Eight  gladly  /  wolde  I  dyen  yow  to  plese  6C5 


Deth  may  noght*  make  no  comparisou7»  666 

Vn-to  youre  loue  /  and  whan  this  Markys  say 

The  Constance  of  his  wyf  /  he  caste  adoun 

Hise  eyen  two  /  and  wondreth  fat  she  may  669 

In  pacieuce  /  suftre  al  this  array 

And  forth  he  goth  /  with  drery  contenance 

But  to  his  herte  /  it  was  ful  greet  plesance  672 

IT  This  vgly  sergeant/  in  the  same  wyse  673 

That  he  hire  doghter  caughte  /  right  so  he 

Or  worse  /  if  men  worse  kan  deuyse 

Hath  bent  hire  sone  /  jjat  ful  was  of  beau  tee  676 

And  euere  in  oon  /  so  pacient  was  she 

That  she  no  chiere  maade  /  of  heuynesse 

But  kiste  hir  sone  /  and  after  gan  it  blesse  679 

Saue  this  /  she  preyde  hym  /  that  if  he  myghtc  680 

Hir  litel  sone  /  he  wolde  in  erthe  graue 

His  tendre  lymes  /  delicaat  to  sighte 

ffro  foweles  and  fro  beestes  for  to  saue  683 
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But  she  noon  answere  /  of  hym  mygllte  haue 

He  wente  his  wey  /  as  hym  no  thyng  ne  roghte 

But  to  Boloigne  /  he  tend  rely  it  broghte  68G 

This  Markys  /  wondred  eu^re  lenger  the  moore  687 

Vp  on  hir  pacience  /  and  if  that  he 

Ne  hadde  soothly  /  knowen  ther  bifoore 

That  parfitly  /  hir  children  loued  she  690 

He  wolde  haue  wend  /  pat  of  soni  subtiltce 

And  of  malice  /  or  for  crueel  corage 

That  she  hadde  sufifred  this  with  sad  visage  603 

But  wel  he  knew  /  that  next  hym  self  certayn  pMf  loo] 

She  loued  hir  children  best  in  euery  >vyse 

But  now  of  wommen  /  wolde  I  axen  fayn 

If  thise  assayes  /  myghte  nat  sufhse  697 

What  koude  a  sturdy  housbonde  moore  deuyse 

To  preeue  hire  wyfhod  /  or  hir  stedefastnesse 

And  he  continuynge  euere  in  sturdinesse  700 

But  ther  been  folk/  of  swich  condicioii)  701 

That  whan  they  haue  /  a  ccrtein  pwrpos  take 

They  kan  nat  stynte  of  hire  entencion) 

But  right*  as  they  were  bounden  to  that  stake  704 

They  wol  nat*  of  that  firste  purpos  slake 

Kight  so  this  Markys  /  fulliche  hath  purposed 

To  temptc  his  wyf/  as  he  was  first  disposed  707 

He  waiteth  /  if  by  word  /  or  contenancc  708 

That  she  to  hym  /  was  changed  of  corage 

But  neu^re  /  koude  he  f}Tide  variance 

She  was  ay  oon  /  in  herte  and  in  visage  711 

And  ay  the  forther  /  pat  she  was  in  age 

The  moore  trewc  /  if  pat  it  were  possible 

She  was  to  hym  in  loue  /  and  moore  pcnyble  714 
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flfor  which  it  semed  thus  /  J)at  of  hem  two  715 

Ther  nas  hut  o  wyl  /  for  as  waiter  leste 

The  same  lust*  was  hire  plesance  also 

And  god  he  thanked  /  al  fil  for  the  heste  '718 

She  shewed  wel  /  for  no  worldly  vnreste 

A  wyf*  as  of  hir  self*  no  thing*  ne  sholde 

Wille  in  effect*  but  as  hir  houshonde  wolde  721 

IF  The  sclaundre  of  Walter  /  ofte  and  wyde  spradde      722 

That  of  a  crueel  hcrte  /  he  wikkedly  »  ««  ,  p. 

ffor  he  a  poure  wowman  wedded  hadde 

Hath  mordred  /  hothe  his  children  pnuely  725 

Swich  mwrmure  /  was  among  hem  comunly 

No  wonder  is  /  for  to  the  peples  ere 

Ther  cam  no  word  /  hut  pat  they  mordred  were  728 

ffor  which  /  where  as  his  peple  ther  bifore  729 

Hadde  loued  hym  wel  /  the  sclaundre  of  his  diffame 

Made  hem  /  that  they  hym  hated  therfore 

To  been  a  mordrere  is  an  hateful  name  732 

But  nathelees  /  for  eniest*  ne  for  game 

He  of  his  crueel  purpos  nolde  stente 

To  tempte  his  wyf/  was  set  al  his  entente  735 

IF  Whan  that  his  doghter  .xij.  yeer  was  of  age    [lenf  loo,  hwk] 

He  to  the  court  of  Rome  in  subtil  wyse 

Enformed  of  his  wyl  /  sento  his  message 

Comaundynge  hem  /  swiche  bulles  to  deuyse  739 

As  to  his  crueel  purpos  may  suffyse 

How  pat  the  pope  /  as  for  his  peples  reste 

Bad  hym  to  wedde  /  another  if  hym  leste  742 

I  seyo  /  he  bad  they  sholde  countrefete  743 

The  popes  bulles  /  makynge  mencion) 

That  he  hath  leue  /  his  firste  wyf  to  lete 

As  by  the  ])opes  dispensacioii)  746 
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To  stynie  rancour  and  dissencion) 

Bitwixe  his  peple  and  hym  /  thus  seyde  the  bulle 

The  which  /  they  han  publlced  atte  fulle  749 

IF  The  rude  peple  /  as  it  no  wonder  is  750 

Wenden  ful  wel  /  that  it  hadde  be  right  so 

But  whan  thise  tidynges  cam  to  Grisildis 

I  deeme  /  that  hire  herte  was  ful  wo  753 

But  she  /  ylike  sad  for  eueremo 

Disposed  was  /  this  humble  creature 

The  aduersitee  of  ffortune  al  tendure  756 

Abidynge  euere  /  his  lust  and  his  plesance  757 

To  whom  pat  she  was  yeuen  /  herte  and  al 

As  to  hire  verray  worldly  suffisance 

But  shortly  /  if  this  storie  I  tellen  shal  760 

This  Markys  /  writen  hath  in  special 

A  lettre  /  in  which  he  sheweth  his  entente 

And  secreely  he  to  Boloigne  it  scnte  763 

To  the  Erl  of  Pavyk/  which  pat  hadde  tho  764 

Wedded  his  suster/  preydo  he  specially 

To  bryngen  hoom  agayn  hise  cliildren  two 

In  honurable  estaaf  al  openly  767 

But  0  thyng*  he  hym  preyde  outrely 

That  he  to  no  wight*  though  men  wolde  cnquero 

Sholde  nat  telle  /  whos  children  fat  they  were  770 

But  seye  /  tho  may  den  /  sholde  jrweddod  bo  771 

Vn-to  the  Markys  /  of  Saluce  anon 

And  as  this  Erl  was  preyd  /  so  dido  he 

ffor  at  day  sef  he  on  his  wey  is  goon  774 

Toward  Saluce  /  and  lordes  many  oon 

In  riche  array  this  mayden  for  to  gyde 

yonge  brother/  ridynge  hire  bisydo  777 
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IF  Arrayed  was  towaixi  liir  mariage 

This  fresshe  raayde  /  ful  of  ge7»nies  cleere 

Hir  brother  /  which  fat  .vij.  yeer  was  of  age 

Arrayed  eek  /  ful  fressh  in  his  manere 

And  thus  in  greet  noblesse  /  and  w/t/e  glad  chcere 

Toward  Saluces  /  shapynge  hir  ioumey 

ffro  day  to  day  /  they  ryden  in  hir  wey 

If  Explicit*  quarta  pars  ^ 

If  Sequitur  pars  quinta  ^ 

Among  al  this  /  after  his  wikke  vsage 
This  Markys  yef  his  wyf  to  tempte  moore 
To  the  outtreste  preeue  /  of  hir  corago 
ffully  /  to  han  experience  and  loore 
If  that  she  were  /  as  stidefast*  as  bifooro 
He  on  a  day  /  in  open  audience 
fful  boistously  ha)?  seyd  hire  this  sentence 

IF  Certos  Grisilde  /  I  hadde  ynogfi  plcsanco 
To  han  yow  to  my  wyf  /for  youre  goodnesse 
As  for  youre  trouthc  /  and  for  youre  obeisance 
Noght  for  youre  lynagc  /  ne  for  youre  richesse 
But  now  knowe  I  /  in  verray  sooihfastnesse 
That  in  greet  lordshipe  /  if  I  wel  auyse 
Ther  is  greet  seruitute  /  in  sondry  wyse 


[leaf  101] 


I  may  nat  doon  /  as  euery  Plowman  may 

My  peple  /  mo  constreyneth  for  to  take 

Another  wyf/  and  crien  day  by  day 

And  eek  the  pope  /  rancour  for  to  slake 

Consentcth  iV  that  dar  I  vndcrtake 

And  treweliche  /  thus  muche  I  wol  yow  seyc 

My  newo  wyf  is  comynge  by  the  weyo 

Be  strong  of  herte  /  and  voydc  anon  hir  place 
And  thilke  dowere  /  that  ye  broghten  me 
Ta^ak  it  agayn  /  I  graunte  it  of  my  grace 
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Keioumeih  /  to  youre  fadres  hous  quod  lio  80U 

No  man  /  may  alwey  ban  proepmtee 

With  euene  herte  /  I  rede  yow  tendure 

This  strook*  of  ffortune  /  or  of  aueuture  812 

IT  And  she  answerde  agayn  in  pacience      [Wat  ui.imcIO    813 

My  lord  quod  she  /  I  woot*  and  wisto  alway 

How  ^t  /  bitwixen  youre  magnidcenco 

And  my  pouerte  /  no  wight  kau  ne  may  816 

Maken  comparison)  /  it  is  no  nay 

I  ue  heeld  me  neuere  digne  in  no  nianero 

To  be  youre  wyf  /  no  5*  no  youre  Chambrcru  819 

And  in  this  hous  /  ther  ye  mo  lady  ninailo  820 

The  heighe  god  /  take  I  for  my  witnesso 

And  also  wysly  /  he  my  soule  glaiuie 

I  neuere  /  heeld  me  lady  /  ne  maistresso  823 

But  humble  seniaiif  to  youre  worthy nesso 

And  euere  shal  /  whil  fat  my  lyf  may  dure 

Abouen  /  euery  worldly  creature  826 

That  ye  so  longe  /  of  youro  bcnignitee  827 

Han  holden  me  /  in  honour  and  nobleyo 

Where  as  I  was  /  noght  worthy  beo 

That  thonke  I  god  /  and  yow  /.  to  whom  I  preye  830 

fforyelde  it  yow  /  ther  is  namoore  to  seye 

Vn-to  my  fader/  gladly  wol  I  wendo 

And  with  hym  dwelle  /  vn-to  my  lyucs  endo  833 

Ther  I  was  fostred  /  of  a  child  ful  smal  834 

Til  I  be  deed  /  my  lyf  ther  wol  I  lede 

A  wydwe  clene  /  in  body  /  hcrtc  and  al 

ifor  sith  I  yaf/  to  yow  my  maydenhedo  837 

And  am  youre  trewe  wyf/  it  is  no  dredo 

Grod  shilde  /  swich  a  lordes  wyf  to  take 

Another  man  /  to  housbonde  /  or  to  make  840 
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And  of  youre  newe  wyf  /  god  of  his  grace  841 

So  graunte  yow  wele  and  pro8p67'itee 

ffor  I  wol  gladly  /  yelden  hire  my  place 

In  which  that  I  was  blisful  wont  to  bee  844 

ffor  sith  it  liketh  yow  /  my  lord  quod  shee 

That  whilom  weren  /  al  myn  hertes  reste 

That  I  shal  goon  /  I  wol  goon  whan  yow  leste  847 

But  ther  as  ye  me  profre  /  swich  dowaire  848 

As  I  first  broghte  /  it  is  wel  in  my  mynde 

It  were  my  wrecched  clothes  no  thyng  faire 

The  whicho  to  me  /  were  hard  now  for  to  fynde  851 

0  goode  god  /  how  gentil  and  how  kynde 

Ye  semed  /  by  youre  speche  /  and  youre  visage 

The  day  /  that  maked  was  oure  manage  854 

But  sooth  is  seyd  /  algate  I  fynde  it  trewe     [leaf  losi      855 

ffor  in  effect*  it  preeued  is  on  me 

Loue  is  noghf  oold  /  as  whan  pat  it  is  newe 

But  certes  lord  /  for  noon  aduersitee  858 

To  dyen  in  the  cas  /  it  shal  nat  bee 

That  eue/e  /  in  word  or  werk  /  I  shal  repente 

That  I  yow  yaf  myn  lierte  in  hool  entente  861 

My  lord  ye  woot/  that  iu  my  fadres  place  862 

Ye  dide  me  streepe  /  out  of  my  poure  weede 

And  richely  /  me  cladden  of  youre  grace 

To  yow  broghte  I  noght  eUes  /  out  of  drede  865 

But  feith  and  nakednesse  /  and  maydenhedo 

And  heere  agayn  /  my  clothyng  I  restoore 

And  eek  /  my  weddyng  ryng/  for  cueremoro  868 

The  remcnant  of  youre  lueles  rcdy  be  8G9 

In  with  youre  chambre  /  dar  I  saufly  sayn 
Naked  /  out  of  my  fadi'es  hous  quod  she 

1  cam  /  and  naked  moot  I  tume  agayn  872 
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Al  youre  plesance  /  wol  I  folwen  fayn 

But  yet  I  hope  /  it  be  nat  yourc  entente 

Tliat  I  smoklees  /  out  of  youre  paleys  wente  875 

Ye  koude  nat  doon  /  so  dishoneste  a  thyng/  876 

That  thilke  wombe  /  in  which  yourc  children  lej'e 

Sholde  bifom  the  peple  /  in  my  walkyng/ 

Be  seyn  al  bare  /  whcrfore  I  yow  preye  879 

Lat  me  /  nat  lyk  a  worm  /  go  by  the  weye 

Eemembre  yow  /  myn  owene  lord  so  deere 

I  was  youre  wyf  /  though  I  vnworthy  weere  882 

Wherforo  /  in  gerdon)  of  my  maydcnhede  883 

Wliich  pat  I  broghte  /  and  noglit  agayn  I  here 

As  voucheth  sauf  /  to  yeue  me  /  to  my  mcedo 

But  swich  a  smok*  as  I  was  wont  to  were  886 

J.  eo«wr« 

That  I  ther-w/t/i  may  wrye  the  wombe  of  hero 

That  was  youre  wyf  /  and  lieer  tiiko  I  my  leeue 

Of  yow  myn  owene  lord  /  lest  I  yow  greuo  889 

IF  The  smok  quod  he  /  that  thou  hast  on  thy  bak  890 

I^t  it  be  stille  /  and  here  it  forth  with  thee 

But  wel  vnnethes  /  thilke  word  he  spak* 

But  wente  his  wey  /  for  routhe  and  for  pitoe  893 

Biforn  the  folk/  hir  seluen  strepeth  she 

And  in  hir  smok/  witA  heed  /  and  foot  /  al  bare 

Toward  hir  fader  hous  /  forth  is  she  faro  896 

IT  The  folk*  hire  folwe  /  wepynge  in  hir  woyo       p«if  i«,  hackj 

And  flfortune  ay  they  cursen  /  as  they  goon 

But  she  fro  wepyng*  kepte  hire  eyen  dreye 

Ne  in  this  tyme  /  wortl  ne  spak  she  noon  900 

Hir  fader  /  that  this  tidynge  herde  anoon 

Curseth  the  day  /  and  tyme  that  nature 

Shoope  hym  /  to  been  a  lyues  creature  903 
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ifor  out  of  doute  /  this  olde  pour©  man  904 

Was  eue?'e  /  in  suspect*  of  hir  mariage 

ifor  euere  he  demed  /  sith  that  it  bigan 

That  whan  the  lord  /  falfild  hadde  his  corage  907 

Hym  wolde  thynke  /  it  were  a  disparage 

To  his  estaat  /  so  lowe  for  talighte 

And  yoyden  hire  /  as  soone  as  euer  he  myghte  910 

Agayns  his  doghter  /  hastiliche  goth  he  911 

ffor  he  by  noyse  of  folk  /  knew  hire  comynge 

And  with  hire  olde  coote  /  as  it  myghte  be 

He  couered  hire  /  ful  sorwefully  wepynge  914 

But  on  hire  body  /  myghte  he  it  nat  brynge 

flfor  rude  was  the  clooth  /  and  she  moore  of  ago 

By  dayes  fele  /  than  at  hire  mariage  917 

IT  Thus  with  hire  fader  /  for  a  certeyn  space  918 

Dwelleth  this  flour/  of  wyfly  pacicnce 

That  neither/  by  hire  wordes  /  ne  hire  face 

Biforn  the  folk  /  ne  eek  in  hire  absence  921 

Ne  shewed  she  /  that  hire  was  doon  ofifence 

Ne  of  hire  heighe  estaat*.  no  remembrance 

Ne  hadde  she  /  as  by  hire  contenance  924 

No  wonder  is  /  for  in  hire  grete  estaaf  925 

Hire  goost  was  euere  /  in  pleyn  humylitee 

No  tendre  mouth  /  noon  herte  delicaat 

No  pompe  /  no  semblant  of  roialtee  928 

But*  ful  of  pacient  benyngnytee 

Discreef  and  pridelees  /  ay  honurable 

And  to  hire  housbonde  /  euere  meke  and  stable  931 

IT  Men  speke  of  lob  /  and  moost  for  his  humblcsse       932 

As  clerkes  whan  hem  list*  konne  wel  endito 

Namely  of  men  /  but  as  in  soothfastncsse 

Thougli  clerkes  /  preise  wo;?? men  but  a  lite  935 
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Ther  kan  no  man  /  in  humblcsse  hym  acquite 

As  womman  kan  /  ne  been  half  so  trewe 

As  wommen  been  /  but  it  be  falle  of  newe  938 

[PART  VL] 

IT  ffro  Boloigne  /  is  this  £rl  of  Pavyk*  come     [iwrios]     939 

Of  which  the  fame  vp  sprang*  to  moore  and  lesse 

And  in  the  peples  eres  /  alle  and  some 

Was  kouth  eek  /  that  a  newe  Markysesse  942 

He  vfith  hym  broghte  /  in  swich  pompe  and  lichcsse 

That  neuere  was  ther  seyn  /  with  mannes  eye 

So  noble  array  /  in  al  Westlumbardye  945 

IF  Tlie  Markys  /  which  that  shoope  and  knew  al  this    946 

£r  that  this  £rl  was  come  /  sente  Ids  message 

ffur  thUke  /  sely  poure  Grisildis 

And  she  with  humble  herte  /  and  glad  visage  949 

Nat  with  no  swollen  thoghf  in  hire  corage 

Cam  at  his  heste  /  and  on  hire  knees  hire  sette 

And  reuerently  /  and  wisely  she  hym  grette  952 

IF  Grisilde  quod  he  /  my  w}'l  is  outrely  953 

This  mayden  /  that  shid  wcnlded  been  to  me 

Receiued  be  /  to  morwe  as  roially 

As  it  possible  is  /  in  myn  hous  to  be  956 

And  eek  /  that  euery  wight  in  his  degree 

Hauo  his  estaat*  in  sittyng*  and  scruyse 

And  heigh  plcsailce  /  as  I  kan  best  deuyse  959 

IF  I  haue  no  wommen  /  suffisaflt  certayn  960 

The  chambres  /  for  tarraye  in  ordinafice 

After  my  lust*  and  therforo  wolde  I  fayn 

That  thyn  were  /  al  swich  manere  gouemafico  963 

Thou  knowest  eek*  of  old  al  my  plesafice 

Thogh  thyn  array  be  badde  and  yuel  biscye 

Do  thou  thy  deuoir/  at  the  leoste  weye  966 
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IF  Nat  oonly  lord  /  that  .1.  am  glad  quod  she  967 

To  doon  youre  lust*  but  .1.  desire  also 

Yow  for  to  serue  /  and  plese  in  my  degree 

With  outen  feyntyng*  and  shal  eueremo  970 

Ne  neuere  /  for  no  wele  /  ne  no  wo 

Ke  shal  the  goost*  witAInne  myn  herte  stente 

To  loue  yow  besf  wiiJi  al  my  trewe  entente  973 

And  with  that  word  /  she  gan  the  hous  to  dighte         974 

And  tables  for  to  sette  /  and  beddes  make 

And  peyned  hire  /  to  doon  al  that  she  myghte 

Preyynge  the  chambreres  /  for  goddes  sake  977 

To  hasten  hem  /  and  faste  swepe  and  shake 

And  she  /  the  mooste  seruysable  of  alle 

Hath  euery  chambre  arrayed  /  and  his  halle  980 

IF  Abouten  vndren  /  gan  this  Erl  alighte    [u»fios,back]    981 

That  vfith  him  broghte  /  thise  noble  children  tweye 

tfor  which  the  peple  /  ran  to  seen  the  sighte 

Of  hire  an*ay  /  so  richely  biseye  984 

And  thannc  at  ersf  amonges  hem  thoy  seyo 

That  Walter  was  no  fool  /  thogh  fat  hym  leste 

To  chaunge  his  wyf/  for  it  was  for  the  beste  987 

ffor  she  is  fairer  /  as  they  deemen  alle  988 

Than  is  Grisilde  /  and  moore  tendre  of  age 

And  fairer  fruyt*  bitwene  hem  sholde  fallo 

And  moore  plesanf.  for  hire  heigh  lynage  991 

Hir  brother  eck/  so  faire  was  of  visage 

That  hem  to  seen  /  the  pej^le  hath  caught  plesafice 

Co???mendynge  now  /  the  Markys  gouernance  994 

0  Stormy  peple  /  vnsad  /  and  euero  vntrewe     IF  Auctor 
Ay  vndiscreef  and  chaung}'nge  as  a  vane 
Delitynge  euere  /  in  nimbul  that  is  newe 
ll'or  lyk  the  moone  /  ay  wcxe  ye  and  wane  998 
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Ay  fill  of  clappyng*  deere  ynogfi  a  lano 

Youre  doom  is  fals  /  youre  Constance  yuele  preeueth 

A  ful  greet  fool  /  is  he  /  fat  on  yow  leeueth  1001 

Thus  seyden  sadde  folk/  in  that  Citee  1002 

Whan  that  the  peple  /  gazed  vp  and  doun 

ffor  they  were  glad  /  right  for  the  noueltee 

To  han  /  a  newe  lady  of  hir  toun  1005 

Namoore  of  this  /  make  I  now  mencioun 

Bui  to  Grisilde  agayn  /  wol  1  me  dresse 

And  telle  /  hir  Constance  /  and  hir  bisynesse  1008 

IF  fful  bisy  was  Grisilde  /  in  euery  thyng  1009 

That  to  the  feeste  /  was  apertinont* 

Eight  noght*  was  she  abayst*  of  hire  clothyng* 

Thogh  it  were  rude  /  and  somdecl  eek  to-renf  1012 

But  w«t/i  glad  cheere  /  to  the  yate  is  she  went* 

With  oother  folk*  to  greete  the  Markysesso 

And  after  that*  dooth  forth  hir^  bisynesse  1015 

With  so  glad  chiero  /  hisc  gestcs  she  receyueth  1016 

And  so  konnyngly  /  euerich  in  his  degree 

That  no  defaute  /  no  man  ap<?rceyuetli 

But  ay  they  wondren  /  what  she  myghte  bee  1019 

That  in  so  poure  array  was  for  to  see 

And  koudc  /  swich  honour  and  reucrence 

And  worthily  /  they  preisen  hire  prudence  1022 

In  al  this  mcene  while  /  she  ne  stento  [leariAij       1023 

This  mayde  /  and  eek  hir  brother  to  eommende 

With  al  hir  hcrte  /  in  ful  benyngne  entente 

So  wel  /  fat  no  man  koude  hir  pris  amende  1026 

But  atte  laste  /  whan  |»at  thise  lordes  wende 

To  sitten  doun  to  mete  /  he  gan  to  calle 

Grisilde  /  as  she  was  bisy  in  his  halle  1029 
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IF  Grisilde  quod  he  /  as  it  were  in  his  pley  1030 

How  liketh  thee  my  wyf/  and  hire  beautee  ? 

Right  wel  quod  she  my  lord  /  for  in  good  fey 

A  fairer/  saugh  I  neuere  noon  than  she  1033 

I  prey  to  god  /  yeue  hire  prosperitee 

And  so  hope  I  /  that  he  wol  to  yow  sende 

Plesance  ynogh  /  vn-to  youre  lyues  ende  1036 

0  thyng  biseke  I  yow  /  and  wame  also  iLatu  nou,  p.  402]  1037 
That  ye  ne  prikke  /  with  no  tonnentynge 

This  tendre  may  den  /  as  ye  han  doon  mo 

ffor  she  is  fostred  /  in  hire  norissynge  1040 

^loore  tendrely  /  and  to  my  supposyngo 

She  koude  nat/  aduersitee  endure 

As  koude  /  a  poure  fostred  creature  1043 

^  And  whan  this  Walter  /  saugh  hir/?  pacience  1044 

Hir  glad  cliiere  /  and  no  malice  at  al 

And  he  so  ofte  /  had  doon  to  liire  [offence] 

And  she  ay  sad  /  and  constant  as  a  wal  1047 

.1.  ubiqvr 

Continuynge  euere  /  hire  Innocence  oueral 

This  sturdy  Markys  /  gan  his  herte  drejsse 

To  rewen  /  vp  on  hire  wyfly  stedfastnesse  1050 

IT  This  is  ynogh  /  Grisilde  myn  quod  he  1051 

Be  now  namoore  agast^  ne  yuele  apayed 

1  haue  thy  feith  /  and  thy  benyngnytee 

As  wcl  /  as  euere  womnian  was  assayed  1054 

In  greet  estaat^,  and  poureliche  arrayed 

Now  knowe  I  goodo  wyf  /  thy  stedfastnesse 

And  hire  in  armes  took  /  and  gan  hire  kesse  1057 

If  And  she  for  wonder/  took  of  it  no  kecpe  1058 

She  horde  nat  /  what  thyng<  ho  to  hire  seyde 

She  ferde  /  as  sho  liad  stort  out^  of  a  sloep/^ 

Til  she  /  out  of  hire  mazodnesso  abroyde  lOGl 
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Grisilde  quod  he  /  by  god  that  for  vs  deydo 

Thou  art  my  wyf/  noon  oother  I  haue 

Ne  neudre  hadde  /  as  god  my  soule  saue  1064 

IT  This  is  thy  doghter  /  which  thou  hast  supposed  [if  io4,  bk] 

To  he  my  wyf  /  that  oother  feithfully 

Shal  be  myn  heir  /  as  I  haue  ay  supposed 

Thou  bare  hym  /  in  thy  body  trewely  1068 

At  Boloigne  /  haue  I  kept  hem  prmely 

Taak  hem  agayn  /  for  now  may  stow  nat  seye 

That  thou  hast  lorn  /  noon  of  thy  children  tweye        1071 

And  folk  /  that  ootherweys  /  han  soyd  of  me  1072 

I  wame  hem  wel  /  fat  I  haue  doon  this  deede 

ffor  no  malice  /  ne  for  no  crueltee 

But  for  tassaye  /  in  thee  thy  wommanheede  1075 

And  naf  to  sleen  my  children  /  god  forbeede 

But  for  to  kepe  hem  /  pryuely  and  stille 

Til  I  thy  purpos  knewe  /  and  al  thy  willo  1078 

IT  Whan  she  this  henle  /  aswownc  doun  she  falleth    1079 

ffor  pitous  loyo  /  and  after  hire  swownynge 

She  bothe  hire  yonge  children  /  vn-to  hire  ealleth 

And  in  hire  Armes  /  pitously  wep3mgo  1082 

Embraceth  hem  /  and  tendrely  kissynge 

fful  lyk  a  mooder/  with  hire  salte  teeres 

She  bathed  /  bothe  hire  visage  and  hire  hecros  1085 

IF  0  which  a  j)itous  thyng*  it  was  to  so  1086 

Hir  swownyng*.  and  hire  humble  voys  to  heere 

Grauntmercy  lord  /  that  thanko  I  yow  quod  she 

That  ye  han  saued  me  my  children  deere  1089 

Now  rekke  I  neue?-e  /  to  been  dtKnl  right  heero 

Sith  I  stonde  in  yourc  loue  /  and  in  youre  jjra<'0 

No  fors  of  deeth  /  ne  whan  my  spirit  jmro  1092 
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IF  0  tendre  /  o  deere  /  o  yonge  children  myno  1093 

Youre  woful  inooder  /  wende  stedfastly 

That  crueel  houndes  /  or  som  foul  vermyne 

Hadde  eten  yow  /  but  god  of  his  mercy  1096 

Aiid  youre  benyngne  fader  /  tendrely 

Hath  doon  yow  kept*  and  in  that  same  stounde 

Al  sodeynly  /  she  swapte  adoun  to  grounde  1099 

And  in  hire  swough  /  so  sadly  holdeth  she  1100 

Hire  children  two  /  whan  she  gan  hem  tembrace 

That  wit/i  greet  sleiglite  /  and  greet  difficultee 

The  children  /  from  hire  arm  they  gonne  arace  1103 

0  many  a  teere  /  on  many  a  pitous  face 

Doun  ran  /  of  hem  pat  stooden  hire  bisyde 

Vnnethe  abouten  hire  /  myghte  they  abyde  1106 

IF  Walter  hire  gladeth  /  and  hire  sorwo  slaketh  iioaf  iw] 

She  riseth  yp  abaysed  /  from  hire  tmfico 

And  euery  wight  /  hire  ioye  and  feeste  makcth 

Til  she  /  hath  caught  agayn  hire  contenance  1110 

Walter  hire  dooth  /  so  feithfully  plesance 

That  it  was  deyntee  /  for  to  seen  the  cheerc 

Bitwixe  hem  two  /  now  they  been  met  yfeerc  1113 

IF  Thise  ladyes  /  whan  that  they  hir  tyme  say  1114 

Han  taken  hire  /  and  in  to  chambre  gon 

And  strepen  hire  /  out  of  hire  rude  array 

And  in  a  clooth  of  gold  /pat  brighte  shoon  1117 

With  a  coroune  /  of  many  a  riclie  stoon 

Vp  on  hire  heed  /  they  in  to  halle  hire  broghte 

And  ther  she  was  /  honured  as  hire  oghte  1120 

Thus  hath  this  pitous  day  a  blisful  ende  1121 

fibr  euery  man  and  wowiman  dooth  his  myght* 

This  day  /  in  murthe  and  reuel  to  dispende 

Til  on  the  wclkne  /  shoon  the  sterres  lyght*  1124 
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ffor  moore  solempne  /  in  euery  mannes  sygfet* 

This  feste  was  /  and  gretter  of  costage 

Than  was  /  the  reuel  /  of  hire  manage  1127 

IF  flul  many  a  yeer  /  in  heigh  prospcritee  1128 

Lyuen  thise  two  /  in  concord  and  in  reste 

And  richely  /  his  doghter  maryed  he 

Vn-to  a  lord  /  oon  of  the  worthieste  1131 

Of  al  Ytaillo  /  and  thanne  in  pees  and  reste 

His  wyues  fader/  in  his  court  he  kepeth 

Til  that*  the  soule  /  out  of  his  body  crepctb  1134 

His  sono  /  succedeth  in  his  heritage  1135 

In  reste  and  pees  /  after  his  fader  day 

And  fortunat*  was  eek/  in  manage 

Al  putte  he  nat  his  wyf/  in  greet  assay  1138 

This  world  ia  nat  so  strong*  it  is  no  nay 

As  it  hath  been  /  of  olde  tyuies  yoore 

And  herkneth  /  what  this  Auctour  seith  therfooro       1141 

II  This  storic  is  seyd  /  nat  for  tliat  wyues  slioldo    ^^''JSyJ?**' 

Ifulwen  Grisildc  /  as  in  humylitee 

ifor  it  were  inportable  /  thougli  tliey  woldo 

But  for  that  euery  wight*  in  liis  degree  1145 

Sholde  be  constant*  in  aduersitee 

As  was  Grisihle  /  therfore  petrak*  writeth 

This  stone  /  which  w/t/i  heigh  stile  he  cnditeth  1148 

ffor  sith  a  womnian  /  was  so  pacienf  nean«5,hack] 

Vn-to  a  mortal  man  /  wel  moore  vs  oghte 

Eeceyuon  al  in  gree  /  that  god  vs  sent* 

ffor  greet  skile  is  /  he  preeue  that  he  wroghte  1 152 

But  he  /  ne  tempteth  no  man  /  that  he  boghte 

As  seith  seint  lame  /  if  ye  his  pistel  rede 

lie  preeueth  folk  al  day  /  it  is  no  dredc  1 155 
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And  suffreth  vs  /  as  for  oure  excercise  1156 

With  sharpe  scourges  /  of  Aduersitee 

fful  ofte  /  to  be  bete  in  sondry  wise 

Nat  for  to  know  oure  wyl  /  for  certes  he®  1159 

Er  we  were  bom  /  knew  dure  freletee 

And  for  oure  beste  /  is  al  his  gou&maflce 

Lat  YS  thanne  lyue  /  in  veHuous  sufTrafice  1162 

IF  But  o  word  lordynges  /  herkneth  er  I  go  1 1G3 

It  were  ful  hard  /  to  fynde  now  a  dayes 

In  al  a  toun  /  Grisildis  /  thre  or  two 

flfor  if  ])at  they  were  put*  to  swiche  assayes  1 166 

The  gold  of  hem  /  hath  now  so  badde  alayes 

With  bras  /  pat  thogh  the  coyne  be  fair  at  eye 

It  wolde  rather  /  brcste  atwo  than  plye  1169 

flfor  which  heere  /  for  the  wjrues  lone  of  Bathe  1 170 

Whos  lyf  and  al  hire  secte  god  mayntene 

In  heigh  mabtrie  /  and  elles  were  it  scathe 

I  wol  with  lusty  herte  /  fressh  and  grene  1173 

Seyn  yow  a  song*  to  glade  yow  I  wene 

And  lat  vs  stynte  /  of  emestful  matere 

Herkneth  ray  song*  that  seith  in  this  manere  1176 


If  Ijenuoy  de  Chaucer  ^ 

I      V     And  bothe  atones  /  buryed  in  Ytaille 
V>n     flfop  which  I  eric  /  in  open  audience  1179 

No  wedded  man  /  so  hai-dy  be  tassaillo 
I  lis  -vfyues  pacience  /  in  hope  to  fynde 
Grisildis  /  for  in  certein  he  shal  faille  1182 
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O  noble  wyues  /  ful  /  of  heigh  prudence 

Lat  noon  humylitee  /  youre  tonge  naill 

Ke  lat  no  clerk/  haue  cause  or  diligence  1185 

To  write  of  yow  /  a  storie  of  swich  meruaille 

As  of  Grisildis  /  pacient  and  kynde 

Lest  Chichiuache  /  yow  swelwe  in  hire  entraiilo  1188 

ffolweth  Ekko  /  that  holdeth  no  silence  Dmjkw] 

But  eue^'e  answereth  /  at  the  countretaiUe 

Beth  nat  bida£fed  for  youre  Innocence  1191 

But  sharply  /  taak  on  yow  the  gouf maille 

Emprenteth  wel  this  lessofi  in  youre  mynde 

ffor  commune  profit*  sith  it  may  auaille  1194 

Ye  Archiwyues  /  stondeth  at  defense 

Syn  ye  be  strong*  as  is  a  greet  Camaille 

Ne  suffreth  nat/  pat  men  yow  doon  offense  1197 

And  sklendre  wyues  /  fieble  as  in  bataiUe 

Beth  egre  /  as  is  a  Tygre  yond  in  Ynde 

Ay  clappeth  as  a  Mille  /  I  yow  consaille  1200 

Ne  dreed  hem  naf  doth  hem  no  reu^rence 

flfor  though  thyn  housbonde  /  armed  be  in  maille 

The  arwes  /  of  tliy  crabbed  eloquence  1203 

Shal  perce  his  brest/  and  eek*  liis  Auentaille 

In  lalousie  /  I  rede  eek*  thou  hym  bynde 

And  thou  shalt  make  hym  couche  as  doth  a  quaillo     1206 

If  thou  be  fair/  ther  folk  been  in  presence 

Shewe  thou  thy  visage  /  and  thyn  apparaille 

If  thou  be  foul  /  be  fre  of  thy  dispence  1209 

To  gete  thee  frcendes  /  ay  do  thy  trauaille 

Be  ay  of  chiere  /  as  light  as  leef  on  lynde 

And  lat  hym  care  and  wepe  /  and  wryng  a/td  waiUe    1212 
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SIDE-NOTES  TO  CLERK'S  TALE,  ELLESTHERE  MS. 

(From  Fotrarcli*8  Latin  original :  see  the  Society's  Originals  and 
Analogues  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales.) 

\_A8  iliere  is  no  room  in  this  print  for  the  Latin  notes  in  the 
margin  of  the  M8^  they  are  put  here,  with  th-e  numbert  of  the  Unei 
{and  pages  of  the  Six-Text)  to  which  they  7'efer.'] 

p.  404, 1.  40.  ^  Est  ad  ytalie  \&tus  occiduum  Yesulus  ex  ap- 
penini  lugis  moos  altisiiimiM  qui  v^rtice  nebula  supf^ans  liqnido 
sese  ingerit  etheri  Mons  suapte  /  nobilis  natura  padi  ortu  nobilis- 
»{mus  qui  latere  fonte  lapsus  exiguo  Orientem  contra  solem  fertur 
SLcetera     [MS,  leaf  92.] 

p.  405,  1.  57.  ^  Inter  cetera  ad  radicem  VesuH  tern  saluciarMw 
vicu  &.  Castelli^.     [MS,  kaf  92.] 

p.  409, 1.  197.  II  ffuit  haut  prc^cul  a  palacio  kcetera.  [MS, 
leaf  94.] 

p.  412, 1.  281.  ^  Vt  expeditis  curis  alijs  ad  videnduw  dofuini 
8ui  spoDsam  cum  puellis  comitibi/^  pr^^pararet/     [MS,  leaf  95.] 

p.  412,  1.  296.  ^  qwi/m  Walterus  cogitabundus  cedeus  eai/fque 
cowpellaus  norji'ine.     [MS,  leaf  95.] 

p.  414,  1.  337.  ^  Et  insolito  tanti  hospiti»  aduentu  »tupida;/i 
inue^it.     [MS,  leaf  95,  back.] 

p.  414,  1.  344.  %  Et  patri  tuo  placet  inquid  &  niihi  vt  vxor 
mea  sis  /  et  credo  idip^um  tibi  placeat/  »ed  habeo  ex  te  querere  Sc 
cetera.     [MS,  leaf  95,  back.] 

p.  414,  1.  856.  %  sine  vlla  frontis  aut  \erh\  inpugnacioop. 
[MS,  leaf  95,  back.] 

p.  414,  1.  358.  ^  Nil  ego  vnqw^m  sciens- nedu/w  faciam  sot 
ec\uni  cogitabo  quod  contra  animum  tuuw  sit/  nee  tu  aliquid 
fucies  /  et  si  me  mori  iusseris  quod  moleste  feram  Stcetera,  [MS, 
leaf  95,  back.] 

p.  415,  1.  372.  ^  dehinc/  ne  (|uid  reliq?//ar;/w  fortune  vetrris 
nouaw<  inferat  in  domuwi  /  nuduri  earn  iusserit/     [MS,  leaf  9G.] 

p.  4I(>,  1.  400.  ^  Atqj/p  apud  omwes  supra  fide//i  cara  &  vene- 
rabiltV  facfa  est/  vix  quod  hijs  ip^ris  q?/i  illiw*  originew  nour/*ant 
persuader!  posset  lanic^le  nata/M  esse  tant//<  vite  /  tantw^  uxor  ton 
decor  ca  xerbonim  grauitas  titque  dulcedo  quib?/«  omnium  a/tiwos 
nexu  sibi  magni  amoris  astriuxerat  /     [MS,  leaf  96.] 

p.  41G,  1.  421.  ^  sic  Walterwjf  huniili  (juidem  /  net/  insigni  ac 
pntiipero  matrimonio  honestatis  summa  dei  in  pace  &  cetera. 
[MvS,  leaf  96,  back.] 
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p.  41G,  li  426.  ^  qffodqtte  eximiam  virtutem  tanta  sub  inopia 
latitantew  taw  p^rspicacit/fr  depr^^udisset/  vulgo  prudentissiiiiMj 
habehAinr,     [MS,  leaf  96,  back.] 

p.  416y  1.  428.  ^  "Seqve  yero  solera  sponsa  muliebria  tantvm  ao 
domestica  /  Bed  vbi  res  posoeret  publics  eoiam  subibat  offioia. 
[MS,  leaf  96,  back.] 

p.  417,  1.  435.  ^  Viro  absente  /  lites  patne  /  nobilium  dm- 
oordias  dirimens  atqt<>  componens  tam  gra\x\bus  respoHsis  tanta  qtt€ 
roaturitate,  k  ludicij  eqnitate  vt  omnes  ad  salutem  publican 
demissa  celo  feminam  predicarent/     [MS,  leaf  97,  back.] 

p.  417, 1.  449.  ^  Cep^it  vt  fit  int^rdum  walterufii  cum  iam 
ablaotata  easet  infantula  mirabilt^  quedam  qnam  laudabilij  cupi- 
ditas  8ati«  expertaw  care  fidem  coniugis  exp^riendi  alcius  k  it^ruin 
atqtf^  it^rum  retemptandi.     [MS,  leaf  97.] 

p.  422,  1.  603.  4  par  alacWtas  atque  sedalitas  solitum  ob8[e]- 
quium  /  idem  amor  nulla  filie  mencio.     [MS,  leaf  08,  back.] 

p.  422,  1.  610.  %  transiu^rant  hoc  in  statu  a#4ni  iiij**'  duw  ecce 
grauida  Scoetera,     [MS,  leaf  99.] 

p.  423, 1.  624.  ^  Et  olim  audisti  populu0»  meuw  egre  noetrum 
ferre  connubium  5c  cetera,     [MS,  leaf  99.] 

p.  424, 1.  664.  ^  ffao  8en[ten]ciam  tibi  placere  quod  moriar 
Yolens  moriar.     [MS,  leaf  99,  back.] 

p.  426,  1.  722.  ^  ceperit  sensim  de  Waltcro  decolor  fama  cre- 
b[r]eacere.     [MS,  leaf  100.] 

p.  486, 1.  1037.  %  Vnum  bona  fide  prfcor  ac  moneo  ne  banc/ 
illis  aculeis  agites  qutlmt  alt/^ram  agitasti  /  namque  k  iunior  k 
delicacius  nutrita  est/  pati  quantum  ego  vt  reor  non  valeret/ 
[MS,  leaf  104.] 

p.  439,  1.  1142.  ^  Hanc  historian  stilo  nunc  alto  retexere 
visum  fuit/  nofi  turn  ideo  vt  matronas  nostri  temptf>ris  ad  imitau- 
dam  huiiM  vxoris  pacienciam  /  que  inimitabilis  videttfr  /  quam  vt 
legentes  ad  imitandam  saltern  femiite  constanciam  excitarent/. 
Vt  qi*e  bee  viro  suo  prratitit/  hoc  pr^tare  d[e]o  nnttro  audeat/  qui- 
Mbetl  vt  lacobus  ait  Apostolus  /  Intemptator  sit/  malonrm  &  ipM 
neviinem  temptat/  probat  iamen  8c  sepe  nos  mulUs  ac  grauibMtf 
flagellis  ex^^rceri  sinit/  non  vt  animum  nostrum  sciat/  quern  sciuit 
antequam  crearemtir  Stcetera,     [MS,  leaf  105.] 
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APPENDIX  TO  GROUP  E,  §  2. 


[t  Originaly  but  rejected,  End-Lirik  to  the  Clerk's  Talc, 
perhaps  follotoing  I.  1162,  with  wJiich  the  paraphrase  of 
Petrarch's  Latin  ends,  or  L  1169.] 

If  Bihoold  the  murye  wordes  of  the  Hoost*  ^ 

THis  worthy  clerk*  whan  ended  was  his  tale 
Oure  hoost  seyde  /  and  swoor  hy  goddes  hones 
Me  were  leuere  /  than  a  harel  ale 

My  wyf  at  hoom  /  had  herd  this  legende  ones  4 

This  is  a  gen  til  tale  /  for  the  nones 
As  to  my  pwrpos  /  wiste  ye  my  wille 
But  thyng*  pat  wol  nat  he  /  lat  it  he  stille  (^  7 

%  Heere  endeth  the  tale  /  of  the  Clerk*  of  Oxenfordf 
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^  The  prologe  of  the  Marchantes  tale  ^      p«ifi<M,iNM^] 

Wepyng*  and  waylyng*  care  and  oother  sorwe 
I  knowe  ynogh  /  on  euen  and  a  morwe 
Quod  the  Marchant*  and  so  doon  othere  mo 
That  wedded  been  /  I  trowe  that  it  be  so  ]  216 

ffor  wel  I  woof  it  fai*eth  so  with  me 
I  have  a  wyf/  the  worste  that  may  be 
ffor  thogh  the  feend  /  to  hire  ycoupled  were 
She  wolde  hym  ouermacche  /  I  dar  wel  swero  1220 

What  sholde  I  yow  reherce  in  special 
Hir  hye  malice  /  she  is  a  shrewe  at  al 
Thei  is  a  loug<  and  large  difference 

Bit>nx  Grisildis  grete  pacicnce  1224 

And  of  my  wyf/  the  passyng*  cnieltee 
Were  I  vnbounden  /  al  so  moot  I  thee 
I  wolde  neuere  eft*  comen  in  the  snare 
We  wedded  men  /  lyue  in  sorwe  and  care  1228 

Assay e  who  so  wole  /  and  he  shal  fynde 
I  seye  sooth  /  by  seint  Thomas  of  ynde 
As  for  the  moore  part^  I  sey  nat  alle 
God  shilde  /  that  it  sholde  so  bifalle  1232 

IT  A  good  sire  boost  /  I  liaue  y  wedded  bee 
Thise  Monthes  two  /  and  moore  nat  pardee 
And  yet  I  trowe  /  he  that  al  his  lyue 
Wyflees  hath  been  /  tliough  Jkit  men  wolde  hiwi  ryne  1 236 
Vn-to  the  heile  /  ne  koude  in  no  mancre 
Tellen  so  muchel  /  sorwe  /  as  I  now  heere  ? 
Koude  tellen  /  of  my  wyues  cursednesse 
H  Now  quod  our  boost* .  MarchaAt  so  god  yow  blessc  1240 
8yn  ye  so  muchel  /  knowcn  of  that  Art* 
fful  hertely  /  I  pray  yow  telle  vs  part* 
IT  Gladly  quod  he  /  but  of  myn  owene  sooro 
ffor  soory  herte  /  I  telle  may  namoore  1244 

SLLESMERE  876  (6-T.  448) 


443   81X-TEXT 

GROUP  E.  §  4.  merchant's  tale.  Ellesmere  MS. 


5f  Heore  bigynneth  the  Marchantes  tale  (3) 

Hilom  ther  was  dwellynge  in  Lumbardye 
A  worthy  knyght*  pat  born  was  of  Pavye 
In  which  he  lyued  /  in  greet  prospenteo 
And  sixty  yeer  /  a  wyflees  man  was  hee 

"And  folwed  ay  his  bodily  delyf 

On  wowmen  /  ther  as  was  his  appetyf 

As  doon  thise  fooles  /  that  been  seculeer  leaf  1073 

And  whan  that  he  /  was  passed  sixty  yeer  1252 

"Were  if  for  hoolynesse  /  or  for  dotage 

I  lean  nat  seye  /  but  swich  a  greet  corago 
Hadde  this  knyghf  to  been  a  wedded  man 

That  day  and  nyght/  he  dooth  al  that  he  kan  1256 

Tespien  /'  where  he  myghte  wedded  be 

Preyinge  oure  lord  /  to  grantcn  him  fat  he  ^ 

Mighte  ones  knowe  /  of  thilke  blisful  lyf 

That  is  bitwixe  /  an  housbonde  /  and  Ids  wyf  /  1260 

And  for  to  lyue  /  vnder  that  hooly  boond? 

"With  which  pat  first*  god  /  man  and  wo??? man  bondf 

Koon  oother  lyf  seyde  he  /  is  worth  a  bene 

flfor  wedlok/  is  so  esy  /  and  so  clene  1264 

That  in  this  world  /  it  is  a  Paradys 

Thus  seyde  this  olde  knyght  /  pat  was  so  wys 

II  And  cc/'teinly  /  as  sooth  /  as  god  is  kyng<  , 

To  take  a  wyf*  it  is  a  glorious  thyng*  1268 

And  namely  /  whan  a  man  /  is  oold  and  hoor 

Thanne  is  a  wyf*  the  fruyf  of  his  tresor 

Tlianne  sholde  he  take  /  a  yong  wyf  and  a  feir 

On  which  /  he  myghte  /  engcndrcn  hyni  an  heir  1272 
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And  lede  his  lyf  in  ioye  and  in  solas 

Wher^  as  thiso  bacheleris  /  synge  alias 

Whan  that  they  fynden  /  any  adaersitee 

In  loue  /  which  nys  /  but  childyssh  vanytee  1276 

And  trewely  /  it  sit  wel  to  be  so 

That  bacheleris  /  haue  often  peyne  and  wo 

On  brotel  ground  they  buylde  /  and  brotelnesse 

They  fynde  /  whan  they  wene  sikemesse  1280 

They  lyue  /  but  as  a  bryd  /  or  as  a  beesf 

In  libertee  /  and  vnder  noon  arreesf 

Ther  as  a  wedded  man  /  in  his  estaat* 

Lyueth  a  lyf*  blisful  and  ordinaat*  1284 

Vnder  this  yok*  of  manage  ybounde 

Wel  may  his  herte  /  in  ioye  and  blisse  haboundo 

(for  who  kan  be  /  so  buxom  as  a  wyf* 

Who  is  so  trewe  /  and  eek  so  ententyf*  1 288 

To  kepe  hym  syk*  and  hool  /  as  is  his  make 

ffor  wele  or  wo  /  she  wole  hym  nat  forsake 

She  nys  nat  wery  /  hym  to  loue  and  seme 

Thogh  pat  he  lye  bedrede  /  til  he  sterue  1292 

And  yet*  so7wme  clerkes  seyn  /  it  nys  nat  so 

Of  wbiche  /  he  Theofraste  is  oon  of  tho 

What  force  /  though  Theofraste  liste  lye 

Ne  take  no  wyf  quod  he  /  for  housbondryo  1296 

As  for  to  spare  /  in  housholtl  thy  dispence 

A  trewe  seruanf  dooth  moore  diligence 

Thy  good  to  kepe  /  than  thyn  owene  wyf*  [i«*f  107,  bwki 

ffor  she  wol  clayme  /  half  part  al  hir  lyf*  1 300 

And  if  thou  be  syk*  so  god  me  sauo 

Thy  verray  freendes  /  or  a  trewe  knaue 

Wol  kepe  thee  bet*  than  she  pat  waiteth  ay 

After  thy  good  /  and  hath  doon  many  a  day  1304 

And  if  thou  take  a  wyf  /  vn-to  thyn  hoohl 

fful  lightly  /  maystow  been  a  Cokewolcl 

This  sentence  /  and  an  hundred  thynges  worse 

Writeth  this  man  /  ther  god  his  bones  corse  1308 
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But  take  no  kepe  /  of  al  8wic&  vanytee 

Deffie  Theofraste  /  and  herke  me 

IF  A  wjf/  is  goddes  yifte  verraily  iLaUm  mu,  p.  477] 

Alle  otherere  manere  yiftes  hardily  1312 

As  londes  /  rentes  /  pasture  /  or  commune 

Or  moebles  /  alle  been  yiftes  of  ffortune  //  dona  fortiuM 

That  passen  /  as  a  shadwe  ypon  a  wal 

Bijt  dredelees  /  if  pleynly  speke  I  shal  1316 

A  wyf  wol  laste  /  and  in  thyn  hous  endure 

Wei  lenger  than  thee  list/  parauenture 

IF  Manage  is  /  a  ful  greet  sacremenf 

He  /  which  fat  hath  no  wyf  /  I  holde  hym  shenf       1320 

He  lyueth  helplees  /  and  al  desolat* 

I  speke  of  folk<  in  seculer  estaat* 

And  herke  why  /  I  sey  nat  this  for  noght 

Tliat  wo?»man  is  /  for  mannes  helpe  ywroghf  1324 

The  hye  god  /  whan  he  hadde  Adam  maked 

And  saugh  him  al  allone  /  bely  naked 

God  of  his  grete  goodnesse  /  seyde  than  iiatUi  n&te,  p.  477] 

Lat  vs  now  make  an  helpe  vn-to  this  man  1328 

Lyk  to  hym  self*  and  thanne  he  made  him  Euo 

Ileere  may  ye  se  /  and  heer-by  may  ye  preue 

That  wyf  is  mannes  helpe  /  and  his  conforf 

His  Paradys  terrestre  /  and  his  disport*  1332 

So  buxom  /  and  so  vertuous  is  she 

They  moste  nedes  /  lyue  in  vniteo 

O  flessh  they  been  /  and  o  flessh  as  I  gesse 

Hath  but  oon  herte  /  in  wele  and  in  distresse  1336 

II  A  wyf  /y  a  Seinte  marie  benedicite 
How  myghte  a  man  /  ban  any  adue^*sitee 
That  hath  a  wyf/  cez-tes  I  kan  nat  seye 

The  blisse  /  which  ^at  is  bitwixe  hem  tweye  1340 

Ther  may  no  tonge  telle  /  or  herte  thynke 

If  he  be  poure  /  she  helpeth  hym  to  swynkc 

She  kepeth  his  good  /  and  wasteth  neuer  a  deel 

Al  that  hire  housbonde  lust*  hire  likcth  weel  1344 
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She  seith  not  ones  nay  /  whan  he  seith  ye 

Do  this  seith  he  /  al  redy  sire  seith  she 

O  hlisful  ordro  of  wedlok  precious  n«»'i<»] 

Thou  art  so  murye  /  and  eek  so  vertuous  1348 

And  so  commended  /  and  appreued  eek* 

That  euery  man  /  pat  halt  hym  worth  a  leek*  / 

Vp  on  his  hare  knees  /  oughte  al  his  lyf  / 

Thanken  his  god  /  pat  hym  hath  sent  a  wyf  /  1352 

Or  elles  preye  to  god  /  hym  for  to  sende 

A  wyf  /  to  lastc  /  vn  to  his  lyues  ende 

ffor  thanne  liis  lyf  /  is  set  in  sikemesse 

He  may  naf  be  deccyued  as  I  gesse  1356 

So  fat  ho  werke  /  after  his  wyues  reedo 

[ 

1360 

no  gap  »n  the  MS.] 

IF  Lo  how  JKit  lacob  /  as  thise  clerkes  rede     iiatin  nou,  p.  477] 

\\y  good  conseil  /  of  his  moodcr  llebekke 

Boon  J  the  kydes  skyn  /  aboute  his  nekko  1364 

Thurgh  which  /  liis  fadres  benyson)  he  wan 

%  Lo  Judith  /  as  the  storie  eek  telle  kan         [Latin  note,  ^.m^ 

l>y  wys  conseil  /  she  goddes  peple  kcpte 

And  slow  hym  Olofernus  /  wliil  he  slepte  1 368 

IF  Lo  Abigayl  /  by  good  conseil  /  how  she      [Latin  not*,  p.  4773 

Saued  hir  housbonde  Nabal  /  whan  fat  he  ^ 

Sholde  ban  be  slayn  /  and  looke  Ester  also     [LaHn  not*,  p.  477] 

By  good  conseil  /  delyuered  out  of  wo  1372 

The  peple  of  god  /  and  made  hym  Mardochee 

Of  Assuere  /  enhaunced  for  to  be 

IF  Ther  nys  no  thyng/  in  gree  sup^latyf*        [Lntin  note,  p.  477] 

As  seith  Senek*  aboue  an  humble  wy^f*  1376 

IT  Suffre  thy  wyues  tonge  /  as  Catofl  bit         iLatim»ote,p.iTr] 

She  shal  comande  /  and  thou  shalt  suffren  it 

And  yet*  she  wole  obeye  of  curteisye 

A  wyf  is  kepere  /  of  thyn  housbondrye  [Latin  note,  p.  1773 
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Wei  may  the  sike  man  /  biwaille  and  wepe 

Tlier  as  ther  nys  no  wyf  /  the  hous  to  kepe 

I  warne  thee  /  if  wisely  /  thou  wolt  wirche    {.loHh  note,  p.  477] 

Loue  wel  thy  wyf  as  crist  loued  his  chirche  1384 

If  thou  louest  thy  self*  thou  louest  thy  wyf/   [La«miw<«,p.477l 

No  man  hateth  his  flessh  /  but  in  his  lyf/^ 

He  fostreth  if  and  therfore  bidde  I  thee 

Cherisse  thy  wyf  /  or  thou  shalt  neuere  thee  1388 

Housbonde  and  wyf*  what  so  men  iape  or  pleyc 

Of  worldly  folk  /  holden  the  siker  weye 

They  been  so  knyf  ther  may  noon  hann  bityde 

And  namely  /  vp  on  the  wyues  syde  1392 

ffor  which  this  lanuarie  /  of  whom  I  tolde 

Considered  hath  /  inwith  hise  dayes  olde 

The  lusty  lyf  /  the  vertuous  quyete 

That  is  in  mariage  hony  sweete  1 39 G 

And  for  hise  freendes  /  on  a  day  he  sente 

To  tellen  hem  theffect*  of  his  entente 

With  face  sad  /  his  tale  he  hath  hem  toold   [leaf  loe.  bkj 
He  seyde  freendes  /  I  am  hoor  and  oold?         1400 
And  almoost  god  woot*  on  my  pittes  brynke 
Vp  on  the  soule  /  somwhat  moste  I  thynke 
I  haue  my  body  /  folily  despended 

Blessed  be  god  /  that  it  shal  been  amended  1 40  i 

ifor  I  wol  be  /  certeyn  a  wedded  man 
And  that  anoon  /  in  al  the  haste  I  kan 
Vn  to  som  mayde  /  fair  /  and  tendre  of  age 
I  prey  yow  /  shapeth  for  my  mariage  1408 

Al  sodeynly  /  for  I  wol  nat  abyde 
And  1  wol  fonde  /  tcspien  on  my  syde 
To  whom  /  I  may  be  wedded  hastily 
But  for  as  muche  /  as  ye  been  mo  than  T  1412 

Ye  shullen  rather  /  swich  a  thyng  espyen 
Than  I  /  and  where  me  best  were  to  allven 
IF  But  0  thyng*  wame  I  yow  /  my  freendes  deerc 
I  wol  noon  oold  wyf  han  /  in  no  mauero  1416 

ELLESMERE   281    (6-T.  U7) 


448   SIX-TEXT 

QEOUP  E.   §  4.  MBBCHANT*s  TALE.  Ell^SDiere  MS. 

She  shal  nat  passo  twenty  yeer  cortayn 

Oold  fijBsb  and  yong*  flessb  /  wolde  I  haue  fayn 

Bet  is  quod  lie  /  a  pyk  than  a  pykerel 

And  bet  than  olde  boef  is  the  tendre  veel  1420 

I  wol  no  wommBn  /  thritty  yeer  of  age 

It  is  but  benestraw  /  and  greet  forage 

And  eek/  thise  olde  wydwes  /  god  it  woot* 

They  konne  /  so  muchel  craft*  on  Wades  boot*  1424 

So  muchel  broken  harm  /  whan  pat  hem  leste 

That  with  hem  /  sholde  I  neuere  lyue  in  reste 

£for  sondry  scoles  /  makcn  sotile  clcrkis 

Womman  of  manye  scoles  /  half  a  clerk*  is  1428 

But  certeynly  /  a  yong*  thyng*  may  men  gye 

Eight  as  men  may  /  warm  wex  wtVi  handes  plye 

Wherfore  /  I  sey  yow  pleynly  /  in  a  clause 

I  wol  noon  oold  wyf  ban  /  for  this  cause  1433 

ffor  if  so  were  /  pat  I  hadde  swich  myschafice 

That  I  in  hire  /  ne  koude  han  no  plesaftce 

Thanne  sholde  I  lede  my  lyf  in  Auoutrye 

And  streighf  vn-to  the  deuel  /  whan  I  dye  1436 

Ne  children  /  sholde  I  none  vp  on  hire  geten 

Yet  were  me  leuere  /  pat  houndes  had  me  eten 

Than  pat  myn  heritage  sholde  falle 

In  straunge  hand  /  and  this  I  telle  yow  alle  1440 

I  dote  naf  I  woot  the  cause  why  ? 

Men  sholde  wodde  /  and  forthermooro  woot  I 

Ther  speketh  /  many  a  man  of  manage 

That  woot  namoore  of  if  than  woot  my  page  1444 

ffor  whiche  causes  /  man  sholde  take  a  wyf  / 

Siththe  /  he  may  nat  lyuen  chaast  his  lyf  / 

Take  hym  a  wyf  with  greet  deuociofi  ciMf  i«] 

By  cause  /  of  leueful  procreaciofk  1448 

Of  children  /  to  thonour  of  god  aboue 

And  nat  oonly  /  for  paramour  or  loue 

And  for  they  sholde  /  leccherye  eschue 

And  yelde  hir  dettes  /  whan  pat  they  ben  due  1453 
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Or  for  that  ech  of  hem  /  sholde  helpen  oother 

In  meschief  /  as  a  suster  shal  the  brother 

And  lyue  in  chastitee  /  ful  holily 

But  sires  by  youre  leue  /  that  am  nat  I  1 456 

ffor  god  be  thanked  /  I  dar  make  auaunf 

I  fecle  my  lymes  /  stark/  and  suffisaunt* 

_  • 

To  do  /  al  that  a  man  bilongeth  to 

1  woot  my  seluen  best*  what  I  may  do  1460 

Though  I  be  hoor  /  I  fare  as  dooth  a  tree 

That  blosmeth  /  er  pat  fruyt  ywoxen  bee 

And  blosmy  tree  /  nys  neither  drye  ne  deed 

I  feele  me  /  nowhere  hoor  /  but  on  myn  heed  1464 

Myn  herte  /  and  alle  my  lymes  been  as  grene 

As  laurer  /  thurgh  the  yeer  /  is  for  to  sene 

And  syn  pat  ye  /  han  herd  al  myn  entente 

I  prey  yow  /  to  my  wyl  /  ye  wole  assente  1468 

Diue^'se  men  /  diuersely  hym  tolde 
Of  manage  /  manye  ensamples  olde 
Somme  blamed  it  /  somme  preysed  it  certeyn 
But  atte  laste  /  shortly  for  to  seyn  1472 

As  al  day  /  falleth  altercacioil 
Bitwixen  freendes  in  disputison 
Ther  fil  a  stryf  /  bitwixe  hise  bretheren  two 
Of  whiche  /  that  oon  was  cleped  Placebo  1476 

lustinus  soothly  /  called  was  that  oother 
IF  Placebo  seyde  /  o  lanuarie  brother  IT  Placebo 

fful  litel  nede  /  hadde  ye  my  lord  so  deere 
Conseil  to  axe  /  of  any  that  is  heere  1 480 

But  fat  ye  been  /  so  ful  of  sapience 
That  yow  ne  liketh  /  for  youre  heighe  pnidence 
To  weyuen  /  fro  the  word  of  Salomon 
This  word  seyde  he  /  vn  to  vs  euerychon  1484 

Wirk*  alle  thyng*  by  conseil  /  thus  seyde  he 
And  thanne  /  shaltow  nat  repente  thee 
But  though  pat  Salomon  /  spak  swich  a  wonlf 
Myn  owene  deere  brother  /  and  my  loixl  1488 
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So  wyaly  /  god  my  soole  brynge  at  reate 
I  liolde  /  yours  owene  conseil  k  the  besto 
,   tfor  brother  myn  /  of  me  taak  this  niolyp 
I  hane  now  been  /  a  Court  man  a]  my  ly(<  1492 

And  god  it  wonf  though  I  vmvorlhy  ho 
I  haue  Btondea  /  in  fiit  greet  degree 

Abouten  lonlea  /  of  fnl  heigh  esUat  n«'  iw,  <wk] 

Yet  hadde  I  netie;*  /  witA  noon  of  hem  debnnt  1 496 

I  neuore  hem  contraried  tiewcly 
I  wool  wel  /  that  my  lord  ban  mooro  than  I 
Wliai  that  he  seith  /  I  hoMe  it  ferrae  anJ  stable 
I  eeye  the  same  /  or  elles  thyng  semblable  IfiOO 

A  ful  greet  fool  /  is  any  consojUour 
Tlint  aciTielh  any  lord  /  of  heigh  honour 
That  diu-  pri^unio  /  or  elles  thrnken  it 
That  hifl  conseil  /  oholde  poase  his  Ionics  wit  1504 

Nay  /  lotdea  been  no  fooles  hy  my  fay 
Yq  han  youre  selucn  /  scyd  heer  to  ilay 
So  hugh  sentence  /  so  holily  and  weel 
That  I  consento  /  and  confetmo  currydcel  1508 

Yonre  wordcs  alio  /  and  yourc  opinJouw 
By  god  /  ther  nys  no  man  /  iit  al  this  toun 
Xyn  Ytaille  /  that  koudo  l>et  ban  eayd 
Criat  halt  hyni  /  of  this  conseil  ful  wcl  apnyd  1512 

And  trewely  /  it  is  an  hcigb  corage 
Of  any  man  /  that  stapn  Is  in  age 
To  toko  a  yong  wyP  by  my  fader  kyn 
Youre  herte  hangeth  /  on  a  ioly  pyn  151S 

Dooth  now  in  tliis  niatioro  /  right  as  yow  linlc 
ffor  finally  /  I  holde  it  for  the  Ixatc 

Iustinus  /  ^rtt  ay  stiUe  sat  and  herdo  IT  hislinus 

Right  in  this  wise  /  be  to  Placebo  aiiswurdo  1520 

Now  brother  myn  /  be  jiacicnt  I  preye 
8yn  ye  ban  eeyd  /  and  herkneth  what  I  seyo 
H  Senelf  among  hise  othere  wonle*  wyiw 
Seith  /  ^at  a  ninn  oghle  liyui  right  wcl  auyso  1534 
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To  whom  /  ho  yeueth  his  lond  /  or  his  catel 

And  syn  I  oghte  /  auyse  me  right  wel 

To  whom  I  yeue  my  good  /  awey  fro  me 

Wel  muchel  moore  /  I  oghte  auysed  be  1628 

To  whom  I  yeue  my  body  /  for  alwey 

I  wame  yow  wel  /  it  is  no  childes  pley 

To  take  a  wyf*  with-outen  auysemenf 

Men  moste  enquere  /  this  is  myn  assent*  1532 

Wher  she  be  wys  /  or  sobre  /  or  dronkelewe 

Or  proud  /  or  elles  ootherweys  a  shrewe 

A  chidestere  /  or  wastour  of  thy  good 

Or  riche  /  or  poore  /  or  elles  mannyssh  wood  1536 

Al  be  it  so  /  that  no  man  fynden  shal 

Noon  in  this  world  /  that  trotteth  hool  in  al 

Ne  man  ne  beest/  which  as  men  koude  deuyse 

But  nathelees  /  it  oghte  ynough  suffise  1540 

With  any  wyf/  if  so  were  that  she  hadde 

Mo  goode  thewes  /  than  hire  vices  badde 

And  al  this  /  axeth  leyscr  /  for  tenquero  [Imt no] 

ffor  god  it  woot*  I  haue  wept  many  a  teere  1544 

tful  pryuely  /  syn  I  haue  had  a  wyf 

Preyse  who  so  wole  /  a  wedded  mannes  lyf* 

Certein  I  fynde  in  it*  but  cost  and  care 

And  obseruances  /  of  alle  blisses  bare  1548 

And  yet  god  woot*  my  neighebores  aboute 

And  namely  /  of  wo7?imen  many  a  route 

Seyn  fat  I  haue  /  the  mooste  stedefast  wyf* 

And  eek/  the  mekeste  oon  /  that  bereth  lyf"  1652 

But  I  woot  best*  where  wryngeth  me  my  sho 

Ye  mowe  for  me  /  right  as  yow  liketh  do 

Auyseth  yow  /  ye  been  a  man  of  age 

How  that  ye  entren  /  in  to  mariage  1556 

And  namely  /  with  a  yong  wyf/  and  a  fair 

By  hym  pat  made  water  /  erthe  /  and  air 

The  yongeste  man  /  fat  is  in  al  this  route 

la  bisy  ynough  /  to  bryngon  it  aboute  1660 
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To  han  liis  wyf  allone  /  trusteth  rao 

Ye  shul  nat  pleaen  hire  /  fully  yeren  thre 

This  is  to  seyn  /  to  doon  hire  ful  p]<)8ai\ce 

A  wyf  axeth  /  ful  many  an  obseruallce  1564 

T  prey  yow  /  fat  ye  be  nat  yuele  apay^ 

IF  Wei  quod  this  lanuarie  /  and  hastow  ysayd 

Straw  for  thy  Senek  /  and  for  thy  prouerbes 

I  counte  nat*  a  panyer  ful  of  herbes  1568 

Of  scole  termes  //  wyser  men  than  thow 

As  thou  hast  herd  /  assenteden  right  now 

To  my  purpos  /  Placebo  /  what  sey  ye  ? 

IF  I  seye  /  it  is  a  cursed  man  quod  he  1572 

That  letteth  matrimoigne  sikerly 

And  witb  that  word  /  they  rysen  sodeynly 

And  been  assented  /  fully  fat  he  sholde 

Be  wedded  /  whanne  hym  list  and  wherd  he  wolde     1576 

Heigh  fantasye  /  and  curious  bisynesse 
ffro  day  to  day  /  gan  in  the  soule  impresse 
Of  lanuarie  /  aboute  his  manage 

Many  fair  shape  /  and  many  a  fair  visage  1580 

Ther  passeth  thurgh  his  herte  /  nyght  by  nyght* 
And  who  so  tooke  a  IMirour/  polisshed  bryghf 
And  sette  it*  in  a  commune  Market  place 
Thanne  sholde  he  se  /  ful  many  a  figure  pace  1584 

By  his  Mirour  /  and  in  the  same  wj'se 
Gan  lanuarie  /  inwith  his  thoght  deuyse 
Of  maydens  /  whiche  fat  dwellen  hym  bisyde 
Ue  wiste  nat  /  wher  fat  he  myghte  abyde  1588 

ffor  if  fat  oon  /  haue  beaute  /  in  hir  face 
Another  stant  so  /  in  the  peples  grace 
ifor  hire  sadnesso  /  and  hire  benyngnytce  ciMru«^iMck] 

That  of  the  peple  /  grcttest  voys  hath  she  1592 

And  somme  were  riche  /  and  hadden  baddc  name 
But  nathelees  /  bitwixe  emest*  and  game 
He  atte  laste  /  apoynted  hym  on  oon 
And  leet  alio  othere  /  from  his  herte  goon  15U6 
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And  chees  hire  /  of  his  owene  auctoritee 

ffor  loue  is  blynd  al  day  /  and  may  nat  seo 

And  whan  that  he  was  /  in  his  bed  ybroght* 

He  purtreyed  /  in  his  herte  and  in  his  thoght*  1600 

Hir  fresshe  beautee  /  and  hir  age  tendre 

Hir  myddel  smal  /  hire  armes  longe  and  sklendre 

Hir  wise  gouemafice  /  hir  gentiUesse 

Hir  woTnmanly  berynge  /  and  hire  sadnesse  1604 

And  whan  that  he  /  on  hire  was  condescended 

Hym  thoughte  /  his  choys  myghte  nat  ben  amended 

ffor  whan  pat  he  hym  self  /  concluded  hadde 

Hym  thoughte  /  ech  oother  mannes  wit  so  badde        1608 

That  inpossible  /  it  were  to  repplyo 

Agayn  his  choys  /  this  was  his  fantasye 

Hise  freendes  sente  he  to  /  at  his  instance 

And  preyed  hem  /  to  doon  hym  that  plcsance  1612 

That  hastily  /  they  wolden  to  hym  come 

He  wolde  abregge  hir  labour  alle  and  some 

Nedeth  namoore  /  for  hym  to  go  ne  ryde 

He  was  apoynted  /  ther  he  wolde  abyde  1616 

IT  Placebo  cam  /  and  eek  hise  freendes  soone 

And  alderfirst*  he  bad  hem  alle  a  boone 

That  noon  of  hem  /  none  Argumente*  make 

Agayn  the  purpos  /  which  pat  he  hath  take  1620 

Which  purpos  /  was  plesanf  to  god  seyde  he 

And  verray  ground  /  of  his  prosperitee 

IF  He  seyde  /  ther  was  a  mayden  in  the  toun 

Which  pat  of  beautee  /  hadde  greet  renoun  1624 

Al  were  it  so  /  she  were  /  of  smal  degree 

Suffiseth  hym  /  hir  yowthe  /  and  hir  beautee 

Which  mayde  he  seyde  /  he  wolde  han  to  his  wyf 

To  lede  in  ese  /  and  hoolynesse  his  lyf*  1628 

And  thanked  god  /  fat  he  niyghte  han  hire  al 

That  no  wight  /  his  blisse  parten  shal 

And  preydo  hem  /  to  laboure  in  this  nede 

And  sliapen  /  fat  he  faille  nat  to  specie  1632 
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ffor  thanne  he  seyde  /  his  spirit  was  at  cse 

Thanne  is  quod  he  /  no  thyng*  may  me  displcse 

Saue  o  thyng*  priketh  in  my  conscience 

The  which  I  wol  reherce  /  in  youre  presence  1636 

IF  I  haue  quod  he  /  herd  seyd  ful  yoore  ago 

Ther  may  no  man  /  han  parfite  blisses  two 

This  is  to  seye  /  in  erthe  and  eek*  in  heuene  [leaMii] 

ifor  though  he  kepe  hym  /  fro  the  synnes  seuone         1640 

And  eek/  from  euery  branche  of  thilke  tree 

Yet  is  ther/  so  parfit  felicitee 

And  so  greet  ese  /  and  lust  in  manage 

That  euere  I  am  agast/  now  in  myn  age  1644 

That  I  shal  lede  now  /  so  myrie  a  lyf« 

So  delicaf  with-outen  wo  and  stryf* 

That  I  shal  haue  /  myn  heuene  in  erthe  hecre 

ffor  sith  fat  verray  heuene  /  is  boght  so  deere  1648 

With  tribulacion)  /  and  greet  penance 

How  sholde  I  thanne  /  pat  lyue  in  swich  plesafice 

As  alle  wedded  men  /  doon  with  hire  wyuys 

Come  to  the  blisse  /  ther  crist  eterne  on  lyue  ys  1652 

This  is  my  dredo  /  and  ye  my  brethereu  tweye 

Assoilleth  mo  /  this  question)  I  preye 

Iustinus  /  which  pat  hated  his  folye  IT  lustinus 

Answcrde  anon  /  right  in  his  iaperye  1656 

And  for  he  wolde  /  his  longe  tale  abregge 
Ho  wolde  /  noon  auctoritee  allegge 
But  seydo  sire  /  so  ther  be  noon  obstacle 
Oother  than  this  /  god  of  his  hygh  myracle  1660 

And  of  his  hygh  mercy  /  may  so  for  yow  wirche 
That  er  ye  haue  youre  right*  of  hooly  chirche 
Ye  may  ropente  /  of  wedded  manoes  lyf* 
In  which  ye  seyn  /  ther  is  no  wo  ne  stryf*  1664 

And  ellen  god  forbede  /  but  he  sente 
A  wedded  man  /  hym  grace  to  repente 
Wcl  ofte  /  rather  than  a  sengle  man 
And  therfore  sire  /  the  l>este  reed  I  kan  1668 
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Dispeire  yow  nog&f  but  Laue  in  youre  memorie 

Paraunter  /  she  may  be  youre  puigatorie 

She  may  be  goddes  meene  /  and  goddes  whippe 

Thanne  shal  youre  soule  /  vp  to  heuene  skippe  1672 

Swifter/  than  dooth  an  Arwe  /  out  of  the  bowe 

I  hope  to  god  /  her-after  shul  ye  knowe 

That  ther  nys  /  no  so  greet  felicitee 

In  manage  /  ne  neuere  mo  shal  bee  1676 

That  yow  shal  lette  /  of  youre  sauacion) 

So  that  ye  vse  /  as  skile  is  and  reson 

The  lustes  of  youre  wyf  attemprely 

And  pat  ye  plese  hire  nat  to  amorously  1680 

And  fat  ye  kepe  yow  eek/  from  oother  synne 

My  tale  is  doon  /  for  my  wit  is  thynne 

Beth  nat  agasf  her-of  /  my  brother  deere 

But  lat  VB  wadcn  /  out  of  this  matecre  1684 

The  wyf  of  Bathe  /  if  ye  han  vnderstonde 

Of  mariage  /  which  ye  haue  on  honde 

Declared  hath  ful  wel  /  in  litel  space  [i«tfiii,b»ck] 

ffareth  now  wel  /  god  haue  yow  in  his  grace  1688 

And  with  this  word  /  this  lustyn  and  his  brother 

Han  take  hir  leue  /  and  ech  of  hem  of  oother 

fifor  whan  they  saughe  that*  it  moste  be 

They  wroghten  so  /  by  sly  and  wys  tretee  1692 

That  she  this  mayden  /  which  fat  Mayus  highte 

As  hastily  /  as  euere  that  she  myghte 

Shal  wedded  be  /  vn-to  this  lanuarie 

I  trowe  it  were  to  longe  yow  to  tarie  1696 

If  I  yow  tolde  /  of  euery  scrit  and  bond? 

By  which  /  pat  she  was  feflfed  in  his  londf 

Or  for  to  herknen  /  of  hir  riche  array 

But  finally  /  yeomen  is  the  day  1 700 

That  to  the  chirche  /  bothe  be  they  went*  ' 

ffor  to  receyue  the  hooly  sacremenf 

fTorth  comth  the  preesf  with  stole  aboute  his  nekke 

And  bad  hire  be  lyk*  to  Sarra  and  Rebekke  1704 
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In  wysdom  and  in  trouthe  of  mariago 

And  seyde  hir  orisons  /  as  is  vsage 

And  croucheth  hem  /  and  bad  god  sholde  hem  blesse 

And  made  al  siker  ynogfi  /  with  hoolynesse  1708 

IF  Thus  been  they  wedded  /  with  solempnitee 

And  at  the  feeste  /  sitteth  he  and  she 

With  othere  worthy  folk'  vp  on  the  deys 

Al  ful  of  ioye  and  blisse  is  the  paleys  1712 

And  ful  of  Instrumentz  /  and  of  vitaille 

The  moste  deynteuous  /  of  all  Ytaille 

Bifom  hem  /  stooden  Instrumentz  of  swich  soun 

That  Orpheus  /  ne  of  Thebes  Amphioun  1716 

Ke  maden  neuere  /  swich  a  melodye 

IF  At  euery  cours  /  thanne  cam  loud  Mynstralcye 

That  neucre  tromped  loab  /  for  to  heere 

Nor  he  Theodomas  /  yet  half  so  cleere  1720 

At  Thebes  /  whan  the  Citee  was  in  doute 

Bacus  /  the  wyn  hem  skynketh  al  aboute 

And  Venus  /  laugheth  vp-on  euery  wight* 

ifor  lanuarie  /  was  bicome  hir  knyght*  1724 

And  wolde  bothe  /  assayen  his  corage 

In  libertee  /and  eek  in  mariage 

And  vfiih  hire  fyrbron^  /  in  hire  hand  aboute 

Dauuceth  /  bifom  the  bryde  and  al  the  route  1728 

And  certeinly  /  I  dar  right  wel  seyn  this 

Ymeneus  /  that  god  of  weddyng  is 

8augh  neue/'e  his  lyf*  so  myrie  a  wedded  man 

Hoold  thou  thy  pees  /  thou  poete  Marcian  1732 

That  writest  vs  /  that  ilke  weddyng*  murie 

Of  hire  Philologie  /  and  hym  Mercurie 

And  of  the  souges  /  that  the  Muses  songe  [imI  iii] 

To  smal  is  bothe  thy  penne  /  and  eek  thy  tonge  1736 

£for  to  descryuen  /  of  this  mariage 

Whan  tendre  youthe  /  hath  wedded  stoupyng  ago 

Ther  is  swich  myrthe  /  pat  it  may  nat  be  writen 

Aasayeth  it  youre  self  /  thanne  may  ye  witen  1740 
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If  that  I  lye  or  noon  /  in  this  matiere 

^  Mayns  that  sit  /  with  so  benyngne  a  chiere 

Hire  to  biholde  /  it  semed  fairye 

Queene  Ester  /  looked  neuero  with  swich  an  eye         174^ 

On  Assuer  /  so  meke  a  look  hath  she 

I  may  yow  nat  deuyse  /  al  hir  beautee 

But  thus  muche  of  hire  beautee  telle  I  may 

That  she  was  lyk/  the  brighte  morwe  of  May  x748 

fifulfild  /  of  alle  beautee  and  plesafice 

IF  This  lanuarie  /  is  rauysshed  in  a  trafice 

At  euery  tyme  /  he  looked  on  hir  face 

But  in  his  herte  /  he  gan  hire  to  manace  1752 

That  he  that  nyghf  in  Armes  wolde  hire  streyno 

Harder  /  than  euere  Parys  dide  Eleyne 

But  nathelees  /  yet  hadde  he  greet  pitee 

That  thilke  nyghf  oflfenden  hire  moste  he  1756 

And  thoughte  alias  /  o  tendre  creature 

Now  wolde  god  /  ye  myghte  wel  endure 

Al  my  corage  /  it  is  so  sharpe  and  keene 

I  am  agast*  ye  shul  it  nat  susteene  1760 

But  god  forbede  /  pat  I  dide  al  my  myghf 

Now  wolde  god  /  pat  it  were  woxen  nyghf 

And  that  the  nyght*  wolde  lasten  euercmo 

I  wolde  /  that  al  this  peple  were  ago  1764 

And  finally  /  he  dooth  al  his  labour 

Aa  he  best  myghte  /  sauynge  his  honour 

To  haste  hem  fro  the  mete  /  in  subtil  wyse 

If  The  tyme  cam  /  that  resoii  was  to  ryse  1 768 

And  after  that*  men  daunce  and  drynken  faste 

And  spices  /  al  aboute  the  hous  they  caste 

And  ful  of  ioye  and  blisse  is  eue^y  man 

All  but  a  Squyer  /  highte  Damyan  1772 

Which  carf  biforn  the  knyglit^  ful  many  a  day 

Ho  was  so  rauysshed  /  on  his  lady  May 

That  for  the  xerray  peyne  /  he  was  ny  wood 

Almoost  he  swelte  /  and  swowned  thcr  he  stood  1776 
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So  si>ore  /  liath  Veiius  hurt  hym  ytith  him  bromt 

As  (wt  she  bar  if  dnunaj-nge  in  bire  lioint 

AnJ  to  hia  bed  /  ho  wonte  iiym  hastily 

Jfumoore  of  hym  /  at  this  tyme  speke  [I]  1780 

But  there  I  lete  hym  wepo  ynogh  and  plcyne 

Til  freaalie  May  /  wol  reweti  on  hia  peyne 

Openloua  fyr  /  that  in  the  bedstrnw  bmieth  ^"f^J 
O  fsmulier  fou  /  that  his  seruyce  bedolh  Utii 

0  seruant  traytour  /  false  hoomly  hewe 
Lyk  to  the  nadilro  /  iii  bosom  sly  vntrevra 
God  ahilde  va  alle  /  from  youte  a(Hioyntafiee 
O  lauuarie  /  dronken  in  plosanco  17S8 

lu  mariiiga  /  so  how  thy  Damyan 
Thyn  oweno  sijuier  /  and  thy  bora  aiau 
Eiitendeth  /  fur  to  do  thee  viloynye 
God  grounte  ihue  /  thyn  hoomly  fo  teai>ye  1T92 

ITor  in  this  vorld  /  nya  woibc  puBtilence 
Than  hoomly  foo  /  ai  day  in  thy  prtisimue 
V  Puifourned  Itath  the  Bounu  /  liis  Ark'  diurno 
No  lengyr  /  may  tho  body  of  hym  soiuruu  1790 

On  tliorifionUi  /  as  in  that  latitude 
Night  wfVi  his  Mnntvl  fal  is  derk*  and  rude 
Can  ourrBprwlo  tli«  Hcniysperie  abuute 
ffor  which  /  departed  is  /  this  lusty  routv  1800 

ffro  lanuarie  /with  thank  on  euery  eydo 
Hoom  to  Lir  hous  /  lugtily  they  rydo 
"Where  as  they  doon  hir  thynges  /  as  hirn  leste 
And  whan  they  aye  hir  tyno  /  goon  U»  rcsto  180* 

Soone  aftcT  that*  this  hastif  lanuarie 
"Wolde  go  to  budde  /  he  wolde  no  longer  tnryo 
He  diynketh  Ypocraa  /  Clalree  and  Vornago 
Of  apices  boots  /  tcnere<.-ssen  his  corage  1808 

And  many  a  letuuri«  /  hath  he  fill  fyn 
Swiche  as  the  Mont  daun  Constantyn 
Hath  writen  /  in  his  book  do  coitu 
To  eten  horn  alle  /  he  nu  no  thyng  eachu  Igl3 
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And  to  hise  pnuee  freendes  /  thus  seyde  he 

ffor  goddes  loue  /  as  soone  as  it  may  be 

Lat  Yoyden  al  this  hous  /  in  cuiteys  wyse 

And  they  han  doon  /  right  as  he  wol  deuyse  1816 

Men  drynken  /  and  the  trauers  drawe  anon 

The  bryde  /  was  broght  a  bedde  /  as  stille  as  stoon 

And  whan  the  bed  /  was  with  the  preest  yblessed 

Out  of  the  chambie  /  hath  euery  wight  hym  dressed    1820 

And  lanuarie  /  hath  faste  in  Amies  take 

His  fresshe  May  /  his  Paradys  his  make 

He  lulleth  hire  /  he  kisseth  hire  ful  ofte 

With  thilke  brustles  /  of  his  herd  vnsofte  1824 

Lyk  to  the  skyn  of  houndiyssh  /  sharpe  as  brere 

ffor  he  was  shaue  al  newe  /  in  his  manere 

He  rubbeth  hire  /  aboute  hir  tendre  face 

And  seyde  thus  /  alias  I  moot  trespace  1828 

To  yow  my  spouse  /  and  yow  greetly  offendo 

£r  tyme  come  /  pat  I  wil  doun  descondc 

But  nathelees  /  considereth  this  quod  ho  [leaf  iis] 

Ther  nys  no  werkman  /  what  so  euere  he  be  1832 

That  may  bothe  /  werke  wel  and  hastily 

This  wol  be  doon  at  leyser  parfitly 

It  is  no  fors  /  how  longo  fat  we  pleye 

In  trewe  wedlok  /  wedded  be  we  tweye  1836 

And  blessed  be  the  yok/  fat  we  been  Inne 

ffor  in  [oure]  Actes  /  we  mowe  do  no  synne 

A  man  /  may  do  no  synne  vriih  his  wyf 

Ne  hurte  hym  selueu  /  with  his  owene  knyf*  1840 

flfor  we  han  leue  /  to  pleye  vs  by  the  lawe 

Thus  laboureth  he  /  til  fat  the  day  gan  dawo 

And  thanne  he  taketh  a  sope  /  in  fyne  clarreo 

And  vpright  in  his  bed  /  thanne  sitteth  he  1844 

And  after  that*  he  sang  ful  loude  and  clcere 

And  kiste  his  wyf  /  and  made  wantowne  checro 

He  was  al  coltissh  /  ful  of  ragerye 

Aad  ful  of  largon  /  as  a  fiekked  pye  1848 
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The  slakke  skyn  /  aboute  his  nekko  shaketti 

Whil  pat  he  sang  /  so  chaunteth  he  and  craketh 

But  god  woof  what  pat  May  thouglite  in  hir  herte 

Whau  she  hym  saugli  /  vp  sittynge  in  his  sherte         1852 

In  his  nyght  cappe  /  and  wtt^  his  nekke  lene 

She  preyseth  nat  his  pleyyng*  worth  a  bene 

Thanne  seide  he  thus  /  my  leste  wol  I  take 

Now  day  is  come  /  I  may  no  lenger  wake  1856 

And  doun  he  leyde  his  heed  /  and  sleepe  til  pryme 

And  afterward  /  whan  pat  he  saugh  his  tyme 

Vp  ryseth  lanuarie  /  but  frcsshe  May 

Heeld  hire  chambre  /  vn-to  the  fourthe  day  1860 

As  vsage  is  /  of  wyues  /  for  the  beste 

fibr  euery  labour/  som  tyme  moot  han  roste 

Or  elles  /  longe  may  he  nat  endure 

This  is  to  seyn  /  no  lyues  creature  1864 

Be  it  of  fyssh  /  or  bryd  /  or  beest*  or  man 

Now  wol  I  speke  /  of  woful  Damyan 

That  langwiRsheth  for  loue  /  as  ye  shul  hccre 

Therfore  /  I  speke  to  hym  in  this  manere  1868 

IF  I  seye  /  o  sely  Damyan  alias  IF  Auctor 

Andswcre  to  my  demaunde  /  as  in  this  cas 

How  shaltow  /  to  thy  lady  fresshe  May 

Telle  thy  wo  /  she  wole  alwey  seye  nay  1872 

Eek  if  thou  speke  /  she  wol  thy  wo  biwreye 

God  be  thyn  helpe  /  I  kan  no  bettre  seye 

IF  This  sike  Damyan  /  in  Venus  fyr 

So  brenneth  /  that  he  dyeth  for  desyr  1876 

ffoF  which  /  he  putte  his  lyf  in  auenture 

No  lenger  myghte  he  /  in  this  wise  endure 

But  pnuely  /  a  penner  gan  he  borwe  peaf  iis.  bMk] 

And  in  a  lettre  /  wroot  he  al  his  sorwe  1880 

In  manere  of  a  compleynt*  or  a  lay 

Vn-to  his  faire  /  fresshe  lady  May 

And  in  a  purs  of  sylk/  heng  on  his  sherte 

He  hath  it  puf  and  leyde  it  at  his  herte  1884 
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The  moone  /  that  at  Noon  was  thilke  day 
That  lanuarie  /  hath  wedded  fresshe  May 
In  two  of  Tawr  /  was  in  to  Cancre  glyden 
So  longe  hath  Mayus  /  in  hir  chambre  bydon  1888 

As  custume  is  /  vn-to  thise  nobles  alle 
A  bryde  /  shal  nat  eten  in  the  halle 
Til  dayes  foure  /  or  .iij.  dayes  atte  leeste 
Ypassed  been  /  thanne  lat  hire  go  to  feeste  1892 

The  fourthe  day  compleef  fro  Noon  to  Noon 
Whan  j)at/  the  heighe  masse  was  ydoon 
In  halle  /  sit  this  lanuarie  and  May 
As  fressh  /  as  is  the  brighte  someres  day  1896 

And  so  bifel  /  how  that  this  goode  man 
Remembred  hym  /  vpon  this  Damyan 
And  seydo  /  Seynte  Marie  /  how  may  this  be 
That  Damyan  /  entendeth  nat  to  me  1900 

Is  he  ay  syk*  /  or  how  may  this  bityde 
Hise  sqnieres  /  whiche  that  stooden  ther  bisyde 
Excused  hym  /  by  cause  of  his  siknesse 
Which  letted  hym  /  to  doon  his  bisynesse  1904 

Noon  oother  cause  /  myghte  make  hym  tarye 
H  That  me  forthynketh  /  quod  this  lanuarie 
lie  is  a  gentil  squier  /  by  my  trouthe 
If  that  he  deydo  /  it  were  harm  and  routhe  1908 

He  is  as  wys  /  discreet/  and  as  secree 
As  any  man  /  I  woot  of  his  degree 
And  ther-to  manly  /  and  eek  seruysable 
And  for  to  been  a  thrifty  man  right  able  1912 

But  after  mete  /  as  soone  as  euere  I  may 
I  wol  my  self  visite  hym  and  eek  May 
To  doon  hym  /  al  the  confort  that  I  kan 
And  for  that  word  /  hym  blessed  euery  man  1916 

That  of  his  bountee  /  and  his  gentillesse 
He  wolde  so  conforten  in  siknesse 
His  squier  /  for  it  was  a  gentil  dede 
Dame  quod  this  lanuarie  /  taak  good  hcde  1920 
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^^H           At  after  Ncton  /  ye  w/tA  youre  wommon  alio 

^^H           Wtian  yo  ban  boon  in  cliambro  /  out  o£  tliia  hiilli: 

^^H           That  alio  yo  /  go  se  this  Damyan 

^^H           Dooth  hym  disport/  lia  is  a  geiitil  man 

1924 

^^M           And  ti^lleth  hym  /  that  I  wol  bytn  visile 

^^1           Ilaue  I  no  thyng*  but  rested  me  a  lite 

^^H           And  Bpcdc  yow  faste  /  for  I  wole  abydo 

[i«fiiii 

^H           TU  that  yo  slepe  /  faste  hj  my  syde 

11)28 

^^B           And  wiU  Ibat  word  /  ho  ^-un  to  bym  to  cjdlo 

^H           A  Squier  /  that  was  ^larcbul  of  his  hallo 

^^m           And  tolde  bjTn  cc;-teyn  thynges  /  what  bo  woldu 

^^M           H  Tliis  frcssbe  May  /  bath  atroigtit  liir  wuy  yhublo 

1932 

^^H           With  alls  hir  wontnien  /  va-to  Damy&n 

^^^H 

^^H           Douu  by  his  bcddos  syde  /  sit  ehc  than 

H 

^^V            CoiifortyngB  Lyin  /  as  goodly  as  she  may 

^^ 

^H             Tlds  Darayan  /  whan  that  his  tyme  he  say 

1D36                      T 

^^B             In  eecrce  wise  /  bis  purs  and  eek  his  billo 

J 

^^ft            lu  which  fat  ho  /  ywriten  hadde  bis  willo 

J 

^H           Uuth  jiut  in  to  hire  hand  /  witb-oiitcn  mooro 

^^H           Saue  pat  bo  sikctb  /  wonder  dope  and  miom 

1940                    M 

^^H           And  softely  to  hire  /  ri|^t  tlius  soydo  bo 

^m 

^M 

^H           Ubr  I  am  dcod  /  if  tliat  this  tliyii^,'/  be  byd 

^H 

^^H           litis  puia  bath  she  /  inwith  tiir  bosom  hyd 

1044 

^^H            Aiul  wonte  liire  wey  /  ye  gete  nainoore  of  mo 

^^H           But  vu-to  lauiiane  /  yeomen  is  she 

^H           That  on  bi»  beddes  syde  /  sit  ful  sofle 

^^1           He  luketh  biro  /  and  kisseth  hire  ful  ofl« 

1948 

^^H           And  leyde  hym  doun  to  slope  /  and  that  anon 

^^H           She  foynod  hire  /  as  that  slie  moste  gun 

^^M          Thor  as  yo  woof  Jat  euery  wigtt  moot  neole 

^^M          And  whan  ebo  of  this  billo  /  hath  Ukeu  h»i-<lo 

losa 

^^H          She  Tcnto  it/  al  to  cloutes  atta  kate 

^^H          And  in  tbc  pryuoo  /  soflely  it  ciute 

^H          W/'^''  studieth  now  /  but  faini  ficeahe  Uay 

I05C 
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That  sleepe  /  til  ])at  the  cougho  /  hath  hym  awaked 
Anon  he  preyde  hire  /  strepen  hire  al  naked 
'  He  wolde  of  hire  he  seyde  /  han  som  plesailce 
And  seyde  /  hir  clothes  /  dide  hym  encombrailce         1960 
And  she  obeyeth  /  be  hire  lief  or  looth 
But  lest  ye  precious  folk  /  be  with  me  wrooth 
How  that  he  wroghte  /  I  dar  nat  to  yow  telle 
Or  wheither  /  pat  hire  thoughte  it  Paradys  or  helle     1964 
But  heere  I  lete  hem  /  werken  in  hir  wyse 
Til  euensong  rong<  and  fat  they  moste  aryse 
Were  it  by  destynee  /  or  by  auenture 
Were  it  by  Influence  /  or  by  nature  1968 

Or  constellaciou)  /  that  in  swich  estaat* 
The  heuene  /  stood  that  tyme  fortunaaf 
Was  for  to  putte  a  bille  /  of  Venus  werkes 
ffor  alle  thyng  hath  tyme  /  as  seyn  thise  clerkes  1972 

To  any  womman  /  for  to  gete  hire  loue 
I  kan  nat  seye  /  but  grete  god  aboue 
That  knoweth  /  that  noon  Act*  is  causelees  peaf  lu,  back] 

He  deme  of  al  /  for  I  wole  holde  my  pees  1976 

But  sooth  is  this  /  how  that  this  fresshe  May 
Hath  take  /  swich  impression)  that  day 
ffor  pitee  /  of  this  sike  Damyan 

That  from  hire  herte  /  she  ne  dryue  kan  1980 

The  remembrance  /  for  to  doon  hym  ese 
Certeyn  thoghte  she  /  whom  pat  this  thyng  displese 
I  rekko  noght  /  for  heere  I  hym  assure 
To  loue  hym  best*  of  any  creature  1984 

Though  he  namoore  hadde  than  his  shcrte 
Lo  pitee  /  renneth  soone  in  gentil  herte 
IT  Heere  may  ye  se  /  how  excellent  franchise 
In  wommen  is  /  whan  they  hem  narwe  auyse  1988 

Som  tyrant  is  /  as  ther  be  many  oon 
That  hath  an  herte  /  as  hard  /  as  any  stoon 
Which  wolde  /  han  lat  hym  storuen  in  the  place 
Wei  rather  /  than  han  graunted  hym  hire  grace  1992 
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And  hem  reioysen  /  in  hire  crueel  pryde 

And  rekke  nat*  to  been  an  homycide 

IT  This  gentil  May  /  fulfilled  of  pitee 

Bight  of  hire  hand  /  a  lettre  made  she  1996 

In  which  she  graimteth  hym  hire  venray  grace 

Ther  lakketh  noght/  oonly  /  but  day  and  place 

Wher  fat  she  myghte  /  vn-to  his  lust  suffise 

ffor  it  shal  be  /  right  as  he  wole  deuyse  2000 

And  whan  she  saugh  hir  tyme  vp  on  a  day 

To  visite  this  Damyan  /  gooth  May 

And  sotilly  this  lettre  /  doun  she  threste 

Vnder  his  pilwe  /  rede  it  if  hym  leste  2004 

She  taketh  hym  by  the  hand  /  and  harde  hym  twiste 

So  secrely  /  that  no  wight  of  it  wiste 

And  bad  hym  been  al  hool  /  and  forth  he  wente 

To  lanuarie  /  whan  j^at  he  for  hym  sente  2008 

Vp  riseth  Damyan  /  the  nexte  morwe 
Al  passed  was  /  his  siknesse  and  his  sorwe 
He  kembeth  hym  /  he  preyneth  hym  and  pyketh 
He  dooth  /  al  that  his  lady  lust  and  lyketh  2012 

And  eek  to  lanuarie  /  he  gooth  as  lowe 
As  euere  dide  /  a  dogge  for  the  bowe 
He  is  so  plesant/  vn-to  euery  man 

£for  craft  is  al  /  who  so  that  do  it  kan  2016 

That  euery  wight/  is  fayn  to  speke  hym  good 
And  fully  /  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood 
Thus  lete  I  Damyan  /  aboute  his  nede 
And  in  my  tale  /  forth  I  wol  procede  2020 

IF  Somme  clerkes  /  holden  that  felicitee 
Stant  in  delit/  and  therfore  certeyn  he  * 
This  noble  lanuarie  /  with  al  his  myght*  [ImI  iiQ 

In  honeste  wyse  /  as  longeth  to  a  knyght*  2024 

Shoope  hym  to  lyue  /  ful  deliciously 
His  housynge  /  his  array  /  as  honestly 
To  his  degree  /  was  maked  as  a  kynges 
Amonges  othere  /  of  hise  honeste  thyngos  2028 
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Ho  made  a  gardyn  /  walled  al  with  stoon 

So  fair  a  gardyn  /  woot  I  nowher  noon 

ffor  out  of  doute  /  I  verraily  suppose 

That  he  /  pat  wroot  the  romance  of  the  Rose  2032 

Ne  koude  of  it/  the  beautee  wel  deuyse 

Ne  Priapus  /  ne  myghte  nat  sufiQse 

Though  he  be  god  of  gardyns  /  for  to  telle 

The  beautee  of  the  gardyn  /  and  the  welle  2036 

That  stood  vnder  a  laurer  /  alwey  grene 

fiful  ofte  tyme  /  he  Pluto  and  his  queene 

Proserpina  /  and  al  hire  fSurye 

Disporten  hem  /  and  maken  melodye  2040 

Aboute  that  welle  /  and  daunced  as  men  tolde 

IF  This  noble  knyght*  this  lanuarie  the  olde 

Swich  deyntee  hath  /  in  it  to  walke  and  pleye 

That  he  wol  no  wight  suffiren  here  the  keye  2044 

Saue  he  hym  self/  for  of  the  smale  wyket* 

He  baar  alwey  /  of  siluer  a  Clyket* 

With  which  /  whan  pat  hym  leste  he  it  vnshette 

And  whan  he  wolde  /  paye  his  wyf  hir  dette  2048 

In  Somer  sesoi})  /  thider  wolde  he  go 

And  May  his  wyf/  and  no  wight  but  they  two 

And  thynges  /  whiche  J)at  were  nat  doon  a  bedde 

He  in  the  gardyn  /  parfoumed  hem  and  spedde  2052 

And  in  this  wyse  /  many  a  murye  day 

Lyued  this  lanuarie  /  and  fresshe  May 

But  worldly  loye  /  may  nat  alwey  dure 

To  lanuarie  /  ne  to  no  creature  2056 

Osodeyn  hape  /  o  thou  fortune  Instable     IF  Auctor  ^ 
Lyk  to  the  Scorpion  /  so  dcceyuable 
That  flaterest  with  thyn  heed  /  whan  thou  wolt  synge 
Thy  tayl  is  deeth  /  thurgh  thyn  enuenymynge  2060 

0  brotil  loye  /  o  swoete  venym  queynte 
0  Monstre  /  that  so  subtilly  kanst  peynte 
Thy  yifbes  /  vnder  hewe  of  stidefastnesse 
That  thou  deccyuesf  bothe  moore  and  lesse  2064 
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Why  hastow  lanuarie  /  thus  deceyued 

That  haddest  hym  /  for  thy  ful  freend  recoyued 

And  now  thou  hast*  biraft*  hym  bothe  hise  eyen 

fTor  sorwe  of  which  /  desireth  he  to  dyen  2068 

U  Alias  /  this  noble  lanuarie  free 

Amydde  his  lust*  and  his  prospmtee 

Is  woxen  blynd  /  and  that  al  sodeynly  paaf  us,  uok] 

He  wepeth  and  he  wayleth  pitously  2072 

And  ther  with  al  /  the  fyr  of  Jalousie 

Lest  ]>at  his  wyf/  sholde  fialle  in  swich  folye 

So  brente  his  herte  /  that  he  wolde  fayn 

That  som  man  /  bothe  hym  arid  hire  had  slayn  2076 

ffor  neither  after  his  deeth  /  nor  in  his  lyf* 

Ne  wolde  he  /  fat  she  were  loue  ne  wyf* 

Eut  eu^'e  lyue  as  wydwe  in  clothes  blake 

Soul  as  the  turtle  /  fat  lost  hath  hii-e  make  2080 

But  atte  laste  /  after  a  Monthe  or  tweye 

His  sorwe  gan  aswage  /  sooth  to  seye 

ffor  whan  he  wiste  /  it  may  noon  oother  be 

He  paciently  /  took*  his  Aduersitee  2084 

Saue  out  of  doute  /  he  may  nat  forgoon 

That  he  nas  lalous  /  eueremoore  in  oon 

Which  lalousye  /  it  was  so  outrageous 

That  neither  in  halle  /  nyn  noon  oother  hous  2088 

Nyn  noon  oother  place  /  neuerthemo 

He  nolde  suf&e  hire  /  for  to  lyde  or  go 

But  if  fat  he  /  had  bond  on  hire  alway 

ffor  which  ful  ofte  /  wepeth  fresshe  May  2092 

That  loueth  Damyan  /  so  benyngnely 

That  she  moot*  outher  dyen  sodeynly 

Or  eUes  /  she  moot  ban  hym  as  hir  Icste 

She  wayteth  /  whan  hir  herte  wolde  breste  2096 

IF  Vp  on  that  oother  syde  Damyan 

Bicomen  is  /  the  sorwefuUeste  man 

That  euere  was  /  for  neither  nyght  ne  day 

Xe  myg&te  he  speke  a  word  to  fresshe  May  2100 
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As  to  his  purpos  /  of  no  swich  mateere 

But  if  that  lanuarie  /  moste  it  heere 

That  hadde  an  hand  /  yp  on  hire  eueremo 

But  nathelees  /  by  writyng  to  and  fro  2104 

And  pnuee  signes  /  wiste  he  what  she  mente 

And  she  knew  eek  /  the  fyn  of  his  entente 

O  lanuarie  /  what  myghte  it  thee  auaille         IF  Auctor 
Thogh  thou  myghtest  se  /  as  fer  as  shippes  saille 
ffor  as  good  is  /  blynd  deceyued  be  2109 

As  to  bo  deceyued  /  whan  a  man  may  se 
IF  Lo  Argus  /  which  fat  hadde  /  an  hondred  eyen 
ffor  al  pat  euere  /  he  koude  poure  or  pryen  2112 

Yet  was  he  blent/  and  god  woot  so  been  mo 
That  wenen  wisly  /  that  it  be  nat  so 
Passe  oner  is  an  ese  /  I  sey  namoore 
V  This  fresshe  May  /  pat  I  spak*  of  so  yoore  2116 

In  warm  wex  /  hath  emprented  the  clyket* 
That  lanuarie  bar  /  of  the  smale  wyket* 
By  which  /  in  to  his  gardyn  ofte  he  wente  Ow^iie] 

And  Damyan  /  that  knew  al  hire  entente  2120 

The  clikef  countrefeted  pryuely 
Ther  nys  namoore  to  seye  /  but  hastily 
Som  wonder  /  by  this  clyket  shal  bityde 
Which  ye  shul  heeren  /  if  ye  wde  abyde  2124 

IF  0  noble  Ouyde  /  ful  sooth  seystou  god  woot*  IF  Auctor  ^ 
What  sleighte  is  it/  thogh  it  be  long  and  hoof 
That  he  nyl  fynde  it  out  /  in  som  manere 
By  Piramus  /  and  Tesbee  /  may  men  loere  2128 

Thogh  they  were  kepf  ful  longe  streite  oueral 
They  been  accorded  /  rownynge  thurgh  a  wal 
Ther  no  wight  /  koude  han  founde  out  swich  a  sleighte 
IF  But  now  to  purpos  /  er  fat  dayes  eighte  2132 

Were  passed  /  er  the  Monthe  of  luyl  bifille 
That  lanuarie  /  hath  caught  so  greet  a  wille 
Thurgh  eggyng  of  his  wyf*  hym  for  to  pleye 
In  his  gardyn  /  and  no  wight  but  they  twcye  2136 
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That  in  a  morwe  /  vn-to  tliis  May  seith  he 

Rys  vp  my  wyf/  my  loue  /  my  lady  free 

The  turtle  voys  is  herd  /  my  dowue  sweete 

The  wynter  is  goon  /  with  his'  reynes  weete     £ai«S«r*£li3 

Com  forth  now  /  with  thyne  eyen  columbyn  2141 

How  fairer  been  thy  brestes  /  than  is  wyn 

The  gardyn  /  is  enclosed  al  aboute 

Com  forth  my  white  spouse  /  out  of  doute  2144 

Thou  hast  me  wounded  /  in  myn  herte  /  o  wyf* 

No  spot  of  thee  /  ne  knew  I  al  my  lyf 

Come  forth  /  and  lat  vs  taken  som  disport* 

I  chees  thee  /  for  my  wyf*  and  my  confort^  2148 

U  Swiche  olde  lewed  wordes  vsed  he 

On  Damyan  /  a  signe  made  she 

That  he  sholde  go  bifom  /  with  his  cliket* 

This  Damyan  thanne  /  hath  opened  the  wykef  2152 

And  In  he  stirte  /  and  that  in  swich  manere 

That  no  wight  myghte  it  se  /  neither  yheere 

And  stille  he  sit/  vnder  a  bussh  anon 

IF  This  lanuarie  /  as  blynd  as  is  a  stoon  2156 

With  May  us  in  his  hand  /  and  no  wight  mo 

In  to  his  fresshe  gardyn  is  ago 

And  clapte  to  /  the  wyket  sodeynly 

U  Now  wyf  quod  he  /  heere  nys  but  thou  and  I         2160 

That  art  the  creature  /  that  I  best  loue 

ffor  by  that  lord  /  pat  sit  in  heuene  aboue 

Leuere  ich  hadde  /  to  dyen  on  a  knyf* 

Than  thee  oflfende  /  trewe  deere  wyf*  2164 

ffor  goddes  sake  /  thenk*  how  I  thee  chees 

Noght*  for  no  coueitise  doutelees 

But  oonly  /  for  the  loue  /  I  had  to  thee  [iMf  ne,  iMck] 

And  though  ])at  I  be  oold  /  and  may  nat  see  2168 

Beth  to  me  trewe  /  and  I  shal  telle  yow  why  ® 

Thre  thynges  /  certes  /  shal  ye  wynne  ther  by 

fiiret  loue  of  Crist/  and  to  youre  self  honour 

And  al  myn  heritage  /  toun  and  tour  2172 
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I  yeue  it  yow  /  maketh  chartres  as  yow  leste 

This  shal  be  doon  tomorwe  er  sonne  restc 

So  wisly  /  god  my  soule  brynge  in  blisse 

I  prey  yow  first/  in  couenat  ye  me  kisse  2176 

And  though  pat  I  be  lalous  wyte  me  nog&t* 

Ye  been  so  dope  /  enprented  in  my  thogHt^ 

That  whan  I  considere  youre  beautee 

And  ther  with  al  /  the  vnlikly  elde  of  me  2180 

I  may  nat  certes  /  though  I  sholde  dye 

fforbere  /  to  been  out  of  youre  compaignye 

ffor  verray  loue  /  this  is  with  outen  doute 

Now  kys  me  wyf/  and  lat  vs  rome  aboute  2184 

If  This  fresshe  May  /  whan  she  thise  wordes  herde 

Benyngnely  /  to  lanuarie  answerde 

But  first*  and  forwar<l  /  she  bigan  to  wepe 

I  haue  quod  she  /  a  soule  for  to  kepe  -  2188 

As  wel  as  ye  /  and  also  myn  honour 

And  of  my  wyf  hod  /  thilke  tendre  flour 

Which  pat  I  haue  /  assured  in  youre  hond 

Wlian  fat  the  preesf  to  yow  my  body  bond  2192 

Wherfore  /  I  wole  answere  /  in  this  manere 

By  the  leue  of  yow  /  my  lord  so  deere 

I  prey  to  god  /  pat  neuere  dawe  the  day 

That  I  ne  sterue  /  as  foule  as  womman  may  2196 

If  euere  I  do  /  vn  to  my  kyn  that  shame 

Or  elles  /  I  empeyre  so  my  name 

That  I  be  fals  /  and  if  I  do  that  lakke 

Do  strepe  me  /  and  put  me  in  a  sakke  2200 

And  in  the  nexte  ryuer  /  do  me  drenche 

I  am  a  gentil  womman  and  no  wenche 

Why  speke  ye  thus  /  ^  but  men  been  euere  vntrewe 

And  wommen  /  haue  repreue  of  yow  ay  newe  2204 

Yo  ban  noon  oother  contenance  I  leeue 

But  speke  to  vs  /  of  vntrusf  and  repreeuo  - 

^  And  with  that  word  /  she  saugh  wher  Damyan 

Sat  in  the  bussh  /  and  coughen  she  bigan  2208 
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^^^L          And  witli  bir  fyuffii  j  si^iies  made  uLe 

1 

^^H          That  Dainyun  /  sholde  clymbe  vp  on  a  tree 

^^^P          Thftt  charged  waa  witA  fruyf  and  vp  he  weiite 

^^H          ffor  TcrraUj  /  he  knew  ol  hire  entente 

2212 

^^H           And  eueiy  eigne  /  Jiat  she  koudo  make 

^H           Wal  bet  than  lanuarie  /  hir  owene  make 

^^M           ffoT  in  a  lettro  /  she  hadde  toold  hym  al 

Cl-fll7] 

^^H            Of  this  inatere  /  how  he  werchen  ehal 

2216 

^^V            And  tlius  I  lete  bym  aitto  /  vp  on  the  pyrio 

1                      And  lunuarie  and  May  romyngo  myrio 

"13  right"  was  the  day  /  and  blew  the  firmanieiit' 
^^             JlJ  Phebus  hath  of  gold  /  hiso  etremes  doun  yscnf 

2220 

^^L            To  gladen  euery  Hour  with  hia  warmnesae 

^m 

^H            Ue  waa  that  tymo  /  in  Geminia  aa  I  geasa 

^H 

^H          But  titel  /  &o  his  doclynacionli 

^^ 

^H           Of  Cancer  /  louia  exaltocion) 

2224                    1 

^^1          And  BO  bifol  /  that  bright«  morwe  tydo 

J 

^H           That  in  that  gardyn  /  in  the  farther  ayde 

J 

^^1          Fluto  /  thaf  is  kyng  of  Ifairyo 

1 

^^H          And  many  a  lady  /  in  his  cumpoignye 

1 

^^^          ffolwynge  his  wyf  /  the  queeuts  I'l^oaorpyne 

,^M 

^^H          £oh  allur  oother  /  right  aa  a  lyne 

^H 

^^H          Whil  >ut  sho  gadered  /  tlourca  in  the  mede 

^H 

^^^B          In  Claudyan  /  ye  may  the  stories  nHie 

2232                  ■ 

^H          And  ill  Ids  grisoly  Carte  /  he  hire  sette 

1 

^^^B          Tiiia  kyng  of  ffairj-e  /  thanne  adoun  hym  aette 

1 

^^H           Vp  on  a  bench  of  turues  /  fressK  and  grene 

1 

^^H          And  ri}jht  anon  /  thus  scyde  he  to  bis  quoeno 

223G                    1 

^^H           V  My  wyf  quod  he  /  ther  may  no  wig&t  aeye  nay 

1 

^^H           Thexpenence  /  eo  preueth  euery  day 

^^H          The  tresons  /  whiche  ^it  womnien  doon  to  man 

^^B          Ten  houJred  tliousaud  /  tollen  I  kan 

2240 

^^1          KoUble  /  of  youre  vnlruuthe  and  brotilneaso 

^^1          0  Salomon  /  vya  /  and  rii:h»st  of  ricbcssa 

^H          milfild  of  sapience  /  and  of  worldly  glorie 

^^H          ITul  worthy  been  thy  wordea  to  mcmorio 

2244 
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To  eviery  wigfif  pat  wit  and  reson  kan 

Thus  preiseth  he  yet*  the  bountee  of  man 

IF  Amonges  a  thousand  men  /  yet  foond  I  oon 

But  of  wommen  alle  /  foond  I  noon  2248 

H  Thus  seith  the  kyng*  pat  knoweth  youre  wikkednesse 

And  Ihe^us  filius  Syrak*  as  I  gesse 

Ne  speketh  of  yow  /  but  seelde  reucrence 

A  wylde  fyr  /  and  corrupt  pestilence  2252 

So  falle  vp  on  youre  bodyes  yet  to  nyght 

Ke  se  ye  nat*  this  honurable  knyght* 

By  cause  alias  /  that  he  is  blynd  and  old 

His  owone  man  /  shal  make  hym  Cokewold  2256 

Lo  heere  he  sif  the  lechour  in  the  tree 

Now  wol  I  graunten  /  of  my  magestee 

Vn-to  this  olde  blynde  worthy  knyght 

That  he  shal  haue  ayeyn  hise  eyen  syght*  2260 

"Whan  fat  his  wyf/  wold  doon  hym  vileynye 

Thanne  shal  he  knowen  /  al  hire  harlotrye 

Bothe  in  repreue  of  hire  /  and  othere  mo  pw'in.bMk] 

IF  Ye  shal  quod  Proserpyne  /  wol  ye  so  ?  2264 

Now  by  my  moodres  sires  soule  I  swere 

That  I  shal  yeuen  hire  suffisant  answere 

And  alle  wommen  after  /  for  hir  sake 

That  though  they  be  /  in  any  gilt  ytake  2268 

With  face  boold  /  they  shulle  hem  self  excuse 

And  here  hem  doun  /  that  wolden  hem  accuse 

ffor  lakke  of  answere  /  noon  of  hem  shal  dyen 

Al  hadde  man  seyn  a  thyng*  with  bothe  hise  eyen       2272 

Yit  shul  we  wo?/imen  /  visage  it  hardily 

And  wepe  /  and  swere  /  and  visage  it  subtilly 

So  pat  ye  men  /  shul  been  /  as  lewed  as  gees 

What  rekketh  me  /  of  youre  Auctoritees  2276 

IF  I  woot  wel  /  that  this  lew  /this  Salomon 

ffoond  of  vs  wo?wmen  /  fooles  many  oon 

But  tliough  frtt  he  ne  foond  /  no  good  wo77iman 

Yet  hath  ther  founde  /  many  another  man  2280 
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Wowmen  ful  trewe  /  ful  gooiie  /  and  vtrtuoiin 

Wituesae  ou  hem  /  ^ai  dwellu  in  Ciistes  huua 

With  martirdtim  /  they  preued  hire  eonatonco 

The  Bonmya  gceatea  /  eek*  Dinken  remembrance  22i 

Of  maiiy  a  verray  /  trewe  wyf  also 

But  sire  ne  be  nat  wrooth  /  al  lie  it  so 

Though  fnt  he  seydo  /  ho  foond  no  good  wommon 

I  prey  yow  /  take  the  sentence  of  the  man  22( 

He  mentc  thus  /  that  in  souereyn  bonteo 

Kis  noop  /  but  god  Jiut  eit  in  Trinil«o 

1[  Ey  for  verroy  god  /  that  nye  but  oon 

What  make  ye  /  m  niuche  of  Salomon  22! 

What  though  he  made  a  tcmplu  goddea  houa 

Wliaf  though  he  were  /  richc  anil  glorious 

So  made  he  eek  /  a  t«mple  of  false  goddia 

Uow  mygkto  he  do  a  thyng<  )>«t  mooro  forbode  ia        22! 

Pardee  /  as  faire  /  as  ye  his  niuue  emplastro 

He  was  a  locehour  /  and  an  ydokstre 

And  in  his  elde  /  he  verray  god  forsook' 

And  if  god  ue  hadde  /  as  scith  the  book-  23' 

Tspared  for  hia  ladrea  aake  /  he  sholde 

Haue  lost  his  regne  /  rather  than  he  wolde 

I  sette  right  noghf  of  al  the  vileynye 

That  ye  of  wommon  write  /  a  Bolerflye  23i 

I  am  a  wommon  /  nedes  moot  I  speke 

Or  elles  swelle  /  til  myn  herto  breke 

ffor  sithen  he  seyde  /  Uiat  we  been  Tanglerest- 

As  euere  hool  /  I  moole  bnmke  my  tresses  23i 

I  shal  nat  spore  /  for  no  curtetsye 

To  speke  hj-m  harm  /  (lat  wolde  ts  vileynyo 

Dame  quod  this  Pluto  /  be  no  lenger  wrootK 
I  yeue  it  vp  /  but  aith  1  swoor  myn  ooth 
That  I  wolde  /  grauntcn  hym  his  sighte  agcyn 
My  word  shal  atoude  /  I  wame  yow  cortsj-n 
1  am  a  kyng-  it  sit  me  nog&t  to  lye 
V  And  I  quod  she  /  a  Qnocne  of  fiairyo 
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Hir  answere  shal  she  haue  I  vndertake 

Lat  Ys  namoore  woides  heer-of  make 

fPor  sotbe  /  I  wol  no  lenger/  yow  contiarie 

IF  Now  lat  V8  /  tume  agayn  to  lanuarie  2320 

That  in  the  gardyn  /  with  his  faire  May 

Syngeth  fill  murier  /  than  the  Papeiay 

Tow  loue  I  best*  and  shal  and  oother  noon 

So  longe  /  aboute  the  Aleyes  is  he  goon  2324 

Til  he  was  come  /  agayns  thilke  pyrie 

Where  as  this  Damyan  /  sitteth  ful  myrie 

Anheigh  /  among*  the  fresshe  leues  grene 

9  This  fresshe  May  /  that  is  so  bright  and  sheene       232& 

Gan  for  to  syke  /  and  seyde  /  alias  my  syde 

Kow  sire  quod  she  /  for  aught  pat  may  bityde 

I  moste  han  /  of  the  peres  that  I  see 

Or  I  moot  dye  /  so  sooro  longeth  me  2332 

To  eten  /  of  the  smale  peres  grene 

Help  for  hir  loue  /  fat  is  of  heuene  queene , 

I  telle  yow  wel  /  a  womman  in  my  plit* 

May  han  to  fruyt*  so  greet  an  Appetit*  2336 

That  she  may  dyen  /  but  she  of  it  haue 

IF  Alias  quod  he  /  pat  I  ne  had  heer  a  knaue 

That  koude  clymbe  /  alias  alias  quod  he 

That  I  am  blynd  /  ye  sire  no  fors  quod  she  •  2340 

%  But  wolde  ye  vouche  sauf*  for  goddes  sake 

The  pyrie  /  inwith  youre  armes  for  to  take 

ffor  wel  I  woot/  that  ye  mystruste  me 

Thanne  sholde  I  clymbe  /  wel  ynogh  quod  she  2344 

So  I  my  foot*  myghte  sette  vpon  youre  bak/ 

IF  Certes  quod  he  /  ther-on  shal  be  no  lak* 

Mighte  I  yow  helpen  /  with  myn  herte  blood 

He  stoupeth  doun  /  and  on  his  bak  she  stood  2348 

And  caiighte  hire  by  a  twiste  /  and  vp  she  gooth 

Ladyes  /  I  prey  yow  /  pat  ye  be  nat  -vvrooth 

I  kan  nat  glose  /  I  am  a  rude  man 

And  sodeynly  /  anon  this  Damyan  2352 
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Gan  pullen  vp  tHe  amok  /  and  In  he  throng* 

IF  And  whan  fat  Pluto  /  saugli  this  grete  wrong* 

To  lanoarie  /  he  gaf  agayn  his  sighte 

And  made  hym  se  /  as  wel  as  euere  he  myghte  2356 

And  whan  pat  he  /  hadde  caught*  his  sighte  agayn 

Ne  was  ther  nenere  /  man  of  thyng*  so  fSeiyn 

But  on  his  wyf/  his  thoght  was  eueremo  peafii8,biMrki 

Vp  to  the  tree  /  he  caste  hise  eyen  two  2360 

And  saugh  pat  Damyan  /  his  wyf  had  dressed 

In  swich  manure  /  it  may  nat  been  expressed 

But  if  I  wolde  /  speke  vncurteisly 

And  vp  he  yaf  /  a  roryng*  and  a  cry  2364 

As  dooth  the  mooder  /  whan  the  child  shal  dye 

Out  helpe  /  alias  /  harrow  he  gan  to  crye 

0  stronge  lady  stoore  /  what  dostow  ? 

IF  And  she  answerde  /  sire  what  eyleth  yow  ?  2368 

Haue  pacience  /  and  resofi  in  youre  mynde 

1  haue  yow  holpe  /  on  bothe  youre  eyen  blynde 
Vp  peril  of  my  soule  /  I  shal  nat  lyen 

As  me  was  taught  /  to  heele  with  youre  eyen  2372 

Was  no  thyng  bcf  to  make  yow  to  see 

Than  strugle  with  a  man  /  vp  on  a  tree 

God  woof  I  dide  it  /  in  ful  good  entente 

IF  Strugle  quod  he  f  ye  algate  In  it  wente  2376 

God  yeue  yow  bothe  /  on  shames  deth  to  dyen 

He  swyued  thee  /  I  saugh  it .  with  myne  eyen 

And  elles  /  be  I  hanged  by  the  hals 

^  Thanne  is  quod  she  /  my  medicyne  fals  2380 

fTor  certeinly  /  if  that  ye  myghte  se 

Ye  Wolde  nat  seyn  /  thise  wordes  vn  to  me 

Ye  han  som  glymsyng*  and  no  parfit  sighte 

IT  I  se  quod  he  /  as  wel  as  euere  I  myghte  2384 

Thonked  be  god  /  with  bothe  myne  eyen  two 

And  by  my  trouthe  /  me  thoughte  he  dide  thoc  so 

IF  Ye  maze  /  maze  /  goode  sire  quod  she 

This  thank  haue  I  /  for  I  haue  maad  yow  see  2388 
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Alias  quod  she  /  that  enere  I  was  so  kynde 

IF  ^ow  dame  quod  he  /  lat  al  passe  out  of  mynde 

Com  doun  my  lief*  and  if  I  haue  myssayd 

God  helpe  me  so  /  as  I  am  yuele  apayc^  2392 

But  by  my  fader  soule  /  I  wende  han  seyn 

How  that  this  Damyan  /  hadde  by  thee  leyn 

And  fat  thy  smok*  hadde  leyn  vp  on  his  bresf 

IF  Ye  sire  quod  she  /  ye  may  wene  as  yow  lest*  2396 

But  sire  /  a  man  /  pat  waketh  out  of  his  sleepe 

He  may  nat  sodeynly  /  wel  taken  keepe 

Vp  on  a  thyng*  ne  seen  it  parfitly 

Til  pat  he  be  /  adawed  verraily  2400 

IF  Eight  80  a  man  /  pat  longe  hath  blynd  ybe 

Ne  may  nat  sodeynly  /  so  wel  yse 

fi&rst*  whan  his  sighte  /  is  newe  come  ageyn 

As  he  pat  hath  /  a  day  or  two  yseyn  2404 

Til  that  youre  sighte  /  ysatled  be  a  while 

Ther  may  /  ful  many  a  sighte  yow  bigile 

Beth  war  I  prey  yow  /  for  by  heuene  kyng*  De»f  ns] 

fful  many  a  man  /  weneth  to  seen  a  thyng*  2408 

And  it  is  /  al  another  /  than  it  semeth 

Ho  pat  mysconceyueth  /  he  myedemeth 

And  with  that  word  /  she  leepe  doun  fro  the  tree 

IF  This  lanuarie  /  who  is  glad  but  he  2412 

He  kisseth  hire  /  and  clippeth  hire  ful  ofte 

And  on  hire  wombe  /  he  stroketh  hire  ful  sof te 

And  to  his  palays  /  hoom  he  hath  hire  lad 

Now  goode  men  /  I  pray  yow  be  glad  2416 

Thus  endeth  hecre  /  my  tale  of  lanuarie 

God  blesse  vs  /  and  his  moodcr  Seinto  Marie  2418 

^  Heere  is  ended  /  the  Marchant^s  taJe  of  lanuarie  ^ 
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T  The  Prologe  of  the  Squieres  tale  fg)  [<mi«^ii»] 

Ey  goddes  mercy  /  seyde  cure  Hoost  the 
Now  swich  a  wyf/  I  pray  god  kepe  me  fro        2420 
Lo  whiche  sleightes  /  and  subtiltees 
In  wommen  been  /  for  ay  as  bisy  as  bees 
Been  they  /  vs  sely  men  for  to  deceyue 
And  firom  a  sooth  /  euere  wol  they  weyue  2424 

By  this  Marchau;ites  tale  /  it  preueth  weil 
But  dontelees  /  as  trowe  as  any  steel 
I  haue  a  wyf/  though  pat  she  poure  be 
But  of  hir  tonge  /  a  labbyng*  shrewe  is  she  2428 

And  yet  she  hath  /  an  heepe  of  vices  mo 
Ther-of  no  fors  /  lat  alio  swiche  thynges  go 
But  wyte  ye  what*  in  conseil  be  it  scydf 
Me  reweth  soore  /  I  am  vn-to  hire  teyc?  2432 

ffor  and  I  sholde  /  rekenen  euery  vice 
Which  fat  she  hath  /  ywis  I  were  to  nyce 
And  cause  why  /  it  sholde  reported  bo 
And  toold  to  hire  /  of  somme  of  this  meynee  2436 

Of  whom  /  it  nedeth  naf  for  to  declare 
Syn  wommen  /  konnen  outen  swich  chaflaro 
And  eek  my  wit*  suffiscth  nat  ther  to 
To  tellen  al  /  wherfore  my  tale  is  do  2440 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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SIDE-NOTES  TO  THE  MERCHANrS  TALE. 


lAs  there  is  no  room  in  this  print  for  the  Latin  notes  in  thi 
margin  of  the  MS^  they  are  put  here,  with  the  numbers  of  the  lines 
{and  pages  of  the  Six- Text)  to  which  they  rrferJ] 

p.  445, 1. 1311.  ^  Vxor  est  diligenda  quia  donum  del  est  0  lhes9is 
filius  sirac/  domus  &  diuioie  dantur  a  parentihus  /  a  domino  autew 
praprie  vxor  bona  vel  pradens.     [MS,  leaf  107,  back.] 

p.  445, 1. 1327.  ^  £faciamtM  ei  adiutorium  &  eztrocta  oosta  de 
oorpore  Ada  fecit  Euam  8c  dixit  /  propter  hec/  relinquet  homo  pa- 
trem  k,  matrem  8c  adherebit  8coetera  et  erunt  duo  in  came  vna. 
[MS,  leaf  107,  back.] 

p.  446, 1.  1362.  laoob  ||  per  consilium  matriB  sue  Bebecce  8coe- 
tera,     [MS,  leaf  108.] 

p.  446, 1.  1366.  ludith  /  de  manibt««  Olofemi  8c  cetera,  [MS, 
leaf  108.] 

p.  446, 1. 1369.  Abigayl  /  per  suum  bonum  consilium  virum  suum 
Kabal  ab  ira  dauid  liberauit     [MS,  leaf  108.] 

p.  446, 1. 1371.  Ester  8c  eetera  ludeos  per  bonum  consilium  simul 
cum  Mardocheo  in  regno  Assueri.     [MS,  leaf  108.] 

p.  446, 1.  1376.  ^  Seneca  /  sicut  nichil  est  benigna  coniuge/  ita 
nichil  onidelius  est  infesta  muliere.     [MS,  leaf  108.] 

p.  446, 1.  1377.  ^  Cato  /  yxoris  linguam  si  frugi  est/  ferre  me- 
mento.    [MS,  leaf  108.] 

p.  446, 1.  1380.  ^  Bona  mulier  fidelis  custoe  est/  Sc  bona  domus. 
[MS,  leaf  108.] 

p.  447, 1. 1 383.  %  Apostolus  Paul««  ad  Ephesianos  /  diligite  vxorea 
vestns  sicut  christus  dilexit  ecd^fiam  &  cetera,    [MS,  leaf  108.] 

p.  447,  1.  1385.  ^  Apostolus,  Ita  viri  debent  diligere  vxores 
Buas  vt  corpora  sua  /  quia  qui  miAm  yxorem  diligit/  seip«?/m  diligit/ 
nemo  ynquarn  camem  suam  odio  hahuit/  set  nutrit  8c  fouet  earn/, 
et  poBtea  /  vnusquisqf/^  suam  vxc^rem  sicut  ipsum  diligat.  [MS, 
leaf  108.] 
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GKOTJP  F.    FRAGMENT  VIL 

§  1.    THE  SQUIEE'S  HEAD-LINK 
ELLESIEEBE  MS. 


IF  Squier  come  neer  /  if  it  youre  wille  be  [on  iM^riiv] 

And  sey  somwhat  of  loue  /  for  cartes  ye  * 

Eonnen  ther  on  /  as  muche  as  any  man 

IF  Nay  sire  quod  he  /  but  I  wol  seye  as  I  kan  4 

With  hertly  wyl  /  for  I  wol  nat  rebelle 

Agayn  youre  lust*  ^  a  tale  wol  I  telle 

Haue  me  excused  /  if  I  speke  amys  ciMirii9,biick] 

My  wyl  is  good  /  and  lo  my  tale  is  this  8 
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If  Heere  bigynneth  /  the  Squieres  tale  ^ 

l9m  l0HfU9,batk^ 


T  Sarray  /  in  the  land  of  Tartaiye 
Ther  dwelte  a  kyng*  that  werreyed  Bussye 
Thurgh  which  ther  dyde  /  many  a  doughty  man 
.  This  noble  kyng*  was  cleped  Cambynskan^ 

Ji  Which  in  his  tyme  /  was  of  so  greet  renot^n  Synskan  au  tkrouffk] 

^  That  ther  was  /  no  wher  in  no  Begioun 
So  excellent  a  lord  /  in  alle  thyng< 

Hym  lakked  noght*  that  longeth  to  a  kyng*  16 

And  of  the  secte  /  of  which  fat  he  was  bom 
He  kepte  his  lay  /  to  which  pat  he  was  sworn 
And  ther  to  /  he  was  hardy  /  wys  and  riche 
And  pitous  and  lusf  alwey  yliche  20 

Sooth  of  his  word  /  benigne  and  honu;*able 
Of  his  corage  /  as  any  Centre  stable  ir  centroM  dreuu 

Yong<  fressh  /  strong*  and  in  Armes  desirous 
As  any  Bacheler  /  of  al  his  hous  24 

A  fair  persone  he  was  /  and  fortunat* 
And  kepte  alwey  /  so  wel  roial  estaf 
That  ther  was  nowher  /  swich  another  man 
IF  This  noble  kyng*  this  Tartre  Cambynskan  28 

Hadde  two  sones  /  on  Elpheta  his  wyf 
Of  whiche  /  the  eldeste  highte  Algarsyf* 
That  oother  sone  /  was  cleped  Cambalo 
A  doghter  hadde  /  this  worthy  kyng  also  32 

That  yongest*  was  /  and  highte  Canacee 
But  for  to  telle  yow  /  al  hir  beautee 
It  lyth  nat  in  my  tongc  /  nyn  my  konnyug* 
I  dar  nat*  \nidcrtake  /  so  heigh  a  thyng*  36 
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Myn  englissti  eek*  is  insufficient* 

I  moste  been  /  a  Rethor  excellent* 

That  koude  hise  colours  /  longynge  for  that  Art* 

If  he  /  sholde  hire  discryuen  euery  part*  40 

I  am  noon  swich  /  I  moot  speke  as  I  kan 

If  And  80  bifel  /  that  whan  this  Camhynskan 

Hath  twenty  wynter  /  bom  his  diadeuie 

As  he  was  wonf  fro  yeer  to  yeer  I  demo  44 

He  leet*  the  feeste  /  of  his  Xatiuitee 

Doon  cryen  /  thuigh  Sarray  his  Citee 

The  last  Idus  of  March  /  after  the  yeer 

Phebus  the  sonne  /  ful  ioly  was  and  cleer  48 

ffor  he  was  /  neigh  his  exaltacioil 

In  Martes  face  /  and  in  his  mansion 

In  Aries  /  the  colerik/  hoote  signe  [iMriso] 

fful  lusty  was  /  the  weder  and  benigne  52 

ffor  which  the  foweles  /  agayn  the  sonne  sheene 

AVhat  for  the  sesofl  /  and  the  yonge  greno 

fful  loude  /  songen  hire  affeccioQs 

Hem  semed  /  ban  geten  hem  protecciofis  56 

Agayn  the  swerd  of  wynter/  keene  and  cooW 

If  This  Cambynskan  /  of  which  I  haue  yow  tooM 

In  roial  vestimcnt*  sit  on  his  deys 

With  diademe  /  ful  heighe  in  his  paleys  60 

And  halt  his  feeste  so  solempne  /  and  so  ryche 

ITiat  in  this  world  /  was  ther  noon  it  lyche 

Of  which  /  if  I  shal  tellen  al  tharray 

Thanne  wolde  it*  occupie  a  someres  clay  64 

And  eek/  it  nedeth  nat*  for  to  deuyse 

At  euery  cours  /  the  ordre  of  hire  seniyae 

I  wol  nat  tellen  /  of  hir  strange  sewos 

Ne  of  hir  swannes  /  nor  of  hire  heronsewes  68 

Eek/  in  that  lond  /  as  tellen  knyghtcs  oldo 

Ther  is  som  mete  /  Jwit  is  ful  deynt<»  holde 

That  in  this  lond  /  men  recche  of  it  but  smal 

Ther  nys  no  man  /  that  may  reporten  al  72* 
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If  I  wol  nat  taryen  yow  /  for  it  is  pryme 

And  for  it  is  no  fruyt*  but  los  of  tyme 

Vn  to  my  firste  /  I  wole  haue  my  recours 

If  And  so  bifel  /  that  after  the  thridde  cours  76 

Whil  pat  this  kyng«  sit  thus  in  his  nobleye 

Herknynge  hise  Mynstrals  /  hir  thynges  pleye 

Bifom  hym  at  the  boid  /  deliciously 

In  at  the  halle  dore  /  al  sodeynly  80 

Ther  cam  a  knyght*  vp  on  a  steede  of  bras 

And  in  his  hand  /  a  brood  Mirour  of  glas 

Vpon  his  thombe  /  he  hadde  of  gold  a  ryng  / 

And  by  his  syde  /  a  naked  swerd  hangyng*  84 

And  vp  he  rideth  /  to  the  heighe  bord 

In  al  the  halle  /  ne  was  ther  spoken  a  won) 

fifor  merueille  of  this  knyght*  hym  to  bibolde 

fFul  bisily  /  ther  wayten  yonge  and  olde  88 

IT  This  strange  knyght*  that  cam  thus  sodeynly 

Al  armed  /  saue  his  heed  /  ful  richely 

Saleweth  kyng*  and  queene  /  and  lordes  alle 

By  ordre  /  as  they  seten  in  the  halle  92 

With  so  heigh  reuerence  /  and  obeisafice 

As  wel  in  speche  /  as  in  contenaAce 

That  Gawayn  /  with  his  olde  curteisye 

Though  he  were  /  comen  ayeyn  out  of  ffairye  96 

Ne  koude  hym  nat  amende  with  a  won) 

And  after  this  /  bifom  the  heighe  bon) 

He  with  a  manly  voys  /  seith  his  message  p«rf  120,  back] 

After  the  forme  /  vsed  in  his  langage  100 

With  outen  vice  /  of  silable  /  or  of  lettre 

And  for  his  tale  /  sholde  seme  the  bettre 

Accordant  to  hise  wordes  /  was  his  cheere 

As  techeth  art  of  speche  /  hem  fat  it  leere  104 

Al  be  /  that  I  kan  nat  sowne  his  stile 

Ne  kan  nat  clymben  /  oner  so  heigh  a  style 

Yet  seye  I  this  /  as  to  commune  entente 

Thus  niuche  amounteth  /  al  fat  euere  he  mente  108 
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If  it  fio  be  /  )>at  I  haue  it  in  mynUe 

%  He  Beyde  /  the  k}'ng  of  Ardbe  and  of  Imlo 

My  lige  lord  /  on  this  solempne  day 

•ScJeweth  yow  /  a«  he  boat  kan  and  may 

And  seikdeth  yow  /  in  honour  of  yourn  feeste 

By  me  /  that  am  al  redy  at  youre  heestc 

ThiB  Bteede  of  braa  /  that  esily  and  weel       t^^^"' 

Kaa  in  the  space  /  of  o  day  natureel 

This  is  to  seyn  /  in  foure  and  twenty  Loiinss 

"Wher  so  yow  lyaf  in  droghte  or  elles  shmins 

Bcren  yonre  body  /  in  to  euery  pltice 

To  which  youre  berte  /  wilneth  for  to  pace 

"With  ontcn  wem  of  yow  /  thurgfi  foul  or  fair 

CIr  if  yow  lyaP  to  fleen  /  aa  hye  in  the  Air 

Ab  dooth  an  Egle  /  whan  fat  hym  liat  to  eoore 

This  aarae  atcedo  /  ahal  bero  yow  eaere  moore 

IVith  outon  harm  /  til  ye  be  ther  yow  lesli- 

Though  that  ye  alepeu  /  on  hia  bak  or  reste 

And  tume  ayeyn  /  with  writhyng'  of  a  pyii 

He  fat  it  wrogbte  /  koude  fill  many  a  gyn 

}le  wayted  /  many  a  conat«llac'i<ih) 

y,T  he  /  hiwl  doon  /  thia  opej-acionl 

And  knew  ful  many  a  seel  /  and  many  a  bond 

If  Thia  mirroiir  eek  /  [xit  I  haue  in  myn  honi!     ^(u»* 

Hath  swich  a  myght/  fat  men.  may  in  it  w>e 

Whan  ther  ahal  fallen  /  any  Adin-raitee 

Vn  to  youre  regne  /  or  to  youre  aelf  alao 

And  openly  /  who  is  youre  freend  or  foo 

IT  And  oupc  al  this  /  if  any  lady  bright* 

Hath  set  hire  herto  /  in  any  maner  wighl" 

If  he  be  fals  /  ahe  ahal  his  treaofl  am 

His  newo  louc  /  and  al  hie  aubtiltee 

So  openly  /  fat  ther  ahal  no  thyng  hyde 

Wherfore  /  ageyn  this  lusty  aomeres  tyde 

This  Miionr/  and  this  ryng*  f'lt  yc  may  w* 

He  hath  sent"  vn  I"  my  lady  Canncre 
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Youre  excellente  doghter/  that  is  heere 

MMlir 

If  The  yertxL  of  the  ryng*  if  ye  wol  heere  ?f  Sfe*^^"* 

Is  this  /  that  if  hire  lusf  it  for  to  were  [toaf  121] 

Vp  on  hir  thombe  /  or  in  hir  purs  it  here  148 

Ther  is  no  fowel  /  fat  fleeth  vnder  the  heuene 

That  she  /  ne  shal  /  wcl  vnderstonde  his  steuene 

And  knowe  his  menyng*  openly  and  pleyn 

And  answere  hym  /  in  his  langage  ageyn  152 

And  euery  gras  /  that  groweth  vp  on  roote 

She  shal  eek  knowe  /  and  whom  it  wol  do  boote 

Al  be  hise  woimdes  /  neuer  so  depe  and  wyde 

If  Hiis  naked  swerd  /  pat  hangeth  by  my  syde  JSeiwISl" 

Swich  \ert\x  hath  /  pat  what  man  so  ye  smyte 

Thurgh  out  his  Armure  /  it  wole  hym  kerue  and  byte 

Were  it  as  thikke  /  as  is  a  branched  ook* 

And  what  man  /  that  is  wounded  v/iih  a  strook*  160 

Shal  neu^*  be  hool  /  til  pat  yow  list  of  grace 

To  stroke  hym  wtt^  the  plat*  in  that  place 

Ther  he  ia  hurt*  /  this  is  as  muche  to  seyn 

Ye  moote  /  with  the  plat  swerd  ageyn  164 

Strike  hym  in  the  wounde  /  and  it  wol  close 

This  is  a  verray  sooth  /  with  outen  glosc 

It  failleth  nat*  whils  it  is  in  youre  hoold 

IF  And  whan  this  knyght*  hath  thus  his  tale  toold         168 

He  rideth  out  of  halle  /  and  doun  he  lighte 

His  steede  /  which  pat  shoon  /  as  sonne  brighte 

Stant  in  the  court*  stille  as  any  stoon 

This  knyght*  is  to  his  chambre  lad  anoon  172 

And  is  vnarmed  /  and  vn  to  mete  yset* 

IF  The  presentes  /  been  /  ful  roially  yfet* 

This  is  to  seyn  /  the  swerd  and  the  Mirour 

And  bom  anon  /  in  to  the  heighe  Tour  176 

With  certeine  officers  /  ordeyned  therlbre 

And  vn  to  Canacee  /  this  ryng*  was  bore 

Solempnely  /  ther  she  sit/  at  the  table 

But  sikerly  /  with  outen  any  fable  180 
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The  hora  of  bras  /  fat  may  nat  be  remowed 

It  stant*  as  it  were  /  to  the  ground  ygleweil 

Ther  may  no  man  /  out  of  the  place  it  dryue 

ffor  noon  engyn  /  of  wyndas  ne  polyue  184 

And  cause  why  ®/  for  they  kan  nat  the  craft* 

And  therfore  /  in  the  place  /  they  han  it*  lafb* 

Til  pat  the  knygtif  hath  taugtit  hem  the  manere 

To  voyden  hym  /  as  ye  shal  after  heere  188 

Greet  was  the  prees  /  pat  swarmeth  to  and  fro 
To  gauren  on  this  hors  /  that  stondeth  so 
iibr  it  so  heigh  was  /  and  so  brood  and  long* 
So  wel  proporcioned  /  for  to  been  strong*  192 

Eight*  as  it  were  /  a  steede  of  Lumbardye 
Ther- with  so  horsly  /  and  so  quyk  of  eye 
As  it  a  gentil  Poilleys  Courser  were  o«if  m,  bMkj 

Ifor  cartes  /  fro  his  tayl  /  vn  to  his  ere  19(5 

Nature  ne  Art*  ne  koude  hym  nat  amende 
In  no  degree  /  as  al  the  peple  wende 
But  cueremoore  /  hir  mooste  wonder  was 
How  fat  it  koude  go  /  and  was  of  bras  200 

It  was  a  ffairye  /  as  al  the  peple  semed 
Diuc;*se  folk  /  diucrsely  they  demed 
As  many  heddes  /  as  manye  wittcs  ther  been 
They  murmt/reden  /  as  dooth  a  swarm  of  Been  204 

And  maden  skiles  /  after  hir  fantasies 
Eehersynge  /  of  thise  olde  poetries 

And  seyde  /  that  it  was  lyk  the  Pegasee         n  J.  •qw  pcsbmus 
The  hors  /  pat  hadde  wynges  for  to  flee  208 

Or  elles  /  it  was  the  Grekes  hors  Synon) 
That  broghte  Troie  to  destmccion) 
As  men  /  in  thise  olde  geestes  rede 

If  Myn  herte  quod  oon  /  is  eueremoore  in  drede  212 

I  trowe  /  som  men  of  Armas  been  ther  Inne 
That  shapen  hem  /  this  Citee  for  to  wynne 
It  were  right  good  /  pat  al  swich  thyng  were  kimwc 
IT  Another  rowned  /  to  his  folawe  lowe  216 
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And  seyde  be  lyeth  /  it  is  rather  lyk* 

An  apparence  /  ymaad  by  som  Magyk* 

As  logelours  pleyen  /  at  tbise  feestes  grete 

Of  sondry  doutes  /  thus  tbey  langle  and  trete  220 

As  lewed  peple  /  demetb  comimly 

Of  tbynges  /  fat  been  maad  /  moore  subtiUy 

Than  tbey  kan  /  in  bir  lewednesse  co?Hprebende 

Tbey  demen  gladly  /  to  tbe  badder  ende  224 

IT  Aiid  Bomme  of  bem  /  wondred  on  tbe  Mirour 

Tbat  bom  was  vp  /  in  to  tbe  bye  tour 

Hon  men  mygbte  in  it  /  swicbe  tbynges  se 

If  Anotber  answerde  /  and  seyde  it  mygbte  wel  be        228 

Naturelly  /  by  composiciofis 

Of  Anglis  /  and  of  slye  reflexiofts 

And  seyden  /  pat  in  Home  was  swicb  oon 

Tbey  speken  /  of  Alocen  and  Vitulon)  232 

And  Aristotle  /  tbat  writen  in  bir  lyues 

Of  queynte  Mirours  /  and  of  prospectiues 

As  knowen  tbey  /  tbat  ban  bir  bookes  ben) 

If  And  oother  folk'  ban  wondred  on  tbe  swen)  23G 

That  wolde  percen  /  tburgb  out  euery  thyng* 

And  fille  in  speche  /  of  Tbelopbus  tbe  kyng* 

And  of  Acbilles  /  witb  bis  queynte  spere 

flfor  be  koiide  with  if  bothe  beele  and  dere  240 

Right*  in  swich  wise  /  as  men  may  with  tbe  swerdf 

Of  which  right  now  /  ye  ban  youre  seluen  here) 

They  speken  /  of  sondry  hardyng*  of  metal  [leaf  imj 

And  speke  of  medicynes  /  ther  with  al  244 

And  how  and  whanne  /  it  sbolde  yliarded  be 

Which  is  vnknowe  /  algates  vnto  me 

If  Tho  speeke  they  /  of  Canacees  ryng* 

And  seyden  alle  /  pat  swich  a  wonder  thyng*  248 

Of  craft*  of  rynges  /  berde  they  neuere  noon 

Saue  pat  he  Moyses  /  and  kyng*  Salomon) 

Hadde  a  name  of  konnyng*  in  swicb  Art* 

Thus  seyn  the  peple  /  and  drawen  hem  apart*  252 
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^^1            f  Bat  natheleos  /  soiiime  seidcn  jint  it  ivaa 

^^M            Wonder/  to  makcn  /  of  fem  Asah™  glaa 

^^H            And  yet  nys  glue  /  iiat  lyk'  A^^sLen  of  feni 

^^H            But  for  they  ban  /  knowen  it  so  fern 

260 

^^H            Therfore  /  cesseth  /  hir  lau^lyng*  aitd  lib  wonder 

^^M            H  An  eoore  wondren  aomme  /  on  cause  of  thonder 

^^H            On  ebbe  /  on  flood  /  on  gossomer  /  and  on  mysV 

^^M            And  on  olio  tliyng'  til  fat  the  cause  is  wysf 

200 

^^H            Thus  langle  they  /  and  doiuun  und  deuyse 

^^H            Til  }at  the  kyng*  gnn  fro  the  tiord  aiyse 

^H            'pbebds  /  hatb  laff  the  Angle  meridional 
^^H            J.     And  yet  aaccndyiigu  /  waa  the  lieeat  iviul 

2G4 

^^H            The  gentU  loon)  /  with  his  Aldrian                        i:aid;n>i>  kimj                     "^ 

^^M            Whan  ]){it  this  Tartre  kyng'  Combytiskaii) 

^H            liooa  fro  his  bonl  /  tl>er  that  he  sat  ful  hye 

^^1            Toforn  bym  gootb  /  the  loude  Mj-nstralt^ye 

268 

^H            TU  be  cam  /  to  his  chambre  of  pnreinentz 

^^H            Ther  aa  tbey  eowaen  /  diuerse  In^trunieutz 

^B            That  it  is  /  lyk  an  heuene  for  to  beero 

^^H            Now  daimcen  /  lusty  Venus  children  deere 

273 

^^H            iTor  in  the  fyasK  /  hir  lady  sat  ful  hye 

^^M           And  looketb  on  bem  /  with  a  freendly  eye 

^^H            ^  This  noble  kyng*  is  set  vp  in  his  Trone 

^^M           This  Btrange  knyghf  is  fet  to  byin  ful  soone 

276 

^^M           And  on  the  daunce  /  be  gootl)  with  Canauee 

^H            Ueer«  ia  the  reuel  /  and  the  lolitee 

^^H            That  is  nat  abb-  /  a  dul  man  to  deuysn 

^^H            He  moste  ban  knowen  /  loue  and  bis  seniyne 

280 

^^M           And  been  a  feeetlyith  man  /  as  frc^fi  as  May 

^^H            lliat  eholde  yow  /  deuysen  swich  array 

^^H           4  Who  koude  telle  yow  /  the  fomiu  of  daunccs 

^^H            Ho  vnkouthe  /  and  so  fr«8slle  contenauncea 

284       ^^ 

^^H            ffor  drede  /  of  lolouse  mennes  ap^reeyuyngea  ? 

^^^^1 

^^M           >'o  man  hut  launcelef  and  )ie  is  deed 

^^^^B 

^^m            Tlierfor''  I  pasae  /  of  al  this  lustihMil 

28a             1 
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I  sey  namoore  /  but  in  this  lolynesse 

I  lete  hem  /  til  men  to  the  soper  dresse 

IT  The  Styward  bit*  Spices  for  to  hye  [ieafi22,uck} 

And  eek  the  wyn  /  in  al  this  melodye  292 

The  Ysshers  /  and  the  squiers  been  ygoon 

The  spices  and  the  wyn  is  come  anoon 

They  ete  and  drynke  /  and  whan  this  hadde  an  ende 

Vn  to  the  temple  /  as  reson  was  they  wende  296 

IT  The  sendee  doon  /  they  soupen  al  by  day 

What  nedeth  me  /  rehercen  hire  array 

Ech  man  woot  wel  /  pat  a  kynges  feeste 

Hath  plentee  /  to  the  mooste  and  to  the  leeste  300 

And  deyntees  /  mo  /  than  been  in  my  knowyng* 

At  after  soper/  gooth  this  noble  kyng* 

To  seen  this  hors  of  bras  /  with  al  the  route 

Of  lordes  /  and  of  ladyes  hym  aboute  304- 

IT  Swich  wondryng*  was  ther  on  this  hors  of  bras 

That  syn  the  grete  sege  /  of  Troie  wa^ 

Ther  as  men  wondreden  /  on  an  hors  also 

Ne  was  thdr  swich  a  wondiyng*  as  was  tho  308 

But  fynally  /  the  kyng*  axeth  this  knyghf 

The  vertu  of  this  Courser  /and  the  myghf 

Aud  preyde  hym  /  to  telle  his  gouernauwce 

if  This  hors  anoon  /  bigan  to  trippe  and  dauwce  312 

Wlian  that  tliis  knyght*  leyde  hand  vp  on  his  reyue 

And  seyde  sire  /  ther  is  namoore  to  seyne 

But  whan  yow  list*  to  ryden  any  where 

Ye  mooten  trille  a  pyn  /  stant  in  his  ere  316 

Which  I  shal  yow  telle  /  bitwix  vs  two 

Ye  moote  nempne  hym  /  to  what  place  also 

Or  to  what  con  tree  /  pat  yow  list  to  ryde 

And  whan  ye  come  /  ther  as  yow  list  abyde  320 

Bidde  hym  descende  /  and  trille  another  pjm 

ffor  ther  lith  /  theffect*  of  al  the  gyn 

And  he  wol  doun  descende  /  and  doon  youre  wille 

And  in  that  place  /  he  wol  stonde  stille  32^ 
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Though  al  the  world  /  the  contrarie  hadde  yswore 

He  shal  nat  thennes  /  been  ydrawe  nor  yliore 

Or  if  yow  list*  bidde  hym  thennes  goon 

Trille  this  pyn  /  and  he  wol  yanysshe  anoon  328 

Out  of  the  sighte  /  of  euery  maner  wight* 

And  come  agayn  /  be  it  day  or  nyghf 

Whan  Jwit  yow  list*  to  clepen  hym  ageyn 

In  swich  a  gyse  /  as  I  shal  to  yow  seyn  332 

Bitwixe  yow  and  me  /  and  that  ful  soone 

Hide  whan  yow  list*  ther  is  namoore  to  doone 

IT  Enformed  /  whan  the  kyng  was/  of  that  knyght* 

And  hath  conceyued  /  in  his  wit  aright*  336 

The  manere  /  and  the  forme  /  of  al  this  thyng* 

Thus  glad  and  blithe  /  this  noble  kyng* 

Kepeireth  to  his  reuel  /  as  bifom  Omf  issj 

IT  The  brydel  /  is  /  vn  to  the  tour  ybom  340 

And  kept  among  hise  lueles  /  leeue  and  deero 

The  hors  vanysshed  I  noot/  in  what  manere 

Out  of  hir  sighte  /  ye  gete  namoore  of  me 

But  thus  I  lete  /  in  lust*  and  lolitee  344 

This  Cambynskan  /  hise  lordes  festeiynge 

Til  wel  ny  /  the  day  bigan  to  sprynge 

If  Explicit  prima  pars  ^ 

1[  Sequitt/r  pars  secanda  (^ 

The  Norice  of  digestioun  /  the  sleeps 
Gan  on  hem  wynke  /  and  bad  hem  taken  kcep^; 
That  muchel  drynke  /  and  labour  wolde  han  resUi 
And  with  a  galpyng*  mouth  /  hem  alle  he  koste 
And  seyde  /  it  was  tyme  to  lye  adoun 
ffor  blood  /  was  in  his  domynacioun  352 

Cherisseth  blood  /  natures  freend  quod  he 
They  thanken  hym  galpynge  /  by  two  /  by  thrc 
And  enerj  wight  /  gan  drawe  hym  to  his  re&to 
As  sleeps  hem  bad  /  they  tooko  it  for  the  l>csto  356 
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IT  Hire  dremes  /  shiil  nat  been  ytoold  for  me 

fful  were  hire  beddes  /  of  fumosiiee 

Tbat  causetb  dreem  /  of  wbicb  tber  nys  no  charge 

They  slepen  /  til  that  it  was  pryme  large  360 

The  mooste  part*  but  it  were  Canacee 

She  was  ful  mesurable  /  as  wommen  be 

ffor  of  hir  fader  /  hadde  she  take  leue 

To  goon  to  reste  /  soone  after  it  was  cue  364 

Hir  liste  naf  appalled  for  to  be 

Ne  on  the  morwe  /  vnfeestlich  for  to  se 

And  slepte  hire  firste  sleepe  /  and  thanne  awook/ 

ffor  swich  a  ioye  /  she  in  hir  herte  took  368 

Bothe  of  hir  queynte  ryng*  and  hire  Mirour 

That  twenty  tyme  /  she  changed  hir  colour 

And  in  hire  sleepe  /  right  for  impressioil 

Of  hire  Mirour/  she  hadde  Avisiofl  372 

Wherfore  /  er  fat  the  sonne  gan  vp  glyde 

She  cleped  /  on  hir  Maistresse  /  hire  bisydo 

And  sej'^de  /  that  hire  liste  for  to  ryse 

If  Thise  olde  wommen  /  fat  been  gladly  wyso  376 

As  hire  Maistresse  /  answerde  hire  anon 

And  seyde  madame  /  whider  wil  ye  goon 

Thus  erly  /  for  the  folk/  been  alle  on  reste 

IF  I  wol  quod  she  arise  /  for  me  leste  380 

Ko  lenger  for  to  slepe  /  and  walke  aboute  n«*f  la-i,  bacV] 

IF  Hire  Maistresse  /  clepeth  wommen  /  a  greet  route 

And  vp  they  rysen  /  wel  an  ten  /  or  twelue 

Vp  riseth  /  fresshe  Canacee  /  hir  selue  384 

As  rody  and  bright  /  as  dooth  the  yonge  sonne 

That  in  the  Ram  /  is  foure  degrees  vp  ronne 

Koon  hyer  was  he  /  whan  she  redy  was 

And  forth  she  walketh  /  esily  a  pas  388 

Arrayed  /  after  the  lusty  seson)  soote 

Lightly  for  to  pleye  /  and  walke  on  foote 

Nat  but  vfiih  fyue  or  sixe  /  of  hir  meynee 

And  in  a  trench  /  forth  in  the  park*  gooth  she  302 
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^H 

^^1                  QBuuF  e.  %  2.  wtuiEE'a  TALE.  BUeimCTe  vs. 

^^^1 

^H            ^I  The  vapour  /  which  fat  fro  Uie  erthe  glow! 

^H 

^^H            Made  tbe  aotmo  /  U>  seme  tody  and  brood 

^^1            But  nathiilees  /  it  was  so  fair  a  sig&te 

^^1            niat  it  laaJo  /  alio  hire  berths  for  to  ligfito 

390 

^^H            'U'hat  fur  the  bchou)  /  aud  the  morwenynge 

^^H            And  for  the  foncles  /  that  she  lierde  eynge 

^^H           fibr  riglit  ouon  /  she  wiste  what  they  niente 

^^H           fiigbt  by  hir  soug-  and  knew  aX  hire  entonto 

4U0 

^^m           %  The  knotlB  /  why  \ai  eun-y  lalo  is  toolt* 

^H           If  it  be  tariud  /  til  that  lust  be  cool<I 

^^H            Of  hem  ^at  h&u  /  it  oflet  horkncd  yoora 

^^H            The  sauour  passeth  /  eun-  longoT  the  moim 

m 

^^B             U'or  fulaomuesso  /  of  hia  proUxitee 

^M 

^H             Aud  by  the  same  resofl  /  thynketh  me 

^M 

^^^            I  eholdc  /  to  the  knotte  /  coudeece&de 

^1 

^^H            And  maken  of  hir  wcdkyng*  soone  an  ende 

403                      ^ 

^^1               i    mydde  a  trc«  /  fordryed  /  as  whit  m  L-holk- 
^^1            J\.  As  CaaEicee  /  was  pleyjiig'  in  hir  walk* 

J 

^^P            Ther  sal  a  tTaucon)  /  ouer  hire  heed  ful  hye 

1 

^^H            That  with  a  pilous  voys  /  ao  gan  to  cryo 

iV2         ^J 

^^1            That  all  the  wode  /  resouned  of  hire  cry 

^^1            Ybcten  hath  ahe  hii  self  /  so  pitously 

^H 

^^H            With  bothe  hir  wynges  /  til  the  rede  blood 

^H 

^^B            lUn  endelong  the  tree  /  ther  she  stood 

(16                     1 

^^H            And  euere  in  oon  /  she  crydo  alwey  and  shrighto 

^^H            And  with  hir  beek  /  hir  eeluen  so  she  prig&to 

^^1            That  ther  nya  Tygre  /  nc  noon  so  crueel  beest- 

^^1            That  dwelleth  /  outher  in  wode  or  in  fforesf 

42» 

^^1            That  nolde  ban  wopf  if  yaK  she  wepe  koude 

^^H            ffor  sorwe  of  hire  /  she  slirighte  alwoy  so  loude 

^^M           (Tor  ther  naa  ncupre  man  /  yet  on  Ij-ue 

^^H           If  )iat  1  koude  /  a  flaucou)  wd  diacrjue 

434 

^^H           That  horde  of  swich  another  of  faimesse 

^^1           As  wel  of  plumage  /  as  of  genliUwite 

^^1           Ur  6hsp«  /  and  a]  that  myghte  yrokened  )« 

^^H           A  ffaucon}  peregryn)  /  thanne  semcd  she 

Hi 

^^1                                                  EU.t»MtBE   ^U   1.0-T.  Ufl) 
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Of  fremde  Lan^  /  and  eueremoore  aa  she  stood'  [loaf  i24j 

She  swowneth  now  and  now  /  for  lakke  of  hloodf 

Til  wel  neigh  /  is  she  fallen  fro  the  tree 

If  This  faire  kynges  doghter  Canacee  432 

That  on  hir  fynger/  haar  the  queynte  ryng* 

Thurgh  which  /  she  vnderstood  wel  euery  thyng* 

That  any  fowel  /  may  in  his  leden  seyn 

And  koude  answeren  hym  /  in  his  ledene  ageyn  43 G 

Hath  vnderstonde  /  what  this  fiaucon)  seyde 

And  wel  neigh  /  for  the  routhe  /  almoost  she  deyde 

And  to  the  tree  /  she  gooth  ful  hastily 

And  on  this  fifaukon)  /  looketh  pitously  440 

And  heeld  hir  lappe  ahrood  /  for  wel  she  wiste 

The  ffaukon  /  moste  fallen  fro  the  twiste 

Whan  pat  it  swowned  nexf  for  lakke  of  hloodf 

A  longe  while  /  to  way  ten  hire  she  stood  444 

Til  atte  laste  /  she  spak*  in  this  manere 

Vn  to  the  hauk*  as  ye  shal  after  heere 

IT  What  is  the  cause  /  if  it  he  for  to  telle 

That  ye  he  /  in  this  furial  pyne  of  helle  448 

Quod  Canacee  /  vn  to  the  liauk/  ahoue 

Is  this  for  sorwe  of  deeth  /  or  los  of  loue 

ffor  as  I  trowe  /  thise  been  causes  two 

That  causeth  nioost*  a  gen  til  herte  wo  452 

Of  oother  harm  /  it  nedeth  nat  to  speke 

ffoi  ye  youre  self  /  vpon  your  self  yow  wreke 

Which  proueth  wel  /  that  outher  loue  or  drede 

Moot  been  enchesoii  /  of  youre  cruel  dede  456 

Syn  fat  I  see  /  noon  oother  wight  yow  chace 

flfor  loue  of  god  /  as  dooth  youre  seluen  grace 

Or  what  may  been  youre  helpc  /  for  Wesf  nor  Est* 

Ne  saugh  I  neuere  er  now  /  no  bryd  ne  beest^  460 

That  ferde  with  hym  self  /  so  pitously 

Ye  sle  me  with  youre  sorwe  verraily 

I  haue  of  yow  /  so  greet  passioun 

ffor  goddes  loue  /  com  fro  the  tree  adoun  464 
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And  as  I  am  /  a  kynges  dog&ter  trewe 

If  fat  I  verraily  /  the  cause  knewe 

Of  youre  disese  /  if  it  lay  in  my  mygfit* 

I  wolde  amenden  it*  er  pat  it  were  nyg&f  468 

As  wisly  helpe  me  /  the  grete  god  of  k3mde 

And  herbes  /  shal  I  right  ynowe  yfynde 

To  heele  with  /  youre  hurtes  hastily 

If  Tho  shrighte  this  ffaucon)  /  moore  yet  pitously  472 

Than  eu^r  she  dide  /  and  fil  to  grounde  anon 

And  lith  aswowne  deed  /  and  lyk  a  stoon 

Til  Canacee  /  hath  in  hire  lappe  hire  take 

Vn  to  the  tyme  /  she  gan  of  swough  awake  476 

If  And  after  that*  she  of  hir  swough  gan  breyde    i}mt  \u,  teck] 

Ei^t  in  hir  haukes  ledene  /  thus  she  seydo 

That  pitee  /  renneth  soone  in  gentil  herte 

ffeelynge  his  similitude  /  in  peynes  smerte  480 

Is  preued  al  day  /  as  men  may  see 

As  wel  by  werk*  as  by  Auctoritee 

ffor  gentil  herte  /  kithcth  gentillesse 

I  se  wel  /  ye  han  of  my  distresse  484 

Compassion)  /  my  faire  Canacee 

Of  verray  wommanly  benignytee 

That  nature  /  in  youre  principles  hath  yset* 

But  for  noon  hope  /  for  to  fare  the  bet*  4  SB 

But  for  obeye  /  vn  to  youre  herte  free 

And  for  to  maken  othere  /  be  war  by  me 

As  by  the  whelpe  /  chasted  is  the  leon) 

Right  for  that  cause  /  and  for  that  conclusion)  492 

Whil  ^t  I  haue  /  a  leyser  and  a  space 

Myn  harm  /  I  wol  confessen  er  I  pace 

If  And  euere  /  whil  ^t  oon  hir  sorwe  tolde 

That  oother  weepe  /  as  she  to  water  wolde  496 

Til  that  the  ffaucon)  /  bad  hii«  to  be  stille 

And  wttA  a  syk*  /  right  thus  she  seyde  hir  willc 

If  That  I  was  bred  /  alias  that  hanle  day 

And  fostred  in  a  Koche  /  of  ^farbid  gray  500 
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So  tendrely  /  that  no  thyng  eyled  me 

I  nyste  naf  what  was  Aduersitee 

Til  I  koude  flee  ful  hye  /  vnder  the  sky 

Tho  dwelte  /  a  Tercelef  me  faste  by  504 

That  semed  welle  /  of  alle  gentillesse 

Al  were  he  ful  of  tresos)  /  and  falsnesse 

It  was  so  wrapped  /  vnder  humble  cheere 

And  vnder  hewe  of  trouthe  /  in  swich  manere  508 

Vnder  plesance  /  and  vnder  bisy  peyne 

That  I  ne  koude  han  wend  /  he  koude  feyne 

So  depe  in  greyn  /  he  dyed  his  colours 

Eight  as  a  serpent*  hit  hym  vnder  floures  512 

Til  he  may  seen  /  his  tyme  /  for  to  byte 

Eight  so  this  god  of  loue  /  this  ypociy te 

Dooth  so  hise  cerymonyes  and  obeisaf&ces 

And  kepeth  in  semblanf  alle  hise  obseruafices  516 

That  sowneth  /  in  to  gentillesse  of  loue 

As  in  a  toumbe  /  id  al  the  faire  aboue 

And  vnder  is  the  corps  /  swich  as  ye  woot* 

Swich  was  the  ypocrite  /  bothe  coold  and  hoot*  520 

And  in  this  wise  /  he  serued  his  entente 

That  saue  the  fcend  /  noon  wiste  what  he  mente 

Tn  he  so  longe  /  hadde  wopen  and  compleyned 

And  many  a  yeer  /  his  sendee  to  me  feyned  524 

Til  that  myn  herte  /  to  pitous  and  to  nyce  [i«if  155] 

Al  Innocent*  of  his  corouned  malice 

tfor-ferd  of  his  deeth  /  as  thoughte  me 

Vpon  hise  othes  /  and  his  souretee  528 

Graunted  hym  loue  /  vp  on  this  condicio^m 

That  eucremoore  /  myn  honowr  and  reno?/n 

Were  saued  /  bothe  pnuee  and  apert* 

This  is  to  seyn  /  that  after  his  desert*  532 

I  yaf  hym  al  myn  herte  /  and  my  thoghf 

God  woot  and  he  /  fat  ootherwise  noghf 

And  took  his  herte  /  in  chaunge  for  myn  for  ay 

But  sooth  is  seyd  /  goon  si  then  many  a  day  536 
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A  trewe  wigl&t  and  a  tbeef*  thenken  nat  oon 

And  whan  he  saugh  /  the  thyng  so  fer  ygoon 

That  I  hadde  graunted  hym  /  fully  my  loue 

In  swich  a  gyse  /  as  I  haue  seyd  aboue  540 

And  yeuen  hym  /  my  trewe  herte  as  free 

As  he  swoor  /  he  yaf  his  herte  to  me  • 

Anon  this  Tigre'/  ful  of  doublenesse 

fill  on  hise  knees  /  with  so  deuout  humblesse  544 

With  so  heigh  reuerence  /  and  as  by  his  cheere 

So  lyk*  a  gentil  louvre  /  of  manere 

So  rauysshed  /  as  it  semed  for  the  loye 

That  neucre  TroilM*  /  ne  Parys  of  Troye  548 

lason)  certes  /  ne  noon  oother  man 

Syn  Lameth  was  /  ])at  alderfirst  bigan 

To  louen  two  /  as  writen  folk  bifom 

Ne  neuere  /  syn  the  firste  man  was  bom  652 

Ne  koude  man  /  by  twenty  thousand  part* 

Countrefete  /  the  Sophymes  of  his  Art* 

Ne  were  worthy  /  vnbokelen  his  galoche 

Ther  doublenesse  /  or  feynyng*  sholde  approche  556 

Ne  so  koude  thanke  a  wight  /  as  he  dide  me 

His  manere  /  was  an  heuene  for  to  see 

Til  any  womman  /  were  she  nener  so  wys 

So  peynted  he  /  and  kembde  at  point  deuys  560 

As  wel  hise  wordes  /  as  his  contenafice 

And  I  loued  hym  /  for  his  obeisaflce 

And  for  the  trouthe  /  I  demed  in  his  herte 

That  if  so  were  /  that  any  thyng  hym  smerte  564 

Al  were  it  neuei*  so  lite  /  and  I  it  wiste 

Me  thoughte  /  I  felte  deeth  myn  herte  twiste 

And  shortly  /  so  ferforth  /  this  thyng  is  went* 

That  my  wyl  /  was  his  willes  Instnimenf  568 

This  is  to  seyn  /  my  wyl  obeyed  his  wyl 

In  alle  thyng*  as  fer  as  reson)  fil 

Kepynge  the  boundes  /  of  my  worships  enere 

Ne  neuere  hadde  I  thyng*  so  lief  ne  leuere  572 
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As  hym  god  woof  ne  neuereshal  namo  tieafita^iwck} 

This  lasteth  lenger/  than  a  yeer  or  two 

That  I  supposed  of  hym  /  noght  but  good 

But  finally  /  thus  atte  laste  it  stood  57G 

That  ffortune  wolde  /  Jat  he  moste  twynne 

Out  of  that  place  /  which  fat  I  was  Line 

Wher  me  was  wo  /  that  is  no  question 

I  kau  nat*  make  of  it  discripsiofl  580 

flfor  0  thyng  dare  I  tellen  boldely 

I  knowe  /  what  is  the  peyne  of  deeth  ther  by 

Swich  hanne  I  felte  /  for  I  ne  myghte  bileue 

So  on  a  day  /  of  me  he  took  his  leue  584 

So  sorwefully  eek*  that  I  wende  verraily 

That  he  had  felt*  as  muche  harm  as  I 

Whan  Jat  I  herde  hym  speke  /  and  saugh  his  hewe 

But  nathelees  /  I  thoughte  /  he  was  so  trewe  588 

And  eek*  fat  he  /  repaire  sholde  ageyn 

With  Inne  a  litel  while  /  sooth  to  seyn 

And  rcsofi  wolde  eek*  that  he  moste  go 

if  or  his  honour  /  as  ofte  it  happeth  so  592 

That  I  made  yerin  /  of  necessitee 

And  took  it  wel  /  syn  fat  it  moste  be 

As  I  best  myghtc  /  I  hidde  fpo  hym  my  sorwe 

And  took  hym  by  the  bond  /  seint  lohn  to  borwe         59 G 

And  seyde  hym  thus  /  lo  I  am  youres  al 

Beth  swich  /  as  I  to  yow  /  haue  been  and  shal 

AVhat  he  answerde  /  it  nedeth  noght  reherce 

Who  kan  sey  bet  than  he  /  who  kan  do  werse  600 

Whan  he  hath  al  seyd  /  thanne  hath  he  doon 

Therfore  bihoueth  hire  /  a  ful  long  spoon 

That  shal  ete  with  a  feend  /  thus  herde  I  seye 

So  atte  laste  /  he  moste  forth  his  weye  604 

And  forth  he  fleeth  /  til  he  cam  ther  hym  leste 

Whan  it  cam  /  hym  to  pwrpos  /  for  to  reste 

I  trowe  /  he  hadde  /  thilke  t^xt  in  mynde 

That  alio  thyng*  repcirynge  to  his  kynde  608 

ELLF.SMERE   329    (6-T.  496) 


49G   SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  F.  §  2.  sQuiRs's  TALE.  Ellesmere  MS. 

Gladeth  hym  self*  thus  soyn  men  as  I  gesse  ^^^  "***  '*"«"^ 

Men  loueu  of  propre  kynde  uewefangelnesse 

As  briddes  doon  /  that  men  in  cages  fade 

£for  though  thou  nyght  ajid  day  /  take  of  hem  hede      012. 

And  strawe  hii  Cage  /  faire  and  softe  as  silk* 

And  yeue  hem  sugre  /  hony  /  breed  and  Milk* 

Yet  right  anon  /  as  that  his  dore  is  vppe 

He  \yitk  his  feet*  wol  spurne  adoun  his  cuppe  616 

And  to  the  wode  he  wole  and  wormes  ete 

So  newefangel  /  been  they  of  hire  mete 

And  louen  nouelne  /  of  propro  kynde 

No  gentillesse  of  blood  /  may  hem  bynde  620 

IF  So  ferde  this  Tercelef  alias  the  day  cUftf  i26] 

Though  he  were  ^fentil  born  /  fressh  and  gay 

And  goodlich  for  to  seen  /  humble  and  free 

lie  saugh  vp  on  a  tyme  a  kyte  flee  624 

And  sodeynly  /  he  loued  this  kyte  so 

That  al  his  loue  /  is  clene  fi*o  me  ago 

And  hath  his  trouthe  /  falsed  in  this  wyse 

Thus  hath  the  kyte  /  my  loue  in  hirt;  seruyse  628 

And  I  am  lorn  /  with  outen  remedio 

And  with  that  wordf  /  this  fifaucon)  gan  to  crio 

And  swowned  eft/  in  Canacees  barm 

IF  Greet  was  the  sorwe  /  for  the  haukcs  harm  632 

That  Canacee  /  and  alle  hir  woinmen  made 

They  nyste  /  hou  they  myghte  the  ffaucon)  glade 

But  Canacee  /  hom  bereth  hire  in  hir  lappe 

And  softely  /  in  piastres  gan  hire  wrappe  636 

Ther  as  she  /  with  hire  beek  hadde  hurt  hir  seluc 

Now  kan  nat  Canacee  /  but  herbes  dclue 

Out  of  the  ground  /  and  make  saues  newe 

Of  herbes  preciouse  /  and  f}Tie  of  hewe  640 

To  heelen  with  this  [hauk]  /  fro  day  to  nyght* 

She  dooth  hire  bisynesse  /  and  hire  fulle  myght* 

And  by  hire  beddos  heed  /  she  made  a  Mewe 

And  couered  if  with  veluettes  blewe  644 
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In  sigue  of  trouthe  /  that  is  in  wommen  sene 

And  al  with  oute  the  Mewe  /  is  peynted  grene 

In  which  ther  were  ypeynted  /  alle  thise  false  fowles 

As  beth  thise  tidjiies  /  tercelottes  and  Owles  648 

Eig&t  for  despit*  were  peynted  hem  bisyde 

And  pyes  on  hem  /  for  to  crie  and  chydo 

IF  Thus  lete  I  Canacee  /  hir  hauk  kepyng* 

I  wol  namoore  as  now  /  speke  of  hir  ryng*  652 

Til  it  come  eft  to  purpos  for  to  seyn 

How  that  this  ffaucon)  /  gat  hire  loue  ageyn 

Eepentant*  as  the  storie  telleth  ys 

By  mediacion)  of  Cambalus  656 

The  kynges  sone  /  of  which  I  yow  tolde 

But  hennes  forth  /  I  wol  my  proces  holde 

To  speken  of  auentures  /  and  of  batailles 

That  neuere  yef  was  herd  /  so  grete  me/oiailles  660 

IF  ffirst  wol  I  telle  yow  /  of  Cambynskan 

That  in  his  tyme  /  many  a  Citee  wan 

And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Algarsif* 

How  that  he  wan  Theodera  to  his  wif  664 

flbr  whom  ful  ofte  /  in  greet  peril  lie  was 

Ke  hadde  he  be  liolpen  /  by  tlie  steede  of  bras 

And  after  /  wol  I  speke  of  Cambalo 

That  faught  in  lystes  /  with  the  brotheren  two  ^68 

For  Canacee  /  er  that  he  myghte  hire  wynnc       Deaf  isn,  back] 

An  ther  I  lefte  /  I  wol  ayeyn  bigynno 

If  Explicit  secunda  pars  ^ 

^  Incipit  pars  tercia  ^ 


ppoUo  whirleth  vp  /  his  Chnar  so  bye 
Til  that'  the  god  /  Mercuvius  hous  the  slye       672 

[Rest  of  the  page  bh(7ilt] 
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^  Heere  folwen  the  wordes  of  the  ffrankelyn     n«in«7 
to  the  Squier  ^jj)  and  the  wordes  of  the  hoost*  to  tho 
ffrankelyn  ^ 

N  feith  Squier  /  thow  hast  thee  vrvl  yquit* 
And  gentilly  /  I  preise  wel  thy  wif 
Quod  the  ffrankeleyn  /  consideryiige  tliy  yowthe 
So  feelyngly  thou  spekesf  sire  I  allowotho  67C 

As  to  my  doom  /  ther  is  noon  that  is  heei*e 
Of  eloquence  /  that  shal  be  thy  peero 
If  that  thou  lyue  /  god  yeue  thee  good  chauuce 
And  in  vertu  /  sende  thee  continuaunce  680 

ffor  of  thy  speche  /  I  haue  greet  deyiitee 
I  haue  a  sone  /  and  by  the  Trinitee 
I  hadde  leuere  /  than  twenty  pound  worth  loinF 
Though  it  right  now  /  were  fallen  in  niyn  \wiuJf  G84 

He  were  a  man  /  of  swich  discreciofi 
As  that  ye  been  /  t'y  on  possession 
But  if  a  man  /  be  v<'/tuous  with  al 

1  haue  my  sone  snybbed  /  and  yet  sliid  CSS 

flbr  he  to  vertu  /  listneth  nat  entende 
But  for  to  pleye  at  dees  /  and  to  dcspende 
And  lese  al  that  he  hatli  /  is  his  vsage 
And  he  hath  leuero  /  talken  with  a  |)ajTe  692 

Than  to  comune  /  with  any  gentil  wight* 
There  he  myghte  leme  gentillesse  aright/ 
IF  Straw  for  youre  gentillesse  /  quod  our  boost* 
What  fiFrankeleyn  /  pa/dee  sire  wel  thou  woost'  696 

That  ech  of  yow  /  moot  tellen  atte  lesto 
A  tale  or  two  /  or  breken  his  biheste 
IF  That  knowe  I  wel  sire  /  <|uoil  the  ffrankel<*yn 
I  prey  yow  /  haueth  me  nat  in  desdeyn  700 
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Thougli  to  this  man  I  speko  'a  worM  or  twi 
V  Telle  on  thy  tale  /  with  outen  wordes  mo 
^  Gladly  sire  Loosf  quod  he  /  I  wole  oheye 
Vn  to  your  wyl  /  now  herkneth  what  I  seyt 
I  wol  jow  nat  contrarien  in  no  wyao 
As  fer  /  as  that  my  wittes  /  wol  euflyae 
I  prey  to  god  /  that  it  may  jjlesen  yow 
Thanne  woot  I  wel  /  that  it  is  good  ynow 
%  ExpliciU  ,5) 


[Ji  thera  U  ne  remn  in  thu  print  for  thi-  Latin  nottt  f»  tbs 
margin  of  tAe  MS,thegart  piU  here.ivitk  the  iiumber-i  of  the  line* 
(andpdfet  eftke  Six-Ttiet)  to  which  they  r^er.] 

p.  619, 1. 1387.  5  ArlBtocIides  Oroomeni  tiranii"«  adamauit  vir- 
giaent  EtjmpbHlldoM  que  can  patre  ocoiso  ad  tetupluix  diane  ft 
celera.     [MS,  leaf  134,  back.] 

p.  eid,  1.  1390.  ^  Nam  baadnibalij  vxor  captn  k  iooensa  vrbe 
cum  an  cemerat  a,  HotoaiiiB  capienda  &  eetera.     [MS,  If  134,  bk.] 

p.  6in,  1.  1405.  ^  primfi  ponBiQ  luoreciam  /  que  violate  pudioie 
DoJeoB  Bupn-uivere  maoulani  corpoi'U  oniore  deleuit^  [MS,  leaf 
134,  back.} 

p.  619,  i.  1409.  ^  Quts  valet  rilenoio  p/vterire  rij.  Mileaiaa  vir- 
gioes  qua  Gallomni  &  vftrra.      [MS,  leaf  131,  baok,] 

p.  619, 1.  1414.  ^  Senapho  in  Ciri  raaloria  scribit/  ioTancia  oo 
obo  HabradaM  Jc  Vetera.     [HS,  leaf  134,  back.] 

p.  520,  1.  1426,  ^  Demooionis  Ariopagitaram  prjacipis  virgo 
fllin  k.  cftera.     [MS,  leaf  135.] 

p.  620,  1.  1431.  ^  Nicbanor  victU  ThebiB  vniiu  oaptiue  virg[iiU 
mpentwj  ett.     [MS,  leaf  136.] 

p.  620, 1.  1434.  ^  Nairant  BcriptorcB  Qrecie  Ic  aliam  Thebamun 
virginem  &.  cetera.     [MS,  leaf  13fi.] 

p.  G20,  1.  1437.  ^  Quid  loquar  Micerati  ooniugom  pip  i«t|>aoieni 
iaiurte  viri  morlnn  &  cetera.     [MS,  l<!af  135.] 

p.  520,  1.  1442.  Alcesten  fabale  ferust  pro  marilo  Adamelo 
sponte  defuDctatit  /  et  Penolopes  pudiuia  Omrri  carmen  eit  [']. 
[HS,  leaf  136.] 

p.  620, 1.  1446,  ^  Lacedomia  quoque  poetarum  oreoantaturoc- 
cUo  apud  Troiam  ProtheMlao  &  cetura.     [MS,  leaf  135.] 

p.  b'iO,  I.  I4al.  Artbemeua  quoqvf  vxor  Mauseoli  iONgnispudicija 
fiilsBe  prohibetur  &  ceteia.     [MS,  leaf  135.] 

p. G21, 1. 1453.  Teuta/niioorHHtReginalicefcnf.  [US,Ieaf I.H5.] 

p.  521, 1,  1455.  ^  MeiHoranduBi  etrato  regulus.  'f  Vidi  Itomaes 
peuo  Barbare*  capitvlo  .xivj°.  primi.  ^  Item  Cornelia  &  actera, 
^  Imitentwr  g°  nupCe  Tbeanam  /  Cleobiliam  /  □urKim'/Thymoiliant/ 
Claudias  atqw  Cornelias  /  in  flae  libH  prlioi.     [MS,  leaf  136.] 

p.  621,  L  1466,  ^  Singulaa  haa  bietonaa  k  plures  banc  iQaterlam 
eonccmeutes  reoltat  beatua  IcTuniuiNi  oonlra  louiniaDUTii  in  primo 
Buolibro  najiitNlo  ,39°.     [MS,  leaf  136.]  [larOarrui'! 
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[THE  PROEM.] 
%  The  Prologe  /  of  the  firankeleyns  tale  ^   peaf  m.bk] 

THise  olde  gentil  Britoiis  /  in  hir  dayes 
Of  diuerse  auentarcs  /  maden  layes 
Eymeyed  /  in  hir  firste  Briton  tonge 
Whiche  layes  /  with  hir  Instrumentz  they  songe  712 

Or  ellea  redden  hem  /  for  hir  plesance 
And  oon  of  hem  /  haue  I  in  remembraiLce 
Which  I  shal  seyn  /  with  good  wyl  as  I  kan 
IF  Bat  sires  /  by  cause  I  am  a  burel  man  716 

At  my  bigynnyng*  first*  I  yow  biseche 
Haue  me  excuscxl  /  of  my  rude  specho 
I  lemed  nouere  Bethorik  certeyn 

Thyng  fat  I  speke  /  it  moot  be  bare  and  pleyn  720 

1  sleepa  neuere  /  on  the  Mount  of  Pemaso   JJJJubnl'iJrofJl 
Ne  lemed  /  Marcus  TulHus  Scithero  •  b!dS'i?USSi"~ 

Vti  1  -r  'I  It      moniiii  ■ompniim. 

Colours  ne  knowe  I  none  with  outen  drede 

But  swiche  colours  /  as  growen  in  the  Mede  724 

Or  elles  swiche  /  as  men  dye  or  peynte 

Colours  of  Rethoryk/  been  to  queynte 

My  spirit*  feeleth  noght*  of  swich  mateero 

But  if  yow  list*  my  tale  shul  ye  heere  728 


^  Heere  bigynneth  /  the  firankeleyns  tale  / 

N  Armorik/  that  called  is  Britayne 
Ther  was  a  knyght  /  )>at  loued  and  dide  his  payne 
To  seme  a  lady  /  in  his  beste  wise 
And  many  a  lalioiir  /  many  a  greet  emprise  732 
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He  for  his  lady  wrogfite  /  er  she  were  wonne 

flfor  she  was  /  oon  the  faireste  vnder  sonne 

And  eek  therto  /  coinen  of  so  heigh  kynrede 

That  wel  vnnethes  /  dorste  this  knyght  for  drede  736 

Telle  hire  his  wo  /  his  peyne  /  and  his  distresse 

But  atte  laste  /  she  for  his  worthynesse 

And  namely  /  for  his  meke  obeysance 

Hath  swich  a  pitee  caught*  of  his  penance  740 

That  pryuely  /  slie  fil  of  his  accordf 

To  take  hym  /  for  hir  housbonde  and  hir  loixf 

Of  swich  lordshipe  /  as  men  han  oner  hir  wyucs 

And  for  to  lode  /  the  moore  in  blisse  hir  lyues  744 

Of  his  free  wyl  /  lie  swoor  hire  as  a  knyght' 

That  neue^'e  in  al  his  lyf*  he  day  ne  nyghf 

Ne  sholde  vp  on  hym  /  take  no  maistrio 

Agayn  hir  wyl  /  ne  kithe  hire  lalousie  748 

But  hire  obeye  /  and  folwe  hir  wyl  in  al  [leaf  i28] 

As  any  louere  /  to  his  lady  shal 

JSaue  /  that  the  name  of  soueraynetee 

That  wolde  he  haue  /  for  shame  of  his  degree  752 

IF  She  thanked  hym  /  and  with  ful  greet  liunil)lesse 

She  seyde  sire  /  sith  of  youre  gentillesso 

Ye  profre  me  /  to  haue  so  large  a  reyne 

Xe  wolde  neu(?/'e  god  /  bitwixe  vs  twcyne  75(3 

As  in  my  gilt*  were  outher  werre  or  stryf/ 

Sire  /  I  wol  be  /  youre  humble  trewe  wyf^ 

Haue  beer  my  trouthe  /  til  J?at  myn  herto  bi-este 

Thus  been  they  /  bothe  in  (^uiete  and  in  reste  760 

IT  ffor  0  thyng  sires  /  saufly  dar  I  seye 

That  freendes  /  euerych  oother  moot  obeye 

If  they  wol  longe  /  holden  compaignye 

Loue  /  wol  nat  been  ccmstreyned  by  maistrye  764 

AVlian  maistrie  comtli  /  the  god  of  loue  anon 

Beteth  hisi;  wynges  /  and  farewel  he  is  iljou 

Loue  is  a  tliyng*  as  any  Spirit  free 

AVo//niien  of  kynde  /  desiren  libertee  768 
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And  nat/  to  been  constreyned  as  a  thral 

And  so  doon  men  /  if  I  sooth  seyen  shal 

Looke  /  who  ^ai  is  moost  pacient  in  loue 

He  is  /  at  his  auantate  al  aboue  772 

Pacience  /  is  an  heigh  vertu  certeyn 

£for  it  yenquysseth  /  as  thise  clerkes  seyn 

Thynges  /  pat  rigour  /  sholde  neuere  atteyne 

fFor  euery  word  /  men  may  nat/  chide  or  pleyne  776 

Lemeth  to  snfire  /  or  elles  so  moot  I  goon 

Ye  shul  it  leme  /  wher  so  ye  wole  or  noon 

ffor  in  tlus  world  certein  /  ther  no  wigKt  is 

That  he  ne  dooth  or  seith  /  som  tyme  amys  780 

Ire  /  siknesse  /  or  constellacion 

"Wyn  /  wo  /  or  chaungyiige  of  complexion 

Causeth  ful  ofte  /  to  doon  amys  or  speken 

On  euery  wrong*  a  man  may  nat  be  wreken  784 

After  the  tyme  /  moste  be  temperailce 

To  euoy  wighf  Jjt/t  kan  on  gouernaflce 

And  therfore  /  liiith  this  wise  worthy  knygfet* 

To  lyue  in  ese  /  suffrance  liire  bihight*  788 

And  she  to  hym  /  ful  wisly  gan  to  swero 

That  neuere  /  sholde  ther  be  defaute  in  here 

IT  Heore  may  men  seon  /  an  humble  wys  accord 

Thus  hath  she  take  /  hir  seruant*  and  hir  lord  792 

Seruant  in  love  /  and  lord  in  mariage 

Thanne  was  he  /  bothe  in  lonlshipe  and  seruage 

Seruage  f  nay  /  but  in  lonlshipe  aboue 

Sith  he  hath  /  bothe  his  lady  and  his  loue  796 

His  lady  certes  /  and  his  wyf  also  n«ftf  iis,  i»ck] 

The  which  /  fat  lawe  of  loue  acordeth  to 

And  whan  he  was  /  in  this  prospentee 

Hoom  w/tA  his  wyf  /  he  gooth  to  his  contrce  800 

Nat  fer  fro  Pedmark/  ther  his  dwellyng  was 

AVIiere  as  he  lyueth  /  in  blisso  and  in  sobis 

IF  Who  koude  telle  /  but  he  hadde  weiMod  bo 

The  ioye  /  the  ese  /  and  the  prosperitee  804 
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That  is  /  bitwixe  an  housbonde  /  and  his  wyf 

A  yeer  aud  moore  /  ksted  this  blisfol  lyf 

Til  ]>ai  the  knyg&t*  of  which  I  speke  of  thiis 

That  of  kaymid  /  was  cleped  Arueragus  808 

Shoope  hym  to  goon  /  and  dwelle  a  yeer  or  tweyne 

In  Engelonc)  /  that  cleped  was  eck  Briteyne 

To  seke  in  Armes  /  worshipe  and  honour 

ffor  al  his  lust*  he  sette  in  swich  labour  812 

And  dwelled  there  two  yeer  /  the  book*  seith  thus 

H  Now  wol  I  stynten  /  of  this  Arueragus 

And  speken  I  wole  /  of  Dorigene  his  wyf* 

That  loueth  hire  housbonde  /  as  hire  hertes  lyf*  816 

ffor  his  Absence  /  wepeth  she  and  siketh 

As  doon  thise  noble  wyues  /  whan  hem  likcth 

She  moornoth  /  waketh  /  wayleth  /  fasteth  /  pleynoth 

Desir  of  his  presence  /  hire  so  distroyneth  820 

That  al  this  wyde  world  /  she  sette  at  noghf 

Hire  freendes  /  whiche  Jat  knewe  hir  heuy  thoght* 

Conforton  liire  /  in  al  Jat  euer  they  may 

They  prcchen  hire  /  they  telle  hire  nyght  aud  day        824 

That  causelees  /  she  sleeth  hir  self  alias 

And  euery  confort*  possible  in  this  cas 

They  doon  to  liire  /  with  all  hire  bisynesse 

Al  /  for  to  make  hire  /  leue  hire  heuynesso  828 

IT  By  proces  /  as  ye  knowen  euerichoon 

Men  may  so  longe  /  grauen  in  a  stoon 

Til  som  figure  /  ther  Inne  emp7*ented  bo 

So  longe  han  they  conforted  hire  /  til  she  832 

Receyued  hath  /  by  hope  and  by  reson 

*The  emprentyng*  of  liire  consolacion 

Thurgh  which  /  hir  grcte  sorwe  gan  aswage 

She  may  nat  alwey  /  duren  in  swich  rage  83G 

H  And  eek  Arueragus  /  in  al  this  care 

Hath  sent  hire  Icttres  hoom  /  of  his  welfaro 

And  frtt  he  wol  come  hastily  agayn 

Or  elles  hadde  this  sorwe  /  hir  hert<;  sLiyu  640 
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IT  Hir6  freendes  sawe  /  hir  sorwe  gan  to  slake 

And  preyde  hire  on  knees  /  for  goddes  sake 

To  come  /  and  romen  hire  in  compaignye 

Awey  to  dryuo  /  hire  derke  fantasye  SH 

And  finally  /  she  graunted  that  requeste  [laif  i»] 

tfor  wel  she  saugh  /  that  it  was  for  the  beste 

IT  Now  stood  hire  Castel  /  faste  by  the  See 

And  often  /  with  hire  freendes  walketh  shoe  848 

Hire  to  disporte  /  yp  on  the  bank  an  heigh 

Where  /  as  she  /  many  a  shipe  and  barge  seigh 

Seillynge  hir  cours  /  where  as  hem  liste  go 

But  thanne  was  that*  a  parcel  of  hire  wo  852 

ffor  to  hir  self*  ful  ofte  alias  seith  she 

Is  ther  no  shipe  /  of  so  manye  as  I  se 

Wol  bryngen  horn  my  lord  /  thanne  were  myn  herto 

Al  warisshcd  /  of  hise  bittre  peynes  smerte  856 

IF  Another  tyme  /  ther  wolde  she  sitte  and  thynke 

And  caste  hir  eyen  /  dounward  fro  the  brynke 

But  whan  she  saugh  /  the  gnsly  Rokkes  blake 

ffor  verray  feero  /  so  wolde  hir  herte  quake  860 

That  on  hire  feef  she  myghte  hire  noght  sustene 

Thanne  wolde  she  /  sitto  adoun  vpon  the  grone 

And  pitously  /  in  to  the  see  biholde 

And  seyn  right  thus  /  wtt^  sorweful  sikes  colde  864 

IF  Eteme  god  /  that  thurgh  thy  pz^rueiaunce 

Ledest  the  world  /  by  certein  gouemaunce 

In  ydel  as  men  seyn  /  ye  no  thyng*  make 

But  lord  /  thiso  grisly  /  feendly  Rokkes  blake  868 

Tliat  semen  rather  /  a  foul  confusion) 

Of  wert  than  any  fair  creacion) 

Of  swich  a  pa /"fit*  wys  god  and  a  stable 

Why  ban  ye  wroght*  this  werk  vnresonable  872 

iTor  by  this  werk  /  South  /  iN'orth  /  ne  West*  ne  Ecbfc* 

Ther  nys  yfostred  /  man  /  ne  bryd  ne  beest* 

It  dooth  no  good  to  my  wit*  but  anoyeth 

So  ye  nat  lord  /  how  mankynde  it  destroycih  876 
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An  hundred  thousand  bodyes  of  mankynde 

Han  Eokkes  slayn  /  al  be  they  nat  in  mynde 

Which  mankynde  /  is  so  fair  parf  of  thy  werk* 

That  thou  it  madesf  lyk  to  thyn  owene  merk'  880 

IF  Thanne  semed  if  ye  hadde  a  greet  chiertee 

Toward  mankynde  /  but  how  thanne  may  it  bee 

That  ye  swiche  meenes  make  /  it  to  destroyen 

Whiche  meenes  do  no  good  /  but  enere  anoyen  884 

I  woot  wel  /  clerkes  wol  seyn  as  hem  leste 

By  Argumentz  /  that  al  is  for  the  beste 

Though  I  kan  /  the  causes  nat  yknowe 

But  thilke  god  /  tliat  made  wynd  to  blowe  888 

As  kepe  my  lordf  /  this  my  conclusior) 

To  clerkes  lete  I  /  al  this  disputisoii> 

But  wolde  god  /  that  alle  thise  Eokkes  blake 

Were  sonkeu  in  to  helle  for  his  sake  892 

Tliise  Eokkes  /  slcen  myn  herte  for  the  feere      aeaf  la.  b«ckj 

Thus  wolde  she  seyn  /  wit/i  many  a  pitous  teere 

IT  Hire  freendes  sawe  /  that  it  was  no  disporf 

To  romen  by  the  see  /  but  disconfort*  81)6 

And  shopen  for  to  pleyen  /  somwher  dies 

They  ledeii  hire  /  by  Eyueres  and  by  wclles 

And  eek/  in  othere  places  delitables 

They  dauncen  /  and  they  pleyen  /  at  chcs  and  tables    DOO 

%  So  on  a  day  /  right  in  the  morwe  tyde 

Vn  to  a  gardyn  /  that  was  ther  bisytlc 

In  which  /  that  they  hadde  maad  hir  ordinance 

Of  vitaUle  /  and  of  oother  purueiance  D04 

They  goon  and  plcye  hem  /  al  the  longe  day 

And  this  was  /  in  tlie  sixte  morwe  of  May 

Which  May  hndde  peynted  /  wit//  his  softe  shoures 

Tliis  ganlyn  /  ful  of  Icues  and  of  floures  908 

And  craft  of  niaunes  hand  so  curiously 

Arrayed  hadde  /  tliis  gardyn  trewely 

That  neu^re  /  was  ther  gardyn  of  swich  prys 

But  if  it  were  /  the  vorray  Paradys  912 
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The  cnlour  of  floures  /  and  the  fress&e  sighte 

Wolde  han  maked  /  any  herte  lig&te 

That  euere  was  born  /  but  if  to  greet  siknesse 

Or  to  greet  sorwe  /  helde  it  in  distresse  916 

So  fill  it  was  /  of  beautee  with  plesafice 

At  after  dyner  /  gonne  they  to  daunce 

And  synge  also  /  saue  Dorigen  allone 

Which  made  alwey  /  hir  compleint  and  hir  moone        D20 

ffor  she  ne  saugh  hyni  /  on  the  daunce  go 

That  was  hir  housbonde  /  and  hir  loue  also 

But  nathelees  /  she  moste  a  tyme  abyde 

And  with  good  hope  /  lete  hir  sorwe  slyde  1)24 

IT  Vp  on  this  daunce  /  amouges  othere  men 

Daunced  a  squier  /  bifom  Dorigen 

That  fresshcr  was  /  and  lolyer  of  array 

As  to  my  doom  /  than  is  tlie  Monthe  of  May  928 

He  syngeth  /  daunceth  /  passynge  any  man 

That  is  //  or  was  /  sith  fat  the  world  bigan 

Ther-wtt/i  he  was  /  if  men  shulde  hym  discryuo 

Con  /  of  the  beste  farynge  man  on  lyue  932 

Yong/  strong*  right  veHuous  /  and  riche  and  wys 

And  wel  biloued  /  and  holden  in  greet  prys 

And  shortly  /  if  the  sotlie  I  tellen  shal 

Vnwityng*  of  tliis  Dorigen  at  al  93G 

Tliis  lusty  Squier  /  seruant  to  Venus 

Which  that  ycleped  was  Aurelius 

Hadde  loued  liire  /  best  of  any  creature 

Two  yeer  and  moore  /  as  was  his  auentui'e  940 

But  neut're  /  dorste  he  tellen  hire  his  greuauce  [k«f  isoj 

With  outen  coppe  /  he  drank  al  his  jHinance 

lie  was  despeyred  /  no  thyng  dorste  he  seye 

iSaue  in  his  songes  /  somwliat  wolde  he  wreye  944 

His  wo  /  as  in  a  general  compleynyng* 

He  seyde  he  louede  /  and  was  biloued  no  thyng* 

Of  swich  matere  /  made  he  manye  layes 

Songes  /  compleintes  /  roundels  /  virelayes  948 
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How  that/  he  dorste  nat/  his  sorwe  telle 

But  langwissheth  /  as  a  furye  dooth  in  helle 

And  dye  he  moste  he  seyde  /  as  dide  Ekko  Y  Metbaraorpcwios  i& 

tibr  Narcisus  /  that  dorste  nat  telle  hir  wo  952 

In  oother  manere  /  than  ye  heere  me  seye 

Ne  dorste  he  naf .  to  hir6  his  wo  biwreye 

Saue  that  pamuentnre  /  som  tyme  at  daunces 

Ther  yong  folk/  kepen  hir  obseruaunces  956 

It  may  wel  be  /  he  looked  on  hir  face 

In  swich  a  wise  /  as  man  pat  asketh  grace 

But  no  thyng<  wiste  she  /  of  his  entente 

Nathelees  /  it  happed  er  they  thennes  wente  9G0 

By  cause  /  that  he  was  hir^  Neighebour 

And  was  a  man  /  of  worships  and  honour 

And  hadde  yknowen  hym  /  of  tyme  yoore 

They  fille  in  speche  /  and  forthe  moore  and  moore        964 

Vn  to  this  purpos  /  drough  Aurelius 

And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme  /  he  seyde  thus 

IF  Madame  quod  he  /  by  god  pat  this  world  made 

So  that  I  wiste  /  it  myghte  youre  herte  glade  968 

I  wolde  that  day  /  that  youre  Arueragus 

Wente  oner  the  see  /  that  I  Aurelius 

Hadde  went*  ther  neuere  I  sholde  haue  come  agayn 

fifor  wel  I  woot*  my  seruyce  is  in  vayn  972 

My  gerdon)  is  /  but  brestyug  of  myn  herte 

Madame  /  reweth  vpon  my  peynes  smerte 

ffor  with  a  wordf  /  ye  may  me  sleen  or  saue 

Heere  at  youre  feet/  god  wolde  pat  I  were  graue  976 

I  ne  haue  as  now  /  no  leyser  moore  to  seye 

Haue  mercy  sweete  /  or  ye  wol  do  me  deye 

IT  She  gan  to  looke  /  vp  on  Aurelius 

Is  this  youre  wyl  quod  she  /  and  sey  ye  thus  ?  980 

Neuere  erst*  quod  she  /  ne  wiste  I  what  ye  meiito 

But  now  Aurelie  /  I  knowe  youre  entente 

By  thilke  god  /  that  yaf  me  soule  and  lyf 

Ne  shal  I  neuere  /  been  vntrewe  wyf  984 
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In  word  ne  werk/  as  fer  as  I  haue  wit/ 

I  wol  been  his  /  to  whom  Jat  I  am  knyf 

Taak  this  for  fynal  answers?  /  as  of  me 

But  after  that*  in  pley  thus  scyde  she  988 

IF  Aurelie  quod  she  /  by  heighe  god  aboue  [ioafiso,bocki 

Yet  wolde  I  graunte  yow  /  to  been  youre  loue 

Syn  I  yow  se  /  so  pitously  complayne 

Looko  what  day  /  that  endelong  Britayne  992 

Ye  lemoeue  alle  the  Hokkes  /  stoon  by  stoon 

That  they  ne  lette  /  shipe  ne  boot  to  goon 

I  seye  /  whan  ye  han  maad  /  the  coost  so  cleno 

Of  Eokkes  /  that  ther  nys  no  stoon  ysene  99G 

Thanne  wol  I  /  loue  yow  best  of  any  man 

Haue  heer  my  trouthc  /  in  al  pat  cuere  I  kaa 

IF  Is  ther  noon  oother  grace  /  in  yow  quod  he  ? 

IF  No  /  by  that  lord  quod  she  that  maked  me  1000 

flfor  wel  I  woot*  Jat  it  shal  neuer  bityde 

Lat  swiche  folies  /  out  of  youre  herte  slyde 

What  deyntee  sholde  a  man  /  han  in  his  lyf 

ffor  to  go  loue  /  another  mannes  wyf  1004 

Tliat  hath  hir  body  /  whan  so  pat  hym  liketh 

IT  Aurelius  /  ful  ofte  sooro  siketh 

"Wo  was  Aurelie  /  whan  pat  he  this  herde 

And  with  a  sorweful  herte  /  he  thus  answerdo  1008 

%  Madame  quod  he  /  this  were  an  inpossible 

Thanne  moot  I  dye  /  of  sodeyn  deth  horrible 

And  with  that  word  /  he  turned  hym  anon 

Tho  coome  /  hir  othero  freendes  many  oon  1012 

And  in  the  Aleyes  /  romeden  vp  and  doun 

And  no  thyng  wiste  /  of  this  conclusioun 

But  sodeynly  /  bigonne  reuel  newe 

Til  that*  the  brighte  sonne  /  loste  his  hewe  1016 

ffor  Thorisonte  /  hath  reff  the  sonne  his  lyglit^ 

This  is  as  muche  to  seye  /  as  it  was  nyght* 

And  hoom  they  goon  /  in  ioye  and  in  solas 

Sane  oonly  /  wrecche  Aurelius  alias  1020 
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He  to  his  hous  is  goon  /  with  sorweful  herte 

He  seeth  /  he  may  naf  fro  his  deeth  asterte 

Hym  semed  /  that  he  felte  his  herte  colde 

Vp  to  the  heuene  /  hise  handes  he  gan  holde  1024 

And  on  hise  knowes  bare  /  he  sette  hyni  douii 

And  in  his  rauyng^  seyde  his  orisoun 

ffor  verray  wo  /  out  of  his  wit  he  breyde 

He  nyste  what  he  spak*  but  thus  he  seydo  1028 

With  pitous  herte  /  his  pleynt  hath  he  bigonne 

Vn  to  the  goddes  /  and  first*  vn  to  the  sonne 

IT  He  seyde  AppoUo  /  god  and  gouemour   l^^^^^''^^ 

Of  euery  plaunte  /  herbe  /  tree  and  flour    ""'^  "^  "**  "**""*  ^ 

That  yeuest*  after  thy  declinacion) 

To  ech  of  hem  /  his  tyme  and  his  sesofi 

As  thyn  herberwe  /  chaungeth  lowe  or  lieighe 

Lord  Phebus  /  cast  thy  merciable  eighe       [icansi]         1036 

On  wrecche  Aurelie  /  whicfi  am  but  lorn 

Lo  lord  /  my  lady  hath  my  deeth  y-sworn 

With  oute  gilf  but  thy  benignytee 

Vpon  my  dedly  herte  /  haue  som  pitee  1040 

llbr  wel  I  woot  /  lord  Phebus  /  if  yow  lest* 

Ye  may  me  hclpon  /  saue  my  lady  best* 

Now  vouch eth  sauf  /  J?at  I  may  yow  deuysc 

How  J?at  I  may  been  holpen  /  and  in  what  wyse  1044 

^  Youre  blisful  suster  /  Lucina  the  sheeiie 

That  of  the  see  /  is  cliief  goddesse  and  queene 

Though  Neptunus  /  haue  deitee  in  the  See 

Yet  Emperisse  /  abouen  hym  is  she  1018 

Ye  knoweji  wel  lord  /  that  right  as  hir  (let^ir 

Is  to  be  quyked  /  and  lightned  of  yoiire  iir 

flor  which  /  she  folweth  yow  /  ful  bisily 

Right/  so  /  the  see  desireth  naturelly  1052 

To  folwen  liire  /  as  she  that  is  goddesse 

Bothe  in  the  see  /  and  Ryueres  moore  and  lesse 

Wlierfore  lord  Phebus  /  this  is  my  re(jiust<' 

Do  tliis  iiiiriicle  /  or  do  uiyu  hert^*  bre^U*  105G 

ELLESMERE    3U  ^0-T.  oOO; 


510   SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  F.  §  4.   franklin's  TALa   Ell6Binere  MS. 

That  now  next*  at  this  opposicion) 

Which  in  the  signe  /  shal  be  of  the  leoii) 

As  preieth  hire  /  so  greet  a  flood  to  bryngo 

That  fyue  fadme  at  the  leeste  it  ouez-sprynge  lOGO 

The  hyeste  Kokke  /  in  Amiorik/  Briteyne 

And  lat  this  flood  /  endure  yeres  tweyne 

Thanne  certes  /  to  my  lady  may  I  seye 

Holdeth  youre  heste  /  the  Bokkes  been  aweyo  1064 

IF  Lord  Phebus  /  dooth  this  miracle  for  me 

Preye  hire  /  she  go  no  faster  cours  than  ye 

I  seye  /  preyeth  your  suster  /  that  she  go 

No  faster  cours  than  ye  /  thise  yeres  two  1068 

Thanne  shal  she  been  /  euene  atte  fulle  alway 

And  spiyng  flood  /  laste  bothe  nyght*  and  day 

And  but  she  vouche  sauf  /  in  sw4ch  manere 

To  graunte  me  /  my  sou«*eyn  lady  deere  1072 

Prey  hire  /  to  synken  euery  Rok^  adoun 

In  to  /  hir  owene  dirke  Regioun 

Vnder  the  ground  /  ther  Pluto  dwelleth  Inne 

Or  neucre  mo  /  shal  I  my  lady  wynne  1076 

Thy  Temple  in  Delphos  /  wol  I  barefoot  seke 

Lord  Phebus  /  so  the  teeris  on  my  cheke 

And  of  my  peyne  /  haue  som  compassioun 

And  with  that  word  /  in  swowne  he  fil  adoun  1080 

And  longe  tyme  /  he  lay  forth  in  a  traunoe 

IF  His  brother/  which  fat  knew  of  his  penainice 

Vp  caughte  hyiii  /  and  to  bedde  he  hath  hym  broght* 

Dispeyred  /  in  this  torment*  and  this  thoghf  1084 

Lete  I  /  this  woful  creature  lye  [iMrt3i,iMM>kj 

These  he  for  me  /  wheither  he  wol  lyue  or  dye 

Arueragus  /  with  heele  and  greet  honof/r 
As  he  /  f«t  was  /  of  chiualrie  the  flour  1088 

Is  comen  hoom  /  and  othoro  worthy  m«'ii 
O  blisfid  /'  artow  now  .'  thou  Dorigen 
That  hast*  thy  lusty  housbondo  in  thyne  Amies 
The  fresshe  knyght*  the  worthy  man  of  Anufs  10D2 
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That  loueth  thee  /  as  his  owene  hertes  lyf* 

No  thyng*  list  hym  /  to  been  ymaginatyf* 

If  any  wight  had  spoke  /  whil  he  was  oute 

To  hire  of  loue  /  he  hadde  of  it  no  doute  1096 

He  noght  entendeth  /  to  no  swich  mateere 

But  daunceth  /  lusteth  /  maketh  hire  good  cheeie 

And  thus  /  in  ioye  and  blisse  /  I  lete  hem  dwelle 

And  of  the  sike  Aurelius  /  I  wol  yow  telle  1100 

IN  langour/  and  in  tonnent  furyus 
Two  yeer  and  moore  /  lay  wrecche  Aurelyus 
Er  any  foot* .  he  myghte  on  erthe  gon 
Ne  confort  in  this  tyme  /  hadde  he  noon  1104 

Saue  of  his  brother  /  which  put  was  a  clerk* 
He  knew  of  al  this  wo  /  and  al  this  werk* 
ifor  to  noon  oothcr  creature  certeyn 
Of  this  matere  /  he  dorste  no  word  seyn  1 108 

Vnder  his  bresf  he  baar  it  moore  secree 
Than  eucre  dide  PamphiUis  for  Galathee     3.2S2im /\ua 
His  hvQst  was  hool  /  with  oute  for  to  seno  J^STtSuJJA^cSS.. 
But  in  his  herte  /  ay  was  the  Arwe  kene  1112 

And  wel  ye  knowe  /  that  of  a  Sursanure 
In  Surgerye  /  is  perilous  the  cure 
But  men  myghte  touche  the  Arwe  /  or  come  therby 
His  brother  /  weepe  /  and  wayled  pryuely  1116 

Til  atte  kste  /  hym  fil  in  remembrance 
Tliat  whiles  he  was  /  at  Orliens  in  ffraftce 
As  yonge  clerkes  /  that  been  lykerous 
To  reden  Arte«  /  that  been  curious  1 120 

Seken  /  in  euery  halko  /  and  euery  homo 
Pa^i-iculer  sciences  /  for  to  leme 
lie  hym  remembred  /  that  vpon  a  day 
At  Orliens  in  studie  /  a  book  he  say  1 124 

Of  Magyk/  natureel  /  which  his  felawe 
That  was  that  tyme  /  a  Bachelor  of  lawe 
Al  were  he  ther  /  to  lerne  another  craft* 
Hadde  p>*aicly  /  vpon  his  desk  ylaft*  1 1 28 
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Which  book*  spak  muchel  /  of  the  operociofls 

Touchynge  /  the  eighte  and  twenty  mansiofis 

That  longen  to  the  moone  /  and  swich  folye 

As  in  oure  dayes  /  is  nat  worth  a  flye  1 132 

ffor  hooly  chirches  feitb  /  in  oure  bileue  DMf  i9t} 

!Ne  sufi&eth  noon  illusion  vs  to  greue 

And  whan  this  book  /  was  in  his  remembraunce 

Anon  for  ioye  /  his  herte  gan  to  daunce  1 136 

And  to  hym  self*  he  seyde  pryuely 

My  brother/  shal  be  warisshed  hastily 

ffor  I  am  siker  /  fat  ther  be  sciences 

By  wh[i]c[h]e  /  men  make  diuerse  apparences  1140 

Swiche  /  as  thise  subtile  tregetours  pleye 

ffor  ofte  at  feestes  /  haue  I  wel  herd  seye 

That  tregetours  /  with  Inne  an  hallo  lai-ge 

Haue  maad  come  In  /  a  water  and  a  barge  1144 

And  in  the  halle  /  rowen  vp  and  doun 

Somtyme  /  hath  semed  come  a  grym  leoun 

And  somtyme  floures  sprynge  /  as  in  a  Mode 

Somtyme  a  Yyne  /  and  grapes  white  and  rede  1 148 

Somtyme  a  Castel  /  al  of  lym  and  stoon 

And  whan  hym  lyked  /  voyded  it  anoon 

Thus  semed  it  to  euery  mannes  sighte 

IF  Now  thanne  conclude  I  thus  /  fat  if  I  myghte         1153 

At  Orliens  /  som  oold  felawe  yfynde 

That  hadde  /  this  moones  mansions  in  mynde 

Or  oother  Magyk*  natureel  aboue 

He  sholde  wel  make  /  my  brother  han  his  loue  115C 

ffor  with  an  apparence  /  a  clerk  may  make 

To  mannes  sighte  /  pat  alle  the  Bokkes  blake 

Of  Britaigne  /  weren  yvoyded  euerichou 

And  shippes  /  by  the  brynke  comen  and  gon  1 160 

And  in  swich  forme  /  enduren  a  wowke  or  two 

Thanne  were  my  brother  //  warisshed  of  his  wo 

Thanne  moste  she  nedcs  /  holden  hire  biheste 

Or  elles  /  he  shal  shame  hire  atte  leeste  1104 
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IF  What  sholde  I  make  /  a  longer  tale  of  this 

Yn  to' his  brotheres  bed  /  he  comen  is 

And  swich  conforf  he  yaf  hym  for  to  gon 

To  Orliens  /  that  he  vp  stirte  anon  1168 

And  on  his  wey  /  forthward  thanne  is  he  fare 

In  hope  /  for  to  been  lissed  of  his  care 

IT  Whan  they  were  come  /  almoosf  to  that  Citee 

But  if  it  were  /  a  two  furlong*  or  thre  1172 

A  yong  clerk*  romynge  by  hym  self  they  mette 

AVhich  fat  in  latyn  /  thriftily  hem  grette 

And  after  that*  he  seyde  a  wonder  thyng* 

I  knowe  quod  he  /  the  cause  of  youre  comyng«  1176 

And  er  they  ferther  /  any  foote  wente 

He  tolde  hem  /  al  that  was  in  hire  entente 

IT  This  Briton  clerk*  hym  asked  of  felawes 

The  whiche  pat  he  had  knowe  /  in  olde  dawes  1180 

And  he  answerde  hym  /  that  they  dede  were      pcof  is^teck] 

ffor  which  /  he  weep  ful  ofte  many  a  teeie 

IF  Doun  of  his  hors  /  Aurelius  lighte  anon 

And  with  this  Magicien  /  forth  is  he  gon  1184 

Room  to  his  hous  /  and  maden  hem  wel  at  ese 

Hem  lakked  no  vitaille  /  fat  myghte  hem  plese 

So  wel  arrayed  hous  /  as  ther  was  oon 

Aurelius  in  his  lyf  /  saugh  neuc7'e  noon  1188 

If  He  shewed  hym  /  er  he  wente  to  Sopeer 

tforestes  /  Parkes  /  ful  of  wilde  deer 

Ther  saugh  he  hertes  /  wit^  hir  homes  hye 

The  gretteste  /  that  euere  were  seyn  with  eye  1192 

He  saugh  of  hem  /  an  hondred  slayn  with  houndes 

And  sowme  with  Arwes  blede  /  of  bittre  woundes 

IF  He  saugh  /  whan  voyded  were  thise  wilde  deer 

Thise  flfauconers  /  vpon  a  fair  Ryuer  1196 

That  with  hir  haukes  /  han  the  heron)  slayn 

If  Tbo  saugh  he  knyghtes  /  iustyng*  in  a  playn 

And  after  this  /  he  dide  hym  swich  plesaunco 

That  he  hym  shewed  /  his  lady  on  a  daunce  1200 
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Ou  which  hyin  aelf  /  he  iluiuiuej  /  fts  hjiu  thou^Iit't 

Anil  whan  thia  Maister  /  fat  tliis  Mitgjk  wrougllW 

Saitgh  it  was  tyme  j  he  ctapto  hisc  hondes  two 

And  farewel  /  ol  oure  reuel  wa«  ago  1 

And  yet  remoeued  they  neucre  /  out  of  llie  liuus 

Whil  they  saugB  /  al  this  sig&te  memeillons 

But  ill  hid  Htndie  /  tlier  as  hise  bookw  be 

They  seten  stille  /  and  bd  wigfif  but  they  thro  1 

%  Tu  hym  /  this  Maister  uallud  his  8<{uiur 

And  scydo  hym  thus  /  is  redy  oure  super 

Almoosf  an  houre  it  is  I  ynderteke 

Sith  I  yow  bad  /  oure  eoper  for  to  umku  1 

^VhaJl  that  tliiau  worthy  men  /  wcnten  wiVi  niu 

lu  to  my  studie  /  Iher  as  my  bookes  be 

IT  Sire  quod  this  Squier  '  whan  it  liketh  yow 

It  is  al  redy  /  thoi]),'^  ye  wol  right  now  1 

Go  wo  tlianne  soiijie  quod  he  /  aa  for  tbe  bcsto 

This  amorous  folk/  *om  tyme  laooto  han  hir  n«lf 

V  At  after  soper  /  tUle  they  in  trutee 

What  somme  /  shoMe  this  Maiatrcs  goploii)  l>u  I 

To  temoeaon  /  alle  the  Rokkcs  of  Britnyiie 

And  eek  from  Gerounde  /  to  the  mmitR  of  Saynr 

IT  Ue  made  it  stmunge  /  and  swuor  ;  m>  god  hym  >uuu 

Ijtsse  than  a  thousaiut  pound  /  lie  wnlile  nnt  hniif       1 

Nc  gladly  /  for  Unit  somme  ho  woldo  nat  gi^m 

%  Aiirclius  /  with  blliiful  herte  itnoon 

Answerde  thns  /  fy  on  a  thousand  jxiuncf 

Tills  wjdo  worii?  /  which  that  men  «eyo  is  romnJ        1 

%  I  woldu  it  yeue  /  if  I  wore  lonl  of  if  ^ 

This  bnrgiij-n  is  fiU  dryue  /  for  we  Wn  kwyf 

Ye  ahal  bo  payed  /  treweiy  by  my  trouthc 

But  lookotli  now  /  for  no  necligenre  i)r  sloutbo  1 

Te  tarie  vs  heero  /  no  longer  thnu  ti>  nionro 

fl  Nay  quod  this  cletlc  hane  beet  my  fcilh  to  Ucirwe 

%  To  bedde  is  goon  Aurelius  /  whan  hym  loste 

And  wol  ny  /  al  that  njght  he  hadde  hu  n-stc  I 
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What  for  his  labour  /  and  his  hope  of  blisso 

His  woful  herte  /  of  penaunce  hadde  a  lisse 

IF  Vpon  the  morwe  /  whan  fat  it  was  day 

To  Britaigne  /  tooke  they  the  righte  way  1240 

Aurelins  /  and  this  Magicien  bisyde 

And  been  descended  /  ther  they  wolde  abyde 

And  this  was  /  as  thise  bookes  me  remembre 

The  colde  /  frosty  seson)  of  Decembre  X244 

Phebos  wax  old  /  and  hewed  lyk  laton) 
That  in  his  hoote  declynacion) 
8hoon  as  the  burned  gold  /  with  stremes  brighte 
But  now  in  Capricorn  /  adoun  he  lighte  1248 

Where  as  he  shoon  fol  pale  /  I  dar  wel  seyn 
The  bittre  frostes  /  with  the  sleet  and  reyn 
Destroyed  hath  the  grene  /  in  euery  yertl 
lanus  sit  by  the  fyr  /  with  double  berdf    f  lanus  biceps  ^ 
And  drynketh  /  of  his  bugle  horn  the  wyn 
Bifom  hym  /  stant  brawen  /  of  the  tusked  swyn 
And  Nowel  /  crieth  euery  lusty  man 
IT  Aurelius  /  in  al  that  euere  he  kan  1 256 

Dooth  to  his  Maister  /  chiere  and  reuerence 
And  preyeth  hjm  /  to  doon  his  diligence 
To  bryngen  hym  /  out  of  his  peynes  smerte 
Or  with  a  swerd  /  fat  he  wolde  si  it  te  his  herte  1260 

IF  This  subtil  clerk*  swich  routhe  had  of  this  man 
That  nyght  and  day  /  he  spedde  hym  fat  he  kan 
To  wayten  a  tyme  /  of  his  conclusion 
This  is  to  seye  /  to  maken  illusion  1264 

By  swich  a  apparence  or  logelrye 
I  ne  kan  no  termes  /  of  Astrolog3''e 
That  she  and  euery  wighf  sholde  wene  and  seye 
That  of  Britaigne  /  the  Rokkes  were  aweye  1268 

Or  ellis  /  they  were  sonken  vnder  grounde 
So  atte  laste  /  he  hath  his  tyme  yfounde 
To  maken  hise  lapes  /  and  his  ^^Tecchednesse 
Of  swich  /  a  supfTsticious  cursednf»sf»e  1272 
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Hise  tables  toUetanes  /  forth  he  brought 

£ful  wel  corrected  /  ne  ther  lakked  nought 

Neither  his  collect*  ne  hise  expans  yeens 

Ne  hise  rootes  /  ne  hise  othere  geeris  1276 

As  been  his  centris  /  and  hise  Arguments  {}mim,  bMk] 

And  hise  proporcioneles  conuenientz 

ffoi  hise  equacions  /  in  euery  thyng* 

And  by  his  .8.  speere  in  his  wirkyng*  1280 

He  knew  ful  wel  /  how  fer  Aluath  was  shoue    *Uti!^.fS!V^ 

ffro  the  heed  /  of  thilke  fixe  Aries  aboue  "**•' 

That  in  the  .9.  speere  considered  is  «r  in  nana  ■!«»  A 

fful  subtilly  /  he  hadde  kalkuled  al  this  1284 

IF  Whan  he  hadde  founde  /  his  firste  mansiofi 

Ho  knew  the  remenafit*  by  proporcio& 

And  knew  the  ansyng*  of  his  moone  weel 

And  in  whos  face  /  and  terme  and  eu^rydeel  1288 

And  knew  ful  weel  /  the  moones  mansiod 

Acordaunt*  to  his  operacioH 

And  knew  also  /  hise  othere  obs^ruafices 

ffor  swichc  illusiofis  /  and  swiche  meschaaccs  1292 

As  hethen  folk  /  vseden  in  thilke  dayes 

ffor  which  /  no  leiigor  maked  he  delayes 

But  thurgh  his  magik  /  for  a  wyke  or  tweye 

It  semod  /  that  alle  the  Kokkes  were  awcyo  1296 

IF  Aurelius  /  which  fat  yet  despeired  is 

Wher  he  shal  lian  his  loue  /  or  fare  amys 

Awaiteth  uyght  and  day  /  on  this  myracle 

And  whan  he  knew  /  fat  ther  was  noon  obstacle         1300 

Tliat  voyded  were  /  thise  Kokkes  euerychon 

Doun  /  to  hise  Maistres  feet*  he  fil  anon 

And  seyde  /  I  woful  wrecche  Aurelius 

Thanke  yow  lord  /  and  lady  myn  Venus  1304 

Tliat  me  ban  holpen  /  fro  my  cares  colde 

And  to  the  temple  /  his  wey  forth  hath  he  holde 

Where  as  ho  knew  /  ho  sholde  his  lady  see 

And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme  /  anon  right  hec  1303 

ELLESMEBE  361   (S-T.  516; 


617   SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  F.   §  4.  franklin's  tale.  EUesmere  KS. 

With  dredful  herte  /  and  with  ful  hu^nhlo  cheere 
Salewed  hath  /  his  soueieyn  lady  deere 

My  righte  lady  /  quod  this  woful  man 
Whom  I  moost  drede  and  loue  as  I  best  kau    1312 
And  lothest  were  /  of  al  this  world  displese 
Nere  if  pat  I  for  yow  /  haue  swich  disese 
That  I  moste  dyen  heere  /  at  youre  foot  anon 
Koght  wolde  I  telle  /  how  me  is  wo  bigon  1316 

But  certes  /  outher  moste  I  dye  or  pleyne 
Ye  sle  me  giltlees  /  for  verray  peyne 
But  of  my  deeth  /  thogh  fat  ye  haue  no  routhe 
Auyseth  yow  /  er  pat  ye  breke  youre  trouthe  1320 

Eepenteth  yow  /  for  tMlke  god  aboue 
Er  ye  me  sleen  /  by  cause  pat  I  yow  loue 
ffor  madame  /  wel  ye  woof  what  ye  ban  hight* 
Nat  pat  I  chalange  /  any  thyng  of  right*  1324 

Of  yow  my  souereyn  lady  /  but  youre  grace  Omt  isij 

But  in  a  gardyn  yond  /  at  swich  a  place 
Ye  woot  right  wel  /  what  ye  bihighten  me 
And  in  myn  hand?  /  youre  trouthe  plighten  ye  1328 

To  loue  me  besf  god  woot  ye  seyde  so 
Al  be  /  pat  I  vnworthy  be  therto 
Madame  I  speke  it  /  for  the  honour  of  yow 
Moore  than  to  saue  /  myn  hertes  lyf  right  now  1332 

I  haue  do  so  /  as  ye  comanded  me 
And  if  ye  vouche  sauf  /  ye  may  go  see 
Dooth  as  yow  lisf  haue  youre  biheste  in  mynde 
jBfor  quyk*  or  deed  /  right  there  ye  shal  me  fynde         1336 
In  yow  lith  al  /  to  do  me  lyue  or  dcye 
But  wel  I  woof  the  Eokkes  been  aweye 
U  He  taketh  his  leue  /  and  she  astonied  stooJ 
In  al  hir  face  /  nas  a  diope  of  blood  1340 

yhe  wende  neuere  /  han  come  in  swich  a  trappe 
Alias  quod  she  /  pat  euere  this  sholde  ha])pe 
ll'or  wcndc  I  newerQ  /  by  possibilitee 
Tliut  swich  a  Monstre  /  or  me/*ueille  myghte  bo  1344 
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It  is  /  agayns  the  proces  of  nature 

And  hoom  she  goth  /  a  sorweful  creature 

ffor  Yemj  feere  /  vnnethe  may  she  go 

She  wepeth  /  wailleth  /  al  a  day  or  two  1348 

And  swowneth  /  that  it  routhe  was  to  see 

But  why  it  was  /  to  no  wight  tolde  shee 

ffor  out  of  toMme  /  was  goon  Arueragns 

But  to  hir  self/  she  spak*  and  seyde  thus  1352 

With  face  pale  /  and  wtt^  ful  sorweful  cheere 

In  hire  compleynf  as  ye  shal  after  heere  5cSji2^JjJ|?irort«ii« 

IF  Alias  quod  she  /  on  thee  ffortune  I  pleyne 

That  vnwar  /  wrapped  hast  me  in  thy  cheyne  1356 

ffor  which  tescape  /  woot  I  no  scour 

Saue  oonly  /  deetb  or  dishonour 

Oon  of  thise  two  /  bihoueth  me  to  chese 

But  nathelees  /  yet  haue  I  leuere  to  lese  1360 

My  lif/  than  of  my  body  haue  a  shame 

Or  knowe  my  seluen  fala  /  or  lese  my  name 

And  with  my  deth  /  I  may  be  quyt*  ywis 

Hiath  ther  nat/  many  a  noble  wyf  er  this        iituim  uou,  p.  sts.] 

And  many  a  mayde  /  yslayn  hir  self  alias 

Bather  /  than  wit^  hir  body  doon  trespas 

IF  Yis  ctf^-tes  /  lo  thise  stories  beren  witnesse 

Whan  .XXX.  tirauntz  /  ful  of  cursednesse  1368 

Hadde  slayn  Phidon)  /  in  Atthenes  at  feste 

They  comanded  /  hise  doghtres  for  tareste 

And  bryngen  hem  /  bifom  hem  in  despif 

Al  naked  /  to  fulfills  hir  foul  delif  1372 

And  in  hir  fadres  blood  /  they  made  hem  daunce    Cins4,bk] 

Vpon  the  pauement*  god  yeue  hem  myschaunce 

ffor  which  /  thise  woful  maydcns  ful  of  drede 

Bather  /  than  they  woide  lese  hir  maydenhede  1376 

They  prmely  /  been  stirt/  in  to  a  welle 

And  dreynte  hem  soluen  /  as  the  bookes  telle 

ley  of  Mecene  /  leete  enquere  and  seke  J^^^TJS:  V 
Of  Lacedomye  /  fifty  maydens  eke         trn^iMiiiiUjL 
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On  wliiche  /  they  wolden  doon  hir  lechery© 

But  was  ther  noon  of  al  that  compaignye 

That  she  nas  slayn  /  and  with  a  good  entente 

Ghees  /  rather  for  to  dye  than  assente  1384 

To  been  oppressed  /  of  hir  maydenhede 

Why  sholde  I  thanne  /  to  dye  been  in  dredo 

Lo  eek  /  the  tiraunt  Aristoclides  iLaUm  note,  p.  4mi 

That  loued  a  mayden  /  heet  Stymphalides  1388 

Whan  that  hir  fader  /  slayn  was  on  a  nyghf 
Vn  to  Dianes  temple  /  goth  she  right* 
And  hente  the  ymage  /  in  hir  handes  two 
flfro  which  ymage  /  wolde  she  neuere  go  1392 

No  wight  /  ne  myghte  hir  handes  of  it  arace 
Til  she  was  slayn  /  right  in  the  selue  place 
%  Now  sith  fat  maydens  /  hadden  swich  despif 
To  been  defonled  /  with  mannes  foul  delif  1396 

Wei  oghte  a  wyf  /  rather  hir  seluen  slee 
Than  be  dofouled  /  as  it  thynketh  me 

What  shal  I  seyn  /  of  Hasdrubales  wyf  {Latin  note,  p.  400] 
That  at  Cartage  /  birafte  liir  self  hir  lyf         1400 
ffor  whan  she  saugh  /  that  Romayns  wan  the  toun 
She  took  hir  children  alle  /  and  skipte  adoun 
In  to  the  fyr  /  and  chees  rather  to  dye 
Than  any  Romayu  /  dide  hire  vileynye  1 404 

Hath  nat  Lucre^sse  /  yslayn  hir  self  alias  {Latin  note,  p.  4W] 
At  Rome  /  whan  she  oppressed  wiis 
Of  Tarquyn  /  for  hire  thoughte  it  was  a  shame 
To  lyuen  /  whan  she  had  lost  hir  name  1 408 

The  seuene  maydens  /  of  Melesie  also         (zxKin  f»or^  p.  4OT] 
Han  slayn  hom  self  /  for  drede  and  wo 
Rather  than  folk  of  Gawle  /  hem  sholde  oppresse 
Mo  than  a  thousand  stories  /  as  I  gesse  1412 

Koude  I  now  telle  /  as  touch3'nge  this  mateere 

Whan  habradate  was  slayn  /  his  wyf  so  deere  ^^^"j  '""''* 
Hirseluen  slow  /  and  leet  hir  blood  to  glyde 
In  habradatos  woundes  depe  and  wyde  1416 
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And  seyde  mj  bodj  /  at  the  leeste  way 

Ther  shal  no  wight  /  defoulen  if  I  may 

f  What  aholde  I  /  mo  ensamples  heer  of  sayn 

Sith  that  8o  manye  /  han  hem  selucn  slayn  1420 

Wei  rather  /  than  they  wolde  defouled  be  pMf  iss] 

I  wol  conclude  /  that  it  is  bet  for  me 

To  aleen  my  self  /  than  been  defouled  thus 

I  wol  be  trewe  /  vn  to  Arueragus  1 424 

Or  rather/  sleen  my  self  in  som  manere 

As  dide  /  Demociones  doghter  deere  iLatm  mtu,  p.  «wj 

By  cause  /  ^t  she  wolde  nat  defouled  be 
OCedasus  /  it  is  ful  greet  pitee  •f  ^S^iS^PSi^ 

To  reden  /  how  thy  doghtren  deyde  alias 
That  slowe  hem  self  /  for  swich  manere  cas 

As  greet  a  pitee  was  it/  or  wel  moore         Ci«««  »ott,  p.  490] 
The  Theban  mayden  /  that  for  Nichanore  1432 

Hir  seluen  slow  /  right  for  swich  manere  wo 

Another  Theban  mayden  /  dide  right  so    [£««•  fioe«,  p.  «w] 
ffor  oon  of  Macidonye  /  hadde  hire  oppressed 
She  "with  hire  deeth  /  hir  maydenhede  redressed  1436 

What  shal  I  seye  of  Nicerates  wyf  iLatim  mot*,  p.  499] 

That  for  swich  cas  /  birafte  liir  self  hir  lyf  / 

How  trewe  eek*  was  /  to  Alcebiades      ^ui2*UdJi*A*cw!S?" 
His  loue  /  rather  for  to  dyen  checs  1440 

Than  for  to  suffre  /  his  botly  vnbur}'ed  be 
Ijo  which  a  wyf  /  was  Alceste  quod  she         iutim  not*,  p.  490J 

What  seith  Omcr  /  of  goode  Penalopee 
Al  Grece  /  knoweth  of  hire  chastitee  1444 

Pardee  /  of  Lacedomya  /  is  writen  thus      iiaUm  mote,  p.  490} 
That  whan  at  Troie  /  was  slayn  Prothe8elal/^f 
Xo  longer/  wolde  she  lyue  /  after  his  day 

The  same  /  of  noble  Porcia  telle  I  may      "^vuSJ^i^^jS** 
With  oute  Brutus  /  koude  she  nat  lyue 
To  whom  she  hadde  /  al  hool  hir  herte  yeue 

The  parfit  wyfhod  of  Arthemesie  lioH"  ^ou,  p.  «opj 

Uonured  is  /  thurgh  al  the  Biiibiii'ie  1452 
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OTeuta  queeno  /  thy  wyfly  chastitee        iLatin  mu,  p.  40»i 
To  alle  wyues  /  may  a  Mirour  bee 
Xhe  same  thyng*  /  I  seye  of  Bilyea  {Latin note, p. 48o] 

%}{  Eodogone  /  and  eek  Valeria  1456 

IF  Thus  pleyne  Dorigene  /  a  day  or  tweye 
Purposynge  eucre  /  that  she  wolde  deye 
IF  But  nathelees  /  vpon  the  thridde  nyght* 
Hoom  cam  Arueragus  /this  worthy  knyght*  1460 

And  asked  hire  /  why  that  she  weepe  so  soore 
And  she  gan  wepen  /  euer  lenger  the  moore 
IF  Alias  quod  she  /  that  euere  I  was  born 
Thus  haue  I  seyd  quod  she  /  thus  hauo  I  sworn  1464 

And  toold  hym  al  /  as  ye  han  herd  bifore      iLaUn  note,  p.  48o] 
It  nedeth  nat*  reherce  it  yow  namooro 
IF  This  housbonde  /  with  glad  chiere  in  freendly  wyse 
Answerde  and  seyde  /  as  I  shal  yow  deuyse  1468 

Is  ther  oght  elles  Dorigen  /  but  this  ?  [i«rfi»,b«;k] 

IF  Nay  nay  quod  she  /  god  helpe  me  so  as  wys 
This  is  to  muche  /  and  it  were  goddes  wille 
IF  Ye  wyf  quod  he  /  lat  slepen  that  is  stille  1472 

It  may  be  wel  /  parauenture  yet  to  day 
Ye  shul  youre  trouthe  /  holden  by  my  fay 
ffor  god  so  wisly  /  haue  mc7'cy  vp  on  me 
I  hadde  wel  leuere  /  ystiked  for  to  be  1476 

ffor  verray  loue  /  which  that  I  to  yow  haue 
But  if  ye  sholde  /  youre  trouthe  kepe  and  saue 
Trouthe  /  is  the  hyeste  thjTig*  fat  man  may  kepe 
But  wit/i  that  word  /  he  brast  anon  to  wepe  1480 

And  seyde  /  I  yow  forbede  /  vp  peyne  deeth 
That  neuere  /  whil  thee  lasteth  /  lyf  ne  breeth 
To  no  wighf  telle  thou  of  this  auenture 
As  I  may  besf  I  wol  my  wo  endure  1 484 

"Ne  make  /  no  contenance  of  heuynesse 
That  folk/  of  yow  /  may  demen  harm  or  gesse 
If  And  forth  /  he  cleped  /  a  squier  and  a  maydc 
Gooth  forth  anon  /  with  Dorigen  he  sayde  1488 
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And  bryDgeih  hir^  /  to  swich  a  place  anon 

They  take  hir  leue  /  and  on  hir  wey  they  gon 

But  they  ne  wiste  /  why  she  thider  wente 

He  nolde  /  no  wight*  tellen  his  entente  1492 

IF  Parauenture  /  an  heepe  of  yow  ywis 

Wol  holden  hym  /  a  lewed  man  in  this 

That  he  wol  putte  /  his  wyf  in  lupartie 

Herkneth  the  tale  /  er  ye  vp  on  hir^  one  1496 

She  may  haue  hettre  ifurtime  /  than  yow  semeth 

And  whan  ))at  ye  han  herd  tbe  tale  /  demeth 

This  squier  /  which  fat  highte  Aurelius 
On  Dorigen  /  that  was  so  amorus  1500 

Of  auenture  /  happed  hir^  to  meete 
Amydde  the  toun  /  right  in  the  quykkest  strete 
As  she  was  bown  /  to  goon  the  wey  forth  right* 
Toward  the  gardyn  /  ther  as  she  had  hight*  1504 

And  he  was  /  to  the  gardynward  also 
ifor  wel  he  spyed  /  whan  she  wolde  go 
Out  of  hir  hous  /  to  any  maner  place 
But  thus  they  mette  /  of  auenture  or  grace  1508 

And  he  saleweth  hire  /  with  glad  entente 
And  asked  of  hire  /  whiderwartl  she  wentc 
%  And  she  answerde  /  half  as  she  were  ma<l 
Vn  to  the  gardyn  /  as  myn  housbonde  baJ  1512 

My  trouthe  for  to  holde  /  alias  /  alias 
H  Aurelius  /  gan  wondren  on  this  cas 
And  in  his  herte  /  hadde  greet  cowipassiofl 
Of  hire  /  and  of  hire  lamentaciofi  1516 

IF  And  of  Arueragus  the  worthy  knyghf  n«*f  i««J 

That  bad  hire  holden  /  al  fat  she  had  highf 
So  looth  hym  was  /  his  wyf  sholde  breke  hir  trouthe 
And  in  his  herte  /  he  caughte  of  this  greet  routhe       1520 
Considerynge  /  the  beste  on  euery  syde 
That  fro  his  hist*  yet  were  hym  leuere  abyde 
Than  tloon  /  so  heigh  a  cherlyssh  wrecchednesse 
•Agayns  franchise  /  and  alle  gentillesse  1524 
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ffor  whicR  /  in  fewe  wordes  seyde  he  thus 

IF  Madame  /  seyeth  to  youre  lord  Arueragus 

That  sith  I  se  his  grete  gentillesse 

To  yow  /  and  eek  I  se  wel  youre  distresse  1528 

That  him  were  leuet'e  han  shame  /  and  fat  were  louthe 

Than  ye  to  me  /  sholde  breke  thus  youre  trouthe 

I  haue  wel  leuere  /  euere  to  suffre  wo 

Than  I  departe  /  the  loue  bitwix  yow  two  1532 

I  yow  relesse  madame  /  in  to  youre  hond! 

Quyt*  euery  '  swremenf  and  euory  bond?  [» or  airemeiit  ] 

That  ye  han  maad  to  me  /  as  heer  biforu 

Sith  thilke  tyme  /  which  fat  ye  were  born  1536 

My  trouthe  I  plighte  /  I  shal  yow  neuer  repreue 

Of  no  biheste  /  and  hcere  I  take  my  leue 

As  of  the  treweste  /  and  the  beste  wyf/ 

That  euere  yef  I  knew  in  al  my  lyf/  1540 

But  euery  wyf/  be  war  of  hire  biheeste 

On  Dorigene  /  remembreth  /  atte  leeste 

Thus  kan  a  Squicr/  doon  a  gentil  dede 

As  wel  as  kan  a  knyght  with  outen  drede  1544 

IF  She  thonketh  hym  /  vp  on  hir  knees  al  bare 

And  hoom  /  vn  to  hir  housbonde  is  she  fare 

And  tolde  hym  al  /  as  ye  han  herd  me  sayd 

And  be  ye  siker  /  he  was  so  weel  apayd  1548 

That  it  were  inpossible  /  me  to  wryte 

What  sholde  I  lenger  /  of  this  cas  endyte 

IF  Arueragus  /  and  Dorigene  his  wyf 

In  souereyn  blisse  /  leden  forth  hir  Ij'f '  1552 

Neuere  eft*  ne  was  ther  Angre  hem  bitwene 

He  cherisseth  hire  /  as  though  she  were  a  queono 

And  she  was  to  hym  /  trewe  for  eueremoore 

Of  thise  folk  /  ye  gete  of  me  namoore  1556 

Aurelius  /  that  his  cost*  hath  al  forlorn 
Curseth  the  tyme  /  fat  euere  he  was  boni 
Alias  quod  he  /  alias  that  I  bihighte 
Of  pared  gold  /  a  thousand  pound  of  wighte  1 560 
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Vn  to  this  Philosophre  /  how  shal  I  do 
I  86  namoore  /  but  that  I  am  fordo 
Myn  heritage  /  moot  I  nedes  selle 

And  been  a  beggere  /  heere  may  I  nat  dwelle  1 564 

And  dhamen  /  al  my  kynrede  in  this  place  [leftf  im,  backi 

But  I  of  hym  /  may  gete  bettre  grace 
But  nathelees  /  I  wole  of  hym  assaye  - 
At  ccrteyn  dayes  /  yeer  by  yeer  to  paye  1568 

And  thanke  hym  /  of  his  grete  curteisye 
My  trouthe  wol  I  kepe  /  I  wol  nat  lye 
IF  With  herte  soor  /  he  gooth  vn  to  his  cofro 
And  broghte  gold  /  vn  to  this  Philosophre  1572 

The  value  /  of  fyue  hundred  pound  I  gesae 
And  hym  bisecheth  of  his  gentillesse 
To  graunte  hym  dayes  of  the  remcuaunt* 
And  seyde  maister  /  I  dar  wel  make  auauwf  1570 

I  failled  neuere  /  of  my  trouthe  as  yif 
flfor  sikerly  /  my  dette  shal  be  quyf 
Towardes  yow  /  how  euere  that  I  fare 
To  goon  a  begged  /  in  my  kirtle  bare  1580 

But  wolde  ye  vouche  sauf/  vp  on  seuretee 
Two  yeer  or  thre  /  for  to  respiten  me 
Thanne  were  I  wel  /  for  elles  moot  I  selle 
Myn  heritage  /  ther  is  namoore  to  telle  1584 

rr^his  Philosophre  /  sobrely  answerde 
JL    And  seyde  thus  /  whan  he  thise  wordes  heide 
Uaue  1  nat*  holden  couenant  vn  to  thee  ? 
IF  Yes  certes  /  wel  and  trewely  quod  he  1588 

f  Hastow  nat  had  /thy  lady  /  as  thee  liketh  ? 
%  No  no  quod  he  /  and  sorwefully  he  siketh 
%  What  was  the  cause  /  tel  me  if  thou  kan  ? 
H  Aurelius  /  his  tale  anon  bigan  1592 

And  tolde  hym  al  /  as  ye  ban  herd  bifooro 
It  nedeth  nat/  to  yow  rchcrce  it  moore 
H  He  seide  /  Arueragus  of  gentillesse 
Iladde  leu^re  dye  /  in  sorwe  /  and  in  distresse  159^ 
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Than  fat  his  wyf  /  were  of  hir  trouthe  fals 

The  sorwe  of  Dorigen  /  he  tolde  hym  als 

How  looth  hire  was  /  to  been  a  wikked  wyf 

And  pat  she  leuere  had  lost*  that  day  hir  lyf*  IGOO 

And  pat  hir  trouthe  /  she  swoor  thurgR  Innocence 

She  neuere  ersf  hadde  herd  speke  of  Apparence 

That  made  me  han  of  hire  so  greet  pitee 

And  right  as  frely  /  as  he  sente  hire  me  1G04 

As  frely  /  sente  I  hire  to  hym  ageyn 

This  al  and  som  /  ther  is  namoore  to  seyn 

If  This  Philosophre  answerde  /  leeue  brother 

Euerich  of  yow  /  dide  gentilly  til  oother  1608 

Thou  art  a  Squier  /  and  he  is  a  knyght* 

But  god  forbede  /  for  his  blisful  myghf 

But  if  a  clerk  /  koude  doon  a  gentil  dede 

As  wel  as  any  of  yow  /  it  is  no  drede  1612 

IF  Sire  /  I  releesse  thee  /  thy  thousand^  pounci  D«afis7] 

As  thou  right  now  /  were  cropen  out  of  the  ground! 

Ne  neuere  er  now  /  ne  haddest  knowen  me 

ffor  sire  /  I  wol  nat  taken  a  peny  of  thee  1616 

ffor  al  my  craft*  ne  noght*  for  my  trauaille 

Thou  hasf  ypayed  wel  /  for  my  vitaille 

It  is  ynogh  /  and  farewel  haue  good  day 

And  took  his  hors  /  and  forth  he  goth  his  way  1620 

Lordynges  /  this  question)  thanne  wolde  I  aske  now 
Which  was  the  mooste  fre  as  thynketh  yow 
'Now  telleth  me  /  er  that  ye  ferther  wendc 
I  kan  namoore  /  my  tale  is  at  an  ende  1624 

%  Heere  is  ended  the  ffrankeleyns  talc 

[Note  to  I.  1364,  see  I.  1368,  p.  518.] 
^  30*  Atheniensiuw  tira^ini  cum  Phidonem  necassent/  in  cow- 
uiuio  tilias  eius  virgiytes  ad  se  venire  iusseruwt  &c  scorton/w.  more 
nudari  /  ac  super  pauimenta  patris  Bangwine  cruentatas  inpudicis 
gastibus  ludere  ||  que  paulisper  dissimulate  dolore  cuwt  timuleiitoB 
co/^uiuas  c^rnerent  quasi  ad  requisita  nature  egredientes  inuicem 
86  complexe  p»'«'cipitauerunt  in  puteuw  vt  virginitatom  morte  ser- 
uarewt/     [MS,  leaf  183.] 
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IT  Heere  folweth  /  the  Phisiciens  tale  lonte^fimj 

Ther  was  /  as  telleth  Titus  Liuius 
A  knyghf  that  was  called  Yirginius 
fFulfild  /  of  honour  /  and  of  worthynesse 
And  strong  of  freendes  /  and  of  greet  richesse     4 
f  This  knyghf  a  doghter  hadde  by  his  wyf  /      [£r?*iri£«?»] 
No  children  hadde  he  mo  in  al  his  lyf* 
ffair  was  this  mayde  /  in  excellent  beautee 
Abouen  euery  wight*  that  man  may  see  8 

ffor  Nature  /  hath  with  souereyn  diligence 
Yformed  hire  /  in  so  greet  excellence 
As  though  she  wolde  seyn  /  lo  I  Nature 
Thus  kan  I  forme  /  and  peynte  a  creature  12 

Whan  that  me  list*  who  kan  me  countrefete 
Pigmalion  noght  /  though  he  ay  forge  and  bete  ISpKl^*'*'*' 
Or  graue  /  or  peynte  /  for  I  dar  wel  seyn 
Apelles  Zanzis  /  sholde  werche  in  veyn  JuJ^STinliumlio 

Outher  to  graue  /  or  peynte  /  or  forge  /  or  bete  Mdro  uLo  m  £ 
If  they  presumed  /  me  to  countrefete 
ffor  he  that  is  the  formere  principal 
Hath  maked  me  /  his  vicaire  general  20 

To  forme  and  peynten  erthely  creaturis 
Bight  as  me  list*  and  ecb  thyng*  in  my  cure  is 
Ynder  the  Moone  /  pat  may  wane  and  waxe 
And  for  my  werk*  right  no  thyng  wol  I  axe  24 
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My  lord  and  I  /  been  ful  of  oon  accor<} 

I  made  hire  /  to  the  worshipe  of  my  lordf 

So  do  I  /  alle  myne  othere  creatures 

What  colour  that  they  han  /  or  what  figures  28 

Thus  semeth  me  /  that  Nature  wolde  seye  Lieafm,back] 

IF  This  mayde  of  Age  .xij.  yeer  was  and  tweye 

In  which  pat  Nature  /  hadde  swich  dclif 

fFor  right*  as  she  kan  peynte  a  lilie  whit«  32 

And  reed  a  Eose  /  right  wit^  swich  peynture 

She  peynted  hath  this  noble  creature 

Er  she  were  bom  /  vp-on  hir  lymes  fre 

Where  as  by  right  /  swiche  colours  sholde  be  36 

And  Phcbus  dyed  hath  /  hire  treses  grete 

Lyk  to  the  stremes  /  of  his  burned  heete 

And  if  pat  excellent*  was  hire  beautee 

A  thousand  fool(J  /  moore  ve^-tuous  was  she  40 

In  hire  /  ne  lakked  no  condicion 

That  is  to  preyse  /  as  by  discreciofl 

As  wel  in  goost*  as  body  /  chast  was  she 

flfor  which  /  she  floured  in  virginitee  44 

With  alle  humylitee  /  and  Abstinence 

With  alle  attempe;'aunce  and  pacience 

With  mesure  cek  /  of  beryng*  and  array 

Discreet  she  was  /  in  answeryng  alway  48 

Though  she  were  wise  Pallas  dar  I  seyn 

Hir  facounci  eek  /  ful  wommaiily  a  pleyn 

No  countrefeted  terines  /  hadde  she 

To  seme  wys  /  but  after  hir  degree  52 

She  spak/  and  alle  hire  wordes  moore  and  losse 

Sownynge  in  vertu  /  and  in  gentillesse 

Shamefast  she  was  /  [in]  maydens  shamefastnesse 

Constant  in  herte  /  and  euere  in  bisynesse  5G 

To  dryue  hire  /  out  of  ydel  elogardye 

Bacus  hadde  of  hire  mouth  /  right  no  maistrie 

ffor  wyn  and  you  the  /  dooth  Venus  encresse 

As  man  in  fyr  /  wol  wasteu  oille  or  greesse  GO 
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And  of  hir  owene  v^u  /  vnconstreyned 

She  hath  ful  ofte  tyme  syk  hire  feyned 

ffor  that  she  wolde  fleen  the  ()ompaignye 

Whew  likly  was  /  to  treten  of  folye  64 

As  is  at  feestes  /  rouels  /  and  at  daunces 

That  heen  /  occasions  of  daliaunces 

Swich  thyng  /  maken  children  for  to  be 

To  soone  rype  and  boold  /  as  men  may  se  68 

Which  is  ful  perilous  /  and  hath  been  yoore 

ffor  al  to  soone  /  may  they  leme  loore 

Of  booldnesse  /  whan  she  woxen  is  a  wyf* 

IF  And  ye  maistresses  /  in  youre  oldo  lyf*  72 

That  lordes  doghtres  /  han  in  gou^maflce 

Ke  taketh  of  my  wordes  no  displcsafice 

Thenketh  /  that  ye  been  set  in  gouernynges 

Of  lordes  doghtres  /  oonly  for  two  thynges  76 

Outher  /  for  ye  han  kept*  youre  honestee  naaf  ws] 

Or  elles  /  ye  han  falle  in  frcletee 

And  knowen  wel  ynough  the  olde  daunce 

And  han  forsaken  /  fully  swich  meschaunce  80 

ffor  eueremo  /  therfore  for  Cristes  sake 

To  teche  hem  vcrtu  /  looke  pat  ye  ne  slake 

IF  A  theef  of  venysofl  /  that  hath  forlaff 

His  likerousnesse  /  and  al  his  olde  craft*  84 

Kan  kepe  a  fforest*  best  of  any  man 

Now  kcpeth  wel  /  for  if  ye  wolde  ye  kan 

Looke  wel  /  ^t  ye  /  vn-to  no  vice  assente 

Lest  ye  be  dampned  /  for  youre  wikke  entente  88 

ffor  who  so  dooth  /  a  traitour  is  certeyn 

And  taketh  kepe  /  of  that  pat  I  shal  scyn 

Of  alle  tresons  /  souereyn  pestilence  No/a 

Is  /  whan  a  wight*  bitrayscth  Innocence  92 

IF  Ye  fadres  and  ye  mooilres  /  eek  also 

Though  ye  han  children  /  be  it  oon  or  two 

Youre  is  the  charge  /  of  al  hir  suruciafice 

Whil  fat  they  been  /  vnder  youre  gouemafice  96 
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Beth  war  /  if  by  ensami»le  /  of  youre  lyuynge 

Or  by  youre  necligence  /  in  chastisynge 

That  they  pmsse  /  for  I  dar  wel  seye 

If  fat  they  doon  /  ye  shul  it  deere  abeye  100 

Vnder  a  shepherde  /  softe  and  necligent 

The  wolf  /  hath  many  a  sheepc  and  lamb  to-renf 

[ •  •  • 

710  gap  in  the  MS,]  104 

This  mayde  /  of  which  I  wol  this  tale  expresse 
So  kepte  hir  self*  hir  neded  no  maistresse 
ffor  in  hir  lyuyng*  may  dens  myghten  rede 
As  in  a  book/  euery  good  word  or  dede  108 

That  longeth  to  a  maydcn  ve?-tuou8 
She  was  so  pnident*  and  so  bou/^teuous 
IFor  which  /  the  fame  /  out  sprong  on  eue?'y  syde 
Bothe  of  liir  beautee  and  hir  bouwtee  wyde  112 

That  thurgh  that  land  /  they  preised  hire  echone 
That  loued  vertu  /  saue  Enuye  allone 
That  sory  is  /  of  oother  mennes  wele      ^  Augustinus 
And  glad  is  of  his  sorwe  /  and  his  vnheele  IIG 

The  doctour  /  inaketh  tliis  descripciou?i 
This  mayde  vp-on  a  day  /  wentc  in  the  toun 
Toward  a  temple  /  with  hir^*  niooder  deere 
As  is  /  of  yonge  maydens  the  manere  1 20 

IF  Now  was  ther  thanne  /  a  Justice  in  that  toun 
That  gouernour  was  /  of  that  Regioun 
And  so  bifel  /  this  luge  /  hise  eyen  caste 
Vp-on  this  mayde  /  auysynge  liym  ful  faste  124 

As  she  cam  forby  /  ther  as  this  luge  stood? 
Anon  /  his  herte  chaunged  and  his  mood 
So  was  he  caught*  with  beautee  of  this  mayde     [leaf  iss,  back] 
And  to  hym  self/  ful  pryuely  he  sayde  128 

Tliis  mayde  /  slial  be  myn  /  for  any  man 
IF  Anon  the  feend  /  in-to  his  herte  ran 
And  taiighte  hym  sodeynly  /  fat  he  by  slyghtc 
The  may  den  /  to  his  purpos  wynne  myghte  132 
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ffor  certes  by  no  force  /  no  by  no  mcedo 

Hym  thouglite  /  he  was  nat*  able  for  to  speede 

ffor  she  was  strong^  of  freendes  /  and  eek  she 

Confermed  was  /  in  swich  soucrayn  bouwteo  136 

That  wel  he  wiste  /  he  myghte  hire  neuere  wynne 

As  for  to  maken  liirc  /  with  hir  body  synne 

ffor  which  /  by  greet  deliberacioan 

He  sente  after  a  cherl  /  was  in  the  toun  1 40 

Which  pat  he  knew  /  for  subtil  and  for  booldl 

This  luge  /  vn-to  this  cherl  /  his  tale  hath  toold 

In  secree  wise  /  and  made  hym  to  ensure 

He  sholde  telle  it*  to  no  creature  144 

And  if  he  dide  /  he  sholde  lese  his  hee<) 

Whan  pat  assented  was  /  this  cursed  reedf 

Glad  was  this  luge  /  and  maked  him  greet  clicere 

And  yaf  hym  yiftes  /  preciouse  and  deore  1 48 

IF  Whan  shapcn  was  /  al  hire  conspiracie 

ffro  point  to  point*  how  pat  his  Iccherio 

Pa;'fourned  sholde  been  ful  subtil ly 

As  ye  /  shul  heere  it  after  openly  152 

Iloom  gooth  the  cherl  /  pat  highte  Claudius 

This  false  luge  /  that  hightc  Apius 

So  was  his  name  /  for  this  is  no  fable 

But  knowen  /  for  historial  thyng  notable  156 

The  sentence  of  it*  sooth  is  out  of  douto 

This  false  luge  /  gooth  now  faste  aboute 

To  hasten  his  delif  al  that  he  may 

And  so  bifel  /  soone  after  on  a  day  160 

This  fabe  luge  /  as  telleth  vs  the  storie 

As  he  was  wont*  sat  in  his  Consistorie 

And  yaf  his  doomes  /  vp-on  sondry  cas 

This  false  cherl  /  cam  forth  /  a  ful  greet  paa  164 

And  seyde  lord  /  if  pat  it  be  youre  wille 

As  dooth  me  right/  vp-on  this  pitous  bille 

In  which  I  pleyne  /  vp-on  Virginius 

And  if  pat  he  wol  seyn  /  it  is  nat  thus  168 
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I  wol  it  preeue  /  and  fynde  good  witnesse 

That  sooth  is  /  that  my  bille  wol  expj'esse 

IF  The  luge  answerde  /  of  this  in  his  absence 

I  may  nat  yeue  /  diffyny[ty]ue  sentence  172 

•adira 

Lat  do  hym  calle  /  and  I  wol  gladly  heere 

Thou  shalt  haue  al  rigfef  and  no  ^vrong  heere 

^  Virginius  /  cam  to  wite  the  luges  will©  [ie«f  iso] 

And  right  anon  /  was  rad  this  cursed  bille  176 

The  sentence  of  it  /  was  as  ye  shul  heere 

IF  To  yow  my  lor<i  /  sire  Apius  so  deere 

Sheweth  yoiu-e  poure  seruant  Claudius 

How  that  a  knyght  /  called  Virginius  180 

Agayns  the  lawe  /  agayn  al  equitee 

Holdeth  expres  /  agayn  the  wyl  of  me 

My  seruanf .  which  pat  is  my  thral  by  rigfet* 

Which  fro  myn  hous  /  was  stole  vp-on  a  nyght*  184 

Whil  pat  she  was  ful  yong*  this  wol  1  preeue 

By  witnesse  lord  /  so  pat  it  nat  yow  greeue 

She  nys  his  doghter  nat«  what  so  he  seye 

Wherfore  /  to  yow  /  my  lord  the  luge  I  prej-e  188 

yeld  me  my  thral  /  if  fat  it  be  you  re  wille 

Lo  /  this  was  /  al  the  sentence  of  his  bilk 

%  Virginius  /  gan  vp-on  the  dierl  biliolde 

But  hastily  /  er  he  his  tale  tolde  192 

And  wolde  haue  preeued  it<  as  sholde  a  knyghf 

And  eek*  by  witnessyng*  of  many  a  wighf 

That  it  was  fals  /  that  seyde  his  Adu^sarie 

This  cursed  luge  /  wolde  no  thyng  tarie  19G 

Ke  heere  a  word  moore  of  Virginius 

But  yaf  liis  luggement*  and  seyde  thus 

IF  I  deeme  anon  /  tliis  chcrl  his  s^'niaiit  haue 

Thou  shalt  no  longer  /  in  tliyn  hous  liir  saue  200 

Go  bryng  hire  forth  /  and  put  hir^  in  oure  Avaide 

The  chcrl  shal  haue  his  thral  /  this  I  awartle 

IF  And  whan  this  worthy  knyghf  Virginius 

Thurgh  sentence  /  of  this  Justice  Apius  204 
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Moste  by  force  /  his  deere  doghter  yeuen 

Vn-to  the  luge  /  in  lecherie  to  lyuen 

He  gooth  hym  hoom  /  and  sette  him  in  his  halle 

And  leet  anon  /  his  deere  doghter  calle  208 

And  with  a  face  deed  /  as  asshen  colde 

Vpon  hir  humble  face  /  he  gan  biholde 

With  fadres  pitee  /  stikynge  thurgh  his  herte 

Al  wolde  he  /  from  his  purpos  nat  conuerte  212 

Doghter  quod  he  /  Virginia  /  by  thy  name 
Ther  been  two  weyes  /  outher  deeth  or  shame 
That  thou  most  /  suffre  /  alias  fat  I  was  bore 
ffor  neuere  /  thou  deseruedesf  wherfore  216 

To  dyen  /  with  a  swerd  /  or  with  a  knyf* 
O  deere  doghter/  endere  of  my  lyf 
Which  I  haue  fostred  vp  /  with  swich  plesafice 
That  thou  were  neuere  /  out  of  my  remembrafice  220 

0  doghter  /  which  pat  art  my  laste  wo 
And  in  my  lyf'  my  laste  ioye  also 

O  gemme  o  Chastitee  in  pacience  [i<»fiS9,iKickj 

Take  thou  thy  deeth  /  for  this  is  my  sentence  224 

fFor  loue  and  nat  for  hate  /  tliou  most  be  deedl 
My  pitous  hand  /  moot  smyten  of  thyn  heedf 
Alias  /  that  euere  Apius  the  say 

Thus  hath  he  falsly  /  lugged  the  to  day  228 

And  tolde  hire  al  the  cas  /  as  ye  bifore 
Han  hewl  /  nat  nedeth  for  to  tollc  it  moore 
IF  0  mercy  deere  fader  /  quod  this  mayde 
And  wit^  that  word  /  she  both  hir  Armes  layde  232 

About  his  nekke  /  as  she  was  wont  to  do 
The  teeris  /  bruste  out  of  hir  eyen  two 
And  seyde  /  goode  fader  shal  I  dye 
Is  ther  no  grace  /  is  ther  no  remedy e  236 

If  No  certes  /  deere  doghter  mjn  quod  he 
IT  Thanne  yif  me  leyser  /  fader  myn  quod  she 
My  deeth  for  to  comple}'ne  /  a  litel  space 
ffor  pardee  lepto  yaf  his  doghter  grace  i:  iwi\am€mvihao.ji*  240 
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fFor  to  compleyne  /  er  he  hir  slow  alias  LJu^oSilSdSf** 

And  god  it  woof  no  thyng  was  hir  trespas 

But  for  she  ran  /  hir  fader  for  to  see 

To  welcome  hym  /  with  greet  solempnitee  244 

And  wit/i  that  word  /  she  fil  aswowne  anon 

And  after/  whan  hir  swownyng*  is  agon 

She  nseth  vp  /  and  to  hir  fader  sayde 

Blissed  be  god  /  that  I  shal  dye  a  mayde  248 

Yif  me  my  deeth  /  er  that  I  haue  a  shame 

Dooth  with  youre  child  /  youre  wyl  a  goddes  name 

IF  And  with  that  word  /  she  preyed  hym  ful  ofte 

That  with  his  swerd  /  he  wolde  sroyte  softe  252 

And  with  that  word  /  aswowne  doun  she  fil 

BLir  fader  /  with  ful  sorweful  herte  and  wil 

Hir  heed  of  smoot*  and  by  the  tope  it  hente 

And  to  the  luge  /  he  gan  it  to  presente  256 

As  he  sat  yef  in  doom  in  Consistorie 

And  whan  the  luge  it  saugh  /  as  seith  the  storie 

He  bad  to  take  hym  /  and  auhange  hym  faste 

But  right  anon  /  a  thousand  peplc  in  thraste  260 

To  saue  the  knyght*  for  routhe  and  for  pitee 

ifor  knowen  was  /  the  false  Iniquitee 

The  peple  anon  /  hath  suspect*  of  this  thyng* 

By  manere  /  of  the  cherles  chalangyng*  264 

That  it  was  /by  the  assent  of  Apius 

They  wisten  wel  /  that  he  was  lecherus 

ffor  which  /  vn-to  this  Apius  they  gon 

And  caste  hym  in  a  prison  right  anon  268 

Ther  as  he  slow  hym  self*  and  Claudius 

That  seruant  was  /  vn-to  this  Apius 

And  demed  /  for  to  hange  vpon  a  tree  ne»f  i*o] 

But  that  Virginias  /  of  his  pitee  272 

So  preyde  for  hym  /  that  he  was  exiled 

And  elles  certes  /  he  had  been  bigylet? 

The  remenant  were  anhauged  moorc  and  lesse 

That  were  conscntanf  of  this  cursed nes8e  -76 
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Heere  men  may  seen  /  how  synne  hath  his  meriie 
Beth  war  /  for  no  man  woof  whom  god  wol  smyt-e 
In  no  degree  /  ne  in  which  manerc  wyse 
The  worm  of  conscience  /  may  agryse  280 

Of  wikked  lyf*  though  it  so  pryuee  be 
That  no  man  /  woot  ther-of*  but  god  and  he 
ffor  be  he  lewed  man  /  or  ellis  lered 
He  noot  how  soone  /  pat  he  shal  been  afered  284 

Therfore  I  rede  yow  /  this  conseil  take 
fforsaketh  synne  /  er  synne  yow  forsake 


IT  Heere  endeth  /  the  Phisiciena  tale  (J) 
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V  The  wordes  of  the  Hoosf  to  the  Phisicien  and 
the  Pardoner  ^ 

Ovre  Hoost  gan  to  swere  /  as  ho  were  woo^ 
Harrow  quod  he  /  by  nayles  and  by  bloodi       288 
This  was  a  fals  cherl  and  a  fals  lustise 
As  shameful  deeth  /  as  herte  may  deuyse 
Come  to  thise  false  luges  /  and  hire  Aduocatz 
Algate  /  this  sely  mayde  /  is  slayn  alias  292 

Alias  /  to  deere  boughte  she  beautee 
Wherfore  I  seye  /  al  day  /  as  men  may  see 
That  yiffces  of  ffortune  and  of  Nature 
Been  cause  of  deeth  /  to  many  a  creature  296 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.^ 

Of  bothe  yiftes  /  that  I  speke  of  now 

Men  han  ful  ofte  /  moore  for  harm  than  prow  300 

IF  But  trewely  /  myn  owene  maister  deere 

This  is  /  a  pitous  tale  for  to  heere 

But  nathelees  /  passe  ouer  /  is  no  fors 

I  pray  to  god  /  so  saue  thy  gentil  cors  304 

And  eek/  thyne  vrynals  /  and  thy  lurdones 

Thyn  ypocras  /  and  eek  thy  Galiones 

And  euery  boyste  /  ful  of  thy  letuarie 

God  blesse  hem  /  and  cure  lady  Seint  Marie  308 

So  moot  I  theen  /  thou  art  a  propre  man 

And  lyk  a  p?Tlat*  by  Seint  Ronyan 

Scyde  I  nat  wel  /  I  kan  nat  si)eke  in  t^nne 

But  wel  I  woot*  thou  doost  myn  herte  to  emie  312 

That  I  almoost/  haue  caught*  a  Cardynacle  peaf  ho,  iwck] 

By  corpus  bones  /  but  I  haue  triacle 

Or  elles  a  draughte  /  of  moyste  and  corny  Ale 

Or  but  I  heere  anon  /  a  m}Tie  tale  316 
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Myn  herte  is  lost*  for  pitee  of  this  mayde 

Thou  bed  amy  /  thou  Pardoner  he  sayde 

Telle  V8  som  myrthe  /  or  Japes  right  anon 

IF  It  shal  be  doon  quod  he  /  by  Seint  Ronyon)  320 

But  first  quod  he  /  heere  at  this  Ale  stake 

I  wol  bothe  drynke  /  and  eten  of  a  Cake 

IF  And  right  anon  /  the  gentils  gonne  to  crye 

Nay  /  lat  hym  telle  vs  of  no  ribaudye  324 

Telle  YS  som  moral  thyng*  pat  we  may  leere 

Som  wit*  and  thanne  wol  we  gladly  heere 

IF  I  graunte  ywis  quod  ho  /  but  I  moot  thynke 

Yp-on  som  honeste  thyng<  while  ^t  I  drynke  328 
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[on  Iwflif^  ftorit] 

T  Heere  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Pardoners  tale 
^  Radix  malorum  est*  Cnpiditas  Ad  Thimotheom  .6? 

LOrdynges  quod  he  /  in  chirches  /  whan  I  preche 
I  peyne  me  /  to  han  an  hauteyn  speche 
And  lynge  it  ouf  as  round  as  gooth  a  belle 
fTor  I  kan  /  al  by  rote  that  I  telle  332 

My  theme  is  alwey  oon  /  and  euere  was 
Badix  malorum  est  Cupiditas 

First  I  pronounce  /  whennes  fat  I  come 
And  thanne  my  bulles  /  shewe  I  alle  and  some    336 
Oure  lige  lordes  seel  /  on  my  patente 
That  shewe  I  first*  my  body  to  warente 
That  no  man  be  so  boold  /  ne  preest  ne  clerk^ 
Me  to  destourbe  /  of  Cristes  hooly  werk*  340 

,   And  after  that*  thanne  telle  I  forth  my  tales 

1  Bulles  of  popes  *  and  of  Cardynales  ^'^LTS-'tSe^Ms]'*^ 

Of  Patriarkes  /  and  bishoppes  I  shewe 

And  in  latyn  /  I  speke  a  wordcs  fewe  344 

To  saffron  with  my  predicacioil 

And  for  to  stire  hem  /  to  dcuocion 

Thanne  shewe  I  forth  /  my  longe  c?7'stal  stones 

Ycrammed  ful  of  cloutes  and  of  bones  348 

Relikes  been  they  /  as  wenen  they  eclioon 

Thanne  haue  [I]  in  laton  a  sholder  boon 

Wliich  that  was  /  of  an  hooly  lewes  sheep^ 

Goode  men  I  seye  /  taak*  of  my  wordes  keepe  352 

If  that  this  boon  /  be  wasshe  in  any  welle  [icat  iii] 

If  Cow  /  or  Calf  or  Sheepc  /  or  Oxc  sw<j11c 

That  any  worm  hath  ete  /  or  worm  ystonge 

Tiuik  Avater  of  tliat  Avelle  /  and  wa-^sh  his  tougc  356 
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And  it  is  hool  anon  /  and  forthermoor 

Of  pokkes  /  and  of  scabbe  /  and  enery  soor 

Shal  euerj  sheepe  be  hool  /  ^t  of  this  welle 

Drynketh  a  draoghte  /  taak  kepe  eek  what  I  telle         360 

IT  If  that  the  goode  man  /  that  the  beestes  oweth 

"Wol  euery  wyke  /  er  that  the  Cok  hym  croweth 

fiastynge  drinke  /  of  this  welle  a  dianglite 

As  thilke  hooly  lew  /  oure  eldres  taughte  364 

Hise  beestes  and  his  stoor  shal  multiplie 

IT  And  sire  /  also  /  it  heeleth  Jalousie 

ffor  though  a  man  /  be  falle  in  lalous  rage 

Lat  maken  /  with  this  water  his  potage  368 

And  neuere  shal  he  moore  /  his  wyf  mystriste 

Though  he  the  soothe  /  of  hir  defaute  wiste 

Al  had  she  /  taken  preestes  /  two  or  thre 

IT  Heere  is  a  Miteyn  eek/  that  ye  may  se  372 

He  ^t  his  hand  wol  putte  in  this  Mitayn 

He  shal  haue  /  multipliyng^  of  his  grayn 

Whan  he  hath  sowen  /  be  it  whete  or  Otes 

So  pat  he  offre  /  pens  /  or  elles  grotes  376 

If  Goode  men  and  wo?;imen  /  o  thyiig  wame  I  yow 

If  any  wight  /  be  in  tliis  chirohe  now 

That  hath  doon  synne  horrible  pat  he  * 

Dar  nat  for  shame  /  of  it  yshr^-uon  W  380 

Or  any  womman  /  be  she  yong  or  olJ 

That  hath  ymaked  /  hir  housbonde  Cokewold 

Swich  folk*  shal  haue  no  power  ne  no  grace 

To  offren  /  to  my  relikes  in  this  place  384 

And  who  so  fyndeth  hym  /  out  of  swicti  fame 

They  wol  come  vp  /  and  oflfre  on  goddes  name 

And  I  assoille  hem  /  by  the  Auctoritoe 

Which  that  by  bulle  /  ygraunted  was  to  me  388 

IT  By  this  gaude  /  haue  I  wonne  /  yeer  by  yeer 

An  hundred  mark*  sith  I  was  Pardoner 

I  stondo  lyk  a  clerk*  in  my  pulpct* 

And  whan  the  lewed  peple  /  is  doun  yset^  393 
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I  preche  so  /  as  ye  han  herd  bifoore 
And  telle  /  an  hundred  false  Tapes  moore 
Thanne  peyne  I  me  /  to  strecche  forth  the  nekke 
And  Est  and  West*  vp-on  the  peple  I  bekke  396 

As  dooth  a  dowue  /  sittynge  /  on  a  heme 
Myne  handes  and  my  tonge  goon  so  yeme 
That  it  is  ioye  /  to  se  my  bisynesse 
Of  Auarice  /  and  of  swich  cursednesse  400 

Is  al  my  prechyng*  for  to  make  hem  free  [lear  ui,  bMk] 

To  yeuen  hir  pens  /  and  namely  vn-to  me 
ffor  myn  entente  /  is  nat  but  for  to  wynne 
And  no  thyng*  for  correcciofl  of  synne  404 

I  rekke  neuere  /  whan  they  been  beryedJ 
Though  J^at  hir  soules  /  goon  a  blakeberyed 
ffor  certes  /  many  a  predicaciofi 

Comth  ofte  tyme  /  of  yuel  entenciofl  408 

Som  for  plesance  of  folk/  and  flaterye 
To  been  auaunced  /  by  ypocrisye 
And  som  for  veyne  glorie  /  and  som  for  hate 
'  ffor  whan  /  I  dar  noon  oother  weyes  debate  412 

Thanne  wol  I  stynge  hym  /  vfiih  my  tonge  smerto 
In  prechyng  /  so  that  he  shal  nat  astcrte 
To  been  defamed  falsly  /  if  that  he  ^ 
Hath  trespased  /  to  my  bretheren  /  or  to  me  416 

ffor  though  I  telle  noght  /his  p?'opre  name 
Men  shal  wel  knowe  /  that  it  is  tlie  same 
By  signes  /  and  by  othere  circumstances 
Thus  quyte  I  folk*  that  doon  vs  displesances  420 

Thus  spitte  I  out  my  venym  /  vndcr  hewe 
Of  hoolynesse  /  to  semen  hooly  and  trewe 
IT  But  shortly  myn  entente  I  wol  deuyse 
I  preche  of  no  thyng*  but  for  coueityse  424 

Therfore  /  my  theme  is  yet*  and  euere  was 
Radix  malor?/m  est  Cupiditas 
Thus  kan  I  preche  /  agayn  that  same  vice 
Wliicli  ^ai  I  vse  /  and  that  is  Auarice  428 
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But  though  my  self/  be  gilty  in  that  synne 

Yet  kan  I  maken  /  oother  folk*  to  twynne 

firom  Auarioe  /  and  soore  to  repcnte 

But  that  is  nat/  my  principal  entente  432 

I  preche  no  thyng*  but  for  coueitise 

Of  this  mateere  /  it  oghte  ynogh  suffise 

IT  Thanne  telle  I  hem  /  ensamples  many  oon 

Of  olde  stories  /  longe  tyme  agoon  436 

ffor  lewed  peple  /  louen  tales  olde 

Swiche  thynges  /  kan  they  wel  reporte  and  holde 

What  trowe  ye  /  the  whiles  I  may  prccho 

And  Wynne  /  gold  and  siluer  /  for  I  teche  440 

That  I  wol  lyue  in  poue^-te  wilfully 

Nay  nay  /  I  thoghte  it  neuere  trewely 

ffor  I  wol  preche  /  and  begge  in  soudry  landes 

I  wol  naf  do  no  labour/  with  myne  handes  444 

Ne  make  baskettes  /  and  lyue  therby 

By  cause  /  I  wol  nat  beggen  ydelly 

I  wol  noon  /  of  the  Apostles  countrefeto 

I  wol  haue  moneie  /  wollo  chcsc  and  whete  448 

Al  were  it  yeuen  /  of  the  poue;*e8te  page  ik«f  i4ij 

Or  of  the  pouereste  wydwe  /  in  a  village 

Al  sholde  hir  children  stenie  /  for  famyno 

Nay  /  I  wol  drynke  /  licour  of  the  vyne  452 

And  haue  a  ioly  wenche  /  in  euery  toun 

But  herkneth  lordynges  in  conclusioun 

IT  Youre  likyng  is  /  that  I  shal  telle  a  tale 

Now  /  haue  I  dronke  a  draughte  of  coniy  ale  45G 

By  god  /  I  hope  /  I  shal  yow  telle  a  thyug* 

That  shal  by  rcson)  /  been  at  youre  likyng* 

ffor  though  my  self*  be  a  ful  vicious  man 

A  moral  tale  /  yet  I  yow  telle  kan  4  GO 

Which  I  am  wont  to  preche  /  for  to  wynne 

Now  hoold  yourc  pees  /  my  tale  I  wol  big}'nne 
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If  Heere  bigynneth  the  Pardoners  tale  ^ 

I  IT  fflaundres  whilom  was  a  compaignye 
Of  yonge  folk/  that  haunteden  folyo  464 

As  Riot*  hasaix)  /  stywes  /  and  Taucrnes 
Where  /  as  /  with  harpes  /  lutes  and  Gytemes 
They  daunce  /  and  pleyen  at  dees  /  bothe  day  and  nyght* 
And  eten  also  /  and  drynken  ouer  hir  myght/  468 

Thurgh  which  /  they  doon  the  deuel  sacrifise     ^JSj^J^'^i** 
With-Inne  that  deueles  temple  in  cursed  wise    **^****'*^-^ 
By  superfluytee  abhomynable 

Hir  othes  /  been  so  grete  and  so  dampnable  472 

That  it  is  grisly  /  for  to  heere  hem  swere 
Oure  blissed  lordes  body  /  they  to-tere 
Hem  thoughte  /  Jxit  lewcs  /  rente  hym  noglit  ynough 
And  ech  of  hem  /  at  otheres  syiine  lough  476 

And  right  anon  /  thanne  comen  Tombestei-os 
fFetys  and  smale  /  and  yonge  IFrutesteres 
Syngeres  with  harpes  /  Baudes  /  wafereres 
Whiche  been  /  the  veiTay  deueles  Oificeres  480 

To  kyndle  and  blowe  /  the  fyr  of  Iccherye 
That  is  annexed  vn-to  glotonye 
The  hooly  writ/  take  I  to  my  witnesso 
That  luxurie  /  is  in  wyn  and  dronkenesse  484 

Lo  how  fat  dronken  Looth  vnkyndely  ^u"  mv  ta5!!ria''*"*' ' 
Lay  by  hise  doghtres  two  vnwityngly 
So  dronke  he  was  /  ho  nyste  what  he  wroghte 
IT  Herodes  /  who  so  /  wel  the  stories  soghte  488 

[ .••.••• 

7io  sjmn'ous  lines  in  this  MS.] 
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Whan  he  of  wyn  /  was  repleet*  at  his  feeste  489 

Eight*  at  his  oweiie  table  /  he  yaf  his  heeste 

To  sleen  the  Baptist  lohn  /  ful  giltelees 

IF  Senec*  seith  a  good  word  doutelces  ^  seneca  492 

He  seith  /  he  kan  no  difference  fynde  ci«afi42,back] 

Bitwix  a  man  /  that  is  out  of  his  mynde 

And  a  man  /  which  tliat  is  dronkelewe 

But  that  woodnesse  /  fallen  in  a  shrewe  496 

Perseuereth  lenger/  than  dooth  dronkenesse 

O  glotonye  /  fid  of  cursednesse 

O  cause  first*  of  cure  confusiofi 

O  original  /  of  ouro  dampnaciofl  500 

Til  Crist/  hadde  boght  vs  /  with  his  blood  agayn 

Lo  /  how  deere  /  shortly  for  to  sayn 

Aboght  was  /  thilke  cursed  vileynye 

Corrupt*  was  al  this  world  for  glotonye  604 

IT  Adam  oure  fader  /  and  his  wyf  also 

fifro  Paradys  /  to  labour  and  to  wo 

Were  dr}'uen  for  that  vice  /  it  is  no  drede  607 

ffor  whil  fcit  Adam  fasted  /  as  I  redo        l'„*S:'r4.~;;^„  \~i: 

He  was  in  Paradys  /  and  whan  f^/t  he  ^  ^IS/^S^ 

Ect  of  the  fruyt/  deffended  on  the  tree 

Anon  he  was  out  cast*  to  wo  and  peyne 

O  glotonye  /  on  thee  wel  oghte  vs  pleyne  512 

O  wiste  a  man  /  how  manye  maladyes 

tfolwen  of  excesse  /  and  of  glotonyes 

He  wolde  been  /  the  moore  mesurable 

Of  his  diete  /  sittynge  at  his  table  616 

Alias  /  the  shorte  throte  /  the  tendre  mouth 

Maketh  fat  Est*  ami  West*  and  North  and  South 

In  Erthe  /  in  Eir  /  in  water/  man  to  swynke 

To  gete  a  glotofi  /  deyntce  mete  and  drynke  620 

Of  this  matiere  /  o  Paul  wel  kanstow  trete 

Mete  vn-to  wombe  /  and  wombe  eek*  vn-to  mete  J^SaSrScil! 

Shal  god  destroyen  bothe  /  as  Paulus  seith     ?m.«StS.JiT 

Alias  /  a  foul  thyng  is  it/  by  my  feith  624 
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To  seye  this  word  /  and  fouler  is  the  dede 

Whan  man  so  drjmketh  /  of  the  white  and  rede 

That  of  his  throte  /  he  maketh  his  pryuee 

Thurgh  thilke  cursed  superfluitee  528 

IF  The  Apostel  wepyng*  scith  ful  pitously  J^aLto  S?^** 

Ther  walken  manye  /  of  whiche  yow  toold  haue  I 

I  seye  it  now  wepyng*  with  pitous  voys 

Ther  heen  enemys  of  Cristes  croys  532 

Of  whiche  the  ende  is  deeth  /  wombe  is  hir  god 

O  wombe  /  o.  bely  /  o.  stynkyng  Cod 

ffulfilled  of  donge  /  and  of  corrupcioun 

At  either  ende  of  thee  /  foul  is  the  soun  536 

How  greet  labour/  and  cost*  is  thee  to  fynde 

Thise  Cookes  /  how  they  stampe  /  and  streyne  and  gryndo 

And  turnen  substaunce  in-to  Accident* 

To  fultillen  /  al  thy  likerous  talenf  640 

Out  of  the  harde  bones  knokke  they  paaf  i48] 

The  mary  /  for  they  caste  noght  a-wey 

That  may  go  thurgh  the  golef  softe  and  swoote 

Of  spicerie  /  of  leef*  /  and  bark*  and  roote  54-1 

Shal  been  his  sauce  ymaked  by  delit* 

To  make  hym  yet*  a  newer  appetit* 

But  c€?-tes  /  he  that  haunteth  swiche  delices  Jf^Jjf*  wt""viueitl 

Is  deed  /  whU  >at  he  lyueth  in  tho  vices        «ort««««t  543 

IF  A  lecherous  thyng*  is  wyn  and  dronkenesse  Jlnu«?"f  ^ef  c«m^ 

Is  ful  of  stry uyng*  and  of  wrcccbedne^se  tumeUow  e    eia» 

O  dronke  man  /  disfigured  is  thy  face 

Sour  is  thy  breeth  /  foul  artow  to  embrace  552 

And  thurgh  thy  dronke  nose  /  semeth  the  soun 

As  though  thou  seydest*  ay  Sampsouw  Sampsouw 

And  yet  god  woot*  Sampsou?i  drank  neuere  no  wyn 

Thou  fallest/  as  it  were  a  styked  swyn  556 

Thy  tonge  is  lost/  and  al  thyn  honeste  cure 

ffor  dronkenesse  /  is  verray  sepulture 

Of  maimes  wit*  and  his  discrecion 

In  whom  fat  drynke  hath  dominaciofi  5 GO 
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He  kan  no  conseil  kepe  /  it  is  no  drcdo 

Now  kepe  yow  /  fro  the  white  and  fro  the  rede 

And  namely  /  fro  the  white  wyn  of  lepe 

That  is  to  selle  /  in  fifysshstrete  /  or  in  Chepe  564 

This  wyn  of  Spaigne  /  crepeth  subtilly 

In  othere  wynes  /  growynge  faste  by 

Of  which  ther  ryseth  swich  fiunositce 

That  whan  a  man  hath  dronken  draughtes  thie  568 

And  weneth  /  that  he  be  at  hoom  in  Chepe 

He  is  in  Spaigne  /  right  at  the  toune  of  lepe 

Nat  at  the  Rochele  /  ne  at  Burdeux  toun 

And  thanne  wol  he  scye  /  Samj)so?m  Sampsoun  572 

IF  But  herkneth  lordes  //O  word  I  yow  preye 

That  alle  the  souereyn  Actes  dar  I  Boyo 

Of  victories  /  in  the  olde  testament* 

Thurgh  verray  god  /  fat  is  omnipotent*  576 

Were  doon  in  Abstinence  /  and  in  preyere 

Lookcth  the  Bible  /  and  ther  ye  may  it  lecre 

IT  Looke  Attilla  the  greto  Conquerour 

Dcyde  in  his  sleepc  /  wiVi  shame  and  dishonour  680 

Bledynge  ay  at  his  nose  in  dronkenesse 

A  Capitayn  /  sholde  lyuo  in  sobrenesse 

And  oner  al  this  /  any  set  h  yow  right  wel 

What  was  comaiinded  /  vn  to  Lamwel      if  Noii  Tina«  dar«  584 

Nat  Samuel  /  but  Lamwel  seyc  I 

Redeth  the  Bible  /  and  fynde  it  expr/jsly 

Of  wyn  yeuyng^  to  hem  f^/t  han  lustise 

Namoore  of  this  /  for  it  may  wel  suAise  588 

ANd  now  I  haue  si>oken  of  Olotonye  [i<ari4s,bM«] 

Now  wol  I  yow  /  deffcnden  hasanlrye      T  of  HaMnirye 

Hasard  /  is  verray  mooder  of  Icsynges  JLJSSSS'Sii'"?"  mS'.S: 

And  of  deceite  / and  cursed  forewerynges  Jjj'j-* P«*«ri^" «»««•' 

Blasphemyng  of  cr/st*  man^laughtrc  and  wast*  also 

Of  catel  and  of  tyme  /  and  forthermo 

It  is  repreeue  /  and  contrarie  of  honoi<r 

ffor  to  ben  holde  /  a  commune  hasardour  506 
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And  euer  the  hyer/  he  is  of  estaat* 

The  moore  /  is  he  holden  desolaaf 

If  that  a  Prynce  /  vseth  hasardryo 

In  alle  gouemance  and  policye  600 

He  is  /  as  by  commune  opiniofl 

Yholde  the  lasse  /  in  reputaciofl 

IT  Stilboil  /  that  was  a  wys  embassadoiir 

Was  sent  to  Corynthe  /  in  ful  greet  honowr  604 

Ifro  Lacidomye  /  to  maken  hire  Alliaunce 

And  whan  he  cam  /  hym  happed [e]  par  chaunco 

That  alle  the  gretteste  /  that  were  of  that  lond* 

Pleyynge  atte  hasardf  /  he  hem  fond*  608 

Ifor  which  /  as  soone  /  as  it  myghte  be 

He  stal  hym  hoom  agayn  /  to  his  contree 

And  seyde  /  thcr  wol  I  nat  lese  my  name 

Ne  I  wol  nat  tiike  on  me  so  greet  defame  612 

Yow  for  to  allie  /  vn-to  none  hasardours 

Sendeth  /  othere  wise  Embassadours 

ffor  by  my  trouthe  /  me  were  leu^'e  dye 

Than  I  yow  sholde  /  to  hasardours  allye  616 

tfor  ye  that  been  /  so  glorious  in  honours 

Shul  nat  allyen  yow  /  with  hasardours 

As  by  my  wyl  /  ne  as  by  my  tretee 

This  wise  Philosophrc  /  thus  seyde  hoe  620 

IT  Looke  eek<  that  the  kyiig^  Demetrius 

The  kyng  of  Parthes  as  the  book  seith  vs 

Sente  him  /  a  paire  of  dees  of  gold  in  sconi 

ifor  he  hadde  vscd  /  hasardf  ther-biforn  624 

IFor  which  /  he  heeld  his  glorie  /  or  his  renoun 

At  no  value  /  or  roputacioun 

Lordes  may  fynden  /  oother  maner  pley 

lloueste  ynough  /  to  dryue  the  day  aAvey  628 

Now  wol  I  speke  /  of  othcs  false  and  grcte  JiSie'ryS''*^  * 
A  word  or  two  /  as  okle  bookes  trete 
Oret  swcryng^  is  a  thyng*  abhoniinable 
And  fals  sworyng*  is  yet  moore  rcprcuable  632 
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The  heighe  god  /  forbad  sweryng*  at  al       T  NoUu  omniiio  luran 
Witnesse  on  Mathew  /  but  in  special 

Of  sweryng^  seith  the  hooly  leremye  li*nI.Vc5i'af iSwi" ''^' 

Thou  shalt  seye  sooth  thyne  othes  and  nat  lye  636 

And  swere  in  doom  /  and  eek  in  rightwisnesse  [iMf  144] 

But  ydel  sweryng*  is  a  cursednesse 

Bihoold  and  se  /  that  in  the  firste  table 

Of  heighe  goddes  heestes  honurable  640 

Hon  /  that  the  seconde  heeste  /  of  hym  /  is  this 

Take  nat  my  name  /  in  ydel  or  amys 

Lo  rather  he  forbedeth  swich  sweryng* 

Than  homycide  /  or  any  cursed  thyng*  644 

I  seye  /  that  as  by  ordre  /  thus  it  stondctft 

Tliis  knowen  /  that  hise  heestes  vnderstondetft 

How  fat  /  the  seconde  heeste  of  god  is  that* 

And  forther  ou^  /  I  wol  thee  telle  al  plat*  648 

That  vengeance  /  shal  nat  p^rten  from  his  hous 

That  of  hise  othes  /  is  to  outrageous 

By  goddes  precious  herte  /  and  by  his  nayles 

And  by  the  blood  of  Crisf  that  is  in  Hayles  652 

Seueno  is  my  chaunce  /  and  thyn  is  oynk*  nnd  troye 

By  goddes  Amies  /  if  thou  falsly  ph'ye 

This  daggerc  /  shal  thurgh-out  thyn  herte  go 

This  fruyt  cometh  /  of  the  bicched  bones  two  656 

fforsweryng*  Ire  /  falsnesse  /  Homycide 

Now  for  the  loue  of  Crist*  ^ai  for  vs  dyde 

Lete  youre  othes  /  bothe  grete  and  smale 

But  sires  /  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my  tale  660 

THise  Riotours  thre  /  of  whiche  I  t^lle 
Longe  erst*  er  pr/me  rong*  of  any  In^lle 
"Were  set  hem  /  in  a  Taueme  to  drynke 
And  as  they  sat*  they  henle  a  belle  clynke  664 

Bifom  a  cors  /  was  caried  /  to  his  graue 
That  oon  of  hem  /  gan  callen  to  his  knaue 
Go  bet  quod  he  /  and  axe  redily 
What  core  is  this  /  ^t  passeth  beer  forby  668 
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And  looke  /  pat  thou  reports  his  name  wecl 

IT  Sire  quod  this  boy  /  it  nedeth  neueradeel 

It  was  me  toold  /  er  ye  cam  heer  two  houres 

He  was  pardee  /  an  old  felawe  of  youres  672 

And  sodeynly  /  he  was  yslayn  to-nyght* 

fibr-dronke  /  as  he  sat  on  his  bench  vprighf 

Ther  earn  a  pnuee  theef/  men  clepoth  deeth 

That  in  this  contree  /  al  the  peple  sleeth  676 

And  w/t/i  his  spere  /  he  smoot  his  herte  atwo 

And  wcnte  his  wey  /  with-outen  wordes  mo 

He  hath  /  a  thousand  slayn  this  pestilence 

And  maister  /  er  ye  come  in  liis  presence  680 

Me  thynketh  /  that  it  were  necessarie 

Ifor  to  be  war  /  of  swich  an  Aduc/'sarie 

lieth  redy  /  for  to  meete  hym  eue^^emoore 

Thus  taughte  me  my  dame  /  I  sey  namooro  684 

By  seinte  Maiie  seyde  this  Taue^ner  Deafi«,back-j 

The  child  seith  sooth  /  for  he  hath  slayn  this  yeer 

Henne  ouer  a  Mile  /  with-Inne  a  greet  village 

Bothe  man  and  womman  /  chiliJ  and  hyne  /  rmd  page 

I  trowe  /  his  habitaciofi  be  thei*e  689 

To  been  auysed  /  greet  wysdom  it  were 

Er  that^  he  dide  a  man  /  a  dishonour 

IT  Ye  goddes  Armes  /  quod  this  Iliotour  692 

Is  it  swich  peril  /  with  hym  for  to  meete  ? 

I  shal  hym  seke  /  by  wey  and  e(jk  by  strete 

I  make  auow  /  to  goddes  digne  bones 

Herkneth  felawes  /  we  thre  been  al  ones  096 

I^t  ech  of  vs  /  holde  vp  his  hand  til  ootlicr 

And  ech  of  vs  /  bicomen  otheres  brother 

And  we  wol  sleen  /  this  false  trayto//r  deeth 

He  shal  be  slayn  /  which  f^^t  so  nianye  sleeth  700 

By  goddes  dignitee  /  er  it  be  nyght/ 

IT  Togidres  han  thise  thre  /  hir  trouthes  plight^ 

To  lyue  and  dyen  /  ech  of  hem  for  oother 

As  though  he  were  /  his  owene  yborn  brother  704 
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And  vp  they  stirte  /  and  dronken  in  this  rage 

And  forth  they  goon  /  towardes  tliat  village 

Of  which  the  Taiicmer/  hadde  spoke  bifom 

And  many  a  grisly  ootli  /  thanne  han  they  sworn         708 

And  Cristes  blessed  body  /  they  to-rente 

Deeth  shal  be  deed  /  if  that  they  may  hym  hente 

IF  Whan  they  han  goon  /  nat  fully  half  a  Mile 

BigM  as  they  wolde  /  han  trodcn  ou^  a  stile  712 

An  oold  man  and  a  poure  /  wiVi  hem  mette 

This  olde  man  /  ful  mekely  hem  grette 

And  seyde  thus  /  now  Ionics  /  god  yow  see 

IT  The  proudeste  /  of  thise  Hiotours  throe  716 

Answerde  agayn  /  what  carl  with  sory  grace 

Why  artow  /  al  forwrapped  saue  thy  face  ? 

Why  lyuestow  so  longe  /  in  so  greet  age  ? 

%  This  olde  man  /  gan  looke  in  his  visage  720 

And  seyde  thus  /  for  I  ne  kan  nat  fynde 

A  man  /  though  \ai  I  walked  in  to  yndo 

Neither  in  Citee  /  nor  in  no  Village 

That  wolde  chaunge  /  his  you  the  for  myn  Ago  724 

And  therfore  /  moot  I  han  myn  Age  stille 

As  longe  tyme  /  as  it  is  goddes  wille 

%  Ne  deeth  alias  /  ne  wol  nat  han  my  lyf* 

Thus  walke  I  /  lyk*  a  rostolees  kaityf  728 

And  on  the  ground  /  which  is  my  mooilres  gate 

I  knokke  with  my  staf  /  bothe  erly  and  late 

And  seye  /  leeue  mooder/  leet  me  In 

Lo  how  I  vanysshe  /  flessh  and  bloo<l  and  skyn  732 

Alias  /  whan  shul  /  my  bones  been  at  rt'sto  c>«*f  i^] 

Mooder  /  with  yow  /  wolde  I  chaunge  my  cheste 

That  in  my  chambre  /  longe  tyme  hath  bo 

Ye  for  an  heyre  clowt*  to  wrappe  me  73G 

Lut  yet  to  me  /  she  wol  nat  do  that  gncce 

ffor  which  /  ful  pale  /  and  wclked  is  my  face 

IF  But  sires  to  yow  /  it  is  no  curteisye 

To  speken  /  to  an  old  man  vileynye  740 
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But  he  trespasse  /  in  word  /  or  elles  in  dede 

In  hooly  writ*  ye  may  your  self  wel  rede 

Agayns  an  oold  man  /  hoor  vpon  his  heed*  2iSt?SMSw 

Ye  sholde  arise  /  wherfore  I  yeue  yow  reed  744 

Ne  dooth  vn-to  an  oold  man  /  noon  harm  now 

Kamoore  than  fat  ye  wolde  /  men  did  to  yow 

In  age  /  if  that  ye  so  longe  abyde 

And  god  be  wtt^  yow  /  where  ye  go  or  ryde  748 

I  moote  go  thider  /  as  I  haue  to  go 

IF  Nay  olde  cherl  /  by  god  thou  shalt  nat  so 

Seyde  this  oother  hasardour  anon 

Thou  partest  nat  so  lightly  /  by  Seint  lohn  752 

Thou  spak*  right/  now  /  of  thilke  traytowr  deeth 

That  in  tlus  contree  /  alle  oure  freendes  sleeth 

Haue  heer  my  trouthe  /  as  thou  art  his  espye 

Telle  wher^  he  is  /  or  thou  shalt  it  abye  756 

By  god  /  and  by  the  hooly  sacrement* 

ffor  soothly  /  thou  art  oon  of  his  assent* 

To  sleen  vs  yonge  folk  /  thou  false  theef* 

IF  Now  sires  quod  he  /  if  fat  ye  be  so  leef«  760 

To  fynde  deeth  /  tume  vp  this  croked  wcy 

ffor  in  that  groue  /  I  lafte  hym  by  my  fey 

Vnder  a  tree  /  and  there  he  wole  abyde 

Noght  for  youre  boost*  he  wole  him  no  thyng  hyde        764 

Se  ye  that  ook*  right  there  ye  shal  hym  fynde 

God  saue  yow  fat  boghte  agayii  mankynde 

And  yow  amende  /  thus  seyde  this  olde  man 

And  euerich  /  of  thise  Eio tours  ran  768 

Til  he  cam  to  that  tree  /  and  ther  they  founde 

Of  floryns  fyne  of  gold  ycoyned  rounde 

Wel  ny  an  .viij.  busstels  /  as  hem  though te 

No  lenger  thanne  /  after  deeth  they  soughte  772 

But  cell  of  hem  /  so  glad  was  of  that  sighte 

ffor  fat  the  floryns  /  been  so  faire  and  brightc 

That  doun  they  scttc  hem  /  by  this  pr^'cious  lioord 

The  worsie  of  hem  /  ho  spak  the  firstc  wordf  770 
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II  Bretheren  quod  he  /  taak  kepe  what  I  seye 

My  wit  is  greet*  though  fat  I  hourde  and  pleye 

This  tresor  /  hath  flfortune  vn-to  vs  yeuen 

In  myrthe  and  loliftee  /  oure  lyf  to  lyuen  780 

And  lightly  as  it  comth  /  so  wol  we  spende         [ic«f  145,  b^-k] 

Ey  goddes  precious  dignitee  /  who  wende 

To-day  /  that  we  sholde  han  so  fair  a  grace 

But  myghte  this  gold  /  he  caried  fro  this  place  784 

Hoom  to  niyn  hous  /  or  elles  vn-to  youres 

ffor  wel  ye  woot*  pat  al  this  gold  is  oures 

Thanne  were  we  /  in  heigh  felicitee 

But  trewely  /  by  daye  it  may  nat  bee  788 

Men  wolde  seyn  /  p(ii  we  were  theues  stronge 

And  for  oure  owene  tresor/  doon  vs  honge 

This  tresor  /  moste  ycaried  be  by  nyghte 

As  wisely  /  and  as  slyly  /  as  it  myghte  792 

Wherfore  I  rede  /  fat  Cut  among  vs  alle 

Be  drawe  /  and  lat  se  /  whcr  the  Cut  wol  falle 

And  he  fat  hath  the  Cut*  with  hertc  blithe 

Shal  renne  to  to^vne  /  and  that  ful  swithe  796 

And  brynge  vs  breed  and  wyn  /  ful  pnucly 

And  two  of  vs  /  shul  ke{>en  subtilly 

This  tresor  wel  /  and  if  lie  wol  nat  tarie 

Whan  it  is  nyghf  we  wol  this  tresor  carie  800 

By  oon  assent  /  where  as  vs  thynketh  Ix'st* 

That  oon  of  hem  /  the  Cut  broghte  in  his  fesf 

And  bad  hym  drawe  /  and  looke  where  it  wol  falle 

And  it  fil  /  on  the  yongcste  of  hem  alle  804 

And  forth  toward  the  toun  /  he  wentc  anon 

And  al  so  soone  /  as  that  he  was  gon 

That  oon  spak  thus  /  vn-to  that  oother 

Thow  knowest  wel  /  thou  art  my  sworn  brother  808 

Thy  profit*  wol  I  telle  thee  anon 

Thou  woost  wel  /  that  oure  felawe  is  agon 

And  heere  is  gold  /  and  that  ful  greet  plontee 

That  shal  departed  been  /  among  vs  thre  ^  1 2 
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But  nathdees  /  if  I  kan  shape  it  bo 

That  it  departed  were  /  among  vs  two 

Hadde  I  nat  doon  /  a  freendes  torn  to  thee  ? 

IF  That  oother  answerde  /  I  noot*  hon  that  may  be        816 

He  woof.how  that  the  gold  is  with  vs  tweye 

Wha[t  sha]l  we  doon  /  what  shal  we  to  hym  seye  ? 

IF  Shal  it  be  conseil  /  seyde  the  firste  shrewe  ? 

And  I  shal  tellen  /  in  a  wordes  fewe  820 

What  we  shal  doon  /  and  bryngen  it  wel  about© 

IF  I  graunte  quod  that  oother  /  out  of  doute 

That  by  my  trouthe  /  I  shal  thee  nat  biwreye 

IF  Now  quod  the  firste  /  thou  woost  wel  we  be  tweyc   824 

And  two  of  vs  /  shul  strenger  be  than  oon 

Looke  whan  pat  he  is  set*  that  right  anoon 

Arys  /  as  though  thou  woldesf  w/t/i  hym  pleye 

And  I  shal  /  ryue  hym  /  thurgh  the  sydes  tweye  828 

WTiil  that  thou  strogelest  with  hym  /  as  in  game      VMiue] 

And  with  thy  daggere  /  looke  thou  do  the  same 

And  thanne  /  shal  al  this  gold  /  departed  be 

^fy  deere  freend  /  bitwixen  me  and  thoe  832 

Thanne  may  we  /  bothe  oure  lustes  aH  fullille 

And  plcye  at  dees  /  right  at  oure  owene  wiDe 

And  thus  /  acorded  been  thise  shrewes  tweye 

To  sleen  the  thridde  /  as  ye  ban  herd  me  seye  836 

IF  This  yongeste  /  which  \>at  wente  vn-to  the  toun 

fful  ofte  in  herte  /he  rolleth  vp  and  doun 

The  beautee  of  thise  floryns  /  ncwe  and  brighte 

O  lord  quod  he  /  if  so  were  fat  I  myghte  840 

Hauo  al  this  tresor  /  to  my  self  allone 

Thcr  is  no  man  /  fat  lyueth  vnder  the  trone 

Of  god  /  that  sholde  lyue  so  murye  as  I 

And  atte  lasto  /  tlie  feond  oure  enemy  844 

Putte  in  his  thought*  fat  he  sholde  poyson  boye 

With  which  /  he  myghte  /  sleen  hise  fclaAves  tweye 

ffor  why  /  the  feond  foond  hym  in  swich  lyuynge 

That  he  hadde  Icue  /  hem  to  sorvve  brynge  848 
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ffor  this  was  outrely  /  his  fuUe  entente 

To  sleen  hem  bothe  /  and  neuere  to  repente 

And  forth  he  gooth  /  no  longer  wolde  he  tarie 

into  the  toun  /  vn-to  Apothecarie  852 

And  preyde  hym  /  ))at  ho  hym  wolde  selle 

Som  poyson)  /  fat  he  myghte  hise  rattes  quelle 

And  eek  ther  was  /  a  polcat*  in  his  hawe 

That  as  he  seyde  /  hise  capofis  haddo  yslawe  856 

And  fayn  he  wolde  /  wreke  hym  /  if  he  myghte 

On  vennyn  /  ^at  destroyed  hym  by  nyghte 

IT  The  Pothecarie  answerde  /  and  thou  shalt  haue 

A  thyng<  that  al  so  god  my  soule  saue  8G0 

In  al  this  world  /  ther  is  no  creature 

That  eten  or  dronken  hath  /  of  this  confiture 

Nogfet/  but  the  montance  of  a  corn  of  whete 

That  he  ne  shal  /  his  lif  anon  forlete  864 

Ye  sterue  he  shal  /  and  that  in  lasso  while 

Than  thou  wolt  goon  a  paas  /  nat  but  A  Mile 

This  poysofl  /  is  so  strong  and  violent* 

IT  This  cursed  man  /  hath  in  his  bond  yhenf  868 

This  poysoA  in  a  box  /  and  sith  he  ran 

In-to  the  nexte  streto  /  vn-to  a  man 

And  borwed  hym  /  large  hotels  thre 

And  in  the  two  /  his  poyson  poured  he  872 

The  thridde  he  kepte  clene  /  for  his  owene  drynke 

ffor  al  the  nyght/  he  shoope  hym  for  to  swynke 

In  cariynge  of  the  gold  /  out  of  that  place 

And  whan  this  Eiotour/  with  sory  grace  876 

Hadde  fiUod  with  wyn  /  hise  grete  hotels  tliro    ciMfiM^tMck] 

To  hise  felawes  /  agayn  repaireth  he 

IT  What  nedeth  if  to  scrmone  of  it  moore 

ffor  right  so  /  as  they  hadde  cast  his  deeth  bifoorc        880 

Right  so  they  han  hym  slayn  /  and  that  anon 

And  whan  fat  this  was  doon  /  thus  spak  that  oon 

Now  lat  V8  sitte  and  diynke  /  and  make  vs  mcnc 

And  afterwan)  /  we  wol  liis  body  berio  884 
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And  with  that  word  /  it  happed  hym  par  cas 

To  take  the  hotel  /  ther  the  poysou)  was 

And  dranki  and  yaf  his  fekwe  drynke  also 

ffor  which  anon  /  they  storucn  hothe  two  888 

IF  But  certes  I  suppose  /  that  Auycen) 

Wroot  neuere  in  no  Canou)  /  ne  in  no  fon) 

Mo  wonder  signes  /  of  empoisonyng* 

Than  hadde  thise  wrecches  two  /  er  liir  cndyng*  892 

Thus  ended  heen  /  thise  homycidcs  two 

And  eek*  the  false  empoysonere  also 

^  O  cursed  synne  /  of  alle  cursednesse  f  Auctor 

O  tray  tours  homycide  .o.  wikkednesse  896 

0  glotonye  /  luxurie  /  and  hasardrye 
Thou  hlasphemoMr  of  Crist*  with  vileynye 
And  othes  grete  /  of  vsage  /  and  of  pride 

Alias  mankynde  /  how  may  it  hitide  900 

That  to  thy  creatour  /  wliich  fat  the  >vroghte 

And  with  his  precious  herte-hlood  thee  hoghte 

Thou  art  so  fals  /  and  so  vnkynde  alias 

IT  Now  goode  men  /  god  foryeue  yow  yourc'  trespas       904 

And  ware  yow  /  fro  the  synne  of  Auarice 

Myn  hooly  pardoft  /  may  yow  alle  warice 

So  fat  ye  offre  /  nobles  /  or  steriynges 

Or  elles  siluer  broches  /  spoones  /  rynges  908 

Boweth  youre  heed  /  vnder  this  hooly  bullo 

Com  vp  ye  wyues  /  offretli  of  youre  wollc 

Youre  names  /  I  entre  liecr/  in  my  roUo  anon 

Into  the  blissc  of  heueue  /  shul  ye  gon  9 1  '2 

1  yow  assoillc  /  by  myn  heigh  power 

Yow  fat  wol  offre  /  as  clene  and  eek  as  cleer 

As  ye  were  born  /  and  lo  sires  thus  I  prcclie 

And  Ih<^*u  Crist'  that  is  cure  soules  lecho  91 G 

So  graunte  yow  /  his  pardon  to  receyuo 

ffor  that  is  best^  I  wol  yow  nat*  deccyuo 

But  sires  /  o.  word  /  forgat^  I  in  my  tale 
I  hauc  Kelikes  /  and  pardufi  in  my  male  020 
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As  fair«;  /  as  any  man  in  Engelouc) 

WMche  were  me  yeuen  /  by  the  ])opes *  honil    ^itucfSHm 

If  any  of  yow  /  wole  of  deuocioil 

Ofi&en  /  and  han  myn  Absolucioil  924 

Com  fortll  anon  /  and  kneleth  heere  adoun  [jmxui] 

And  mekely  /  leceyneth  my  pardoun 

Or  elles  /  taketh  pafdofi  /  as  ye  wende 

Al  newe  and  fressh  /  at  euery  Miles  ende  928 

So  ]>at  ye  ofiren  /  alwey  newe  and  newe 

Kobles  or  pens  /  whiche  \ai  be  goode  and  trewo 

It  is  an  honour  /  to  euerich  that  is  heer 

That  ye  mowe  haue  /  a  sufi&sant  Pardoneer  932 

Tassoille  yow  /  in  contree  as  ye  ryde 

ffor  auentures  /  whiche  ])at  may  bitydo 

Parauenture  /  ther  may  fallen  /  oon  or  two 

Doon  of  his  hors  /  and  breke  his  nekke  atwo  936 

Looke  which  a  seureteo  /  is  it  to  yow  alle 

That  I  am  /  in  youre  felaweshipe  yfallo 

Tliat  may  assoille  yow  /  bothe  mooro  and  lasse 

Whan  J>at  the  soule  /  shal  fro  the  body  pasao  940 

I  rede  /  fat  oiiro  boost  hecre  shal  bigynno 

ffor  he  is  /  moost  envolupcd  in  synno 

Com  forth  sire  boost*  and  ofire  first  anon 

And  thou  shalt*  kisse  /  my  Relikes  euery  ebon  944 

Ye  for  a  grote  /  vnbokele  anon  thy  purs 

Nay  nay  quod  he  /  thanne  haue  I  cnstes  curs 
Lat  be  quod  he  /  it  shal  nat  be  so  thcech 
Thou  woldest  make  me  /  kisse  thyn  oldo  breccft  948 

And  swero  /  it  wore  a  relyk*  of  a  seint* 
Though  it  were  /  wit^  thy  fundement  depcint* 
But  by  the  croys  /  which  fat  seint  Eleyne  fontt^  ^]Iu!^h^Jd\ 
I  wolde  /  I  haddo  /  thy  coillons  in  myn  bond  952 

In  stide  of  Relikes  /  or  of  seintuarie 
Lat  kutte  hem  of  /  I  wol  with  thee  hem  carie 
They  shul  be  shryned  /  in  an  hogges  toon? 
If  This  Pardoner/  answenle  nat  a  wont  950 
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So  wrooth  he  was  /  no  word  ne  wolde  he  seye 

IT  Now  quod  oure  hoost*  I  wol  no  lenger  pleyo 

With  thee  /  ne  with  noon  oother  angry  man 

But  right  anon  /  the  worthy  knyghf  bigan  960 

Whan  ])at  he  saugh  /  fat  al  the  peple  lough 

Kamoore  of  this  /  for  it  is  right  ynough 

Sire  Pardoner  /  be  glad  and  myrie  of  clieere 

And  ye  six*  hoost*  J)at  been  to  me  so  deere  964 

I  prey  yow  /  pat  ye  kisse  the  Pardoner 

And  Pardoner  /  I  prey  thee  /  drawe  thee  noer 

And  as  we  diden  /  lat  vs  laughe  and  pleye 

Anon  they  kiste  /  and  ryden  forth  hir  weye  968 


%  Heere  is  ended  the  Pardoners  tale  (S^ 
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If  Heere  bigynnetll  the  Shipmannes  tale,  rft 

[EQm.  KB,  If  147,  bk.] 

jl    Marchant  whilom  dwelled  at  Seint  Dcnjs, 
M   That  riche  was  /  for  which  men  heldc  hym  wys 

A  wyf  he  hadde  /  of  excellent  beautee  [paintiHa  ttt 

the  Sk'tpman^ 

And  compaignable  /  and  renelous  was  she    •«  <*<•  '*/>•] 
Which  is  a  thyng*  that  causeth  more  dispence 
Than  worth  is  /  al  the  cliiere  and  reuerence  1196 

That  men  hem  doon  /  at  festc>s  and  at  dauncos 
Swiche  salutaciofts  /  and  contenaunccs 
Passen  /  as  dooth  a  shad  we  vp  on  tlic  wal 
But  wo  is  hym  /  that  payen  moot  for  al  1 200 

The  sely  housbonde  /  algate  ho  mosto  payo 
He  moot  vs  clothe  /  and  he  moot  vs  arraye 
Al  for  his  owene  worship  richely 

In  which  array  /  we  daunce  iolily  1204 

And  if  ^t  he  noght  may  /  p/i/*  aucnturo 
Or  ellis  /  list  no  swicli  dispence  endure 
But  thynketh  /  it  is  wasted  /  and  ylost* 
Thanne  moot*  another  /  payen  for  oure  cost*  1 208 

Or  lene  vs  gold  /  and  that  is  prilous 
IT  This  noble  Marchaftt*  heeld  a  worthy  hous 
ifor  which  /  he  hadde  alday  so  greet  repair 
ffor  his  largesse  /  and  for  his  wjrf  was  fair  1212 

Tliat  wonder  is  /  but  herkneth  to  my  tale 
Ainonges  alle  hise  gestes  /  grote  and  smale 
llier  was  a  Monk*  a  fair  man  and  a  boold 
I  trowe  of  thritty  wynter  he  was  ooUl  1216 

That  eu^re  in  oon  /  was  comynge  to  that  place 
lliis  yongo  Monk  /  jvit  was  so  fair  of  face 
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Aqueynted  was  so  /  with  the  goode  man 

Sith  that  /  hir  firste  knoweliche  bigan  1220 

That  in  his  hous  /  as  famulier  was  he 

As  it  possible  /  any  freend  to  be 

IT  And  for  as  muchel  /  as  this  goode  man 

And  eek  this  Monk*  of  which  fat  I  bigan  1224 

Were  botho  two  /  ybom  in  o  village 

The  Monk  /  hym  claymeth  /  as  for  cosynage 

And  he  agayn  /  he  seith  nat  ones  nay 

But  was  as  glad  ther-of  /  as  fowel  of  day  1228 

ffor  to  his  herte  /  it  was  a  greet  plesance 

Thus  been  they  knyt*  witJi  ete?Tie  alliaficc 

And  ech  of  hem  /  gan  oother  for  tassure 

Of  bretherhede  /  whil  pat  hir  lyf  may  dure  1 232 

IT  flfree  was  Daun  lohn  and  namely  of  dispence         u«f  i*^] 

As  in  that  hous  /  and  ful  of  diligence 

To  doon  plesance  /  and  also  greet  costago 

He  noghf  forgaf  to  yeue  the  loeste  page  1236 

In  al  tlie  hous  /  but  after  hir  dogi'ee 

He  yaf  the  lord  /  and  sitthe  al  his  meyuee 

Wlian  that  he  cam  /  som  nianere  honest  thyng* 

ffor  which  /  they  were  as  glad  of  his  comyng*  1240 

As  fowel  is  fayn  /  whan  fat  the  sonne  vp  riseth 

Na  moore  of  tliis  as  now  /  for  it  suffisoth 

But  so  bifel  /  this  Marchant  on  a  day 
Shoop  hym  /  to  make  redy  his  array  1244 

Toward  /  the  toun  of  Brugges  for  to  fare 
To  byen  there  /  a  porcioii  of  ware 
ffor  which  /  he  hath  to  Parys  sent  anon 
A  Messager  /  and  preyed  hath  daun  John  1248 

That  he  sholdo  come  /  to  Seint  Denys  to  pleyo 
With  hym  and  vrith  his  wyf  /  a  day  or  tweye 
Er  ho  to  Brugges  wente  /  in  alle  wise 
IT  This  noble  Monk*  of  which  I  yow  deuyso  1252 

Hath  of  his  Abbot*  as  hym  list  licence 
By  cause  /  he  was  a  man  /  of  heigh  pnulcnce 
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And  eek*  an  Officer  /  out  for  to  ryde 

To  seen  hir  graunges  /  and  hire  benies  wyde  1 256 

And  vn-to  Seint  Denys  /  he  comth  anon 

Who  was  so  welcome  /  as  my  lord  Daun  lohn 

Oure  deere  cosyn  /  ful  of  curteisye 

With  hym  broghte  he  a  lubbe  of  Maluesye  1 260 

And  eek  another  /  ful  of  fyn  vemage 

And  volatyl  /  as  ay  was  his  vsage 

And  thus  /  I  lete  hem  drynke  and  pleye 

This  Marchant*  and  this  Monk*  a  day  or  twoye  1264 

IT  The  thridde  day  /  this  Marchant  vp  ariseth 

And  on  hise  nedes  /  sadly  hym  auyseth 

And  vp  /  in  to  his  Countour  hous  gooth  he 

To  rekene  wttA  hym  self  /  wel  may  be  1 268 

Of  thilke  yeer  /  how  fat  it  witli  hym  stood 

And  how  )Kit  he  /  de8pende<l  haddo  his  good 

And  if  fat  he  /  encressed  were  or  noon 

Hise  bookes  /  and  his  bagges  many  oon  1272 

He  leith  bifom  hym  /  on  his  county ng*  bonl 

tful  riche  /  was  his  tresor  and  his  honi 

ffor  which  ful  faste  /  his  CounU^ur  dore  he  shetto 

And  eek  he  nolde  /  fat  no  man  sholde  hym  Ictte         1276 

Of  hise  accouutes  /  for  the  meene  tyme 

And  thus  he  sit*  til  it  was  ))asscd  pryme 

IT  Daun  lohn  was  rysen  /  in  the  morwe  also 

And  in  the  gardyn  /  walkoth  to  and  fro  1 280 

And  hath  hise  thynges  seyd  /  ful  curteisly  n««ri4«,  i*ck] 

IT  This  goodo  wyf*  cam  walkynge  pryuely 

In  to  the  gardyn  /  there  he  walketh  softe 

And  hym  sale  we  th  /  as  she  hath  doon  of  to  1 284 

A  mayde  child  /  cam  in  hire  compaignye 

Which  as  hir  list*  she  may  gou^me  and  gye 

fFor  yet*  vnder  the  yerde  was  the  mayde 

O  deero  cosyn  myn  /  daun  lohn  she  saydo  1 288 

What  eyleth  yow  /  so  rathe  for  to  ryse 

IT  Nece  quod  he  /  it  oglite  ynough  suffiso 

KLLKSMEKE    39"^  (6-T.    170) 


SIX-TEXT    171 

GROUP  B.   §  4.  shipman'b  tale.  EUesmere  MS. 

ffyue  houres  for  to  slepe  /  vp  on  a  nyghf 

Buf  it  were  /  for  an  old  appalled  wight*  1292 

As  been  thiae  wedded  men  /  pat  lye  and  dare 

As  in  a  fourme  /  sit  a  wery  hare 

Were  al  forstraugfit*  /  wit/i  houndes  grete  ajid  smale 

But*  deere  Nece  /  why  be  ye  so  pale  1296 

I  trowe  certes  /  that  oure  goode  man 

Hath  yow  laboured  /  sith  the  nyght  bigan 

That  yow  were  nede  /  to  resten  hastily 

And  vfM  thai  word  /  he  lough  ful  murily  1 300 

And  of  his  owene  thought*  he  wax  al  reed 

IT  This  faire  wyf*  gan  for  to  shake  hir  heed? 

And  seyde  thus  /  ye  god  woot  al  quod  she 

Nay  nay  cosyn  myn  /  it  stant  nat  so  witJi  me  1 304 

ffor  by  that  god  /  that  yaf  me  soule  and  lyf/ 

In  al  the  Keawmo  of  ffrance  /  is  ther  no  wyf* 

That  lasse  lust  hath  /  to  that  sory  pley 

ffor  I  may  synge  /  alias  and  weylawey  1308 

That  I  was  bom  /  but  to  no  wight*  quod  she 

Dar  I  nat  telle  /  how  that  it  stant  with  me 

Wherfore  I  thynke  /  out  of  this  land  to  wende 

Or  elles  /  of  my  self  to  make  an  ende  1312 

So  ful  am  I  /  of  drede  /  and  eek  of  care 

IT  This  Monk*  bigan  vp  on  this  wyf  to  stare 

And  /  seyde  /  Alias  my  Nece  god  forbedo 

That  ye  /  for  any  sorwe  /  or  any  drode  131 G 

ffordo  youre  self  /  but  tel  me  of  youre  grief* 

Parauenture  /  I  yow  may  /  in  youre  meschief* 

Conseille  or  helpe  /  and  therfore  telleth  me 

All  youre  anoy  /  for  it  shal  been  secreo  1320 

ffor  on  my  porthors  /  I  make  an  ooth 

That  neuere  in  my  lyf  /  for  lief  ne  looth 

'Ne  shal  I  /  of  no  conseil  yow  biwreye 

IT  The  same  agayn  /  to  yow  quod  she  I  scye  1324 

By  god  /  and  by  this  Porthors  I  yow  swere 

Though  men  me  wolde  /  al  in  to  pioces  tero 
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Ne  shal  I  neuere  /  for  to  goon  to  helle 

Biwreye  a  word  /  of  thyng*  J)at  ye  me  telle  1328 

Kat  for  no  cosynage  /  ne  alliance  o^cu9} 

But  yerraily  /  for  loue  and  affiance 

Thus  been  they  sworn  /  and  heer  vpon  they  kiste 

And  ech  of  hem  /  tolde  oother  what  hem  liste  1332 

IT  Cosyn  quod  she  /  if  fat  I  hadde  a  space 

As  I  haue  noon  /  and  namely  in  this  place 

Thanne  wolde  I  telle  /  a  legende  of  my  lyf 

What  I  haue  suffred  /  sith  I  was  a  wyf  1 336 

With  myn  housbonde  /  al  be  he  of  youre  kyn 

If  Nay  quod  this  Monk*  by  god  /  and  by  seint  Martyn 

He  is  /  na  moore  cosyn  vn-to  me 

Than  is  this  lief*  pat  hangeth  on  the  tree  1340 

I  clepe  hym  so  /  by  Seint  Denys  of  £frafice 

To  haue  /  the  moore  cause  of  Aqueyntafice 

Of  yow  /  which  I  haue  loued  specially 

Abouen  alle  wommen  sikerly  1344 

This  swere  I  yow  /  on  my  profession 

Telleth  youre  grief  /  lest  fat  he  come  adoun 

And  hasteth  yow  /  and  gooth  youre  wey  anon 

IT  My  deere  loue  quod  she  /  o  my  daun  lohn  1348 

fiful  lief  were  me  /  this  conseil  for  to  hyde 

But  out  if  moot*  I  may  namoore  abyde 

Myn  housbonde  /  is  to  me  the  worste  man 

That  enere  was  /  sith  pat  the  world  bigan  1352 

But  sith  I  am  a  wyf*  it  sit  nat  me  - 

To  tellen  no  wight  /  of  oure  priueteo 

Neither  a  bedde  /  ne  in  noon  oother  place 

God  shilde  /  I  sholde  it  tellen  for  his  grace  135G 

A  wyf  /  ne  shal  nat  seyn  of  hir  housbonde 

But  al  honour  /  as  I  kan  vnderstondc 

Saue  vn  to  yow  /  thus  muche  I  tellen  slml 

As  help«  me  god  /  he  is  noght  worth  at  al  1 3G0 

In  no  degree  /  the  value  of  a  flye 

But  yef  me  greueth  moosf  his  nygardye 
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And  wel  je  woot*  pat  wommen  natuielly 

Besiran  thynges  sixe  /  as  wel  as  I  1364 

They  wolde  /  thaf  hir  housbondes  sholde  be 

Haidy  and  wise  /  and  licbe  and  ther-to  free 

And  buxoiQ  yn  to  bis  wyf  and  firessb  abedde 

But  by  that  ilke  loid  /  that  for  ts  bledde  1368 

ffor  bis  honour  /  my  self  for  to  anaye 

A  sonday  nexf  I  moste  nedes  paye 

An  hundred  iiankes  /  or  ellis  I  am  lorn 

Yet  were  me  leu^sre  /  that  I  were  ynbom  1372 

llian  me  were  doon  /  a  sclaundre  or  vikynye 

And  if  myn  housbonde  /  eek  it  myghte  espye 

I  nere  but  lost*  and  therfore  I  yow  preye 

Lene  me  this  soYimie  /  or  ellis  moot  I  deye  1376 

Daun  lohn  I  seye  /  lene  me  tbise  hundred  fiunkes  \\ti4B,  bk] 

Pardee  /  I  wol  nat  faille  yow  my  thankes 

If  that  yow  list'  to  doon  that  I  yow  praye 

ffor  at  a  certeyn  day  /  I  wol  yow  paye  1380 

And  doon  to  yow  /  what  plesance  and  s^ruice 

That  I  may  doon  /  right  as  yow  list  deuise 

And  but  I  do  /  god  take  on  me  vengeance 

As  foul  /  as  euere  hadde  Genyloii)  of  firance  1 384 

IT  This  gentil  Monk  /  answeide  in  this  maneie 

Now  trewely  /  myn  owene  lady  deere 

I  haue  quod  he  /  on  yow  so  greet  a  routhe 

That  I  yow  swere  /  and  plighte  yow  my  trouthe         1388 

That  whan  youre  housbonde  /  is  to  fflaundres  fare 

I  wol  delyuere  yow  /  out  of  this  care 

ffor  I  wol  brynge  yow  /  an  hundred  f^nkos 

And  wtt^  that  word  /  he  caughte  hir6!  by  the  flankes  1392 

And  hira  embraceth  harde  /  and  kiste  hire  ofte 

Gooth  now  youre  wey  quod  he  /  al  stille  and  softc 

And  lat  us  dyne  /  as  soone  as  fat  ye  may 

ffor  by  my  cliilyndrc  /  it  is  pryme  of  day  1396 

Gooth  now  /  and  beeth  as  trewe  as  I  shal  be 

If  Now  ellos  /  god  foibede  sire  quod  she 
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And  forth  she  gooth  /  as  lolif*  as  a  pye 

And  bad  the  cookes  /  pat  they  sholde  hem  hye  1400 

So  pat  men  myghte  dyne  /  and  that  anon 

Vp  to  hir  housbonde  /  is  this  wyf  ygon 

And  knokketh  /  at  his  Coimtour  boldely 

irWhother?    quod  he  /  Peter  it  am  I .  ITqila? 

Quod  she  /  what  sire  /  how  longe  wol  ye  faste  ? 

How  longe  tyme  /  wol  ye  rekene  and  caste  ? 

Yourc  sommes  /  and  youre  bookes  /  and  yourc  thynges  ? 

Tlie  deuel*haue  part*  on  alle  swiche  rekenynges  1408 

Ye  haue  ynough  pardee  /  of  goddes  sonde 

Com  doun  to  day  /  and  lat  youre  bagges  stonde 

Ke  be  ye  nat  ashamed  that  Daun  lohn 

Shal  fa8ti7?g*  al  this  day  alenge  goon  1412 

Lat  Ys  heere  a  messe  /  and  go  we  dyne 

If  Wyf  quod  this  man  /  litel  kanstow  deuyne 

The  curious  bisynesse  /  that  we  haue 

ffor  of  YS  Chapmen  /  al  so  god  me  saue  1416 

And  by  that  lord  /  pat  clepid  is  Seint*  Yve 

Scarsly  amonges  .xij.  ten  shul  thryue 

Continuelly  /  lastynge  vn  to  onre  age 

We  may  wel  /  make  chiere  /  and  good  visage  1420 

And  dryue  forth  the  world  /  as  it  may  be 

And  kepen  /  oure  estaat*  in  pry ue tee 

Til  we  be  deed  /  or  elles  that  we  pleye 

A  pilgrymage  /  or  goon  out  of  the  weye  1 424 

And  therfore  /  haue  I  greet  necessitee  V*»f  J^] 

Vp  on  this  queynte  world  tauyse  me 

fFor  eueremoore  /  we  moote  stonde  in  dreda 

Of  hap  and  ffortune  /  in  oure  chapmanhede  1 428 

IT  To  (Haundres  /  wol  I  go  /  to  morwe  at  day 

And  come  agayn  /  as  soone  as  ewere  I  may 

fFor  which  my  deere  wyf  I  thoe  biseke 

As  be  to  euery  wight*  buxom  and  mcke  1 432 

And  for  to  kepe  oure  good  /  be  ctirious 

And  lionestly  /  goueme  wol  oure  hous 
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Tliou  hast  ynough  /  in  eucry  maner  wise 

That  /  to  a  thrifty  houshold  may  suffise  1436 

Thee  lakketh  noon  array  /  ne  no  vitaille 

Of  siluer  in  thy  purs  /  shaltow  nat  faille 

And  with  that  word  /  his  Countour  dore  he  shette 

And  donn  he  gooth  /  no  longer  wolde  he  lette  1440 

But  hastily  /  a  messe  was  ther  seyd 

And  spedily  /  the  tables  were  yleyd 

And  to  the  dyner  /  faste  they  hem  spedde 

And  richely  /  this  Monk  /  the  chapman  fedde  1444 

IT  At  after  dyner  /  daun  lohn  sobrely 

This  Chapman  took*  a-parf  and  pnuely 

He  seyde  hym  thus  /  cosyn  it  standeth  so 

That  wel  I  se  /  to  Brugges  /  wol  ye  go  1448 

God  and  seint  Austyn  /  spede  yow  and  gyde 

I  prey  yow  cosyn  /  wisely  that  ye  ryde 

Gouemeth  yow  also  /  of  youre  diete 

Atemprely  /  and  namely  in  this  hete  1452 

Bitwix  vs  two  /  nedeth  no  strange  fare 

fiFare  wel  cosyn  /  god  shilde  yow  fro  care 

And  if  pat  any  thyng*  by  day  or  nyght* 

If  it  lye  in  my  power  /  and  my  myght*  145G 

That  ye  me  wol  comande  in  any  ^Fyse 

It  shal  be  doon  /  right  as  ye  wol  deuyse 

IT  O  thyng*  er  pat  ye  goon  /  if  it  may  be 

I  wolde  prey  yow  /  for  to  lene  me  1460 

An  hundred  frankes  /  for  a  wyke  or  tweye 

fiFor  c^rtein  beestes  /  pat  I  moste  beye 

To  stoore  with  a  place  pat  is  oures 

God  helpc  me  so  /  I  wolde  it  were  y oures  1464 

I  shal  nat  faille  /  surely  at  my  day 

Xat  for  a  thousand  frankes  a  Mile  way 

But  lat  this  thyng  be  socrce  /  I  yow  preye 

ffor  yet  to  nyghf  /  thise  becstos  moot  I  beye  14G8 

And  fare  now  wel  /  myn  owene  cosyn  decre 

Graunt  mercy  j  of  youre  cost*  /  and  of  yourc  clicerc 

ELLESMERE    398   (O-T.    17o) 


%  Tliia  noble  mai'dianf  /  Kontillj  ftium 
AuBWerde  /  and  ueydo  o  cusyu  uiyn  llauu  lorm  147:2 

Hqw  sikerly  /  thin  in  a  amiU  rt<i|ui»ite  [i»i  >'■'«■  lurui 

My  gold  is  yoiirt>a  /  wlion  )iut  it  ygw  legt« 
And  uat  oouly  my  gold  /  but  luy  cliaHare 
Take  what  yow  liat'  god  ehilde  J?ut  ye  spam  H76 

IT  But  o  thyng  is  /  ye  kuowu  it  wel  yuogti 
Of  Chaptiieu  /  thut  hir  moneie  ia  liir  plogh 
Wu  may  creauucti  /  whil  we  liuue  a  name 
But  goldlces  for  to  be  /  it  is  no  gtuiie  USO 

Paye  it  agayn  /  whun  it  lith  iii  youre  esc 
After  my  myghf  /  fill  fayn  wolde  I  yow  pleso 
IT  Tltise  hundred  t'ranltea  /  ho  fflU-  hyiu  forth  uuon 
And  priuely  /  he  took  hem  to  daim  luhu  \iSi 

Ho  wighf  iu  ol  this  world  /  wiat«  of  this  loono 
Uauynge  this  Maruhanf  /  nnd  ilmui  lohn  idloouo 
They  drj'uke  /  aiid  sjxjke  /  and  tomo  a  while  and  ideyo 
Til  fat  duuu  lofin  /  rideth  to  his  Abbeye  US8 

rrihu  morwe  turn  /  and  forth  lliis  Morchant  ridL-th 
J.    To  fflauudres  wanl  /  hie  prentya  wel  hyni  gydi'tfi 
Til  he  cam  /  iu  to  linigges  murily 

Ifow  gooth  this  Marchant*  fast«  aud  biaily  1492 

Aboute  his  nede  /  aud  byetli  uJiJ  isre»imtul.h 
He  neither  /  pleyeth  at  deee  no  daunceth 
But  as  B  KfarchaQf  shortly  for  to  t«lle 
He  let  his  lyf  /  and  there  I  lete  hj-ni  dwelle  1  -tttO 

The  Bonday  next"  this  Maruhant  was  agon 
To  seint  Donys  /  yeomen  is  Dauu  lohn 
With  crowne  and  beni«  all  fressh  and  uewe  y-Hliiiiie 
In  ol  the  hous  /  ther  naa  so  litel  a  knaue  1500 

No  no  wight  ellee  /  fid  ho  nas  ful  faj-u 
That  my  lord  Duun  lotin  /  wiu  come  agayn 
And  shortly  /  right  to  the  point  for  lo  gon 
This  faire  wyf  aewrded  with  dauii  lohn  1  SOI 

I'liat  for  thise  hundred  fmiikos  /  ho  shohic  id  iij^ht' 
Haiic  hire  in  hi««'  armes  /  boll  upright 
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And  this  acord  /  parfourned  was  in  dede 

In  myrthe  al  nygfit*  a  bisy  lyf  they  lede  1508 

Til  it  was  day  /  pat  Daun  lohn  wente  his  way 

And  bad  the  meynee  /  fare  wel  hauo  good  day 

ffor  noon  of  hem  /  ne  no  wight  in  the  toun. 

Hath  of  daim  lohn  /  right  no  suspecioun  1512 

And  forth  he  rydeth  /  hoom  to  his  Abbeye 

Or  where  hym  list*,  namoore  of  hyni  I  soye 

This  Marchant*  whan  pat  ended  was  the  faire 
To  Seint  Denys  /  he  gan  for  to  repaire  1516 

And  with  his  wyf*  he  maketh  feeste  and  chcere 
And  telleth  hire  /  that  Chafifare  is  so  deere 
That  nedes  /  moste  he  make  a  cheuyssafice 
ffor  he  was  boimden  /  in  a  rcconyssafice  1520 

To  paye  twenty  thousand  sheeld  anon  [i«if  1613 

ffor  which  /  this  Marchant*  is  to  Parj's  gon 
To  borwe  /  of  certeine  freendes  pat  he  hadde 
A  certeyn  frankes  /  and  somme  with  him  he  ladde      1524 
And  whan  pat  he  was  come  /  in  to  the  toun 
ffor  greet*  chiertee  /  and  greet  affectiown 
Vn  to  daun  lohn  /  he  gooth  liym  first  to  pleye 
Nat  for  to  axe  /  or  borwe  of  hym  moneye  1528 

But  for  to  wite  /  and  seen  of  his  welfare 
And  for  to  tellen  hym  /  of  his  chaffare 
As  freendes  doon  /  whan  they  been  met  yfeere 
Daun  lohn  /  hym  maketh  feeste  and  murye  cheere      1532 
And  he  hym  tolde  agayn  /  ful  specially 
How  he  hadde  wel  yboght*  and  graciously 
Thanked  be  god  /  al  hool  his  marchandise 
Saue  pat  he  moste  /  in  alle  maner  wise  1536 

Maken  a  cheuyssafice  /  as  for  his  beste 
And  thanne  /  he  sholde  been  /  in  ioye  and  reste 
IT  Daun  lohn  answeixle  /  certes  I  am  fayn 
That  yc  in  heele  /  ar  comen  hom  agayn  1540 

And  if  f rtt  I  were  riche  /  as  haue  I  blisso 
Of  twenty  thuusancF  sheekl  /  shold  ye  nat  mysse 
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Ifor  ye  /  80  kyndely  /  this  oother  daj 

Lenie  me  gold  /  and  as  I  kan  and  may  1544 

I  thanke  yow  /  by  god  and  by  seint  lame 
But  natholees  /  1  took  vn  to  oure  dame 
Toore  wyf  /  at  horn  /  the  same  gold  ageyn 

Vpon  youre  bench  /  she  woot  it  wel  certeyn  1548 

By  certeyn  tokenes  /  that  I  kan  yow  telle 

Kow  by  youre  leue  /  I  may  no  lenger  dwelle 

Oure  Abbof  wole  out  of  this  toun  anon 

And  in  his  compaignye  /  moot  I  goon  1552 

Grete  wel  oure  dame  /  myn  owene  Nece  sweete 

And  fare  wel  deere  cosyn  /  til  we  meete 

This  Marchant*  which  pat  was  ful  war  and  wys 
Creanced  hath  /  and  payd  eek  in  Parys  1556 

To  certeyn  lumbardes  /  redy  in  hir  bond 
The  somme  of  gold  /  and  hadde  of  hem  his  bond 
And  boom  he  gooth  /  murie  /  as  a  Papeiay 
ffor  wel  he  knew  /  he  stood  in  swich  array  1560 

That  nedes  moste  he  wynne  in  that  viage 
A  thousand  frankes  /  abouen  al  his  costage 
IT  His  wyf  ful  redy  /  mette  hym  atte  gate 
As  she  was  wont*  of  oold  vsage  algate  1564 

And  al  that  nyght*  in  myrthe  they  bisette 
ffor  he  was  riche  /  and  cleerly  out  of  dctte 
Whan  it  was  day  /  this  Marchant  gan  embrace 
His  wyf  /  al  newe  /  and  kiste  hire  on  hir  face  1568 

And  yp  he  gooth  /  and  maketh  it  ful  tough        [Imt  i5i.  bMk] 
IT  Namoore  quod  she  /  by  god  ye  haue  ynough 
And  wantownely  agayn  /  with  hym  she  pleyde 

II  Til  atte  laste  /  this  Marchant  seyde  1572 
By  god  quod  he  /  I  am  a  litel  wrooth 

With  yow  my  wyf  /  al-though  it  were  me  looth 

And  woot  ye  why  /  by  god  as  pat  I  gesse 

That  ye  ban  maad  /  a  manere  straungencsse  1576 

Bitwixen  me  /  and  my  cosyn  daun  lolin 

Ye  sholdc  ban  warned  me  /  cr  I  had  gon 
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That  lie  yow  hadde  /  an  hundred  frankes  payed 

By  redy  tokens  /  and  heeld  hym  yuele  apayed  1580 

ffor  pat  I  to  hym  spak  of  cheuyssafice 

Me  semed  so  /  as  by  his  contenance 

But  nathelees  /  by  god  oure  heuene  kyng* 

I  thoughte  nat<  to  axen  hym  no  thyng*  1584 

I  prey  thee  wyf  /  as  do  namoore  so 

Telle  me  alwey  /  er  that  I  fro  thee  go 

If  any  dettour/  hath  in  myn  absence 

Ypayed  thee  /  lest  thurgh  thy  necligeiice  1588 

I  myghte  hym  axe  /  a  thing  that  he  hath  payed 

IT  This  wyf*  was  nat  afered  nor  aflfrayedf 

But  boldely  she  seyde  /  and  that  anon 

Marie  /  I  deffie  /  the  false  Monk  /  daun  lohn  1592 

I  kepe  nat  of  hise  tokencs  /  neu^r  a  deel 

He  took  me  certeyn  gold  /  that  woot  I  wee 

What  yuel  thedam  /  on  his  Monkes  snowte 

ffor  god  it  woot*  I  wende  wit^outen  doute  1596 

That  he  hadde  yeue  it  me  /  bycause  of  yow 

To  doon  ther-with  /  myn  honowr  and  my  prow 

ffor  cosynage  /  and  eek  for  beele  cheere 

That  he  hath  had  /  ful  ofte  tyraes  heei-e  1600 

But  sith  I  se  /  I  stonde  in  this  disioynf 

I  wol  answere  yow  /  shortly  to  the  poynf 

If  Ye  han  mo  slakkere  dettours  /  than  am  I 

ffor  I  wol  paye  yow  /  wel  and  redily  1604 

ffro  day  to  day  /  and  if  so  be  I  faille 

I  am  youre  wyf*  score  it  vp-on  my  taille 

And  I  shal  paye  /  as  soone  as  euer  I  may 

ffor  by  my  trouthe  /  I  haue  on  myn  array  1 G08 

And  nat  on  wast*  bistowed  euery  deel 

And  for  I  haue  /  bistowed  it  so  weel 

ffor  youre  hono?/r  /  for  goddes  sake  I  soye 

As  be  nat  wrooth  /  but  lat  vs  laughe  and  plcye  1613 

Ye  shal  /  my  ioly  body  /  haue  to  weddo 

By  god  I  wol  nat  paye  yow  but  a  bedde 
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ffoigyue  it  me  /  m}ii  owene  spouse  deere 

Tame  hiderwanl  /  and  maketh  bettro  checre  161 G 

IT  This  Maichant  saugh  /  ther  was  no  remedio  [\mt  lui 

And  for  to  chide  /  it  nere  but  greet  folie 

Sith  that  the  thyng*  may  nat  amended  be 

Now  wjf  he  seyde  /  and  I  foryeue  it  thee  1620 

But  by  thy  lyf*  ne  be  namoore  so  large 

£eep0  bet<  oure  good  /  that*  yeue  I  thee  in  charge 

Thus  endeth  my  tale  /  and  god  vs  sende 

Taillynge  ynough  /  vn-to  oure  lyues  ende  Amen  ^    1624 

%  Heere  endeth  /  the  Shipmannes  tale  (S> 
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5f  Bihoold  the  mnrie  wordes  of  the  Hoost*  to  the 
Shipman  and  to  the  lady  Prioresse.  c<m^/i52] 

Wei  seyd  by  corpus  dommus  quod  our  Hoost* 
Now  longe  /  moote  thou  saille  by  the  cost* 
Sire  gentil  maister  /  gentil  Maryneer 
God  yeue  this  Monk  /  a  thousand  last*  quade  yeer       1628 
A  ha  felawes  /  beth  ware  of  swiche  a  lape 
The  Monk*  putte  /  in  the  mannes  hood  an  Ape 
And  in  his  wyues  eek*  by  Seint  Austyn 
Draweth  no  Monkes  /  moore  vn  to  youre  In  1632 

IT  But  now  passe  ouer  /  and  lat  vs  seke  aboute 
Who  shal  now  /  telle  first*  of  al  this  route 
Another  tale  /  and  with  that  word  he  sayde 
As  curteisly  /  as  it  had  ben  a  mayde  1636 

My  lady  Prioresse  /  by  youre  leue 
So  that  I  wiste  /  I  sholde  yow  nat  greue 
I  wolde  deraen  /  that  ye  tellen  sholde 
A  tale  next*  if  so  were  that  ye  wolde  1640 

Now  wol  ye  vouche  sauf*  my  lady  deere 
IT  Gladly  quod  she  /  and  seyde  as  ye  shal  heere 

%   Explicit.  C6 
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%  The  prologe  of  the  Prioresses  tale.  ^         [onutf/m] 

Domine  dominus  noster. 

Olord  oure  lord  /  thy  name  how  merueillous 
Is  in  this  large  world  /  ysprad  quod  she 
ffor  noght  oonly  /  thy  laude  p^-ecious 
Parfoumed  is  /  hy  men  of  dignitee  1646 

But  by  the  mouth  of  children  /  thy  bountee 
Parfoumed  is  /  for  on  the  brest  soukynge 
Somtyme  /  she  wen  they  thyn  heriynge  1649 

Wherfore  in  laude  /  as  I  best  kan  or  may  Dear  iss,  bo**] 

Of  thee  /  and  of  the  lylye  flour 

Which  that  the  bar  /  and  is  a  mayde  alway 

To  telle  a  storie  /  I  wol  do  my  labour  1653 

Kat  that  I  may  /  encreessen  hir  honour 

fibr  she  hir  self  /  is  honour  and  the  roote 

Of  bountee  next*  hir  sone  /  and  soules  boote  1 656 

O  mooder  mayde  /  o  mayde  mooder  fre 

O  bussh  vnbrent*  brennynge  in  Moyses  sighte 

That  rauysedesf  doun  fro  the  deitee 

Thurgh  thyn  humblesse  /  the  goost*  fat  in  thalighte    1660 

Of  whos  vertu  /  whan  he  thyn  herte  lighte 

Conceyued  was  /  the  fEulres  sapience 

Helpe  me  /  to  telle  it  in  thy  reuerence  1663 

Lady  /  thy  boz/ntee  /  thy  magnificence 

Thy  vertu  /  and  thy  grete  humylitee 

Ther  may  no  tonge  expresse  /  in  no  science 

ffor  somtyme  lady  /  er  men  praye  to  thee  1667 

Thou  goost  bifom  /  of  thy  benyngnytee 

And  getest  vs  /  thurgh  lyght*  of  thy  proyere 

To  gydcn  vs  /  vn  to  thy  sone  so  dcei-e  1670 
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My  konnyng*  is  so  wayk*  o  blisful  queene 

flfor  to  declare  /  thy  grete  worthynesse 

That  I  ne  may  /  the  weighte  nat  sust^ene 

But  as  a  child  /  of  twelf  /  monthe  oold  or  lesse  1674 

That  kan  vnnethe  /  any  word  exprcsse 

Eight  so  fare  I  /  and  therfore  I  yow  preye 

Gydeth  my  song'  fat  I  shal  of  yow  seye  1677 

If  Explicif  ^ 


If  Heere  bigynneth  the  Prioresses  tale. 


her  was  in  Asye  /  in  a  greet  Citee  [Paintiwttf 

the  Prformm 

Amonges  cristene  folk  /  a  lewerye  »« '*«  '</0 


T 

■        Sustened  /  by  a  lord  /  of  that  contree 
M       ffor  foule  vsure  /  and  lucre  of  vileynye  f  urpc  lucrum . . 
Hateful  /  to  Crist*  and  to  lus  compaignye 
And  thurgh  the  strete  /  men  myghte  ride  or  wende 
tfor  it  was  free  /  and  open  at  eyther  ende  1684 

A  litel  scole  /  of  cristen  folk*  ther  stoot^  [leaf  issi 

Doun  at  the  ferther  ende  /  in  which  ther  were 

Cliildren  an  heepc  /  yeomen  of  cr«sten  bloo(J 

That  lemed  in  that  scole  /  yeer  by  y ere  1 688 

Swich  mancre  doctrine  /  as  men  vsed  there 

This  is  to  seyn  /  to  syngen  /  and  to  rode 

As  smale  children  doon  /  in  hire  childhede  1691 

Among*  thise  children  /  was  a  wydwe«  sone 

A  litel  clergeou)  /  seuen  yeer  of  age 

That  day  by  day  /  to  scole  was  his  woiie 

And  eek  also  /  where  as  he  saugh  thymagii  1695 

Of  Cristes  mooder  he  hadde  in  vsage 

As  hym  was  taught*  to  kiiele  adouii  and  seye 

His  Aue  Marie  /  as  he  goth  by  the  weye  1698 
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Thus  hath  this  wydwe  /  hir  litel  sone  ytaughf 

Oure  blisfol  lady  cristes  mooder  deere 

To  worshipe  ay  /  and  he  forgate  it  naught 

ffor  sely  child  /  wol  alday  soono  leere  1702 

Bat  ay  /  whan  I  remembre  on  this  mateere 

Seint  Nicholas  /  stant  eaere  in  my  presence 

ffor  he  so  yong*  to  Crist*  dide  reucrence  1 705 

This  litcl  child  his  litel  book*  Icmynge 

As  ho  sat  in  the  scole  /  at  his  prymer 

He  /  Alma  redemptoris  /  herde  synge 

As  children  /  lemed  hire  Antluphoner  1709 

And  as  he  dorste  /  he  drough  hym  ner  and  ncr 

And  herkned  ay  /  the  wordes  and  the  nooto 

Til  he  the  firste  vers  /  koude  al  by  rote  1712 

Noght  wiste  he  /  what  this  latyn  was  to  scye 

ffor  he  so  yong*  and  tendre  was  of  ago 

But  on  a  day  /  his  felawe  gan  he  preye 

Texpounden  hym  this  song*  in  his  langage  1716 

Or  telle  hym  /  why  this  song*  was  in  vsage 

This  preyde  he  hym  /  to  construe  and  declare 

fful  often  tyme  /  vpon  hise  knowos  bare  1719 

His  felawe  /  which  that  elder  was  than  he 

Answerde  hym  thus  /  this  song  I  haue  henl  8oye 

Was  maked  /  of  oure  blisful  lady  free 

Hire  to  salue  /  and  eek  hir«  for  to  preye  1723 

To  been  oure  help  /  and  socour  whan  wo  deye 

I  kan  na  moore  /  expoundo  in  this  mateere 

I  leme  song*  I  kan  but  smal  grammecro  1 726 

If  And  is  this  song*  maked  in  reu#>rence  (Unf  iss,  bMk] 

Of  cristes  moodei^  seyde  /  this  Innocent* 

Now  certes  /  I  wol  do  my  diligence 

To  konne  it  al  /  er  CristemasKc  i«  went^  1 730 
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Thougli  fat  /  I  for  my  prymer  shal  be  shenl? 

And  shal  be  beten  /  thries  in  an  houre 

I  wol  it  konne  /  cure  lady  for  to  honours  1733 

His  f elawe  /  taughte  hym  homward  priuely 

ffro  day  to  day  /  til  he  koude  it  by  rote 

And  thanne  /  he  song*  it  wel  and  boldely 

ffro  word  to  word  to  word  acordynge  vritfi  the  note     1737 

Twies  a  day  /  it  passed  thurgh  his  throte 

To  scoleward  and  homward  whan  he  wente 

On  cristes  mooder/  set  was  his  entente*  1740 

IT  As  I  haue  seyd  /  thurgh  out  the  luerie 

This  litel  childf  /  as  he  cam  to  and  firo 

fful  murily  /  wolde  he  synge  and  crie 

O  Alma  redemptoris  /  euere  mo  1744 

The  swetnesse  /  his  herte  perced  so 

Of  cristes  mooder  /  that  to  hire  to  preye 

He  kan  nat  stynte  /  of  syngyng*  by  the  weye  1747 

Ovre  firste  foo  /  the  serpent  Sathanas  1  Anetor 

That  hath  /  in  lues  lierte  his  waspcs  nest* 
Vp  swal  /  and  seide  /  o.  hebrayk*  peple  alias 
Is  this  to  yow  /  a  thyng*  J>at  is  honest*  1751 

That  swich  a  boy  /  shal  walken  as  hym  lest* 
111  youre  despit*  and  synge  of  swich  sentence 
Which  is  /  agayn  ourc  lawes  reuerence  1754 

ffro  thennes  forth  /  the  lues  han  conspired 

This  Innocent*  out  of  this  world  to  chace 

An  homycide  /  ther  to  /  han  they  hyred 

That  in  an  Aleye  /  hadde  a  pnuee  place  1758 

And  as  the  child!  /  gan  forby  for  to  pace 

This  cursed  Tew  hym  hente  /  and  heeld  hym  faste 

And  kitte  liis  thiote  /  and  in  a  pit  hym  caste  1701 
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I  seye  /  that  in  a  wardrobe  /  they  hym  threwe 

Where  as  thise  lewes  /  purgen  hiie  entraille 

0  cursed  folk  /  of  Herodes  al  newe 

What  may  youre  yuel  entente  yow  auaille  1765 

Mordre  wol  out*  certeyn  /  it  wol  nat  faille 

And  namely  /  ther  thonour  of  god  shal  sprede 

The  blood  out  crieth  /  on  youre  cursed  dede  1768 

IT  O  martir  /  sowded  to  viiginitee  [k«£  i&4j 

Now  maystow  syngen  /  folwynge  euere  in  oon 

The  white  lamb  celestial  quod  she 

Of  which  /  the  grete  Euawngelist*  Seint  lohn  1772 

In  Pathmos  wroot*  which  seith  /  ^at  they  pat  goon 

Bifom  this  lamb  /  and  synge  a  song  al  newe 

1.  ainiant«r 

That  neuere  fleslily  /  wommen  they  ne  knewe  1775 

IT  This  poure  wydwe  /  awaiteth  al  that  nyght* 

After  hir  litel  child  /  but  he  cam  noghf 

ffor  which  as  soone  /  as  it  was  dayes  lyghf 

With  face  pale  of  drede  /  and  bisy  thoght*  1779 

She  hath  at  scole  /  and  elles  where  hym  soght* 

Til  finally  /  she  gan  so  fer  espie 

That  ho  /  last  seyn  was  in  the  luerie  1782 

With  moodres  pitee  /  in  hir  brest*  enclosed 

She  gooth  /  as  she  were  half  /  out  of  hir  mynde 

To  euery  place  /  where  she  hath  supposed 

By  liklihede  /  hir  litel  child  to  fynde  1 786 

And  euere  /  on  Cristes  mooder/  meeke  and  kynde 

She  cride  /  and  atte  laste  /  thus  she  wroghte 

Among*  the  cursed  lues  /  she  hym  soghte  1 789 

She  frayncth  /  and  she  preyeth  pitously 

To  euery  lew  /  ^t  dwelte  in  thilke  place 

To  telle  hire  /  if  hir  child  /  wente  oght  forby 

They  seyde  nay  /  but  Ihe^u  of  his  grace  1 793 
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Yaf  in  hir  thogfef  inwith  a  litel  space 

That  in  that  place  /  after  hir  sone  she  cryde 

Where  he  was  casten  /  in  a  pit  bisydo  1796 

Ogrete  god  /  that  parfournest  thy  laude  ^  Auctor 

By  mouth  of  Innocentz  /  lo  heere  thy  mygfit* 
This  gemme  of  chastite  /  this  Emeraude 
And  eek  of  martirdom  /  the  Ruby  bright*  1800 

Ther  he  with  throte  ykoruen  lay  vpright* 
He  Alma  redemptoris  /  gan  to  synge 
So  loude  /  ))at  al  the  place  gan  to  rynge  1803 

IT  The  cristene  folk  /  that  thurgh  the  strete  wente 

In  coomen  /  for  to  wondre  vp  on  this  thyng* 

And  hastily  /  they  for  the  Prouost  sente 

He  cam  anon  /  with  outen  tariyng*  1807 

And  herieth  Crist'  that  is  of  heuene  kyng* 

And  eek  his  mooder  /  honour  of  mankynde 

And  after  that  /  the  lewes  leet  he  bynde  1810 

IT  This  child  /  with  pitous  lamentaciofi  [leaf  154,  back] 

Vp  taken  was  /  syngynge  his  song  alway 

And  with  honour/  of  greet  procession 

They  carien  hym  /  vn  to  the  nexte  Abbay  1814 

His  mooder  swownynge  /  by  his  beere  lay 

Vnnethe  /  myghte  the  peple  J>at  was  theere 

This  newe  Eachel  /  brjmge  fro  his  beere  1817 

H  With  tomient*  and  with  shameful  deeth  eclioii) 

This  Prouost*  dooth  the  lewes  for  to  sterue 

That  of  this  mordre  wiste  /  and  that  anon) 

He  nolde  /  no  swich  cursednesse  obserue  1821 

Yuele  shal  he  haue  /  ^at  yuele  wol  deserue 

Therfore  /  with  wilde  liors  /  lie  dide  liem  drawo 

And  after  that*  he  hcng  hem  by  the  lawe  1824 
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IT  Vp  on  this  beere  /  ay  lith  this  Innocent* 

Biforn  the  chief  Auter  /  whil  the  masse  laste 

And  after  that*  the  Abbot*  with  his  Couent* 

Han  sped  hem  /  for  to  burien  hym  ful  faste  1 828 

And  whan  they  /  hooly  water  on  hym  caste 

Yet  spak  this  child  /  whan  spreynd  was  hooly  wutor 

And  Song*  O  Alma  redemptoris  mater.  1831 

IT  This  Abbot*  which  fat  was  an  hooly  nmii 

As  Monkes  been  /  or  clles  oghte  be 

This  yonge  child  /  to  coniure  he  bigan 

And  seyde  o  deere  child  I  halsen  thee  1 835 

In  vertu  /  of  the  hooly  Trinitee 

Tel  me  /  what  is  thy  cause  /  for  to  synge 

Sith  Jat  thy  throte  is  kut*  to  my  semynge  1838 

IT  My  throte  is  kut*  vn  to  my  nekke  boon 

Seyde  this  child  and  as  by  wey  of  kynde 

I  sholde  haue  dyed  /  ye  longe  tyme  agon 

But  Ihesn  crist  /  as  ye  in  bookes  fynde  1842 

Wil  ^t  his  glorie  /  laste  /  and  be  in  mynde 

And  for  the  worship  /  of  his  mooder  deere 

Yet  may  I  synge  /  0  Alma  /  loude  and  cleore  1845 

IT  This  welle  of  mercy  Cristes  mooder  sweete 

I  loued  alwey  /  as  after  my  konnynge 

And  whan  ^t  I  my  lyf  /  sholde  forlete 

To  me  she  cam  /  and  bad  me  for  to  synge  1 849 

This  Anthepheh)  /  verraily  /  in  my  deyynge 

As  ye  ban  herd  /  and  whan  pat  I  hadde  songc 

Me  ihoughte  /  she  leyde  a  greyn  vp  on  my  tongc         1852 

Wherfore  I  synge  /  and  synge  I  moot  crrtoyu  [i«f  iwi 

In  honour  /  of  that  blisful  mayden  free 

Til  fro  my  tonge  /  of  taken  is  the  greyn 

And  afterward  /  thus  seyde  she  to  me  1850 
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My  litel  child  /  now  wol  I  fecche  thee 

Whan  fat  the  greyn  /  is  fro  thy  tonge  ytake 

Be  nat  agasf  I  wol  thee  nat  forsake  1859 

IF  This  hooly  Monk*  this  Abbot  hym  meene  I 

His  tonge  out  caughte  /  and  took  a-wey  the  greyn 

And  he  yaf  vp  the  goost*  ful  sofbely 

And  whan  this  Abbot*  hadde  this  wonder  seyn  1863 

Hise  salte  teeris  /  trikled  doun  as  reyn 

And  gruf  he  fil  /  al  plat  vp  on  the  grounde 

And  stille  he  lay  /  as  he  had  leyn  ybounde  1866 

The  Couenf  eek  /  lay  on  the  pauement* 

Wepynge  /  and  heryen  cristes  mooder  deere 

And  after  that  /  they  ryse  and  forth  been  went* 

And  tooken  awey  /  this  martir  from  his  beere  1870 

And  in  a  temple  /  of  Marbul  stones  cleere 

Enclosen  they  /  his  litel  body  sweete 

Ther  he  is  now  /  god  leue  us  alle  for  to  meete  1873 

IT  O  yonge  Hugh  of  Lyncoln)  slayn  also 

With  cursed  lewes  /  as  it  is  notable 

ffor  it  is  /  but  a  litel  while  ago 

Preye  eek  /  for  vs  /  we  synful  folk  vnstable  1877 

That  of  his  mercy  /  god  so  merciable 

On  vs  /  his  grete  mercy  multiplie 

ffor  reuerence  /  of  his  mooder  Marie     Amen  ^  1880 

II  Heere  is  ended  /  the  Prioresses  Tale  ^ 
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IT  Bihoold  the  murye  wordes  of  the  Hoost*  to 

Chaucer  ^  [onua/iJi] 


Han  seyd  was  al  this  miracle  /  euety  man 
As  sobre  was  /  that  wonder  was  to  se 


f     f         Til  that  oure  hoosf  lapen  to  bigan 

.s.G9iaiie«r 

And  thanne  at  erst*  he  looked  vp  on  me  1884 

And  seyde  thus  /  what  man  artow  quod  he  ? 

Thou  lookesf  as  thou  woldest  fynde  an  hare 

ffor  euere  /  vp  on  the  ground  /  I  se  thee  stare  1887 


Approche  neer  /  and  looke  vp  murily  iiaaf  iM,bMk: 

Now  war  yow  sires  /  and  lat  this  man  haue  place 

He  in  the  waast*  is  shape  /  as  wel  as  .1.  a.  benry  Baiuy 

This  were  a  popef  in  an  Arm  tenbrace  1891 

ffor  any  womman  smal  /  and  fair  of  face 

He  semeth  eluyssh  /  by  his  contenafice 

ffor  vn  to  no  wigtit  /  dooth  he  daliaflce  1804 

Sey  now  somwhat^  syn  oother  folk*  han  sayd 

Telle  vs  a  tale  /  of  myrthe  /  and  that  anon 

Hoosf  quod  I  /  ne  beth  nat  yuele  apaycl< 

ffor  oother  tale  /  certes  kan  I  noon  1898 

But  of  a  rym  /  I  lemed  longe  agoon 

.1.  lKK«t 

Ye  that  is  good  quod  he  /  now  shul  ye  heere 

Som  deyntee  thyng*  me  thynketh  by  his  cheere  1901 

1  Explicit  (J) 
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%  Heere  bigynnetfi  Chaucers  tale  of  Thopas.      [S^'S^ 

[The  First  Fit] 
[Each  third  line  is  on  the  right  of  its  couple,  in  the  MS.] 

Listeth  lordes  in  good  entent* 
And  I  wol  telle  verrayment* 
Of  niyrthe  and  of  solas  1 904 

Al  of  a  knyg&t  /  was  fair  and  genf 
In  bataille  /  and  in  toumeyment* 

His  name  was  sire  Thopas  1907 

IT  Yborn  he  was  /  in  fer  contree 
In  flaondres  /  al  biyonde  the  see 

At  Poperyng*  in  the  place  1910 

His  fader  was  /  a  man  ful  free 
And  lord  he  was  /  of  that  contree 

As  it  was  goddes  grace  1913 

IT  Sire  Thopas  /  wax  a  doghty  8wa}Ti 
"Wliit  was  his  face  as  Payndemayn 

Hise  lippes  rede  as  rose  191G 

His  rode  is  lyk  /  scarlet  in  grayn 
And  I  yow  telle  /  in  good  certayu 

He  hadde  /  a  semely  nose  1019 

%  His  heer  /  his  here)  /  was  lyk  saffroim 
That  to  his  girdel  raughte  adoun 

Hise  shoos  of  Cordewane  1922 

Of  Brugges  /  were  his  hosen  broun 
His  Eobe  /  was  of  Syklatoun 

That  coste  many  a  lane  1925 
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If  He  koude  hunte  /  at  wilde  deer 
And  ride  an  haukyng*  for  Riuer 

With  grey  goshauk  on  honde  1928 

Ther-to  he  was  /  a  good  Archeer 
Of  wrastljng*  was  ther  noon  his  peer 

Ther  any  Ram  shal  stonde  1931 

IT  fiful  many  a  mayde  /  bright  in  hour 
They  moome  for  hym  paramour 

Whan  hem  were  bet  to  slepe  1934 

But  he  was  chaast^  and  no  lechour 
And  sweete  as  is  the  Brembul  flour 

That  bereth  the  rede  hepe  1937 

And  so  bifel  vp  on  a  day 
ffor  sothe  /  as  I  yow  telle  may 

Sir0  Thopas  /  wolde  out  ride  1940 

He  worth  /  vpon  his  steede  gray 
And  in  his  hand  a  launcegay 

m 

A  long  swerd  /  by  his  side  1943 

IT  He  priketh  /  thurgh  a  fair  forest^  [^nf  is«] 
Ther  Inne  /  is  many  a  wilde  best* 

Ye  bothe  bukke  and  hare  1946 
And  as  he  priketh  North  and  Est* 
I  telle  it  yow  /  hym  hadde  almesf 

Bitidde  /  a  sory  care  1049 

IF  Ther  spryngen  herbes  /  grete  and  smale 
The  lycorys  and  Cet«wale 

And  many  a  clowe  gylofre  1952 

And  Notemuge  /  to  putte  in  Ale 
Wheither  it  be  moyste  /  or  stale 

Or  for  to  leye  in  cofre  1 955 
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IF  The  briddes  synge  /  it  is  no  nay 
The  sparhauk*  and  the  papeiay 

That  ioye  it  was  to  heere  1958 

The  thrustelcok  /  made  eek  hir  lay 
The  wodedowue  /  vp  on  a  spray 

She  sang*  ful  loude  and  cleere  1961 

IF  Sire  Thopas  fil  in  loue  longynge 
Al  whan  he  herde  /  the  thrustel  syngc 

And  piyked  /  as  he  were  woodf  1964 

His  faire  steede  in  his  prikynge 
So  swatte  /  fat  men  myghte  him  wryngc 

His  sydes  /  were  al  blood!  1967 

IF  Sire  Thopas  eek  /  so  wcry  was 
flfor  prikyng*  on  the  softe  gras 

So  fiers  was  his  corage  1970 

That  doun  he  leyde  him  in  that  plas 
To  make  his  steede  som  solas 

And  yaf  hym  good  forage  •  1973 

IF  O  seiutc  Marie  Lenedicit^ 
What  eyleth  /  this  loue  at  me 

To  bynde  me  so  soore  1976 

Me  dremed  /  al  this  nyght*  pardee 
An  elf  queene  /  shal  my  le^wman  be 

And  slope  vnder  my  goore  1979 

IF  An  Elf  queene  /  wol  I  loue  y  wis 
ftbr  in  this  world  /  no  wo7wman  is 

Worthy  to  be  my  make  ?  1982 

In  towne 
IF  Alle  othere  wowmen  I  forsake 
And  to  an  Elf  queene  I  me  take 

By  dale  and  eok  by  dowiie  1986 
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IT  In  to  liis  sadel  /  he  clamb  anon 
And  priketh  oner  stile  and  stoon 

An  Elf  queene  for  tespye  1989 

Til  he  80  longe  /  hadde  riden  and  goon 
That  he  foond  /  in  a  piyne  woon 

The  contiee  of  ffairye  1992 

80  wilde 
fifor  in  that  contiee  was  ther  noon  ? 
[ no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

Neither  wyf  ne  childe  1996 


IF  Til  ^at  ther  cam  a  greet  geaunt* 
His  name  was  /  sire  Olifaunf 

A  perilous  man  of  dede  1999 

He  seyde  child  by  Termagaunt  / 
But  if  thou  prike  /  out  of  myn  haunt* 

Anon  I  sle  thy  steede  2002 

with  mace 
IT  Heere  is  /  the  queene  of  ffairye 
With  harpe  /  and  pipe  and  symphonyo 

Dwellynge  in  this  place  2006 


IT  The  child  seyde  /Also  moote  I  thee 
Tomorwe  /  wol  I  meete  with  thee 

Whan  I  haue  myn  Armoure  2009 

IT  And  yet  I  hope  /  par  ma  fay 
That  thou  shalf  with  this  launcegay 

Abyen  it  ful  sowre  2012 

Thy  mawe 
Thyn  hauberk  /  shal  I  percen  /  if  I  may^    p  oiiowr  «•  tratmntj 
Er  it  be  fiilly  pryme  of  day 

ffor  heere  thow  shalt  be  slawe  2016 
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IT  Sire  Thopas  /  drow  abak  ful  faste 
This  geant*  at  hym  stones  caste 

Out  of  a  fel  staf  slynge  201 9 

IF  But  faire  escapeth  sire  Thopas 
And  al  it  was  thurgli  goddes  gras 

And  thurgh  his  fair  berynge  2022 

Yet  listeth  /  lordes  /  to  my  tale  [leaf  i56^  back] 

Muiier  than  the  Nightyngale 
I  wol  yow  rowne  2025 

How  sir  Thopas  /  with  sydes  smale 
Prikyng*  ouer  hiH  and  dale 

Is  comen  agayn  to  towne  2028 

IF  His  murie  men  /  comanded  he 
To  make  hym  /  bothe  game  and  glee 

ffor  nedes  /  moste  he  fighte  2031 

With  a  geaunf  with  heuedes  three 
ffor  paramour  and  lolitee 

Of  oon  /  that  shoon  ful  hrighte  2034 

IF  Do  come  he  seyde  /  my  Mynstrales 
And  geestours  /  for  to  tellen  tales 

Anon  in  myn  Armynge  2037 

Of  Romances  /  that  been  Roiales 
Of  Popes  /  and  of  Cardinales 

And  eek^  of  loue  likynge  2040 

IF  They  sette  hym  fii-st*  sweete  >vyn 
And  Mede  eek^  in  a  Mazelyn 

And  Roial  spicerye  2043 

And  Gyngebreed  /  fcrt  was  ful  4yn 
And  lycorys  and  eek  Comyn 

With  sugre  fat  is  so  trye  2046 
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IT  He  dide  /  next  his  white  leere 
Of  dooth  of  lake  /  fyn  and  cleere 

A  breech  /  and  eek  a  sherte  2049 

And  next  his  sherte  an  Aketoii 
And  oner  that*  an  haubeigeofl 

ffor  percynge  of  his  herte  2052 

IT  And  ouer  that  /  a  fyn  hawberk* 
"Was  al  y  wroght  of  lewes  werk* 

fful  strong  it  was  of  plate  2055 

And  ouer  that*  his  cote  Armour 
As  whit*  as  is  /  a  lilye  flour 

In  which  /  he  wol  debate  2058 

IT  His  sheeld  /  was  al  /  of  gold  so  reed 
And  ther  Inne  /  was  a  bores  heed 

A  Charbocle  bisyde  2061 

And  there  he  swoor  /  on  ale  and  breed 
How  yai  the  geaunt*  shal  be  deed 

Bityde  what  bityde  2064 

IT  Hise  lambeux  were  of  quyrboilly 
His  swerdes  shethe  of  Yuory 

His  helm  of  laton  bright*  2007 

His  sadel  was  of  Eewel  boon 
His  brydel  /  us  the  sonno  shoon 

Or  as  the  moone  light*  2070 

%  His  spere  it  was  /  of  fyn  Ciprees 
That  bodeth  werre  /  and  no  thyng*  pees 

The  heed  /  ful  sharps  ygrounde  2073 

IT  His  steede  was  /  al  dappuH  gray 
It  gooth  an  Ambil  in  the  way 

fful  sofbcly  and  rounde  2076 
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In  londe 
IF  Loo  lordes  myne  /  heeie  is  a  fit* 
If  ye  wol  any  moore  of  if 

To  telle  it  /  wol  I  fonde  2080 


[The  Second  Fit.] 

NOw  liolde  youre  mouth  par  cliaritee 
Botlie  knygfit*  and  lady  free 
And  lierkneth  to  my  spelle  2083 

IF  Of  batailles  /  and  of  Chiualry 
And  of  ladyes  /  loue  dniry 

Anon  I  wol  yow  telle  2086 

IF  Men  speken  of  Eomances  of  prys 
Of  Homcliil(J  /  and  of  Ypotys 

Of  Beves  and  of  air  Gy  2089 

Of  sir  lybeux  and  pleyn  damour 
But  sir  Thopas  /  he  bereth  the  flowr 

Of  Koial  Chiualry  2092 

IF  His  goode  Steede  /  al  he  bistroocJ 
And  forth  /  vpon  his  wey  he  rood 

As  sparcle  /  out  of  the  bronde  2095 

IF  Vp  on  his  Creest*  He  bar  a  tour  n«»f  i57] 

And  ther  Inne  /  stiked  a  lilie  flour 

God  shilde  his  cors  fro  shonde  2098 

IF  And  for  he  was  /  a  knyglit  Auntrous 
He  nolde  slepen  /  in  noon  lious 

But  liggen  in  his  hoode  2101 

IF  His  brighte  helm  /  wa«  his  wonger 
And  by  hym  /  baiteth  his  dextrer 

Of  hcrbes  fvno  and  <]joodc  2104 
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IF  Hym  self  /  drank  water  of  the  weH 
As  dide  the  knyghf  sird  PercyueH 

So  worly  vnder  wede 
f  TU  on  a  day  2108 
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If  Heere  the  Hoost*  stynteth  Chaucer  /  of  his  tale  of 

Thopas  ^ 

"Ik  "Ta  moore  of  this  /  for  goddes  dignitee 

\     Quod  oure  hoosf  for  thou  makest  me 
JL  1     So  wery  /  of  thy  verray  lewednesse 
That  also  wisly  /  god  my  soule  hlesse  2112 

Min  arcs  aken  /  of  thy  drasty  speche 
Now  swich  a  Eym  /  the  deuel  I  hitoche 
This  may  wel  /  be  Rym  dogerel  quod  he 
IF  Why  so  quod  I  /  why  wiltow  lette  me  ?  2116 

Moore  of  my  tale  /  than  another  man 
Syn  that  it  is  /  the  beste  tale  I  kan 
^  By  god  quod  he  /  for  pleynly  at  a  worcl 
Thy  drasty  rymyng  /  is  nat  worth  a  toorcl  2120 

Thou  doosf  noght  elles  /  but  despendest  tyme 
Sire  at  o  word  /  thou  shalt  no  lenger  ryme 
Lat  se  /  wher  thou  kanst  tellen  aught  in  geeste 
Or  telle  in  prose  /  somwhat  at  the  leeste  2124 

In  which  ther  be  som  murthe  /  or  som  doctryne 
IF  Gladly  quod  I  /  by  goddes  sweete  pyno 
I  wol  yow  telle  /  a  litel  thyng  in  prose 
That  oghte  liken  yow  /  as  I  suppose  2128 

Or  elles  certes  /  ye  been  to  daiingerous 
It  is  a  moral  tale  vertuous 
A 1  be  it  take  somtyme  /  in  sondry  wyse 
Of  sondry  folk*  as  I  shal  yow  deuyse  2132 

IT  As  thus  /  ye  woot*  fat  euery  Eua?/ngelist/ 
That  telleth  vs  /  the  peyne  of  Ihc^u  crisfc* 
Ne  seith  nat  alle  thyng<  as  his  felawe  dooth 
But  nathelees  /  hir  sentence  is  al  sooth  2136 

And  alle  acorden  /  as  in  hire  sentence 
Al  be  ther  /  in  hir  tellyng*  diflference 
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ffor  somme  of  hem  seyn  moore  /  and  somme  seyn  lease 

Whan  they  /  his  pitous  jMtssioun  expresse  2140 

I  meene  /  of  Mark*  Mathew  /  Luc<  and  John 

But  doutelees  /  hir  sentence  is  all  con 

IT  Therfore  lordyngos  alle  /  I  yow  biseche  [leaf  157,  i»ck] 

If  Jat  yow  thynke  /  I  varie  as  in  my  speche  2144 

As  thus  /  though  that  I  telle  som  what  moore 

Of  prou^bes  /  than  ye  han  herd  bifoore 

Comprehended  /  in  this  litel  tretys  heere 

To  enforce  with  /  theffect*  of  my  mateere  2148 

And  though  I  /  nat  the  same  wordes  seye 

As  ye  han  herdi  /  yet  to  yow  alle  I  preye 

Blameth  me  naf  for  as  in  my  sentence 

Shul  ye  /  nowher  /  fynden  diflference  2152 

ffiro  the  sentence  /  of  this  tretys  lyte 

After  the  which  /  this  murye  tale  I  write 

And  therfore  /  herkneth  /  what  fat  I  shal  seye 

And  lat  me  tellen  /  al  my  tale  I  preye  2156 

f  Explicit*  (S) 
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\_Thtre  are  no  line-nuniben  or  breaks  hetfcecn  the  paragraphs  in 
the  MS,  TyrmhUfs  breaks  are  kept  here  to  prevent  slight 
differences  in  the  Six  Texts  throwing  out  many  lines.  |j  stands 
for  a  triangular  pause-mark  in  the  3/5.] 

[Ellesmere  MS,  on  leaf  157,  back.'] 

H  Heere  bigynneth  Chaucers  tale  of  Melibee  fft 

[2157] 
Yong  man  called  Melibeiis  myghty  and  riche  / 

bigat*  vp  on  his  wyf  that  called  was  Prudence  /  a 

doghter  which  that  called  was  Sophie  /. 

[2158]  Vpon  a  day  bifel  Jat  he  /  for  his  desport/ 

I  is  went  in  to  the  feeldes  hym  to  pleye  /  [2159]  his  wyf  / 

"^and  eek  his  doghter  /  hath  he  left*  in  with  his  hous  /  of 

which  the  dores  /  weren  fast  yshette  [2160]  ^  thre  of  hise 

olde  foes  /  han  it  espyod  and  setten  laddres  /  to  the  walles 

of  his  hous  /  and  by  wyndowes  been  entred  /  [2 161]  and 

betten  his  wyf  /  and  wounded   his  doghter  with  fyue 

mortal  woundes  in  fyue  sondry  places  [2162]  IF  this  is  to 

seyn  /  in  hir  feef.  in  hire  handes  /.  in  hir  erys  /.  in  hir 

nose  /.  and  in  hire  mouth  and  leften  hire  for  deed  /  and 

wenten  awey 

[2163]  IF  Whan  Melibeus  /  rctounied  was  in  to  his 

hous  /  and  saugh  al  this  meschief?  he  lyk*  a  mad  man 

rentynge  his  clothes  /  gan  to  wepe  and  crie 

[2164]  IF  Prudence  his  wyf  /  as  ferforth  as  she  dorste  / 

bisoghte  hym  /  of  his  wepyng*  for  to  stynte  /  [2 165]  but  nat 

for-thy  /  he  gan  to  crie  and  wepen  euere  lenger  the  moore 

[2166]  IT  This  noble  wyf  Prudence  /  remembred  hire  / 

vpon  the  sentence  of  Guide  /  in  his  book  /  that  cleped  is  the 

^OuidiM  /de      remedie  of  loue  ||  where  as  he  seith  /  [2167]  he  is  a  fool  / 

that  destourbeth  the  mooder  to  wepen  in  the  deeth  of  hire 

child  /  til  she  haue  wept  hir  fille  /  as  for  a  certein  tymo 

[2168]  IF  And  thanne  /  shal  man  doon  his  diligence  with 

aniyablc  wordes  /  hire  to  reconfortc  /  and  preyen  hire  of 
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wupyng-  for  to  atynto  [2169]  IT  ffor  wliiuli  resofi  tliia 
noble  wyf  Prudence  /  sufired  hir  housbonde  for  to  wepe 
and  crie  /  aa  for  a  certein  space  /.  [1170]  And  wlmn  ahe 
Hugh  hir  tyme  /  she  aayde  iiyro  in  this  wise  IT  AUmb  /  my 
lord  quod  she  /  why  moke  ye  youro  self  for  to  bo  lylc  a 

/  [3 1 71]  for  aothe  /  it  ap^rtenatli  nut  to  a  wj-s  nian  / 
to  maken  Bwi<;he  a  aorwe  /  [2171]  yours  '  doghter  /  with 
the  grace  of  god  sLal  warissbe  and  escape  /  [2173]  And  al 
■¥fcre  it  BO  /  that  she  right  now  were  deed  ?  ye  ne  ougSto 
uat"  as  for  hir  deeth  youre  self  to  destroye  [1174]^  Senek"  t&nwa 
oeith  /  the  wise  man  /  shal  nat  take  to  greet  diaconfort*  for 
the  deeth  of  his  children  /  [2175]  hut  cartes  /  he  sholde 
BuQren  it  in  pacience  /  aa  wel  /  as  he  /  abideth  tlie  dc«th  / 
of  his  owene.  propre  persone 

[2 1 76]  fl  This  Melibeus  /  answenle  anon  and  seyde    T  MeUi-« 
^  What"  man  quod  he  sliolde  of  his  wepyng  etente  /  lliat 
hath  eo  greet  a  cause  for  to  wepe  «   [»i77]  Ihe*u  cn'sf    i  3u.m- 
dure  lord  hym  self  wepte  for  the  deeth  of  LauLrua  hys    P™^ " 
frcend  [2178]  IT  Pmdence  answerde  ||.  Certea  wel  I  woof  ||     1  Viuom 
Attempree  wepyng"  is  no  Uiyng  deffended  to  hym  ^nt 
Borweful  is  amonges  folk  in  sorwc  /  but  it  is  rutlier  gmnnted 
hym   to    wepe    [1171)]    IT   The  Apostle   Paul   vn-to   the    t  Apnwuii 
Komayns  writeth  U  Man  shal  reioyse  with  hem  that  maken 
ioyeuid  wepon/  witli  sivich  folk  as  wepen  [jiSo]  U  Hut 
thougli    att«mprco    wepyng    he    ygrauntcd   /   outrageous 
wepyng*  cprtea  is  deffendetl  /  [ii8i]  Mesuro  of  wepyiijr 
sholde  be  considered  /  after  the  loore  ^ut  t«cheth  us  Senek"    f  ^inm 
[ai8j]  IT  Whan  that  thy  frend  is  deed  quod  he  /  lat  nat 
thyiie  eyen  to  moyste  been  of  leeris  /  ne  to  muchc  drye  /  AI 
though  the  teeris  come  to  thyne  eyen  /  lut^  hem  nat  falle  / 
[1J83]  And  whan  thou  hast  for-goon  thy  fre^ntf  /  do  dili- 
gence to  gete  another  freend  /  and  this  is  moore  wysdom  / 
than  for  to  wepe  for  thy  freend  which  that  thou  liast  lorn  / 
for  iher-Inne  is  no  boote  /  [1184]  And  thcrforp  ,'  if  je 
goneme  yow  by  sapience  /  put  awey  sorwe  /  out  of  your* 
herto  [3185]  ^  Rrmcmbre  yow  /  Jrnt  Ihonii  Symk*  seith     itw»> 
iiLiKsvrnr:  4SB  (u-t,  aoe)  rwdw; 


5  Salomon 


MMHOnMUfKM 

»lob 


Y  If  elibeuB 


%  Pru.ience 


%  Salomon 


203   SIX-TEXT 

GBOUP  B.      §    10.      MELIBEUS.      £1168111616   MS. 

^  A  man  that  is  ioyous  and  glad  in  herte  /  it  bym  con- 
seruetb  flonssynge  in  his  age  /  But  soothly  /  sorweful  herte  / 
maketh  hise  bones  drye  [2186]  ^  He  seith  eek/  thus  / 
That  sorwe  in  herte  /  sleeth  ful  many  a  man  [2187]  ^  Sa- 
lomon seith  /  That  right  as  Motthes  in  the  shepes  flees  / 
anoyeth  to  the  clothes  /  and  the  smale  wormes  to  the  tree  / 
right  so  anoyeth  sorwe  to  the  herte/  [2188]  wherfore  / 
YS  oghte  as  wel  in  the  deeth  of  oure  children  /  as  in  the 
losse  of  opere  goodes  tcmporels  haue  pacience 

[2189]  ^  Remembre  yow  vp  on  the  pacient  lob  / 
whan  he  hadde  lost  his  children  and  his  temporeel  sub- 
stance /  and  in  his  body  endured  and  receyued  ful  many  a 
greuous  tribulacion)  f  yef  seyde  he  thus  [2190]  ^  Oure 
lord  /  [le  rrCa  donne ;  nostre  Seigneur]  hath  biraft  it  me  / 
right  as  oure  lord  hath  woldf  /  right  so  it  is  doon  /  blessed 
be  the  name  of  oure  lord  [2 191]  ^  To  thise  foreseide 
thynges  /  answerde  Melibeus  /  vn  to  his  wyf  Prudence 
^  Alle  thy  wordes  quod  he  been  sothe  /  and  therwith  pro- 
fitable /  but  trewely  /  myn  herte  is  troubled  with  this  sorwe 
so  greuously  /  that  I  noof  what  to  doone  [2192]  IF  Lat  calle 
quod  Prudence  thy  trewe  freendes  alle  /  and  thy  lynage  / 
whiche  that  been  wise  /  telleth  youre  cas  /  and  herkneth 
what  they  seye  in  conseillyng<  and  yow  goueme  after  hire 
sentence  [2193]  IF  Salomon  seith  /  werk  alle  thy  thynges 
by  conseil  /  and  thou  shalt  neuer  repente 

[2194]  IT  Thanne  by  the  conseil  of  his  wyf  Pnidencc  / 
this  Melibeus  /  leet  callen  a  greet  congregacion)  of  folk/. 
[2195]  ^  surgiens  /  Phisiciens  olde  folk  and  yonge  /  and 
somme  of  hise  olde  enomys  reconsiled  as  by  hir  semblawnt* 
to  his  loue  /  and  in  to  his  grace  /  [2196]  and  ther-with-al  / 
ther  coomen  somme  of  hise  neighebores  /  that  diden  hym 
reuerence  /  moore  for  drede  than  for  loue  /  as  it  happeth 
ofte  /  [2 197]  IF  Ther  coomen  also/  ful  many  subtille  flatereres 
and  wise  Aduocatz  lemed  in  the  lawe  / 

[2198]  And  whan  tliis  folk  /  togidre  assembled  weren  / 
this  Melibeus  in  sorweful  wise  /  shewed  hem  his  cas  / 
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I  [3199]  and  by  the  muuerr  of  hia  '  spreho  /  il  scuioil  wel  / 
Uiat  in  herte  /  he  taar  a  crucnl  Ire  /  reily  to  doon  vciigo- 
I  aflce  vp  on  hiae  foes  /  and  sodcyuly  desirwi  /  that  tho 
L  verre  aholde  bigynne  /  [3200]  butr  natheleea  /  yet  Rsud  )u' 
hiiw  conBeil  rpon  this  matjure  [not]  11  A  Surgi^Q  by 
I  Iii:anc«  and  asseaf  of  Bwiehe  aa  weren  wise  /  vp  Tooa  /  and 
1   to  MelibeQS  /  aeyde  /  lis  ye  may  Letre 

[2202]  T  Sire  qiiwi  hu  /  as  to  vs  Surgicns  ii|wrt*nt'th  / 

I  that  we  do  to  euery  wigliP  the  best*  that  we  kan  /  where  i\a 

I   we  been  witbholde  /  and  to  ouro  pocienti  that  wo  do  no 

p  /  [2203]  wherfore  it  happeth  many  tynio  and  ofto  / 

that  whan  twey  rot'n  /  hon  euerich  wounded  oothor  /  0011 

Mine  surgieii  he^leth  hem  bolhe  /  [2204]  wherfore  /  vq  to 

'  cure  Arf  it  is  uat  pprtincnt*  to  notice  wcrre  no  portiea 

'   to  supporte  ||.  [2205]  But  certcs  /  a£  to  the  warissKynge  of 

I   yonw  dorter  /  al   bo   it  *o  /   that  ahe   perilously  b« 

I   wounded  /  we  shullen  do  so  cntentlf  bisynesso  fro  day  to 

I   nyg&f  that  with  the  grace  of  god  /  ahe  ehal  be  hool  and 

Bound  /  as  aoone  as  is  possible  [2206]  V  Almoosl  /  right 

in  the  aame  wise  /  the  Pliisiciena  nnsworden  /  sauo  tlint 

they  seyden  /  a  ftiwe  woonlos  nioore  /  [1^07]  That  right 

AS  maladies  /  been  cured  by  hir  contmries  ||  right  so  /  Ehul 

men  watisahe  werre  by  vengeance  [2108]  1  Uise  neijjlie- 

I   buKB  ful  of  enuye  /  hise  feyned  frcendes  tliut  sciiiivh'ii 

leconsiled  /  and  hise  flattirerps  /  [2209]  niaden  ei-mMnnt* 

of  wepyng<  and  cnipeircden  and  agtegfjedcn  miicbel  ol'  tliia 

matiereinpneinyngegreetly  Melibee/of  tnygllt /of  pnwery 

of  richesse  /  and  of  frcendea  despisyngo  /  tlie  power  of  hi»e 

AdutfraRties  /  [mo]  and   sciden  oulrcly  that   he  ution 

[  Bholde  wrekon  liytn  on  liise  foea  and  bigynne  werre 

[aaii]  IT  Vp  rooB  thanne  an  Admtojif  that  wu«  wy»  / 
by  lene  andby  conseilof  otherc  that  were  wi»e  /  and  teidc  l{. 
[am]  Lordyngea  /  the  nnde  for  which  we  been  usembled 
iti  thia  pkce  /  is  a  ful  heuy  tfayng'  ntid  nt)  heigh  inatJero  / 
[2113]  by  cause  of  the  wtong-  and  of  the  wikkednexse  thst 
hath  be  doon  /  and  eok  by  nK'>6  of  the  ;»»te  dumagea  tluit 
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in  tymo  comirngQ  /  hcon  possible  to  fallen  foe  this  sttiue 
cntiBe  /  [3214]  and  avk'  by  reaofi  of  tho  grete  nchesse  and 
power  of  the  parties  lothe  /  [3215]  for  the  whiclie  teaoBa  J 
it  were  a  fnl  greet  pe/'il  to  erren  in  this  niatiere  [2216] 
H  wherfore  /  Meliheiia  this  is  onre  scntenue  /  we  conseille 
jow  abouen  alle  thyng*.  that  rigSt  anon  /  thou  do  thy 
diligence  in  kepynge  of  thy  pivjpre  persono  /  in  swich  a 
wise  pat  thou  wante  noun  espie  /  ne  wati'he  /  thy  psi'soua 
lor  to  Bane  [2217]  5[  And  after  that*  we  couauille  }Kjt  in 
thyn  hous  /  thou  sette  sufhceout  garniaoa  so  that'  they  may  / 
lis  wel  thy  body  as  tliyn  hous  defende  [2218]  H  But  certeg  / 
for  to  moeue  werre  /  or  sodeynly  for  to  doon  vengeaunce  / 
we  may  nat  deraen  /  in  so  litel  tyme  /  tliat  it  were  profit- 
able /.  [2219]  Wherfore  we  iixen  teyser  and  eapace/  to  haue 
deliberacion)  in  this  cas  to  deme  /  [2220]  ffor  the  commune 
pronerbo  eoith  thus  %  He  that  soone  deenioth .  soone  sLal 
,  ropento  [2z2r]  And  eek<  men  seyn  /  tbiit  thilke  Itige  is 
wys  that  soone  vnderstondeth  a  matiere  and  luggeth  by 
leyser  [2122]  f  for  al  be  it  so  that  alle  tariyng  be  anoyfiil/ 
algtttes  /  it  ia  imt  to  repreue  in  yeuynge  of  luggement'  uo  in 
vengeance  tiikyng'  whan  it  is  sutficeanf  and  leeonable 
[2223]  IT  And  that  shewed  oure  lord  liiiwu  crist  by  en- 
sample  /  for  whan  that  the  womman  /  that  was  taken  iu 
Auowtrie  waa  broghP  in  hie  pj'Mence  /  to  knowen  /  what 
sholdu  be  doon  with  hire  pcrsone  /  al  be  it  ro  that  ho  wiste 
welhymstilf/ whatthathe  woldeanswere/yetne  woldehe 
nat  answers  sodeynly  /  hut  he  wolde  haue  deliberacion)  /  and 
in  the  grounJ  'he  wroof  twies  /  [2224]  and  hy  thiee 
eauses  /  we  asen  delibemcioQ  /  nud  we  ehal  tlianne  by 
the  grace  of  god  /  conseille  thee  thyng  /  that  ehal  he 
profitable  / 

[jjJS]  IT  Vp  stirten  thannt-  /  the  yonge  folk  atones  / 
and  the  mooste  partie  of  that  compaignye  ecomed  the  oldo 
wise  men  and  higonncn  to  make  noyse  /  and  sejden  /  that 
[2226]  right  80  /  as  whil  that  Iren  is  hoof  men  sliolden 
smytc  /  rigfit  so  /  men  sholde  wreken  hir  wronges  /  while 
I  (fl.T.  bos)        niwfiwj 
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Jat  they  been  tiesahe  aud  newe  /  and  with  lotiO  rnys  /  limy 
criden  werre  /  wcrre 

[aja7]  V  Vp  rooa  Iho  /  oon  of  thJM  oldp  wise  /  and 
witk  Ids  band  made  conteiuiLuico  /  that  men  sholdi' 
holdca  hem  stdle  and  jeuen  liyiu  Audience  [3318] 
K  Lordynges  quod  he  /  ther  is  ful  many  a  man  /  that 
crieth  werre  werre  /  that  woot  ful  lite]  what  wem; 
amounteth  [aaig]  IT  UTire  at  hia  bigynnyng*  hath  mo  greet 
an  entryng'  and  bo  large  /  tlmt  entry  wighf  niny  ontro 
whan  hyni  liketh  /  and  lightly  fynde  werre  /  [3130]  but 
certes  /  what  endo  tlut  ahal  therof  bifulle  /  it  is  nat  light 
to  knowe  !|  [2131]  Hbr  siiothly  /  whan  ful  werre  is  on<.-s 
titgonnu  /  ther  is  ful  many  a  child  vnboni  i-f  hia  inoodtir  / 
that  ahal  steruo  yoiig*  by  cause  of  ttiat  ilkc  wemi  /  i>r  ellefl 
lyuo  in  sorwe  /  and  dye  in  wrecchednesdo  [!■  [^^32]  And 
ther  fore  /  cr  fwt  any  werre  bigjiine  /  men  mosb)  liauu 
greet  conseil  and  grcef  dcliberaciou)  [2233]  V  And  whnn 
this  olde  man  /  wendo  /  to  onforcen  his  laJe  by  naons  / 
wel  ny  alle  atones  /  btgonne  they  to  rise  for  to  broken  his 
tale  /  and  bedi-n  hym  ful  ofte  /  hise  wonle«  for  to  nhn'gge  / 
[3334]  ffor  soothly  /  he  that  prfcheth  to  hem  /  that  listen 
nat  heeren  hiM  wonlps  /  his  strmon  hem  anoietU  [3235] 
H  fibr  Ihe«u8  Syrak  seitli  /  that  Kusik'  in  wepyngu  is  • 
anoyoua  thyngi|.  this  is  to  suyn  [|  As  mnrhe  nuuilkth  to 
speken  biforu  folk  /  to  whiche  his  speche  aiKiyeth  /  as  it  is 
to  syngo  /  bifom  hym  that  wepeth  ||.  [3336]  And  Ihiit  wise 
man  /  asugb  tliat  hym  wanted  andience  /  and  al  ehamefaef 
he  Mtt«  hym  doun  agayn  [3337]  V  flbr  Salomon  scith  ||  ther  ^  mdumi 
US  thnn  ne  mnyst  huue  noon  Audience  /  enforce  theo  nat 
to  speke  [3338]  1[  I  see  wel  quod  this  wise  man  /  fnt  the 
cotiimune  iiroufrbe  is  sooth  ||  Thiit  j-ootl  cunseil  wantelh  / 
whan  it  is  moost  [ni>de] 

[3339]  ^  Yet  hadde  this  Melibeus  in  his  eoDM-il  /  niniiy 
folk*  that*  pn'uply  in  lus  eere  conseilled  hym  crrteyn  thyng-. 
and  conneilli^l  hym  the  ri^ntrarie  in  ffpnoral  Audience 

[3340]  Whan  Melibeus  ha<lde  herd  /  that  the  gretteste    • 
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portie  of  kis  conseil  /  weren  accorded  pat  he  shoMo  inat;<-n 
werre  /  anoon  /  ho  consented  to  Wr  conBeiUyng-  and  fully 
ftffermed  lure  sentence  /  [2241]  Thnnne  dame  Prudence  / 
whan  pat  ehe  saugB  /  how  that  hir  houshonde  shoojw  hjtn 
lor  to  wrekcn  liym  on  hise  foes  /  and  to  liigynne  werre  /  she 
iit  ful  humble  wiae  /  whan  she  saugh  hir  tyme  /  seide  to 
hym  thise  wordes  [2242]  IT  My  lord  quod  she  /  I  yow 
biseche  as  hertely  as  I  dar  and  kan  /  ne  haale  yow  nat  to 
faste  /  and  for  alle  gerdona  /  as  yeueth  me  Audience 
[2243]  IT  ffor  Piera  AJfonce  aeitli  V  who  so  that  dooth  to 
that  oothcr  good  or  harm  /  haste  thee  nat*  to  quiten  if .  for 
in  this  wise  thy  (reend  wole  abyde  /  and  thyn  enemy  shal 
the  lenger  lyue  in  dredo  [2244]  H  The  proucrhe  aeith  |  he 
hosteth  wel  that  wisely  kan  abyde  ||  And  In  wikked  haste  / 

[2245]  Thia  Melibec  answerde  vn  to  hia  wyf  Prudence 
If  I  purpose  nat  quod  lie  to  werke  by  thy  conseil  /  for 
many  causes  and  I'esufla  IT  ffor  cprtes  /  euery  wigfit  wolde 
holde  me  thannc  a  fool  [2246]  IT  thia  is  to  seyn  /  If  I. 
for  thy  conseillyng*  wolde  channgen  thynges  that  been 
ordcyned  and  aifemied  by  so  manye  wysc  [2347]  IT  Sec- 
oundly  I  seye  /  that  alio  womraen  been  wikke  /  and  noon 
a  good  of  hem  alle  IT  tfor  of  a  thousand  men  seith  Salomon  / 
I  foond  a  good  man  'but  wrteg  of  alle  wommen  /  good 
womman  foond  I  nexicro  [2248]  IT  And  also  ceiles  /  If  I 
gnu&raed  me  by  thy  poneeil  /  it  sholde  seme  that  I  hadde 
yeue  to  thee  ouw  me  the  maistrie  /  and  god  forhede  /  that 
it  so  weere  [2249]  IT  For  Ihesus  Syrak  eeith  /  that  if  the 
wyf  haue  maistrie  /  she  in  contrarioiis  to  hir  hoiisbonde 
[2250]  ^  And  Salomon  seith  IT  Neuere  in  thy  lyf  /  to  thy 
wyf  /  ne  to  thy  chiltj  /  ne  to  thy  freend  /  no  yene  no  power 
ouer  thy  self  \\.  ffor  betti-e  it  were  /  that  thy  children  asko 
of  thy  persone  /  thyngcs  that  hem  ncdeth  /  than  thon  be 
thy  self-  in  the  handes  of  thy  children  /  [2251]  f  And  if  1 
wolde  werke  hy  thy  conseil lyng' '  Certee  /  my  conseillyng" 
moste  som  tyme  be  serree  /  til  it  were  tyme  fit  it  moste  he 
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leffBiMmet!  va'mqyad  luf  hmnmcf :  €it  jitar  om  reamm^ 

J€  me  ddif  ff(nfd  wter  di-  iam  cinumiL    MS  Beg.  Id  C  Tii,  is 

TjIwid£l,iT.SS^.    {Soel^'mdimnrimlUmmmsiirKftefii^BrmL.y] 

[2254]  Wlumne  duDe  Frudenoe  fol  debcouddT  joid  5 
'miUk  gxeet  packsioe  /  badde  berd  al  liuil  lor  LcmdxiDde 
fikfid  liar  to  aere  '  thume  axed  abe  of  Ltzd  lioeDoe  for  to 
/  and  aerde  in  lizie  friae  [2255]  ^  IIt  lord  qvod  due  / 
to  TODxe  firsbe  reacifi  /  oertes  it  idbt  Hg&tlj  beea 
^  JTor  I  aere  /  thai  it  is  110  f<:*lif  tc>  chacimge 
||.  -aiian  tibt  thTXig  iff  diaiizig>wl  ^  co*  eBes  /  wbaa 
tike  tlijiitg  aeoDfitih  /  ooditsrveTefi  /  iLan  it  vaa  Ixfom 
[2256]  5r  And  Bkoarctcmer  I  aert*  /  ilut  tboo^  Te  ban 
a&d  hahig^t  to  perioiUDe  Tonre  fxujiriae  iT  Afid 
/  jt  weroe  to  perfcmme  Uiilke  aame  empriae 
I1J  luate  canae  /  men  eholde  nat  aerii  llierfctre  ;  that  re  were 
a  Iks'  Be  iaawom  [2257]  %  ffor  iLe  bc»c*k  aeith  pat  ihs 
Bakeih  no  k^*n^  whan  he  tameth  his  oarage  to 
bettre  [2258]  %  And  al  \*e  it  &c>  thar  ronrf  empriae  l« 
catahliwacd  and  oidevned  '  br  grtel  multitude  of  folk*  /  yet 
thar  je  natf  aooomplioe  thilke  ordinanct^  ,  but  tow  Uke 
[2259]  Y  ffor  the  trc»uthe  of  thrnges  '  and  the  prafir  boen 
nther  fbaiideii  in  ftfwe  folk^  that  been  wi^ie  and  fid  of 
VBtoft  /  than  bj  greer  multitiuie  of  folk"  ther  eu^ry  mam 
crielh  and  daiereth  /  what  thar  hvm  liketh  Y  Soolhly  / 
swieh  mnltitode  is  nat  boneete  [2260]  ^F  As  to  the  aeconde 
reaofi  /.  where  aa  je  seyn  ^t  alle  wowmen  been  wikke  f 
Sane  Tonre  grace  /  eertea  ye  despisen  alle  wommen  in  this 
wyae  /  [car  U  est  eecripi,  qui  tout  desprij^^  a  ions  de^f^aist] 
[2261]  &  Senec  aeith  /  that  who  so  wole  haue  »[u*  ^ 
enoe  /  shal  no  man  despise  but  he  shal  glaiily  /  techen  the 
acienoe  that  he  kan  with-outen  pitsuiupcion)  or  pride  / 
[2262]  And  awirhe  thynges  /;'  as  he  nought  ne  kan  .'  ho 
ahal  naf  been  ashamed  to  leme  hem  and  euquciv  of  Ia«;$^ 
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folk  /  than  hym  self  /.  [2x63]  And  sire  /  tliat  tlici-  hntU 
Ijeeu  many  a  gnod  womman  /  may  lightly  be  preuwl  / 
[2264]  H  Sot  certes  sir«  /  oure  lord  Ihe^ii  criet*  woldo 
neuOT'e  haue  (lesjiended  to  he  bom  of  a  woniman  /  if  alio 
woHimen  /  hudden  hen  wikke  /  [3165]  And  after  tliaf  for 
the  grete  bountee  that  is  in  woinmen  oure  lord  IIiimu  cmP 
whan  ho  waa  risen  fro  deeth  to  lyne  /  appeereii  rather  to  a 
womraan  /  than  to  hiae  Apostles  [2266]  IT  And  though 
that  Salomon  seith  /  that  lie  ne  fnoud  ueuci'e  wonimati 
good  /  it  folweth  nat  therfore  /  that  alle  wowimen  ben 
wikke  [2267]  Sot  though  that  he  ne  found  no  good 
woirtnian  /.  c^rtea  ful  many  another  man  /  hath  founden  / 
many  a  ivojiimau  fid  good  and  trewo  [2268]  It  Or  elles 
par  anenture  /  the  entente  of  Salomon  was  this  /  Hint  as  in 
Bouei'eyn  bountc  he  foond  no  womman  /  [2269]  this  in  to 
aeyn  /  that  ther  is  no  wight  fot  hath  soutreyn  hountee  / 
Bane  god  allone  /  as  he  hym  self  recordeth  in  hya  Eu'iUii- 
gelie  /  [2270]  flbr  tlier  nys  no  creature  bo  good  /  that  hym 
no  wantolh  soiuwliaf  of  the  perfeceiofi  of  god  /  tliat  is  liis 
maket'  [2271]  ^  Yonre  ^thridde  reson  is  this  IT  ye  seyn  /  if 
ye  gouejTie  yow  by  my  conseil  /  if  sholde  seme  that  ye 
hadde  yeue  me  the  maistrie  /  and  the  lordebipe  oiiei  youre 
ptj-Bone  ||.  [2272]  sire  saue  youre  grace  /  it  is  nat  so  ||  ffor 
if  it  were  so  tliat  no  man  aholde  be  conseilled  /  but  oonly 
of  hrtn  that  hadden  lordahipe  and  maiatrie  of  his  pieffione  / 
men  wolden  nat  be  conseilled  so  ofte  ||  [2273]  fforsoothly/ 
thilke  man  that  asketh  conseil  of  a  purpos  /  yet  Lath  he 
free  ohoys  /  wheitlier  he  wole  werke  by  that  coneeil  or 
noon  [2274]  It  And  as  to  yonre  fourthe  reaoil  H  Uier  ye 
Bpyn  fat  the  langlerie  of  wommen  hath  hyd  thynges  that 
they  wiato  noghf .  As  who  seith  /  that  a  wowimau  kan  nat 
hyde  that  ahe  woot  [2275]  IT  sire  tliise  wordea  been  vniK>r- 
stonde  of  woiiimen  f'lt  been  laugleressca  and  wikked  / 
[2276]  of  whiche  wommen  /  men  seyn  that  thre  thynges  / 
I  dryuen  a  man  out  of  his  hous  IT  that  is  to  aeyn  Smoke  / 
droppyng"  of  Heyn  /.  and  wikked  wyues  /  [2277]  and 
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mielie  wommon  seilh  Sulonmn  /  fat  it  were  Iiottre  ilwoUo  ' 
in  desert' than  with  a  woinman  thitt  i^  riutoiiB  [2278]  ^  Aii<l 
siM  by  youre  leue/  ihal  am  n«t  .1.  /  ["79]  tar  vi.-  huan  I'ul 
ofle  assayed  my  ^le  ftilciice  /  and  iiiy  grut  paciciico.  ||  Aud 
eelr  how  wel  /  that  I  koji  liyde  and  bele  thyngea  /  that 
men  ogtLte  secreely  to  hyde  [2180]  V  And  soolhly  /  aa  to 
youre  fifths  reso&  /  wliera  as  ye  seyn  j  that  in  wikkod  con- 
eeil  /  womraen  veniiuisahe  men  IT  gml  woof  thilke  resofl 
slant  heere  In  no  steUe  [22S1]  IT  tl'or  viiil  era  loom!  now  /  ye 
asken  conaeU  to  do  wikkedneaae  /  [3182]  aud  if  ye  wole 
werVpn  wikkeUiiesae  /  and  youre  wif  ivstreynetU  tlillke 
wikkcd  purpos  /  ajid  ourrcometh  yow  by  rcsoti)  and  by 
good  conM'il  /  [2283]  cwtwt  youre  wyf"  oglite  rather  to  bo 
preised  /  than  yblamed  [2284]  U  Tims  ^olde  j-o  vndei^ 
stonde  the  Pliiiosophrc  /  that  ncllh  /  In  wikkud  oonacil 
wommen  venquisefien  hir  housboudes  [2285]  IT  Aud  thor 
as  ye  blameu  sUe  wo»imen  aud  bir  rusofls  ||  X  stial  shewo 
yow  by  manye  ensaiupks  /  that  many  a  wominan  /  hath 
ben  ful  good  /  and  j'et  1>eeu  /  and  hir  uonscils  ful  hoolsome 
and  profitable  [2286]  f  Eek/  som  men  han  seyd  that  the 
conseilJynge  of  wofnnipn  /  is  outhcr  to  duere  /  or  ellvs  Id 
lit«l  of  pria  [2187]  U  Uut  al  be  it  so  y  fnt  fiU  innny  a 
wui/iuiau  it  baddo  /  and  hir  coneeil  vile  and  noght  worth  / 
yet  han  Dicn  founds  /  ful  many  a  good  wuniniau  /  and  ful 
discrete  and  wise  in  conseillynge  [2288]  V  I.00  lofob  /  by  ^ 
good  couaeil  of  his  raooder  Kebckka  wan  Iho  bunysufi  of 
Ysnak/  his  fader  /  and  the  lordshjpe  ouor  alle  hiso  brotheren 
[2289]  %  ludith  by  hire  good  consoil  deliiierod  the  L'itee  of  < 
Bc'thulie  in  which  she  dwelled  /  out  of  th«  haudea  of 
(.Hofomiw/  that  luidde  it  bisegml  ami  wolde  haue  al  dwtroypd 
if  [2290]  H  Abygail  deliu^fwl  Xabal  hir  housbonde  fro  • 
Banid  tlie  kyiig-  that  wolde  Imue  Elayn  hj'ni  /  and  apnysnl 
the  Ire  of  the  kyng-  by  liir  wif  and  by  hir  good  conwil- 
lyug"  [2291]  H  Heatwr  /  euhaunecd  greelly  by  hir  gnod  oun-  ■ 
wil  the  jmple  of  god  /  in  the  regna  of  Aaauenis  the  kyiig" 
(2291]  H  and  lliL-  wirue  lKHiHt«>«  in  gowl  conseillyng*  of 
tLLtsUEltE   433  (G-T.  Blu) 
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many  a  good  womman  may  men  telle  [2293]  If  And  moore 
ouer/  whan  oure  lord  hadde  creat  Adam  oure  forme  fader  / 
he  seyde  in  this  wise  /  [2294]  It  is  nat  good  /  to  been  a 
man  alloone  /  make  we  to  hym  an  helpe  semblable  to  hym 
self/  [2295]  IF  Heere  may  ye  se  /  that  if  that  wommen 
were  nat  goode  and  hir  conseils  goode  &  profitable  / 
[2296]  oure  lord  god  of  heuene  /  wolde  i;ieucre  han  wroght 
hem  /  ne  called  hem  /  help  of  man  but  rather  confusion  of 
man  [2297]  IF  And  ther  seyde  oones  a  clerk*  in  *two  vers  || 
what  is  bettre  /  than  gold  ?  laspre  IT  What  is  bettre  than 
laspre  ?  wisedoom  /  [2298]  If  And  what  is  better  than 
wisedoom  ?  womman  ||.  And  what  is  bettre  than  a  good 
womman?  no  thyng  [2299]  IF  And  sire  by  manye  of  othre 
resons  /  may  ye  seen  that  manye  wommen  been  goode  / 
and  hir  conseils  goode  and  profitable  ||  [2300]  And  therfore 
sire  /  if  ye  wol  triste  to  my  conseil  /  I  shal  restoore  yow  / 
youre  doghter  /  hool  and  sound  /  [2301]  And  eek/  .1.  wol  do 
to  yow  so  muche  /  that  ye  shul  haue  honour  in  this  cause  / 

f  Meiiboe  [2302]  Whan  Melibee  hadde  herd  the  wordes  of  his 

wyf  Pnidence  /  he  seyde  thus  [2303]  IT  I  se  wel  that  the 

t  Salomon  woid  of  Salomon  is  sooth  1|.  he  seith  that  wordes  fat 
been  spoken  discreetly  by  ordinaunce  /  been  honycombes  / 
for  they  yeuen  swetnesse  to  the  soule  /  and  hoolsomnesse 
to  the  body  [2304]  IT  And  wyf  /  by  cause  of  thy  sweete 
wordes  /  and  eek*  for  I  haue  assayed  and  preued  thy  grete 
sapience  /  and  thy  grete  trouthe  /  I  wol  gouerne  me  by  thy 
conseil  /  in  alle  thyng  / 

^  Pradenco  [2305]  Now  sire  quod  dame  Prudence  /  and  syn  ye 
vouche  sauf  /  to  been  gouemed  by  my  conseil  /  I  wol 
enforme  yow  /  how  ye  shul  goueme  youre  self/  in  chesynge 
of  youre  conseillours  [2306]  H  Ye  shul  first/  in  alle  youre 
werkes  /  mekely  /  biseken  to  the  heiglie  god  /  fat  he  wol 
be  youre  conseillo?^r /.  [2307]  And  shapeth  yow  /  to  swich 
entente  /  that  he  yeue  yow  conseil  and  confort*  as  taughte 

T  Thobiiis    Thobic  his  sone  [2308]  If  At  alle  tymes  /  thou  shalt  blesse 
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god  and  prayo  hyni  /  to  drease  thy  wcyos  /  and  looka  /  Jiat 

alle  thy  conseiLi  been  in  hym  for  eu'^romoore  [2309]  Seint    isn.c-m 

l&me  eet  seith  {|.  If  any  of  yow  huue  nede  of  sapieueu  /  axe 

it  of  god  [3310]  It  And  afterward  /  ttiannii  bIiuI  ye  taken 

coneeil  of  youre  [self]  and  exaniyne  wel  youre  thoglites  /  of 

flwich  tliyng*  na  yow  thynketh  fut  is  bfst  for  yourc  proKt  / 

[2311]  And  thanne  ehid  ye  drj-iie  fro  youre  herte.  thro    tofju  iiun«t 

thyngcs  that  been  contrariouBe  to  good  conseil  /  [zjij]    rionwwgwui 

That  is  to  seyn  /  Ire  /  coneitise  /  and  hnstifneHee 

[*3'3]  ^  ^^^  *i^  ^"t  ""eth  coiisoil  of  hym  self/  certea  / 
he  moste  been  with-outen  Ire  /  for  manye  caiiseB  /  [1314] 
tlio  fitslc  is  this  IT  he  (>ot  hath  greet  It«  and  wratthe  in 
hyin  self  /  ho  wenef  alwey  tliat  lie  may  do  thyng*  tliat  ho 
may  nat  do  [2315]  ^  And  eecoumli'ly  /  he  that  b  Iroua 
and  wrooth  /  he  ne  may  nat  wel  di-me  /  [2316]  and  he 
^t  may  nat  wel  demo  /may  nat  wel  conseiUe  [131 7] IT  The 
thridde  ia  this  /  that  he  ^(it  is  Irons  and  wiooth  as  with 
Senoo  ne  may  nat  speko  /  Imt  ho  blame  tliynges  /  [2318]  1  bmwd 
and  wi't/f  hisc  viciouse  wordes  /  he  etiretli  oother  folk  /  to 
Angre  and  to  Ire  [1319]  V  And  eek  sire  /  ye  most«  di^ue 
ooueitiae  out  of  youre  hert#  /  [2310]  tTor  the  Apostle  eeilh  ^Afair-a 
S  That  coueitise  is  roote  of  alle  harmes  ||  [3311]  And  truaf 
wel  /  that  A  coueitoUH  nuin  ne  kan  noght  denie  ne  thynke  / 
but  oonly  to  fnlfillo  the  ende  of  his  coueitiee  /  [3331]  and 
cMl^a  /  tliat  ne  may  neuece  been  accompliced  /  for  cnerc  / 
the  mo»ro  halmnilaunije  fni  he  liath  of  riche«se  /  the  moore 
he  desiroth  [13*3]  H  And  Biir  /  yo  niosl«  also  /  drjiie  out 
of  youre  herte  Iiastifnease  /  for  i:ffrtes  /  [2314]  ye  no  may 
nat  deeme  for  the  bcste  a  Bodeyn  thought  /  that  falleth  in 
youre  hert«  /  but  yo  moste  auyse  yow  on  if  ful  oft^  / 
[1315]  llbr  lis  ye  herdo  biforn  /  The  commune  prouwbe  is 
this  %  That  ho  fit  soone  dfi-mcth  /  aoone  rciient«th. 

[1316]  V  yiR"  /  ye  m>  l>e  nat  alwey  in  lyke  disposiciofl 
[1317]  fur  oert^e  /  som  ihyiif^  ^it  somtyme  semeth  to 
yow  /  that  if  is  gooil  fur  to  di>  /  Another  tytne  it  semelh 
to  yow  the  eontmric  / 
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[2318]  wlion  ye  hon.  taken  conseil  of  youre  self/  and 
hull  deemed  hy  giwd  delibetacion  awich  tliytig/  as  you  list 
best/  [2329]  IT  Thanno  rede  I  yuw  /  ihat  ye  kepe  it/ 
'seccee  /  [1330]  biwrey  nut  youre  conseil  to  no  pcj'Bouo  / 
but  if  so  be  that  yo  wenen  sikerly  /  that  tbiu^li  youre 
biiTTciyjng'  youre  condicioll  /  ahnl  be  to  yow  the  hiimhi) 
pj'ofitable  [2331]  IT  tforlhesua  Syrak  seith  /  Nuilber  to  Ihy 
foo  ue  te  tby  freuJ  diseouei-e  nat  tby  eeeiws  ne  thy  folio  / 
[3332]  for  they  wol  yeue  yow  Audience  and  lookyngo  /  to 
aupportaciofl  in  tby  pi'eBeuce  /  and  scome  theo  in  thyn 
Absence  [2333]  IT  Another  derb  seitli /  That  scaraly  abaltou 
fynJen  any  personc  /  that  may  kepe  conseil  sikerly 
[3334]  II  The  book  seith  /  whil  pal  thou  kepest  thy  conseil 
in  thyn  herte  /  thou  kepest  it  iu  thy  priaofl  /  [2335]  and 
whan  thou  biwreyesf  tliy  conseil  to  any  wigfit  /  ho  holdeth 
theo  in  his  snare  [2336]  IT  And  therfore  yow  is  bcttre  to 
bydfi  youre  conseil  in  youre  lierte  /  than  praye  hem  /  to 
whom  ye.  ban  biwreyed  youre  conseil  /  that  he  wole  kepeii 
it  eloos  and  stille  [2337]  IT  ffor  Seneca  seith  IT  If  bo  be  / 
fat  thou  nc  miiyHt  nat  thyn  owene  conseil  byde  *  how 
darstou  praycn  any  oother  wighP  tby  conseil  sikerly  to 
keije  [2338]  IT  But  natbclees  /  If  thou  wene  sikerly  /  pnt 
the  biwreiyng*  of  tby  conseil  to  a  pei-sone  /  wol  moke  thy 
condiciou)  to  stondi^n  in  the  bettre  plyt/.  thanne  shattou 
tellen  hyin  thy  conseil  in  tliia  wise  [2339]  It  ffiref  thou 
sbalt  make  no  semblant*  wheither  ihee  wore  leuere  pees  or 
weiTo  /  or  this  /  or  thaf .  ne  sliewe  hym  nat  tby  wille  and 
thyn  entente  /  [2340]  ffor  trust  wel  /  f'lt  cojiiewli  thiae 
conseillours  \>ecn  flatererea  /  [2341]  namely  the  conseilloHre 
of  grete  lonles  /  [2342]  for  they  enforcen  hem  alwey  / 
rather  to  speken  plesante  wordes  /  enclynynge  to  the  lonles 
lusf .  than  wonles  fwt  been  trewe  or  proHtHble  [2343]  IT  And 
therfore  /  men  seyn  /  put  the  riche  man  hath  seeld  goovl  con- 
seil but  if  he  baue  it  of  hym  self  [1344]  IT  And  after  thaf 
thou  sbalt  coasidere  tby  freendes  and  tbync  enemys  || 
[2345]  And  as  toucbynge  tby  freendes  thou  slialt  con- 
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siderc  /  wiche  of  hum  /  fat  been  nioost  feilhful  ami  moosf 
wife  /  and  eldest*  and   moet  approued  in   con3eilIyiig< 
[2346]  And  of  hem  ehalf  thou  axke  thy  conscil  / . 
CBas  requireth 

[2347]  V  I  Beye  /  pat  first  /  ye  shul  clepe  to  youi 
Beil  youre  freendea  that  been  Irewe  [2348]  IT  ffor  Salomon  1 
seith  IF  Thnt  righP  as  the  herte  of  a  man  delitoth  in  saiiour 
Jiat  is  Booto  /  right  so  /  the  constil  of  trewe  freondes  / 
yeucth  swetenesse  to  the  soule  i  [2349]  He  seith  rIho  IT  ther 
nwy  no  thyng  be  likned  to  the  trewe  freemJ  ||  [2350]  for 
certM  gold  no  siluor  /  heth  nat  so  muehe  worth  as  the 
goode  wyl  of  a  trewo  freenJ  [2351]  51  And  eek  he  seith  / 
thut  a  trewe  freend  /  is  a  strong  defl'eiise  /  who  so  f  iit 
hym  fyndoth  /  cert^s  /  he  fyndeth  a  greet  trusour 
[2352]  H  Thanne  shul  ye  eek  consiilere  /  if  tliat  yonre 
trewe  &eendca  /  been  discrete  and  wise  /  if  fTor  the  boolp 
Beilh  /  Axe  alwey  thy  conseil  /  of  hem  ffit  been  wise  / 
[2353]  And  by  this  same  resoll  /  shnl  yo  clepen  to  youre 
conseil  of  youre  frecndes  that  been  of  age  /  swiche  as  hdn 
seyu  and  been  esperf  In  manye  thynges  /  and  been 
approued  in  conscillynges  [2354]  V  ffor  the  book  seith  / 
that  in  the  olde  men  is  the  .Sapience  /  and  in  longe  Ij-mo 
the  prudence  [2355]  H  And  Tullius  seith  /  that  gret*! 
thynges  /  no  l)een  nat  ay  aecompliced  by  strengthe  /  ne  by 
deliun-nc«se  of  body  /  but  by  gooil  conseil  /  by  Auclorileo 
of  jxTSones  and  by  seiencu  /  the  whiihe  thre  thynges  /  ne 
been  nat  tieble  by  ago  /  but  wi-tes  /  they  enforran  and  cn- 
creeacen  day  by  day  /  [2356]  And  thanne  /  shid  yc  k"iie 
this  /  for  a  genriid  reule  51  ftirsf  ahul  ye  tiepen  to  your* 
conseil  /  a  fowe  of  your*  freendes  that  been  psjmciale  / 
[1357]  for  Salomon  seith  51  Mnnye  freendi*  hane  thou  /  ^ 
but  among  a  thousanil  ch«ee  thee  oon  /  to  bo  thy  cnnsuil-  ^ 
lour  /  [2358]  tfor  al  be  it  so  ,'  that  thou  firat  ne  'telle  thy 
conseil  /  hut  to  a  fewe  /  thou  mayst  afWnvun)  ti'lle  it  to 
ino  fiillc  if  it  be  ne<l«  /  [2359]  bnt  Inokc  atwry  /  that  thy 
conseillouts  /  haue  thilke  tlire  condicioDs  fat  1  haue  spyd 
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bifow!  /  that  ia  to  scyn  /  tliat  tliey  be  trewe  /  wise  /  anet 
tif  oold  oitperience  [2360]  %  And  werke  nat  alwey  in  euery 
nede  /  by  oon  counaeiJluu?'  allone  V  ffor  somtyme  tilioouetli 
if  to  been  eonseilleU  by  nianye  ||  [2361]  ffor  Salomon  seith 
IT  Saluacion)  of  thynges  /  is  /  wherw  as  tlier  beeji  manye 
conseilloitrs 

[1362]  Kow  /  sith  I  haue  toold  yow  /  of  wbicli  folk  / 
ye  sholde  been  counseilled  /  now  wol  I  tijclie  yow  wbicb 
conseil  /  ye  ogtite  to  eacbewo  [2363]  IT  iErsP  yo  aim]  eechue 
the  conBeillyng  of  foolea  [|  ffor  Salomon  aeitb  /  taak"  no  con- 
I  seil  of  a  fool  /  for  he  ne  kan  noght  conseille  /  but  aft«r  hia 
oweue  lust^  and  his  affecciofl  [2364]  IT  The  book  seith  / 
thaP  the  pniprotee  of  a  fool  is  this  IT  he  troweth  ligBtly 
harm,  of  every  wight  /  and  lightly  troweth  alle  bountee  in 
Lyra  self  [2365]  IT  Thou  shalt  eek  eschue  /  the  coaseillyng' 
of  flatereri's  /  swicbo  as  enforcen  kem  /  ratlier  to  preise 
yoitre  pereono  by  fiaterye  than  for  to  telle  yow  /  the  Booth- 
taatnesse  of  thyugcs 

[2366]  V  Wherforo  TiilHiw  seith  IT  Anionges  alle  tlie 
peatileueeB  that  been  in  freendshipe  /  the  grettesto  is 
flaterie  /  And  therfore  is  it  inoore  iiede  ^iit  thou  eschue 
and  drede  flatererea  /  than  any  oother  peple  [2367]  IT  The 
book  eeith  /  thou  shalt  rather  drede  and  flee  /  fro  the 
sweeto  wordes  /  of  ftaterynge  preiserea  /  than  iro  the  egre 
wordes  of  thy  freeniJ  /  that  aeilh  thee  thy  sothes  ||  [2368] 
Salomon  seith  /  that  the  wot^es  of  a  flatcrera  /  is  a  suam 
to  chacche  with  Innocentz  [2369]  H  He  eeith  also  /  that  ho 
f«t  speketh  to  his  freend  /  wonlea  oP  awetnesse  and  of 
plesaunce  /  scttetb  a  net"  bifom  hia  feef  to  cacche  hyni 
[2370]  It  And  theifore  aeith  Tuliius  /  EneJyne  nat  thyne 
erea  to  flatererea  /  ne  taaketh  no  conseil  of  the  wordes  of 
fiaterye  1].  [2371]  And  Caton  seith  IT  Auyae  thee  wel  /  and 
eschue  the  wonles  /  of  awetnesse  and  of  pleBaun<:e 
[2372]  It  And  eek'  thou  shalt  eschue  /  the  couseillyng"  of 
thyne  olde  enemys  /  that  been  reconailed  [2373]  IT  The 
book'  a<:ith  /.  that  no  wigtit  retoumeth  saufly  /  in-to  the 
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grace  of  his  olde  enemy  [2374]  H  And  iGope  Beitb  /  Ne 
tmst  nat  to  liom  /  to  whiche  thou  hast  liad  soni  tyme  werre 
or  enemjtee  /  ne  telle  hem  nat  thy  eonseil  [2375]  It  Aud 
Seneca  t«lleth  the  cauae  \¥hy  IT  It  may  nat  bo  seith  he  /  5*" 
that  where  greet  fyr  /  hath  longo  tyme  endured  /  that 
Iher  ne  dwelleth  Bom  TBpoiir  of  waminease  [2376]  And 
therfore  seitli  Salomon  ^  In  thyn  olde  foo  trust  neu^i-e  1  s»i 
['377]  ^  "or  sikerly  /  though  thyn  enemy  /  be  reconBile<J 
and  maketh  thee  chieTi>  of  humyliU'o  /  and  lowteth  to  thoo 
with  his  heed  ne  tmat  hym  neiicre  [2378]  5[  ffor  ccrtea  / 
he  maketh  thiike  feyned  humililee  /  moore  for  his  pi-ofiP 
than  for  any  loue  of  thy  pfraono  /  by  cause  that  he  deem- 
eth  /  to  hauo  victorie  oner  thy  pereoue  /  by  ewieh  feyne<l 
contenance  /  the  which  victorie  /  he  myghte  nat*  wynne  /  by 
strip  ot  werre  [1379]  And  Potflr  Alfonce  seith  /.  Moke  no  '.  f'l 
ft-lawshipe  /  with  tliyno  ohle  eneroye  II  ffor  if  Ihou  do  liem 
liountee  /  they  wol  pcnierten  it  /  in  to  wikkednesse 
[1380]  And  eek*  thou  most  eachue  /the  conseillyng'of  hem  / 
that  been  thy  senionti  and  beren  thee  greet  rcuerence  /  for 
[wrauenture  /  they  doou  it  moore  /  for  drede  than  for  lone 
[^381]  f  And  therfore  /  seith  0  Philosophre  /  in  thia  ^n 
wise  ||.  Ther  is  no  wight  pnrfitly  trewe  /  to  hym  fat  lie  to 
Boore  dredetli  [1381]  IT  And  Tnllius  seith  ||  Ther  nya  no  '.  tui 
mygftt  ao  gn-et  of  any  Emiwrour  /  tliat  longe  may  endure  / 
hut  if  he  haue  /  moore  lo'ue  of  the  pcple  /  than  for  drcile 
[J383]  S  Thou  ahnlt  also  isrhue  /  the  conseiling-  of  folk 
tliat  been  dronkelewe  [1  for  they  lean  no  conseil  hyde 
[1384]  H  Sot  Salomon  seith  |)  Tlier  is  no  pcmetce  /  ther  as  ^  m 
regnetb  drenltenesae  [2385]  H  Ye  sliul  also  /  han  in  suspect 
the  conaeillyng"  of  swich  folk",  as  conseiUc  yow.  athyng* 
prtuely  /  and  conaeillo  yow  /  the  conttarie  openly  [1386] 
4  ffor  Cassidorie  seith  /.  that  it  is  n  manure  aleigfete  to  5 
hyndre  /  whan  he  sheweth  to  doou  a  thyng"  oivnly  /  and 
werkoth  pj'uely  the  contmrie  [1387]  H  ITiou  shalf  also  / 
hane  in  siispecf .  the  cnnacillyng'  of  wikkinl  folk  ||.  ffor  the 
booVtwith  /Tlie  conseillyng'of  wikked  folk-,  ie  alwej-  fal 
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uf  Iraude  ||.  [2388]  And  Dauid  seitli  IT  bliafiil  is  tliat  man  / 
fat  hath  nat  folwed  /  the  cooseilyng*  of  sherewc-s  [3389] 
V  Thou  shiilt  also  eschue  /  the  coiiseiUyag'  of  yong*  fulk- . 
for  Mr  conaeil  is  uat  rype 

[2390]  HOw  sire  /  sith  I  have  shewed  yow  /  of  wliich 
folk*  ye  shul  take  youre  conseil  /  and  of  which  folk"  ye  ahul 
folwe  the  conaeil  *  [3391]  now  wol  I  teche  yow  /  how  ya 
shal  examyne  youre  conaeil  /  aftur  the  doctrme  of  Tulliua 
[1391]  %  111  the  examynynge  thanne  of  youra  conaeilloui* 
.  ye  shul  considoro  manye  tbyngea  [2393]  IT  Alderfiraf  thou 
shalt  considere  /  fat  in  thilke  thyng-  that  thou  purpoaest  / 
and  vpon  what  thyng'  thou  wolt^  haue  conaeil  /  Jiiit  vemj 
trouthe  /  be  seyd  and  couserued  /  this  is  to  Bcyn  /  telle 
trewely  thy  tale  [2394]  ^  ffor  he  that  aeith  fols  /  may  nat 
wel  be  coneeilleiJ  /  iii  that  cas  of  which  he  lioth  [2395] 
If  And  after  this  /  thou  shalt  eonaidere  the  thyngea  fat 
aeorden  to  that  thou  purpcseat  /  for  to  do  /  by  thy  conseil- 
loiira  if  reson  accorde  therto  /.  [2396]  And  eek  /  if  thy 
myght  may  atttine  ther-to  /  Anil  if  the  mooro  part"  and  the 
bettre  imrt"  of  thy  winstillours  acorde  ther-to  /  or  noon 
[2397]  IT  Thunno  ahaltou  eonaidere  /  what  thyng  elial 
folwe  /  after  hir  conseillyng' .  as  hate  /  pees  /  wurro  / 
grace  /  pcofif  01  damage  /  and  manye  othere  thj-ugea 
[2398]  IT  Thanne  /  of  alle  thise  thyngea  /  tboii  slialt  chese 
the  best*  /  nnil  weyiie  alle  othere  thyngea  [2399]  ^  Thanne 
slialtow  considere  of  what  rooto  b  engendred!  the  matiere 
of  thy  conseil  /  and  what  fniyt'  it  may  consenie  and 
engendre  [2400]  f  Thou  shall  eek  eonaidere  nlle  thise 
cauaea  /  fro  whennea  they  been  sprongen  [2401]  H  And 
whan  ye  han  examyned  youre  conaeil  /  aa  I  have  eeydl  / 
and  which  partie  is  the  bettre  and  moore  profitable  /  and 
hast  appTOued  if  by  manye  wise  folk'  and  olde  [2402] 
IT  thanne  ahaltou  eonaidere  /  it  thou  niayat  porfoume  it*  and 
maken  of  it  a  good  ende  [2403]  %  ffor  certes  resofl  wol  nat 
that  any  man  /  eholde  bigj-nne  a  thj-nj.".  but  if  he  myghto  / 
iwrfoiime  if  as  h>Tn  oghte  [2404]  IT  Xe  no  wighf  sholde 
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take  vp  on  hym  so  lieuy  s  cliarge  /  lliat  he  luygfitts  nat  bcre 

it'  [2405]  %  IXov  tho  pj-oueclw  seith  ||.  he  that  to  mucbe"  1  i™iBia 

embrao'th  /   distreyneth  UU-l    [2406]    And   Catoii  eeitli    Il-.u. 

%  Assay  to  du  swich  thyng' ,  tis  thou  host  power  to  doon  / 

lest*  thaf  the  cltarge  opprvHso  thee  /  so  soore  /  tbat  thre 

bihoiieth  /  to  weyue    thjiii^   that   tlioa    hast   bigonne  / 

[1407]  And  if  so  be  /  fat  thuu  be  in  doutij  /  wheither  tbou 

ninyst'  purfouriie  a  thing'  or  noon  /  cheac  rather  /  to  suffra 

than  big3'ime   [2408]  f  And  Piers  Alplionce  seith  IT  If   ^iv'.ru* 

thou  bast  inyght  to  doon  a,  thyng'  of  which  thou  moat 

repente  thee  /  it  is  bettre  7'  nay  than  ye  [1409]  It  this  is 

to  seyn  /  that  tbee  is  bettre  /  liolde  thy  tonge  stills  /  than 

for  to  epeke  [2410]  ^  Thtinne  may  ye  vndcrstoudo  /  by 

stronger  resons  /  tliot  if  thou  haet  po'wer  /  to  parfoame  a 

werk*  of  which  thou  ehalt  repente  /  thanne  ia  it  bettre  / 

that  thou  suffre  than  higynne  [241 1]  %  wel  sej'n  thoy  frit 

defenden  euery  wighf  to  assaye  any  thyng'  of  which  ho  is 

in  dout«  /  wheither  he  may  paifoume  it  or  noon  ||  [2412] 

And  after  /  whan  ye  han  osamyned  yonre  cooseil  /  as  I 

haue  aeyd  bifom  /  and  knowen  wel  /  that  ye  may  par- 

fonms  youre  empi-ise  /  couferme  it  Uinime  sadly  til  it  be  at 

au  ende 

[2413]  HOw  is  it  reaon  and  tymo  fat  I  shewo  yow  / 
whanne  and  wherfore  /  that  ye  may  chanugc  youre  consetl- 
lours  /  with-outen  youre  repreue  [2414]  V  Soothly  /  a  man   i  H^n  ■  d 
JOiS  chaungen  his   purpos  and  his  con-seil  if  the  causa    hiHanwii 
B&Mh  /  or  whan  a  news  caus  bitydeth  [2415]  V  iror  thi?    npnu* 
^Hpi  Kitb  tbnt  vpon  thyngca  fnt  uewcly  bityden  /  bihoucth 
^Wwe  conscil  [2416]  ^  And  senec/ seith  i|.  If  thy  coniwil    is««»~ 
is  comen  /  lo  the  eeris  of  thyn  tnomy  chaunge  thy  Museil 
[2417]  H  Thou  mnj-st  also  chaunge  thy  conseil  /  If  so  be  / 
that  thou  mayat  lynde  /  that  by  errour  /  or  by  oothei 
ennse  /  harm  or  datnngu  may  bityde  [2418]  11  Also  /  if  thy 
conaeil  be  lUshonesf .  or  ellis  cometh  of  disli»noat«  cailM  / 
ehaonge  thy  conseil  ||.  [2419]  fTor  thd  lawea  «>yn  H  that 
«lle  hiheslea  thai  been    diahonest*  /  been   of  no  Tidiie 
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[2420]  IT  And  eek/  If  so  be  /  pat  it  bo  inpossible  /  or  may 
nat  goodly  be  parfowmed  or  kept* 

[242 1]  IT  And  take  this  /  for  a  general  renle  /  that  euery 
conseil  pat  is  alfermed  so  strongly  /  that  it  may  nat  be 
chaunged  for  no  condicion  that  may  bityde  If  I  seye  /  pat 
thilke  conseil  is  wikked  •  [2422] 

This  Melibeus  /  whanne  he  hadde  herd  the  doctnne  of 
his  wyf  dame  Prudence  /  answerde  in  this  wyse 
[2423]  If  Dame  quod  he  as  yet*  in  to  this  tyme  /  ye 
han  wel  and  couenablely  taught*  me  as  in  general  /  how  I 
shal  goueme  me  in  the  chesynge  /  and  in  the  withholdynge 
of  my  conseillours  ||  [2424]  but  now  wolde  I  fayn  /  that 
ye  wolde  condescende  in  especial  /  [2425]  and  telle  me  / 
how  liketh  yow  /  or  what  semeth  yow  by  oure  conseillours  / 
that  we  han  chosen  in  oure  present  nede 

[2426]  My  lord  quod  she  / 1  biseke  yow  in  al  hum- 
blesse  /  that  ye  wol  nat  wiKully  replie  agayn  my  resofis  / 
ne  distempre  youre  herte  /  thogh  I  speke  thyng*  that  yow 
displese  ||  [2427]  ffor  god  woot*  that  as  in  myn  entente  I 
speke  if  for  youre  beste  /  for  youre  honour  /  and  for  youre 
profite  eke  /  [2428]  And  soothly  I  hope  /  that  youre  be- 
nyngnytee  /  wol  taken  it  in  pacience  [2429]  If  Trusteth  me 
wel  quod  she  /  that  youre  conseil  as  in  this  caas  ne  sholde 
nat*  as  to  speke  p7*c>perly  /  be  called  a  conseillyng*  but  a 
mocion  or  a  moeuyng*  of  folye  /  [2430]  in  which  conseil  / 
ye  han  erred  in  many  a  sondry  wise 

[2431]  IT  ffirst  /  and  forward  /  ye  han  erred  in  thassem- 
blynge  of  youre  conseillours  ||  [2432]  ffor  ye  sholde  lirst 
haue  cleped  a  fewe  folk  /  to  youre  conseil  /  and  after  ye 
myghte  han  shewed  it*  to  mo  folk  /  if  it  hadde  been  nede 
[2433]  ^  But  ce/-tes  /  ye  han  sodeynly  cleped  to  youre  con- 
seil a  greet*  multitude  of  peple  ful  chargeant*  and  ful 
anoyous  for  to  he.ere  [2434]  IT  Also  /  ye  han  erred  /  for 
there  as  ye  sholden  oonly  haue  cleped  to  youre  conseil 
youre  trewe  frendes  olde  and  vnse  /  [2435]  ye  han  ycleped 
straunge  folk  /  and  yong*  folk* .  false  flatcreres  /  and  enemy s 
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reconailed  /  and  folk  /  fat  doon  ymv  rcU'.'CL'ntu  withoutcn 
loTio  [^436]  5f  Aud  eok  also  /  ye  Imiie  eirei!  /  for  ye  han 
broght  wj'tA  yow  Uj  youre  couseil  /'  Ire  /  coucitise  /  and 
hnstifnesse  /  [3437]  the  whiche  thre  thiDgm  been  coii- 
trarioosii  to  euery  ooniieil  /  honaste  and  ptviitalile  /  [1438] 
the  whiche  thre  /  ye  ban  nat  anientissed  or  destroyed  hem  / 
neither  in  youre  eelf  ne  in  yoiire  conseilloiirs  as  yow  oghto 
[1439]  IT  Ye  han  erred  aha  j  for  ye  han  shewe<(  'to  youn' 
conseillours  /  youre  tatenf  and  youre  afTecciofl  /  to  make 
werre  anon  /  and  for  t>3  do  vengeance  /  [1440]  they  han 
eapied  by  yoar«  wordea  to  what  thyng*  ye  Iteen  eni'lyned  {| 
[1441]  And  thcrfore  /  han  they  rather  conscilled  yow  to 
yoore  talenf  than  to  youre  prafif  [1442]  U  Ye  han  etreil 
alao  /  for  it  semeth  /  |)at  it  suffiaeth  /  to  hitn  beeii  non- 
eeilled  by  thiae  conaeillours  oonly  /  and  wip  litel  Auys  / 
[1443]  wherf-aa  in  so  greep  and  so  heigh  a  nede  /  it  haildo 
been  necessario  mo  conscillours  /  and  utoote  deliberacionl  t<i 
porfonme  youra  empriae  [2444]  IT  Ye  han  erred  also  /  fur 
ye  ban  nat  exaniyned  youm  conscil  /  in  the  fcrseydi- 
manere  ne  in  due  manere  as  the  caas  rei|itireth  [244  5]  If  Ve 
ban  erred  also  /  for  ye  han  nat  maked  no  ditiision)  bitwixc 
yoon  conseillouTS  V  tbis  is  to  eeyn  /  bitwixen  youre  trewe 

I&eendes  /  and  youre  feyned  conseillours  '.  [3446]  ne  ye  han 
nat  knowo  the  wil  of  youre  trewe  freendns  /  olde  and  wiw 
[3447]  but  ye  han  east'  alle  hire  wordes  in  an  ho<'Jiepot' 
and  enclyned  youre  herte  to  tlie  moore  purtio  /  and  to  the 
gretter  norobre  /  and  there  been  ye  condescended  [144s] 
V  And  Bith  ye  woot  wel  )i«t  men  ahol  alwey  /  fyude  a 
({Tetter  nombre  of  fooles  /  fban  of  wise  men  /  [3449]  and 
Lherfore  /  the  conseila  that  been  at  cougr^^ioAs  and  mul- 
titudea  of  folk'.  ther«  as  men  take  moore  rewanl  to  the 
nombre  /  than  to  the  sapience  of  pcrsone*  /  [3450]  >-e  ne  wel  / 
that  in  Bwiche  conaeillyngeis  /  fooles  han  tbeniaiBtrie  [1451] 
Mfilibeu'  onswerde  agayn  /  and  seyde  /  I  grannie  wel  that  < 
I  haufl«rred  |1  [3451]  but  there  n-t  thon  basl  toold  me  heer- 
bifotn  /  yai  he  nya  nat  to  blnmr  ^it  i-hniiiignlh  hisc  wm. 
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soillours  in  C6?*teiu  caas  /  aiid  for  cf^rteine  luste  causes 
[2453]  IT  laiual  redy  to  chaunge  my  conseillours  /  rigM 

1  prwmu  as  thow  wolt  deuyse  /  [2454]  IF  The  prouerbe  aeith  /.  that 

i'or  to  do  synne  is  manuyssh  /  but  certes  /  for  to  pe^-seuere 
longe  in  synne  /  is  werk  of  the  deuel 

t  Pnidenre  [245S]  ^  ^^  ^^^  Sentence  answereth  anon  dame  Pru- 

dence and  seyde  [2456]  IF  Examineth  quod  she  youre  con- 
seil  /  and  lat  vs  see  /  the  whiche  of  hem  /  han  spoken 
most  resonablely  /  and  taught  yow  best  conseil  ||.  [2457] 
And  for  as  muche  as  pat  the  examynacion)  is  necessarie  / 
lat  YS  bigynne  at  the  sui^ens  and  at  the  phisiciens  /  that 
iirst*  speeken  in  this  matiere  [2458]  IF  I  sey  yow  /  that  tho 
surgiens  and  phisiciens  /  han  seyd  yow  in  youre  conseil 
discreetly  /  as  hem  oughte  [2459]  IF  And  in  hir  speche 
seyd  ful  wisely  /  that  to  the  office  of  hem  aperteneth  to 
doon  to  euery  wight  honour  and  profit  /  and  no  wight  for 
to  anoye  /  [2460]  and  in  hir  craft  /  to  doon  greet  diligence 
vn-to  the  cure  of  hem  /  whiche  fat  they  han  in  hir  gouem- 
aunce  /  [2461]  And  sire  /  right  as  they  han  answered 
wisely  and  discreetly  /  [2462]  right  so  rede  I  that  they 
been  heiglily  and  soue?*eyDly  gerdoned  for  hir  noble 
speche  /  [2463]  and  eek*  for  they  sliolde  do  /  the  moore 
ententif  bisynesse  in  the  curacion)  of  youre  doghter  deere  || 
[2464]  ffor  al  be  it  so  /  fat  they  been  youre  freendes  / 
therfore  slial  ye  nat  sufFren  /  that  they  serue  yow  for 
noght  /  [2465]  but  ye  oghte  tlie  rather  gerdone  hem  and 
shewe  hem  youre  largesse  [2466]  IF  And  as  touchy nge  the 
proposicion  wbicli  that  the  Pliisiciens  encreesceden  in  this 
caas  /  this  is  to  sey  11  /  [2467]  that  in  maladies  /  that  oon 
cbntrarie  is  warisshed  by  another  contrarie  /.  [2468]  I 
wolde  fayn  knowe  /  hou  ye  vnderstonde  this  text  /  and 

^Meiib«i5  what  is  youre  sentence  [2469]  IF  Certes  quod  Melibeus/  I. 

vnderstonde  it  in  this  mse  [2470]  IF  that  right*  as  they  han 
doon  me  a  contrarie  /  right  so  /  sholde  I  doon  hem  another  || 
[2471]  ffor  right*  as  they  han  ^venged  hem  on  me  /  and 
ftoon  me  wrong*  f  Right  so  /  slial  I  venge  me  vpon  hem  / 
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anil  lioon  hem  ivrontc ,  [2471]  nnd  thanne  liaiie  1  umml  owi 
ciHitrariij  by  another 

[J473]  Lo,  lo  quod  daine  Prudonou  /  how  lightly  is  1  p 
euory  uian  enelincd  to  his  owene  iloair  /  and  to  liis  oweni- 
plesaunce  [1474]  '  Certoa  quod  she  Ilia  worUia  of  tlie 
PhiBiuieiifi  /  ne  sholdi'  uat  iiait  been  vndurBtonileu  in  thys 
'wise  |(.  [1475]  (Tor  i;cf'teA  /  wikkedneese  /  ia  nnt  noiitrurie 
to  wikkednesse  /  ne  vuugeance  to  vengeounco  /  ne  wrong" 
to  wrong"  ■  but  they  been  seinblable  [2476]  IT  And  iher- 
fote  /  0  vungesaunce  /  ia  nat  wariaalied  by  tinothor  venge- 
auuce  /  ne  o  wroong"  by  another  wroong".  [1477]  but 
«uerich  of  hem  encreeacetb  aiid  aggreggeth  oothcr  [3478] 
H  But  eei'tes  /  the  wordes  of  the  I'hisieiena  /  aholde  bi-on 
vnJeretondeti  lu  this  wise  [1479]  IT  ffor  good  and  wikked- 
nease  /  been  two  contraries  and  pees  and  werre  /  vuoge- 
aunce  and  suiTraunoe  /  discord!  and  acconl  and  manye 
othere  thyngee  |j  [1480]  But  cerlea  /  wikkodnesse  /  sbal  b« 
warisahed  by  goodncsse  /  discord  by  accorrf  /  weno  by  pees  / 
and  so  forth  of  othere  thyngM  [2481]  And  heer-lo  accord eth 
Seiat  Paul  the  Apostle  /  in  manye  places  [1481]  ^  He  1  p. 
suith  Ne  ycldeth  nat  harm  for  harm  /  ne  wikked  H]ieche  / 
for  wikked  speche  /  [2483]  But  do  wol  /  lo  hym  fitt  dooth 
thee  harm  /  and  bleseo  hym  fat  eeith  to  the«  harRi  [2484] 
IT  And  in  manye  othera  places  he  amouestelh  pees  and 
accord  [3485]  IT  But*  nowwol  I  Bjwko  to  yow  /of  the  con- 
»eil ,'  which  fat  was  yeuen  to  yow  /  by  the  men  of  Inwe  / 
and  the  wise  folk-  [3486]  that  seydi^n  alle  by  oon  acron)  / 
as  ye  han  herd  bifore  [1487]  IT  That  oueralle  thyngva  /  ye 
sholde  doon  youT«  diligence  to  kcjien  yoiire  persone  /  and 
to  wamMloore  yours  hous  [2488]  IF  And  soyden  also  that 
in  this  caas  /  yow  oghU-n  for  lo  werken  ful  auysely  and 
witA  greef  deliberaciofl  [24B9]  IT  Aiid  cim  /  as  to  the  fintlo 
point",  that  toucheth  to  the  kepyng  of  youro  pnrsoni'  ,' 
[2490]  ye  sbul  vnderstonde  /  that  he  fat  halh  weiro  thai 
eusremoore  /  mekely  and  deuontly  /  preyea  bifora  atl<' 
tkfngeB  /  [2491]  that  Iheaun  orisl  "f  hi»  gn-te  merry  w<l 
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ban  hym  in  his  protecciori)  /  and  l)een  his  souereyn  helpyng* 
at  his  nede  ||.  [2492]  ffor  certea  /  In  this  world  ther  is  no 
wight*  that  may  be  conseilled  ne  kept  snfficeantly  with- 
outen  the  kepyng*  of  oure  lord  Ihe^u  crisf  [2493]  ^  ^^  ^^^ 

f  Dauid  prvphete  sentence  accordeth  the  prophete  dauid  /  that  seith  ||  [2494] 
If  god  ne  kepe  the  Citee  /  in  ydel  waketh  he  that  it  kepeth 
[2495]  Kow  sire  /  thanne  shul  ye  committe  /  the  kepyng*  of 
youre  pcrsone  to  youre  trewe  freendes  /  that  been  approned 
and  knowe  /  [2496]  and  of  hem  /  shul  ye  axen  helpa  /  youre 

^Cato  persone  for  to  kepe  If  ffor  Catofi  seith  If  K  thou  hast 

nede  of  help  /  axe  it  of  thy  freendes  ||  [2497]  ffor  ther  nys 
noon  so  good  a  Phisicien  /  as  thy  trewe  freend  [2498] 
f  And  after  this  /  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow  fro  alle 
straunge  folk  /  and  fro  lyeres  /  and  haue  alwey  in  suspecf 

1  Petrus  Aifonce  hire  compaignye  [2499]  ^  ^^^  Piers  Alfonce  seith  ||  Ne 
taak  /  no  compaignye  by  the  weye  of  straunge  men  but  if 
so  be  J)at  thou  haue  knowe  hym  of  a  lenger  tyme  [2500] 
IT  And  if  so  be  /  that  he  be  falle  in-to  thy  compaignye  par- 
auenture  wtt/iouten  thyn  assent*./  [2501]  enquere  thanne  / 
as  subtiUy  as  thou  maysf  of  his  conuersacion)  /  and  of  his  lyf 
bifore  /  and  feyne  thy  wey  ||.  seye  that  thou  goosf  thider 
as  thou  wolt  naf  go  /  [2502]  and  if  he  bereth  a  spere  / 
hoold  thee  on  the  right  syde  /  and  if  he  here  a  swerd  / 
hoold  thee  on  his  lift*  syde.  [2503]  If  And  after  this/ 
thanne  /  shul  ye  kepe  yow  wisely  from  all  swich  manere 
peple  as  I  haue  seyd  bifore  /  And  hem  and  hir  conseil 
eschewe  /  [2504]  IT  And  after  this  /  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow 
in  swich  manere  /  [2505]  that  for  any  presumpcion)  of  youre 
strengthe  /  that  ye  ne  dispise  naf  ne  acounte  ^nat  the 
myght*  of  youre  Aduersarie  /  so  litel  /  that  ye  lete  /  the 
kepyng*  of  youre  pe7*sone  /  for  youre  presumpcion  /  [2506] 
for  euery  wys  man  /  dredeth  his  enemy  [2507]  IF  And 

•I  Salomon  Salomon  seith  IT  weleful  is  he  /  that  of  alle  hath  drede  / 

[2508]  for  certes  /  he  that  thurgh  the  hardynesse  of  his 
herte  /  and  thurgh  the  hardynesse  of  hym  self  /  hath  to 
greet  presumpcion)  /  hym  shal  yuel  bityde  [2509]  IF  Thanne  / 
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sliul  ye  eucceinooro  countrewu^te  uiiibusshenmnti  lUiJ  alio 
es|)iaiJIo  [3510]  T  ffor  senec  seith  ^  Thai  the  \ri»e  mau  /  T"<>>*a 
he  (Ip-'dolli  harniea  /  [  .  .  .  ho  gap]  [1511]  ne  lie  ne 
ftdletb  in-to  pin-Ua  /  tliat  perilB  csuhueth  \\  [3512]  And  al 
be  it  so  /  ^at  it  seme  thai  thou  aif  in  siket  place  /  yet 
elialtow  alwey  du  thy  diligence  in  kepynge  of  thy  p««ono 
[2513]  V  this  is  to  eeya  Ne  be  niit  necligent*  to  ktipe  thy 
persone  /  not  oonly  /  for  thy  grettcste  cnemya  /  but  for  thy 
leeate  enemy  [2514]  [Cur  neneque  dit  il  a/qiartiejif  a  honime 
btaieMeii/iieq'ii[l]daubleKmpelile«nemy'][3$i^]^0ujilii  voudiiH 
eeith  |{  that  the  litel  wesele  /  wol  slee  the  gret«  bole  /  and  the  ,u.  b*t  in. 
wilde  hert*  [1516]  It  And  the  book  /seilh  ||  A  litfl  thorn  / 
may  prikko  a  greet  kyug  ful  soure  {].  And  an  hound  /  wol 
holds  the  wilde  boor  [3517]  V  Hut  natholoes  /  I  sey  nal^ 
Hiou  ahalt  be  coward  /  that  thou  tloute  /  ther  /  wher  as  is  no 
drede  [as»8]  V  The  book  seith  /  thnt  aomme  folk-,  han 
greet'  lust  to  deceyue  /  but  yef  they  dreden  hem  to  be  de- 
ceyued  [3519]  V  Vet  sholtou  dredc  /  to  been  empoisoned 
And  kejM  yow  /  from  the  compaignyo  of  Scomcres  [3520] 
H  ffor  the  book  seith '.  with  scorueres  wake  no  conipsignye  / 
but  flee  lure  wordes  oa  venym 

[1511]  H  Now  fta  to  the  aocondc  point' V  ^V'he^e  Its  youro 
wise  conseilloura  conseiUcd  yow  to  wanimtooro  yourc  hoiis  / 
with  gref  diligence  [35*2]  %  .1.  woldofaynknowe/bowlluit 
ye  vnderstonde  /  thiike  wordca  /  and  what  is  yoore  sentence 

[2513]  Kehbeus  answerde  and  seydo  ^  CeTt«8  1  vnder-  ^  iiautow 
rtande  it  in  this  wise  V  That  I  shal  wunicsloore  myn  hoiia  / 
with  touies  /  Bwichu  as  han  CastcUes  /  and  othere  nuuiera 
edifices  /  and  Annure  and  jVrtelries  /  [1514]  by  whtobe 
thynges  /  1  may  my  p^raone  and  myn  hous  so  kepen  and 
doffenden  that  myno  enemys  /  shul  been  in  drode  /  myn 
bona  for  to  Approche 

[1535]  TO  this  sentence  /  Miswerdo  ajion  Pmdcnce  ||.    tPwiWnn 
Wuueetooryng*  quod  she  of  hoighe  touies  and  of  gRt« 
wlifiees  /  [appartient  aveunu/oU  d  orgwsil.  [1516]  L'en/ail 
hi  tourt  ei  let  gran*  ftlificim  (Le  M^nagier,  i.  309)]  witli  givta 
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costages  and  with  greet  trauaille  /  and  whan  that  they  hecn 

accompliced  /  yef  he  they  nat  w^orth  a  stree  /  but  if  they  he 

^  Nou  /  of  the      defended  by  trewe  freendes  that  been  /  olde  and  wise  [2527] 

■tronffeste  garnj- 

•otM  uiat  may  be.  %  And  vnderstoond  wel  /  that  the  gretteste  and  strongeste 
garnyson  /  that  a  riche  man  may  haue  /  as  wel  to  kepen  his 
p67'8one  as  hise  goodesf  is/  [2528]  that  he  be  biloued  / 
amonges  hys  subgetz  and  with  hise  neighebores  [2529]  If  ffor 
thus  seith  TuUius  If  That  ther  is  a  manere  gamysoil  /  that 
no  man  may  venquysse  ne  disconfite  /  and  that  is  /  [2530] 
a  lord  to  be  biloued  of  hise  Citezeins  /  and  of  his  peple 

[2531]  NOw  sire  /  as  to  the  thridde  point*,  where  as 
youre  olde  /  and  wise  conseillours  seyden  If  That  yow  ne 
oghte  nat  sodeynly  ne  hastily  proceden  in  this  nede  / 
[2532]  but  that  yow  oghte  pwnieyen  and  apparaillen  yow 
in  this  caas  with  greet  diligence  and  greet*  deliberacion 
[2533]  IT  trewely  /  I  trowe  that  they  seyden  right  wisely 
and  right  sooth  [2534]  If  ffor  Tullius  seith  /  In  euery 
nede  /  er  thou  bigynne  it  /  Apparaille  thee  wtt^  greet 
diligence  [2535]  If  Thanne  seye  I  /  that  in  vengeance 
takyng*  In  werre  /  in  bataille  /  and  in  wamestooryng* 
[2536]  er  thow  bigynne  /  .1.  rede  /  fat  thou  apparaille  thee 
ther  to  /  and  do  it*  with  greet^  deliberacion)!  [2537]  ^tfor 
Tullius  seith  IT  The  longe  apparaillyng*  biforn  the  bataille  / 
maketh  short  victorie  ||.  [2538]  And  Cassidorus  seith  IF  The 
garnyson  is  stronger  /  whan  it  is  longe  tyme  auyseu 

[2539]  But  now  lat  vs  speken  /  of  the  conseil  that  was 
accorded  by  youre  neighebores  /  swiche  as  doon  yow 
reuerence  withouten  loue  /  [2540]  youre  olde  enemys  recon- 
siled  /  youre  flatereres  /  [2541]  that  conseilled  yow  cer- 
teyne  thynges  pruiely  /  and  ojienly  /  conseiUeden  yow  the 
contrarie  [2542]  IT  Tlie  yonge  folk  also  /  that  conseilleden 
yow  to  venge  yow  /  and  make  werre  anon  [2543]  IT  And 
(tertes  sire  /  a«  I  haue  seyd  biforn  /  ye  ban  greetly  erred  / 
to  lian  cleped  /  swich  manere  folk*  to  youre  conseil  /  [2544] 
which  conscillo?/r8  been  ynogh  repreucd  by  the  resons 
afi»reseycF  /  [2545]  but  nathelees  /  lat  vs  now  descende  to 
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the  special  IT  Te  Bhuln  first  ^rooode  /  after  the  doctrine  of 
Tullius  [2546]  IT  Certes  /  the  trouthe  of  this  matiere  /  or  of 
this  conseil  /  nedeth  naf  diligently  enquere  /  [2547]  for  it 
is  wel  wist*  whiche  they  been  /  that  han  doon  to  yow  this 
trespas  and  vileynye  /  [2548]  and  how  manye  trespassours 
and  in  what  manere  /  they  han  to  yow  doon  /  al  this 
wrong*  and  all  this  vileynye  [2549]  IT  And  after  this 
thanne  /  shul  ye  examyne  the  seconde  condicion)  /  which 
that  the  same  Tullius  /  addeth  in  this  matiere  [2550]  IT  ffor 
Tullius  put  a  thyng*.  which  that  he  clepeth  consentynge/this 
is  to  seyn  ||.  [2 5  5 1]  who  been  they  and  how  manye  /  [Et  quelx 
Hz  sent]  that  consenten  to  thy  conseil  /  in  thy  wilfulnesse  / 
to  doon  hastif  vengeance  [2552]  If  And  lat  vs  considere 
also  who  been  they  and  how  manye  been  they  /  and  whiche 
been  they  /  that*  consenteden  to  you  re  Aduersaries  [2553] 
If  And  certes/  as  to  the  firste  poynt*  It  is  wcl  knowen/ whiche 
folk*  been  they  /  that  consenteden  /  to  youre  hastif  wilful- 
nesse /  [2554]  for  trewely  /  alle  tho  that  conseilleden  yow  / 
to  maken  sodeyn  werre  /  ne  been  nat  youre  freendes  [2555] 
If  Lat  vs  now  considere  /  whiche  been  they  /  that  ye  holde 
so  greetly  youre  freendes  as  to  youre  p^rsone  ||  [2556]  ffor 
al  be  it  so  /  that  ye  be  niyghty  and  riche  /  certes  /  ye  ne 
been  nat  but  allone  /  [2557]  for  certes  /  ye  ne  han  no  child 
but  a  doghter  /  [2558]  ne  ye  ne  han  bretheren  ne  cosyns 
germayns  /  ne  noon  oofer  neigh  kynreJe  /  [2559]  wherfore 
that  youre  enemys  for  drede  sholde  stinte  /  to  plede  with 
yow  /  or  to  destroye  youre  persone  [2560]  %  Ye  knowen 
also  that  youre  richesscs  /  mooten  been  dinpended  /  in 
diuerse  parties/  [2561]  and  whan  pat  enery  wiglit  hath 
his  part*,  they  ne  wollen  taken  but  litel  reward  to  v[e]nge 
thy  deoth  ||.  [2562]  But  thyne  enemys  /  been  thre  /  and 
they  han  manie  children  /  bretheren  /  cosyns  /  and  oother  ny 
kynrede  /  [2563]  And  though  so  were  that  thou  haddest 
slayn  of  hem  .ij^  or  .iij*  yet  dwellen  ther  ynowe  to  wreken 
hir  deeth  /  and  to  sle  thy  pez-sone  ||.  [2564]  And  though  so 
be  that*  youre  kynrede  be  mooro  siker  and  stedefast* .  than 
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the  kyn  of  youre  aduersarie*  ||  [2565]  yet  nathelees  youre 
kynrede  /  nys  but  a  fer  kynrede  /  they  been  /but  litel  syb 
to  yow  /  [2566]  and  the  kyn  of  youre  enemys  been  ny  syb 
to  hem  /  And  certes  /  as  in  that*  hir  condicioil  /  is  bet*  than 
youres  [2567]  IF  Thanne  /  lat  vs  considere  also  /  if  the 
conseillyng*  of  hem  fat  conseilleden  yow  /  to  taken  sodeyn 
vengeance  /  wheither  it  accorde  to  resoilf  [2568]  And 
certes  /  ye  knowe  wel  nay  ||  [2569]  for  as  by  right  and 
j:esofi  /  ther  may  no  man  taken  vengeance  on  no  wigfit  /  but 
the  luge  that  hath  the  lurisdiccioiL  of  it*  [2570]  whan  it  is 
graunted  hym  /  to  take  thilke  vengeance  hastily  or  at- 
temprely  as  the  la  we  requireth  [2571]  IF  And  yet  moore 
oucr  /  of  thilke  word  /  that*  TuUius  clepeth  consentynge  /. 
[2572]  thou  shalt  considere  /  if  thy  myght  and  'thy  power/ 
may  consenten  and  suffise  /  to  thy  wilfulnesse  /  and  to  thy 
conseillof/7*s  i  [2573]  And  certea  /  thou  mayst  wel  seyn  / 
that  nay  [2574]  IF  ffor  sikerly  /  as  for  to  speke  proprely  / 
we  may  do  no  thyng* .  but  oonly  swich  thyng*  as  we  may 
doon  rightfully  f  [2575]  And  ccrtes  rightfully  ne  mowe  ye 
take  no  vengeance  /  as  of  youre  prr)pro  Auctoritee  [2576] 
IT  thanne  mowe  ye  seen  /  that  youre  power  ne  consenteth 
nat*  ne  accordeth  nat  with  youre  wilfulnesse  [2577]  IF  Lat 
vs  now  examyne  the  thridde  point*  that  Tullius  clepeth 
Consequent*  [2578]  IT  Thou  shalt  vnderstonde  that  the 
vengeance  that  thou  purposest  for  to  take  /  is  the  conse- 
quent ||.  [2579]  And  ther-of  /  folweth  another  vengeaflce  / 
pcjil  /  and  werre  /  and  othere  damages  with-oute  nombro  / 
of  whiche  /  we  be  nat  war/  as  at  this  tyme  [2580]  IF  And 
as  touchynge  the  fourthe  point*,  that  Tullius  clepeth  en- 
gcndryngel  [2581]  thou  shalt  considere  /  that  this  wrong* 
which  that  is  doon  to  thee  /  is  engeiidred  of  the  hate  of 
thyne  enemys  /  [2582]  and  of  the  vengeance  takynge  /  vpon 
tlial^  wolde  engendre  another  vengeance  /  and  muchel  sorwe 
and  wastynge  of  richesses  as  I  seyde 

[2583]  IT  Now  sire  /  as  to  the  point*  that   Tullius 
clepeth  causes  /which  that  is  the  lastc  point*.  [2584]  thou 
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sholt  vnderstciiKle  /  ^t  the  wrong"  that  tliou  liaet  teceyuol  / 
hath  wrt«ina  causes  /  [2585]  whicUe  fat  clerke«  cldjieii 
Oriene  and  EfEcicnii  /  and  Causa  longinquu  /  and  Causa 
prttpinqua  /.  this  is  ta  seyn  /  the  fer  lause  and  the  ny 
cause  [2586]  IT  The  fer  cause  /  is  ahuyghty  god  /  that  is 
cause  of  alle  thynges  [1587]  H  The  neor  cause  /  is  thy 
thxB  etiemys  [3588]  %  The  cause  Accidental  /  was  hat« 
[2589]  ^  The  cause  material  /  been  the  fyue  voundcs  of 
tby  doghter  [2590]  V  The  cause  formal  /  is  the  mits«re  of 
fair  werkynge  that  broght«n  laddres  and  doumben  in  at 
tliy  wyndowes  !  [iS9i]  The  cause  final  /  waa  for  to  rie  thy 
dc^hter  /  It  letted  nal^  in  as  muche  as  in  hem  was  [1592] 
H  But  for  to  spoken  of  the  fer  cause  /  as  to  what  ende  they 
shiU  come  /  or  what  shal  fiually  bitytle  of  hem  in  this 
CRJis  /  ne  kan  .1.  oat  denie  ||.  but  by  conicctynge  and  by 
BU|)])osynge  [^593]  '  for  we  ehul  suppose  /  that  they  shul 
come  to  a  wikked  ende  y.  [3594]  by  cause  /  that  the  hoolc*  51011 
oP  decteea  seith  ||.  seelden  or  with  greet  peyne  /  been  caua^a 
ybroght  /  to  good  ende  /  whaniie  they  been  boddely  bigonne 

['595]  ^  ^0*  *ire  /  If  men  wolde  aie  rae  /  why  thaf 
god  sufired  men  to  do  yow  this  vileynye !  Certes  /  I  kau 
nat  wel  answeK  /as  for  no  sooth fastnesse  [2596]  V  ffor 
thapostle  seitb  /  that  the  sciences  and  the  Iugg(!mcntE  of  5  Aft 
OUK  lord  god  almyghty  been  ful  depe  /  [3597]  titer  may 
no  man  coinprahende  ne  serchen  hem  auffisantly  /  [3598] 
H  Nathcleea  /  by  cwleyne  pr<^umpciollB  and  coniectyuges  / 
I  holde  and  bileeue  [3599]  that  god  /  wliich  tliat  is  ful  of 
lustice  and  of  rightwienesse  hath  suffi«d  this  bityde  by 
lustc  cause  resouable  \]. 

[3600]  Thy  name  is  Melibee  /  this  is  to  seyn  /  a  man 
that  drj-nketh  hony  [1601]  V  Thou  host  ydronke  so  mnchcl 
liony  of  sweete  temporeel  richesses  /  and  delicea  and  hoa- 
ours  of  this  world  /  [3603]  that  thou  art  dronkcn  /  and 
hast  forgcteu  /  Ihesu  criaf  thy  cwatour  /  [3605]  thou  ne 
luist  nat  doon  to  hyin  awich  honour  and  reuerenco  as  the<i 
uughtc  /  [2604]  ue  thou  nu  bast  naf  wel  ytaken  ki>j>e  /  to 
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the  wordes  of  Guide  IF  That  seith  ||  [2605]  vnder  the  hony 
of  the  goodes  of  the  body  /  is  hyd  the  venym  /  that  sleeth 
the  soule  [2606]  IT  And  Salomon  seith  IT  If  thou  hast 
founden  hony  /  ete  of  it*  that  suffiseth  /  [2607]  for  if  thou 
ete  of  if  out  of  mesure  /  thou  shalt  spewe  /  and  be  nedy 
and  poure  /  [2608]  And  pet'auenture  /  Crist*  hath  thee  in 
despit/  and  hath  tumedf  awey  fro  thee  his  face  and  hise 
eeris  of  Misericorde  [2609]  IF  And  also  /  he  hath  ^snfired  / 
that  thou  hast  been  punysshe()  in  the  manere  that  thow 
hast*  y trespassed  [2610]  IT  Thou  hast  doon  synne  /  agayn 
oure  lord  cnsf .  [261 1]  for  certes.  the  .iij.  enemys  of  man- 
kynde  /  that  is  to  seyn  /  the  flcssh  /  the  feendf  and  the 
world!  /.  [2612]  thou  hast  suffred  hem  /  entre  in  to  thyn 
herte  wilfully  by  the  wyndowes  of  thy  body  /  [2613]  and 
hast  nat  defended  thy  self  suffisantly  agayns  hire  assautes  / 
and  hire  temptacions  /  so  /  that*  they  han  wounded  thy 
soule  /  in  .v.  places  /  [2614]  this  is  to  seyn  /  the  deedly 
synnes  that  been  entrcd  in-to  thyn  herte  /  by  thy  .v. 
wittes  ||.  [2615]  And  in  the  same  manere  /  oure  lord  crisf 
liath  woold  and  suffred  /  that  thy  .iij.  enemys  been  entred  / 
in-to  thyn  hous  by  the  wyndowes  /  [2616]  and  han 
y wounded  thy  doghter  in  the  foreseyde  manere 

[2617]  IT  Certes  quod  Melibee  /  I  se  wel  that  ye  en- 
force yow  muchel  by  wordes  /  to  outcome  me  /  in  swich 
inane?'e  that  I  shal  nat  /  venge  me  of  myne  enemys  [2618] 
shewynge  me  the  pe?-ils  and  the  yuelos  /  that  myghten 
falle  of  tliis  vengeance  ||  [2619]  But  who  so  wolde  considere 
in  alle  vengeances  the  pe?'ils  and  yueles  fat  myghte  sewe 
of  vengeance  takynge  /  [2620]  a  man  wolde  neuere  take 
vengeance  /  and  that  were  harm  /  [2621]  for  by  the  venge- 
ance takynge  /  been  the  wikked  men  disseuered  fro  the 
goode  men  [2622]  IF  And  they  that  han  wyl  to  do  wikked- 
nesse  /  restieyne  hir  wikked  p2/?"pos  /  whan  they  seen  tlio 
punyssynge  and  chastisynge  of  the  trespassours  [2623] 
[  T^t  a  CO  Respont  dame  prudence  certes  dist  elle  le  Vottroye 
que  de  vengence  vient  molt  de  maulx  Et  de  hientf ; 
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[2624]    MaU   vengejiee   n^appartient  pas  a  vn   chascun 

fars  settlement  aux  itiges  Et  a  ceidx  qui  oiit  la  iuridicion 

sur  les  mal/aitteurs.     (MS  Keg.   19  C.  vii,  leaf  136.)] 

[2625]  IF  And  yet  seye  I  moore  /.  that*  rigHt  as  a  singuler 

p^rsone  /  synneth  /  in  takynge  vengeance  of  another  man ./ 

[2626]  rig&t  80  /  synneth  the  Inge  /  if  he  do  no  vengeance 

of  hem/  that  it  han  disserued  ||  [2627]  £for  Senec*  seith    ir8«n«c« 

thus  IF  That  maister  he  seith  is  good  /  that  proueth  shrewes 

[2628]  IF  And  as  Cassidore  seith  IF  A  man  dredeth  to  do    Y  cuMhiorNt 

outrages  /  whan  he  woof  and  knoweth  /  that  it*  displeseth 

to  the  luges  /  and  sou^reyns  [2629]  IF  Another  seith  IF  The 

luge  pat  dredeth  to  do  right*,    maketh  men  slirewes  ||. 

[2630!  And  Seint  Paule  the  Apostle  /  seith  in  his  epistle  /    %  P»uia«  Apo». 

whan  he  writeth  vn-to  the  Eomayns  f  That  the  luges  beren 

nat  the  spere  /  with-outen  cause  /  [2631]  but  they  l)eren  if 

to  punysse  the  shrewes  and  mysdoeres  /  and  to  defende 

the  goode  men  [2632]  IF  If  ye  wol  thanne  take  vengeance 

of  youre  enemys  /  ye  shul  retoume  /  or  haue  yourc  recours 

to  the  luge  that  hath  the  lurisdiccion  vp-on  hem  /  [2633] 

and  he  shal  punysse  hem  /  as  the  lawe  axeth  and  requireth. 

[2634]  A  quod  Melibee  /  this  vengeance  /  liketh  me  %  M«ubee 
no  thyng*  [2635]  ^  ^  bithenke  me  now  and  take  heede  / 
how  £fortune  /  hath  norissed  me  fro  my  childhede  / 
and  hath  hoi  pen  me  /  to  passe  many  a  stroong*  paas  [2636] 
IF  Now  wol  I  assayen  hire  trowynge  with  goddes  helpe  / 
that  she  shal  helpe  me  /  my  shame  for  to  venge 

[2637]  Certes  quod  Prudence  IF  If  ye  wol  werke  by  my  %  pnidcti« 
conseil  /  ye  shul  nat*  assay e  ffortune  by  no  wey  /  [2638]  no 
ye  shul  nat*  lene  or  bo  we  /  vnto  hire  after  the  word  of 
Senec  [2639]  IF  flfor  thynges  /  that  been  folily  doon  /  and  ^  sen«-« 
that  been  in  hope  of  ffortune  /  shullen  neuere  come  to  good 
ende  ||.  [2640]  And  as  the  same  Senec«  seith  IF  The  moore 
cleer  and  the  moore  shynyng*  that  ffortune  is  /  the  moore 
brotil  /  and  the  sonner  broken  she  is  ||  [2641]  trusteth  nat 
in  hire  /  for  she  nys  nat  stidefast*  no  stable  [2642]  for 
whan  thow  trowcst*  to  be  moost  seur  and  sikcr  of  hire 

£LLKSM£R£  io3    (6  T.  23u) 


anot 


^  S«n«oa 


^lleUbee 


^  Trudence 


231    SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  B.  §  10.  HELiBEus.  Ellesiiiere  MS. 

hclpe  she  wol  faille  thee  /  and  deceyue  thee  [2643]  IT  And 
where  as  ye  seyn  that  £fortune  hath  norissed  yow  firo  youie 
childhede  /.  [2644]  I  seye  /  that* '  in  so  muchel  /  shul  ye  / 
the  lasse  truste  in  hire  and  in  hir  wit  ||.  [2645]  ffor  senec* 
seith  II  what  man  that  is  norissed  hy  £fortune  /  she  maketh 
liym  a  greet*  fool  [2646]  IT  Now  thaiine  /  syn  ye  desire  / 
and  axe  vengeance  /  and  the  vengeance  /  that  is  doon  after 
the  lawe  and  hifore  the  luge  /  ne  liketh  yow  naf  [2647] 
And  the  vengeance  that  is  doon  in  hope  of  ffortune  is  peril- 
ous and  vncertein  [2648]  Thanne  haue  ye  noon  oother 
remedie  /  but  for  to  haue  youre  recours  /  vnto  the  souereyn 
luge  that  vengeth  /  alio  vileynyes  and  wronges  /.  [2649] 
And  he  shal  venge  yow  /  after  that  hym  self  witnesseth  / 
where  as  he  seith  ||.  [2650]  leueth  the  vengeance  to  me  / 
and  I  shal  do  it* 

[2651]  Kelibee  answerde  ||.  If  I  ne  venge  me  nat*.  of 
the  vileynye  that  men  han  doon  to  me  [2652]  .1.  sompne  or 
wame  hem  /  that  han  doon  to  me  that  vileynye  and  alle 
othere  /  to  do  me  another  vileynye  [2653]  IF  flfor  it  is  writen 
IT  If  thou  take  no  vengeance  of  an  cold  vileynye  /  thou  somp- 
iiest*  thyne  Aduersaries  to  do  thee  a  newe  vileynye  [2654] 
IF  And  also  /  for  my  suffrance  /  men  wolden  do  to  me  so 
muchel  vileynye  /  that*  I  myghte  neither  here  it  ne  sus- 
teene  /  [2655]  and  so  sholde  I  been  puf  and  holden  oner 
lowe  [2656]  IF  ffor  men  seyn  /  In  muchel  suffrynge  /  shul 
manye  thynges  falle  vn-to  thee  /  whiche  /  thou  shalt  nat 
iiiowe  suffre 

[2657]  Certes  quod  Prudence  .1.  graunte  yow  that 
ouer  muchel  suffrafice  nys  nat  good  /  [2658]  but  yet  ne 
folweth  it  nat  ther-of  /  that  euery  pcrsone  /  to  whom  men 
doon  vileynye  take  of  it  vengeance  /  [2659]  for  that  aper- 
teneth  and  longeth  al  oonly  to  the  luges  /  for  they  shul 
venge  the  vileynyes  and  iniuries  jj.  [2660]  And  ther-fore  / 
the  two  Auctoritees  /  that  ye  han  seyd  aboue  /  been  oouly 
vnderstonden  in  the  luges  /  [2661]  for  whan  they  suffreu 
oucr  muchel  the  \vronges  and  the  vileynyes  to  be  doon 
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ivithouten  punyashj-nge  /  [i66j]  tliey  eonipne  nat  a  man  al 
oouly  /  for  to  do  newe  wrongns  /  but  they  conninden  iV 
[2663]  IT  Also  a  wya  man  scith  /  that  the  luga  that  cor- 
rect«lh  nat  the  eynnere  coiniuideth  and  lyddeth  liym  do 
synne  [3664]  It  And  the  Iiigea  and  souereyns  myghtcn  in 
bir  land  ao  muchel  suffre  of  the  shrcwes  and  mywloeres  / 
[2665]  that  they  sholden  by  ewich  suflrance  by  procea  of 
tymo  /  wcxen  of  ewich  power  and  myght/  that  thoy  sholden 
putte  out  the  luges  and  tlio  souercyna  /  from  Iiir  places  / 
[3666]  and  atto  Isste  makcn  hem  kaen  hirtf  lordshipea 

[2667]  H  But  lat  va  uow  putte  /  that  ye  haue  leue  lo 
venge  yow  /  [1668]  I  aeye  /  ye  been  naf  of  myght  and 
power  /  aa  now  to  venge  yow  /  [2669]  for  if  ye  wole  maken 
comparisofi  /  vn-to  the  myglit  of  youre  Aduefsarics  /  ye  shitl 
fynde  in  manye  thyngea  /  thaf  I  haue  shewed  yow  er  this  / 
that  hire  condicion)  /  is  bettre  Ihau  youres  [2670]  IT  And 
therfore  seye  I  that  it  is  good  as  now  /  that  ye  suflre  and 
be  pacienf 

[2671]  IT  fforthermoore  /  ye  knowen  wel/  that  after  the 
comuno  aawe  /  it  is  a  woodnesae  /  a  man  /  to  stryne  with  n 
atrenger  /  or  a  moore  myghty  roan  /  than  he  is  hym  aalf  [I. 
[2671]  And  for  to  stryne  with  11  man  of  euene  strengthe  / 
that  is  to  seyn  /  with  as  strong*  a  man  as  he !  it  is  peril  /. 
[2673]  And  for  to  stryne  with  a  weyker  man  /  it  is  folio 
[3674]  If  And  therfore  /  sholde  a  man  Hee  atr>'uynge  /  as 
muchel  as  he  mygfite  [2675]  H  fibr  Salomon  seith  ||  It  is  a 
greet  woishipA  to  a  man  /  to  kepen  hym  fro  noyse  nnd 
atryf  [2676]  f  And  if  it  ao  bifalle  or  happe  /  that  a  nmn 
of  gtettei  myght  and  strengthe  /  than  Lhoa  arf .  do  Ihre 
grevaance  /  [2677]  studie  /  and  bisye  thee  rather  to  stille  / 
the  'same  greuaKnce  /  than  for  to  venge  thee  il  [2678]  Qor 
Senew  aeith  |[  Tliaf  he  putteth  hym  in  greet"  peril  /  that 
stryueth  with  a  gretter  man  /  than  he  is  hym  aelf  [2679] 
%  And  Catoft  seith  /  K  a  man  of  hyer  estoaf  or  d^ree  /  or 
moore  mygUty  than  thou  /  do  thee  anoy  or  grenaHee  / 
antfre  hym  /  [1680]  for  hp  that  oones  hath  f^uod  thee  / 
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another  tyme  /  may  releeue  thee  and  helpef  [2681]  IF  Yet 
sette  I  caas  /  ye  haue  bothe  myght  and  licence  /  for  to 
venge  yow  /  [2682]  .1.  seye  that  ther  be  ful  manye 
thynges  /  that  shul  restreyne  yow  /  of*  vengeance  takynge  / 
[2683]  and  make  yow  /  for  to  enclyne  to  suffre  /  and  for 
to  han  pacience  /  in  the  thynges  /  that  han  been  doon  to 
yow  [2684]  IF  Ifirst*  and  forewardi  /  if  ye  wolo  considere 
the  defautes  /  that  been  in  youre  owene  persone  /  [2685] 
for  whiche  defautes  /  god  hath  sufEred  yow  haiie  this 
tribulaciofi  /  as  I  haue  seyd  yow  heer  biforn  [2686]  IT  ffor 
the  Poete  seith  That  we  oghte  paciently  taken  the  tribu- 
lacions  that  comen  to  vs  whan  we  thynken  and  consideren  / 
that  we  han  disserued  to  haue  hem  [2687]  IF  And  Seint 
Gregorie  seitfi  ||  That  whan  a  man  considereth  wel  the 
nombre  of  hise  defautes  /  and  of  his  synnes  /.  [2688]  the 
peynes  and  the  tribulaciofls  that  he  suffreth  /  semen  /  tlio 
lesse  vn-to  hym  [2689]  And  in  as  muche  /  as  hym  thynk- 
eth  /  hise  synnes  moore  heuy  and  greuous  /  [2690]  in  so 
muche  /  semeth  his  peyue  the  lighter  /  an[d]  the  esier  vn-to 
hym  [2691]  IT  Also  /  ye  owen  to  enclyne  and  bowe  youro 
herte  /  to  take  the  pacience  of  oure  lord  Ihe^u  crist  ||  As 
seith  seinf  Peter  in  hise  Epistles  [2692]  IF  Ihc^u  crist  he 
seith  /  hath  suffred  for  vs  aiid  yeuen  ensample  to  eu^ry 
man  /  to  folwe  and  sewe  hym  /  [2693]  for  he  dide  neuere 
synne  /  ne  neuc?*o  cam  ther  a  vileynous  wordf  out  of  his 
moil  J)  /  [2694]  whan  men  cursed  hym  /  he  cursed  hem 
noght*.  And  whan  men  betten  hym  /  he  manaced  hem 
noght*.  [2695]  IT  Also  /  the  grete  pacience/  which  the 
seintes  that  been  in  Paradys  /  han  had  in  tribulaciofis  that 
they  han  ysuflfred  with-outen  liir  desert*  or  gilt*.  [2696] 
oghte  muchel  stiren  yow  to  pacience  [2697]  IF  fforther- 
moore  /  ye  sholde  enforce  yow  /  to  haue  pacience  /  [2698] 
considerynge  /  that*  the  tribulaciofis  of  this  world  /  but* 
litel  wliile  endure  /  and  soone  passed  been  and  goone 
[2699]  IT  And  the  ioye  that  a  man  /  seketh  to  haue  by 
pacience  in  tribulaciofis  /  is  perdurable  /  after  that  the 
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Apostle  seith  in  his  epistle  [2700]  IF  The  ioye  of  god  /  he    ^Apoj/oiui 

seith  is  pe;*durable  /  that  is  to  seyn  eue?*ela8tynge  [2701] 

IT  Also  trowe))  and  bileueih  stedefastly  /  that  he  nys  nat 

wel  ynorissed  ne  wel  ytaught*  that  kan  nat  haue  pacience  / 

or  wol  nat  receyue  pacience  f  [2702]   flfor  Salomon  seith   T8*iomon 

IT  That  the  doctrine  and  the  wit  of  a  man  /  is  knowen  by 

pacience  [2703]  IF  And  in  another  place  he  seith  IF  that  he 

that  is  pacient*.  gou«;meth  hym  by  greet  prudence  [2704] 

H  And  the  same  Salomon  seith  The  angry  and  wrathful 

man  /  maketh  noyses  /  And  the  pacient  man  atempreth 

hem  and  stilleth  [2705]  IF  He  seith  also  /  It  is  mooro 

worth  to  be  pacient*  than  for  to  be  right  strong*.  [2706]  And 

he  that  may  haue  the  lordshipe  of  his  owene  herte  /  is 

moore  to  preyse  /  than  he  that  by  his  force  or  strengthe 

taketh  grete  Citees  [2707]  IF  And  therfore  /  seith  Seint 

lame  in  his  Epistle  IF  That  pacience  /  is  a  greet  vertu  of   f  imoInu  ii 

l9ta 

p«rfeccio& 

[2708]  IF  Certos  quod  Melibee  /.  I  graunte  yow  Damo  ^ueiibM 
Prudence  /  that  pacience  /  is  a  greet  vertu  of  perfecciofl  / 
[2709]  but  euery  man  may  nat  haue  the  perfecciofi  ^t  ye 
seken  /  [2710]  ne  I  nam  nat  of  the  nombre  /  of  right  par- 
fite  men/ [2711]  for  myn  ^  herte  /may  neuero  been  in 
pees  /  vn-to  the  tyme  it  be  venged  /  [2712]  And  al  be  it  so 
that  it  was  greet  peril  to  myne  enemys  /  to  do  me  a 
vileynye  /  in  takynge  vengeance  vp-on  me  /.  [2713]  yet 
tooken  they  noon  heede  of  the  peril  /  but  fulfilleden  /  hir 
wikked  wyl  and  hir  corage  [2714]  IF  And  therfore  /  nie 
thynketh  men  oghten  nat  repreuu  me  /  tliough  I  putte  me 
in  a  litel  pe/il  for  to  venge  me  /  [2715]  And  though  .1.  do 
a  greet  excesse  /  that  is  to  seyn  /  that  I  venge  oon  outrage 
by  another 

[2716]  A  quod  dame  Prudence  /  ye  seyn  your»  wyl  /    YPnidcnc« 
and  as  yow  liketh  /  [27 1 7]  but*  in  no  caas  of  the  world  /  a 
man  sholde  nat  doon  outrage  ne  excesse  /  for  to  vengen 
hym  [2718]  IF  ffor  Cassidore  seith  ||  Tliat  as  yuele  dooth    ^CM^don 
he  tliat  vengcth  hym  by  outrage  /  as  he  that  dooth  the 
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outrage  ||.  [2719]  And  therfore  /  ye  shul  venge  yow  /  after 
the  ordre  of  rigfit  /  that  is  to  seyn  by  the  lawe  /  and  noght 
by  excesse  ne  by  outrage  [2720]  IF  And  also  /  If  ye  wol 
venge  yow  of  the  outrage  of  youre  Adue^'saries  in  oother 
manere  than  right  comandeth  /  ye  synnenf  [2721]  And 
therfore  seith  Senec  ||.  That  a  man  shal  neuere  veugen 
shrewednesse  /  by  shrewednesse  [2722]  IF  And  if  ye  seye  / 
that  right  axeth  /  a  man  to  defenden  violence  by  violence  / 
and  fightyng^  by  fightyng*?  [2723]  Certes  /  ye  seye  sootb 
whan  the  defense  is  doon  anon  with-outen  Interualle  or 
with-outen  tariyng*  or  delay  [2724]  for  to  de£fenden  hym  / 
and  nat  for  to  vengen  hymf  [2725]  IF  And  it  bihoueth  / 
that  a  man  putte  swicli  attemperance  in  his  defTensel 
[2726]  that  men  hau^  no  cause  ne  matiere  /  to  repreuen 
hym  that  defTendeth  hym  of  excesse  and  outrage  /  for  ellis 
were  it  agayn  reson  [2727]  IF  Pardee  /  ye  knowen  wel  / 
that  ye  maken  no  deflfeuse  as  now  /  for  to  dcfTende  yow 
but  for  to  venge  yow  /  [2728]  and  so  sheweth  if  that  ye 
han  no  wyl  to  do  youie  dede  attemprely  ||.  [2729]  And 
therfore  /  me  thynketh  that  pacience  is  good  ||  flfor  Salomon 
seith  H  That  he  that  is  nat  pacient*  shal  haue  greet 
hann 

[2730]  Certes  quod  Mclibee  /  I  graunte  yow  /  that* 
whan  a  man  is  inpacient*  and  wi-ooth  /  of  that*  faf  toucheth 
hym  noght*  and  that  aperteneth  nat  vn-to  hym  /  though  it 
hamie  hym  /  it  is  no  wonder  ||  [2731]  ffor  the  lawe  seith  || 
That  he  is  coupable  that  entremetteth  or  medleth  /  with 
swych  thyng*  as  ape/'teneth  nat  vn-to  hym  [2732]  IF  And 
Salomon  seith  ||  That  he  that  entremetteth  hym  of  the 
noyse  or  strif  /  of  another  man  /.is  lyk^  to  hym  /  that  taketh 
an  hound  by  the  eris  ||  [2733]  jffor  right*  as  he  that  taketh 
a  straunge  houndf  by  the  eris  /  is  outherwhile  /  biten  with 
the  houndf  [2734]  Right  iu  the  same  wise  is  it  resofl  /  that 
he  haue  harm  /  that  by  his  inpacience  /  medleth  hym  /  of 
the  noyse  of  another  man  /  where-as  it  aperteneth  nat  vn-to 
hym  [2735]  IT  But  ye  knowen  wel  /  that  this  dede  /  that 
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is  to  seyn  /  my  grief*  and  my  disesc  /  touclu'th  me  right 
^y  II-  [2736]  And  therfore  /  though  1  be  MTooth  and  in- 
pacient*.  it  is  no  merueille  /  [2737]  And  sauynge  yourc 
grace  /  I  kan  nat  seen  /  that  it  myghte  greetly  harme  me  / 
though  I  tooke  vengeaunce  /  [2738]  for  I  am  richer  /  and 
moore  myghty  than  myne  enemy s  been  /  [2739]  -^^^  ^^'1 
knowcn  ye  /  that  by  money e  and  by  hnuynge  greto  posses- 
sions /  been  alle  the  thynges  of  this  world  gouemed  [2740] 
^  And  Salomon  seith  IF  That  alio  thynges  /  obeyen  to  ^  Salomon* 
moneye  /. 

[2741]  Whan  Prudence/  hadde  herd  hir  housbonde   irrruoence 
ananten  hym  of  his  richesse  and  of  his  moneye  /  dispreis- 
ynge  the  power  of  hise  Aduersaries  /  she  spak/  and  seyde  in 
this  wise  [2742]  IF  Certes  /  deere  sire  I  graunte  yow  that 
ye  been  riche  and  myghty  /  [2743]  and  that  the  richesses 
been  goode  /  to  hem  pat  han  hem  wel  ygeten  hem  /  and 
wel  konne  vsen  hem  ||.  [2744]  ffor  ^  right  as  the  body  of  a 
man  /  may  naf  lyuen  with-oute  the  soule  /  namoore  may  it 
lyue  /  with-outen  t^mporcel  goodes  /  [2745]  And  for  rich- 
esses  /  may  a  man  gete  hym  grete  freendes  [2746]  IF  And 
therfore  seith  Pamphilles  IF  If  a  nethenlos  doghter  seith   1  Pampuui^ 
he  /  be  riche  /  she  may  chesen  of  a  thousaudi  men  /  [lequel 
quelle  veidtpour  mart/  (MS  Reg.  1 1)  (.',  vii,  If  1 40)]  [2  747]  for 
of  a  thousand  men  /  oon  wol  nat  forsaken  hire*  ne  refusion 
hire  [2748]  IF  And  this  PamphiHes  seith  also  IT  If  thow  be 
right  happy  /.  that  is  to  seyn  /  If  thou  be  right  riche  /  thou 
shalt  fynde  a  greet  nombre  of  felawes  and  freendes  ||.  [2749] 
And  if  thy  (fortune  change  /  that  thou  wexe  jKiure  /  faro- 
wel  /  freendshipe  and  felaweshipe    [2750]  for  thou  shalt  Iw 
al  alloone  w/tA-outen  any  compaigiiye  /  but  if  it  be  /  the 
compaignye  of  poure  folk*  [2751]  IT  And  yet  seith  /  \\i\h 
Pamphilles  moreouer  IT  That  thfv  that  In^en  thrallo  and 
bonde  of  l}niage  shullen  been  niiuid  worthy  and  noble  by 
the  richesses  [2752]  If  And  right  so  /  as  by  richef^ses  /  ther 
comen  manye  goodes  /.   right   sn  by  pourrte  come  tlier 
manye  harmes  and  yueles  /.  [2753]  for  greet  pouerte  ron- 
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streyneth  a  man  /  to  do  manye  yneles  /.  [2754]  And  ther- 

%  cauidorus  fore  /  clepeth  Cassidore  /  pouerte  /  the  mooder  of  Ruyne  / 
[2755]  that  is  to  seyn  /  the  mooder  of  oun'throwynge  or 

IT  Petru«  Aifoncc  fallynge  doun  [2756]  IF  And  therfore  seith  Piers  Alfonce  ||. 
()on  of  the  gretteste  Aduersitees  of  this  world  is/  [2757] 
whan  a  free  man  /  by  kynde  or  by  burthe  is  coi^streyned 
by  pouerte  to  eten  the  ALnesse  of  his  enemy  [2758]  IF  And 

%  iniiocencio*  the  Same  seith  Innocent* -in  oon  of  hise  bookes  ||.  he  seith  / 
that  sorweful  and  myshappy  /  is  the  condicion  of  a  poure 
beggere  /  [2759]  for  if  he  axe  nat  his  mete  /  he  dyeth  for 
hunger  /.  [2  760]  And  if  he  axe  /  he  dyeth  for  shame  / 
And  algates  necessitee  constreyneth  hym  to  axe  [2761] 

%  Salomon  ^  And  therfore  seith  Salomon  ||  That  bet  it  is  to  dye  /  than 

for  to  haue  swich  pouertef  [2762]  IF  And  as  the  same  Salo- 
mon seith  IF  Bettre  it  is  to  dye  of  bitter  deeth  than  for  to 
lyuen  /  in  swich  wise  [2763]  IF  By  thise  resons  /  that  I 
haue  seid  vn-to  yow  /  and  by  manye  othere  resons  that  I 
koude  seye^  /  [2764]  I  graunte  yow  /  that  richesses  been 
goode  to  hem  /  that  geten  hem  wel  /  and  to  hem  that  wel 
vsen  tho  richesses  [2765]  IF  And  therfore  wol  I  shewe 
yow  /  hou  ye  shul  haue  yow  /  and  how  ye  shul  here  yow 
in  gaderynge  of  richesses  /  and  in  what  mauere  /  ye  shul 
vsen  hem 

[2766]  IF  ffirsf  ye  shul  geten  hem  with-outen  greet 
desir  /  by  good  leyser  sekyngly  /and  nat*  ouer  hastily  / 
[2767]  flbr  a  man  that  is  to  desirynge  to  gcte  richesses  / 
abaundoneth  hym  first  to  thefte  /  and  to  alle  other  yueles 

^saiomop  [2768]  IF  And  therfore  seith  Salomon  IF  He  that  hasteth 

hym  to  bisily  /  to  wexe  riche  shal  be  noon  Innocent*  [2769] 
IF  He  seith  also  /.  that  the  richesse  that  hastily  cometh  to 
a  man  /  soone  and  lightly  /  gooth  and  passeth  fro  a  man 
[2770]  IF  but  that*  richesse  /that  cometh  litel  and  litel 
wexeth  alwey  and  multiplieth  [2771]  IF  And  sire  /  ye  shid 
geten  richesses  /  by  youre  wit*  and  by  youre  trauaille  vn-to 
youre  profit*.  [2772]  and  that  with-outen  wrong*  or  harm 
doynge  /  to  any  oother  p^rsone   [2773]  IF  ffor  the  lawo 
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8cith  /  that  ther  maketh  no  man  hi^^iselucn  riche  /  if  he  do 

harm  to  another  wight  ||  [2774]  This  is  to  seyn  /  that* 

nature  deiTendeth  and  forbedeth  by  right*  that  no  man 

make  hym-self  riche  /  vn-to  the  harm  of  another  pc^'sono 

[2775]  IF  And  Tullius  seith  ||  fat  no  sorwe  /  ne  no  drede   f  Tuiiiu* 

of  dceth  /  ne  no  thyng*  that  may  falle  vn-to  a  man  /  [2776] 

is  60  muchel  agayns  nature  /  as  a  man  to  encressen  his 

owene  profit*  to  the  harm  of  another  man  ||  [2  7  7  7]  And  though 

the  grete  men  ^and  the  myghty  men  geten  richesses  moort) 

lightly  than  thou  /.  [2778]  yet*  shaltou  nat  been  ydel  no 

slow  to  do  thy  profit* .  for  thou  shalt  in  alle  wise  flee  ydel- 

nesse  [2779]  IF  ffor  Salomon  seith  /.  that  ydelnesse  /  techeth    ^  sidcmon 

a  man  to  do  manye  yueles  [2780]  IF  And  the  same  Salomon 

seith  II  That  he  that  trauaiUeth  and  bisieth  hym  to  tilien 

his  land  /  shal  eten  breed!  [2781]  but  he  that  is  ydel  /  and 

casteth  hym  to  no  bisynesse  ne  occupacioft  /  shal  falle  in-to 

pou^rte  /  and  dye  for  hunger  [2782]  IF  And  he  that  is 

ydel  and  slow  /  kan  neue;*e  fynde  couenable  tyme  for  to 

doon  his  profit*.  [2783]  fibr  ther  is  a  v^/'sifiour  seith  /  that    f  vnde T«r«iA- 

the  ydel  man  excuseth  hym  in  wynter  /  by  cause  of  the 

grete  coold  and  in  soni^^r  /  by  cuclio^^oft  of  the  heete  ||. 

[2784]  ffor  thise  causes  sei))  Caton  ||.  wakotli  and  enclyneth    ^cato 

nat  yow  oucr  muchel  /  for  to  sK^pc  /  for  ower  muchel  reste 

norisseth  and  causeth  manye  vices  ||.  [2785]  And  therfore  / 

seith  Seint  lerome  ||.  Dooth  somme  goodes  /  that  the  deuel  /    %  na^ctm  Un<n- 

which  is  oure  enemy  /  ne  fynde  yow  nat  vnocupied  ||. 

[2786]  ffor  the  deuel  ne  taketh  nat  lightly  vn-to  his  werk- 

ynge  swiche  as  he  fyndelh  ocrupicMl  in  goode  werkes 

[2787]  IF  Thanne  thus  /In  getynge  richesses  /  ye 
mosten  flee  ydelnesse  ||.  [2788]  And  afterward  ye  shul  vse 
the  richesses  /  whiche  ye  haue  get<»n  by  youre  wit*  and  by 
yourc  trauaille  /  [2789]  in  swich  a  manere  /  that  mon 
holde  nat  yow  /  to  scars  ne  to  sparynge  ne  to  fool  large  / 
that  is  to  seyn  /  ouer  large  a  spenders  /  [2790]  for  right*  as 
men  blamen  an  Anaricious  man  /  by  cause  /  of  his  scarseteo 
and  chyngerie  /  [2791]  In  the  same  wiw  is  he  to  blame 
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that  spendeth  oucr  largely  ||.  [2792]  And  therfore  seitli 
Caton  IT  Vse  he  seith  /  thy  lichesses  that  thou  hast  geten 
[2793]  in  swich  a  manere  /  that  men  haue  /  no  matiere  ne 
cause  /  to  calle  thee  /  neifer  wrecche  ne  chynche  /  [2794] 
for  it  is  a  greet  shame  to  a  man  /  to  haue  a  pouere  herte 
and  a  riche  purs  [2795]  IT  He  seith  also  /  the  goodes  that 
thou  hast  ygeten  /  vse  hem  hy  mesure  /  that  is  to  seyn  / 
sponde  hem  mesurably  /  [2796]  for  they  that  folily  /  wasten 
and  despenden  /  the  goodes  that  they  han  ^  [2797]  whan 
they  han  namoore  propre  of  hir  owene  /  they  shapen  hem 
to  take  the  goodes  of  another  man  [2798]  IF  I  seye  thanne  / 
that  ye  shul  fleen  Auarice  /  [2799]  vsyngo  youre  richesses  / 
in  swich  manere  /  that  men  seye  nat  fat  youre  richesses 
been  yburyed  /  [2800]  but  fat  ye  liaue  hem  in  youre 
myght*  and  in  youre  weeldynge  [2801]  IF  ffor  a  wys  man  / 
repreueth  the  Auaricious  man  /  and  seith  thus  /  in  two 
vers  [2802]  IT  Wherto  and  why  /  burieth  a  man  hise 
goodes  by  his  grete  Auarice  /  and  knoweth  wel  that  nedes 
mosto  he  dye  /  [2803]  for  deeth  is  the  ende  of  euery  man  / 
as  in  this  p?-esent*  lyf^  [2804]  IT  And  for  what  cause  /  or 
cnchesofi  ioyneth  he  hyni  /  or  kiiytteth  he  hym  /  so  fasto 
vn-to  hise  goodes  /  [2805]  that  alio  hise  wittes  mo  wen  nat 
disseueren  hym  /  or  departen  hym  from  hise  goodes  / 
[2806]  and  knoweth  wel  /  or  oghte  knowe  /  that  whan  ho 
is  deed  /  he  shal  no  thyng  here  with  hym  /  out  of  this 
world?  [2807]  IT  And  ther-fore  seith  seint  Augustyn  ||  That 
the  Auaricious  man  is  likned  vn-to  helle  /  [2808]  that  the 
moore  it  swolweth  /  the  moore  desir  it  hath  to  swelwe  and 
dououi-e  /  [2809]  And  as  wol  /  as  ye  wolde  eschewe  /  to  be 
called  an  Auaricious  man  /  or  chyuche  /  [2810]  as  wel 
sholde  ye  kepe  yow  and  gonerne  yow  /  in  swich  a  wise  / 
that  men  calle  yow  nat^  fool  large  [281 1]  IT  Therfore  seith 
Tullius  ||.  The  goodes  he  seith  of  thyn  hous  /  ne  sholde 
jvdV  been  hyd  /  ne  kept  so  cloos  ^but  that  they  myghte 
been  opened  by  pi  tee  and  debonairetee  [2812]  IT  that*  is  to 
seyn  /  to  yeuen  parf  to  hem  that  han  greet  nede  /.  [2813] 
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ne  thy  goodes  /  shullen  uat  been  so  opeiie  /  to  been  enery 

mannes  goodes  [2814]  IF  Afterwan)  /  in  getynge  of  youre 

richesses  /  and  in  vsynge  hem  /  ye  shul  alwey  /  haue  thro 

thynges  in  youre  herte  /.  [2815]  tliat  is  to  seyn  /  Oure  lord 

god  /  Conscience  /  and  good  name  [2816]  IF  ffirst  /  ye  shul 

haue  god  in  youre  herte  /  [2817]  and  for  no  richesse  /  ye 

shidlen  do  no  thyng*.  which  may  in  any  manere  displese 

god  /  that  is  youre  creatour  and  makerc  [2818]  IF  ffor  after 

the  word  of  Salomon  IF  It  is  bettre  to  haue  a  litel  gooil    1  siUamoa 

with  the  loue  of  god  /  [2819]  than  to  haue  /  muchel  good 

and  tresour  /  and  lese  the  loue  of  his  lord  god  [2820] 

IF  And  the  prophete  seith  ||  That  bettre  it  is  /  to  been  a    i  Pit>pbr<a 

good  man  and  haue  litel  good  and  tresour  /  [2821]  than  to 

been  holden  a  shrewe  /  and  haue  grete  richesses  [2822] 

IF  And  yet  seye  I  ferthennoore  /  that  ye  sholde  alwey 

doon  youre  bisynesse  to  gete  yow  richesses  /  [2823]  so  that 

ye  gete  hem  with  good  conscience  [2824]  If  And  thapoetlo    5  ApMro.ui 

seith  ||.  that  ther  nys  thyng  in  this  worldf  /  of*  which  /  we 

sholden  haue  so  greet  ioye  /  as  whan  oure  Conscience  beret h 

ys  good  witnesse  [2825]  IF  And  the  wise  man  seith  ||  Tht*     ^  s«|iient 

substance  of  a  man  is  ful  gotnl  /  whan  synno  is  nat*  in 

mannes  conscience  [2826]  If  Afterwanlf  in  getynge  of  youre 

richesses  /  and  in  vsynge  of  hem  /  [2827]  yow  numte  haue 

greet  bisynesse  and  greet  diligonre   /  that  youre  goo<lo 

name  /  be  alwey  kept*  and  conserued  ||.  [2828]  ffor  salo-     5  Salomon 

mon  seith  /.  that  bettre  it  in  /  and  moore  it  auailleth  a  man 

to  haue  a  good  name  /  than  for  to  haue  grete  richesses  * 

[2829]  And  therfore  /  he  seith  in  another  place  ^  Do  greet 

diligence  seith  Salomon  /  in  kepyng*  of  thy  freend  /  and  of 

thy  goods  name  /  [2830]  for  it  shal  lenger  abide  with 

thee  /  than  any  tresour  /  be  it  neu^r  so  precious  [2831] 

IT  And  cartes  he  sholde  nat  be  called  a  gentil  man  /  that 

after  god  and  good  conscience  /  alle  thynges  left*,  ne  dooth 

his  diligence  and  bisynesse  /  to  ke|>en  his  good  name 

[2832]  If  And  Cassidore  seith  IF  That  it  is  signe  of  gentil     ^caMnkM^ 

herte  ^  whan  a  man  loueth  and  desireth  to  han  a  good  name 
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[2833]  IF  And  therfore  seith  Seint  Augustyn  IF  That  tJier 
been  two  tliyiiges  /  that*  am  necessarie  and  nedefulle  / 
[2834]  and  that  is  good  Conscience  and  good  loos  /  [2835] 
J>at  is  to  seyn  /  good  Conscience  /  to  thyn  owene  persono 
inward!  /  and  good  loos  for  thy  neighebore  outwart)  /. 
[2836]  And  lie  that  trusteth  hyin  so  mucliel  in  his  goode 
conscience  /  [2837]  that  he  displeseth  /  and  setteth  at 
noght  his  goode  name  or  loos  /  and  rekkcth  noght*  though 
he  kep<^  nat  his  goode  name  /  nys  but  a  crueel  cherl  / 

[2838]  Sire  /  now  haue  I  shewed  yow  /  how  ye  shul 
do  in  getynge  richesses  /  and  how  /  ye  shuUen  vsen  hem  / 
[2839]  and  I  se  wel  /  that  for  the  trust*  that  ye  han  in 
youre  richesses  /  ye  wole  moeue  werre  and  bataille  [2840] 
IF  I  conseille  yow  /  that  ye  bigynne  no  werre  /  in  trust*  of 
yourc  richesses  /  for  they  ne  sufilisen  noght*  werres  to  mayn- 
tene  [2841]  IF  And  therfore  /  seith  a  Philosophre  IF  lliat 
man  /  that*  desireth  /  and  wole  algates  han  werre  /  shal 
neu^re  haue  sufl&sau/ice  /  [2842]  for  the  richer  that  he  is  / 
the  gretter  despenses  moste  ho  make  /  if  he  wole  haue  wor- 
ships and  victorie  [2843]  ^  ^^^  Salomon  seith  ||.  That  the 
gretter  richesses  that  a  man  hath  /  the  mo  despendours  he 
hath  [2844]  IT  And  deere  sire  /  al  bo  it  so  /  that  for  youre 
richesses  /  ye  mowe  haue  muchel  folk*  [2845]  y^^  bilioueth 
it  nat*.  ne  it  is  nat  good  to  bigynne  werre  /  where  as  ye 
mowe  in  ootlier  manere  /  haue  pees  vn-to  youre  worshi]Hi 
and  ^  profit  [2846]  IT  ffor  the  victories  of  batailles  that  been 
in  this  worldf  /  lyen  nat*  in  greet  nombre  or  multitude  of 
the  peplc  /  ne  in  the  vertu  of  man  /  [2847]  but  it  lith  in 
tlic  wyl  /  and  in  the  hand  of  oure  lord  god  aluiyghty 
[2848J  IT  And  therfore  /  ludas  Machabeus  /  which  was 
goddes  knyght*.  [2849]  whan  he  sholde  fighte  agayn  his 
adue>*sarie  that  hadde  a  greet  nombre  /  and  a  gretter  mul- 
titude of  folk  /  anil  stronger  than  was  this  peple  of*  Macha- 
bce  /.  [2850]  yet  he  reconforted  his  litel  compaigryc  /and 
seyde  right  iu  this  wise  [2851]  IF  Als  lightly  quod  he  / 
may  ownt  lord  god  almyj^hty  ycue  victorie  to  a  fewe  folk* 
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as  to  many  folk*.  [2852]  for  the  yictorie  of  a  bataile  comth 

nat*  by  the  grete  nombre  of  peple  /  [2853]  but  it  come  / 

from  ooie  lord  god  of  heuene  [2854]  IT  And  deere  sire  /  for 

as  muchel  /  as  ther  is  no  man  c^rtein  /  if  he  be  worthy  /  that 

god  yeue  hym  yictorie  [n^^plus  que  il  est  certain  teileti  digne 

de  T amour  de  Dieu  (Le  M^nagier,  L  226)]  or  nanght /.  After 

that  Salomon  seith/  [2855]  therfore/euery  mansholdegreetly   ^  Salomon 

drede  werres  to  bigynne  /  [2856]  IT  And  by  caose  /  that  in 

batailles  /  fallen  manye  perils  /  [2857]  and  happeth  onther 

while  /  that  as  soone  is  the  grete  man  slayn  as  the  litel 

man  /.  [2858]  And  as  it  is  writen  /  in  the  seconde  book  of  J  i«  U.^  Ukro 

kyngee  The  dedes  of  batailles  been  auentorouse  /  and  no 

thyng  c^rteyne  /  [2859]  for  as  lightly  is  oon  horf  with  a 

spere  as  anothei*  |L  [2860]  And  for  ther  is  giet  pml  in 

werre  /  therfore  /  sholde  a  man  flee  and  eschne  werre  /  in 

as  muchel  as  a  man  may  goodly  ,;.  [2861]  ffor  Salomon 

aeiUi  /.  He  that  loueth  peril  shal  falle  in  pml 

[2862]  After  that  Dame  Prudence  /  hadde  spoken  in  ^  McttiM 
this  manere  /  Melibee  answerde  and  seyde  [2863]  IT  I  see 
wel  dame  Prudefcce  that  by  youre  faire  wordes  /  and  by 
youre  lesofis  that  ye  han  shewe<l  me  /  that  the  werre  liketh 
yow  no  thyng*.  [2864]  but  I  haue  nat  yet*  herd  youre  con- 
seil  /  how  I  shal  do  in  this  nede 

[2865]  Certps  quod  she  I  conseille  yow  /  that  ye  ^prwicaM 
accorde  with  youie  adu^rsaries  /  and  that  ye  haue  pees 
with  hem  [2866]  IT  ffor  Seint  lame  seith  /  in  hise  epistles 
IT  That  by  concord  and  pees  .  the  smale  richesses  wexen 
grete  /  [2867]  and  by  debaat*  and  disconi  '  the  grete  richesses 
fallen  doon  [2868]  IT  And  ye  knowen  wel  that  oon  of  the 
gietteste  and  moost  souereyn  thyng*.  that  is  in  this  worid  /' 
is  Tnytee  and  pees  [2869]  IT  And  therfore  '  seyde  onre  lord  n  o»»<«««  Apa*- 
Diera  cnsf  to  hise  Apostles  in  this  wise  ^2870]  IT  wel 
happy  and  blessed  been  they  that*  louen  and  purchacen 
pees  '  for  they  been  calle<l  chiMrvn  of  gnil  [2871]  A  quod 
Melil^ee  '.  now  se  I  wel  '  that  ve  louen  nat  mvn  honour  '  •  ii«ii*-e* 
Be  my  worshipe  [2872]  IT  Ye  knowen  wel  that  mync 
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Adue?'8aries  /  ban  bigonnen  tbis  debaat*  ami  bryge  /  by  bird 

outrage/  [2873]  *^^  J®  ^  ^^'®1  *^^^*  *^^®y  ^®  requeren  ne 
preyen  me  nat  of  pees  /  ne  tbey  asken  naf  to  be  reconsiled 
[2874]  IF  wol  ye  tbanne  /  tbat  I  go  and  meke  me  and 
obeye  me  to  bem  and  crie  bem  mercy  ?/.  [2875]  flTor  sotbe/ 
tiiat  were  nat  my  worsbipc  [2876]  fFor  rigbt  as  men  seyn  / 
tbat  oucr  greet  boomlynesse  /  engendretb  dispreisynge  /*  so 
furetb  it^  by  to  greet  bumylitec  or  mekenessc 

^Pnideneu  [2877]  Tbanne  bigan  dame  Prudence  /  to  maken  sem- 

blant*  of  wrattbe  /  and  seyde  [2878]  IF  Certes  sire  /  sauf 
youre  gi-ace  /  I  loue  youre  bonour  and  youre  profit*  as  I  do 
myn  owene  /  and  eue/xi  bane  doon  /  [2879]  ne  ye  ne  noon 
ootber  /  syen  neuere  tbe  contrarie  [2880]  IF  And  yif  if  I 
badde  seyd  /  tbat  ye  sboKle  ban  purcbaced  tbe  pees  /  and 
tbe  rcconsiliacioii  /.  I  ne  badde  nat  mucbel  mystaken  me  / 

i:s«i«enii  ne  seyd  amys  /.  [2881]  ffor  tbe  wise  man  seij>  IF  Tbe  dis- 

sension /  big}'nnetb  by  anotber  man  /  and  tbe  reconsilyng* 

?  propiiefti  by-^gynnetb  by  tby  self  [2882]  IF  And  tbe  propbete  seitb  ||. 

fflee  sbi*ewednesse  and  do  goodnesse  /  [2883]  seke  pees  and 
folwe  it*  as  mucbel  as  in  tbee  is  [2884]  ^  Yef  seye  I  nnt* 
tbat  ye  sbul  rather  p?<?*sue  to  youre  Adue^-siiries  for  pees 
than  they  shuln  to  yow  ||.  [2885]  for  I  knowe  wel  /  tbat  ye 
been  so  bard-lierted  /  that  ye  wol  do  no  tbyng  for  me 

%  Salomon  [2886]  IF  And  Salomou  seitb  ||.  be  that*  bath  ouer  bard  an 

herte  /  atte  laste  /  he  sbal  myshappe  and  mystyde 

•^Meuiicf  [2887]  Wlianne  ^Melibee  badde  herd  dame  Prudence 

luaken  seinblant^  of  wrattbe  /  he  seyde  in  this  wise  [2888] 
II  Dame  I  pi*cy  yow  that  ye  be  nat  displosed  /  of  tbynges 
that  I  seyo  [2889]  for  yo  knowe  wcl  that  I  am  angry  and 
wnioth  /  and  that  is  no  wonder  /  [2890]  and  tbey  that* 
been  wrotlie  /  witen  nat  wel  /  what  tbey  don  ne  what  they 

TTpiopiuffa  seyn    [2891]    IF   Theifore  /  the    prophete    seitb   IF    That 

troubled  eyen  /  han  no  clecr  sigbte  [2892]  IF  but  seyeth 
and  consoilcth  me  as  yow  liketh  /  for  I  am  redy  to  do 
liglif  as  ye  wol  desire  /  [2893]  and  if  ye  repreue  me  of  my 
folye  /  I  aui  the  nioore  holden  '  to  loue  yow  and  preyse 
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yow  [2894]  IT  fibr  Salomon  seith  ||.  Thaf  lie  ^1  repieueth    ^  UmUtmoa 
hyxn  that  dootli  folye  /  [2895]  he  shal  fynde  gretter  grace 
than  he  /  that  decejneth  hrni  by  sweete  wordes 

[2896]  Thanne  seide  dame  Prudence  if  I  make  no 
ficmhlant*  of  wratthe  ne  Anger ;  but*  for  yonre  grete  pn^fit 
[2897]  IT  fibr  Salomon  eeith  [j.  He  is  moore  worth  that*  re-  58«J«»«» 
preaeth  /  or  chideth  a  fool  for  his  folye  shewynge  hym 
aemblauf  of  wratthe  /  [2898]  than  he  that  fmpporteth  hym 
and  p[r]ey8eth  hym  in  his  mysdoynge  and  laugheth  at  his 
folye  [2899]  %  And  this  same  Salomon  /  seith  afterward  .||. 
That  by  the  sorwefiil  visage  of  a  man  /  that  is  to  eeyn  /  by 
the  sory  and  heuy  contena&ce  of  a  man  /  [2900]  the  foul 
correcteth  and  amendeth  hvm  self 

[2901]  Thanne  aeyde  Melibee  if  I  shal  nat*  konne  an-    ^XtUbM 
swere  to  so  manye  faire  resons  /  as  ye  putten  to  me  and 
ahewen  /  [2902]  seyeth  shortly  youre  wyl  and  yonre  con- 
seil  /  and  I  am  al  redy  to  fulfille  and  parfou me  if 

[2903]  Thanne  dame  Prudence  /  discou^red  al  hip  wyl  5  Pmdcnct 
to  hym  /  and  seyde  [2904]  if  I  conseille  yow  qnod  she 
abonen  alle  thynges  /  that  ye  make  pees  /  bitwene  god  and 
yow  /  [2905]  and  beth  reconsiled  vn-to  hym  and  to  his 
grace  ||  [2906]  fibr  as  I  haue  seyd  yow  beer  bifom  /.  god 
hath  sufired  yow  to  haue  this  tribulacion  and  disese  for 
youre  synnes  /  [2907]  And  if  yc  do  as  I  sey  yow  /  god  wol 
seude  youre  Aduersaries  vn-to  yow  [2908]  and  maken  hem 
£dlen  at  youre  feef  redy  to  do  your*  wyl  and  youre  com- 
andementz  [2909]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seith  ||.  whan  the  con-  Y  Salomon 
diciofi  of  man  is  plesaunf  and  Hkynge  to  god  /.  [2910]  he 
channgeth  the  hertes  of  the  mannes  Aduersaries  and  con- 
stroyneth  hem  /  to  biseken  hym  /  of  pees  and  of  grace  / 
[291 1]  and  I  prey  yow  /  lat  me  speke  with  youre  Aduersaries 
in  pn'uee  place  /  [2912]  for  they  shul  nat  knowo  /  that  it 
be  of  youre  wyl  /  or  youre  assent*.  [2913]  and  thanne  whaii 
I  knowc  /  hir  wil  and  hire  entente  /.  I  may  conseille  yow 
the  moore  scurely 

[2914]   Dame   quod   Melibee  /  dooth  youpc   wil  and    5  MdiK-* 
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yoiirc  likynge  /.  [2915]  for  I  putte  me  hoolly  /  in  yourd 
disposicioil  aud  ordinaunce 
liPnidenco  [2  9 1 6]  Thaune  Dame  Prudence  /  whan  she  saugh  the 

goode  wyl  of  hir  houshonde  /  delihered  and  took  auys  in 
hir  self*.  [2917]  thinkinge  /  how  she  myghte  bryngiB  this 
nede  /  vn-to  a  good  conchision  /  and  to  a  good  ende  /. 
[2918]  And  whan  she  saugh  hir  tyme  /  she  sente  for  thiso 
Adue?*saries  /  to  come  vn-to  hirp  in  to  a  pryuee  place  / 
[2919]  and  shewed  wisely  vn-to  hem  /  the  grete  goodes 
that  comen  of  i)ees  /  [2920]  and  the  grete  har^mes  and 
perils  /  that  been  in  werre  /  [2921]  and  seyde  to  hem  /  in 
a  goodly  manere  /.  hou  that  hem  oughten  /  hauo  greet  re- 
pentauwce  /  [2922]  of  the  Iniurie  and  wrong*  that  they 
hadden  doon  /  to  Melibee  hir  loi-d  /  and  to  hire  /  And  to 
hire  doghter 

[2923]  And  whan  they  herden  the  goodliche  wordes  of 
Dame  Prudence  /  [2924]  they  weren  so  supprised  and 
rauysshed  /  and  hadden  so  greet  ioye  of  hire  /  that  wonder 
was  to  telle  [2925]  %  A  lady  quod  they  /  ye  han  shewed 
vn-to  vs  /  the  blessynge  of  swetnesse  /  after  the  sawe  of 
Dauid  the  prophete  /  [2926]  for  the  reconsilynge  /  which 
we  been  nat  worthy  to  haue  in  no  manere  /  [2927]  but*  we 
oghte  rcqueren  it*  with  greet  contricioii  and  huniylitee  / 
[2928]  ye  of  youre  grete  goodnesse  haue  presented  vnto  vs 
[2929]  IF  Now  se  we  wel  /  that  the  science  and  the  konnynge 
of  Salomon  is  ful  trewe  [2930]  IF  ffor  he  seith  ||  That 
swcete  wordes  /  multiplien  and  encreesen  freendes  /  and 
iiiaken  shrewes  /  to  be  debonaire  and  meeke 

[2931]  IF  Certes  quod  they  ./  we  putten  oure  dede  and 
al  oure  matere  and  cause  /  al  hoolly  /  in  youre  goode  wyl  / 
[2932]  and  been  rcdy  to  obeye  to  the  speche  and  comande- 
menf  of  my  lord  Melibee  [2933]  IF  And  therfore  decre 
and  benygne  lady  /  we  preien  yow  and  biseke  yow  as 
mekely  as  we  konne  ami  mowen  /  [2934]  that  it  lyke  vn-to 
youre  grete  goodnesse  /  to  fulfillcn  in  dede  /  youre  good- 
liche wordes  /  [2935]  for  we  consideren  and  knowelichen  / 
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that  we  hau  offended  and  greued  my  loni  Melibee  out  of 
mesure  /.  [2936]  so  ferforth  /  that  we  be  nat  of  power  /  to 
maken  hise  amendes  /  [2937]  and  therfore  /  we  oblige  and 
bynden  vs  and  oure  freendes  /  to  doon  al  his  wyl  and  hise 
ooniandementz  ||  [2938]  II  but  pfi-auenture  /  he  hath  swich 
heuynesse  /  and  swich  wratthe  to  vs  wan)  /  by  cause  of  oui-o 
offense  /  [2939]  that  he  wole  enioyne  vs  swich  a  peyne  / 
as  we  mowe  nat  here  ne  susteene  /.  [2940]  and  therfore 
noble  lady  /  we  biseke  /  to  youre  wowmanly  pitee  /  [2941] 
to  taken  swich  auysemenf  in  this  nede  /  that  we  /  ne  oure 
freendes  /  be  nat  desherited  ne  destroyed  /  thurgb  oure 
folye 

[2942]  Certes  quod  Prudence  /  it  is  an  hard  thyng*  and  ^  rmdnnct 
right*  perilous  /  [2943]  that  a  man  putte  hym  al  outrely  / 
in  the  arbitraciofi  and  luggement*.  and  in  the  myght*  and 
power  of  hise  enemys  [2944]  II  ffor  Salomon  seith  ||  Leeueth  ^  Salomon 
me  /  and  yciieth  credence  /  to  that  I  shal  seyn  IF  I  seye 
quod  he  IF  ye  peple  /  folk*  and  goue^-nours  of  hooly  chirche 
[2945]  H  to  thy  sone  /  to  thy  wyf  /  to  thy  freenc)  /  ne  to 
thy  broother  /  [2946]  ne  yeue  thou  neuere  myghf  ne 
maistrie  of  thy  body  /  whil  thou  lyuesf.  [2947]  IF  Now 
sithen  he  deffendeth  /  that  man  shal  nat  yeuen  to  his 
broother  /  ne  to  his  freend  /  the  myght  of  his  body  ^ 
[2948]  by  strenger  resoii  he  deffendeth  /  and  forbedeth  a 
man  /  to  yeuen  hym  self  to  his  enemy  [2949]  IF  And  nathe- 
lees  I  conseille  you  /  that  ye  /  mystruste  nat*  my  Ion)  / 
[2950]  for  I  woot  wel  /  and  knowe  verraily  /  that  he  is  / 
debonaire  and  meeke  /  large  /  cui-teys  /  [2951]  and  no 
thyng*  desirous  ne  coueitous  of  good  ne  richesse  [2952] 
IF  for  ther  nys  no  thyng*  in  this  world!  that  he  desireth  / 
saue  oonly  /  worships  and  honour  [2953]  IF  fforthei^moore 
I  knowe  wel  /  and  am  right  seur  /  that  he  shal  no  thyng* 
doon  in  this  nede  /  with-outen  my  conseil  /  [2954]  And  I 
shal  so  werken  in  this  cause  /  that*  by  grace  of  oure  lord 
gtHl  /  ye  shul  been  reconsiled  vn-to  vs 

[2955]  Thanno  soyden  they  /  with  o.  ^  voys  ||  worshipful 
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lady  we  putten  vs  and  oure  goodes  al  fully  in  youre  wil 
and  diaposicion  /  [2956]  and  been  redy  /  to  comen  /  what 
day  pat  it  like  vn-to  youre  noblesse  to  lymyte  vs  or  assigne 
-vs  [2957]  for  to  maken  oure  obligacion  and  boond  as  strong* 
as  it  liketh  vn-to  youre  goodnesse  /  [2958]  that  we  mowe 
fulfiUe  the  wille  of  yow  /  and  of  my  lord  Melibee 

^Pnideiice  [^959]  Whan  Dame  Prudence  /  hadde  herd  the  an- 

sweres  of  thise  men  /  she  bad  hem  /  goon  agayn  pnudy  / 
[2960]  and  she  retourned  to  hir  lord  Melibee  /  and  tolde 
hym  /  how  she  foond  hise  Adue^-saries  ful  repentant*  [2961] 
knowelechynge  ful  lowely  hir  synnes  and  trespas  /  and  how 
they  were  redy  to  sufifren  aH  peyne  /  [2962]  requirynge  and 
preiynge  hym  of  mercy  and  i>itee  f 

Y  Melibee  [2963]  Thanue  seyde  Melibee  %  he  is  wel  worthy  to 

liaue  pa;*doil  and  forj'ifnesse  of  his  synne  pat  excuseth  nat 
his  synne  /  [2964]  but  knowelecheth  if  and  repenteth 

%  Seneca  liym  /  axingc  Indulgence  [2965]  IF  flfor  Senec  /  seith  ||.  ther 

is  the  remissiofi  and  foryifnesse.  where  as  confession  is 
[2966]  IF  ffor  Confessiofl  is  neighebore  to  Innocence  [2967] 
[et  dit  atitre  part:  celhii  est  presque  Innocent  qui  a  honte  de 
8(m  lyechie  et  le  recongnoist.  (Le  Menagier,  i.  231)] 
And  therfore  I  assente  and  corforme  me  to  haue  pees  / 
[2968]  but  it  is  good  pat  we  do  if  nat  wjit/i-outen  the  assent 
uml  wyl  of  oure  freendes 

i[  Prmiencc  [2969]  Tlianne  was  Prudence  right  glad  and  ioyeful  / 

and  seyde  [2970]  IF  Certes  sire  quod  she  ye  han  wel  and 
goodly  answered?  [2971]  ffor  right*  as  by  the  conseil  / 
asscnf  and  helpe  of  yoiirc  freendes  /  ye  han  been  stired  / 
to  venge  yow  and  maken  werrc  *?  [2972]  right  so  with- 
oiiten  hire  conseil  /  shul  ye  nat  accorden  yow  /  ne  haue 
pecs  with  youre  Adiie?*saries  [2973]  IF  ffor  the  la  we  seith  || 
ther  nys  no  thyng*  so  good  by  wcy  of  kynde  /  as  a  thyng* 
to  been  vnbounde  by  hym  fat  it  was  ybounde 

[2974]  IF  And  tlianne  Dame  Prudence  with-outcn  delay 
or  tariynge  /  sente  anon  hire  messages  for  hire  kyn  and  for 
hire  oldc  freendes  /  whiche  \at  Avere  trewe  and  wyse  /  [2975] 
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and  tolde  hem  by  ordre  /  in  the  presence  of  Melibee  al 
this  mateere  as  it  is  abouen  expressed  and  declared  /  [2976] 
and  preyden  Jat  they  wolde  yeuen  hire  auys  and  con- 
seil  /  what  best  were  to  doon  in  this  nede  [2977]  f  And 
whan  Melibees  freendes  hadde  taken  hire  auys  and  deliber- 
aciofi  of  the  forseide  mateere  /  [2978]  ann^'hadden  examyned 
it  by  greet  bisynesse  and  greet  diligence  /  [2979]  they  yauo 
ful  couseil  for  to  haue  pees  and  reste  /  [2980]  and  \at 
Melibee  /  sholde  receyue  yfiVi  good  herte  hise  aduersaries  / 
to  foryifnesso  and  mercy 

[2981]  And  whan  dame  Prudence  hadde  herd  the 
assent*  of  hir  lord  Melibee  /  and  the  conseil  of  hise  freendes 
[2982]  accorde  wit/i  hire  wille  and  hire  entenciofl  /  [2983] 
she  was  wonderly  glad  in  hire  herte  /  and  seyde  [2984] 
IF  Ther  is  an  old  prouerbe  quod  she  seith  ||.  That*  the  fPnidanot 
goodnesse  ^at  thou  maysf  do  this  day  /  do  if  [2985]  and 
abide  naf  ne  delaye  it  naf  til  to  morwe  [2986]  %  And 
therfore  /  I  conseille  \ai  ye  sende  youre  messages  swiche 
as  been  discrete  and  wise  /  [2987]  vn-to  youre  Aduersaries  / 
telly nge  hem  on  youre  bihalue  /  [2988]  faf  if  they  wole 
trete  of  pees  arul  of  acconl  /  [2989]  that*  they  shape  hem  / 
'xnth-outen  delay  or  tariyng*  to  comen  vu-to  vs  /  [2990] 
which  thyng*  parfoumed  was  in  dede  [2991]  %  And 
whanne  thise  trespassours  and  repentynge  folk*  of  hire 
folies  /  that  is  to  seyn  /  the  Aduersaries  of  Melibee  /  [2992] 
hadden  herd  /  what  tliise  Messagers  scyden  vn-to  hem  / 
[2993]  they  weren  right  glad  and  ioyeful  j  and  answeredon 
ful  mekely  and  benignely  /  [2994]  yeldynge  graces  and 
thankynges  to  hir  lord  Melibee  and  to  al  his  compaignyo  / 
[2995]  and  shopen  hem  w/t^-outen  delay  to  go  wttA  the 
Messagers  and  obeye  to  the  comandement*  of  hir  lord 
Melibee 

[2996]  IT  And  right  anon  /  they  tooken  hire  wey  to  the 
Court  of  Melibee  /  [2997]  and  tooken  wit  A  hem  /  somme 
of  hire  trewe  freendes  /  to  maken  feith  for  hem  and  for  to 
b<Hjn  \i\Te  borwes  /  [2998]  and  whan  they  wore  comen  /  *to 
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the  presence  of  Melibee  /  he  seyde  hem  thise  wonles 
%  uciibee  [2999]  It  standeth  thiis  quod  Melibee  /  and  sooth  it  is  / 

that  ye  [3000]  causelees  and  wzt^-outen  skile  and  reson 
[3001]  han  doon  grete  Iniuries  and  wronges  /  to  me  and 
to  ray  wyf  Prudence  f  and  to  my  doghter  also  /  [3002]  for 
ye  han  entred  in  to  myn  hous  by  violence  [3003]  and  hauo 
doon  swich  outrage  pat  alle  men  knowen  wel  fat  ye  hauo 
disserued  the  deeth  /  [3004]  and  therfore  /  wol  I  knowe 
and  wite  of  yow  /  [3005]  wheither  ye  wol  putte  the 
punyssemenf  a7id  the  chastisynge  /  and  the  vengeance  of 
this  outrage  /  in  the  wy\  of  me  /  and  of  my  wyf  Prudence  / 
or  ye  wol  naf 

[3006]  Thanne  /  the  wiseste  of  hem  thre  answerde  for 
hem  alle  and  seyde  [3007]  %  Sire  quod  he  /  we  knowen 
wel  /  pat  we  been  vnworthy  /  to  comen  vn-to  the  Court* 
of  so  greet  a  lordf  and  so  worthy  as  ye  been  ^  [3008]  ffor 
we  han  so  greetly  mystaken  vs  /  and  han  offended  and  agilt* 
in  swich  a  wise  /  agayn  youre  heigh  lordshipe  /  [3009]  that 
trewely  /  we  han  disserued  the  deeth  /  [3010]  but  yet*  for 
tlie  grete  goodnessc  and  debonairetee  fat  al  the  world  / 
witnesseth  in  youre  pe/^sone  /  [301 1]  we  submytten  vs  /  to 
the  excellence  awd  benignitee  of  youre  gracious  lordshipe  / 
[3012]  and  been  redy  to  obeie  to  alle  youre  comandementz  / 
[3013]  bisekyiige  yow  /  that  of  youre  me?*ciable  pi  tee  /  ye 
wol  consitlere  oure  grete  repentance  and  lough  submyssion 
[3014]  and  graunten  vs  foryeuenesse  of  oure  outrageous 
trospas  and  offense  /  [3015]  for  wel  we  knowe  fat  youre 
libf'ml  grace  and  mercy  /  strecchen  \ni)n  ferther  in-to  good- 
nesse  /  than  doon  oure  outrageouse  giltes  and  trespas  in-to 
wikkednesse  /  [3016]  al  be  it*  fat  cui-sedly  and  damp- 
na]»lely  /  we  han  agilf  agayn  youre  heigh  loitlshipe 

[3017]  Thanne  Melibee  /  took  hem  vp  fro  the  ground* 
ful  bonignely  [3018]  and  receyued  hire  obligacions  and  hir 
boondes  by  hire  othes  vp-on  hire  plegges  and  borsve^  /  [3019] 
and  assigned  hem  a  cez-teyn  day  /  to  retourne  vn-to  his 
Conrf .  [3020]  for  to  accepte  and  recevue  the  sentence  and 
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laggemenf  fat  Ift-IIbee  w<4d^  CiC»miDde  to  be  doon  oq  hem 
by  tbe  caudee  aforesterd  [joj  i]  whicbe  tbjnges  ordejned  /. 
euerj  man  retotrrDed  to  bis  boos  [! 

[3022]  And  wban  yn  dmme  Prodence  aaugli  bir 
tyme  /  febe  frerned  amd  axed  bir  lon>  M«libee  '  [3023]  what 
Tengeance  /  be  tbcmgbte     to  taken  of  bise  Adnfrsaries 

[3024]  To  wbkb  Melibee  answeide  amd  serde  %  Ceites  1[  masbf 
quod  be  /  I  ibjnke  a^td  poxpcise  me  fully  /  [3025]  to  tle^- 
beriie  bem  /  of  al  ^ot  eo^re  tbey  ban  ^  and  for  to  patte 
bem  /  in  exil  for  ea^re 

[3026]  Ceites  quod  dame  Pmdenoe  '  tbis  were  a  cmeel  ^ 
sentence  and  mncbel  agayn  reson  /  [3027]  ffor  ye  been  ricbo 
ynoogb  and  ban  no  nede  of  ootber  mennes  good  /  [3028] 
and  ye  mygbte  li^tly  in  tbis  wise  gete  yow  a  coneitoos 
name  /  [3029]  wbicb  is  a  Ticioos  tbyng*  and  ogbte  been 
escbued  of  enery  good  man  [3030]  ffor  after  tbe  sawe  of  tbe 
word  of  tbe  Apostle  /.  Coueidse  is  loote  of  alle  barmes  ^  ^ 
[303 1]  And  tberfore  it  were  bettre  for  yow  /  to  lese  so  mucbel 
good  of  yoore  owene  /  tban  for  to  taken  of  bir  good  in  tbis 
manere  /  [3032]  for  bettre  it  is  to  lesen  witb  worsbipo  ' 
tban  it  is  to  wynne  wiVi  vileynye  and  sbame  .  [3033]  And 
eueri  man  ogbte  to  doon  hii«  diligence  and  bis  bisynesse  / 
to  geten  bym  a  good  name  /.  [3034]  And  yet  sbal  be  nat 
oonlj  bisie  bym  in  kepynge  of  his  giKnl  name .  [3035]  but 
be  sbal  also  enforcen  bym  alwey  ^  to  do  som  tbyng*  by 
wbicb  be  may  renonelle  his  good  name  /  [3036]  for  it  is 
writen  /  ^t  the  olde  good  loos  and  good  name  of  a  man  / 
is  soone  goon  and  passed  /  whan  it  is  nat  newed  ne  n^ 
nouelled  [3037]  IT  And  as  toucbynge  /  ^t  ye  seyn  '  ye 
wole  exile  yourf  Aduersaries  /  [3038]  that  tbynketb  me  / 
mucbel  agayn  resofi  /  and  out  of  ^  mesure  /  [3039]  con- 
sidered tbe  power  pat  tbey  han  yeue  yow  vp-on  bem  self  ||. 
[3040]  And  if  is  writen  ^t  be  is  worthy  /  to  lesen  bis 
pn'uilege  /  pal  mysuseth  /  the  mygbt  and  the  power  ^t 
is  jeuen  bym  [3041]  IT  And  I  sette  cas  /  ye  mygbte  enioyne 
bem  fat  peyne  by  rigbt  and  by  la  we  /  [3042]  which  I 
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trowe  /  ye  mowe  nat  do  /.  [3043]  I  seye  ye  mig^te  m\t 
putten  it  to  execuciofi  per-auenture  /  [3044]  and  thaune 
were  it  likly  to  retounie  to  the  weiTe  as  it  was  bifom  / 
[3045]  And  therfore  /  if  ye  wole  pat  men  do  yow  obeis- 
ance /  ye  raoste  deemen  moore  cui'teisly  /  [3046]  this  is  to 
seyn  /  ye  moste  yeuen  moore  esy  sentences  and  luggementz 
[3047]  %  fifor  it  is  writen  /  pat  he  pat  moost  curteisly 
comandeth  /  to  hym  men  moost  obeyen  /  [3048]  And  ther- 
fore I  prey  yow  Jjat  in  this  necessitee  /  afui  in  this  nede  / 
ye  caste  yow  to  oue?'come  youre  herte  [3049]  IF  ffor  Senec* 
seith  /.  That  he  fat  ouercometh  his  herte  /  ouercomej) 
twies  [3050]  IF  And  Tiillius  seith  IF  Ther  is  no  thyng  so 
comendablc  in  a  greet*  lord  /  [3051]  as  whan  he  is  debon- 
aire  and  meeke  /  and  appeseth  lightly  /  [3052]  And  I.  prey 
yow  pat  ye  wole  forbere  now  to  do  vengeance  [3053]  in 
swich  a  manere  /  pat  youre  goode  name  may  be  kept*  and 
consenied  /  [3054]  and  pat  men  mowe  haue  cause  and 
mateere  /  to  preyse  yow  of  pitee  and  of  mei-cy  /  [3055]  and 
pat  ye  haue  no  cause  to  repente  yow  of  thyng  pat  ye  doon 
[3056]  If  ffor  Sencc  seith  If  He  ouercometh  in  an  yuel 
manere  pat  repenteth  hym  of  his  victorie  /  [3057]  Wher- 
fore  I  pray  yow  /  lat  mei'cy  been  in  youi-e  mynde  and  in 
youre  herte  /  [3058]  to  theffect  and  entente  pat  god 
almyghty  haue  mercy  on  yow  in  his  laste  luggomenf :  [3059] 
IF  ffor  seint  lame  seith  in  his  Epistle  II  luggement  with- 
outen  mn-cy  shal  be  doon  to  hym  /  pat  hath  no  mercy  of 
another  wight* 

[3060]  Whanne  ^Melibee  hadde  herd  the  grete  skiles 
and  rcsofis  of  Dame  Prudence  /  and  Jiire  wise  informaciofis 
and  techynges  /  [3061]  his  herte  gan  enclyne  to  the  wil  of 
liis  wif  con.sidorynge  hir  trewe  entente  /  [3062]  and  con- 
formed hym  anon  and  assented  fully  to  werken  after  hir 
conscil  /  [3063]  and  tlionked  god  /  of  whom  precede))  al 
vertu  and  alle  goodnesse  /  fat  hym  sente  a  wyf  /  of  so  greet 
discrecion  [3064]  And  whan  the  day  c^m  fat  hise  Adu^?7*- 
saries  sholde  appiercn  in  his  presence     [3065]  he  spak  vn- 
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to  hem  fill  goodly  /  and  seyde  in  this  wyse  [3066]  IF  Al  be 
it  80  /  pat  of  youre  pride  /  and  prcsumpcion  anil  folie  / 
and  of  youre  necligence  and  vnkonnynge  /  [3067]  ye  haue 
mysbom  yow  and  trespassed  vn-to  me .  [3068]  yef  for  as 
muche  /  as  I  see  and  biholde  youre  grcte  humylitee  / 
[3069]  and  pat  ye  been  sory  and  repentant*  of  youre  giltee  / 
[3070]  it  constreyneth  me  /  to  doon  yow  grace  and  mercy 
[307 1]  IF  Therfore  /  I  receyue  yow  /  to  my  grace  [3072]  and 
foryeue  yow  outrely  alle  the  offenses  /  Iniuries  and  wronges 
pat  ye  haue  doon  agayn  me  and  myne  /  [3073]  to  this 
effect*  and  to  this  ende  /  that  god  of  his  endelees  mercy 
[3074]  wole  at  the  tyme  of  oure  diynge  foryeuen  vs  oure 
giltes  that  we  han  trespassed  to  hym  in  this  wrecched 
world  /  [3075]  ffor  doutelees  /  if  we  be  sory  and  repentant* 
of  the  synnes  and  giltes  whiche  we  han  trespassed  in  the 
sighte  of  oure  lord  god  /  [3076]  he  is  so  free  and  so  nierci- 
able  /  [3077]  that  he  wole  foryeuen  vs  oure  giltes  [3078] 
and  bryngen  vs  to  his  blisse  /  that  ncuere  hath  ende .  Amen 

IF  Heere  is  ended  Chancers  tale  of  Melibee  /  and  of 

Dame  Prudence  (^ 
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1  Tlie  murye  wordes  of  the  Hoost/  to  the  Monk/  ^ 

[on  leaf  m] 

¥han  ended  /  was  my  tale  /  of  Melibee     3070 
And  of  Prudence  /  and  liire  benignytee 
Oure  hoost  seyde  /  as  I  am  feithful  man 
And  by  that  precious  corpus  Hadrian 
I  hadde  leuere  /  than  a  barel  ale 
That  good  lief  my  wyf  /  hadde  herd  this  tale  3084 

She  nys  no  thyng  /  of  SA^ch  pacience 
As  was  this  Melibeus  wyf  Pnidence 
By  goddes  bones  /  whan  I  bete  my  knaues 
She  bryngeth  me  forth  /  the  grete  clobbed  staues        3088 
And  crieth  /  slee  the  dogges  eucrichoon 
And  brek/  hem  /  bothe  bak  and  euery  boon 
IF  And  if  that*  any  neighebore  of  myne 
Wol  nat  in  chirche  /  to  my  wyf  enclyne  3092 

Or  be  so  hanly  /  to  hire  to  trespace 
Whan  she  comth  [liome]  /  she  rampeth  in  my  face 
And  crieth  /  false  coward  /  wrok  thy  wyf/ 
]>y  corpus  bones  /  I  wol  haiic  thy  knyf/  309 G 

And  tliou  shalt  haue  my  distaf  and  go  spynne 
ifro  day  to  nyglit  /  right  thus  she  wol  bigynno 
Alias  she  seith  /  that  eu^'?*e  f^/t  I  was  shape 
To  wedden  a  Milksops?  /  or  a  coward  ape  3100 

That  wol  been  ou^rlad  with  Qwery  wight 
Thou  dai*st  nat*  stonden  by  thy  W3nies  right* 
IF  This  is  ray  lif*  but  if  that  I  wol  fighte 
And  out  at  dore  /  anon  T  moot  rac  dighte  3104 

Or  elles  I  am  but  lost*  but  if  that  I 
l>e  lik*  a  wihlc  loon  fool-hardy 
I  woot  wel  /  she,  wol  do  nio  sleo  soni  day 
Som  noighehorc  /  and  thanne  go  my  way  3108 

ffor  I  am  p^/'ilous  /  witli  knyf  in  lionde 
Al  be  it*  that  I  dar  hire  nat  withstonde 
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ffor  she  is  /  byg  in  Armes  by  my  f*Mtli 

Tliat  slial  he  fyndo  /  fat  hire  mysdooth  or  seith  3112 

But  lat  vs  passe  awey  /  fro  this  niateere 

IF  My  lord  the  ^loiik  quod  he  /  be  inyrie  of  cheere 

ffor  ye  shul  telle  a  tale  trewely 

Loo  Kouchestre  /  stant  heer  faste  by  3116 

Ryde  forth  myn  owene  lord  /  brek  nat  oure  game 

But  by  my  trouthe  /  I  knoire  nat  youre  name 

"Wher  shal  I  calle  yow  /  my  loixl  daun  John 

Or  daun  Thomas  /  or  elles  daun  Albofi  3120 

Of  what  hous  be  ye  /  by  youro  fader  kyn 

I  vowe  to  god  /  thou  hast  a  ful  fair  skyn 

It  is  a  gen  til  pasture  /  ther  thow  goosf  [k*f  it*,  buck] 

Thou  art  nat  lyk*  a  j^enant*  or  a  goosf  3124 

Vpon  my  feith  /  thou  art  som  Officer 

8om  worthy  sexteyn  /  or  som  Celei-er 

ffor  by  my  fader  soule  /  as  to  my  <h>om 

Thou  art  a  maister  /  whan  thou  art  at  hoom  3128 

No  |)Oure  cloystror/  ne  no  Novys 

But  a  gouemour  /  wily  and  wys 

And  therwi't//-al  /  of  brawnos  and  of  boni's 

A  wel  farynge  p^^-sone  /  for  the  nonos  3132 

I  pray  to  god  /  yeue  hym  confu.siouw 

That  first  thee  broghte  /  vn-to  Koligiou// 

Thou  woldest  han  been  /  a  trod efo wel  aright* 

Haddestow  /  as  greet  a  looue  /  as  thou  hast  inyght*      3136 

To  pa/'foume  al  thy  lust/  in  engendrure 

Thou  haddest*  bigeten  /  ful  many  a  croatun* 

Alias  /  why  werestow  /  so  wyd  a  Vo\n^ 

God  yeue  me  sorwe  /  but  and  I  v(»n*  a  |x»p«»  3140 

Nat  oonly  thou  /  but  euery  myghty  man 

Though  he  were  shorn  /  ful  hye  v|>on  his  pan 

Sholde  haue  a  wyf  /  for  al  the  world  is  lorn 

Keligioun  /  hath  take  vp  al  the  corn  3144 

Of  tredyng*.  and  we  Iwrel  men  l>oon  shrymi>os 

Of  fieble  trees  /  ther  comen  wrecched  yni|H'8 
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noyap  inthe  MS.]  3148 

This  makcth  /  that  oure  wyues  wole  assayo 

Religious  folk*  for  ye  mowe  bettre  paye 

Of  Venus  paiementz  /  than  mowe  we 

God  woof  no  lussheburgfe  payen  ye  3152 

But  be  nat  wrooth  /  my  lord  for  J>at  I  pleye 

fful  ofte  in  game  /  a  sooth  I  haue  herd  seye 

%  This  worthy  Monk  /  took  al  in  pacience 

And  seydo  I  wol  doon  al  my  diligence  3156 

As  fer  as  sowncth  /  in-to  honestee 

To  telle  yow  a  tale  /  or  two  /  or  three 

And  if  yow  list*  to  herkne  hyderwanJ 

I  wol  [yow]  seyn  the  lyf  /  of  seint  Edward  3160 
Or  ellis  /  first*  Tragedies  wol  I  telle 

Of  whichc  /I/  haue  an  hundred  in  my  Celle 

II  Tragedio  is  to  seyn  /  a  ccrteyn  storie 

As  olde  bookes  /  maken  vs  memorie  3164 

Of  hym  /  that  stood  /  in  greet  p?*ospcriteo 

And  is  yfallen  /  out  of  heigh  degree 

In  to  myscrie  /  and  endeth  wrecchedly 

And  they  ben  versified  comnnmely  3108 

Of  .vj.  feet*,  which  men  clepen  Exametrofi 

In  prose  eek  /  been  endited  many  oon 

And  eek  in  meetre  /  in  many  a  sondry  wyso 

Lo  /  tliis  declaryng*  oghte  ynogh  suflisc  3172 

Now  herkneth  /  if  yow  liketh  for  to  heero  [lenr  nn] 

But  first  /  I  yow  bisecke  /  in  this  matecro 

Though  I  by  ordre  /  telle  nat  tliise  thyngos 

Be  it  of  Popes  /  Emp^roui-s  /  or  kynges  317G 

After  hir  ages  /  as  men  writen  fynde 

But  tellen  hem  /  som  biforo  and  som  bihyndo 

As  it  now  comth  /  vn-to  my  remembrau//co 

Haue  me  excused  of  min  ignorauwco  3180 

f  Explicit* 
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1[  Heere  bigynneth  /  the  Menkes  tale  /  de  casibiw 

yironna  Illustrium.  lonu^^fm] 

Iwol  biwaiUe  /  in  nianere  of  Traffedie  "'''''"'''^.^^    , 
'  O  Monk  and  two  dJiw] 

The  harm  of  horn  /  that  stoode  in  lieigli  degree 
And  fillen  so  /  that  thor  nas  no  remedio 
To  biyngo  hem  /  out  of  hii^  adue/^itee  3184 

ffor  certein  /  whan  pat  ffortune  list  to  flee 
Ther  may  no  man  /  the  coure  of  hire  withholde 
Lat  no  man  trustc  /  on  blynd  prospmtee 
Be  war  of  thisc  ensamples  /  trewe  and  olde  3188 

[Luct'/cr.] 

AT  lucifer  /  though  /  he  an  Angel  were  II  Lucifer 

And  nat  a  man  /  at  hym  wol  I  bigynne 
ffor  though  ffortune  /  may  noon  Angel  dere 
ffrom  heigh  degree  /  yet  fel  he  for  his  synne  3192 

Doun  in  to  helle  /  where  he  yet  is  Inne 
O  Lucifer/  brightest* .  of  Angels  alle 
Now  artow  sathanas  /  pat  niayst  nat  twynne 
Out  of  miserie  /  in  which  pat  thou  art*  falle  3190 

[Adam.] 

Loo  Adam  /  in  the  feold  of  Damyssene  If  Adam 

With  goddes  owene  fynger/  wroght  Wius  he 
And  nat  bigeten  /  of  mannes  8]x;/*mc  vnclone 
And  welte  all  Parody s  /  sauynge  o  tree  3200 

Hadde  neu/*re  worldly  man  fo  hoigh  degu'e 
As  Adam  /  til  he  for  mysgouemaflce 
"Was  dryuen  /  out  of  hys  hye  prosp^ritee 
To  labour  and  to  helle  /  and  to  mcschafice  3204 
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[Sampson.'] 

Loo  Sampson  /  which  that  was  Aiinuwciat*    IF  Sampson 
By  Angel  /  longe  er  his  ^atiuitee 
And  was  /  to  god  almyghty  consecrat* 
And  stood  in  noblesse  /  whil  he  myghte  see  3208 

Was  neuere  /  swich  another  as  was  hee 
To  speke  of  strengthe  /  and  ther-wit/i  hardy ncssc 
Lut  to  hise  wyues  /  toolde  he  his  secree  321 1 

Thurgh  which  /  he  slow  hym  self  /  for  wrccchednesse 

Sampson  /  this  noble  almyghty  Champiofl  [leaf  173,  Wk] 

With-outen  wcpene  /  saue  his  handes  tweyne 

lie  slow  /  and  al  torcnte  the  leofl 

Toward?  his  weddyng*  walkynge  by  the  wcye  32 IG 

His  false  wyf  /  koude  hyiu  so  i)lese  and  preye 

Til  she  his  conseil  knew  /  and  she  vntrewe 

Vn-to  hise  foos  /  his  conseil  gan  bi\vreye 

And  hym  forsook^,  and  took  another  newe  3220 

Thre  hundred  foxes  /  took  Sampson  for  Ire 

And  alle  hir  tayles  /  he  togydre  bond! 

And  sette  the  foxes  tiiyles  /  alle  on  fire 

llbr  he  /  on  eiiery  tayl  /  hjul  knyt^  a  bi-ond*  3224 

And  they  brende  /  alle  the  comes  in  that  lontlf 

And  alle  hire  Olyueres  /  and  vynes  eke 

A  thousand  men  /  he  slow  eck  with  his  homl' 

And  hadde  no  wepcne  /  but  an  Asses  cheko  3228 

Whan  they  were  slayn  /  so  thursted  hym  /  that  he 

Was  wel  ny  lorn  /  for  which  he  gan  to  preye 

That  god  wolde  /  on  his  peyne  ban  soni  pitce 

And  sende  hym  drynkc  /  or  elles  moste  he  deye  3232 

And  of  this  asses  cheke  /  that  was  drcye 

Out  of  a  wang<  tooth  /  sjn-ang  anon  a  welle 

Of  which  he  drank  anon  /  shortly  to  seyc 

Thus  heelpc  hym  god  /  as  ludicum  can  telle  323 G 
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l>y  vermy  force  /  at  Gazan  /  on  a  nyghf 

Maugree  Philistiens  of  that  Citoe 

T)ie  gates  of  the  toim  /  he  hath  vp  plyght* 

And  on  liis  bak^.  ycaryed  hem  hath  hee  3240 

llye  on  an  hiH  /  pat  men  rayghte  hem  see 

(.)  noble  alniyghty  Sarapsofi  /  lief  and  deere 

Had  thou  nat  toold  /  to  wommen  thy  secn»e 

In  all  this  worMf  /  ne  hadde  been  thy  jkhtc  3244 


This  Sampson  /  neu<?/"e  Ciser  drank  ne  wyn 

Ne  on  his  heed  /  cam  rasour  noon  ne  sheere 

By  precept*  of  the  Messager  diuyn 

fFor  alle  hise  strengthes  /  in  hise  hceres  weere  3248 

And  fully  twenty  wynter  yeer  by  yeere 

He  /  ha<lde  of  Israel  the  gouernance 

But  soone  /  shal  he  wcikj  many  a  teere 

llor  wommen  /  slial  hym  br}ngen  to  meschance  3252 

Vn-to  his  lemman  Dalida  he  tohle 

That  in  hise  heeris  /  al  his  stivngthe  lay 

And  falsly  to  hise  foonion  /  she  hym  solde 

IF  And  slepynge  in  hir  bann  /  vp-on  a  day    [if»fi7i]     3256 

She  made  to  clippe  /  or  sheie  /  liise  heres  away 

And  made  hise  fo<»men  /  al  this  craft  espy  en 

And  whan  pat  they  /  hym  found  in  this  array 

They  bounde  hym  fiiste  /  and  putti*n  out  hise  eyen      3260 

But  er  his  heer/  were  clijiptHl  or  yshaue 

Ther  was  no  boond  /  w/t/<  which  men  myghte  him  bynde 

But  now  is  he  /  in  pjvson  in  a  Caue 

Wliere  as  they  made  h}Tn  /  at  the  Quoeme  gryndo      3264 

O  noble  Sampsofl  /  stronge^f  of  mankynde 

O  whilom  /  luge  in  glorie  an«l  in  richesse 

Now  maystow  wepen  /  w/t/<  thyne  eyen  blyndo 

Sith  thou  fro  wele  /  art  falle  in  wrecchednesiie  3268 
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The  ende  of  this  caytyf  was  as  I  shal  seye 

Hise  foomen  /  made  a  feeste  vp-on  a  day 

And  made  hym  as  a  fool  /  bifom  hem  pleye 

And  this  was  /  in  a  temple  of  greet  array  3272 

But  atte  laste  /  he  made  a  foul  affray 

ffor  he  /  the  pilers  shook  /  and  made  hem  falle 

And  doun  fil  Temple  and  al  /  and  ther  it  lay 

And  slow  hym  self  /  and  eek  his  foomen  alle  3276 

This  is  to  seyn  the  Prynces  euerichoon 

And  eek  /  thre  thousand  bodyes  were  ther  slayn 

With  fallynge  /  of  the  grete  Temple  of  stoon 

Of  Sampson  /  now  wol  I  na  moore  sayn  3280 

Beth  war  /  by  this  ensample  oold  and  playn 

That  no  men  /  telle  hir  conseil  til  hir  wyues 

Of  swich  thyng*  as  they  wolde  lian  secree  fayu 

If  pat  it  touche  /  hir  lymes  or  hir  lyues  3284 

[Hercules.'] 

Off  Hercules  /  the  souereyn  Conquerour        IF  Hercules 
Syngen  hise  werkes  /  laude  and  lieigh  renoun 
ffor  in  his  tyme  /  of  strengthe  he  was  the  flour 
He  slow  /  and  raftc  the  skyn  of  the  leoun  3288 

He  of  Centauros  /  Icyde  the  boost  adoun 
He  Arpies  slow  /  the  cnieel  bryddes  felle 
He  golden  Apples  /  refte  of  the  dragoun 
He  drow  out  Cerberus  /  the  hound  of  hclle  3292 

He  slow  the  crueel  tyrant  Businis 

And  made  his  hors  /  to  frete  hym  flessli  and  boon 

He  slow  /  the  firy  serpent  venymus 

Of  Achcloys  homes  two  /  he  brak*  oon  3296 

And  he  slow  Cacus  /  in  a  Caue  of  stoon 

He  slow  the  geant*  Antheus  the  strongo 

He  slow  the  grisly  boor  /  and  that  anon  [leaf  174,  b«ck] 

And  bar  the  heuene  /  on  his  nekke  longe  3300 
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Was  neuere  wigHf  sitb  that  this  world  bigan 

That  slow  so  manye  Monstres  /  as  dide  he 

Thurgh-out  this  wyde  world  /  his  name  ran 

What  for  his  strengthe  /  and  for  his  heigh  bountee     3304 

And  euery  Beawme  /  wente  he  for  to  see 

He  was  so  stroong*  pat  no  man  myghte  hym  lette 

At  bothe  the  worldes  endes  /  seith  Trophee  ^  l»«  ^  <?«><«*• 

In  stide  of  boundes  /  he  a  pileer  sette  3308 

A  lemman  hadde  /  this  noble  Champiofi 

That  highte  Dianira  /  fressh  as  ^lay 

And  as  thise  clerkes  /  maken  mentiofi 

She  hath  hym  sent*,  a  sherte  fressh  and  gay  3312 

Alias  this  sherte  /alias  and  weylaway 

Euenymed  was  /  so  subtilly  with-alle 

That  er  fat  he  /  had  wered  it  half  a  day 

It  made  his  flessh  /  al  from  hise  bones  falle  3316 

But  nathelees  /  soTnme  clerkes  hire  excnsen 

By  oon  ))at  highte  Ncssus  that  it  maked 

Be  as  be  may  /  I  wul  hire  noght  accusen 

But  on  his  bak^  this  sherte  he  wered  al  naked  3320 

Til  pat  his  flessh  /  was  for  the  venym  blaked 

And  whan  he  saugh  /  noon  oother  remedye 

In  hoote  coles  /  ho  hath  hym  seluen  raked 

ffor  w/t/t  no  venym  deigned  hym  to  dye  3324 

Thus  starf  /  this  worthy  /  myghty  Hercules 

Lo  /  who  may  truste  /  on  ifortune  any  throwc 

ffor  hym  fat  folweth  /  al  this  world  of  proos 

£r  he  be  war  /  is  ofte  yleyd  ful  lowe  3328 

fful  wys  is  he  /  tliat  kan  hym  seluen  knowe 

Beth  wai*  /  for  whan  that  ffortune  list  to  glose 

Thanne  wayteth  she  /  her  man  to  ouerthrowo 

By  swich  a  wey  /  as  he  wolde  leest  suppose  3332 
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In  [Nebuchadvezzar,] 

he  myghty  trone  /  the  precious  tresor         IF  Kabugo- 
-    The  glorious  ceptre  /  and  Koial  magestco      donosor 
That  hadde  the  kyng*  Kabugodonosor 
With  tonge  /  vnuethe  may  discvyued  bee  3336 

He  twyea  /  wan  Jerusalem  the  Citee 
The  vessel  of  the  temple  /  he  with  liym  ladde 
At  Babiloigne  /  was  his  souereyn  see 
In  which  his  glorie  /  and  liis  delit  he  hadde  3340 

llie  faireste  children  /  of  the  blood  Roial  Deaf  ns] 

Of  Israel  /  he  leet  do  gelde  anoon 

And  maked  ech  of  hem  /  to  been  his  thral 

Amonges  othere  /  Daniel  was  oon  3344 

That  was  the  wiseste  child  of  eucrychon 

If  or  he  /  the  dremes  of  the  kyng  expowned 

Where  as  in  Chaldeye  /  clerk  ne  was  thcr  noon 

That  wiste  /  to  what  fyn  /  hise  dremes  sowned  3348 

This  proude  kyng*  leet  makcn  a  statue  of  goltt 

Sixty  cubites  long*  and  seuene  in  bredo 

The  which  ymage  /  he  bothe  yonge  and  oolcl 

Comanded  to  loute  /  and  haue  in  drede  3352 

Or  in  a  ifoumeys  /  ful  of  flanibes  redo 

He  shal  be  brent*  that  woldc  noght  obeye 

]>nt  neucre  woldc  assente  /  to  that  dcde 

Daniel  /  ne  hise  yonge  felawes  tweye  3356 

This  kyng  of  kyngcs  /  proud  was  and  elaat* 

He  wende  /  pat  god  that  sit  in  magestee 

Ne  myghte  /  hym  nat  bireue  of  his  estaat 

]Uit  sodeynly  /  he  loste  his  dignytee  3360 

And  lyk  a  beest  /  liym  semed  for  to  bee 

And  eet  hey  as  an  Oxc  /  and  lay  tlier  onto 

In  reyn  /  with  w'Ma  beestes  walked  hec 

Til  certein  tyme  /  was  yconie  aboute  336  i 
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And  lik/  an  Egles  fethcres  /  wax  his  heres 

Hise  nay  lea  /  lyk  a  briddes  clawes  weere 

Til  god  released  hym  /  a  certeyn  yerea 

And  yaf  hym  wit  /  and  thanne  with  many  a  teero       33G8 

lie  thanked  god  /  and  euere  his  lyf  in  feei-e 

Was  he  /  to  doon  amys  /  or  moore  trespace 

And  til  that  tyme  /  he  leyd  was  on  his  beere 

lie  knew  /  that  god  was  /  ful  of  myght  and  grace        3372 

H[BeI/fhazzfu\'\ 
is  sone  /  which  that  highte  Ikltiiaa^ir     IF  Dtdthtisar 
That  heeld  the  regiie  /  after  his  fader  day 
He  by  his  fader  /  koude  noght  be  war 
tfor  proud  he  was  /  of  herte  and  of  array  3376 

And  eek  /  an  ydolastre  /  lie  was  ay 
His  hye  estaaf  assured  hym  in  pr}'de 
But  ffortune  /  caste  hym  doun  /  and  ther  he  lay 
And  sodeynly  /  his  regne  gan  diuide  3380 

A  feeste  he  made  /  vn-to  hise  lordes  alle 

Vp-on  a  t}Tue  /  and  bad  hem  blithe  l>ee 

And  thanne  /  hise  Officers  gan  he  calle 

Gooth  bryngeth  forth  /  the  vessels  (pioil  he         [leaf  175,  bwkj 

Whiche  that  my  fader  /  in  his  p/v/spcritee  3385 

Out  of  the  temple  /  of  lerusidem  birafte 

And  to  oure  hye  goddes  /  thanke  we 

Of  honowr  /  that  oure  eldres  w<t/t  us  lafto  3388 

Hya  wyf*  hise  lordes  /  and  hise  concubynes 

Ay  dronken  /  whil  hire  Appetites  laste 

Out  of  tliise  noble  vessels  /  sondry  wyuea 

And  on  a  wal  /  this  kyng*  hise  eyen  caste  3392 

And  saugh  an  hand  Anulees  /  ))«t  wroot  ful  fiist 

ffor  feere  of  which  /  he  tpiook*  and  siked  soore 

This  hand  /  that  Balthasar  so  soure  agaste 

Wioof  Mane  tcchcl  phares  /  and  na  moore  3396 
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In  al  that  lan^  /  Magicieu  was  noon 

That  koude  expounde  /  what  this  lettre  mento 

But  Daniel  /  expowned  it  anon 

And  seyde  kyng*  god  to  thy  fader  sente  3400 

Gloria  and  honour  /  regne  /  tresour  /  rente 

And  he  was  proud  /  and  no-thyng<  god  ne  dradde 

And  therfbre  /  god  greet  wreche  vp-on  hyni  sente 

And  hym  birafte  /  the  regno  pat  he  hadde  3404 

He  was  out  cast*  of  mannes  compaignye 

With  asses  /  was  his  habitaciouTi 

And  eet  hey  as  a  beesf  in  weet  and  drye 

Til  that  he  knew  /  by  grace  and  by  resouw  3408 

That  god  of  heuene  /  hath  domynacioun 

Ouer  euery  regne  /  and  euery  creature 

And  thanne  /  hadde  god  of  hym  compassiou/t 

And  hym  restored  /  his  regno  and  his  figure  3412 

Eek  /  thou  that  art*  his  sone  /  art  proud  also 

And  knowcst*  alio  thisc  thyngcs  verraily 

And  art  rebel  to  god  /  and  art  his  foo 

Thou  drank  eck  /  of  hise  vessels  boldely  3416 

Thy  wyf  eek*  and  thy  wenches  synfully 

Dronke  of  the  same  vessels  /  sondry  wynys 

And  heryest*  false  goddes  cursedly 

Therfore  to  thee  /  yshapen  ful  greet  pync  ys  3420 

This  hand  was  sent  from  god  /  that  on  the  wal 

Wroof  Mane  techel  phares  /  truste  me 

Tliy  regne  is  doon  /  thou  weyest*  noght*  at  al 

Dyuyded  is  thy  regne  /  and  it  shal  be  3424 

To  Medes  and  to  Perses  [yeuo]  quotl  he 

And  thilke  same  nyght*  this  kyng*  was  slawe 

And  Darius  /  occupieth  his  degnee  [iean76] 

TJiogh  he  therto  /  liadde  neither  right  ne  lawe  3428 
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Lordynges  /  ensample  /  heer-by  may  ye  take 

How  that*  in  lordshipe  /  is  no  sikemesso 

fibr  whan  £fortiine  wole  a  roan  forsake 

She  bereth  awey  /  his  regne  and  his  richesse  3132 

And  eek*  hise  freendes  /  boihe  moore  and  lesse 

ffor  what  man  /  pat  hath  freendes  /  thurgh  ffortune 

Mishap6  /  wol  maken  hem  enemys  as  I  gesse 

This  prouerbe  /  is  f ul  sooth  and  ful  commune  343G 

C[Zenoh^a.^ 
Enobia  /  of  Palymerie  Qncene  IF  Cenobia 

As  writen  Persiens  /  of  hir  noblesse 
So  worthy  was  in  Armes  /  and  so  keeno 
That  no  wight*  passed  hire  in  hard3messe  3440 

Ne  in  lynage  /  nor  in  oothcr  gcniillesse 
Of  kynges  blood  of  Perce  /  is  she  descended 
I  seye  nat*  that  she  hadde  moost  fainiesso 
But  of  hire  sliape  /  she  myghte  nat  been  amended       3444 

ffrom  hire  childhede  /  I  fynde  that  she  fledde 

Office  of  wommen  /  and  to  wode  she  went 

And  many  a  wilde  hcrtes  blood  she  shedde 

With  arwes  brodo  /  that  she  to  hem  sente  3448 

She  was  so  swift*  /  pat  she  anon  hem  hente 

And  whan  fr/t  she  was  elder  /  she  wolde  kille 

Leolis  /  leopardes  /  and  Berea  al  to-rente 

And  in  hir  Armes  /  weelde  hem  at  hir  willo  3452 

She  dorste  /  wilde  beestes  dennes  seke 

And  rennen  in  the  montaignes  al  the  nyghf 

And  slepen  ynder  the  bussh  /  and  she  koude  eke 

Wrastlen  /  by  verray  force  /  and  verray  myght/  3456 

With  any  yong  man  /  were  he  neuer  so  wight* 

Ther  myghte  no  tliyng*  in  hir  Amies  stonde 

She  kepte  hir  maydenhoil  /  from  euery  wight* 

To  no  man  /  deigned  hire  for  to  be  bonde  3460 
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But  atto  laste  /  hir  freendes  han  hire  marieil 

To  Onedake  /  a  Prynce  of  that  contree 

Al  were  it  so  /  that  she  hem  longs  taried 

And  ye  shul  vnderstonde  /  how  that  he  ®  3464 

Hadde  swiche  fantasies  /  as  hadde  slie 

'  timol 

But  nathelees  /  whan  they  were  knyt  infeere 

They  lyued  /  in  ioye  /  and  in  felicitee 

flfor  ech  of  hem  /  hadde  oother  lief  and  deere  3468 

Saue  0  thyng^  that  she  wolde  neuere  assente        [leaf  i7«,  back] 

By  no  wey  /  that  he  sholde  by  hire  lye 

But  ones  /  for  it  was  hir  pleyn  entente 

To  haue  a  child!  /  the  world  to  multiplye  3472 

And  also  soone  /  as  pat  she  myghte  espye 

That  she  was  nat  with  childe  /  w^t/^  that  dode 

Thanne  wolde  she  suffre  hym  /  doon  his  fantasye 

Eft  soone  /  and  nat  but*  oones  out  of  drede  3476 

And  if  she  were  with  childe  /  at  thilke  cast* 

Na  moorc  /  sholde  he  pleycn  thilke  game 

Til  fully  /  fourty  dayes  /  wercn  past^ 

Thanne  wolde  she  ones  /  suftre  hyni  do  the  same         3480 

Al  were  this  Onedake  /  wildc  or  tame 

He  gat  na  moore  of  hire  /  for  thus  she  soydo 

It  was  to  wyucs  /  lecherie  and  shame 

In  oother  caas  /  if  Jj«t  men  with  hem  pleyde  3484 

Two  sones  /  by  Onedake  hadde  she 

The  whiche  she  kepte  /  in  vertu  and  lottrure 

But  now  /  vn-to  oure  tale  /  turne  we 

I  seye  /  so  worshipful  a  creature  34 88 

And  wys  ther-with  /  and  large  with  mesui^ 

So  penyble  in  the  werre  /  and  curteis  eko 

Nc  moore  labour  /  myghte  in  werre  endure 

Wixs  noon  /  though  al  this  world  men  woMe  sck<^        3492 
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Hir  riche  array  /  ne  myghte  nat  be  told 

As  wel  in  vessel  /  as  in  hire  clothyng* 

She  was  al  clad  /  in  perree  and  in  gold 

And  eek  /  she  lafte  nogfit  /  for  noon  huntyng*  3496 

To  haue  of  sondry  tonges  /  ful  knowyng* 

Whan  fat  she  leyser  hadde  /  and  for  to  entende 

To  leme  bookes  /  was  al  hire  likyng* 

How  she  in  vertu  /  myghte  hir  lyf  dispende  3500 

And  shortly  /  of  this  proces  for  to  trete 

So  doghty  was  hir  housbonde  and  eek  she 

That  they  conquered  /  manye  regnes  grote 

In  the  Orient*  with  many  a  faire  Citee  3504 

Apertenaunf  vn-to  the  magesteo 

Of  Rome  /  and  MviUi  strong  bond  held  hem  ful  fasto 

Ne  neuere  myghte  /  hir  foo  men  doon  hem  flee 

Ay  /  whil  that  Onedakes  dayes  laste  3508 

Ilir  batailles  /  who  so  list  hem  for  to  rede 

Agayn  Sapor  the  kyng*  and  othere  mo 

And  how  al  this  proces  /  lil  in  dede 

Why  she  conquered  /  and  what  title  therto     [ie*fi77]    3512 

And  after/  of  hir  meschief*  and  hire  wo 

How  J)«t  she  was  /  biseged  and  ytake 

Lat*  hym  /  vn-to  my  maistcr  Petrak  go 

That  writ  ynough  of  tliis  .1  vndertake  3516 

Whan  Onedake  was  deed  /  she  myghtily 

The  regnes  heeld  /  and  vn'ih  hire  propru  bond 

Agayn  hir  foos  /  she  faught  so  cruelly 

Tliat  ther  nas  kyng*  ne  pr}'nce  in  al  tliat  lond  3520 

That  he  nas  glad  /  if  he  that  grace  fond 

That  she  ne  woldc  /  vp-on  his  lond  werreye 

With  hire  /  they  made  alliance  by  Innid 

To  been  in  pc»e8  /  and  leto  hire  ride  (imf  plfve  3524 
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The  Emperour  of  Rome  Claudius 

Ne  hym  bifore  /  the  Romayn  Gralien 

Ne  dorste  neuere  /  been  so  corageus 

Ne  noon  Ermyn  /  ne  noon  Egipcien  3528 

Ne  Surrien  /  ne  noon  Arabyen 

With-Inne  the  feeldes  /  that  dorste  vrith  hire  fighte 

Lest  that  she  wolda/  hem  with  hir  handes  slen 

Or  with  hir  meignee  /  putten  hem  to  flighte  3532 

In  kynges  habit  /  wente  hir  sones  two 

As  heires  /  of  hir  fadres  regnos  alle 

And  hermanno  /  and  Thymalao 

Hir  names  were  /  as  Persiens  hem  calle  3536 

But  ay  flfortune  /  hath  in  hire  hony  .galle 

This  myghty  queene  /  may  no  while  endure 

ffortune  /  out  of  hir  regno  made  hire  falle 

To  wrecchednesse  /  and  to  mysauenture  3540 

Aurelian  /  whan  that  the  gouemaunce 

Of  Rome  /  cam  in- to  liise  handes  tweye 

He  shoope  /  vp-on  this  queene  to  doon  vengea?/nce 

And  with  hise  legions  /  he  took  his  weye  3544 

Toward  Cenobie  /  and  shortly  for  to  seye 

Ho  made  hire  flee  /  and  atto  last  hire  hentc 

And  fettred  hire  /  and  eek  hire  children  tweye 

And  wan  the  land  /  and  hoom  to  Rome  he  wente        3548 

Amonges  othero  thynges  /  that  he  wan 

Hir  Chaar/  pat  was  -with  gold  wroght  and  perree 

This  grete  Romayn  /  this  Aurelian 

Hath  with  hym  lad  /  for  that  men  sholde  it  see  3552 

Bifom  his  triumphe  /  walkeih  shee 

With  gilte  cheynes  /  on  hire  nekke  hangynge 

Coroned  was  she  /  after  hir  degree  [leaf  177,  back] 

And  ful  of  perree  /  charged  liire  clotliynge  3556 
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Alias  ffortunc  /  she  that  whilom  was 

Dredeful  /  to  kynges  and  to  Emperoures 

'Now  gaureth  al  the  pople  /  on  hir/;  alias 

And  she  /  that  helmed  was  in  starke  shoures  35 GO 

And  wan  by  force  /  townes  stronge  and  toiires 

Shal  on  hir  heed  /  now  were  a  vitreniytc 

And  she  that  bar/  the  ceptre  ful  of  floures 

Shal  here  a  distaf  /  hire  costes  for  to  quyte  3564 

ir-U  modern  itutUHees  irkleh  fkoulil  come  here,  are  at  the  eiirt  of  the  Tale  in  tkit  MS.) 

[Nei'O.] 

Al  though  /  that  Nero  were  vicius  If  Nero 

As  any  feend  that  lith  in  helle  adoun  3654 

Yet  he  /  as  telleth  vs  Swetonius 

This  wyde  world  /  hadde  in  subieccioim  3650 

Bothe  Est*  and  West*  North  /  and  Septemtriouw 
Of  Rubies  /  saphires  /  and  of  peerles  wliite 
Were  alle  hise  clothes  /  brouded  vp  and  doun 
ffor  he  in  gemmes  /  greetly  gan  delite  3660 

Moore  delicaat*  mooro  pompous  of  array 

Moore  proud  /  was  neu^re  Empt?rour  than  he 

That  iike  cloith  '  pat  he  hadde  wered  o  day 

After  tliat  tyme  /  he  noldo  it  neu^/v  see  3664 

Nettes  of  gold  thrccd  /  hadde  ho  greet  plentee 

To  fisslie  in  Tybre  /  whan  hym  ILsto  i>h\ye 

Hise  lustes  were  al  lawe  /  in  his  decn^e 

ffor  ffortune  /  as  his  freenc^  '  hym  wolde  oboyc  3668 

He  Rome  brende  /  for  his  delicasie 

The  Senatours  /  he  slow  vp-on  a  day 

To  heere  /  how  men  wolde  wepc  and  crie 

And  slow  his  brother  /  and  by  his  suster  lay  3672 

His  mooder  made  he  /  in  pitous  array 

ffor  he  /  hire  wombe  slitte  /  to  biholde 

Wher«  he  conceyued  w^as  so  weilaway 

That  he  so  litel  /  of  his  mooder  tolde  3676 
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Ko  teere  out  of  hise  eyen  /  for  that  sighte 

Ne  cam  /  but  seyde  /  a  fair  womman  was  she 

Greet  wonder  is  /  how  fat  he  koude  /  or  myghte 

Be  domesman  /  of  hire  dede  beautee  3680 

The  wyn  to  bryngen  hym  comanded  he 

And  drank  /  anon  /  noon  oother  wo  he  made 

Whan  myght  is  ioyned  vn-to  crueltee 

Alias  to  depe  /  wol  the  venym  wade  3684 

In  yowthe  /  a  maister  hadde  this  Emperour  [leaf  i78] 

To  teche  hym  lettrure  /  and  curteisye 

ffor  of  moralitee  /  he  was  the  flour 

As  in  his  tyme  /  but  if  bookes  lye  3688 

And  whil  this  maister  /  hadde  of  hym  maistrye 

He  maked  hym  /  so  konnyng^  and  so  sowple 

That  longe  tyme  it  was  /  er  tirannye 

Or  any  vice  /  dorsto  on  hym  vncowple  3692 

This  Seneca  /  of  which  that  I  deuyse 

By  cause  Nero  /  hadde  of  hym  swich  drede 

ffor  he  fro  vices  /  wolde  hym  chastise 

Discreetly  /  as  by  word  /  and  nat  by  dede  3696 

Sire  wolde  he  seyn  /  an  Emperour  moot  nede 

Be  vertuous  /  and  hate  tirannye 

ffor  which  /  he  in  a  bath  /  made  hjon  to  blede 

On  bo  the  hise  Armes  /  til  he  moste  dye  3700 

This  Nero  /  hadde  eek/  of  acustuma?/nce 

In  youthe  /  agayns  Ids  maister  for  to  ryse 

Which  afterwanl  /  hym  thoughte  greet  grena?mce 

Therfore  /  he  made  hym  dyen  in  this  wise  3704 

But  nathelees  /  this  Seneca  the  wise 

Chees  in  a  Bath  to  dye  /  in  this  manere 

Bather  than  han  /  any  oother  tormentise 

And  thus  hath  Nero  /  slayn  his  maister  deore  3708 
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Kow  111  it  so  /  that  ffortune  liste  no  leuger 

The  hye  pryde  of  Nero  to  cherice 

ffor  though  pat  he  was  strong*  yet  was  she  streuger 

She  thoughte  thus  /  by  god  I  am  to  nyce  3712 

To  sette  a  man  /  that  is  fulfild  of  vice 

In  heigh  degree  /  and  Emperour  hym  calle 

By  god  /  out  of  his  sete  /  I  wol  hym  trice 

Whan  he  leest*  weneth  /  sonnest  shal  he  fallo  37 IG 

The  peple  poos  vp-on  hym  on  a  nyght 

ffor  his  defaute  /  and  whan  he  it  espied 

Out  of  hise  dores  /  anon  he  hath  hym  dight* 

Ailone  /  and  ther  he  wende  han  ben  allied  3720 

lie  knokked  faste  /  and  ay  the  moore  ho  cried 

The  fastere  shette  they  /  the  dores  alle 

ffor  drede  of  this  /  hym  thoughte  pat  he  dyed 

And  wente  his  wey  /  no  lenger  dorste  he  ralle  3724 

The  peple  cride  /  and  rombled  vp  and  doun 

That  vfith  his  erys  /  herde  he  /  how  thoy  wydo 

Where  is  this  false  tiraunt*  this  Neroun 

ffor  fere  /  almoost*  out  of  his  wit  he  br(*v<le  [i««n7»,  hi^*] 

And  to  hise  goddes  /  pitously  he  preyd 

ffor  socour  /  but  it  myghte  nat  bityde 

ffor  drede  of  this  /  hym  thoughte  jKit  hv  dovde 

And  ran  in-to  a  gard}'n  hym  to  hyde  3732 

And  in  this  gardyn  /  foond  he  cherlps  tweye 

That  seten  by  a  fyr  /  greet  and  ree<l 

And  to  thise  cherles  two  /  he  gan  to  preyu 

To  sleen  hym  /  and  to  girden  of  his  heeiJf  37 3G 

That  to  his  body  /  whan  ]>^/t  he  were  dee<l 

Were  no  despit  ydoon  /  for  his  defame 

Hym  self  he  slow  /  he  koude  no  bettre  reed 

Of  which  /  ffortune  lough  /  and  hadde  a  gamv  3740 
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W[Holo/eme8,] 
as  neuere  Capitayu  /  vnder  a  kyng/  IF  De  Olofemo 
That  regnes  mo  /  putte  in  subieccioun 
Ne  stronger  was  in  feeld  /  of  alle  thyng* 
As  in  his  tyme  /  ne  gretter  of  renoun  3744 

Ne  moore  pompous  /  in  heigh  presumpciou;^ 
Than  Olofeme  /  which  ffortune  ay  kiste 
So  likerously  /  and  ladde  hym  vp  and  doun 
Til  pat  his  heed  was  of  /  er  pat  he  wiste  3748 

Nat  oonly  /  that  this  world  /  hadde  hym  in  Awe 

ffor  lesynge  /  of  richesse  /  or  libertee 

But  made  euery  man  /  reneyen  his  lawe 

Nabugodonosor  /  was  god  seyde  hee  3752 

Noon  oother  god  /  [ne]  sholde  adoured  bee 

Agayns  his  heeste  /  no  wighf  dorste  trespace 

saue  in  Bethulia  /  a  strong  Citee  15euSSu»m^ 

Where  EHachim  /  a  preest  was  of  that  place    2ffiS3S*dSlS. 

ni  Eliachim.    [t.  i.  Jowdm,  JudUh  It.  8.] 

But  taak  kepe  of  the  deeth  of  Olofemo 

Amydde  his  boost*  he  dronke  lay  a  nyght* 

With-Inne  his  tente  /  large  as  is  a  beriie 

And  yet*  for  al  his  pompe  /  and  al  his  myglit*  37 GO 

ludith  a  wowman  /  as  be  lay  vprigbt* 

Slepynge  /  his  heed  of  sraoof  and  from  his  tente 

li'ul  pryuely  /  she  stal  from  eu^ry  wight* 

And  with  his  beed  /  vn-to  bir  toun  she  wente  37 G4 

W[Antiochu^.] 
bat  nedetb  it*  of  kyng  Antbiocbus  IT  De  IiOf(e  An- 
To  telle  /  bis  bye  Roial  magestec  <^J»oc^«  iWxiHin 
His  bye  pride  /  bise  werkes  venymus 
ffor  swieb  another  /  was  tber  noon  as  be  37 08 

Rede  which  pat  be  was  /  in  Macbabee 
And  rede  /  the  proude  wordes  tbat  be  seydo 
And  wby  be  fil  /  fro  heigh  prospe/itee  [leaf mj 

And  in  an  biH  /  bow  wreccbedly  be  deyde  3772 
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ffortune  /  hym  hadde  enhaunced  so  in  pride 

That  ve^Taily  /  he  wende  he  myghte  attayne 

Vn-to  the  sterres  /  vp-on  euery  syde 

And  in  balance  /  weyen  ech  montayne  3776 

And  alle  the  floodes  /  of  the  see  lestrayne 

And  goddes  peple  /  hadde  he  moosf  in  hate 

Hem  wolde  he  sleen  /  in  torment*  and  in  payne 

Wenynge  /  ^t  god  ne  myghte  his  pride  abate  3780 

And  for  that  Kichanore  /  and  Thymothco 

Of  lewes  /  weren  venqiiysshed  myghtily 

Vn-to  the  lewes  /  swich  an  hate  hadde  ho 

That  he  bad  /  greithen  his  Chaar  ful  liastily  3784 

And  swoor  /  and  seyde  ful  despitoiisly 

Vn-to  lerusalem  /  he  wolde  eft  soone 

To  wreken  his  Ire  /  on  it  ful  cruelly 

But  of  his  purpos  /  he  was  let  ful  soone  3788 

God  for  his  manaco  /  hjin  so  soore  smoot* 

With  invisible  wounde  /  ay  incurable 

That  in  hise  guttes  /  carf  it  so  and  boot* 

That  hise  peynes  /  weren  importable  3792 

And  certeinly  /  the  wreche  was  resonablo 

ffor  many  a  mannes  guttes  /  dide  he  peyne 

But  from  his  purpos  /  cursed  and  <lampnal)le 

ffor  all  his  smert*  he  wolde  h^in  nat  restroyne  3796 

But  bad  anon  /  apparaillen  his  boost 

And  sodeynly  /  er  he  was  of  it  war 

God  daunted  /  al  his  pride  and  all  his  boost* 

ffor  he  so  soore  /  fil  out  of  his  Char  3800 

That  it  hise  lemes  /  and  his  skyn  to-tar 

So  that*  he  neyther/  niyghte  go  ne  ryde 

But  in  a  chayer  /  men  /  aboute  hym  bar 

Al  forbrused  /  bothe  buk  and  syde  3804 
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The  wreche  of  god  /  hym  smoot  so  cruelly 

That  thuigh  his  body  /  wikked  wonnes  crcpte 

And  ther-with-al  /  he  stank*  horriblely 

That  noon  of  al  his  meynee  /  pat  hym  kepte  3808 

Wheither  so  he  wook*  or  ellis  slepte 

Ne  myghte  nog^t*  for  stynk*  of  hym  endure 

In  this  meschief  /  he  wayled  and  eek  wepte 

And  knew  god  /  lord  of  euery  creature  3812 

To  all  his  hoost*  and  to  hym  self  also  [leaf  i7o,bukj 

fful  wlatsom  was  /  the  stynk*  of  his  careyne 

No  man  /  ne  myghte  hym  here  /  to  ne  fro 

And  in  this  stynk*  and  this  horrible  peyne  3816 

He  starf  ful  wrecchedly  /  in  a  Monteyne 

Thus  hath  this  Robbour  /  and  this  homycide 

That  many  a  man  /  made  to  wepe  and  pleyne 

Swich  gerdoil  /  as  bilongeth  vn-to  pryde  3820 

T[Alexandet'  the  Great.] 
he  storie  of  Alisaundre  /  is  so  commune     If  De  Alex- 
That  euery  wight*  that  hath  discreciown       andro 
Hath  herd  somwhat*  or  al  /  of  his  fFortune 
This  wyde  world  /  as  in  conclusio^m  3824 

He  wan  by  strengthe  /  or  for  his  hye  renown 
They  weren  glad  /  for  pees  vn-to  hym  sende 
The  pride  /  of  man  and  beest  /  he  leyde  adoun 
Wher  so  he  cam  /  vn-to  the  worldes  ciidc  3828 

Comparison  /  myghte  neu^  ?-e  yet  been  maked 

Bitwixen  hym  /  and  another  Conquerour 

ifor  al  this  world  /  for  drede  of  hym  hath  quaked 

He  [was]  of  knyghthoflf  and  of  fredom  flour  3832 

ftbrtune  hym  made  /  the  heir  of  hire  honour 

Saue  wyn  and  wommen  /  no  man  mightc  aswagf 

His  hyc  entente  in  Armes  and  labour 

So  was  he  i'ul  /  of  leonyn  corage  3836 
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What  pris  were  it  to  hym  /  though  I  yow  tolde 

Of  Darius  /  and  an  hundred  thousand  mo 

Of  kynges  /  princes  /  Erles  /  dukes  /  bolde 

Whiche  he  conquered  /  and  broghte  hem  in-to  wo       3840 

I  seye  /  as  fer  as  man  may  ryde  or  go 

The  world  was  his  /  what  sholde  I  moore  deuyse 

ffor  though  I  write  /  or  tolde  yow  eueremo 

Of  his  knyghthode  /  it  myghte  nat  suffise  3844 

Twelf  yeer  he  regned  /  as  seith  Machabee 

Philippes  sone  of  Macidoyne  he  was 

That  first  was  kyng*  in  Grece  the  contree 

O  worthy  gentil  Alisandre  alias  3848 

That  euere  sholde  fallen  swich  a  cas 

Empoysoned  /  of  thyn  owene  folk  thou  weere 

Thy  sys  /  fibrtune  /  hath  turned  in-to  Aas 

And  [yet]  for  thee  /  ue  weepe  she  neuer  a  teere  3852 

Who  shal  me  yeuen  teeris  to  compleyne 

The  death  of  gentiUesse  /  and  of  fifranchise 

That*  al  the  world  /  weelded  in  his  demeyne 

And  yet  hym  thoughte  /  it  myghte  nat  suffise  [iMriw]  3856 

So  £ul  was  his  corage  /  of  heigh  emprise 

Alias  /  who  shal  me  helpe  to  endito 

fialse  fibrtune  /  and  poyson  to  despise 

The  whiche  two  /  of  al  this  wo  I  wyte  3860 

\Jtdi\is  CcBsar.^ 

y  wisedom  /  manhede  /  and  by  labour       If  De  lulio 
ffrom  humble  bed  /  to  roial  magestee  Cesare 

Vp  roos  he  lulius  the  Conquerour 

That  wan  al  thoccident*  by  land  and  See  3864 

By  strengthe  of  hand  /  or  elles  by  tretee 
And  vn-to  Rome  /  made  hem  tributarie 
And  sitthe  of  Rome  /  the  Emp^rour  was  he 
Til  that  ffortuno  /  weex  his  Aduersarie  3868 
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0  myghty  Cesar  /  that  in  Thessalie 
Agayn  Pompeus  /  fader  thyn  in  lawe 
That  of  the  Orient^  hadde  all  the  Chiualrie 

As  fer/  as  fat  the  day  bigynneth  dawe  3872 

Thou  thurgh  thy  knyghthod  /  hast  hem  take  and  slawe 
Saue  fewe  folk  /  that  wtt^  Pompeus  fledde 
Thuigh  which  thou  puttest*  al  thorient*  in  Awe 
Thanke  ffortune  /  that  so  wel  thee  spedde  3876 

IT  But  now  a  litel  while  / 1  wol  biwaille  IT  Nota  de  Pompeyo 

This  Pompeus  /  this  noble  goucmour 

Of  Eome  /  which  that  fleigh  at  this  bataille 

1  seye  /  oon  of  hise  men  /  a  fals  traitour  3880 
Hift  heed  of  smoof  to  wynnen  hym  fauour 

Of  lulius  /  and  hym  the  heed  he  bioghte 
Alias  Pompeye  /  of  Thorient  Conquerour 
That  ffortune  /  vn-to  swich  a  fyn  thee  broghte  3884 

IT  To  Rome  agayn  /  repaireth  lulius 

With  his  triumphe  /  lauriat  ful  hye 

But  on  a  tyme  /  Bi-utus  Cassius 

That  euc?*e  hadde  /  of  his  hye  estaat  envye  3888 

fful  priuely  /  hath  maad  conspiraeye 

Agayns  this  lulius  /  in  subtil  wise 

And  cast«  the  place  /  in  which  he  sholde  dye 

With  Boydekyns  /  as  I  shal  yow  deuyse  3892 

This  lulius  /  to  the  Capitolie  wente 

Vpon  a  day  /  as  he  was  wont  to  goon 

And  in  the  Capitolie  /  anon  hym  hente 

This  false  Brutus  /  and  hise  othere  foon  3896 

And  stiked  hym  /  with  boydekyns  anoon 

With  many  a  wounde  /  and  thus  they  let«  hym  lye 

But  neuere  gronte  he  /  at  no  strook^  but  oon        neafiw, bacuj 

Or  elles  at  two  /  but^  if  his  storie  lye  3900 
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So  manly  /  was  this  lulius  of  herte 

And  so  wel  louede  /  estaatly  honestee 

That*  though  hise  deedly  woundes  soore  smerte 

His  Mantel  /  ouer  hise  hypes  caste  he  3904 

ffor  no  man  /  sholde  seen  his  p/iuetee 

And  as  he  lay  /  of  diyng<  in  a  traunce 

And  wiste  yenraily  /  that  deed  was  hee 

Of  honestee  /  yet  hadde  he  remembraunce  3908 

Lacan  /  to  thee  /  this  storie  I  recomende 

And  to  Swetoft  /  and  to  Valerius  also 

That  of  this  storie  /  writen  word  and  ende 

How  fat  /  to  thise  grete  Conquerours  two  3912 

ffortuno  was  first  frecnd  /  and  sitthe  foo 

No  man  ne  truste  /  vp-on  hire  fauour  longe 

But  haue  hire  /  in  awayt*  for  euere  moo 

Witnesse  /  on  alle  thise  Conquerours  stronge  3916 

iCrcsits.} 

T. 
his  riche  Cresus  /  whilom  kyng*  of  Lyde       IT  Cresus 
Of  which  Cresus  /  Cirus  soore  hym  dradde 
Yet  was  he  caught/  amyddes  al  his  pryde 
And  to  be  brent/  men  to  the  fyr  hym  ladde  3920 

But  swich  a  reyn  /  doun  fro  the  welkne  shadde 
That  slow  the  fyr  /  and  niiule  hym  to  escape 
But  to  be  war  /  no  grace  yet  he  ha<ldo 
Til  ffortune  /  on  the  galwes  /  made  hym  gape  3924 

Whanne  he  escaped  was  /  he  kan  nat  stente 

fFor  to  bigynne  /  a  newe  werre  agayn 

He  wende  wel  /  for  fat  ffortune  hym  scnte 

Swich  hape  /  that  he  escaped  thurgh  the  rayn  3928 

That  of  hise  foos  /  he  myghte  nat  be  slayn 

And  eek  a  sweuene  /  vp-on  a  nyglif  he  mette 

Of  which  /  he  was  so  proud  /  and  eek  so  fayn 

That  in  vengeance  /  he  al  his  herte  sette  3932 
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Vp-on  a  tree  /  he  was  /  as  tliat  hym  thoughte 

Ther  luppiter  hym  wesshe  /  bothe  bak*  and  syde 

And  Fhehtie  eek*  a  fair  towaille  hym  broughte 

To  dryen  hym  with  /  and  therfore  wax  his  pryde        3936 

And  to  his  doghter  /  that  stood  hym  bisyde 

Which  J^at  he  knew  /  in  heigh  science  habounde 

He  bad  hire  telle  hym  /  what  it  signyfyde 

And  she  his  dreem  /  bigan  right  thus  expounde  3940 

The  tree  quod  she  /  the  galwes  is  to  meene  Oftfisi] 

And  luppiter  /  bitokneth  snow  and  reyn 

And  Phebus  /  with  his  towaille  so  clene 

Tho  been  /  the  sonne  hemes  for  to  seyn  3944 

Thou  shalt  anhanged  be  /  fader  certeyn 

Beyn  shal  thee  wasshe  /  and  sonne  shal  thee  drye 

Thus  warned  hym  /  ful  plat*  and  ful  pleyn 

His  doghter  /  which  that  called  was  Phanye  3948 

An-hanged  was  Cresus  /  the  proude  kyng* 

His  roial  Trone  /  myghte  hym  nat  auaiUe 

Tragedies  /  noon  oother  maner  thyug  / 

Ne  kan  in  syngyng*  crie  ne  biwaille  3952 

But  that  ffortune  /  alwey  wole  assaille 

W/t/i  vnwar  strook*  /  the  liegnes  \>at  been  pi'oude 

ffor  whan  men  trusteth  hire  /  thanne  wol  she  faille 

And  couere  hire  brighte  face  /  with  a  clowde  3956 

iThete  4  modem  iiutances  thouidJMloK  Zembia,  p.  208.] 

0  [Peter  the  Criiely  of  S/kiiu.] 

noble  /  0.  worthy  Petro  /  gloria  of  Spayne  ^^^  ^®^^ 
Whom  ffortune  heeld?  /  so  hye  in  magestee  pannfe 
Wei  oghten  men  /  thy  pitous  death  complayne 
Out  of  thy  land'  /  thy  brother  made  thee  flee  3568 

And  after/  at  a  seege  by  subtiltee 
Thou  were  bitraysed  /  and  lad  vn-to  his  tente 
Where  as  he  /  with  his  owene  hand  slow  thee 
Succedynge  /  in  thy  regne  and  in  thy  rente  3572 
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The  feeld  of  snow  /  with  thegle  of  blak  ther-Inne   ^22?*i '" 

Caught  with  the  lymerod  /  coloured  as  the  gleede 

He  brew  this  cursednease  /  and  al  this  synne 

The  wikked  nest*  was  werker*  of  this  nede  3576 

Noght  Charles  Olyuver  /  that  took  ay  heede 

Of  trouthe  and  honour  /  but  of  Armorike         ^9^^  ^  ^""*v 

Genylon)  Olyuer  /  corrupt*  for  meede 

Broghte  this  worthy  kyng*  in  swich  a  brike  3580 

0  [Peter  of  Cyprus.] 

worthy  Petro  /  kyng  of  Cipre  also  If  De  Petro 

That  Alisandre  wan  /  by  heigh  maistrie    ^T^S®  ^® 
fful  many  an  hethen  /  wroghtestow  ful  wo 
Of  which  /  thyne  owene  liges  hadde  envie  3584 

And  for  no  thyng*  but  for  thy  Chiualrie 
They  in  thy  bed  /  han  slayn  thee  by  the  morwe 
Thus  kan  ffortune  /  hir  wheel  goucme  and  gye 
And  out  of  loye  /  brynge  men  to  sorwe  3588 

\^BemaJ)o  Viscctiti,  of  Milan.] 

Off  Melan  /  grete  Bamabo  Viscounte        If  De  Bamubo 
God  of  delit* .  and  scourge  of  Lumbardye  ^«  Lumbardta 
Why  sholde  I  naf  th}Ti  Infortune  acounte 
Sith  in  estaaf  /  thow  cloumbe  were  so  hye  [wrwi.hik-kj 

Thy  brother  sone  /  that  was  thy  double  allye 
flfor  he  thy  Nevew  was  /  and  sone  in  lawe 
With-Inne  his  prisofi  /  made  thee  to  dye 
But  why  ne  how  /  noot  I  fat  tliou  were  slawe  .3596 

[  Ugolino,  Count  of  Pi^fa.] 

Off  the  Erl  Hugelyn  of  Pyze  /  the  langour  If  Do  Huge- 
Ther  may  no  tonge  /  teUe  for  pitee  lino  Comite 

de  Pile 
But*  litel  out  of  Pize  /  stant  a  tour 

In  which  tour/  in  prisoik  put  was  he  3600 

And  with  hym  /  been  hise  litel  children  thre 

The  eldeste  /  scarsly  /  fyf  yeer  was  of  Age 

Alias  flfortune  /  it  was  greet  cruelteo 

Swiche  briddes  /  for  to  putte  /  in  swiche  a  Cage  3604 
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Dampned  was  he  /  to  dyen  in  that  prison 

ffor  Roger  /  which  pat  Bisshope  was  of  Pize 

Hadde  on  hym  maad  /  a  fals  suggestioii 

Thiirgh  which  /  the  peple  /  gan  vpon  hym  rise  3608 

And  putten  hym  to  prisofi  /  in  swich  wise 

As  ye  han  herd  /  and  mete  /  and  drynke  he  hadde 

So  smal  /  that  vnnethe  it  may  suffise 

And  therwith-al  /  it  was  ful  poure  and  badde  3612 

And  on  a  day  /  bifil  /  fat  in  that  hour 

Whan  Jjat  his  mete  /  wont  was  to  be  broghf 

The  Gayler  shette  the  dores  of  the  tour 

He  herde  it  wel  /  but  he  spak  right  noght*  3616 

And  in  his  herte  /  anon  ther  fil  a  thoght/ 

That  they  for  hunger  /  wolde  doon  hym  dyen 

Alias  quod  he  /  alias  that  I  was  wroght* 

Ther-Avith  /  the  teens  fiUen  fix)m  hise  eyen  3620 

His  yonge  sone  /  that  thre  yeer  was  of  age 

Vn-to  hym  seyde  /  fader  /  fader  //  why  do  ye  wepe 

Whanne  wol  the  Gayler  /  bryngen  oure  potage 

Is  ther  no  morsel  breed  /  that  ye  do  kepe  3624 

I  am  so  hungry  /  that  I  may  nat  slepe 

N'ow  wolde  god  /  that  I  myghte  slepen  enere 

Thanne  sholde  nat  hunger  /  in  my  wombe  crepe 

Ther  is  no  thyng*  but  breed  /  that  me  were  Icuere        3628 

Thus  day  by  day  /  this  child  bigan  to  crye 

Til  in  his  fadres  barm  /  adoun  it  lay 

And  seyde  /  fare  wel  fader  /  I  moot^  dye 

And  kiste  his  fader/  and  dyde  the  same  day  3632 

And  whan  the  woful  fader/  deed  it  say 

ffor  wo  /  hise  Armes  two  /  he  gan  to  byte 

And  seyde  /  Alias  ffortune  and  weylaway  [leaf  issj 

Thy  false  wheel  /  my  wo  al  may  I  wyte  3636 
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Hise  children  wende  /  that  it  for  hunger  was 

That  he  hise  Annes  gnow  /  and  nat  for  wo 

And  seyde  fader/  do  nat  so  Alias 

But  rather  ete  the  flessh  vp-on  vs  two  3640 

Cure  flessh  thou  yaf  /.  take  oure  flessh  vs  fro 

Ajid  ete  ynogh  /  right  thus  they  to  hym  seyde 

And  after  that*  with-Inne  a  day  or  two 

They  leyde  hem  /  in  his  lappe  adoun  and  deyde  3644 

Hym-self  despeired  /  eek  for  hunger  starf* 

Thus  ended  is  /  this  myghty  £rl  of  Pize 

ifrom  heigh  estitat*  ffortune  awey  hym  carf 

Of  this  Tragedie  /  if  oghte  ynough  suifise  3648 

Who  so  wol  here  it*  in  a  lenger  wise 

Eedeth  /  the  grete  Poete  of  y  taille 

That  highto  Dant* .  for  lie  kan  al  deuyse 

ffro  point  to  point* .  nat  o  word  wol  he  faille  3662 

%  Explicit*  Tragedia 

51  Heere  stynteth  the  Knyght*  the  Monk*  of  his  tale.  ^ 
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[on  legist] 

%  The  prologue  of  the  Nonnes  preestes  tale  (J5 

HOG  quod  the  knyghf  /  good  sire  namoore  this 
That  ye  han  seyd  /  is  right  ynough  ywis 
And  muchel  moore  /  for  litel  heuysesse 
Is  right  ynough  /  to  muche  folk  I  gesse     39GO 
I  seye  for  me  /  it  is  a  greet  disese 
Where  as  men  han  been  /  in  greet  welthe  and  ese 
To  heeren  /  of  hir^*  sodeyn  fal  alias 

And  the  contrarie  /  is  ioye  and  greet  solas  3964 

As  whan  a  man  /  hath  ben  in  poure  estoat* 
And  clymbeth  vp  /  and  wexeth  fortunaf 
And  there  abideth  /  in  prosperitee 

Swich  thyng<  is  gladsom  /  as  it  thyiiketh  me  39C8 

And  of  swich  thyng*.  were  goodly  for  to  telle 
Te  quod  oure  boost*  by  seint  Ponies  belle 
ye  seye  right  sooth  this  Monk  /  he  clappeth  lowde 
He  spak^.  how  ffortune  /  couered  with  a  clowcle  3972 

IF  I  noot  neuere  what/  and  also  of  a  Tragedie     [lear  isi,  i>ack] 
Eight  now  ye  herde  /  and  pardee  no  rcmedie 
It  is  /  for  to  biwaille  /  ne  compleyiie 
That  Jjc/t  is  doon  /  and  als  it  is  a  peyne  3970 

As  ye  ban  seyd  /  to  beere  of  beuynesse 
If  Sire  monk^.  namoore  of  this  /  so  gcul  yow  blesse 
Yourc  tale  /  anoyetli  all  tliis  compaigriye 
Swich  t<alkyng*  is  nat  worth  a  boteiflye  3980 

ffor  tber-Inne  is  tber/  no  desport*  ne  gamo. 
If  Wherfore  sire  Monk^  dauu  Piei*s  by  ycmre  name 
I  pray  yow  bertely  /  telle  vs  soniwbat  elles 
IFor  sikerly  nere  dynkyng'  of  youre  belles  3984 
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That  on  jovae  bridel  hange  /  on  eueiy  syde 

By  heuene  kyng*.  that  for  ts  alle  dyde 

I  sholde  er  this  /  han  fallen  donn  for  sleepe 

Al-thog!h  the  aloo^  /  had  neu^r  been  so  deep^  3983 

Thanne  hadde  your  tale  /  al  be  toold  in  veyn 

ffor  ceiteinly  /  as  that  thise  clerkes  seyn 

Where  as  a  man  /  may  hane  noon  Andience 

Xo£^t  helpeth  iP  to  tellen  his  sentence  3992 

And  wel  I  woot^  the  sabstance  is  in  me 

If  any  thyng*  shal  wel  reported  be 

Sii*  /  9ey  somwhat  of  hontyng  I  yow  pieye 

Y  Nay  qnod  this  Monk/  I  hane  no  lost^  to  pb>ye         3996 
Now  lat  another  telle  /  as  I  hane  tooU 

Thanne  spak  oure  boost'  with  rode  speche  atul  booU 

And  seyde  '  rn-to  the  XoniMX  preest  anon 

Com  neer  thon  preeet*.  eom  hyder  thou  s/r  I/>lln  4000 

Telle  TS  swich  thyng"  ae  may  onre  htnUm  glaiie 

Be  blithe  /  thougli  thon  ryde  rp-on  a  lade 

What  tho^  thyn  h</n  /  be  hfAhk  foahn  and  lene 

J£  he  WC4  seroe  thee     rekke  nat  a  bene  4004 

Jjodke  J  that  thm  h^rte  '  be  muiie  e%i/trr(nao 

Y  Yis  sii'  qood  L«r     rii  hMUt*  so  m^x^t  I  j;o 

Bat  I  be  mrrie     rwi«  I  wol  \)k  bUioM 

«  ■ 

And  rigl&t  aocm     Lie  uJe  be  Lath  attam^l  4^108 

And  thufc  he  serde  /  rn-to  rs  euerich'/u 

cw«eie  preeft*.  llik  goodJr  xuaij  »//  1'^,'IUi 

^  Explicit 
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If  Heere  bigynnetli  /  the  Nonnes  Preestes  tale  of 
the  Cok*  and  Hen  Chauntecleer  and  Pertelote 

Apoure  wydwe  /  somdel  stape  in  Age 
Was  whilom  dwellyng*.  in  a  narwe  cotage  4012 
Beside  a  greue  /  stondjmge  in  a  dale 
This  wydwe  /  of  whicb  I  telle  yow  my  tale 
Syn  thilke  day  /  that  she  was  last  a  wyf/  K^",''pw«o*' 

In  pacience  /  ladde  a  ful  symple  lyf/  40 IG 

ifor  litel  /  was  hir  catel  and  hir  rente 
By  housbondrie  /  of  swich  as  god  hire  sente 
She  foond  hir  self  /  and  eek  hire  doghtren  two 
Thre  large  sowes  /  hadde  she  and  namo  4020 

Three  keen  /  and  eek  a  sheep  fat  hightc  Malle 
fful  sooty  /  was  hir  hour/  and  eek  hire  halle 
In  which  she  eef  ful  many  a  sklendre  Meel 
Of  poynaunt  sauce  /  hir  iieded  neu<'r  a  deel  4024 

No  deyntee  morsel  /  passed  thurgh  hir  tlirote 
]fir  dietc  /  was  accordant*  to  hir  Cote 
Repleccion  /  ne  made  hire  neuere  sik  / 
Attempree  diete  /  was  al  hir  phisik  /  4028 

And  exercise  /  and  hertes  suffisaunco 
The  goute  /  lette  liir<'  no-tb}Tig^  for  to  daunce 
Napoplexie  /  shento  nat  hir  heedf 

No  wyn  ne  drank  /  she  /  neither  whit  ne  rcefH  4032 

Hir  bord  was  serued  moost*  w/t7«  whit  and  blak^ 
Milk*  and  broun  breed  /  in  which  she  foond  no  lak' 
Scvnd  Bacon  /  and  sonitvnio  an  Ev  or  twove 
ffor  she  was  /  as  it  wore  /  a  manor  deye  403G 

If  A  veerdf  she  haddo  /  enclosed  al  ahonto 

4.  / 

AVith  stikkcs  /  and  a  drye  dych  w?'t//-oiite 

In  wliich  /  she  hadde  a  Cok*  heel'  Channtoclerr 

In  al  the  hmd*  /  of  cruwyn*;  nas  his  peer  4040 
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His  voys  was  murier/  than  the  murie  Orgon 

On  Messedayes  /  that  in  the  chirche  gon 

Wei  sikerer/  was  his  crowyng*  in  his  logge 

Than  is  a  Clokke  /  or  an  abbey  Orlogge  4044 

By  nature  /  he  crew  eche  Ascenciown 

Of  the  equynoxial  in  thilke  totin 

ffor  whan  degrees  fiftene  weren  ascended 

Thanne  crew  he  /  that  it  myghte  nat  been  amended    4048 

His  Coomb  was  redder  /  than  the  fyn  coral 

And  batailled  /  as  it  were  a  Castcl  wal 

His  byle  was  blak*  and  as  the  leet  it  shoon 

Lyk  Asure  /  were  hise  legges  and  his  toon  4052 

Hise  nayles  /  whiter  than  the  lylye  fiour 

And  lyk«  the  burned  gold  /  was  his  colour 

This  gentil  Cok* .  hadde  in  his  goue^nauiice         [Imt  iss,  buck] 

Seuene  hennes  /  for  to  doon  al  his  plesaunce  4056 

Whiche  were  /  hise  sustres  and  his  pa^-amours 

And  wonder  lyk*  to  hym  /  as  of  colours 

Of  whiche  /  the  fairest-e  hewed  /  on  hir  throto 

Was  cleped  /  faire  damoyscle  Pertelote  4060 

Curteys  she  was  /  discreet  and  debonaire 

And  compaignable  /  and  bar  hyr  self  so  faire 

Syn  thilke  day  /  fat  she  was  seucn  nyght  oold 

lliat  trewely  /  she  hath  the  herte  in  hoolci  4064 

Of  Chauntecleer  /  loken  in  euery  lith 

He  loued  hire  so  /  fat  wel  was  hym  therwith 

But  swiche  a  ioye  was  if  to  here  hem  synge 

Whan  Jjat  /  the  brighte  sonne  /  bigan  to  sprynge        4068 

In  sweete  accord  /  My  lief*  is  faren  in  londe 

ffor  thilke  tyme  /  as  I  haue  vnderstonde 

Beestes  and  briddes  /  koude  speke  and  synge 

^  And  so  bifel  /  that  in  the  dawenynge  4072 

As  Chauntecleer  /  among  hise  wyues  alle 

Sat  on  his  perche  /  that  was  in  the  halle 

And  next  hym  /  sat  this  faire  Pertelote 

This  Chauntecteer  /  gan  gronen  in  his  throte  4076 
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As  man  fat  in  his  dreem  /  is  drecched  score 

IT  And  whan  that  Pertelote  /  thus  herde  hym  rooi*e 

She  was  agast*  and  seyde  o  herte  deere 

What  eyleth  yow  /  to  grone  in  this  manero  4080 

Ye  been  a  verray  sleper'  /  fy  for  shame 

IF  And  he  answerde  /  and  seyde  thus  ?  /  madame 

I  pray  yow  /  that  ye  take  it  nat  agrief* 

•By  god  me  thoughte  /  I  was  in  swich  mescliief'  4084 

Eight  now  /  pat  yet  myn  herte  is  soore  afright* 

Now  god  quod  he  /  my  sweuene  recche  aright* 

And  kepe  my  body  /  out  of  foul  prisoun 

Me  mette  /  how  that*  I  romed  vp  and  doun  4088 

With-lnne  our  yeerd  /  wheer  as  I  saugh  a  becst* 

Was  lyk  an  hound  /  and  wolde  ban  maad  areesf 

Vpon  my  body  /  and  ban  had  me  deed 

His  colour/  was  bitwixe  yelow  and  reed  4092 

And  tipped  was  his  tayl  /  and  bothe  hise  eeris 

With  blak  /  vnlyk*  the  remenanf  of  hise  heeris 

His  snowte  smal  /  with  glowynge  eyen  tweye 

Yet  of  his  look*,  for  feere  almoost  I  deye  4096 

This  caused  me  /  my  gronyng*  doutelees 

IF  Avoy  quod  she  /  fy  on  yow  hertelees 

Alias  quod  she  /  for  by  that  god  aboue 

Now  ban  ye  lost*  myn  hert€  and  al  my  loue  4100 

I  kan  nat  loue  a  Coward  /  by  my  feith 

ffor  certes  /  what  so  any  wo?/iman  seith 

AVe  alle  desiren  /  if  it  myghte  bee  [leaf  ih4j 

To  ban  housbondes  /  hardy  wise  and  free  4104 

And  secree  /  and  no  Nygard  /  ne  no  fool 

Ne  hym  /  J)t/t  is  agast  of  eucry  tool 

Ne  noon  auauntour  /  by  that  god  aboue 

How  dorste  ye  seyn  for  sliame  /  vn-to  youre  loue         4108 

That  any  thyng*  myghte  make  yow  aferd 

Hauc  ye  no  mannes  herte  /  and  han  a  l)t'i"d 

H  Alliis  and  konne  ye  been  agast^  of  swouenys 

No  tliyng*  god  woot^  /  but  vanitee  in  sweuene  is  411 'J 
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Sweuenes  /  engendien  of  repleccions 

And  ofbe  of  fume  /  and  of  complecciofis 

Whan  humours  /  been  to  habundant*  in  a  wighf 

IT  Certes  this  dreem  /  which  ye  han  met  to-nyghf       4116 

Cometh  /  of  greet  superflujrtee 

Of  youre  rede  Colera  pardee 

Which  causeth  folk  /  to  dreden  in  hir  dremes 

Of  Arwes  /  and  of  fyre  with  rede  lemes  4120 

Of  grete  beestes  /  that  they  wol  hem  byte 

Of  conteke^  and  of  whelpes  /  grete  and  lyte 

Right  as  the  humour/  of  Malencolie 

Causeth  ful  many  a  man  /  in  sleeps  to  crie  4124 

ffor  feere  of  blake  beres  /  or  boles  blake 

Or  elles  /  blake  deueles  wolo  hem  take 

IT  Of  othere  humours  /  koude  I  telle  also 

That  werken  many  a  man  /  in  sleeps  ful  wo  4128 

But  I  wol  passe  /  as  lightly  as  I  kan 

LO  Catofk  which  fat  was  po  wys  a  man 
Seyde  he  nat  thus  /  ne  do  no  fors  of  dremes 
IT  Now  sire  quod  she  /  whan  ye  flee  fro  the  bcmes      4132 
ffor  goddes  loue  /  as  taak*  som  laxatyf* 
Vp  peril  of  my  soule  /  and  of  my  lyf* 
I  conseille  yow  the  bcste  /  I.  wol  nat  lye 
That  bothe  of  Colore  /  and  of  Malencolye  4136 

Ye  purge  yow  /  and  for  ye  shal  nat  tarie 
Though  in  this  toun  /  is  noon  Apothecarie 
I  shal  my  self*,  to  herbes  techen  yow 
That  shul  been  /  for  youre  hele  /  aud  for  youre  prow  4140 
And  in  oure  yeerd  /  tho  herbes  shal  I  fynde 
The  whiche  han  /  of  hire  propretee  by  kynde 
To  purge  yow  /  bjmethe  and  eek  aboue 
fforyet  nat  this  /  for  goddes  owene  loue  4144 

Ye  been  ful  coleryk*  of  complecciofl 
Ware  the  sonne  /  in  his  ascencioft 
Ne  fynde  yow  nat  repleet*  of  humours  hoote , 
And  if  it  do  /  I  dar  wel  leye  a  grote  4148 
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That  ye  sliul  haue  /  a  flfeuere  terciane 

Or  an  Agu  /  that  may  be  youre  bane 

A  day  or  two  /  ye  shul  haue  digestyues  oeaf  im,  i«ok] 

Of  wormes  /  er  ye  take  youre  laxatyues  4152 

Of  lawriol  /  Centaure  /  and  ffumetere 

Or  elles  of  Ellebor  /  that  groweth  there 

Of  katapuce  /  or  of  Gaitrys  beryis 

Of  herbe  yue  growyng*  in  ouje  yeerd  ther  mery  is       4156 

Pekke  hem  vp  liglfef  as  they  growe  and  ete  hem  yn 

Be  myrie  housbonde  /  for  youre  fader  kyn 

Dredeth  no  dreem  /  I  kan  sey  yow  namoore 

Madame  quod  he  /  graunf  mercy  of  youre  loore    4160 
But  nathelees  /  as  touchyng*  Daun  Catoun 
That  hath  of  wysdom  /  swich  a  greet  renoun 
Though  that  he  bad  /  no  dremes  for  to  drcde 
By  god  /  men  may  /  in  olde  bookes  rede  4164 

Of  many  a  man  /  moore  of  Auctorite 
Than  euere  Caton  was  /  so  moot  I  thee 
That  al  the  reuers  seyn  /  of  this  sentence 
And  ban  wel  founden  by  experience  4168 

That  dremes  /  been  significaciofis 
As  wel  of  love  /  as  of  tribulacions 
That  folk  enduren  /  in  this  lif  present* 
Ther  nedeth  /  make  of  this  noon  Argument*  4172 

The  ve?-ray  preeue  /  sheweth  it  in  dede 
IT  Oon  /  of  the  grettestc  Auctour  /  pat  men  rede  %  NofadeSompnio 
Seith  thus  /  fat  whilom  two  felawes  wente 
On  pilgrnnage  /  in  a  ful  good  entente  4176 

And  happed  so  /  they  coomen  in  a  toun 
Wher  as  ther  was  /  swich  congregacioun 
Of  peple  /  and  eek*  so  streif  of  herbergage 
That  they  ne  founde  /  as  muclio  as  o  cotago  4180 

In  which  they  bothe  /  myghte  logged  bee 
Wlierfore  /  they  mosten  of  necessitee 
As  for  that*  nyglit*  departen  conipaignyo 
And  ech  of  hem  /  gooth  to  his  hostelryo  4184 
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And  took^  his  loggyng*  as  it  wolde  falle 

That  oon  of  hem  /  was  logged  in  a  stalle 

ffer  in  a  yeeni  /  with  Oxen  of  the  plough 

That  oother  man  /  was  logged  wel  ynougli  41 8d 

As  was  his  Auenture  /  or  his  fTortune 

That  vs  gouemeth  alle  /  as  in  commune 

IF  And  so  bifel  /  fat  longe  ev  it  were  day 

.1.  drvroed 

This  man  mette  in  his  bed  ther  as  he  lay  4192 

How  pat  his  felawe  /  gan  vp-on  hym  calle 

And  seyde  Alias  /  for  in  an  Oxes  stalle 

This  nyght  I  shal  be  mordred  /  ther  I  lyo 

Now  help«  me  deere  brother  /  or  I  dye  4196 

In  alle  haste  /  com  to  me  he  sayde 

IF  This  man  out  of  his  sleeps  /  for  feere  abrayde 

But  whan  that  ho  was  wakened  /  of  his  sleeps  riwf  luj 

He  turned  hym  /  and  took  of  it  no  keepe  4200 

Hym  thoughte  /his  dreem  nas  but*  a  vanitee 

Thus  twies  /  in  his  slepyng*  dremed  hee 

And  atte  thridde  tyme  /  yet  his  felawe 

Cam  as  hym  thoughte  /  and  seide  .1  am  now  slawe     4204 

Bihoold  my  bloody  woundes  depe  and  wyde 

Arys  vp  erly  /  in  the  morwe  tyde 

And  at  the  West  gate  /  of  the  toun  quod  he 

A  Carte  /  ful  of  donge  /  ther  shal  tow  sc  4208 

In  Which  /  my  body  is  hid  /  ful  pmiely 

Do  thilke  Carte  /  arresten  boldcly 

My  gold  caused  my  mordre  /  sooth  to  sayn 

And  tolde  hym  euery  point*  how  he  was  shiyn  4212 

With  a  ful  pitous  face  /  pale  of  hewe 

And  truste  wel  /  his  dreem  he  foond  ful  trewo 

tfor  on  the  morwe  /  as  soone  as  it  was  day 

To  his  felawes  In  /  he  took  the  way  4216 

And  whan  pat  he  cam  /  to  this  Oxes  stalle 

After  his  felawe  /  he  bigan  to  calle 

IF  The  hostiler  /  answerde  hym  anon 

And  seyde  sire  /  your*  felawe  is  agon  4220 
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As  soone  as  day  /  he  wente  out  of  the  toun 

IF  This  man  /  gan  fallen  in  suspecioun 

Remembrynge  /  on  hiae  dremes  /  fat  he  mette 

And.  forth  he  gooth  /  no  lenger  wolde  he  lette  4224 

Vn-to  the  westgate  of  the  toun  /  and  fondl 

A  dong  Carte  /  as  it  were  to  donge  lond 

That  was  arrayed  /  in  that  same  wise 

As  ye  han  heni  /  the  dede  man  deuyse  4228 

And  with  an  hardy  herte  /  he  gan  to  crye 

Vengeance  and  lustice  /  of  this  felon  ye 

My  felawe  /  mordred  is  /  this  same  nyght* 

And  in  this  Carte  /  heere  he  lith  gapyng  vprighf        4232 

I  crye  ouf  on  the  Ministres  quod  he 

That  sholden  kepe  /  and  reulen  this  Citee 

Harrow  alias  /  heere  lith  my  felawe  slayn 

What  sholde  I  moore  /  yn-to  this  tale  sayn  4236 

The  peple  out  sterte  /  and  caste  the  Carf  to  grounde 

And  in  the  myddel  of  the  dong*  they  founde 

The  dede  man  /  that  mordred  was  al  newe 

Oblisful  god  /  that  art  so  lusf  and  trewe  f  Auctor 

Lo  /  ho  we  fat  thou  biwreyesf  mordre  alway      4241 
Mordre  wol  out  /  that  se  we  day  by  day 
Mordre  /  is  so  wlatsom  /  and  abhomynable 
To  god  /  that  is  so  lust*  and  resonable  4244 

That  he  /  ne  wol  nat/  suffre  it  heled  be 
Though  it  abyde  /  a  yeer  /  or  two  /  or  thre 
Mordre  wol  out*  this  my  conclusiovm  [leaf  iss,  back] 

And  right  anon  /  Ministres  of  that  toun  4248 

Han  bent  the  Cartel^  /  and  so  soore  hym  pyned 
And  eek  the  hostiler  /  so  soore  engyned 
That  they  biknewe  /  hire  wikkednessc  anon 
And  were  an-hanged  /  by  the  nekke  bou  4252 

IT  Heere  may  men  seen  /  pat  dremes  been  to  drede 
And  certes  /  in  the  same  book  /  I  redo 
Right*  in  the  nexte  Cliapitre  after  tliis 
I  gabbo  nat*.  so  haue  I  ioye  or  blis  4256 

ELLKSMERE    512    («-T.  2«P) 


290    SIX-TEXT 

ououp  B.  §  14.  nun's  priest's  tale.  EUetmere  MS. 


T 


WO  men  /  that  wolde  han  passed  oner  see       '  Adhnc  de 

'  ^  aompnio 

ffor  certeyn  cause  /  in  to  a  fer  contree 

If  that  the  wynd  /  no  hadde  been  contrarie 

That  made  hem  /  in  a  Citee  for  to  tarie  4260 

That  stood  fnl  myrie  /  vpon  an  hauen  syde 

But  on  a  day  /  agayn  the  euen  tyde 

The  wynd  gan  chaunge  /  and  blew  right*  as  hem  leste 

lolif  and  glad  /  they  wente  vn-to  hir  reste  4264 

And  casten  hem  /  ful  erly  for  to  saille 

IT  But  herkneth  /  to  that  o  man  /  fil  a  greet  meniaille 

That  oon  of  hem  /  in  slepyng*  as  he  lay 

Hym  mette  a  wonder  dreem  /  agayn  the  day  4268 

Him  thoughte  /  a  man  stood  by  his  beddes  syde 

And  hym  comanded  /  ^t  he  sholde  abyde 

And  seyde  hym  thus  /  if  thou  tomo^^ve  wende 

Thow  shalt  be  dreynf  my  tale  is  at  an  ende  4272 

IF  He  wook  /  and  tolde  his  felawe  what  he  mette 

And  preyde  hym  /  his  viage  to  lette 

As  for  that  day  /  he  preyde  hym  to  byde 

IT  His  felawe  /  that  lay  /  by  his  beddes  syde  4276 

Gan  for  to  laughe  /  and  scorned  him  fid  faste 

No  dreem  quod  he  /  may  so  myn  herte  agaste 

That  I  wol  lette  /  for  to  do  my  thynges 

I  sette  nat  a  straw  /  by  thy  dremynges  4280 

ffor  sweuenes  /  been  but  vanytee«  and  lapes 

Men  dreme  al  day  /  of  Owles  /  or  of  Apes 

And  of  many  a  maze  /  thor-with-al 

Men  dreme  of  thyng^  pat  neuere  was  njj  shal  4284 

But  sith  I  see  /  that  thou  wolt*  heere  abyde 

And  thus  forslewthen  /  wilfully  thy  tyde 

God  woot*  it  reweth  me  /  and  haue  good  day 

And  thus  /  he  took  his  leue  /  and  wente  his  way        4288 

But  er  pat  he  hadde  /  half  his  cours  yseyled 

Noot  I  nat  why  /  ne  what  myschaunce  it  eyled 

But  casuelly  /  the  sluppes  botme  rente 

And  sliip^  and  man  /  vnder  the  water  wente  4292 
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In  siglite  of  othere  shippes  /  it  bisyde 

That  with  hem  seylecl  /  at  the  same  tyde 

And  therfore  /  fairs  Pertelote  so  deere  [ie«f  i86] 

By  swiche  ensamples  olde  /  yet  maistow  leere  4296 

That  no  man  /  sholde  been  to  recchelees 

Of  dremes  /  for  I  seye  thee  doutelees 

That  many  a  dreem  /  ful  soore  is  for  to  drede 

LO  /  in  the  lyf  of  seint  kenelm  /  I  rede  J[  j[^„'5Sf"*°*"*^ 
That  was  kenulphus  sone  /  the  noble  kyng* 
Of  Mertcnrike  /  how  kenehn  mette  a  thyng* 
A  lite  er  he  was  mordred  /  on  a  day 
His  mordre  /  in  his  Auysiofi  he  say  4304 

His  Norice  /  hym  expowned  euery  deel 
His  sweuene  /  and  bad  hym  for  to  kepe  hym  weel 
ffor  traisofi  /  but  he  nas  but  .vij.  yeer  ooldl 
And  therfore  /  litel  tale  hath  he  tooldl  4308 

Of  any  dreem  /  so  hooly  is  his  herte 
By  god  /  I  hadde  leuere  than  my  sherte 
That  ye  hadde  rad  his  legende  /  as  haue  I. 
Dame  "Pertelote  /  I  sey  yow  trewely  4312 

Macrobeus  /  that  writ  the  Avision 
In  Affrike  /  of  the  worthy  Cipion 
Affermeth  dremes  /  and  seith  fat  they  been 
Warnynge  of  thynges  /  pat  men  after  seen  4316 

IF  And  forther-moore  I  pray  yow  looketh  wel        ^  Adhuc  de 
In  the  olde  testament*  of  Daniel 
If  he  /  heeld  dremes  any  vanitec 

IF  Reed  eek*  of  loseph  /  and  ther  shul  ye  see  4320 

Whcr  dremes  be  somtyme  /  I  sey  nat  alle 
"Warnynge  /  of  thynges  /  fr/t  shul  after  falle 
IT  Locke  of  Egipte  /  the  kyng*  daun  Pharao 
His  Bakei^  /  and  his  Butiller  also  4324 

AVTier  they  ne  felte  noon  effect*  in  dremes 
"Who  so  wol  seken  actes  /  of  sondry  Bemes 
May  rede  of  dremos  /  many  a  wonder  thyng* 
IF  Lo  Cresus  /  which  pot  was  of  Lyde  kyng*  4328 
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Mette  he  nat*  that  he  sat  vp-on  a  tree 

Which  signified  /  he  sholde  anhanged  beo 

IF  Lo  heero  Adromacha  /  Ectores  wjf* 

That  day  /  that  Ector  /  sholde  lese  his  lyf*  4332 

She  dremed  /  on  the  same  nyght  bifom 

How  yat  the  lyf  of  Ector  /  sholde  be  lome 

If  thilke  day  /  he  wcnte  in-to  bataille 

She  warned  hym  /  but*  it  myghte  nat  auaillo  4336 

He  wente  /  for  to  fighte  natheles 

But  he  was  slayn  anon  of  Achilles 

But  thilke  tale  is  al  to  longe  for  to  telle 

And  eek*  it  is  ny  day  /  I  may  nat  dwelle  4340 

Shortly  I  seye  /  as  for  conclusiofi 

That  I  shal  han  /  of  this  Avisioil 

Aduersitee  /.  and  I  seye  forthermoor  nMfii»,bMrkj 

That  I  ne  telle  /  of  laxatyues  no  stoor  4344 

ffor  they  been  venymes  /  I  woot  it  weel 

I  hem  diffye  /  I  loue  hem  neuer  a  deel 

IT  Now  let  vs  speke  of  myrthe  /  and  stynte  al  this 

Madame  Portelote  /  so  haue  I  blis  4348 

Of  o  thyng<  god  hath  sent  me  large  grace 

ffor  whan  I  se  /  the  beautee  of  youre  face 

Ye  been  so  scarlet*  reed  /  aboute  youre  eyen 

It  maketh  /  al  my  drede  for  to  dyen  4352 

ffor  al  so  siker  /  as  In  principio 

Malier  est*  hominis  confusio 

IT  Madame  /  the  sentence  /  of  this  latyn  is 

Womman  is  mannes  loye  /  and  al  his  blis  4356 

ffor  whan  I  feele  a  nyght*  your*  softe  syde 

Al  be  if  that  I  may  nat*  on  yow  lyde 

ffor  ])at  oure  p^rche  /  is  maad  so  narwe  alias 

I  am  so  ful  of  ioye  /  and  of  solas  4360 

That  I  diffye  /  bothe  sweuene  and  dreem 

And  with  that  word  /  he  fly  doun  fro  the  becm 

ffor  it  was  day  /  and  eke  hise  hennes  alle 

And  Mrith  a  chuk  /  he  gan  hem  for  to  calle  4364 
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ffor  he  hftdde  fouade  a  com  /  lay  in  the  ycnl 
IttHtl  he  WHS  /  ha  was  iiamoore  afei-ill 
And  fetltered  Pertelote  /  twenty  tyme 
Ami  trad  as  ofte  /  er  it  ivas  prj'me  4368 

He  looketh  /  ns  it  were  /  ei  grym  leoiiii 
And  on  liiso  tooB  /  he  rometh  vp  and  douii 
Hyin  doigned  naf  to  sette  liis  foot  to  groundc 
He  chukketh  /  whan  hii  hatli  a  com  yfound«  4372 

And  to  hyni  muneii  thanno  /  hise  wyuea  allu 
Thus  roiol  /  as  a  prince  ia  in  on  halie 
Leue  I  this  Chauntocleer  /  in  hia  pasture 
And  after  /  wol  I  telk  /  his  auentur«  i'J'Q 

ATI  Than  pat  the  Muuthe  /  la  which  the  world  bigaii 
T  T      That  higlito  Marcfi  /  whan  god  first  mukcHl  uiiin 
Was  conipleet*  and  passed  were  also 

Syn  Mardi  Ijigan  /  thritty  dayes  and  two  4380 

Itifel  /  that  Chauntocleer  /  in  id  his  piydc 
Hise  seuene  wyuca  /  walkyngo  by  his  syile 
Ciwto  vp  hiae  eyen  /  to  the  brighte  9onn<; 
That  in  tho  signo  of  Taunis  /  Iwddc  yroniie  1384 

Twenty  d^^ieea  and  oon  /  and  aom-what  moore 
And  knew  by  kynde  /  and  by  noon  oother  loore 
That  it  waa  Pryme  /  and  crew  witA  Uisful  steuene 
The  Sonne  he  seyde  /  is  clomben  vp  on  heuene  4386 

tfourty  degrees  and  oon  /  and  moore  ywjs 
Madame  Fertolote  /  my  worldes  blia 
Herkncth  thise  btisful  briddes  /  how  they  synge       Omi  in] 
And  se  /  the  fress&e  flourea  /  how  they  sprynge  4392 

fful  is  niyn  herte  /  of  reuel  and  solas 
But  Bodeynly  /  hym  fil  a  sorweful  cas 
tfor  cuere  /  the  latter  ende  of  ioye  is  wo 
God  woof  fat  worldly  ioye  /  is  soone  ago  4396 

And  if  a  llethor  /  koude  faire  endite 
He  in  a  Cronycle  saufly  mygfite  it  write 
As  for  a  souereyn  notabilitee  IT  I'otrus  Coraestor 

Now  eueiy  wye  man  /  lat  liim  lierkne  me  4400 
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This  stoiie  /  is  al  so  trewe  I  vndertake 

As  is  the  book  /  of  launcelot*  dfe  lake 

That  wommen  holdo  /  in  f ul  greet  reuerence 

Now  wol  I  /  come  /  agajn  to  my  sentence  4404 

AColfox  /  ful  of  sly  Iniquitee 
That  in  the  groue  /  hadde  wonned  yeres  three 
By  heigh  ymaginaciofi  /  fom-cast* 

The  same  nyght  /  thurgh-out  the  hegges  brast*  4408 

In-to  the  yerd  /  ther  Chaontecleer  the  faire 
Was  wont*  and  eek  hise  wyuos  to  repaire 
And  in  a  bed  of  wortes  /  stille  he  lay 
Til  it  was  passed  /  vndren  of  the  day  4412 

Waitynge  his  tyme  /  on  Chauntecleer  to  falle 
As  gladly  /  doon  thise  homycides  alle 
That  in  await  liggen  /  to  mordre  men 
0  false  moidiour  /  lurkynge  in  thy  den  4416 

O  newe  Scariof  newe  Genylon) 
ffalse  dissynnlour  /  o  greek*  synoh) 
That  broghtest  Troye  /  al  outrely  to  sorwe 
0  Chauntecleer  /  acursed  be  that  morwe  4420 

That  thou  in-to  that  yen}  /  flaugh  fro  the  hemes 
Thou  were  /  ful  wel  ywamed  by  thy  dremes 
That  thilke  day  /  was  perilous  to  thee 
But  what  pat  god  forwoot*  moot  nedes  bee  4424 

After  the  opinioik  /  of  certein  clorkis 
Witnesse  on  hym  /  that  any  parfit  clerk*  is 
That  in  scole  /  is  greet  altercaciofl 

In  this  mateere  /  and  greet  disputisofi  4428 

And  hath  been  /  of  an  hundred  thousand  men 
But  I  ne  kan  naf  bidte  it  to  the  bren 
As  kan  the  hooly  doctour  Augustyn 
Or  Boece  /  or  the  Bisshope  Bradwardyn  4432 

Wheither  /  that  goddes  /  worthy  forwityng* 
Streyneth  me  /  nedefully  to  doon  a  thyng* 
Nedely  /  clepe  I  /  symple  necessitee 
Or  elles  /  if  free  choys  be  graunted  me  4436 
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To  do  that  same  thyng*.  or  do  it  nogfif 

Thougli  god  forwoof  if  er  pat  it  was  Avrogfif 

Or  if  his  wityng*.  streyneth  neuer  a  deel  Ocaf  is?,  Uwki 

But  by  necessitee  condicioneel  4440 

I  wil  nat  han  to  do  /  of  swich  mateere 

My  tale  is  of  a  Cok* .  as  ye  may  heero 

That  took  his  conseil  /  of  his  wyf  yfiVi  sorwe 

To  walken  in  the  yeixJ  /  vpon  that  morwe  4444 

That  he  hadde  met  that  dreem  /  ^at  I  of  toldc 

Wowimennes  conseils  /  been  ful  ofte  colde 

Wowimannes  conseil  /  broghte  vs  first  to  wo 

And  made  Adam  /  out  of  Paradys  to  go  4448 

Ther  as  he  was  ful  myrie  /  and  wel  at  ese 

But  for  I  noot*  to  whom  it  myght  displese 

If  I  /  conseil  of  wo?wmen  wolde  blame 

Passe  ouer  /  for  I  seye  it  in  my  game  4452 

Kede  Auctours  /  where  they  trete  /  of  swich  mateere 

And  what  they  seyn  of  wommen  /  ye  may  heere 

Thise  been  the  Cokkes  wordes  /  and  nat  myno 

I  kan  noon  harm  /  of  no  womman  diuyne  4456 

Faire  in  the  soondl  /  to  bathe  liire  myriiy 
Lith  Pertelote  /  and  alle  hire  sustres  by 
Agayn  the  sonne  /  and  Chauntecleer  so  free 
Soong*  murier  /  than  the  Mermayde  in  the  see  4400 

ffor  Phisiologus  /  seith  sikerly 
How  fat  they  syngen  /  wel  and  myriiy 
IF  And  so  bifel  /  that  as  he  cast  his  eye 
Among*  the  wortcs  /  on  a  Boterflye  4464 

He  was  war  of  this  fox  /  fat  lay  ful  lowe 
No-thyng<  ne  liste  hym  tlianne  for  to  crowe 
But  cride  anon  cok  /  cok  /  and  vp  he  sterte 
As  man  /  that  was  affrayed  in  his  herte  4468 

ffor  natureelly  /  a  bcest^  desire th  flee 
ffro  his  contrarie  /.  if  he  may  it  see 
Though  he  neuer  erst*,  hadde  seyn  it  with  his  eye 
IT  This  Chauntecleer  /  whan  he  gan  hym  esjiye  4472 
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He  wolde  han  fled  /  but  that  the  fox  anon 

Seyde  gentil  sire  /  alias  wher  wol  ye  gon 

Be  ye  affrayed  of  me  /  that  am  youre  freendl 

Now  certes  /  I  were  worse  than  a  feendl  4476 

If  I  to  yow  /  wolde  harm  /  or  vile}Tiye 

I  am  nat  come  /  your  conseil  for  tespye 

But  trewely  /  the  cause  of  my  comynge 

Was  oonly  /  for  to  herkne  how  that  ye  synge  4480 

ifor  trewely  /  ye  haue  as  myrie  a  steuene 

As  any  Aungel  /  that  is  in  heuene 

Ther-with  ye  han  in  Musyk*  moore  feelynge 

Than  hadde  Boece  /  or  any  pat  kan  synge  4484 

My  lord  youre  fader  /  god  his  soule  blesse 

And  eek  youre  mooder/  of  hire  gentillesse 

Han  in  myn  hous  ybeen  /  to  my  greet  ese  [^ti9S] 

And  certes  sire  /  ful  fayn  wolde  I  yow  plese  4488 

IF  But  for  men  speke  of  syngyng*  I  wol  yow  seye 

So  moote  I  brouke  wel  /  myne  eyen  tweye 

Saue  yow  /  herde  I  neuei-e  man  yet  synge 

As  dide  youre  fader  /  in  the  morwenynge  4492 

Certes  /  it  was  of  herte  /  al  that  he  song* 

And  for  to  make  /  his  voys  /  the  moore  strong* 

He  wolde  so  puyne  hym  /  that  wttA  bo  the  hise  eyen 

He  moste  wynke  /  so  loude  he  wolde  cryen  4496 

And  stonden  on  his  tiptoon  /  ther-with-al 

And  strecche  forth  his  nekke  /  long*  and  smal 

And  eek  he  was  /  of  swich  discreciofl 

That  ther  nas  /  no  man  in  no  Kegiofi  4500 

That  hym  /  in  song*  or  wisedom  myghte  passe 

I  haue  wel  rad  /  in  daun  Bumel  the  Asse 

Among*  hise  vers  /  how  that  ther  was  a  Cok* 

ffor  that  a  preestes  sone  /  yaf  hym  a  knok*  4504 

Vp-on  his  leg*  whil  ho  was  yong  and  nyce 

He  made  hym  /  for  to  lese  his  benefice 

But  certeyn  /  ther  nys  no  comparisoft 

Bitwixe  /  the  wisedom  /  and  discrecion  4508 

ELLE8MERE    619  (6-T.  296) 


297  BiX-TEset 

GBOUbJ^    I  iir  |rim^30PlUB8T*8  SIl0iflU(ni  MS. 

Of  yoaie  fader  /  and  of  his  snbtiltee 

Now  syngeth  siie  /  for  seinte  charitee 

Lat  86  /  konne  ye  youre  fader  oountrefete 

f  This  Chauntecleer  /  hiae  wyngea  gan  to  bete  4512 

Aa  man  /  ^t  koude  his  tiaysofl  nat  espie 

So  uraa  he  lauysslied  with  hia  flat^e 

AUaa  ye  loides  /  many  a  fala  flatour 
Is  in  yonze  Codrtea  /  and  many  a  loaengeonr     4516 
That  pleaen  yow  /  wel  moore  by  my  feith 
Than  he  /  that  aooth&stnesBe  /  vn-to  yow  seith 
Bedeth  Ecdesiaate  /  of  fflateiye 

Beth  war  ye  lordea  /  of  hir  trecheiye  4520 

f  This  Chaontecleer  /  stood  hye  yp  on  hia  toos 
Strecchynge  his  nekke  /  and  heeld  hiae  eyen  clooa 
And  gan  to  crowe  /  loude  for  the  nones 
And  daun  Eussdft  the  fox  /  stirte  vp  atones  4524 

And  by  the  gaigaf  hente  Chaontecleer 
And  on  his  bak  /  toward  the  wode  hym  beer 
ffor  yef  ne  was  ther  no  man  /  ]>at  hym  sewed 
IT  0  destinee  /  that  mayst  nat  been  eschewed  4528 

Alias  /  pat  Chaontecleer  /  fleigh  fro  the  hemes 
Alias  /  his  wyf  /  ne  roghte  nat  of  dremes 
And  on  a  friday  /  fil  al  this  meschaunce 
IT  O  Yenos  /  that  art  goddesse  of  plesaonce  4532 

Syn  thaf  thy  seroant*.  was  this  Chaontecleer      D<«fi88«iMeki 
And  in  thy  seroyce  /  dido  al  his  poweer 
Moore  for  delit*  than  world  to  moltiplye 
Why  woltestow  so£fre  hym  /  on  thy  day  to  dye  4536 

IT  0  Gaofredl  deere  Maister  sooerayn 
That*  whan  thy  worthy  kyng<  Eichard  was  slayn 
With  shot* .  compleynedesf  his  deeth  so  soere 
Why  ne  hadde  I  now  /  thy  sentence  /  and  thy  loore  4540 
The  friday  for  to  chide  /  as  diden  ye 
ifor  on  a  friday  /  soothly  slayn  was  he 
Thanne  wolde  I  shewe  yow  /  how  fat  I  koude  plcyne 
ffor  Chauntecleres  drede  /  and  for  his  peyne  4544 

ELLESMERE  620   (6-T.  297) 


298   SIX-TEXT 

GROUP  B.  §  14.  NUN*s  priest's  TALE.  EUesmero  MS. 

IF  Certes  /  swich  cry  /  ne  lamentacion) 

Was  neucre  /  of  ladyes  maad  /  whan  Ylion) 

Was  wonne  /  and  Pimis  witJi  his  streite  swenl 

Whan  he  hadde  hent*  kyng  Priam  /  by  the  herd         4548 

And  slayn  hym  /  as  seith  vs  Eneydos 

As  maden  /  alle  the  hennes  in  the  clos 

Whan  they  had  seyn  /  of  Chauntecleer  the  sig)ite 

But  sodeynly  /  dame  Pertelote  shrighte  4552 

fful  louder/  than  dide  Hasdrubales  wyf 

Whan  fat  hir  housbonde  /  hadde  lost  his  \yf* 

And  pat  the  Romayns  /  hadde  brend  Cartage 

She  was  /  so  ful  of  torment*  and  of  rage  4556 

That  wilfully  /  in-to  the  fyr  she  sterte 

And  brende  hir  scluen  /  with  a  stedefast  herte 

IF  O  woful  hennes  /  right  so  criden  ye 

As  whan  that  Nero  /  brende  the  Citee  4560 

Of  Rome  /  cry  den  senatours  wynes 

ffor  ^t  hir  husbondes  losten  alle  hir  lyues 

With-outen  gilf  this  Nero  hath  hem  slayn 

Now  tume  I  wole  /.  to  my  tale  agayn  4564 

This  sely  wydwe  /  and  eek*  hir  doghtres  two 
Herden  thise  hennes  crie  /  and  maken  wo 
And  out  at  dores  /  stirten  they  anon 
And  syen  the  fox  /  toward  the  groue  gon  4568 

And  bar  vp-on  his  bak  /  the  Cok*  away 
And  cryden  out*  harrow  /  and  weylaway 
Ha .  ha  /  the  fox  /  and  after  hym  they  ran 
And  eek*  with  staues  /  many  another  man  4572 

Ran  Colle  oure  dogge  /  and  Talbot*  and  Gcrland 
And  Malkyn  /  with  a  dystaf  /  in  hir  handl 
Ran  Cow  and  Calf*  and  the  verray  hogges 
So  fered  /  for  berkyng*  of  the  dogges  4576 

And  shoutyug*  of  the  men  and  wommen  eek*  * 
They  ronne  so  /  hem  thoughte  hir  herte  breek* 
They  yolleden  /  as  foendes  doon  in  belle 
The  dokes  crydon  /  as  men  wolde  hem  quelle  4580 
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The  gees  for  feere  /  flowen  owor  the  trees  CMuQ 

Out  of  the  hyye  /  cam  the  swarm  of  bees 

So  hydous  was  the  noyse  /  a  benedicitee 

Certes  /  he  lakke  Stiaw  /  and  his  meynee  4d84 

Ne  made  neutfre  /  shoutes  /  half  so  shille 

Whan^t  they  wolden  /  any  fiemyng  kille 

As  thilke  day/  was  maad  vpon  the  fox 

Of  bras  /  they  bzoghten  hemes  and  of  box  4588 

Of  horn  /  of  boon  /  in  whiche  they  blewe  and  powped 

And  ther-with-al  /  they  skziked  /  and  they  howped 

It  semed  /  as  that  henene  sholde  falle 

S'ow  goode  men  / 1  pray  yow  herkneth  alle  4598 

Lo  /  how  ffortune  /  tameth  sodeynly 
The  hope  /  and  piyde  /  of  hir  enemy 
This  Cok  /  that  lay  ypon  the  foxes  bak^ 
In  al  his  diede  /  vn-to  the  fox  he  spak*  4596 

And  seyde  sire  /  if  that  I  were  as  ye 
Yet  wolde  I  seyn  /  as  wys  god  helpe  me 
Tameth  agayn  /  ye  proude  cherles  alle 
A  verray  pestilence  /  vp-on  yow  falle  4600 

Now  am  I  come  /  vn-to  the  wodes  syde 
Maugree  youre  heed  /  the  Cox  shal  heere  abyde 
I  wol  hym  ete  in  feith  /  and  that  anon 
IT  The  fox  answerde  /  in  feith  it  shal  be  don  4G04 

And  as  he  spak  that  word  /  al  sodeynly 
This  Cok  /  brak  from  his  mouth  delyuerly 
And  heighe  vp-on  a  tree  /  he  fleigh  anon 
And  whan  the  fox  sangh  /  feci  he  was  gon  4608 

IT  Alias  quod  he  /  o  Chauntecleer  /  alias 
I  haue  to  yow  qnod  he  ydoon  trespas 
In  as  muclie  /  as  I  maked  yow  afen} 
Whan  I  yow  hento  /  and  broght  in  to  this  yerd  4612 

But  sire  I  dide  iV .  of  no  wikke  entente 
Com  doun  /  and  I  shal  telle  yow  what  I  mente 
I  shal  seye  sooth  to  yow  /  god  help  me  so 
IF  Nay  thanne  quod  he  /  I  shrewe  vs  bothe  two  4616 
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And  first*  I  shrewe  my  self  /  bothe  blood  and  bones 

K thou  bigyle  me  /any  ofter  than  ones 

Thou  shalt  na  moore  /  thurgh  thy  flatefye 

Do  me  to  synge  /  and  wynke  with  myn  eye  4620 

ffor  he  that  wynketh  /  whan  he  sholde  see 

Al  wilfully  /  god  lat  him  neuere  thee 

IF  Nay  quod  the  fox  /  but  god  yeue  hym  meschaunce 

That  is  so  /  vndiscreef  of  gouemaunce  4G24 

That  langleth  /  whan  he  sholde  holde  his  pees 

IF  Lo  swich  it  is  /  for  to  be  recchelees 

And  necligent*  and  truste  on  flaterye 

IT  But  ye  /  that  holden  /  this  tale  a  folye  4628 

As  of  a  fox  /  or  of  a  Cok  and  Hen  n«^i».  b^-k] 

Taketh  the  moralite  /  goode  men 

ffor  seint  Paul  seith  /  fat  al  that  >mten  is 

To  oure  doctrine  /  it  is  ywrite  ywis  4632 

Taketh  the  fruyt*  and  lat  the  chaf  be  stille 

Now  goode  god  /  if  that  it  be  thy  wille 

As  seith  my  lord  /  so  make  vs  alle  iroode  men  '  •caieeidomi' 

And  brynge  vs  /  to  his  heighe  blisso  Amen      j^JJ^^^*"*'^* 

1[  Heere  is  ended  /  the  Nonnes  preestes  tale  ^ 


3S  1(I.LB9MER8   693  (S-T.  300) 


lUP  G.    FRAGMENT  VIII. 

5   1,     THE  SECOND  NUN'S  TALE. 
ELLE8MEEE  MS. 


[THE  PROEM.] 

rheprologe  of  the  Seconde  Nonnea  talo^  loni/m.i*', 

.  (!) 

iHe.  Miniatro  and  the  Norico  /  vn-to  vices  1 

±     Which  tliat  men  clepe  in  Eiiglissri  ydeliieBsa 
That  Porltir  of  the  gate  ia  /  of  delicus 
To  esthue  /  and  by  hire  contrarie  /  hire  opjiz-easo  4 

That  ia  to  scjti  /  by  luueful  biaynease 
Wei  oghten  we  /  to  doon  a]  oure  entente 
Lest  that  tlie  feond  /  thuryR  ydelne«He  vs  shcntci  7 

(3) 
fibr  he  /  Ihaf  with  hiee  /  thoueand  cordee  slye  8 

Continuelly  /  va  waiteth  to  biclappe 
Whan  he  may  man  /  in  ydelneBse  espye 
He  kan  so  lightly  /  cacche  hym  in  his  trappe  U 

Tit  fcA  a  man  /  be  henf  right  by  the  lappe 
He  nya  nat  war  /  the  feend  hath  hym  in  honde 
Wei  c^fite  VB  werche  /  and  ydelnesse  withstonde  14 

(3) 
And  though  men  diadden  /  neuere  for  to  dye  15 

Yet  seen  men  wel  /  by  resofi  doutelees 
Tliat  ydelnesse  /  is  roten  slogardye 

Of  which  ther  neuere  comth  /  no  good  nencroes  18 

And  seen  /  ^t  sloutho  /  it  holdetb  in  a  Icos 
Oonly  to  slepe  /  and  for  to  ete  and  drynko 
And  to  deuouien  /  al  that  othere  swynke  21 
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(4) 
And  for  to  putte  vs  /  fro  swich  ydelnesse  22 

That  cause  is  /  of  so  greet  confusiofi 
I  haue  heer  doon  /  my  feithful  bisynesse 
After  the  legende  /  in  tiunslacioft  25 

Right  of  thy  glorious  lif  and  passiofl 
Thou  with  thy  gerland/  wroght  wtt/t  rose  and  lilie 
Thee  meene  I  /  mayde  and  mooder  Cecilie  28 

(5) 

ANd  thow  /  that  flour  of  virgines  art  alle  JLJS!'***^^,^}  JJ^ 
Of  whom  that  Bernard/  list  so  wel  to  write 
To  thee  /  at  my  bigynnyng*  first  I  call 
Thou  confort  of  vs  wrecches  /  do  me  endite  32 

Thy  maydens  deeth  /  that  wan  thurgh  hire  merite 
The  etemeel  l3rf  /  and  of  the  foend  victorie 
As  man  may  after  /  rcden  in  hire  stone  35 

(6) 

Thow  mayde  and  mooder  /  doghter  of  thy  sone  36 

Thow  welle  of  mercy  /  synful  soules  cure 

In  whom  /  that  god  for  bountee  /  chees  to  wone 

Thow  humble  and  heigh  /  ouer  euery  creature  39 

Thow  nobledest*  so  ferforth  /  oure  nature 

That  no  desdeyn  /  the  makere  hadde  of  kynde 

His  sone  /  in  blood  and  flcssh  /  to  clothe  and  wynde      42 

(7) 

With-Inne  the  Cloistre  blisful  of  tliy  sydis  43 

Took  mannes  shape  /  the  etemeel  loue  and  pees 

That  of  the  tryne  compas  /  lord  and  gyde  is 

Whom  erthe  and  see  /  and  heuene  out  of  relees  46 

Ay  heryen  /  and  thou  virgine  wemmelecs 

Baar  of  thy  body  /  and  d  wel  test  may  den  pure 

The  creatour  /  of  euery  creature  49 
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Aasembled  is  in  thee  /  magnificenoe 

Witli  morof  /  goodneBse  /  And  with  swich  pitee 

That  Uum  /  Qiat  ut  the  eonne  of  exoellence 

Nat  oonly  /  helpeat  hero  that  pieyen  thee 

Kit  <dten  tjma  /  of  thy  benygnTtee 

ffkit  frely  /  et  that  men  /  thyn  help  bisecbe 

IhoQ  gooBt  bifbni  /  and  art  hir  Itbcb  leche 

w 

Now  help  thow  neeke  /  and  Uieftl  bin  ma; de 
He  flemed  wreeche  /  in  this  desert  of  galle 
^liynt  on  the  womraan  Cananee  /  that  aayde 
That  whelpee  eten  /  somme  of  the  crommeB  alle 
That*  Item  hii  lordes  table  /  been  y&lle 
.And  thougb  that  I  /  vmrortby  sone  of  Eoe 
Be  eynfiil  /  yet  accepte  my  bilene 

(10) 
And  for  that  feith  is  deed  /  with-outen  werkis 
So  for  to  werken  /  yif  me  wit  and  apace 
That  I  be  quif  fro  thennes  /  pat  moost  derk  is 
O  thon  /  that  art  so  fair  /  and  ful  of  grace 
Be  myn  Aduocaf  in  that  heigbe  |dace 
Theras  with-outen  ende  /  is  boi^  Oaanne 
Thow  Cristea  mooder  /  doghter  deeie  of  Anne 

(11) 

And  of  thy  ligfif  my  Boule  in  prison  ligbte         pi 

That  troubled  is  /  by  the  contagion 

Of  my  body  /  and  also  by  the  wighte 

Of  erthely  lust^  and  fob  aSeccion 

0  bauene  of  refuf  o  saluacioQ 

Of  bem  /  Jwt  been  in  sorwe  /  and  in  distresse 

Now  belp«  /  for  to  my  werk  I  wol  me  drcsse 
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(12) 

Yet  preye  I  yow  /  pat  reden  that  I  write  78 

fforyeue  me  /  that  I  do  no  diligence 

This  like  stone  /  subtilly  to  endite 

Sot  bo))e  haue  I  /  the  wordes  and  sentence  81 

Of  hym  /  that  at  the  seintes  reuerence 

The  stone  wroot*  and  folwen  hire  legende 

i  pray  yow  /  that  ye  wole  my  werk*  amende  84 

(13)     [THE  TALE.] 

First  wolde  I  /  the  name  of  seinte  Cecile  ZiucSSS^^^ 
Expowne  /  as  men  may  in  hir  stone  see  dSi!^£teiiiiiKMdc 
It  is  to  seye  in  englissli  /  heuenes  lilie 
ffor  pure  chaastnesse  of  virginitee  88 

Or  /  for  she  whitnesse  hadde  of  honestee 
And  grene  of  Conscience  /  and  of  good  fame 
The  soote  favour  lilie  /  was  hir  name  91 

(14) 

Or  Cecilie  is  to  seye  /  the  wey  to  blyndo  92 

ffor  she  ensample  was  /  by  good  techynge 

Or  elles  Cecile  /  as  I  writen  fynde 

Is  ioyned  /  by  a  manere  conioynynge  95 

Of  heuene  and  lia  /  and  hecre  in  iiguryngo 

The  heuene  is  set*  for  thoght*  of  hoolynesse 

And  lia  /  for  hire  lastynge  bisynesse  98 

(15) 

Cecile  /  may  eek  be  seyd  /  in  this  manere  99 

Wantynge  of  blyndnesse  /  for  hir  grete  light* 

Of  sapience  /  and  for  hire  thewes  cleere 

Or  elles  loo  /  this  maydens  name  bright*  102 

Of  beuene  and  leos  comth  /  for  which  by  right* 

Men  myghte  hire  wel  /  the  heuene  of  peple  calle 

Ensample  /  of  goode  /  and  wise  werkes  alle  105 
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(Hi) 
leo9  /  pople  in  englissli  ia  bj  ai'je  106 

tigtP  as  man  may  /  in  the  heuene  see 
BonnQ  and  moone  /  and  aterres  entry  weyo 
i  so  men  goostly  /  in  this  niayden  free  109 

'        in  of  feith  /  the  niagnanyniytee 

i  eek*  the  cleemesae  hool  /  of  sapience 
aondry  workea  /  briglite  /  of  excellence  1 1 2 

(17) 
i  tigfit/  BO  /  as  thiac  Philoaophrca  writo  [ie»rwi] 

t  heucne  is  swift'  nnd  round  /  and  eek  brennynge 
ht  so  /  was  fftire  Cetilie  the  white 
swiff  and  tisy  /  enere  in  good  werkynge  U6 

And  round  and  hool  /  in  gnod  jierseue/ynge 
id  brennyi^  euire  /  in  charite  ful  briglito 
>w  haue  I  yow  declared  what  she  highte  1 1 9 

IF  Explicit/ 
%  Here  bigynuetB  the  Soconde  Nonnca  tale  /  of  the 
lyf-  of  Seiiite  Cecile  ^S) 

TC18)  I 

his  mayden  brigfif  Cecilie  /  as  Iiir  lif  seith  | 
Was  comen  of  Komayne  /  and  of  noble  kynde  | 
And  from  hir  Cradel  /  vp  fostrod  in  the  feith  ^ 
Of  Crisf  and  bar  his  goepel  in  hii  mynde  9 

She  neuere  cessed  /  ae  I  writen  fynde  | 

Of  hir  preyere  /  and  god  to  loue  and  drede 
Biaekynge  hym  /  to  kepe  hir  maydenhede  12ti 

(19) 
And  whan  this  mayden  /  sholde  vn-to  a  man  127 

Ywedded  be '/  that  was  ful  yong  of  age 
Which  that  ycleped  was  Valerian 

And  day  was  comen  /  «f  hii-  marriage  130 

She  ful  devouf  and  humble  in  hire  corage 
Vnder  hir  robe  of  gold  /  that  sat  ful  fairo 
Iladde  next  hire  fleesti  /  yclad  hire  in  an  haire  133 
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(20) 

And  whil  the  Oigues  /  maden  melodie  134 

To  god  allone  /  in  herte  thus  sang  she 

O  lord  /  my  soule  /  and  eek  my  body  gye 

Vnwemmed  /  lest  that  it  confounded  be  137 

And  for  his  loue  /  that  dyde  /  vp-on  a  tree 

Euery  seconde  /  and  thridde  day  she  faste 

Ay  biddynge  /  in  hire  orisons  ful  faste  140 

(21) 

The  uyght  cam  /  and  to  bedde  moste  she  gon  141 

With  hire  housbonde  /  as  ofte  is  the  manere 
And  pryuely  /  to  hym  she  seyde  anon 

0  sweete  /  and  wel  biloued  spouse  deere  144 
Ther  is  a  conseil  /  and  ye  wolde  it  heere 

Which  that  right  fayn  /  I  wolde  vn-to  yow  seye 

So  that*  ye  swere  /  ye  shul  me  nat*  biwreye  147 

(22) 

If  Valerian  /  gan  faste  vn-to  hire  swere  n^f  i9i,  twek] 

That  for  no  cas  /  ne  thyng/  that  myghte  be 

He  sholde  neuere  mo  /  biwreyen  here 

And  thanne  at  erst*  to  hym  thus  seyde  she  151 

1  haue  an  Aungel  /  which  that  loueth  me 
That  with  greet  loue  /  wher  so  I  wake  or  sleepe 

Is  redy  ay  /  my  body  for  to  kepe  154 

(23) 

And  if  he  /  may  feelen  out  of  drede  155 

That  ye  me  touche  //  or  loue  in  vileynye 

He  right  anon  /  wol  sle  yow  with  the  dede 

And  in  youre  yowthe  /  thus  ye  sholden  dye  158 

And  if  that  ye  /  in  clene  loue  me  gye 

He  wol  yow  louen  as  me  /  for  youre  clennesse 

And  shewen  yow  /  his  ioye  and  his  brightnesse  IGl 
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(24) 

IT  Valerian  /  coneeted  /  as  god  irolde  163 

Anaweide  agayn  /  if  I  Aal  trosten  thee 

Lat  me  that  Aangel  86  /  and  hym  biholde 

And  if  that  it^  a  venay  Angel  bee  165 

Thanne  wol  I  doon  /  as  thou  hast  prayed  me 

And  if  then  loue  /  another  man  /  for  sothe 

Bi^t  wM  this  swerd/  thanne  wol  I  sle  yow  bothe      16S^ 

(28) 

Gecile  answerde  anon  /  right  in  this  wise  169 

If  that  yow  list* .  the  Angol  shnl  ye  see 

So  )»at  ye  trowe  in  Crist/ and  yow  baptiee 

Gooth  forth  /  to  Via  Apia  /  quod  shoe  172 

That  firo  this  toun  /  ne  stent  but  Miles  thzee 

And  to  the  poare  folkes  /  |)at  ther  dwelle 

Sey  hem  right  thus  /  as  that  I  dial  ^row  telle  175 

(26) 

Telle  hem  /  that  I  Cecile  /  yow  to  hem  sente  176 

To  shewen  yow  /  the  goods  Vrban  the  olde 

if  or  secree  thynges  /  and  for  good  entente 

And  whan  that  ye  /  Seint  Vrban  han  biholde  179 

Telle  hym  the  wordes  /  whiche  pat  I  to  yow  tolde 

And  whan  pat  he  /  hath  purged  yow  fro  synne 

Thanne  shul  ye  se  /  that  Angel  er  ye  twynne  182 

(27) 

f  Valerian  /  is  to  the  place  ygon  183 

And  right*  as  hym  was  taught/  by  his  lemynge 
He  foond  this  hooly  /  olde  Vrban  anon 

X  iMifntio 

Among  the  Seintes  buryeles  lotynge  186 

And  he  anon  /  with-outen  tariynge 

Dide  his  message  /  and  whan  pat  he  it  tolde 

Vrban  for  ioye  /  his  handes  gan  vp  holde  189 
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(28) 

The  teeris  /  from  his  eyen  leet  he  falle  p^f  iMj 

Almyghty  lord  /  o  Ihe^u  Crisf  quod  he 

Sowei'  of  chast  conseil  /  hierde  of  vs  alle 

The  fruyf  of  thilke  seed  of  Chastitee  193 

That  thou  hast  sowe  in  Cecile  /  taak  to  thee 

Lo  /  lyk  a  bisy  bee  /  vrith-outen  gile 

Thee  serueth  ay  /  thyn  owene  thral  Gecile^  196 

(29) 

ffor  thilke  spouse  /  that  she  took  right .  now  197 

fPul  lyk  a  tiers  leoun  /  she  sendeth  heero 

As  meke  /  as  euere  /  was  any  lamb  to  yow 

And  with  that  word  /  anon  ther  gan  appero  200 

An  oold  man  /  clad  in  white  clothes  cleere 

That  badde  a  book^  wtt/e  lettre  of  gold  in  huudc 

And  gan  /  bifore  Valerian  to  stonde*  203 

(30) 

Valerian  as  deed  /  fil  doun  for  drede  204 

"Whan  he  hym  saugh  /  and  he  vp  hcnte  hym  tho 

And  on  his  book  /  right  thus  he  gan  to  redo 

O.  lord.  o.  feith.  o.  god  with-outen  mo  207 

0.  Cnstendom  /  and  fader  of  alle  also 

Abouen  alle  /  ouer  alle  /  euerywhere 

Thise  wordes  /  al  with  gold  ywriten  wore  210 

(31) 

Whan  this  was  rad  /  thanne  seyde  this  olde  man  211 

Leeuestow  this  thyng*  or  no  f  /  sey  ye  or  nay  ** 

I  leeue  al  this  thyng  /  quod  Valerian 

ffor  oother  thyng*  than  this  /  I  dar  wel  say  214 

Vnder  the  heuene  /  no  wighf  thynke  may 

Tho  vanysshed  this  olde  man  /  he  nyste  where 

And  Pope  Vrban  /  hym  cristned  right  there  217 
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(S2) 
*(  Valerian  gooth  hoom  /  aiid  fynt  C»«;ilie  21& 

With-Inne  his  chambre  /  with  an  Aiigpl  atjindo 
ThiB  Angel  /  hoddo  /  of  Roees  ami  'oC  liliu'  ('  '  '""rJ 

Corones  two  /  the  which  ho  bar  tn  hondo  221 

And  &rst<  to  CecUe  /  as  I  vnderstondo 
He  yaf  that  oon  /  and  after  gan  he  take 
That  oothei  /  to  Valerian  hir  make  224 

(33) 
"With  body  cleiie  /  and  with  imweninied  tliogfif  225 

Kepeth  ay  wol  /  thise  coronea  three 
ffro  Paradys  to  yow  /  haue  I  liem  broghP 
He  neuere  mo  /  ne  slial  they  roten  Ijee  228 

2fe  lese  hir  soote  sauour  /  trueteth  me 
Ne  iieuore  wight*  shal  seen  hem  wiih  his  eye 
But  he  bo  choa^'t'  and  hate  vileynye  231 

(34) 
And  thow  Valerian  /  foi  tbow  so  eoone  OH(iM.i»d>] 

Assentedeaf  to  good  conaeil  also 
Sey  what  thee  llaf  and  thou  shalt  ban  thy  boone 
I  haue  a  hrothei  /  quod  Valerian  tbo  23d 

That  in  this  world  /  I  loue  no  man  so 
I  pray  yow  /  that  my  brother  may  han  grace 
To  >nowe  the  trouthe  /  as  I  do  in  thia  place  238 

(35) 
f  The  Angel  seyde  /  god  liketh  thy  requesto  239 

And  bothe  /  with  the  palm  of  marttrdom 
Ye  shullen  come  /  vn-to  his  blisful  feste 
And  wi'tA  that  worf  /  Tiburce  his  brother  coom  242 

And  whan  that  he  /  the  sauour  vudemoom 
"Which  that  the  Roses  /  and  the  lilies  caste 
With-Inne  his  herte  /  he  gnn  to  wondre  faate  246 
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(36) 

And  seyde  /  I  M'ondre  /  this  tyme  of  the  yeer  246 

Whennes  /  that  soote  sauour  cometh  so 

Of  Eose  and  lilies  /  that  I  smelle  heer 

ffor  though  I  hadde  hem  /  in  myne  handes  two  249 

The  sauour  /  myghte  in  me  no  deppei  go 

The  sweete  smel  /  ^at  in  myn  herte  I  fynde 

Uath  chaunged  me  /  al  in  another  kynde  252 

(37) 

IT  Valerian  seyde  /  two  corones  /  han  we  253 

Snow  white  and  Hose  reed  /  that  shynen  cleero 

Whiche  pat  thyne  eyen  /  han  no  myght  to  see 

And  as  thou  smallest  hem  /  thurgh  my  prcyere  256 

So  shaltow  seen  hem  /  leeue  brother  deere 

If  it  so  be  /  thou  wolf  wtt/<-outen  slouthe 

Bileue  aright*  and  knowen  verray  trouthe  259 

(38) 

If  Tiburce  answerde  /  seistow  this  to  me  260 

In  soothnesse  /  or  in  dreem  I  herkne  this 

In  dremes  quod  valerian  /  han  we  be 

Vn-to  this  tyme  /  brother  myn  ywis  263 

But  now  at  erst*  in  trouthe  our  dwellyng  is 

How  woostow  this  quod  Tiburce  /  in  what  wyse  ? 

Quod  Valerian  /  that  shal  I  thee  deuyse  266 

(39) 

If  The  Aungel  of  god  /  hath  me  trouthe  ytaught*  267 

AVhich  thou  shalt  seen  /  if  that  thou  wolt  reneye 

The  ydoles  and  be  clene  /  and  elles  naught* 

And  of  the  myracle  /  of  thise  corones  tweye  270 

Seint  Ambrose  /  in  his  preface  list  to  seye 

Solempnely  /  this  noble  doctour  deere 

Co7/miendeth  hym  /  and  seith  in  this  manere 
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(40) 

ITThe  palmof  martiidom/foi  toieceyue  pMfum 

Seinte  Cecile  /  f ulfild  of  goddes  yifte 

The  world  /  and  eek  Mce  cbambie  /  gan  she  weyoe 

Witnesse  /  Ty^'^^^''^'^  /  ^^^  Cecilies  shrifte  277 

To  whiche  /  god  of  his  bountee  woldo  shifte 

Corones  two  /  of  flouies  wol  smellynge 

And  made  his  Angel  /  hem  the  coiones  btynge  280 

(«) 

The  maydo  hath  broglit  men  /  to  blisse  aboue  281 

The  world  hath  wist*  /  what  it  is  worth  certeyn 

Deuodofi  of  Chastitee  to  lone 

Tho  shewed  hym  Cecile  /  al  open  and  pleyn  284 

That  alio  ydoles  /  nys  but  a  thyng*  in  yeyn 

ffor  they  been  dombe  /  and  therto  they  been  deue 

And  charged  hym  /  hise  ydoles  for  to  leue  287 

(42) 

Who  so  /  that  troweth  nat  this  /  a  beeat  he  is  288 

Quod  tho  Tiburce  /  if  pat  I  shal  nat  lye 

And  she  gan  kisse  his  brest* .  that  herde  this 

And  was  ful  glad  /  he  koude  trouthe  espye  291 

This  day  /  I  take  thee  /  for  myn  Allye 

Seyde  this  blisful  /  faire  mayde  deere 

And  after  that*,  she  seyde  as  ye  may  heero  294 

(43) 

IT  Lo  /  right  so  /  as  the  loue  of  Crist*  quod  she  295 

Made  me  thy  brotheres  wyf/.  right  in  that  wise 

Anon  for  myn  AUyee  /  beer  take  I  thee 

Syn  that  thou  wolf  thyne  ydoles  despise  298 

Go  "with  thy  brother  now  /  and  thee  baptise 

And  make  thee  clene  /  so  pat  thou  mowe  biholde 

The  Angeles  face  /  of  which  thy  brother  tolde  301 
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(44) 

If  Tiburce  answerde  /  and  seyde  brother  dere  302 

ffirst  tel  me  /  whider  pat  I  shal  /  and  to  what  man  ? 

To  whom  quod  he  ^  com  forth  /  with  right  good  cheere 

1  wol  thee  lede  /  vn-to  the  Pope  Vrban  305 

Til  Vrban  *  brother  myn  Valerian 

Quod  tho  Tiburce  /.  woltow  me  thider  lede 

Me  thynketh  /  that  it  were  a  wonder  dede  308 

(46) 

Ne  menestow  nat  Vrban  /  quod  he  tho  309 

That  is  so  ofte  /  dampned  to  be  deed 

And  woneth  in  halkes  /  alwey  to  and  fro 

And  dar  nat  ones  /  putte  forth  his  heed  312 

Men  sholde  hym  brennen  /  in  a  fyr  so  reed 

If  he  were  founde  /  or  pat  men  myghte  hym  spye 

And  we  also  /  to  here  hym  compaignye  315 

(46) 

And  whil  we  seken  /  thilke  diuinitee  [iMfin,iwck] 

That  is  yhid  /  in  heuene  pryuely 

Algate  /  ybrend  in  this  world  shul  we  be 

To  whom  Cecile  /  answerde  boldely  319 

Men  myghten  dreden  /  wel  and  skilfully 

This  lyf  to  lese  /  myn  owene  deere  brother 

If  this  were  lyuynge  oonly  and  noon  oother  322 

(47) 

But  ther  is  bettre  lif*  in  oother  place  323 

That  neuere  shal  be  lost*  ne  drede  thee  noght* 

Which  goddes  sone  /  vs  tolde  thurgh  his  grace 

That  ^Eidres  sone  /  hath  alle  thyng*  ywroght*  326 

And  al  that  wroght  is  /  wtt^  a  skilful  thoght* 

The  goost*.  that  fro  the  fader  gan  procede 

Hath  sowled  hem  /  with-outen  any  drede  329 
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(48) 

By  word  and  by  myrade  /  goddeft  sone  33d 

Whan  he  was  m  this  wodd  declared  heere 

That  ther  was  oother  lyf/  ther  men  may  wone 

To  whom  answeide  Tiborce  /  o  suster  deeie  333 

Ne  seydestow  right  now  /  in  thilB  maneie 

Ther  nys  but  o  god  /  loid  in  sooHi&sfcnesse 

And  now  of  three  /  how  maystow  beie  witneese  336 

(49) 

ir  That  shall  telle  quod  she/ er  I  go  337 

Big^t  as  a  man  /  hath  sapiences  three 

Memorie  /  Engyn  /  and  Intellecf  also 

So  /  in  beynge  /  of  dininitee  340 

Thie  persones  /  may  ther  right  wel  bee 

Tho  gan  she  hym  /  ful  bisily  to  prdche 

Of  Cristes  come  /  and  of  hise  peynes  tecbe  343 

(60) 

And  many  poinies  /  of  hia  passiofi  344 

How  goddes  sone  /  in  this  world  was  withholde 

To  doon  maukynde  /  pleyn  remission 

That  was  yboimde  in  synne  and  cares  colde  347 

Al  this  thyng<.  she  vn-to  Tiburce  tolde 

And  after  this  /  Tiburce  in  good  entente 

With  Valerian  /  to  Pope  Vrban  he  wente  350 

(61) 

That  thanked  god  /  and  with  glad  herte  and  lighf         351 

He  cristned  hym  /  and  made  hym  in  that  place 

Parfit*  in  his  lemynge  /  goddes  knyght* 

And  after  this  /  Tiburce  /  gat  swich  grace  354 

That  euery  day  /  he  saugh  in  tyme  and  space 

The  Aungel  of  god  /  and  euery  maner  boone 

rhat  he  god  axed  //  it  was  sped  ful  soone  357 
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(52) 

IT  It  were  ful  hard  /  by  ordie  for  to  seyn  peaf  iw] 

Uow  manye  wondres  /  Ihe^us  for  hem  wrog&te 

But  atte  last«  /  to  tellen  short  and  pleyn 

The  sergeantz  /  of  the  toun  of  Eome  hem  soglite  361 

And  hem  /  bifom  Ahnache  the  Prefect*  brog&te 

Which  hem  opposed  /  and  knew  al  hire  entente 

And  to  the  ymage  /  of  luppiter  hem  sente  364 

(53) 

And  seyde  /  who  so  wol  nat  sacriiise  365 

Swap6  of  his  heed  /  this  my  sentence  heer 

Anon  thise  martirs  ))at  I  yow  deuyse 

Oon  Maximize  /  that  was  an  Officer  368 

Of  the  Prefectes  /  and  his  Comiculer 

Hem  hente  /  and  whan  he  forth  the  Seintes  ladde 

Hym  self  he  weep«  /  for  pitee  that  he  hadde  371 

(54) 

Whan  Maxim?^  /  had  herd  the  Seintes  loore  372 

He  gat  hym  /  of  the  tormentours  leue 

And  ladde  hem  to  his  hous  /  w/t/i-oute  moore 

And  with  hir  pr^chyng*  er  that  it  were  euo  375 

They  gonnen  /  fro  the  tormentours  to  reue 

And  fro  Maxime  /  and  fro  his  folk  echone 

The  false  feith  /  to  trowe  in  god  allone  378 

(55) 

U  Cecile  cam  /  wlian  it  was  woxen  nyght*  379 

With  preestes  /  that  hem  cristned  alle  yfeere 

And  afterward  /  whan  day  was  woxen  light* 

Cecile  hem  seyde  /  with  a  ful  stcdefast  cheere  382 

Now  Cristes  owene  knygtltes  /  leeue  and  deere 

Cast  alle  awey  /  the  werkes  of  derknesse 

And  Armeth  yow  /  in  Armure  of  brightnes.<H;  385 
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(56) 
Ye  ban  for  sothe  /  ydoon  a  greet  bataille  386 

Yonre  cours  is  doon  /  youre  feith  ban  ye  conserued 
Gooth  to  the  corone  of  lif*  that  may  nat  faille 
The  rightful  luge  /  which  pat  ye  han  senied  389 

Shal  yeue  it  yow  /  as  ye  han  it  deserued 
And  whan  this  thyng  was  seyd  /  as  I  deuyse 
Men  ledde  hem  forth  /  to  doon  the  sacrefise  392 

(57) 

Bat  whan  they  weren  /  to  the  place  broght*  393 

To  tellen  shortly  /  the  conclusioun 

They  nolde  en  cense  /  ne  sacrifise  right  noght* 

But  on  hir  knees  /  they  setten  hem  adoun  396 

With  humble  herte  /  and  sad  deuocioun 

And  losten  /  botho  hir  heuedes  in  the  place 

Hir  soules  wenten  /  to  the  kyng*  of  grace  399 

(58) 

This  Maximus  /  that  saugh  this  thyng*  bityde     [leaf  im,  back] 

With  pitous  teeris  /  toldo  it  anon  righf 

That  he  hir  soules  /  saugh  to  heuene  glyde 

With  AungeLs  /  ful  of  cleernesse  and  of  light*  403 

And  with  this  word  /  conuerted  many  a  wight* 

ffor  which  Almachius  /  dide  hym  so  bete 

With  whippe  of  leed  /  til  he  the  lif  gaii  letc  40G 

(69) 

IT  Cecile  hym  toook/  and  buryed  hym  anon  407 

By  Tiburce  /  and  Valerian  softely 

With-Imie  hire  buriyng*  place  vnder  the  stoou 

And  after  this  /  Almachius  hastily  410 

Bad  hise  Ministres  /  fecchen  openly 

Cecile  /  so  that  she  myghte  in  his  presence 

Doon  sacrifice  /  and  luppiter  encense  413 
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[THE  SPDKIOUS  TALE  OF  GAMELYN.] 

[Spurious  Lijilc.] 
3ut  here  of  I  vU  posse  as  now  [iniw.iwik.iaix] 

And  of  }ong  Gamelyae  I  wil  telle  jow  2 

[Tafa.] 

Tie  talc  of  jong  Gamelyn  ii«f  917 

ithen  and  listenyth  and  herkcnyth  a  right  1 

And  je  shul  here  of  a  doughtj  knyght 
Sire  lohfl  of  Bondya  vaa  bis  name 
He  coude  of  nortaro  and  of  raochid  game  i 

Thre  sonea  the  luiyglit  had  and  with  his  body  hem  vnm 
The  eldest  was  a  moche  schrew  and  aoDo  he  bi-gan 
His  bretheren  loued  wal  here  fader  and  of  him  were  a-g»st 
The  eldest  dissented  his  fader  con  and  h  had  hit  at  last    6 
The  gode  kuyght  his  fader  lyued  so  ^ore 
That  deth  was  comyn  him  to  and  handlid  him  fii]  sore 
The  good  knygbt  cared  sore  aike  )>er  ho  lay 
How  his  children  shold  Ijuen  after  his  day  1 3 

He  had  ben  wide  where  but  non  husbonde  ho  was 
Al  the  londe  that  he  hadde  hit  was  purchas 
Biaya  he  wold  it  were  dressed  among  hem  alia 
That  eche  of  hem  hadd  his  part  as  it  myght  falle  1  (! 

Tho  sente  he  in  to  contre  after  wyse  kuyght«i8 
To  helpen  delen  his  loudea  and  dreuen  hem  to  rightea 


He  seat  hem  word  by  le'^res  ^ai  ahuld  hye  blyue 
Jif  thei  wold  epeke  with  him  while  be  was  on  lyuc 
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Tho  fe  knyghtes  heiden  syke  fat  he  lay 
Had  fei  no  rest  nother  nyght  no  day 
Til  pei  come  to  bim  fer  he  lay  stille 
On  his  dee]i  bed  to  a-bide  goddes  wille  24 

Then  seide  ]>e  good  knyght  aike  ^er  he  lay 
Loides  1 30W  wame  for  soth  with-onte  nay 
I  may  no  longer  lyuen  here  in  this  stonde 
ffoi  thorugh  goddes  wille  deth  drawee  me  to  gronnde      28 
Ther  nas  none  of  hem  alle  ]iai  herd  hem  a  zi^t 
That  thei  hadden  renthe  of  ]»at  ilke  knyght 
And  seiden  sire  for  goddes  lone  ne  dismay  jow  nought 
God  may  done  bote  of  bale  y^Jb  is  now  I-wzoght  32 

Than  spake  ye  gode  knyght  sike  ^  he  lay 
Bot  of  bale  god  may  send  I  wot  it  is  no  nay 
But  I  byseke  30W  knyghtes  for  the  lone  of  me 
Goth  and  dressethmy  londes  among  my  sones  thie         36 
And  for  the  lone  of  god  de-lith  not  hem  amys 
And  forjete^  not  Gamelyn  my  jong  sone  )Mtt  is 
Taki]i  hide  to  that  one  as  wel  as  to  that  other 
Seeld  )e  seen  any  heier  helpen  his  brother  40 

Tho  leten  yei  the  knyght  lyen  peX  was  not  inhele  Pmt  sv,  bKk] 
And  wenten  in  to  conseil  his  londis  for  to  dele 
ffor  to  delem  hem  alle  to  oon  that  was  her  }K>ght 
And  for  Gamelyn  was  jongest  he  shuld  hane  noght         44 
Alle  the  lond  pai  ther  was  yei  dalten  it  in  two 
And  leten  Gamelyn  fe  jong  with-outen  lond  go 
And  eche  of  hem  seide  to  ojier  ful  lowde 
HiB  brej^rin  might  ^eue  him  lond  when  he  good  cowde    48 
When  thei  hadde  deled  the  lond  at  her  wille 
Thei  comen  to  )>e  knyght  ^er  he  lay  stille 
And  told  him  a-noon  how  thei  had  wroght 
And  the  knyght  ther  he  lay  likid  it  right  noght  62 

Than  saide  the  knyght  by  seynt  martyn 
ffor  al  J^at  je  haue  don  ^et  is  )>e  lond  myn 
ffor  goddes  loue  Neighboures  stondith  alle  stil 
And  I  wil  delen  my  lond  right  after  my  wil  56 
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lohfl  my  eldest  Bone  ehal  haue  plowe§  fyue 

That  waa  my  fadies  heritage  while  he  nas  on  lyue 

And  uiy  mydJleat  Boue  fyue  plowea  of  load 

That  I  halpe  for  to  gete  wit  my  right  bond  6' 

And  alls  myn  ojier  purcbas  of  londcs  and  ledes 

Jjat  I  bo-quethe  Gamelyn  and  alle  my  gode  atedea 

And  I  be-eeke  ]ow  good  men  pat  law  con  of  lond 

Got  Uamelyna  loue  ^at  my  quest  etond  6' 

Thus  dalt  (le  knyght  hia  lond  by  hia  day 

Kight  on  hia  deeth  bed  sike  )iei  be  lay 

And  uone  afterward  be  lei  etoon  etille 

And  died  whan  tyme  cume  aa  it  was  cristea  wJllo  6i 

A-noBo  aa  be  was  dedo  and  vnder  gras  grave 

Sone  fe  elder  brother  giled  the  jong  knave 

He  tobe  in  to  bis  hondo  his  lond  and  hia  lede 

And  Gamelyn  btm  aelue  to  clotben  and  (o  fede  7 

Ho  clothed  him  and  fedde  hyra  yiiel  and  eke  wrotho 

And  lete  hia  londes  for-fare  and  bis  bouses  botbe 

His  parkes  aiid  his  wodes  and  dide  no  thing  welle 

And  sithen  ho  it  a-howght  on  his  owne  ff  lie  7 

P8o  long  was  Gamelyn  in  bis  brotbres  balle 
fibr  pe  strongest  of  good  wille  ^i  douteden  turn  alls 
Tlier  was  none  ther-in  no^r  }ong  ne  old 
That  wold  wrath  Gamelyn  were  he  neu^  bo  bold  8' 

Gamelyn  stood  on  a  day  in  his  brotheria  jpnl 
And  bi-gon  with  bis  band  to  hondel  bis  berd 

PHe  fougbt  on  hia  landes  fat  lay  vnsawe  (w^  « 

And  his  fairo  okes  fat  doiuie  wore  I-drawe  8 

His  parkes  wore  broken  and  his  dens  reved 
Of  alio  bis  good  stcdes  noon  was  bim  by-Ieued 
His  howsea  were  vnhiled  and  fill  yuel  dtght 

IThoo  fou(t  Gamelyn  it  went  not  a-rigbt  8i 

Afterward  came  his  brother  walking  there 
And  seide  to  gamelyn  ia  oure  mete  jare 
Tbo  wrathed  him  Gamelyn  and  swore  by  goddes  books 
Thow  Atlt  go  btke  thi  Belf- 1  wil  not  be  thi  cooke  9' 
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Now  brofer  Gameljn.  how  anaweiiBt  jiow  now 

Thou  spakeat  neuw  sucho  a.  word  as  f  ow  dost  now 

Bj  my  foith  seide  Gameljn  now  me  thinkith  neJe 

Of  alle  fe  harmes  fat  I  haue  I  toke  nener  jet  hede  96 

Mj  parkea  ben  broken  and  my  dere  by-reved 

Of  inyn  anaea  and  my  stedea  noght  ia  me  byleued 

Al  ^at  my  fader  me  hi-qua)i  &1  goth  to  shamo 

And  fer-fure  haue  fou  goddea  cms  brother  by  thyn  name  100 

Than  spake  hia  brother  f>at  rape  waa  o£  rees 

Stand  atille  gadling  and  bold  pi  pecs 

Ijou  shalt  be  fayn  to  haue  pi  meto  and  pi  weda 

What  apekost  fou  gadling  of  lond  or  of  lede  104 

J3an  seide  GnmoIjTi  fie  child  fat  jyng 

Criates  cure  mote  ho  haue  fat  clepith  me  gadling 

I  am  no  worse  gadlyng  ne  no  worse  wight 

But  borne  of  a  lady  and  geten  of  a  knyght  108 

Ne  doTst  he  note  to  Gamelin  neuer  a  fote  go 

But  clepid  to  him  hia  men  antZ  seide  to  hem  tho 

Goth  and  betitli  this  boy  and  reueth  him  hia  witto 

And  lete  him  leme  an  other  to  anawere  me  bette  112 

Then  aaide  fe  child  jong  Gomelyn 

Cristas  curs  mot«  poa  haue  hrother  art  poTX  myn 

And  }if  I  ehal  olgate  ho  beton  a-noon 

Cristes  cura  mote  pon  haue  but  fou  be  that  ooa  116 

And  anoS  his  brother  in  fat  grete  hete 

"Made  his  men  to  fette  staffea  Gamelyn  to  bete 

When  euery  of  hem  hadd  a  ataff  I-nomen 

Gamelyn  was  war  foo  he  seigh  hem  comen  120 

Tho  Gamelyo  eighe  hem  comen  he  loked  oner  alt 

And  was  warre  of  a  pestel  stood  vnder  f  e  walle 

Gamelyn  was  light  and  fider  coa  ho  lepo 

And  droffoUe  hia  brotheremen  right  sone  on hepe  '[ww,»j 

And  lokiJ  as  a  wild  lyon  .  and  luide  on  gode  wone 

Tlio  his  brother  aei  fat  he  by-gan  to  gone 

He  fley  vp  in  to  a  loft  and  ahete  f  e  dore  fnate 

This  Oamelyn  with  hia  pestel  mad  hem  al  a-gast  138 
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Botne  for  gamelyns  loue  and  some  for  eye 

AUo  thei  drowhea  hem  to  halues  })oo  Le  gan  to  ploye 

"What  now  seide  Gnmelyn  euel  mote  je  thee 

Wil  je  bi-gynne  contik  and  so  sone  fiee 

Gamelyn  soght  hia  bro(>er  whider  be  waa  flow 

And  saulio  where  he  lokid  oute  at  a  wyndowe 

Brother  said  GaraeljTi  yoine  a  Htel  nero 

And  I  wil  teche  the  a  play  at  the  bokelere 

Hia  brother  hjiu  answeriJ  and  aeid  by  seijit  Eiuhere 

"While  |iat  peatel  is  ia  thi  bond  I  wil  come  no  uere 

Brother  I  wil  make  thi  peea  I  swere  by  crislea  ore 

Cast  a-way  fe  pestel  and  wrathe  the  nomore 

I  DioBte  nede  saidu  Gamdyn  wrath  mo  at  onea 

flbr  pou  wold  make  ^i  men  to  brcke  my  bones 

Ne  hadde  I  baddo  maya  and  might  in  myn  onncs 

Xo  liaue  hem  fro  me  the!  wold  liaue  do  ma  harmes 

Gamelyn  saide  hia  brother  be  fou  not  wrotho 

flbr  to  eeen  the  haue  hnrme  me  were  right  lothe 

I  ne  did  it  noght  bri>fer  but  for  a  fondyng 

flbr  to  loken  or  ^ou  art  etroug  and  art  so  ;yng  148 

Come  a-douno  then  to  mo  atid  graunt  me  my  boni> 

Of  a  tiling  I  wil  the  axe  and  we  sliul  saught  sonn 

Down  (lan  come  hia  broker  that  fykal  woa  nnii  fello 

And  was  awith  sore  a-ford  of  fo  pestett  152 

He  saide  brother  Giunelyn  axe  me  ^i  bone 

And  loke  fon  me  blame  but  I  it  graunt  sone 

Than  saide  Gamelyn  brother  Z  was 

And  we  ehul  be  at  one  ^u  moat  ^jnunt  me  this  156 

Alle  ^t  my  fadir  me  by-qua^  while  ^at  be  was  on  lyne 

Thou  moat  do  me  it  hnuo  lif  we  ahul  not  rtiyre 

J)at  shat  ^ou  haue  Gamelyn  I  swcre  by  criates  ore 

Aft  fal  fi  fader  fo  hi  ijuath  fough  fou  woldoat  bane  more 

Thi  lond  that  lith  leie  wel  it  Hbol  be  sowo 

And  thyn  houaca  reiaed  vp  fat  ben  leido  fill  iowe 

Thus  saide  the  kikyght  to  Gamelyn  with  mouth 

And  [fonght  on  falsenes  as  he  wel  couthe  1(14 
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Tlie  knyght  fought  on  treaon  and  Gamelyn  on  none  iiett  n 
And  went  and  kissed  his  brother  and  when  [lei  were  at  ont 
Alas  jong  GaniQlyn  no  thing  he  ne  wiate 
With  suche  false  treson  his  brother  him  kyate  I6£ 

Lynthenyth  and  lyateneth  and  holdith  jtmre  tong 
And  je  ahul  here  taUtyug  of  Gamelyn  the  jong 
Ther  waa  ther  be  eiden  tried  a  wrastelynge 
And  ther  fore  ther  was  aett  a  Ram  and  a  Eynge  172 

And  Gamelyn  wufl  in  wille  to  wende  Jierto 
ffor  to  preuen  hia  might  what  ho  coude  do 
Brother  seide  Gamelyn  be  seint  Riuhere 
Thou  moat  lene  me  ki  nyght  a  litel  cursere  176 

That  ia  freash  to  fie  spores  on  fur  to  ride 
I  moat  on  an  Erand  a  litel  here  be  aide 
Be  god  saide  hie  brother  of  etedea  in  my  etalle 
Go  and  chese  the  ^e  beat  spare  non  of  hem  alle  180 

Of  stedea  and  o£  curaers  that  atodon  hem  be  aide 
And  telle  mo  good  brother  whider  fou  wilt  ride 
Hei«  be  aide  brother  is  cried  a  wraatlynge 
And  fer  fore  shal  be  sette  a  ram  and  a  ryi^e  184 

Moche  worship  it  were  brother  to  vs  alle 
Might  I  fe  ram  and  f e  rynge  bryngen  home  to  Jii'a  halle 
A  stede  fcr  was  sadeled  smertly  and  skete 
Gamelyn  dide  a  paire  of  spores  faate  on  his  fete  188 

He  sette  his  fote  in  f  e  stirop  the  stede  he  by-strod 
And  toward  fe  wraatlynge  the  yong  child  rood 
Tho  Gamelyn  fe  yonge  was  riden  onte  at  gate 
The  fals  knyght  hia  brother  loked  yit  after  pate  192 

And  bi-sought  ilw^u  crist  that  ia  heuen  kynge 
He  mighte  breke  his  nekke  in  that  wraatlynge 
As  aone  as  Gamelyn  come  ther  the  place  waa 
He  light  doim  of  his  atede  and  stode  on  the  groa  196 

And  ther  he  herde  a  frankolen  weylaway  synge 
And  bi-gan  bitterly  hia  handoa  for  to  wrynge 
Gode  man  seide  Gamelyn  whi  makest  fon  fis  fare 


a  ther  n 


u  that  may  jow  helpen  out  of  ei 
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Alias  aeido  fis  frankGleyn  that  ener  was  I  bore 
ffor  twei  atalwortli  Fones  I  wene  that  I  liaue  lore 
A  Champioit  is  io  }ie  place  (rat  Lulli  wroght  me  sorowe 
ffor  lie  hath  slayn  my  two  aonea  but  jif  god  hem  borwe 
I  wol  jene  ten  pouniJ  by  ih(!»u  criat  and  more  206 

With  fe  nones  ^at  I  fond  a  man  to  handle  hym  sore  [ifM.bki 
Gode  man  eeide  Gametyn  wilt  ^<iu  wel  done 
Hold  myn  hora  while  my  man  drawith  of  my  ahone       208 
And  heipe  my  man  to  kepe  my  clothes  and  my  atede 
And  I  wil  in  to  )ie  place  gone  to  loke  jif  I  may  spede 
By  god  aeide  Jm  frankeleyn  it  shal  be  done 
I  wil  my  self  be  thi  man  to  draw  of  thi  shone  212 

And  wende  f  ou  in  to  place  ihfira  crista  the  spede 
And  drede  not  of  thi  clothes  ne  of  )ii  gode  stede 
Barfoot  and  vngirt  Gamely  In  came 

Alle  )Mit  were  in  ^e  place  hede  of  him  fe'i  name  216 

How  be  duTste  auntie  him  to  done  his  myght 
)}at  was  BO  dotighti  a  champion  in  wroatling  aitd  in  fight 
Vp  Bterte  fe  Champion  rapcly  a-none 
Toward  )ong  Gamelyn  he  by-gau  to  gone  220 

And  seide  who  is  ^i  fader  atfl  who  is  ^i  sire 
ffor  sotho  fou  art  a  grete  fool  fat  fou  come  here 
Gamelyn  answerid  fe  Champion  tlio 

Thou  know  wel  my  fader  while  he  couthe  go  224 

Whiles  he  was  on  lyue  by  seint  Martyn 
Sire  lehan  of  Boundia  was  his  name  and  I  gamelyc 
ffelaw  Boide  fe  Champion  so  mote  I  thyiie 
I  knew  wel  f'l  fader  whilea  he  was  on  lyiie  228 

And  thi  self  gemelyn  I  wil  fat  fon  it  here 
While  fou  were  a  )ong  boy  a  moche  schrew  fou  were 
Than  seide  Gamelyn  and  awot«  by  cristee  ore 
Now  I  am  older  wax  fou  shalt  fynde  me  a  more  333 

By  god  seide  fe  ChampioiO  wel  come  mote  fvu  be 
Come  fr>u  ones  in  my  bond  pon  shalt  neurr  the 
It  waa  wel  with-Inne  the  nyght  and  the  mone  shone 
When  Gamelyn  and  the  Champion  to-gedre  gon  gone    S36 
KOTAL  le  c  ii.  7 
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The  Champion  cast  lomea  to  gamelyn  fat  was  preat 
And  gamelyn  etodo  and  bade  bini  done  his  heat 
Than  eeide  Gamelyn  to  Jie  Champion 
Thou  art  fast  ahoute  to  hiyng  me  a-doun  240 

Now  I  haue  proued  mony  tomes  of  thyne 
Thou  most  he  eeide  prone  on  or  two  of  myne 
Gamelyn  to  f>e  Champion  jede  smertoly  a-none 
Of  alle  tho  tomes  fat  he  couthe  he  showid  him  but  one 
And  kest  him  on  the  lift  side  Jjat  fe  rihbea  he  brake     245 
And  ferto  his  one  arme  fat  jaf  a  grete  cruk" 
Than  seide  gamelyn  emertly  a-none  [Tufso] 

Shal  it  be  hold  for  a  cast  or  ellea  for  none  248 

By  god  seide  fe  Champion  whefer  it  be 
He  fat  Cometh  ones  in  thi  honde  shal  he  neuer  the 
]}an  seide  f e  franknleyn  fat  hadd  his  stmes  there 
Blessed  ho  fou  Gamelyn  fat  euer  fou  bore  were  262 

The  frankelcyn  seide  to  f  e  Champion  on  hym  stood  hyw  no 
This  is  jong  Gamelyn  fat  taght  fo  this  pleie  [eya 

A-jen  vnswared  f  Champion  fiit  liked  no  fing  wel 
He  is  altthor  maist^r  and  his  pleie  is  right  felle  256 

Sithon  I  v^Tostolot  fiist  it  la  gone  joro 
Bat  I  waa  nener  in  my  lif  haudeled  bo  aore 
Gamdyii  atode  in  f  e  place  anon  with-out  aerke 
And  seid  ]if  fer  ben  mo  let«  hem  come  to  werke  260 

The  Champion  fat  payned  hym  to  viike  acre 
Hit  eemyth  hi  hia  continance  fat  he  wil  no  mora 
Gamelyn  in  fe  place  stood  stills  aa  stoon 
Sot  to  a-hyde  wrastlinge  but  f  ei  come  none  261 

Ther  was  noon  with  gamelyn  fat  wold  wraatle  vacaa 
ffor  he  hondlid  fe  Champion  ao  wondeily  sore 
Two  gentil  men  ^emed  fe  place 

Gome  to  Gamelyn  god  jyne  him  gode  grace  266 

And  seide  to  him  do  on  thi  hoaen  and  f  i  shone 
ffor  aothe  at  f is  tyme  fis  faire  is  done 
And  fan  seide  Gamelyn  so  mote  I  wel  fare 
I  haue  not  jet  haluendel  sold  my  ware  S72 
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Tha  aeide  the  Champion  eo  brok  I  my  swero 

He  is  a  fool  ^t  ther-of  bieth  }iou  sellest  it  so  dere 

Thoo  aeide  the  ffrankeleyn  ^t  was  in  moclia  care 

fltilaw  he  seid  whi  lakkest  )ioa  Jiis  ware  S76 

By  Beynt  lamo  in  Galya  )iat  mony  man  hath  soght 

3it  ia  it  to  good  ohepe  that  Jou  haat  bought 

Tho  fat  wardeyns  were  of  Jwt  wrastlinge 

Come  and  brought  Gamelyn  J)e  Kammo  atid  p6  rynge    280 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

And  went  with  mocfae  ioye  home  in  pe  momynge  284 

His  brother  seie  wher  he  came  with  fe  grete  route 

And  bade  ebit  fe  gate  and  hold  bjm  with-oute 

The  porter  of  hie  loid  was  sore  a-goate 

And  Bterle  anon  to  )>e  gate  and  lokkid  it  taste  288 

Kow  lithej)  arid  list«uythe  bofo  Jong  aiid  old 

And  )e  ehul  here  gomyn  of  Gamelyn  fe  bold 

Gameiyn  come  tber-to  for  to  haue  comyu  In         t>«(w.t>*ck] 

Than  was  it  shet  fast  with  a  pyn  292 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  Porter  vndo  )»  jale 

ffor  gode  mannys  sore  stoude  ^r  ate 

Than  anawerid  fe  porter  and  aware  by  goddes  herd 

Thou  ne  sholt  Gamelyn  come  in  to  >ia  jerde  296 

Thou  lixt  seid  Gamelyn  so  broke  I  my  chyne 

He  emote  the  wiket  with  his  foobo  arid  brake  away  the  pyne 

The  porter  aey  tho  it  might  ne  better  be 

He  sette  foote  on  erthe  and  by-gnn  to  flee  300 

By  my  fai  seide  gamelyn  {Hit  tranaile  is  lore 

Iiror  I  am  on  foote  aa  light  as  ^u  haddest  it  swore 
Gameh-n  oner  toke  [»  porter  and  his  tene  wtake 
And  girt  him  in  the  nekke  Jiat  )>e  boon  to-bmke  30i 

And  toke  him  by  |iat  on  arme  and  threw  him  in  a  welle 
Vij*^.  fadame  it  was  depe  as  I  haue  herd  telle 
Wlun  Gamelyn  pe  jong  ]>ub  hod  plaied  his  plaie 
Alle  fat  in  ^e  ;eide  were  drowen  hem  o-waye  308 
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J>ei  dreden  him  ful  sore  for  werke  fat  lie  wi^glit* 

And  for  )«  faita  companye  ^ai  lie  f  idei  bioghtc 

Gamelyii  jede  to  )>e  jate  and  lets  it  vp  wide 

He  lete  In  alle  |)at  gon  wold  or  ride  312 

And  seide  je  be  welcome  with-out  any  greue 

ffor  we  wil  bo  maiatew  bere  and  are  no  man  leue 

Jeaterday  I  left  ecide  jong  Gamelyu 

In  my  brother  seler  fyue  tonn  wyne  316 

I  wil  not  fis  companye  parten  on  twyne 

And  je  wil  don  after  me  while  Bope  is  f  uc-Ine 

And  jif  my  brother  gnicche  or  make  foule  chere 

Other  for  epence  of  mete  and  drynk"  pat  we  spend  here 

I  am  oure  Catoui  and  here  oure  Alther  purse  321 

He  Bhal  baue  for  bia  graoching  eeint  marie  curee 

My  broker  is  a  nygon  I  swere  by  ctistes  ore 

And  we  wil  apende  largely  fat  ho  hath  spared  jore        324 

And  who  fnt  make  gtucching  fat  we  here  dwolle 

He  shal  to  fe  porter  in  to  fe  draw  welle 

Vy,  dayee  and  vij  nyght  Gamelyn  held  his  feat 

With  moche  solace  was  there  und  none  chest  328 

In  a  litel  torret  his  brother  ley  steko 

And  aey  hem  waat  his  gode  and  dorat  not  epeke 

Erly  in  a  momyng  on  the  viij.  day 

The  gestes  come  to  Gamelyn  and  wold  gon  her*  way      332 

Lordes  seide  Gamelyn  wil  je  so  hye  pufai] 

Alt  )ie  wyn  is  not  jet  dronke  so  browke  I  myn  cie 

Gamelyn  in  hia  hert  was  ful  woo 

AVhcn  his  gestes  toke  her  leue  fro  him  forto  go  336 

He  wold  pe  had  dwelled  lenger  and  fei  saide  nay 

Eiit  liy-taught  gamelyn  god  and  goode  day 

Thus  made  Gamelyn  his  fest  and  broght  it  wel  to  end 

And  after  hia  gestes  toke  leue  to  wende  310 

Lithef  and  listenytli  and  holdith  joure  tong 

And  )e  ahul  here  Gameu  of  Gamelyn  fe  jong 

Kerkenyth  lordii^es  and  listenef  a  right 

"Wlien  alle  geates  were  gon  how  Gamelyn  was  dight      344 
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Alle  the  vhilo  ^t  GameljrQ  held  bis  tnangerie 

Hia  brother  |)ought  on  him  be  wreko  with  hia  trocherie 

Tho  Gsmelyns  gestcs  were  ridaa  and  gnone 

Gftmelyn  stodc  anone  allone  frend  hadde  ho  none  348 

Tho  after  fello  soae  wilh-In  a  litul  stuude 

Gamelyn  waa  taken  and  ful  hard  I.-bonde 

fforth  come  the  fslae  knyght  out  of  pB  solefe 

To  gameljn  hia  brother  he  jedo  ful  nere  352 

And  saide  to  gamelyn  who  made  the  eo  bolde 

ffor  to  stroien  my  store  of  my  bou»holdo 

Brother  eeide  Gamelyn  wrath  tho  right  noght 

ITor  it  is  mony  day  gone  sith  it  was  boght  366 

fioT  brother  ^on  hast  hade  by  seint  Biohore 

Of  XV.  plowea  of  lond  |iia  sixlcne  jere 

And  of  alle  fe  beates  fon  haat  forf  Iiredde 

)3at  my  fader  me  by-qua^  on  bis  dc)i  bedde  380 

Of  alle  ^is  siztene  jete  I  )oue  the  pe  prowe 

Sor  the  mete  and  tho  drinke  |iat  we  haue  apended  now 

Than  eaide  pe  false  knyght  cuyl  mote  he  the 

Herken  brother  Gamelyn  what  I  wil  jeuo  the  361 

ffor  of  my  body  brother  heire  geten  haue  I  none 

I  wU  make  fe  myn  eyer  I  awere  by  suint  lohan 

Fai'fay  seide  gamelyn  and  it  so  be 

And  ^u  )iinkost  as  {lu  aeist  god  jeld  it  the  368 

Ko  thing  wist  Gamelyn  of  hia  brother  gile 

Tber  fore  he  him  hy-giled  in  a  litul  while 

Gamelyn  soid  he  oo  ^ing  I  the  t«lle 

The  fou  threw  my  porter  in  the  draw  welle  372 

I  swore  in  ^t  wrath  and  in  ^atgrete  moote 

That  f  on  shuldeat  be  bondo  both  hond  and  foote  n«(  «i.  t**) 

[ 

376 

1"  ffap  in  the  MS.] 

ffor  to  holdea  myn  a-Tow  as  I  the  by-hoote 
Brother  seide  Gamelyn  as  mote  I  the 
Jym  shall  not  be  for^wora  for  po  lone  of  rae  360 
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APPENDIX  TO  OBOWP  A.     OAMELVN.    Soyol  IK  18  C  ii 

Tho  maden  thei  Gamelyn  to  sitte  myght  nol  stnnde 

Til  ^ei  hadd  him  bond  bojie  foote  and  hondo 

The  Ma  knyght  his  brother  of  Gamelyn  was  a-gast 

And  sent  after  feteres  to  feteren  him  fast  3i 

Hia  brother  made  leaingeB  on  him  fere  he  Btodo 

And  told  hem  fat  comen  In  Jiat  Gamelyn  waa  wood 

Gamelyn  stood  to  a  post  bondcn  in  fe  halle 

Tho  fat  comen  In  loked  on  him  alle  3J 

Knere  stode  gamelyn  enen  vp  right 

But  mete  ne  drinte  had  he  none  noper  day  no  nyght 

Than  aaide  gamelyn  brother  by  myo  hals 

Now  I  haue  aspied  (lou  art  a  parti  fals  3! 

Hadde  I  wiate  )io  treson  fat  fou  haat  I-fond 

I  TTolde  hane  jeue  ettokes  or  I  had  bo  bond 

Gamelyn  stode  bond  stille  as  any  atone 

Two  daies  and  two  nyghtea  mete  hadde  he  none  3! 

Than  saide  gamelyn  fat  stod  L-bond  strong 

Adam  spenaei  me  finkef  I  fast  to  long 

Adam  spenoer  now  I  beaeche  the 

ffor  the  moche  lone  my  fader  loned  the  4i 

Jif  fon  may  come  to  the  keys  lose  me  out  of  bond 

And  I  wil  parte  with  the  of  my  fre  lonij 

)}en  aaide  adam  fat  was  f e  spencer 

I  haue  serued  thi  brother  fis  xvj.  jere  4i 

Jif  I  lete  the  gon  out  of  his  beure 

He  wold  say  after-ward  I  were  a  traitour 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  ao  browke  I  myn  hals 

Thou  ehal  fynd  my  brother  atte  fe  last  fals  41 

Ther-fore  brother  Adajn  lose  me  out  of  bondea 

And  I.  wil  parte  with  fo  of  my  fre  landea 

Vp  suche  forward  seid  Adam  I-wis 

I  wil  do  ferto  alle  fat  in  me  ia  4 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  as  mote  I  tho 

I  wil  holde  f e  couenaunt  and  f ou  wil  me 

A-nono  as  Adame  lord  to  bed  was  gone 

Adam  toke  fe  keys  oTtd  lete  gamelyn  out  a-none  4 


AFFENDLX  TO  GROUP  A.    o&UKLYM.    Soyol  HS  18  C  U. 

lie  vnlokked  gamtilyii  both  hutidi^a  and  feutu 
In  hope  of  auauncement  ^at  he  liim  by-hete  ihuf  *u 

Thou  saido  Gamelyn  Ranked  be  goddes  sonde 
Now  I  am  lose  botbe  fot3  and  honde  420 

Ha<Ide  I  aow  eten  atul  dronken  aright 
Ther  is  none  in  this  hous  uhuld  bynde  me  ^  nyght 
Adam  toke  Gamulyu  ob  stille  as  any  stone 
And  lad  bim  into  spenco  raply  a-none  124 

And  sette  bim  to  soper  right,  in  a  pn'ue  stede 
He  bade  him  do  gladly  and  Adam  so  dede 
Anon  as  Gamdyn  hadde  eton  wol  and  fyne 
And  ferto  I-dronken  wel  of  fe  red  wyne  428 

Adam  sold  Gamolyu  what  is  now  Jii  rede 
Or  I  go  to  my  brother  and  gird  of  his  hede 
Gamelyu  eeide  Adam  it  ahal  not  be  ea 
I  con  teche  pe  a  rede  ])at  is  worth  fo  twit  432 

I  wote  wel  for  sothe  ^at  is  no  nay 
Wo  ahul  haue  a  mangerie  right  on  sonday 
Abbotes  and  prioures  mony  hero  ahul  bo 
And  o)iet  mun  of  holy  cLirche  aa  I  t«lle  [)»]  436 

{wu  ahalt  stond  vp  by  tlie  post  as  poa  were  bond  fast 
And  1  schat  leau  hem  vn-luke  ^t  away  ^u  may  hem  east 
Whan  ^at  ^ei  haue  eten  atid  waashen  hcT  hondea 
)}ovr  shalt  beseke  hem  alls  to  bring  ^e  out  of  bondee     440 
And  jif  f ei  wil  borow  the  fat  were  gode  game 
)>an  were  f  u  out  of  pmon  and  I  oul«  of  blame 
And  yf  eche  of  hem  say  to  vs  nay  And  if  echo 

I  ehal  do  an  other  I  swero  bi  fis  day  444 

Thow  ahalt  haue  a  gode  stof  and  I  wil  haue  auo^r 
And  cristM  core  haue  ^t  oon  fiat  Mle^  ^t  0^ 
)e  for  god  eeide  Gamelyn  I  sei  it  for  me 
If  1  faOe  oD  my  syde  yuel  mote  I  the  448 

Jif  we  shul  algate  asaoilo  hem  of  her  synue 
Wame  me  brother  Ad&m  wlian  wo  sohul  by-gynu 
Ounelyn  said  Adam  by  seint  chnrite 
I  wil  wnme  tlie  by-fome  whan  it  ahal  be 
KOI&L  IS  c  ii.    13 
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Whai;  I  wynki?  on  the  loke  foi  to  gone 
And  cast  away  Jri  ffetras  atid  come  to  me  auoiie 
Adam  saidc  Gamelyn  bleeaid  be  thi  bones 
)5at  is  B,  good  oonseU  jeiien  for  (le  nones  466 

?if  fui  werne  mo  to  bring  out  of  bondea 
I  wil  sette  good  strokes  right  on  her  lendes 
Tho  pa  aonday  was  comen  ami  folke  to  ^e  feste    [in(  a,  bukj 
ffaire  fiei  were  wcl-comed  both  leat  arid  meste  460 

And  eunre  aa  fei  at  halle  dore  come  Inne 
Tliei  cast  here  ey^e  on  jong  Gamelyne 
The  fals  knyght  his  broker  fill  of  trei'hery 
AUe  fe  gestes  ^at  ^ero  were  at  ))e  mangery  464 

Of  Gamelyn  his  brother  he  told  hem  with  mouthe 
Alle  )ie  haime  and  |)e  shame  ^at  he  telle  contbe 
Tho  Jiei  were  I-aerued  of  messes  two  or  thre 
Than  seide  Gamelyn  how  serue  je  me  46B 

It  is  noght  wel  serued  by  god  fat  Jift  made 
pat  I  aitte  fasting  and  ojici  men  make  glade 
Tiie  fals  knyght  his  brother  fer  as  he  stode 
Tolde  alle  gestea  pat  Gamelyn  was  woode  473 

And  Gamelyn  stodo  stills  and  answarid  noght 
But  Adams  wordes  he  held  in  his  thoght 
Tho  Gamelyn  gan  spake  deolfnlli  with  alle 
To  pe  grete  lordes  pot  saten  in  pe  balle  476 

Lui'des  he  aeide  for  cristes  passion 
Helpe  to  bring  Gamelyn  out  of  prison 
I'han  saide  an  Abbot  sorow  on  his  cheke 
He  shal  haue  criates  curs  and  seint  maries  eke  480 

J5at  J>e  out  of  pryson  beggef  or  borwe 
But  eiier  worth  him  wel  fat  doth  the  moclie  sorwe 
After  (lat  Abbot  fan  spake  anofer 

I  wold  fyu  heed  were  of  foghe  pou  were  my  brojier      484 
ADe  fat  fe  borwe  foul  mote  hem  fallo 
Thus  fei  saide  alle  fat  wero  in  the  halle 
Than  saide  a  Priour  euol  mote  he  prcue 
It  is  grete  aorw  ami  caro  boy  f on  art  on  lyue  488 
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Ow  aeid  Gamelyn  bo  browke  I  my  bono 
Now  I  haue  epied  fat  frendfs  Uuuo  1  none 
Cursed  mote  he  worth  both  flesaho  and  blood 
Jjat  euei  doji  pnour  or  Abbot  noy  good  492 

Adam  fo  epencor  toke  vp  ^  clothe 
Ami  Inked  on  Garadyn  and  say  ^ut  ha  was  wrothe 
Ailam  ou  the  pontrie  litul  he  foght 

But  two  gode  Btaiies  to  halle  doro  he  broght  490 

Adiim  lokod  on  Gamelyn  and  he  was  war  anona 
And  caat  away  the  fctrcs  and  hi-gan  to  gone 
Tho  bo  cam  to  Adam  he  toke  ^  on  Btaf 
And  by-gan  to  worclie  and  good  strokes  jaf*        pt»f  ssj  500 
Gamelyn  come  in  to  pe  halle  and  the  spencer  bothe 
And  lokid  hem  a-boute  as  fiei  hadde  ben  wrothe 
Gamelyn  spreyuyf  h<jH  water  witA  an  t  )kon  spire 
That  some  that  stod  vp  right  f el  in  ^  lire  604 

]7er  was  no  lewed  man  fat  in  fe  halle  atoode 
That  wold  do  Gamelyn  any  thing  but  goodo 
But  stoden  by  eiden  arid  Icte  hem  bothe  wirche 
ffor  fiei  hadde  ne  reweth  of  men  of  holy  chirche  608 

Abbot  or  priour  Monk"  or  chanoim 
That  Gamelyn  ouertoke  anone  |>et  ^eden  doan 
Ther  was  none  of  alio  fat  with  his  staf  mette 
})at  he  made  hem  ouer  throw  and  quit^  hem  his  dett«    519 
Gamelyn  said  Adam  for  seiut  charite 
Pay  g'ido  lyneniy  for  (le  loue  of  me 
Anil  1  wil  kepe  fe  dore  so  etier  here  1  masse 
Kr  fai  ben  assoiled  ^r  shal  none  passe  AIG 

Doute  the  noght  seido  Gamelyn  while  wei  ben  in  fere 
Kepe  wel  f  o  dore  and  I  wil  wirche  here 
Bi-8tcre  )»e  goile  Adam  and  let  (ler  non  fle 
And  we  sbul  telle  lorgeli  how  mony  f at  fer  be  A'^O 

Gamelyn  soide  Adam  do  hem  but  goodo 
Thei  ben  men  of  holi  chirche  draw  of  hem  no  bloo<l 
Bane  wel  fe  crowne  and  do  hem  no  hanuea 
Bat  bieke  bothe  her  I^tgea  and  silhen  her  armoi  324 

ROTAL  IS  c  ii.    IS 
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TI11I8  Gamelyn  aTid  Adam  wrogM  right  fast 
And  plaide  with  the  monkes  and  made  hem  sgaat 
Thider  J>ei  cgme  tiding  loly  with  swaynea 
And  home  a-jeyn  fei  were  lad  in  cartes  aiid  waynea       528 
Tho  pm  hadden  alle  I-doo  Jwn  seide  a  gray  frere 
Alas  sire  Abbot  what  did  wo  now  here 
Tho  fat  we  comen  hider  it  was  a  cold  reedo 
Vahaddebenbetter  at  home  with  water  a«rf  with  brede  532 
While  Gamelyn  made  ordres  of  monkea  atid  frere 
Euer  atode  his  brother  and  made  foul  chere 
Gamelyn  vp  with  his  atafl'  fat  he  wel  knew 
And  girt  him  in  (le  nek"  ftat  he  ouer  threw  C36 

A  litil  a-boiie  fe  gyrdel  Jjo  ri^o  bon  to-braat 
And  sette  him  in  fe  fetrea  f er  he  sat  arat 
Sitte  fer  brother  aeide  Gamelyn 

ffor  to  colen  fi  body  as  I  did  myn,  640 

Aa  eucche  as  pei  hadden  wrokon  hem  on  her  foon  cituru-i.  iKki 
Thei  askid  water  and  wasahen  a-none 
What  Bome  for  here  loue  and  somme  for  her  awe 
Alle  fe  aeruauntea  aeniet  hem  of  the  beste  lawe  S44 

The  sheireue  was  Jjonne  but  fyue  myle 
And  alle  was  told  him  in  a  litU  while 
How  gamelyn  and  Adam  haden  dofl  a  Bory  rea 
Boundcn  and  wounden  men  a-jena  the  kynges  peea        648 
Tho  by-gan  sone  atrif  for  to  wako 
And  the  sberrif  aboute  Gamelyn  forto  take 
Now  litheft  and  listencf  bo  god  jeue  jow  good  fyne 
And  je  ahul  here  gode  game  of  jong  Gamelyn  552 

ffoure  and  twenti  jong  men  fat  helden  hem  ful  bold 
Come  to  fe  shirreue  and  aeide  fat  fei  wolde 
Gamelyn  and  Adam  fette  by  here  fay 
The  Bhirreue  ^ene  hem  leue  soth  for  to  say  656 

Thei  hyeden  fast  wold  pei  not  lynne 
Til  fei  come  to  fe  gate  fer  Gamelyn  was  Inne 
Thei  knokkeden  on  fe  gate  f e  porter  was  nyghe 
And  loked  out  at  an  hole  as  man  that  waa  alighe  5S0 
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^^^1 

^^ft         The  porter  hadde  be-hold  hem  a  litil  while 

^B 

^^H         He  loQcd  wel  Gamelyn  and  was  drad  of  gile 

^H         And  let  ^e  wyket  stond  M  etille 

^^^         And  asked  hem  with  oute  what  was  here  wUIe 

564 

^^M         fl'or  alle  fe  grete  companjo  faa  spake  but  one 

^^V         Vndo  («  gate  porter  and  lete  V8  in  gone 

^^F          Than  saide  f&  porter  ao  brouke  I  niy  chyn 

^H           Je  Bhul  aaye  joure  erant  ei  je  come  Ine 

568 

^^m           Say  to  Gamelyn  and  Adam  j\£  feire  wil  be 

^B          We  wil  apeke  with  hem  two  wordea  or  thre 

^H          ffelaw  saide  fie  porter  stande  fer  atille 

^^B          And  I  wend  to  Gamelyn  to  wyte  his  wille 

672 

^^P           In  went  ^e  porter  to  gamelyn  a-Dono 

^H            And  saide  sire  I  wame  jow  here  be  comen  jome  foon                                   | 

^H           The  shiireiies  men  ben  atte  ))e  gate 

^H           ffor  to  take  jow  both  ehul  je  not  scape 

57G 

^H           Porter  seid  Gamelyn  so  mote  I  wel  the 

^^K           I  wil  allowe  }e  ^i  wordes  when  I  my  tyme  see 

^H          Go  fi-geyn  to  Jre  gate  and  dwelle  with  hem  a  while 

^H         And  ^a  shalt  se  right  Hone  porter  a  gile 

580 

^H          Adam  seide  Gamelyn  loke  )«  to  gone 

^^H          We  hane  foo  men  atte  gate  and  &endes  neuer  one 

[W«] 

^H          Hit  ben  )«  Shirreoes  men  fiat  hider  ben  comen 

^H          Thei  be  awore  to^eder  («t  we  shal  he  noma 

584 

^^H          Gamelyn  said  Adam  bye  the  right  blyne 

^H          And  if  I  faQe  the  fia  day  euel  mote  I  thryuo 

^^H          And  we  ahnl  so  wel-come  pe  Shirrcues  men 

^^1         That  some  of  hem  sbal  moke  her  beddea  in  fie  fen 

688 

^^H         At  a  postenie  gate  Gamelyn  out  went 

^^H          And  a  good  Cartataf  in  his  hond  hent 

^H          Adam  hente  aone  an  other  grete  staf- 

^H          ffor  to  helpen  Gamelyn  and  good  strokes  jaP 

693 

^H          Adam  fel  tweyne  and  Gamelyn  fel  thie 

^^1          The  other  sette  feete  on  erth  and  by-gan  to  flee 

^H          What  aaide  Adam  so  eaer  here  I  masse 

^^M         T  haue  right  good  wyn  drynke  or  ;o  puae 

6»S 
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^^H                  Kay  by  god  seide  ^ei  ^i  drinlce  is  not  goodo 

^^H                  It  wold  mako  mannes  brayn  to  lien  in  hia  hoode 

^H                  Gamolyn  stood  stUIa  and  lokid  him  a-bunte 

^^H                  And  aaide  fe  eliirreue  cometh  with  a  gret«  ronte 

GOO 

^^V                  Adum  Beide  Gamelyn  what  ben  now  f)i  redes 

^^H                  Here  cometh  J»e  sherreue  and  wil  haue  ouro  hades 

^^^K                 Adam  seide  to  Gamelyn  myn  rede  is  now  ))is 

^^^B                 A-bide  we  no  lenger  lest  we  fare  amys 

604 

^^^1                  I  rede  (lat  we  to  wood  gone  or  fat  we  be  fonde 

^^^1                 Better  is  pet  loose  Jian  in  towno  bo  boundo 

^^^1                 Adam  toke  bi  the  bond  ^ong  gamelyn 

^^^V                 And  euery  of  hem  drank*  a  diaght  of  wyn 

608 

^^H^                  And  after  token  her  conra  and  wenten  her  way 

^^H                   Tho  fond  pe  sherreue  nyst  but  none  eye 

^^^^                  The  sherreue  light  doune  and  wente  in  to  halle 

^H                  And  fond  t'e  lord  fetred  fast  with  alle 

612 

^^^1                  The  ehirreite  vnfetered  him  right  aone  anone 

^^^1                  And  sent  after  a  leche  to  hele  his  rigge  bone 

^^^K                  Late  we  now  pe  fals  knyght  he  in  his  care 

^^^1                  And  take  we  of  Gamelyn  and  loke  how  he  fare 

616 

^^H                  Gamelyn  in  to  fa  wood  staUdd  etillo 

^^H                  And  Adam  sponcet  liked  right  tUe 

^^H                   Adam  swore  to  Gamelyn  by  seint  Kichere 

^^^ft                  Now  I  see  it  is  mety  to  be  a  spencer 

630 

^^H                  That  leuer  me  were  keys  to  here 

^^H                  Than  walken  in  fis  wild  woode  my  clothes  to  tpre 

^^^V                  Adam  aeide  Gamelyn  dismay  po  right  noght         ff-'f 

M.l**l 

^^H                  Mony  good  nuumys  child  in  care  is  broght 

624 

^^M                  As  thei  stod  talkyng  bothen  in  flere 

^^H                   Adam  herd  talking  of  men  and  nygbe  him  fought  p 

i  wer« 

^^H                   Tho  Gamelyn  vnder  wood  lokid  a-rigbt 

^^H                  Seuen  score  of  jong  men  he  ae  wel  I-digbt 

628                J 

^^H                  Alle  sate  at  pe  meto  compos  ahoute 

^^H                  Adam  seide  Gamelyn  now  haue  I  no  doute 

^^M                  After  bale  cometh  bote  fiorgh  goddes  might 

^^V                    Me  thinke  of  mete  and  drinke  y  haue  a  sight 

632 
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Adaia  loke  tho  vudar  wode  bough 
And  tho  he  say  mete  ainl  he  was  glad  I-no'ag& 
ffor  ho  hoped  to  god  to  houe  his  dele 
And  he  waa  sore  alonged  after  a  gode  mele 
As  he  eaide  fai  word  pe  mmstec  outlawe 
Sawgh  Adam  aud  Gamelyn  vnder  wode  shawo 
Jonge  men  aside  pe  maister  bi  pe  gode  rode 
I  am  war  of  gestea  god  send  tb  gode 
Yotkde  hen  two  yonge  men  wel  I-dight 
And  parauentuie  ther  ben  more  who  so  loked  aright 
Ariaeth  vp  yong  men  and  fette  hem  to  me 
It  is  good  ^at  wu  witten  what  men  thei  be 
Vp  per  Bferteo  aeuene  fro  fe  dyner 
And  metten  wi^  gamclyn  and  Adam  Bpencer 
Whan  thei  were  nighe  hem  fan  seide  fat  one 
Yeldeth  vp  ^nge  men  joure  bowea  and  joiiro  flone 
Tlian  saida  Gamelyn  that  jonge  was  of  eMe 
Uiwhe  Hoiowe  mote  ^ei  haue  fat  to  ^ow  hem  jelde 
leoatse  none  other  but  right  my  sclue 
Buije  fette  to  jow  fyuo  fan  bo  je  twelue 
)X>  fei  herde  by  his  word  that  migtit  woa  in  liis  arme 
Ther  was  none  of  hem  fat  wolde  don  hem  hanne 
But  eeide  to  Gamelyn  myldoly  and  stille 
Come  a-fore  onro  niaistre  and  sai  to  him  f  i  wille 
Jonge  men  sude  Garaelyn  bi  joure  lewte 
"What  man  is  jonr  maister  tbnt  )e  with  b« 
Alle  fe  anewerde  with-oute  lesinge 
Oure  maister  is  crowned  of  ontlavres  kynge 
Adam  B^de  Gamelyn  go  we  in  criBt«s  name 
He  may  neither  mete  ne  drinke  weme  78  for  shame 
Jif  fat  he  be  hende  and  come  of  gcntil  bh^od 
He  wil  jeuo  ts  mete  and  drinke  and  do  vs  some  good  i 
Be  Bcint  lamo  saide  Adam  what  harme  fat  I  gfte 
I  wil  anenture  me  fat  I  haddo  mete 
Gamelyn  and  Adam  went  forth  in  fere 
And  fu  gretts  fe  maicter  that  fei  fonde  fera 
BOYAL  18  c  ii.    \9 


V  A.  GAUBLYN.  Boyal  HS  18  C  il 


Ttinn  soide  ]ie  moister  kynge  of  owtlawes 


What  aeke  j( 


a  vnder  wode  shawea 


6T6 


680 


Gamelyn  answerde  fe  kynge  with  his  crowns 

Hq  moste  nedea  waike  in  fclde  f&t  may  not  walke  in  towns 

Sire  WB  walke  not  here  none  harnQ  to  do  673 

But  jif  we  mote  &  dero  to  shcte  ^erto 

As  men  that  ben  huugry  and  mow  no  meto  fynde 

And  ben  hard  be-atad  vnder  wode  lyada 

Of  Gamelyn  wordea  }»  maiater  hadde  rewthe 

And  seide  je  shal  hauo  y-nowe  haue  god  my  treuthe 

He  had  hem  sitte  down  for  to  take  reste 

And  had  hem  etc  and  drinke  and  paX  of  |)e  beste 

As  )wi  etcn  and  dronken  wel  and  fyne 

Than  eaide  on  to  an  other  this  ia  gamelyn 

Tho  was  fjc  maister  outlaws  in  to  conaeil  noine 

And  tolde  how  it  was  gamelyn  that  thider  was  come     084 

Anone  aa  he  herde  how  it  was  be-fallo 

He  made  bim  maister  vndir  him  owe)'  hem  alle 

With-in  fo  thridde  wike  him  come  tydynge 

To  pB  maister  outlaws  that  was  here  kynge  686 

That  he  ahulde  come  home  hia  peea  was  made 

And  of  fiat  gode  tydinge  he  was  ftil  gladde 

Tho  saide  ha  to  his  jonge  men  soth  foito  telle 

Me  ben  comen  tydinges  I  may  no  lenger  dwelle  692 

Tho  was  Gamelyn  anone  with-oute  tarienge 

Made  maiater  ontlawe  and  crowned  her  kynge 

Tho  was  Gamelyn  crowned  kynge  of  outlawes 

And  walkid  a  while  vnder  wode  ahawea  096 

The  faia  knyght  his  brof  er  was  shereue  and  sirn 

And  lete  his  brother  endite  for  hate  and  for  hire 

Tho  were  his  honde  men  pory  arid  do  thinge  glad 

When  Gamelyn  her  lorde  wolfea  hede  waa  cried  and  made 

And  sent  oute  of  his  men  where  fei  might  him  fynde   701 

ffor  to  go  aeke  Gamelyn  vnder  wode  lynde 

To  telle  him  tydinge  the  wynde  was  went 

And  alle  his  good  reued  and  alle  his  men  sbenf  704 
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Whan  ^ihaddenliimfoimdeii  on  knees  ^i  hemsetten  [Um,u 
And  a-doun  'with,  her  hode  and  here  lorde  grotten 
Sire  wrathe  jowo  noght  for  Jo  gode  rode 
ffor  we  ban  broughtjow  tydjtige  but  foi  be  not  goode  70( 
How  is  Ji  brother  sheireuo  and  ha|)  |)e  bailUe 
And  hath  eiidit«d  pe  and  wolfes  hede  doth  pa  crie 
Altaa  eeide  Gamelyn  pat  ener  I  was  bo  slak 
That  I  ne  hadde  broke  hia  nckke  Jo  I  his  rigge  brak     71' 
Goth  greteth  wel  myn  housbondes  and  wife 
1  wO  be  at  the  next  ehire  bane  god  my  lyfe 
Gamelyn  came  redy  to  pe  next  shire 
And  ther  was  hia  brother  both  lorde  and  aire  71( 

Gamelyn  boldeliclie  came  in  to  Je  mote  halle 
And  putte  adoun  hia  hood  amonge  pa  lonlea  olle 
God  saue  301T  lordingea  pat  here  be 

Eut  broke  bak*  shcrreue  euel  mote  thu  the  T2(! 

Whi  hast  thou  do  me  fat  shame  and  velonye 
^^_       ffor  to  lete  endite  me  and  wolfeshede  do  me  crie 
^^B      Tho  thought  the  fals  knyght  for  to  ben  a-wreke 
^^H      And  let«  Gamelyn  most  he  no  thlnge  apeke  724 

^^^       Might  fer  bo  no  grace  but  Gamelyn  at  fe  laste 
Was  caste  in  prison  and  fetered  faste 
Gamelyn  hath  a  brother  that  bight  sire  Ote 

IAfl  gode  a  knyght  and  heade  as  might  gon  on  foote       728 
Anone  jede  a  mcssagere  to  that  gode  knyght 
And  tolde  him  al  to-gidre  how  Gamelyn  was  dight 
[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 
He  was  right  sory  was  he  no  [ling  light  732 

And  lete  aadle  a  atede  and  pa  way  he  name 
And  to  his  twei  bre^me  right  eone  be  came 
Sire  aaido  sir  Ota  to  the  sherreue  tho 
We  ben  but  thre  bretheren  sbul  we  neuer  be  mo  73(j 

And  ^u  hast  prieoneii  pa  beet«  of  vs  alle 
Siifho  a  nother  brother  eupl  mote  him  be-falle 
Sire  ot«  naide  pe  fals  knyght  lat  be  pi  conn 
By  god  for  thi  wordea  he  shal  faro  the  wom  741 

BOYAi  18  c  ii     n 


JPPfflfDXZ  TO  GBOUP  A.    GAMBLYK.    SoyEl  MB  IS  0  fl. 

To  ^e  kynges  prtsone  lie  is  I-nome 

And  tiher  lie  shal  a-bide  til  pe  InBtiee  oome 

Parde  saide  sir  Ote  better  it  shal  be 

I  bid  bym  to  mainpiys  ^at  yon  graunte  me  744 

Til  fe  next  sitting  of  deliaeiaimce 

And  late  ^n  Gamelyn  stond  to  bis  cbaunoe 

Brother  in  suche  a  forward  I  take  him  to  the  [Utf  tq 

And  by  yi  fieidres  sonle  fat  ]>e  bygat  and  me  748 

But  he  be  redy  whan  pe  Instice  sitte 

Thou  shalt  here  pe  Itigement  for  al  pi  grete  witte 

I  graunt  wel  saide  sir  Ote  pat  it  so  be 

Late  delyuer  hym  anone  amd  take  him  to  me  752 

Tho  was  Gamelin  delyuered  to  sir  Ote  his  brother 

And  ]>at  nyght  dwelled  pe  oon  with  pe  tother 

On  the  morwen  saide  Gamelyn  to  sir  Ote  pe  hynde 

Brother  he  saide  I  mote  for  soth  firo  jow  W3mde  756 

To  loke  how  my  jonge  men  leden  her  lif 

Whether  pel  lyuen  in  loy  or  eUes  in  strifi 

By  god  seide  sir  Ote  ]>at  is  a  cold  rede 

Kow  I  see  psA  alle  pe  Carke  schal  falle  on  my  hede       760 

ffor  whan  pe  Justice  sitte  and  ])ou  be  not  1-fonde 

I  shal  anone  be  take  and  in  ])i  stede  Lbonde 

Brother  saide  Gamelyn  dismaie  pe  nyght 

ffor  by  seint  lame  in  Galys  ))at  mony  man  hath  sought  764 

3if  pai  god  almyghti  hold  me  my  lif*  and  my  witte 

I  wil  be  redy  whan  pe  Justice  sitte 

Than  saide  sir  Ote  to  Gamelyn  god  shild  pe  fro  shame 

Come  when  ])ou  seest  tyme  and  biyng  vs  out  of  blame  768 

Lithe])  and  Hstene])  and  hold  30W  stille 

And  ^e  schul  here  how  Gamelyn  hadde  his  wille 

Gamelyn  went  vnder  wood  Rys 

And  fond  ther  playng  ^ong  men  of  prys  772 

Tho  was  3ong  Gamelyn  right  glad  I-noghe 

When  he  fonde  his  men  vnder  woode  boghe 

Gamelyn  and  his  men  talkeden  in  fere 

And  ))ei  had  gode  game  her  maister  to  here  776 
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His  men  told  him  of  auenturea  fat  fe'i  hud  foude 
And  Gamelyn  hem  told  hem  a-}en  how  he  was  fast  bonde 
While  Gamelyn  was  outlaw  hade  he  no  eota 
j5or  was  no  man  >at  for  him  ferd  {>e  wore  780 

But  Abbotes  and  Priours  monlf  uTid  Chanoii) 
Oa  hem  left  he  noght  when  he  might  hem  noma 
While  Oamolyn  and  his  men  made  myrthea  Kyve 
The  fala  knyght  hia  brother  euel  mote  ho  prme  784 

ffoT  be  was  fast  abouto  bothe  day  and  other 
ffor  to  hire  fe  queste  to  bangen  his  brother 
Gumeljn  Rtood  on  a  day  and  be-bold 

The  wodes  and  f e  shawes  attd  fo  wild  feld  [i'«f ».  bwk]  788 
He  Jpoght  oa  his  brotiier  how  he  him  by-hette 
That  he  wolde  be  redy  whan  ^e  Justice  sette 
He  ^oght  welle  be  wold  with>oute  delay 
Come  a-fore  fe  Justice  to  kepen  his  day  792 

And  seide  to  hie  jong  men  dightef  jow  jare 
ffor  whan  pe  Justice  sitte  we  most  be  fere 
li'or  I  am  vndet  botow  til  fiat  I  coma 
And  my  brother  for  me  to  pryson  ahal  be  nome 
Be  seint  lame  said  bis  }ong  men  artd  Jiou  rixle  pfi-to 
Ordcigne  how  it  ahal  be  and  it  slml  Iw  do 
While  Gamelyn  was  comyug  per  fe  Justice  aatte 
The  fole  knyght  his  broker  for-jnte  he  not  pule 
To  hire  fe  men  on  his  quest  to  hangen  his  brother 
Thoghe  )«i  hadde  not  f/o  oon  (lei  wolde  haue  fo  tother 
Tlio  come  Gamelyn  fro  vndet  fe  wodo  Hya 
And  broght  with  him  jong  men  of  prys 
I  see  wel  seide  Gamelyn  ^  Justice  is  sette 
Goo  a-forn  Adam  and  loke  how  it  spette 
Adam  went  in  to  fe  lialle  and  Joked  att  n-bout<i 
He  say  per  stonde  loides  grate  and  stoute 
And  sir  Oto  his  brother  fi-toroil  ful  faste 
Tho  wento  Adam  oute  of  halle  as  he  were  a-gaat 
Adam  seide  t«  Gamelyn  arid  to  his  felawes  alle 
Sire  Ot«  stant  fetered  lu  ^  mot«  )ull« 
BOTAL  IS  c  ii.   gg 
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3if  god  jif  T8  grace  wel  for  to  doo 
He  schsl  it  a-bigge  fat  it  troght  fertoo 
Than  saide  Adam  fat  lokkes  hade  hore 
Cmtes  curs  mote  he  haue  ])at  liim  bond  so  sore 
And  fwu  wilt  Gamelyn  do  after  my  rede 
Ther  is  none  in  fe  halle  Bchal  here  away  hie  bede 
Adam  seido  Garaelyn  we  wil  not  do  aoo 
We  wil  ale  }ie  giltiP  aiid  late  |>e  tother  goo 
I  wil  in  to  fe  halle  and  with  fe  luetice  speke 
On  hem  fat  ben  giltif  I  wil  ben  a-wreke 
Lete  none  ecape  at  Jie  doro  take  )ong  nion  jeme 
ifor  I  wil  be  lustice  f  ia  day  domes  to  deme 
God  spede  me  fis  day  at  my  new  werke 
Adam  come  with  mo  for  ^oM  shalt  be  my  '^lerk' 
His  men  answerdea  bim  and  bade  him  don  his  best 
And  jif  fou  to  va  haue  nede  f on  shalt  fynde  vs  preat 
We  willo  stond  with  (po  while  fat  we  may  dure  [ii 

And  bate  we  wirken  manly  pay  va  none  hure 
Jong  men  saide  Gamelyn  so  mote  I  wel  the 
As  trasti  a  mayater  je  shal  fynde  me 
Bight  fere  f e  luatice  satte  in  fe  lialle 
In  went  Gamelyn  omonge^  hem  alle 
Gamelyn  lete  vnfetere  his  brother  out  of  bond 
Then  seide  sir  Ot«  his  brother  fat  was  hende 
Thou  haddest  Almost  Gamelyn.  dweJIet  to  long 
Sbr  fe  quest  is  oute  on  me  fat  I  ahuld  hong 
Brother  seide  Gamelyn  so  god  jeue  me  good  rest 
J)ia  day  f e  shul  ben  honged  fat  hen  on  f o  quest 
And  the  lustice  bothe  fat  is  fe  luge  man 
And  the  Shirrene  bothc  forgh  him  it  by-gan 
Thau  eaide  Gamelyn  to  fe  lustice 
Now  is  fi  power  done  fou  mosto  nedea  rise 
Thou  haat  jeuen  domes  fat  ben  yuel  dight 
1  wille  sitten  in  thi  eete  and  dreoaen  hem  aright 
XOTAL  IS  c  ii.    ii 
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The  Justice  sato  stille  and  rose  not  R-nonc 
And  Gamelyn  eleueil  his  cliike  bone 
Gamelyn  tokc  him  in  his  nrmee  and  nomore  spake 
But  thrw  him  oiior  fe  barre  and  lus  tame  brake  852 

DoTBt  none  to  Ounelyn  e&y  bnt  goode 
(for  ferd  of  f  e  company  ^t  with-onte  stoode 
Gamely  aette  him  down  in  ^  Inntice  eet« 
And  sir  Ote  his  brother  by  him  ami  Adam  at  his  fet«    856 
Whan  Gamelyn  was  sette  in  pe  lustico  eete 
Hcrkon  of  a  bourd  fat  Gamelyn  (lido 
He  lete  feter  fie  luetice  and  his  tah  brother 
And  lete  hem  come  to  fe  barre  fat  on  with  fiat  other     860 
Tho  Gamelyn  hadde  fus  y-done  hade  no  rest 
Til  he  hadde  enqnereil  who  was  on  ]iq  quest 
fl'or  to  demen  his  brother  sir  Ote  for  to  hong 
Er  he  wist*  whiche  pei  were  him  ^ght  ful  lonj;  864 

But  as  Bone  aa  Gamelyn  wjste  where  |)ai  were 
Ho  dide  hem  euerychon  fet«r  in  fere 
And  bringen  hem  to  pe  barre  ntiii  setten  hem  in  rew 
6i  my  feith  said  ^  Justice  ))e  shiireue  is  a  shrew  868 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  to  ^  lustice 
Thuw  hast  }one  domes  of  the  worst  assise 
And  the  xij.  sisotires  fat  weren  on  fe  quest  , 

Thei  shul  ben  honged  fia  day  so  haue  I  gode  rest  li«'  n.  Uck] 
Than  saido  pe  shirreue  to  ;ong  Gamelyn  ST3 

Lord  ,1.  cry  the  mercy  brother  art  ^a  myn 
Thep-fore  snide  Gamelyn  haue  f  on  cristea  airs 
fToT  and  fou  were  maister  ;it  shuld  1  haue  wois  876 

ffor  to  make  short  tale  and  noght  to  long 
He  ordeyned  hym  a  quest  of  his  men  so  strong 
The  lustice  ami  fo  sliirreue  both  honged  hyo 
To  woyuen  with  fe  ropes  and  fe  wynd  drye  880 

And  the  xij  sisours  sorow  haue  Jjat  rowa 
AUe  fci  were  hanged  fast  by  fe  nekke 
Thus  endid  ))e  fals  knyght  with  bis  tncherie 
Pai  ou«r  had  lad  his  li^  in  falseaea  ud  folie  884 
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He  WBB  honged  by  Jie  nekke  nnd  nnt  hy  [le  purs 

Jjat  was  fe  mede  fat  he  hadde  for  Iiis  failere  purse 

Sire  Otes  was  oldest  and  Gamolj-n  was  jong 

Wenten  to  Iiet  frendea  ami  pssseden  to  fe  kyng  888 

Thp-i  maden  pees  'irith  the  kyng  of  fe  best  sise 

The  kyng  loued  wel  sir  Otc  owi  made  him  lustice 

And  after  J»e  kjug  made  Gnniplyn  in  Est  nnd  in  Weste 

Chief  lustie*  of  his  fre  foresto  893 

Alle  his  wight  jong  men  fe  kyng  for-jaf  her  gilt 

And  sithen  in  godt  Olti(«  ))e  kyng  hath  alle  them  pilt 

Thus  wanno  Garaelyn  hia  lond  and  his  lede 

And  wreke  him  on  his  enemys  and  quite  hem  her  raedi'    896 

And  sire  Ote  his  brother  made  him  his  heii-r 

And  sithen  wedden  Gamelyn  a  wif*  gode  and  faier 

Thei  lyueden  to-gedre  while  fat  prist  wohle 

And  sithen  was  Ganielyn  grauen  vnder  mnlde  900 

And  so  shal  we  alio  may  fer  no  man  fie 

God  bring  vs  to  fe  loye  fat  euw  shal  be 
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*ff/mf  fti  aSffr-V.  J.  Fra. 


VAit,  3.  8t  Gcorgo' 


To  do  hononr  in  C  ii ; 
fotUMliyl.     Then'  :ii"  i< 


ETf 


E.  Wynno,  Esq.) ,  lU.  t  ..j.ii.iulrt.  ^  '-'■-  i.iL...  -li.--  :: 
the  PeWijfUi  Qiy  lis.vu  ..f  L.^rd  Iv.i.-.mli.lJ) ;  unil 
MuHum). 

Of  CbaaoDi'ii  Minor  Potmiii,— Ihr  MSS  of  which  ai 
MBS  nf  tbB  OntiTbarjr  Tiiltw.— nil,  or  nuulf  all,  the  1 
■omire  nil  the  ouBtinK  rvidcntio  far  Iho  inte  ten. 

To  BMure  tho  QdnlitT  and  untfonu  troatmont  of  the  ti 
raid  nit  vilh  Uiin'r  MS8, 

The  SimJvty'f  piiblientinnit  rts  iunrd  in  two  RrriM,  of  which  tin*  flrnl  coDlaln*  ihs 
dilNvnl  toil*  of  Cbuucor'a  irorlia;  iu)4  Ills  Scpnnd,  mch  ori^naU  uf,  auil  owafa 
on  llmaB  na  nui  be  iiriHmnid,  with  other  illii"liiilii-e  Ircxliaiia,  and  Suiipliiojnlin' 
Talo*. 


■e  Eoncrnlly  lati 

MSS  will  be  printo],  so  u  to 

sMr  P.J,  Puntivall  <rill 


Tlio  SocSetf'i  itnia  t»  1868,  in  tlie  Tiiit  Seriei,  ia, 

I.  The  Pruliignn  nnd  Knlgbl's  ThK  <>{  ih'-  r»iiiri)»Li)  T.ib'',  in  (i  |><i 
TcitB  (from  the  6  MBS  niuiinl  i----  i.  ,.  ■!.■  r  ,.  ,.,  |  ,i,;,  ,  -i,,,iui,; 
Grou|iAot  llio  Tole*.  and  llidr  1  I  ■  ■  ':■-■  i  iin- 

in  o  ulil  iiriiileil  edili<'n^  HU'l  .<l  '      '    .    '1--^., 

"Muvmbri'Pri'liieui»"of  tlic'-'iini    ■  ■■  i'(..li 

•odFranUin't  PnJopio,— wbi'n  ju.  n.i  n  .m  u.  .:  i.. :  i     '.l  .  -    n,:i  ■■ 
SnbrtJtiitw  for  Uinu.     C'''""  "is-lVil,  PnrI  l.i 
n,  The  Prolopu  nnd  KiuEbt'»  TiUo  from  ihn  ElleKiiurrn   MS. 
til.    „  „         „         „  „      „      „    HnnpiTt       „    \» 

IV „  ,    Cnml>ricln    .,    Gs.  4.  37 

"  '■  Oxford 


ri. 


rclW"rlh 


Sal 


(isparate  lames  of  the  Tdiis  forming  Pitrt  I 
Tha  iooe  for  1889,  in  tl.e  Fir»t  Seriei,  is, 

VIII.  TboMi!lcT'i,Bee»e-8,  nnd  Cw.W'»  Tales:  EllwnrCTeMS.l 

l^     ,1         „  >T  11       .1  ..  llimgwrt     „  iriTh  an 

3C-     I,         „  !i  1,       •■  II  Cuubriili^  „     I     AplH'iulii  of 

XI.      „  „  ,1  „        „  „  Corpus         „     f     '■  Oimiulyii " 

XII.     „         „  „  „        „  „  PK»>uiai    „         ft'mi  MiBlSB. 

XIII.  „  „  „  „  „  „  LllDlld0WD<>H      i 

(nepnralB  iiwuos  uf  tliB  Tuita  foniiing  the  8ii-T«it,  P»«  n,  No.  XIV.J 
Tho  issue  for  18T0,  in  (he  Fiiit  BeriBi,  is, 

XIV.  Tho  Miner's,  Krave's,  and  Cuok'n  Taloi.  with  na  Appeaitii  -tt  the  SpnrioiW 
Tfllo  of  Gamulj-n.  in  6  [KJsUol  Toils.     (Hii-Toil,  Port  II.) 


Theii 


uulj-n.  in  6  punllol  Toits,     (Hii-Teil,"f 
IB  for  1871,  in  the  Fint  Seriee,  i 


XV.  The  Man  of  Law'*,  Shipniui'n,  and  Pri"rKss'«  Tiilea,  with  Chaucoi 
Tale  uf  Sir  Thopiu,  in  6  iianllel  Textii  fmm  llio  M8S  nbovo  nniiicd, 
coloured  dmu-ingiat  Tellenof  ToIdh,  attiT  Uui  uri^juala  in  the  Ellenui 
XVI.  The  Man  of  Uw's  Tale,  from  thu  EllOMiiera  MR. 
XVII ,         „       „   Ciuiibrid(rc  MS, 


XX 


IS  M  S, 


oiicb  from  liii  M^t^. 

.  :_ Mit       ~ 

if  Foul™,'  from  ihnw  MS8. 


1.1  (ho  Potwonb  MS. 

lilt  EIWiiitirvMS.) 
,11  l:--The  Doth* 
ilioFairfniMSlt 
il;iiinm  of  FoulM? 


(1  of  Chnupcr'n  Mini.i  Punras,  Pi 


•t  I.  omlaininal.twuMSfmgiiini 
lUtttriiiK  vpraluns of  ■The  VMuip 

k'li7Cluu«r,'boihrr>.niM8»irtitU 

■  ■  M.Tj.if  PoMiis,  briuir  ihcluMTcxlfruni  ll 
I.  .vniiuininif,  I.  Tha  Il*llu>  ..t  niiLi.i..-lu>  il 
L!"  I'lif.  111.  The  ParUmmt  ..(  !■ 


■l'hr.C,.F.j|)le™iol  M«n.  V.  TliP  AHt.\  with  jlr.nri0n«l  tn.in  I»^  IMiuil.- 


■  XWIJ 

Ixxviii 


>r  1BT4,  in  t1i>-  Flnt  Striti  (i 


.. '■,  Siiu'i-Priturn,  DootiwX  Prinliincr'*. 

'i't'*  TaJi)«,  in  U  laimlliU 'tWlo  frimi  IliB 

.,:.:utr  !a.-..li.unHian.wii(K>  of  TuUmt.  «f 

I  'I'  ■ '<•  MS,  iinil  with  Spoeiiniun  ut  ill* 

■-r.|-.  ,;.r  I.ii.k.    (fi-T«t,  PtIV.) 

i<<ii<  tbvKllMuai'ivMS.  with 

': ::.l  X«nVPripi.t'BT«lw,(r..n. 

i      I  I'..'   i.l'.T-ofilipT«l«.   O'-nlllj 

-       N.i^  'l',.!.'*.  (nini  ttw  CMnliriditti  M8, 

r.rtlV.l 
I  "<-.~r'd(u  hUsgn  Lom-j-i,  ia  1301  *.ii.,  by 

'  ■  iL>,  w«iiw  w.  akw.i,  M.A. 

3eiU«,  i>, 

'I'liiu^  I'lUt  V,  pimUlning  tliE  Ch-^'n  uul  Mi't- 

Aj  in  Judo  IS7a],  la. 

1"  Si;iiin.'i  And  FniuUia'i  Tuli*. 

■    -i.i.TtiiHir  isr-iv  k 


,  ■>■.:■.  :    iu-<  of  Ihc  Six  MSS.  linuKinn; 

.  'iiirf  Crvnjfd*  wilb  Buceudu**  /ihn- 

...-I-*  UHiil  tif  Cbaumr.  aitil  an  AImIiticiI 

III  villi  •  [mm  uf  iha 

n  Bnval  4lu  fur  Ih-  5ir-  TnTi 

I!»n.  oxntnlnin^  tliD  rnmoi''  I^Jr,  aoJ 
'rcw  for  ihh  Fum  Scric* ;  uiil  f..r  IH77. 
;;  (liutii.  I'nif.  Hiram  Cunuti  !■  iiiidUiiR 
'  '■•••Ittim-y  T'lf.     U«  ba«  alw  afiml 


I'liiiil  rvhrmnu  lu  Sbiilnprrv  ai; 


■.l«-..Pn,.., 


1.   Emaj'a  tm  C'JiaiK-wr,  lii«  \\'ipriU 


0  auU  ljy0..wiT  (m  Url'ai 


linnriT  lio  T   M'ri|tht'» 


L.i  . 


:   1.  Prof-  EVH"t  ttrvicw. 
J.   n.  van  1U«>  Uwl*.  M..V;  i.   . 


-,iil  WxrUr-nl.: 

ElHtit  >nr  t'AoK.  

irj  Latiu  Tftutln. 

iiiwrnry  Pivf.up  I.,  llip  S.x-it.n'.  Sli-Twl  nlilli.n  c.(  Chaiic.*'*  VnuUrimy 
1  1,  i>ti>'iu).iiiui  l<>  tlti.w  ilif  DgUt  OnW  i-f  tliH  Talo,  aud  1bn  Dam  sml 
llaitm  u(  ilih  l'.l(rriirint.T,  i,7.  ir.,  l.y  F.  J.  FuniiviOl,  Kh|.,  M.A. 
»f  _rh<»  leoond  B«riBi,  H-"  i-wup  f"t  ISn  tn. 

ly  Ktiirli-li  I"r.iiiiiTii-([iiiini,  iHtli  -'lawiul  n-larmni  (ir  Sbnfaqwn>  wut  ChintPT. 
oiW  .1.  I-;ili..  K..|..  F  U.S.      P«ri  II. 
P  for  UTO  i.. 

[u-ln^inl  rpfrri'nra  r>i  Shakijim'  inJ  rhnarii, 


Hiy  Aliowi 

nr  lliK  Swosd  MrlH.  lb> 
A.  Kvly  KuKliiJi  rnni.in.' 
|r  Alrunrlrr  J.  V      '■ 


;«i.,  K.it.s 


:  Itl. 


Of  Ih*  SMOSd  Sariw.  iliu  imui  n-r  1871  ia, 

'.  Trial-hWvwonL'  lu  luy  runiU>.|-TlnU  >^>Il..n  uf  niaarrrV  M'u< 
ItuvT  SoeiMr  (with  *  try  to  iw>  ChaDMr'kW.irkt  In  ihrir  right  an 
■V  S.  Parnivftll.     I'lin  1.    (I'bii  Part  hriii|p>-<iiii,  fur  iha  ItrKi 


Ift  nl  riiiM),  It 
tioi*,  Chaiu*/* 


^^v                          '^^^^^^^H 

^^M        nr  tl>«  Seoend  Serial,  tlit' 

lie  for  imS                                                   ^^^^^M 

^^^&  wirinfl?^M"''.'iV''v'*''''r7'~''' 

^^B   Kick,.!,..  ' 

^^^B  hrV 

^^^B.  Bdtauiid  1- 

^^^B   >nni.m..r 

^^^V  runiijt.^  rf,i:-\ 

.:..'.l.'iir-iiiil...  .(/"vMf /.-.'-.  /.■■■,      t  T«» 

^^M     Fr<ii.'hrnMmuxlil.     ' 

■     !»!.  luiuu  Sl.iriB-liki'l.W /■i"r.  /n/». 

^^H        oriheSMonctSevu.'^. 

■    :   :iiT3  n. 

^^^H        a,  Albcnniu.  ul 

'.li.,L._L.H  J/.r/,<*),  irflteJ  fruui  lln.  M^-S,  l^- Ur 

^^H    iH,<in'«  uf  Ui..  I''»i.<.-I,     i.c,::.  >i  . 

^^H    Tbor  Biuiclby. 

^^H       or  th»  8«Mnid  S<rrii*.  lh«  iov 

»  rm-  1BT4  is. 

^^^B       0.  Bm^v-  'm  ('liHurro-,  Lis  W 

rd..  >iiuLW.>rkm  Part  II.;  3.  John  <.t  noTMlvn'a 

ih-  MS,  wilh  a  trannUiion.  br  Mr  K.  limrk.    4, 

.     j.^i   I'lira,  V,><|.    fi.  Ml"  K.  BrnwII-Brnw-ntaB 

"  "t  lb"  Bo«ktfl/if  l-ot4,.  WVl.  •rliltt 

^^^H  ChauKLi'ii  iiMinr  111" 

^^H   onCluuM'r;  briiu- 

^^H   rt<tftte  W             l..'u 

■  1    Mr  Itnliorl  iTrr.irruir.            'Vifrmor 

^^^K   Bcmhonl  T.ii-I<ritil.' 

■  Ii.iiihit'h  O.jii/'/ri/ii'f  ■« /if.. 

^^^H       lit  tlic  Beoond 

!.-,.!  ;., 

^^^B     lu. 

.   ■.ii„n. 

^^^H     ClUDT,   iJlr'     - 

1   I'tln 

^^^B    5llH>Ui 

^^H  relmrd. - 

'  ■''!>■ 

^^^B  thHun^K..:   '1 

^^H  IheJ/,,,:. 

■.'ii,«l 

^^^■of  lUt'.s..'. 

^^K    11.    

^^^1                     ... 

'       "fi. irrrbyltJobiinlBiM^ 

1 ||'>,.,iiTu,.sd,iy,  SfTt.fi,  wot 

,-i.,ihi.riib:i,TKnMnHlffl<V 

^^^V  byM'uii'....! 

^^H        13.  Tliyn^.'^A.m 

■  -|..i;lilUfA„««r.  «■«■<«,  iv-(«ilnd  fTUio 

^^^■-Iliu  1.Di,l1l.>  Mb,    L.V   1  : 

■  III.  fi<«b  ijvwi  of  M'UluLtn  Mil]  I'VuieU 

^^H  Thynne,  lind  tbiM.i,[.  , 

/'.■   l-il^.i;;  T«Jk      . 

^^H       01  the  SecoDd  Sen<;- 

^^^K      14.   Ui.-n '  1    ' 

^^■Eaw.r.1 

^^^Klraclsl <<      ' 

^^B^  VkU  .»' 

■■]■;.                                               .  ,..jj 

^^■ll^ll..^.\i.>.- 

^^^emidnu    .-iil.u^-i  A..i'.'Or'.    ->■    >[ 

^^^K  PnmiTHll. 

^^^B      16.  Orlniiiala  imd  AiuiI>«Um  »f  Cbanoct'i^  Cmji^-^"                                  mf.  Tli«         ^ 

^^^■'Sluvy  i>r  Ciiiiilflnco,  tur  UiG  Jfu" 

0/  U.^:  T-U:                            .riiu  uy  „  Jnr  Tw           H 

^^^B  lin^a^  •  Qt-oAt  Mnm,'  im  AtiV. 

^...nfih-Pv/,,^,         .w;.     f,5:  'ri,f.f,.ri.H,.pin.f.          S 

^^^■W  uiutdciJ  l^,'  ..  J,.*' 

-'' ■■■■"■"■■'"" :■  ^" --."■"■  ....bv   m 

^^Brie.'X''' " 

■ 

^^^■tfunCJi:.,.:. 

a 

^^^VW'inibi-M        1 

A 

^^■-B.  CImun-,    . 

-  Uuxfi        ^ 

Lli.iii.iT  n.ji  .1  L^tn.»«r.         ^H 

^^^■froln  J.>ljii..' 

^^^K     17. 

■1  '  .■uiii-biin',  n.-(.lifwl  rnnn         ^M 

^^VSio  Mu\:.               ■  •■  . 

■■■-.■-    I'...|l.    J.  Furnivnll.     fmi  I.  ttu           H 

^^HlTuii,  Willi  \V....  MI..II. 

.:  ...V  ui  I.--rt,  no*  fltti  .nEni'-,!  (ru,„  Ll.          V 

^^Hluniquo  MS..  Mil  Ut-ir.> 

1.    "I  irumLundouloCimlcrtniry  ill  Hi?,".,               ^B 

^^H     MuH>n>Triib>un',k<'. 

■    1       .  .iv  ilill.  Loftdwi,  B.a.  aio  lb,.  S..-i,.|.              J 

^^HfuUinbore,  .Mown  CliiM 

^^^■(uiuow  LwiD,  Londim,  K.<.'.,  il^<  1. 

.>   II-  |.n.it.;ra,  luul  theAUiAni'u  IS.. n Ic,  l< lining-           ■ 

^^^Kdua  on  »very  lot  Jununry,  b«Kii>i>u»c  wiih  Jw.  1.  1MB.    MBrtMt<«trt>  «n  uniMit               J 

^^^L   PRit.  ciiiia.  ur  Huvnrd  ColWcN 

muUd.    Thuteofil.c/.-flj/tarhi'rtJuttini.           Jfl 

^^^by  SacniUry  fur  Aliimc*.     Maul 

^^^^BablMherg,  ur  to  Ihu  Uunumry  Si-cntjir},                                                                                           3 

A.  G.  8SELOU0VE.  Esq..     "  ■            -     J 

^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Orllcfimcrc  M^i 


tfhiiiuerfs  (I'aiitijrbiir!)    iAi\\ 


LONDON : 

l<ttni.lijH8li  nm  the  cHArrxD  soi^iKn'  itv 

S.  TIlt'IlNEl!  *  CO.,  57  li  59,  LWICATK  IlILtJ 


.  .  Wjc  Cljaucw  Socitta. 

TRi^rtCT.V/:— 7.  J.  Fuusn-ALL,  Enn.,  4,  SI  Oeorge'a  Snunre,  PriinnM Hfft 
Hon.  Sir. .-— W.  A.  DiLiiEL,  Enq..  67,  Viptona  Road,  FiDsbar}-  Park,  S. 

THE  CHAUCEK  SOCIETY'S  PUBLICATIONS. 

Tudo  bnnour  liiCllAtrcBB,Bndtolct  the  lovers  and  (tudontx  of  Mm  wc  how  f utile 

bull,  imprintod  MiuiupcHpU  of  his  vrntkn  dflferd  from  the  printed  tdXl*.  thia  SoeMjr 

won  fminilBd  in  ItKS,     Tnero  wero  tlien,  iinil  nro  still,  nuiny  qneiitionB  at  rneli*,  pw 

niiDcUtian,  ortboBT*lihr,  tad  ntynwlo^  yet  (o  be  wttlcd,  for  whivli  man  |irinl>  ol 

ManUKripta  wets  and  kre  wauled ;  imd  it  ie  hHrdlf  l<^  mocli  tu  tty  IliKt  evtry  lina 

I   of  Chuuoer  DonUina  point*  that  need  rwoiuiiderntioa.    The.  fonndrr  (Mr  fimivsU) 

I   bogiui  with  The  Canlerbury  Tnltt.  and  biu  ^ven  of  theni  (in  )i»al1i'l  I'oluiiinii  Id 

[  Roynl  Ito)  nix.  of  the  bent  tboretnfure  unprinted  M*n(is«rlpt>  known,    ttineniuch  M 

'    tllO  parallel  arnrntcement  nACSHitalvd  Ibe  alUntlion  ■>[  ihu  places  of  cerlniu  talui  in 

lu  of  tho  MSSi  &  Pfint  of  each  MS  baa  beeD  iBBued  nepamlelr,  following  Uio  ordur 

t>  uriRinal.    Tlw  first  MX  MSS  printed  have  boen :  the  Ellcamora  <by  leatc  of  the 

Eitrl  of  Ellesmere]  ;  the  Hco(cwTt  (by  leave  of  W.  W.  E.  Wynne,  E>iq.)  -,  tlie  CmiiIi. 

Univ.  Libr.,  MS  Gg.  4.  37 ;  th«  Corpua,  Oxford ;  tke  Putworth  (by  IcuVo  uf  Lord 

'    I^v^unBnhl);  and  the  LnWovno  86;  (Brit.  Mua.l .    Tha  Tlarleian  a374  will  f-illuw. 

Of  etwucer'a  Minor  Paema,—ihe  MS8  of  whieh  are  genunilly  Ulcr  tlian  Ihn  btnl 
,    MSS  of  the  Canterbaty  Talis,— all  the  avslUble  HSS  have  been  printed  lo  w  hi 
■ennce  all  the  euHling  evidflnoe  tor  the  trae  text. 
Tile  Ifaoxr  from  the  best  MS,  and  the  Trailivi  Parallel-Text  Ironi  Ihe  3  bv«t  MBS, 


CPumthe'lti 

ad  will  rend 


e  Icil!,  Mr  F.  J.  Fnniivall  h 


1iffi-n<iit  iHxtaof  C'U^.ii 

tliaan  u  ean  bo  pnn'ini  'I,  .;  i  h    .'I  .  ^ 

nitST  SHItlKS. 
T1i(i  Sociotf'n  iuuB  fur  1B6B,  in  the  Tint  SerlH,  is, 

I.  The  Pnilniiiiie  and  Kniicht'a  Tale,  nl  Ihe  CanlerbuiT  Tulrji,  in  G  pandlul 
Text!  (from  the  S  MSS  namud  below],  (•■giether  with  TablM,  stii.wint;  the 
Qroup*  of  the  TalCH,  and  their  varying  onlnr  in  HS  MSS  of  the  TalCL  and 
in  S  old  prinled  ediliona.  and  alxo  Spm-iniena  from  aeveml  MBK  of  th« 
"Moveable  Proloirno*"  of  the  Canterbury  Tatei.— The  Shipnian'iPmlogue, 
and  Fninklin'a  I'mlogurv^whrai  moved  fnim  Ibuir  rjghl  |ilaeca,  iind  ut  the 
Subatltnlea  for  iheni.  (The  Six-Text,  Part  I.) 
n.  The  Prologue  and  Kni^lit'H  Tale  fmm  the  EllMmen'   MS._ 

in ,         .,  „      „      „     Itengwrt       .r   IS* 

IV.     „  , Conilmdjce    „.    Og.  4.  27 

V,     „           „           „           „  „       ,.      11     Corpus  .„     Oxford 

VI.    „          ,.          „         „  „      „      „    Pel  worth      „ 

VII.    „  ,  „      „      „     Laniidoiimo.  „    Wl 


(..piiralei-a 

iBii  of  (be  T 

»xt«  lonoin,;  I'.irt  I  of  Ui 

u  Six-Text  odiliun.) 

Tlie  is^iie 

for  isee.  i 

tlie  riret  SariH,  U. 

VIII.  Tlie 

Miller- s.  R 

fve-s,  .iliJ  Ciik's  TiilM 

IX.      „ 

,. 

CambriV..          Appendix  of 

X.     „ 

XI.      „ 



Xll.    „ 

",    "   "<    z 

xin,    „ 

(wparnW  i«* 

Ilea  of  llie  Texta  foniiing  the  Si»-Te 

t,  PaH  11,  .No,  XIY.) 

The  teue 

for  1870.  1 

a  the  Firtt  8«riM.  is. 

Tale  of  Ganielyn,  in  6  parallel  TcKl'i.     (Six-Text,  1 
The  tssua  for  IBTl,  in  Ihe  rint  8niM.  it. 
XV.  The  Man  of  Law'*,  Sbipinoa'ai  anil  Priorenn'*  Tulun,  «ith  Chauror'a  own 
Tale  of  Sir  Thnpiu,  in  li  parallel  Texu  from  the  MSS  slwvc  named,  and  10 
culonred  drawing*  of  Tellers  of  Talus  nfter  tlie  ori|(inaUin  tlie  Ellesmere  M  S. 
XVI.  The  Han  of  Law's  Tale,  fniiii  ibu  Ellnnieni  MS. 

XVIL     ,.        .,      „   CambridKe  M8. 

L\.rpii»  MS. 

ItX,  ThcShipinau'ii.  Priunw.'.,  and  Mini  of  Uw'»Tiile»,  fnmi  tlio  Polworlh  MS. 
..  The  Man  of  [jiw'a  Tale,  fmin  tbn  I«ni«li>wne  MS. 

I*  at  Xritm  Di  T«l«  w  IJw  BUmk*  M«^ 


Duntar  :  F.J,  FimMVAi.i .  1 
wtr:  H.  B.WiiK*Ti.tiv.K-.|     . 
I.  tier.:  W.  A.  Dawiil,  i;"|.,  !■ 
a»k"t;  Tni  Union  Baxk  nv  J 
rulliii*rt:  N.  Thvunbh  ahii  L 

rhs  Knriy  EnelUh  Tait  Socii^ly  van  (tartod  b)'  Hr  FunivuU  ia  1804  roaj 
qm-i-  Mf  1,rmK>ii>--  Ili.>  <»u»  ■>!  ni.|  i:i,[;U.'li  L!t<wnlun<  wiihin  tho  nucli  u^ 

li'i'.rv  -tii'ti'iii   'uirl  M  wi|.;r-  -1-.T.V  tI".  n-jtr-mth  tiiidiT  wliiih  KntjUnd  hiul'l 
'■••I.    I  h.L'  :ii.'  !<  jf  ]:!il<  I'.ii  M  -I  111  i)i'  ' imiilii  ot  bi'T  nirlF  lifo  fmd  laagar 

.  <   '.   I    i      .  .  -.    '         .   ;.iiFii  in  cnnful  nlitiuiiB  ail  that  II 


.^  1.1  uf  JaM'akY,  and  >.hiiuld  b*  | 
,  (ifflco  uf  the  VuiciD  Bnnk  ol  Loi 

J, , J  ,...,.du  uxyaUu  U  lli«  L'hirt  OUI>«.  I«i. 

f  tlw  nan.  BaitWiy,  Mr  W.  A.  UalkIil,   HT.  Vidluria  Uowl,  Fimbury  I 

''  htblimHoHtJiH- 1881  wfU  «r  fntd/ram ; 

I  :l.  R.  J.  Ukhhtauk,  B.A.    [vlf  I'ri'i. 

I  nir-Q,  Inijci.  and  (ilKuary.  Ed.  U.  D.  Wn: 
i..i.l»«I  and  t™«lil.«HtM,  nl.  Prut.  KifcITi .. 
-    ii'.m  Lunl  Tullciiiaehf'B  Slh  Mmtnrf  M8.,  d 

i.  Rbv,  Pnif.  SkS- 
IITERS,  ir,.  ed.  II.  SWM 


S  MUtl«JltOFUFE,«1.8.J,UKniiTAaK,]| 
.ThrBlMM.    Ac-.  «1.    K«r,   r*\ox    SIm'^ 

.  THE   EAItl.Y   K.V(il.I81I   VKUSH   LIVES   OF  SAINTS  'A-  1 

^         H..1I»T1I*S», 

Hl'(>Ul»A(iE  tJF   I'ltE  LVF  UF  MAXHODE.  in  lUo  Nartlwm  Uialoci 

I  H.  J.  HltKMTA..Il.   HA. 

KNGLO-SAXON    AM>    F.AItLY    ENGLISQ    PSALTEUS,   od.   W. 

t     Whiuht,  M.A..  »ml  J.  Wocn.. 

^>fi  1,0- SAXON  MKlBICAl,  I.IVE8  OF  SAINTS,  in  MB,  CiiU.  Jul.  ] 


\AI  P 


tSI>K^[<         1.  I      I.Jr<idu»ti.>naiidClli>iMrT,v<Lni>v.nT.I(-Mo«J 

;i'EI.   Ill'     Ml   'M-l    Ml    -.   ..1.  I-UUF.  WuLCltKll. 

L  THE  m-KKUXn  IIOMtl.tEFi.  971  A-D^  ad.  Knv.  I)t.  K.  Mobh 

L  ENOUSII  W0aK8  OF  WTrUP,  hlthnta  aniirlDtnl.  nL  P.  1>,  Mati 


HA.    [Jt  Prru. 
IS     J.  THE  TAILL  OF  RAtT  COLTTK 

I-    ^.'tIIK  aOWnONK  or  HABYLONB, 

luniANL'KOF  AI.KXANnFJt,BL  R*t.  I 
II   n>wKi.%  B«.    IJr /Vru. 
lARBOiK  ^  iii:i  I  r      i   i;  ^   \V,lV.(iK»Ar.    Fan  IV.    [Ai  Pr*t. 

bl'Y  OF  WAlOMr  K    |'^  ("''"'■"'  >"■••  ■  14th  nant.  •ir  AdcbinlMh  M&      _^ 
■^      1 1-1(1.  .-...,1.  ut  I  .iu.  Ljl.  *IS.).  nlll«I  bj  Prut.  Zi'MWA.     pMt  L     [At  fl 


■;  KOMASCEB 
...  OTrKI.I.,&._,  ..I    S.  J    IliuuTio  ._  _ 
kXXVt.  CIIAHI-KMAOXE  ROMASCKSr-i 


a.  THK  8BOK  OFF  WEUHtl 
I.Y-P  OF  CHABLKS  1 


bt  Ballab  Sotitto 


IHliS,     Ttn 


„■  j>i,i 


Twenty  havn  been 
Mote  MkiuIwi's  und  Luc.l1  Stvrulacjis  ar"  wnnteil. 
Subwriptiuna  •hnnlrl  )ie  puil  rilher  Id  tlii'  nccounl  »f  Thr  hallad  Htxittm  it  Uii 

A?li«nw  ftitili,  BattholoBIBw  Lunp,  l^nntlon,  EX'.,  "r  ((■*  Vo*i  i  Pfflw  Uttter;  |ai< 

ublo  ul  llw  ChUr  OlOoe,  E.C'.)  tu  llie  Ilirti,  Sec— 

W.A.  nALZIRI,.E«,. 

G7.  I'letar^  lU,  >rni*.u-r  VWA,  S. 

Nu,  I.    Ballftd*  snd  Pacini  from  Maniuoriptt.    Tol  I.  Part  I,  "n  iliv  l^iidftiaiL 

of  Etigliinil  In  t)iM  ll(ti):iis  u>  tL'tiry  VllI,  nii<l  Kitw,  Vt.  (iticliiiliii!;  ihv  8Ut* 
of  tlie  Ckrj:v,  Muiik^,  iinil  l''riiLr>'>  cniitniiut  il>rsiile>'  n  lun^  liiitiiilurliiin)  Itie 
followingpornH,  *i^.  1  >Jow  n  riiiycs,  nli.  1520  *.l.. ;  Vnx  Piijiuli  Via  Dei,  A.U, 
1547-8 ;  Ttie  Euyn'  of  ■  Itpnm' ;  The  Imngc  c.f  Ypocrciye.  *.ii,  1533 ;  Jktnbt 
the  Bbuphcminz  EiiglUh  (.iithrnint  iinJ  ihr  pDiionoiis  Dngun  Lnchw;  Xh 
Spiiiling uf  thn  AI>tU7» ;  The  (iririliriiwc  of  Ihc  Ahbeya.  n  Tale nf  Robin  IlMdl | 
Dc  Muiiit9t»ri»  Dirucis.     E.litL'il  l.ir  P.  X  PrnviVAM.,  M.A.     IMS. 


Mn.  2.  Ballad!  from 

Auue  »i)li-vii,  S.ii>i 
J.  It,  UuekboN^G.  ) 

FCK-MVAH.,  M.A 

Nu.  3,  10.  Ballail? 
Ktlano*. by  He  -i 
firstctbe  fiill  -III. 
c:ici:iiteJ  fur  lii-i 


Vgl.  I,  Put  S, 

ne  Uniy.  &i?,,  wii 


wntninii  RidlivU  an  WoImj 
]iii  Indei  and  GliMurr.  w* 
.  VgluiBc.     PMitBl  fay  kj. 


Voliniif  TI    Pjr 


I  \U.< 


..  til. 


i.-.i.,'..  Vol,  XI,  P«rt  8, 
III.  Dcnkv,  Kaldgh,  Ibu< 
Osfonl.     18T3 


BoulaiuinH  Bullad*  on  UMwa  iiliioWili.  li-r 
biiber,  Jtatoo,  cic.    JEdilcd  by  W,  R.  MuutJ 

Kn.  4,  6,  n,  8,  0,  IS.  \i.  Tlu  Boxbvrgba  BalUdi.  run  I  |l»iGU).  I'ait  1  (laTft)] 
Hull  3  (1S71),  IWt  1  (1872  . 1'-rt  J  (IMTH),  I'mt  «  (18:*).  I'm  7  (I874),  VmK  1 
llN-n).  witji  *buri  Xvt<:E  I.V  W.  CuAviTU,,  l-:>ii.,  uud  copira  »>  tU  «J«faill 
Wumlcuu  by  Mr  W-  H.  QoorEn.     ISliiJ. 

N'u.  T.  Captain  Cos.  hi*  Ballads  and  BmIu,  cir,  Hudcht  I,.AMiiUkii'E  LMtn: 
Whcarin  nitttol'  the  enierUiiMinxuC  u|]lou  iIid  lluienK  Majraty  nt  Killiaiprortli 
CmsII,  in  WuHik  Hbeor  in  ihtii  Soamem  rrogrvus  .\Sti.  ic  ^iiiiiirii'd ;  Iniui  u 
freend  nlBcer  aLteDdliiit  in  thn  Coiirti  uutii  liix  Tiiicnd,  n  Cltiai'n  urn)  Mrii^liautit 
of  Lnnduo.  ice-edit«d.  vritli  aceounU  uF  oil  Cuptiiin  ('nt'i  iiiii-^ibli!  )IihiI>  »m 
BsUiiiIb,  iinil  H  ciiiiiptiri»un  of  thvni  wUb  thi>iH<  in  lb«  (^impla^ni  i-i' Hn-tiimi/f 
1«9  A.D,.  hj-  F.  J.  FCHNIVM,!,  M.A.      1871. 

Ko,  11-  LoT»-Poemi  and  Hnnoiiront  ones,  frimi  u  vulntnu  in  tbo  Britliti 

i-diwd  by  F.  J.  Kiuimvai.!,,     luri. 
Ku.  14,  13.  10,  17.     Tbe  BaglbTd  Ballad*.  i^UUd  br  the  Ror.  J.  W.  EiMWOim. 

M.A.     I'urt  1  (WTW),  Tarn  2  nn<13  (IiImJ,  I'ntt  i  1!(*7BJ;  »a|iplomciit .  Tlir 

Amiinda  Cironp  (laao), 

/«  Prrpuratlon,  all  lis  Jlallaiti  hating  itm  copM. 

Tha  Boxborahe  Ballad*.     With  thorl  Nnti»  by  Uif  llcv.  J.  W.  Ehswoutii,  FtrU 

i>mi,l  10,  r.>r  ISSl.  M' A«»i' 

Tha  Civil  War  and  ProEcotorata  Ballada.     Hdiled  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Eutwaml, 


l^t  Cbauccr  Soticfn. 

Ir  F.  1.  Fkhkivall,  3.  Si  0wtr((*'i.9« 


Sou.  *«. .-— W.  A.  Dalkibl,  Hhj.,  67,  Vici 


iU,^S^ 


•bury  I'aili,  lAudon.  N. 


THE  CHAUCEK  80CrE'n"S  PCBLICATIOS8. 
inr  to  CuAi;rEH,  snd  ^J  let  Iha  Invon  and  Btaili<nl«  uf  liitn  ■(> 
■d  Mnniucripu  ot  hi«  w>irks  diSt.'rd  Iruiu  the  pHntnl  trxltt. 


'.  Libr.,  MS  fi, 
,   liurunfldd) ;  ond  ih 

Of  CImucer'*  JKi"«w  /l.^-.o,-!).!'  MSt 
JISS  uf  tho  Cantertiuiy  Tiilia,— all  the  i 

nihei 


I'liilable  MS8  hav«  bcim  [iriniHl,  ■ 


The  TYoilui  Psrallel'Texl  from  the  3  b»t  MS8  has  been  wucd.  wid  ft  llli  MS  tiot 
i>f  it  with  the  eng-ljoht  Bocmueiu  CanipitriiiOD. 

Tu  xecure  tho  Bdelity  and  untfonn  tn«tnii'iit  nf  the  text*,  Dr  F.  J.  FurnniiU  U* 

read  nnd  irlU  read  all  with  Ibdr  MS&. 

Anlotgpei  of  most  of  the  beat  Chauoer  M88  hare  been  puV>li'1il. 

The  Suciely'a  piiblicuiluinn  nra  iMQud  in  t«u  Berim,  ^-f  "'■  ■■■'■■  ":•   i:   -:  <  <.ri'.iin<i  ih« 

1  ilitltorMit  tBxttol  Chnueor'a  worka;  and  tho  Serund.  kh' I  -.i\'i>n 

I  tl>«Ae  ■*  oan  be  prvcured,  with  alhgriUiutralive  tn)«li~< -.  .  I  nlw. 

M«8n*Triil)ii*rftCa„of  S7  ftSO,  LudirateHill.  I-iT,.i I    -.■•-ly'm 

I   publi-hfT".  Mr«".R.  Cliivnnd  Roaa  of  Bunimy  i"  prmki-.  ..i.m  ':!■.  Ali..u...  Iliink. 

1  BnrlhMl."....w   I,..,,,.,    I.„ii.j..n.  E.C.,  i[i>  batikflra.      Tb«  ™riy  ..ii(.«ri| n,  whfrh 

•tiiiiN-  M  .".I.  i-iii[.,  I-  (M-.i  iruinon*,  duo  un  every  l«i  Januatr.  bofriwiins;  wilh 
1,  I.  INiiS.     M.-'i    V-, „''■,-■  ,ifru>a«liJ.     Ml  tht  Sarxely'ii PuilinHiuHt  tan  till 

I   ht  had.     Til ■,;  'l-i  Jii'-'  ii-iir  liart  bten  rtprinttd. 

Pnif.  ChiJd.  Ill  Hurvuril  College,  Cuabridfe,  UaarachUiielta.  i*  ibo  Sncialy'n  HnBur- 
I  ary  Svorelnr}'  fur  Awenia.    Metuben' naiuea  and  aubarriptiunii  tttny  bo  mil  lo  tb« 
PubliidiHrii,  or  to  Iho  nunuraT;  Secivtary, 

W.  A.  DALZIKL,  E»a..  67,  Vieloria  Band,  Fi—inry  r»ri.  Lohi/bh,  A'. 

FIRST  SERIES. 
he  Socktf'a  iaaue  tot  1868,  in  the  Finl  BsriH,  ii, 
1.  The  Pnilopie  and  KmVht'n  Tnle.  "f  the  Ci.nlerburr  Tali*,  in  6  parnlllil 
Texts  (fruin  the  8  MS?  Darned  briiiv),  lontlier  willi  I'abln.  ibiminr  tb* 
Okujm  uf  the  Talea.  and  thiMr  varjliig  rirdiir  in  38  M88  of  tlia  Talni  and 
in  5  vlil  prinluJ  ulillona,  and  aira  Bpcrimm*  from  coremi  MttS  uf  ih« 
"  MoreBble  Prolnifum"  uf  the  Canlerhur;'  Talc*— Thn  Sbip[iiun'i>  I'r'iluKnn, 
and  Friuiklln'K  Prulu^e.— wben  niunsd  from  tbwr  right  plaeea,  and  ot  ibt 
Substitute,  for  thmn.     (The  Kix-Text,  Pari  1.) 
It.  The  Frvh-gne  and  Kiiijrhfe  Tale  from  Ihe  F.llewiiere    MS.  Pnrt  I. 

II,     „  „  ,.  ..  „       ..       ..     ItcniniTt 


Corpu. 


»..rtb 


r.it,*.27   , 
Oxford       , 


[.     „  „  ,       .,       „      LunNd. 

tie  iAKiiea  ot  tlio  Teitf  fonniDi;  Pnrt  I  of  the  Six-Teil  ediliun.) 

!  istue  for  18G9,  in  the  Fint  B«riu.  U, 

[.  The  ^Ull^lr■^  Roevc"*,  and  Cook"*  T»Wi    Ellosinero  MS.l       p^^  jj 
■      .>  -t  t.  ..         ..  ,.         Henirwrt     „  ^j,|,  ^ 

:.     „        „  ..  11       .•  ..       Cambridge  „    I  App.'ndiii.f 

; „  „       „  „       Corpiw        „     I  '•  Rnnielyn" 

„  „       „  „        Pelw-irtb     „  '""" 

„  „        .,  „        Lansdonme..    J  W"- 

the  TeiU  [onniDg  tbp  Si»-Text,  Part  H,  >>.  XIV.J 


Of  th<:  Beeond  S«ii«l,  llic  u»u<i  for  1B8 

jiiia/i  Anil  Aitalagt  aj'llia  rBiilti-iniiiWk 
r  W.  &,  ULiuton. 

J  ai.  J.i/,.Htcwtl>  »t  i-kauth-.  Purl  III,  a.  The  Hou-fWU  book  ot  Imi1«11i..  «jfi.  r.f 
rrintv  Lional.lhinlmm  tif  lidwunj  III.  in  whirli  tliu  unuii- 1<(  OEUF'fHNl  Ciuirtu 
■n>  uu^umj  ntllad  (mui  lbs  uni>iue  MS  In  iTib  Urll,  Mun.,  Inr  CdwaMA  Bunil, 
I.I..D.,  Vhivf  Libmriiin.     ».  Chnuwr  m  Furotcr  ..f  Kurtli  FMhvn.m.  Summpl, 

U.  liy  W.lf^rd  I).  S*lb.(,  R«i.     Willi  iin  A|.|*iiJiK  by  W.ltw  Hyo.  Khi., 

\e<a  ■  OnijcllHiliHr ',  1 1,  Chauwr'a  Lunnocrlun  wilb  t^im  uid  .Nurfulk. 

[    Of  11>«  Bwond  B«riM,  tlis  uwue  fot  18B7  will  proUbly  be. 

M.  OrigiHaU  «hJ  Aualuijt  of  Iht  Va.ihiiHr.j   T'lUi,   P.rt   V   (pomjiUtttiir  llio 

1 L     !(„[(,„,  Aniilog»,  II,  by  W.  A.  t'lou«ton. 

i  'Si.  John  Lann'*  CWi^iiiHKfrun 'i/TAitiirer'ii  AVHrivV  TVifn.  i^tiiil  Iroin  llic  U  MSS 
h  iliv  DoJIoUn  Lilintry,  Oxlari,  Cy  W.  A.  ('liiui.tuli,  wilh  FioMiiiOnt. 

I  2^.  TL«  T«le  of  Bfiyn,  P»rt  11,     lairodupilon  nnd  GloBnnry,  bv  F.  J.  PumitBll 
>Dil  W.  O.  KhiDd :  with  ui  E«iy  un  Aiwlui;*  <><  tin'  'IVlo,  by  W.  A.  Ctuiutun. 
*   iS.  Tilnl-Foniwonla  to  Chaofor'a  Minor  J>mHH,  Firt  II,  by  Vt  JuLn  Koib. 

AmoHfthe  TtxUandKuayt,i-i'.,}irepaviiig forth f  tTmiprr Sociff;)  am — 
1  Karlfi  Englith  J'lViiattriatioH,  wilh  npA^iiil  nitcrmcs  to  61is1ui)wre  Mid  Chnunr. 
VaIpuhiIiit  J.M»,Bwi,F.B.S,  Pan  V,  [ni'iffillpiiitaUggaiiiPiniiH  imi. 
',  lift-Htf<iriU  if  Chaucer,  Part  IV.  F.nruliunDti  utid  D<>cuni«nU  fnitu  Wir  Piiblii 
tm^  Om<th  tli«  {^iij'  "I  lAndun  Tu*n-Clwlt'»  Offlw.  4r.,  odilcd  liy  Wnlfoid  H. 
Mby,  U*q.,  and  Dr  Funilvoll.  [IA»  xfill jifa$ailg  f  la  11m  ...  IWN. 

I  Cbincxr's  A«irf    hi  Caultrhnr^,  vilh  Ofrilby's  Plan  ut   it.   IS7A.  and   M'lUinni 
Inllh'*  Plan  nf  tb«  t'lty  of  Cnelerbni?  in  liiM ;  by  the  Rev.  V!.  A.  Sniit  Ili>1n<ri»i>, 
*  '     "    I.  Sw.  u(  ih«  K«Di  ArrliHiiIiit^icnl  Inatitule. 
'  'A  ilctalld  CuiiiIHirUon  i.(  CbanriiT'd  Si'iphl'i  I'nyiwilh  Iba  Triri^mt  Burcarcb-.' 
y  HuMiiV  Wahii,  Kui.,  uf  ihr  MS  r)>'ii«nmL>nt  u(  Ihu  Ilriii.h  Miuwiim.  j^l  iVro. 


Carly  (Ijnglisij  STrft  5oti:tu. 

■n-ltr:  111  I'.  J    Fintivii.r,  H,  Si  f;-.f^...-- S.|.i..tv,  t..Ti.l..n,  \. 

Ij/oB.  ;(«..■  W.  A.  n.i .■-.-...-      ...  .    - 

TFiinndrd  by  Dr  l-n:  ■ 
^iJKTatuni:  and  n. 
■    - 1.  ..t  i.rli>iad  M 

nl;  ((■■wtorl-  <.  I 

UM  MmnUmlill.,  !•  LI   \-    II   i.'ir   |.in.|    H    1-    ■  T.:iil.    T'Ti  r.   t.; 
nal  tnr  thii  Kktba  SkiiifiiJ,  dun  in  lulvmicv  un  liie  IM  ul  J*m- 
hauU  bv  paid  Id  tbc  Uon,  Sccniary. 


Cljc  TODtHf  Socicto. 

■  Fptnliall  in  IWJ,  In  jpriiii  Wyrlif.  Udn  lV..rli. 
MUiiil.Tvit'k,  (it^iKTAl  PuM  Oni"!'.  l.ouil<,ii.  ■:,<.'. 


flcin  Sljaksptrc  Sotittu. 

rtor :  tir  K  J.  Fiumtaul,  3,  Si  5«-nrr't  S<|u.r*,  I....J«n.  S.W. 
pM.  Sff. ,-  K.  Gkauamk,  Em|  .  M,  nitlBa  Ouilnia,  Cbclfnt  Ikidm  IU*L  8,Vf. 
C  Funiidrd  bv  I)r  Fumltall  in  lHVi  to  fuHbvr  tb*  (liid*  -t  ftliBk>)<tni'i  wntlia 
nnmolinticuillv  aad  ■■  a  ntWts  "J  '■■  l'""'  PamUp!  and  uifi'r  lV»i«  i.f  ilir  Cluann* 
d  F'JU.  i>r  ^baktp'n'*  Play*,  and  otlirt  w><rk>  lllu'tratltig  ShataimV*  limi  and 
'     LU  Dniua.    tiubHTijriluu.  HliiclicMulitUtwuiirDibunbli',  OmDiudm. 


jtlliMvryof  thu  B 


w.  Orin"  i"><l  Mr  (.'liarlra  ■■nietortsi. 

U.  Piccadilly,  W,     Tlwulpl1t,atS(.Hob;  ihiilr.  i 


fist  BvDluuing 


cjuly  IKRl  by  Dr  Fur 
1  miioGa  •  ywr.    lion.  Str.  W.  D,  ISInrcr,  ilO,  Camdon  RunJ,  Loadtiu.  K. 


Srijt  SljclltD  Sccictu. 


F.mnri..d  ill  ni4:.  IHS,-,  by  I)r  l^'umWall,  I 
til)  jNjrtonibHico  uf  lii*  tVnci',  t-eptiur  Iiln  mre 
iSubKOrluliuD,  1  KUluca  a  ywir.  In  lib  paitl  ti 

CiiwM  TiwIillKlil  Rt,  Louim,  W, 


|ir.inic,(e  iIh'  "(wly  nf  RMlr)',  jirwww 
unitiniii  ciliUoui,  with  Sholli-yimn.  4*. 
.bo  Hiiu.  Seu.,  J.  Kluub'y  LililK,  t62a, 


ICslaliliHliI  liy  Dr  Fiiniiv..]! 


®I)t  |i«Il;itr  Soticfi). 


R.iyburKlu-,  BiiL-f.ii'a.  ni.il  r.l^rr  willm- 
C.i-  -■iiii.-  iu  Meiiij-  Nv.i,  (Jwi  llt.iiifi  ■  y.'nr  ;  f'lrcoula* 

,.i-.  n.w  <;».,««».   Hou.Sw.  W".  A.D\I.ZHiL,EBg,„ 


4.    ineM. 


.Voit,  3,  10.  Bftllndi  frDm  KkDOMiripu.    Tolune  II,  Ftinl:  The  PMr*  Kami 

Pithineo.  ''V  Ttinniu.  Wii  <  m  v^,  r,.i,.<is'i,>i,i;P  .Km.  s»v-r«ll  iiilii^ru  :^(10  Tb* 

eviv  ■■  .^!..-  iN.,.,',t,  il«.  r.'Jim'of''oM 

b„.|.  :>   .'I..'  (if  ItubtTtc,  lonlo 

I).  >'  :  ''  >-'i   "f  lundon  nn  u>b- 

t/.-^:    ■  -.j.ilfimiiti,.  iinUlij," 

t.ilir.,..  I      _    >  ,  ■      I....:    M..,fMl|.. 

1{,„l:..  .     I      I    :     ■                                         Vo!     II     Part  f. 


bUli 


.  fir 


I  1  iUOU),  JV.ri:i  US'OJ. 
rl  a  liajl).  I'm  i  {mi),  I'mi  5  irH;a;.,  I'mt  a  {IS7*),  rwt  :  (IsrS).  I'nrt  • 
(INTS),  wltb  -b»rl  XiitM  iiv  W.  L'iMVi-i;l.i.,  K«i.,  and  tooia  nt  ihn  or^gk^l 
W.iiHluuta  by  Mr  W.  U.  lU'iuran,     IHiifl. 

Kn,  T.  Cftptain  Cos,  hii  B»11adi  ud  Book*,  i"-,  1!"^  i  ^  l  'm  h  ''i-  l.rMrr; 
Wbciriii  imrliir  thp  >Tntt<r!niiiiiiiint  (iiituu  tbv  W"-'-  "    '     I    '"i<::uiirili 

Ciitll,  in  Wiirwik  Sbfi^r  in  liiis  So.imeiK  I'mun-    i    '  .    .  ii..m  n 

frnonil^nipt'rjiltciicbiiil  in  iWl'i.iiri.  mil"hii  tr-iii.i,   :•:■    .hi    M.  n-lmtait 

or  ) doii.     Iii..edll...i.  »iiti  -.1 iniu  .<r  nil  CaybM.  <  ».%  .  i><->t.s>ii><~  linui,.  «di1 

lliilbid',  uiiil  a  i-Miii]uvi->ii  i>r  lh>'in  wkb  'liiiau  lit  lUu  t:.,«tpl«jiul  ..I'  .Sfotlatttt, 
15tH  A.i...  by  F.  J,  FniMVAi,!,,  M.A.     IS71. 

N'i>.  II.  LaTe-foam*  Bnd  Hamotinaa  one*,  <i'"Tii  n  rulumoiii  ibvUriii^li  Miiofum, 
«diUi.i  by  F.  J.  K.  li-i.t.i.i.      IK71. 

,Vu".  H  tr.  IT.  The  B»Rford  BnlUdi.  i.ilit,.a  br  th^  Uov  J.  W.  Ei«*.iitTri.  M.A.  Pnrt 
1  (1870),  Piirtsi  "Tici  o  ,l.s77:..l'..rt  4  (IBTSJi  Siipjil.;  AriMiida  Ruinp  ^1880). 

.V'».  21  in  -IK  The  BoxbnrKhe  Bftll»d*,  Pan  10  {\»»\>,  Pnrt  U  (INIU!,  Put 
IS  (IRMSi.l'uit  U  |laN4..,  l';.iU  II  uixl  lJ(IHNj'.,  |'»tt  liMlH8(S),1'ur>  ir(lM7). 
Kill [nl.  with  Inlrinliitlioii',  Viiti.t,  and  riipiei  of  nil  uniiliial  V^'iiidruti  drawn  gJtt 
engruied,  bj  ihultcT.  J.  W.  EMnoUTil,  M.A.,  F.fJ.A,     t^  *'"""'«"«'.) 


[Cljauctr  Soiictg. 


Chjiii(;crs  (Eaii^rbiiri)    Stales,! 


niniiEr.iri;  x  fi'iixivail 


I'AliT   IV. 

PUBMSHT  KOE  THK  CHAl'CEB  MtlETY  BV 
X.  TJiDBSEB  li  CO.,  57  4  69.  iniGATli  II  ILL 


THE  CnAUCKtt  fiOCIETVS  P IT BU CATIONS. 
TodohonoaHoCiiAi'iKU.iindlo  Ici  ibplovrnnnd  MudmBut  IiimwnibovUrtlM 
«Tii.lsi.f  hi- w(.rit«  diKinl  fn«n  llw  prinlwl  tntM.  this  Surinx 
Thrrr  wwu  then.  lUid  iirc  "till,  ninny  ijutstiunit  iif  luni™,  pnw 


Of  Clii.ii...V«  .W."W  /l.f,)..,-ll.i.  MS,S.,1- wlif 
MSB  of  ihs  Cnntirbnry  Tales— nil  »i«  Hs-HJlxbli 


TLu  TVwJ/ijr  PnmlW-TfiH  tnini  tlix  3  lit 
wilti  Ihr  ciifrli''lit  Uofloaccju  CouipnHi 


be  Cbitufcr  .^ocictn, 


ILxid. 
irb«t 


e  bira  prtnied,  to  m 
t  MSS  has  ham  ii>f,n«l,  md  n  iib  MS  ml 
lenl  of  IhB  iBrts,  Dr  F.  J.  FumivoU  fau 
)t  tlio  bMl  Chitnrar  MS5  ImVE!  hnm  publish!. 


icietff'ii  riiiliealiBNi  can  ttM 


AulolypuA  of 

The  Suoiiity'i  puUi 

^    iJiflpn-nl  te»lB  of  Khnmwr's  work*:  iinu  lui   -■ 
thwo  aiiMiti  be  procured,  with  Dtbvr  illiisFT'i>    '    '    ' 

MB»roTRi1ini>r&Cii.,flf  S7&  as.  Liiil!.-.Li'  ::  .'.  ! 
piibliihcri.  MwnR.  ClHyiindHimKof  Uui.L'.t  .:-  > 
Bnrthr.liHiiow  Une.  Landun.  li.C,  iu  Uinkirs.  1 
(«naIitii!N  Mtml"'nihiTi,  U  Vhm  niii""^  ''"b  "n  evpi 
J«n.  I.  tttWi.  Morr  Jlemhn-n  art  leanted.  All  Hi 
it  hail.     Thaw  uf  rht _/li'it  ffiKf  *nr«  irtii  rtpriHlrd. 

Prof.  Child,  nf  Knnitrd  CuUcvis  Cniiiliriilicr,  Miuu«i>huiirltK,  i>  thr  Sm^cFly'*  tloliiir* 
nry  Swrslnry  fur  Anierini.  U  >mbc4ii' nmnBii  and  subwripliolia  may  be  Hait  to  tb* 
PublUhcr*.  "T  I'l  ihci  Ittotinir)'  SivnMar]*, 

W.  A.  RALZIEL,  Esa.,  67,  VMaria  Romi,  Fifb-ry  Ttrt,  LinJn,  X. 

FIRST  SEIUBS. 
The  Sninct;'ii  Ume  tot  1868,  in  thi>  Tint  Serial,  i*. 

1.  The  Pruldtni"  ""'l  Kiii>c1il'»  Tnln,  uf  ihs  Ciintrrbury  Tules,  In  fl  pnnilltl 

Ti.xt«  (fwiu  111,-  li  MSS  , 1-1  I...1..W1,  l..i:rib«  with  Tnblw.  shuwln*  ih« 

Gmiin!>  r.f  fl,.    r  .I--    .T.  I  'III  fr  ^  mir--  .nl.-i  in  IS  MSS  of  Uio  Tule^  Hna 

^-   '    '■ .11.1    .;-.,  - :,„i,.  rroiii  ffvvnX  MBS  of  tb« 

■   ■■   1  ■l.^.-'ni.'Shipinan'iiPpJi.eniK, 

.".  ibi'ir  iIbI'I  plm-m,  nod  cif  tba 


<  of  Ili»  TniM  fumiini-  Part  I  ol 
ThD  issue  for  1869,  in  the  Fine  SeriM.  h. 
VIi:,  TI.O  MiUn'*.  Itwv,.-,.  «nd  C.l.'.  T«' 


Of  till'  SMUid  8cci«i,  the  imue  Tor  IBM  is, 

^    ...  ..iialtaiiilAHalojitoflitCaiilrrbiiraTalit. 

■^  W.  A.  L1gu>b)a. 

'  91.  Lift-Btordi  of  OwHor,  Part  III.  a.  The  Honsohnld  book  ot  ItnUtlU.  vift  of 
*Vin««  I^uDel,  (liird'ttin  of  Eilwdnl  111.  in  wliii'h  llii  niuiiu  uf  (JEui-ruEt  CiutcRH 
Ml  vecimi  pdiicd  tnai  thu  uniqup  MS  in  Ibe  Brit.  Mud.,  by  Kdwiinl  A.  Bond, 
I..D.,  ciiiL-f  Llbnirian.  A.  CliitUMr  u  fiinaler  i-f  S-irlh  I'Mlinrl'in,  SomeiMi, 
JHO-IWU.  I.T  Wnlf.ml  11.  Srihv.  E-j.  Willi  mi.  A|<|><«>dii  by  W.ller  Rye.  Ewj., 
n  I,  CLsucor'iOi'iindliLtbcr:  U,  Cliuut'cr's  wjnncciitiu  with  Lynn  uid  Nunulk. 


or  till- 1 


A  B«riN,  tliK  issue  for  IU7  will  jitabably  be, 
Bnrf  A"alr^i  if  thf   Caultrhnry    T»lc>,   Purl  T   (i-gmiileliiig  tte 


F.iMlHni  A 
'    aa.  John  Lnno'n  VoHtiHUnliBn  »/  C/iaurfr't  .Sguirv'i  Tale,  ctllled  fniiii 
D  lb>  Bxdleiiui  Libnry,  OxTord,  by  V.  A.  CbuxMn,  wllb  Puftliuilu. 


lij.l<)K«,  Il.iiJ  w.  ^ 

ttitfCliaurfi't.Sqai 


i  24.  Tlin  Tul*  i)f  il«:yn,  P«-(  II.     Inlroauciiun  uid  GloewirT.  by  V.  J.  Futnivdl 
hid  W.  O.  atimo ;  witb  nn  E>iu>)'  un  Aiwb<|{x  «f  tbu  Tulii.  by  W.  A.  Cl»u>Kin. 
Fontwotds  tu  CluLDcci'a  Xi'nar  iV»M,  rnrl  II,  by  I)t  Jobn  Kwh. 
Among  the  TsxU  »ad  Kitai/i,  ,S'f,,  prrpann^  fm-  the  Chaveer  Seciety  art : — 
!    Karlu  Kaxlltli  Fro«Hnnatio«i  witb  mpunliil  KhrsiiHi  In  tihuknwn  and  CliBUM>r, 
^Alabrndu  J,KllKK«i.,F.R,S.   Tart  V,   [TMiuUlpnlKihl^ielBF-fniiilV**. 
.   Ufr-SnvtA  of  CAaunr,  P«rt  IV,  Knmlinmlii  snd  IJi^tumniiW  (mm  tbo  rnblic 
Etoari  Offli*,  Uw  City  o(  London  Tuwn-Cltrk't  Offl™,  lie,  rdUri  by  Wnlfonl  I). 
S^y,  E«i,.  «nd  nr  Fan.iy«ll.  [T/i.t  will pTQiiablf  go  to  /Ww  in  li«8. 
\  Clmtcor'n  Riad  to  Cmilti-hny.  wllb  0)rilby'i  Plan  ot  <i.  It)'^  and  WiUI«ni 
"    '  "■PUnollhoCilynfCiiDlHrburytnlSMH;  bvtba  U*T.  W.  A.Scotl  KubetI«io, 
Him.  Kuo.  I't  Ibc  Krni  Archa-ulnginkl  Inatitiila. 
•  AlcUHd  ComiwriHin  .if  rlmurer'*  Knighru  Talt  with  tbp  Titiitot  Bocr.tcriri,' 
WiiU',  E^i.,  of  tha  MS  Dplmttmiail  u(  tlin  Brili-b  Mu-niui.  {Al  Jym. 


©aviu  Cnglisij  Ct):t  SncictB. 


if,-..-  w.  A.Pm^  I !-  i:-i .  '■: 

Pnundnlby  IH  Fr>n.i.  ■■ 
Utt  htcniars :  Hnd  i^  i' 
Mltwbl»uf  prtlitcd  ^I^^     :   i  i 

iqirint«d^  th.i-«("r  iw^i..  ■.;,.!  .-i..  i.  r 

■  lOaUlnNa  Mrrobw-bip.  i»  £1  '■  "  J 
Jditionat  fur  Urn  Kxtda  Sbhie^-],  di 
tnuld  be  |>aid  tu  tlia  Hud.  tHH'TTtnry. 


iEI)c  gitutlif  Sotittg. 


ICoDtidnl  by  Dr  Fiini 
J/cH.  Air.  J.  W.Suudi 
•jr. 
.  r. 
E 


ficiu  S!)akspcvc  Socktu. 


iWr«*8r  .■  Dr  f,  J,  Fi:iiSIVAl.l.  1.  Si  ti.-.nP'' 
8n.:  K.  lluiil.tllK.  E>q.,  65,  rhrlHo  Oarden*.  Cbi 
roundwl  by  lit  Furalvall  in  l»7a  tu  (urlW  thi.  ^"<'>_"! 


.    _ _  by  1)1 

kniii'ibigiinilly  ai 

d  F.Ji«  I.I  8h " 


.   .    .  whole,  iind  to  nritil  I'a« 
•t«fT'»  Playn.  and  utt'T  •iirli. 
Hlatur;  u[  lbs  Unun*.   gub«-n|iii<di.  wbli ' 


Uindnn,  K.W. 
I.  BriilKV  Boad,  S.W. 
k'pin*'*  wiirks 
Panllcl  anil  i-ftfr  Tmi.  uI  tlw  Quarto* 


uiviubcnliip,  On*  Oat 


1  gai&Da  a  yoar.    Hon.  S 


Brotouing  SDcicti 


.  W.  a.  SI*Ier,  2IQ.  Camdes  Rood,  Lgndon,  N. 


Cijt  Sljtlks  Sotittu. 


SiilHcdptt0n.  1  puioeft  a  ynar,  lu  be  pi 
Umt  TiickUdil  Bb,  Umian,  W. 


irimiiilB  i]ie  utmjy  of  ^hnltity.  jmean 
oripna,]  edliiuHi.  with  Sbullcyituii.  Ac 
bu  Hud.  8ei:.,  J.  SUD%  Lilll*,  l^v, 


Cfee  gallatr  Soticf^. 


ur^lie,  nngr»nt,  Kad  other  cnlloe- 
>iE<  mm,  m^.-^,  u>i<l  Uk,1l>.  UluotWliiiE  ItalUI- 
ta  in  d^iijy  Rvn,  iihi  GuiMu  t.  jfur  ;  let  iH'nItw 
»  (Vb.*...iu,    Hon.  S™.  W.  A.  DALZIKU  K<»«J.. 


EnlnMisht  hy  DrFitiiiimll  to  rei 
tlona  of  BallaJs,  ta  vrint  Dalla 
lilatorj.  Siibsciiption  for  cnnii 
on  supi-r-ruvHl  riMul  iwiwr,  Jft> 
07,  riclm-ia  JCd,  F-Mb-ry  IMrt.  .». 

Krt.  1.  B«Uadi  ULd  Fmbi  bom  Kftntuoripti,  Tol  I,  Port  1,  on  tli«  Citiirliiion 
of  England  in  tbi-  ItoignB  of  Uvuty  Vlll.  «nd  Edw.  VI,  (iiicludinK  iha  StatR 
' ■,  Monlii,  nvA  FrinrB)  eontaim  (bcaidea  a  long  IritrixliwUun)  the 


if  tlio  ClurgjT  -----  ,  --,    ,  -    „  ^    --- 

MIowing  poanl^  Ac, :  How  &  Duyna,  ab.  1120  \.l>. ;  Vox  !>upuU  Vox  Dd,  A.b. 
1  JtT'M  :  Tho  Ruyti'  nf  »  Itenm'  ^  The  tmoKd  of  Vpocrctjo.  *.u.  1dS3  ;  Aetiaat 
tbe  IlkispbDniIng  Engliih  Luthermiii  nnd  tba  Pniuiniuig  Drngon  Lnllinr;  Tb* 
Spoiling  ufibe  Ali>>t7<>i  The  Ovmhriiwe<.>r  tlie  Alilxiyii,  a  Til*  nf  Itnbin  Uuod«  ^ 
iJi!  Mi>n:uit«rii5  Diruti*.  Editod  bj  P.  J,  Fvbslvall,  M.A.  1968, 
N«.  2.  Ballsdi  ft^m  IbDnioripti-  Vol.  I,  Pul  3,  cmiiain*  Ititlliiila  on  Wulu^, 
Annu  BdIvvi),  Sniufrfiut,  Lndr  J^ina  (Iri'v,  Jcc.  with  mi  lodoi  and  niitBin,  Cj 
1.  K.  BiickliudKc.  E-»)..  and  Foruwonli  lu  tUi'  n-tiole  VuluuK.  Edtlvd  b;  f.  /. 
Fl-HMVAtL,  M.A,      1873. 

N''i(.  H,  10.    Ballftdi  flrom  Muiatorlptt.    Tolume  11.  Parti;  th*  Pooro  Muu 

Pittftnaa,  by  Kii.*iuiid  Wii.uaU-',  cuniayiiini^i' thrtxi  MVarull  sabici^tt  ;~(t.)Thii 

HnUi,  tliH  Tull  And  compliijnlii  of  Anlbonie  Il^ibiii^nn.  whur,  with  urbcni.  wtnn 

tuu  u    r     I  'gl «  Ueuan  'n  lUo  fidU  s  nere  lyn    In    ]  n       'n    I      ve;»i<  iif  ovr 

a    e     ISM       JJTIiatmndi:     nuyntwUe        n      D  x  1       f  K  >b'i(t.  lonU 

Ubv  rut   Ea   0  ur  Emh     whoo  wiu  b  Luiidud  in  th    tuw  e    f        luit  on  oidi- 

w  ns<  4  «      eo  T       »s      In    u  ■d    a      n  fltio  imtrin,- 

■d    K  ms     nmc  MuMiJa, 

d]     DIP   f^pxr  Mi.k<i» 

E  NGS     Vol.  H,  PMt  >. 

[  ak     RjiLj^b,  Kni- 

d       1H73, 

>n     4        US  Ilw  Boxburglie  Bil  ad»  P      1      MO)   P  rt  3  (]$70). 

I        3     6        P»rieai        0   18  3        rt        S'" ■"" " 

8TU)   w  Ni>tB8  by  W    C   V 

W     d  nu  by  M   W  H  n  o  KB       sob 

Xo.  T.  OpUUt  Cox,  hi*  ttlUit  Ud  Book*,  or,  Eobrkt  Laneiiah'b  t,cttor  : 
WhrKrin  part  of  th«  iiniertiuninflnt  uiiiiHi  ihv  Qaceiiii  Mnji'itj' at  KillinfrKiirib 
CiMtl,  in  WBrwili  SheeT  in  tbi>  9c»>nie>»  Criign**  .167$.  i*  nigiiitiiMl;  tri'm  ■ 
frHHiiil  KtSvet  uttviiiUnl  in  tha  (^uurt,  iintn  Wit.  fnisnd,  «  Clliteii  hoU  Mi-rrbauut 
(if  I.iiniloii.  hcudilMJ.  with  Bocuuuli  uf  all  CupUin  Cox'i  an-awOilc  Itook*  and 
Itntladt,  Hi)d  a  cumpuriK'n  of  tbcm  wiih  th<><i!  in  ibu  Couipl'ignl  o/  SBalianA, 
l3iS  i.u..  by  F.  J.  I'tium*Aia,  M.A.     l8TI. 

K'l.  1 1.  Lora-Poam*  uid  Hnmooniiu  onaa,  ttom  >  Tolume  in  tbc  Britiib  Unuvn. 
uditod  bj  F,  J.  FL'iiNiVAi.(„     1S71. 

Ku<>.l«I'il7.  TbeBagftirdBiaitLdi,(:diIfdhytIioIteT  J.W.EnswoRTli.M.A.  Put 
l(i87a),Pai-wa,uid3  (1877).  Flirt  <  [1S7S)  j  Suppl.,   Am-nda  Oruup  (ItWO). 

Hat.  !I  to  38.  The  BoxbuKhB  BklladB,  Part  10  (1881),  Part  M  (188:1).  P«rl 
12(1883),  Till  t  l;!  [1884],  PurU  Maud  14  (1685),  Purl  ta(l880).  Part  17(ISST). 
Bditeil,  witb  lu'riHluctiaaa,  Notes,  and  cupiHorBllariffinol  Wnodouts  drawn  uul 
rngrovod,  by  ilic  Itar.  J.  W.  Ebbwobtu,  M.A.,  F.tt.A.    ClbfewWiucKf.) 


1^^"  C!)auav  Socicti 


FBEDERICK  J.  FURNIVALL. 


rL'BLisuT  roE  TiiB  cnAl'CfiR  sociBrr 
EOAN    PAUL.  TKENCH.  TRCBNEE   4   CO, 
t  PATK1:N0STEK  house,  CIUIU5G.CR0SS  BOAU 
1 874. 


fCIjt  Cljaucct  Socictg. 

JWiMr  in  Ckitf.—Dr.F.  J.  Fcbsitali, 3,  St  Georgon  Square,  PrioiroM  Uill,  N.W. 
2loH.  Sm.  :— W,  a.  Dauiki.,  Esq.,  6".  Violoria  Hosa,  Finsbury  Park,  LoBdoQ,  N. 


1VU  faimded  in 


nuutiHtion,  ortho^^phf ,  uul  ctyuiolo^  yel  to  bo  iieDle 
lIULiucripU  wot  aad  are  wanted ;  and  it  i»  hardly  loo 


Tu  do  hnnouF  lo  Chavckr,  and  la  hi  Ilie  (overt  and  Mudpnta  of  bfm  weliiivtiirllii) 
b»<t  usprinted  Maniucnpla  it  his  warks  diSi^rd  from  ibc  printed  lexb^  i]ii«  Socieiy  , 
Tnere  were  then,  and  are  atill,  many  qupttiiins  o(  raelre^  pro- 
titled,  far  wbieh  ronre  print*  dl 
,  loo  much  Hi  aty  ibat  maty  Van 
It  ChaDcer  eonlaiiu  poinM  that  need  recotuideralion.  Th«  foundrr  (Dr  Funiinll) 
Wg«D  with  Tht  C4Mttriarf  TUei,  and  faaa  )^ted  of  them  (in  parallFl  column*  In 
Hoyal  tto]  lix  o(  the  best  thnvlofore  unprinled  Manascripta  kiiuim.  Iiuuuuucli  «a 
lbs  parallel  annBgomBnt  uDceasilatvd  the  alteration  of  tlie  plarea  ^f  ctTtatn  lajs*  in 
•wmaof  the  MSS,  a  print  o(  each  MS  haa  been  issued  Kparatoly,  r>j] owing  the  indtir 
■it  ila  origiaal.  The  Qnt  xii  H88  printed  bare  been;  the  Elliuniere  (by  Iwtenf  tbe 
Burl  of  EllMnun)  ;  ths  Rengwrt  (by  leave  of  W.  W.  E.  Wyimc,  Esq.)  -,  thn  Canib. 
Univ.  Libr.,  HS  Qg.  4.  W :  the  Corpa*,  Oxford ;  the  Fetworth  (by  leavv  of  Lord 
Looirathild) ;  and  the  Lanadowne  SAl  (Bill.  Muk,}.  Ths  Hart«i;i  7334  hiu>  foDowd : 
and  Spefiimnu  ofatl  atmiibh  MSS  ej  tht  Tatei  lae  now  In  eoufM  of  is»UB,  edited  by 
the  late  Prof,  ^oitxa,  Ph.D.,  and  Dr.  John  Kiwh. 

Of  Chftueer'*  Minor  fofms,— the  M8S  of  which  are  (tonerallj'  lalnr  Ihan  the  bu*t 
MSS  of  the  Cantecbniy  Tolea.—all  (he  available  MSS  have  been  primed,  to  at  Id 
x^eiire  all  the  eiiating-  etidence  for  the  Iroe  text. 

Of  TTBiitu,  ParaUBUTeitt  finm  the  6  beat  MSS  hare  Imn  Itmned  ((be  Cnmpwll 
HSalso  sepanlety),  and  a  7th  MS  text  of  it  with  [heengllsht  Boceaedo  Uompuiaun. 

Anlatj/m  of  most  of  the  beat  Chaucer  MSS  have  been  puhliahl. 

Dr.  E.  Fliigel  ia  editjng  the  Sodety'i  Chanetr  Contan/mM.  to  bo  completed  <n  1900 
A.D.,  the  QniDoentenar]' of  the  PoeC'ii  death,  wbnti  the  Chaurvr  Si)i:iety  will  wind  oti. 

The  Boofeky'B  publication*  are  t«nied  in  two  Soricn,  «l  which  the  fir>t  rontain*  the 
diflbreDt  texta  of  ChBncer'i  wortu ;  and  the  Second,  meb  oritrinalf.  nf  and  e«BM  on 
theae  aa  can  be  prucored,  with  other  iUasCnitire  treatiBea,  and  Auuplcui-iDtary  Talea. 

The  yearly  luliscriptJoii,  which  conBiitutea  Membendiip.  in  2  sriuneiis.  duo  on  every 
tat  January,  beginning  wUb  Jan.  1,  ISdS.  Mari  Mtmhtri  an  «>a«lid.  All  l\t 
Satiily'i  Publieatiom  can  tlill  bi  had. 

Prof.  Child,  of  Harvard  CoU^re,  Cainbridgo.  M«»*.,  is  tbo  Socioiy*  Hon.  Sec.  fur 

America,     Members'  namea  and  subscriptions  ehould  be  sent  In  the  honiu  Hun,  Sm., 

W,  A,  DALZIEL,  Esa.,  67,  Victotia  Rond,  FiHtbvfg  Tark,  Lendott,  ,V. 

FIRST  SERIES. 
The  Sodety'i  iuoe  for  UU,  in  the  Fint  Bariai,  i>, 

I.  The  Prologue  and  Knighfs  Tale,  of  the  Cantrrbary  Tales,  in  C  pamlkl 
Teite  (from  tho  G  MSS  named  below),  t-imtber  with  Tables  showing  the 
Groups  uf  tho  Tiilos,  and  iheir  varjing  nrdcr  in  88  MSS  of  the  Talw,  and 
in  JJ  old  prinl(4  edili'Mis,  and  ainu  SpecinieDs  from  sevural  MSS  nf  the 
'■Moveable  Prologue*"  of  the  Canterbory  Talo».— The  Shipman's  Pmlugnc, 
and  Fninklin'e  Prologue,— when  moved  from  their  right  places  and  of  the 
Substituted  (.)t  Ihom.     (The  Six- Teat,  Part  I.) 
II— VII.  II.  ThePmloiniBandKniirht'BTalofromtbeBtlenmereMS,PnrlI:  III. 
Hengwrt  MS.  154,  Pi  I ;  IV.  Cambridge  MS  Qg.  4.  27,  I't  I  :  V.  Corpus 
MS.  Oxfutd,  Pt  I :  VI.  Petworth  MS.  Pt  1 ;   Vll.  Unsdowne  MS,  ia\, 
Pt  I.  (sfpamle  iisues  of  the  Tcxta  forming  Part  I  of  the  Six-Text  edition.} 
The  issue  for  1169.  in  ths  Fint  Serial,  is, 
Vni— XIII.  VIII.  The  Minor's,  Reeve'*,  and  Cook's  Talpf:  Ellesmere  MS,  Part 
II;  IX.  HimKwrtMS,PtII;  X.  Cambridge  MS,  Pt  II ;  Xl.CorpuaUS, 
Pt  II ;  XII.  I'etworth  MS,  P(  II ;  Xlll.  Lnnsdowne  MS,  Pt  II,  with  an 
Appendix  of  "Gamolyn  "  from  «ix  MSS. 
(separate  JMUM  of  Ibe  Texts  forming  Ihe  SiX-Teil.  Part  II.  No.  XIV.) 

The  issue  for  1870,  in  the  Fint  BeriM.  is, 
XIV.  The  Miller's.  Reove>,  and  Cook's  Tale»,  with  an  Appendix  of  ibe  Sporioua 
Tale  of  Qamelyn,  in  6  parallel  Texts.     (Six-Toxt,  Part  IL) 
The  issue  fur  IBTl,  in  the  Fint  &erie«,  is. 

XV.  Tbo  Man  of  Law's,  Shipman'a,  and  Priowas's  Tale*,  with  Cbanmr'a  own 
Tale  of  Sir  Thopaa,  in  6  pumllel  Texts  from  Ihe  MSS  ab^ive  nnmrd.  and  10 
coloured  drawiiitrs  of  Tellers  of  Talea,  after  the  originals  in  Ihe  ElleaniDti;  US. 

_-eM8.     Part  III. 

„   CnmbridgeMS.     Purtlll- 
Corpus  MS.     Par!  111. 

a,  FriorcBi'*,  and  Man  of  Law's  Tale*,  fp.iii  iLu  Petworth  MS. 


■fi4  na   onUrgd  Aulatypo  of  Uocvleve'a  Portrait  of  Chiuctr,    »dttud  \,y  V.  J, 
Furnivall. 

la.  OriaiiifU  aad  M«ro'i'i><  of  Chuiecr,  r,wh,l,..n/  Tah:.  Put?  lit.     la.  Tit. 

Rn.ryi,t  CunnlMioe,  lor  ilir   vr,  .f  t.,.-.  T-f       n   "'l''..    v.-  ■.  i  n.lt.v  n  ,I,.v  I,., 

tUlgJDg'OltudO  Maria,'  Mr:    V: '■:■     '■■■•      .  '    ■  I  I  ■    I'.irl-  llr'ti-iir. 

boy  munlFnl  by  >  J»*  j.n   -■■  .                                                         •  i  ,i,,mii.-  .,i  iI.i 

/>-ior»ii"j  Tn'*;  withtt  I    i  i                  i.    .       -   •         i 

16.  iiMown^r^"..,-'--./.      .'■  (■■             I     :     ,    ;      :    i  ;.,■:.,,-  !'.,„r...,  I,rr 

Xtin  CbapUii.  .,rr-t  ::  r-;,.  .1  ■■  ■    i  ■ m  ,■■.  S\«iy,  .^l:U^^. 

Winohnter,  l>\   I      T    i  .  .    .    .'  -.-,..,.,                 :.  i ..  I.j  ]|,.  I'aul   t.wduii. 

9.  duuier  ..  *■.  .    .1  '      :■>  Tilr,  If  lien  Uuic-> 

Sioiun.    I«.    11                   I  I   ■                           CUuumr  nul  n  bummct 

(roin  Julm  "I  s.,;i.'..ii  1    ;.i  li..   k.  ■     '\    w     \i 

17.  Sii,.i,l,.,i.„,„'J  •m.i'Mmr.i  im:  :  i.  i.w  l.ii..-.-t  U.ryH^vi\Xi  a  rmloiTllf  <>l 
til"  rii.iiv  Adii'iuuTOot  tliul'tirduuer  withaTapMtrulCauterburj-.  re-tdilcd  rTi.iii 
liii    Iliik.    '.!   Kurthumlwrland'ii  uniquv  MS.  Ii;r  FtBdk.  J.  Pimlvill.     fan  t.  Ili» 

L   It.  Willi  Win.  Smith*!  Man  o(  Cimlorbnry  m  IM8,  now  Snrt  invrHvil  (foiii  Li* 

r,,:;.|ii.    M>  .  :.iiJ  Ogilbj'a  riiui  uf  !).»  Rnncl  ti^mi  L.<iid.<u  li.  Canlorbury  in  167d. 

Hi  rl„   Sfcoiid8en8t.il:.    '■■'•■    :■  ■   1878    «.-  ill  1(77)  i«, 

!s     (,...„....;  iv.,..,  ,.  iT  ■     .     i\        tl.  On  A«r  iinij  (Afri 

III  I  'Ij'iii"  >    In-  l'i..iii.'  '  I     I     vv  >'3inuulh;  13.  On  a  An 

I  Ir<L;:iiii    t  .  : -:'.;i    .  f    >:.<      I:  i'  -  :  <  illld    PirHltUlCW   III   Ibo 

f.i,  <.,.„,„' ..I   !■■■.:>.,.;  -,   .1,    t        ■    (  .    -.      -    I   .1.111..  nurh«nr»r.inil  BoT- 

'A.'cii..,  &L'.,  I.V  Hr.  John  Kut'U,  «iili  u  fu.iMi.niii  ul  .i  hil.-r  i'alaman  and  Engtt  tn.ni 

lIuilhibUD  M»l).  1.  in. 

m  ITio  SMOnd  StriM,  the  itnip  fT  18H  [none  ill  1879.'N),'ai,*83,*S3, '«£;  If. 

19,  &«v»  c«  Cha-wr,  hi,  Wo>-'t.  a,,H  llWtil,  Pai-I  V :  13.  riiaariT".  Fardtntr;  III* 

rhiim.-!..!  illii.ii»ted  by  diwimnpni*  of  liln  time,  by  Dr  J,  J,  JuaMrnniL    H.  Why  lb* 

I     ;  ■■fihc  AflM  i.  nn>  Cli«ucnr\  by  Pii>r.  SkMt,  U.A.  \h.  CiuMltl'*  Stkipmaa , 

i^.-Tbo  Mnudclayiw.'  byr.Q.KukM'k.EM.     16.  ChBuerr'a  y'*r«H<'i 

I    1  nilh  Pr.^r«Luruu'n«OHHi«rfr  nm«rtfr  rn-riM.  by  WlHwIm  Kilm, 

I   .  i<     .     J,  i-nglinht  1884,    IT.  On  Chaowr'*  ItvtmtHl  Wuikt,  by  T- L.  KtnpLO* 


Pan  IV.    Eiutmi  Analog*  ], 


tflha  BMUUt  UAm.  tba  i»ue  Fur  lit?  i>, 

1.  OtiaifiaU  and  AnalMi  of  Hi  Vaultfiary   Talt,  Tart   V   IromfilFlinp  tlw 

-    ■     -.•l«ni  Analog.,  Il.by  W.  A.  n..ii.t.m. 

„ .*n.i'«  CoKtiimalieH  ef  rhauttri  Aj-ifV.  TaU.  rdltfd  by  F  J.  Fnmivall 

n  ibii  2  MS8  in  tbo  fiodlrian  Library,  Otfunl.  a.d.  1«IG,  1630.    ISn  1. 
't  Suppltn-rularu  Caiittrlmri  Tilfi:  2,  Thi.  Tal*  ol  fln-yu,  Pnrt  II.    F«n™unl. 
/.  J.  FumivaU.  Note*  b*  F.  Vipin,  M..\.  *i-..  and  ChiuaiT  by  W.  G,  Stent-; 
K  iin  Eiway  un  Anatoga  of  Iho  Tale,  by  W.  A.  ClvUKn. 
"tf  the  Bnond  S«riM.  the  iauf  tot  IIW  it. 

~    £arlu   tthilith    I't'i'ii'i.nTiiin,   wilh    ■'KprHal    rpr'trnro    lu  Sbaktiwni    and 
■      \i.;„.l.,    T    !  "i.    K-.|.F.M.*.     rnr  V.  and  la«. 

■<'U  A«.  -iT  fir  IKHD,  DM  (Wn-KuW  TilU-fmg:] 
(f  llic  Secon,'  ^.■..-  I...  1IWI»,' 

I.  J'.hn  [  .:  '  '•'i''tr<-tf>fmtt'i  Till'-    Tart  It.  nilb  as  r.<Hy 

Ubc  MaGKii  I  ' <    il      ';'"r<'i  7a'r,  and  Aeali^uca,  by  W.  A.CbitUtim. 

tr  the  8«eand  Soiie*,  Il 

I"  SMond  BerlM.  iho  biu«  fnt  laai  U, 

'»^.r-irw.i4  on  !fii  Lmm«g"'frh»«nr-,  Tniln  [■  Slndy  ut  IK  MS?,  ihrit 
ml  f»nt>A),  b>  Prut.  OwrKO  I.'viiiau  Kiltrediir,  H.A. 

JTthc  8«Miid  BerlH.  thr  i«iuo  for  IMS  i». 

&.  Jt-.«y.  ""  fAa-r.,,  *,-  WorJ.  i-rf  H-i..  Tart  VI.  l.y  Pn.(,  C..-.1I.  tl..ll- 
y*  Dmndl.  I'b  D  .  K*v.  Trol.  fkrat,  l.ill.D.,  and  W.  M.  l^••Ml(U. 
Br  thK  Bwt&d  BwlM,  tlid  iMDit  lor  lB9a  lo  \Wt  will  iruUl)!;  b'. 

Uatt't  .V'«»  0/  Thtbn.  nillad  fnim  ll»  MS6  by  Ilr  A»»l  Ut^nMDK.  [Tnl  Hi. 
tf-Stnnb  tfCHiiv/rr.  Vui  IV,  EnrulmmU  and  IXwun.™!.  rn>m  ihr  rullw 
^  OlDw,  tlM  City  o(  Undon  Ti<im-Cl>rk-*  0«ec,  Ar.,  vd.  H. C.  O,  Ktik.  Eiq. 


111,1  f.,.  mo  M, 

T-i  H'rtfHst.  by  lubik  Ko<b,  Ph.D.,  Uorliti. 


SpeeimcH'lUlraclifnm  alt  «-■  HDfiru^ti  MSf-  0/  ChatHtr'i  r.-.»'/(U,  <Hlh  ■ 

^ntuviiun  .)u  iLe  )1SS,  Metre  ml  Gramfuar  of  Ibe  Vvoa.  by  I'tut.  UcCtnuirk 
M,&..  ul  St.  Ai>dn<w'ii. 

Tht  Timl'ii  SIS  llari.  TiO't—the  only  one  wiUi  latin  flUflnolm  and  gloKriw- 
oaitud  by  Vrvl.  MnCuriukk,  U,A. 

Tlie  Ih-aUi  ofChauttr  Srata  hi*  Oty  to  onn,  DompHnl  by  Min  J.  B.  I'ju-lridK*. 

Chawor'e  Roadta  CxnUvhaiy.  Willi  Oellty'"  PUn  ..f  iL  lOIS,  »<..!  William  Smltli'i 
Pliin  ul  Uic  Cfty  <il  Canterbury  in  1S8H ;  bjr  ItunTy  Litilelulcti,  Bmi- 

■  A  detniM  C'anipariiwn  nf  Chaunr'a  Ki'iffhfi  TaU  with  tbe  rrKiV/i  ut  Ibitcnwlu, 
by  Uesuv  Wahu,  &I.A.,late<>rthe  BrlliBh  Mowain.  [Mt*9»* 

Mfliii  It  J'riidfHf.  ilio  Tnmifh  Qtigiuol  ol  ChHOMr's  ' Tal«  of  Mtllbc,'  editta Aw 
ibfl  M3S  by  »r  Murv  \uy.-  Culvii. 

rfEFligePn       wlngT**  fAaBw      «"   "laHtt  foi  Ui   Sutlety 


N*       .     |i-     ■,         '   -;     •-     1-,    ,    :,,    f;     „■    ]  '. .     ....    f    .,|.     I    .mioH,  N. 

■!'!■■■  i      ■■  "1    ilT.firiDlni 


i^tb)  Sijakspm  Soticta. 

Director  ,-  Dr  K.  J,  FiiftNlfiLi,,  3,  SI  OmfEr'B  Siiiuirs,  LundaD,  N.W. 
Ban.  See. :  V.  Z.  Rduvii,  E»q.,  General  I'oat  Offlpo,  Londoo,  E.G. 
Fmindtd  by  Dr  Furnivail  iu  1873  lu  (urthrr  llie  studv  .jf  Siiakspere" 
i-hn>lii.I"i:i''"'!r  ■i"d  "Mi«li.jk  imd  |..  pnul  I'jirallil  ,.iid  ,.tl'iir-|V»l.  of  tlW 

'hi-  1 1 '  '■   ■   ■     ■■ -I  ■  ■  i]i^i'j>.hi[),  OavQninMi 

•^"■■'  -■!■.!      :    \ ■■■■.■;■    ,\  .  .ii])iTintMid«i»,  by 

Ml  W    '■  .;■■.■  I  I  .  >   Me  H.  Uunriidi,  10, 

STijc  Ballaii  Sotictu. 

ErtabUsht  l.y  Dr  Furnivail  in  18(1R  ii>  ruprini.  ilm  Riixlureho,  BaBlunL  ani 

''ollectiuna  ut  UnlUiIa,  ni\<i  (u  jiiiui  Bolliide  tram  >1»B.  Sul|Ki;ri))liuU  lur  OMtm 
dmiiyHv.1,  thuGmi'mayetr;  W oupiei. ,.n BUwr-r^yal  ril.lj.ij  puper,  TAm  (mw 
ifoji.  Sie.:  W.  A.  DiilBi«l,  E-i.,  t>7,  Vidoria  Ruad.  Fiii.bur.v  Furl^  N. 

Ctjt  g^atltf  Socittg. 

Founddd  bypt  Fumivall  in  IS82.  to  print  WycHra  Laliu  Workii,     £1  U.  i  jm 
-ff»«.  4'rt.  J.  W.  Stundimick,  Eoq.,  General  Pout  Of&-x,  Lwidon,  F.C. 
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